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GENTLEMEN, on 

HE Author of the following Sheets be- 
ing more ambitious to promote the 
Glory of God, and the Salvation of Men, by 
the Means of his Pen, than to ſeck after any po- 


pular Applauſe by appearing 1n Public, has en- 


Joined me to conceal his Name: But humbly re- 
queſts to ſubmit his Performance to your Wit 
dom and Impartiality, whom he looks upon as 
its proper and natural Patrons, ſince the End 
of his Labours, and the Aim of your moſt uſe- 


ful and laudable Society, are one and the dame, 


though in a different Degree. Permit me, there- 


fore, Gentlemen, in Compliance with his Re- 
A 2 h queſt, 
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queſt, to put this brief Expoſetion of the Old 
and New Teſtament into your Hands, who have 
it ſo much in your Power, to make it anſwer 
the great and pious Purpoſes for which it was 
written; and which, under your Patronage and 
Influence, it cannot fail to attain. 'T alſo beg 
Leave to aſſure you, Gentlemen, it ſhall be my 
conſtant Study and Endeayour to ſecond the 
noble Views both of the Society of and the Au- 
thor, in making the Expence ſo moderate and 
eaſy to every well diſpoſed Chriſtian, as that the 
Diftribution of this /acred. Expoſitor, for the 
Public Benefit, may be as extenſive as poſſible, 
Who m, 
- GENTLEMEN, -. 


P 1 Tour moſt devoted, 


Humble Servant, 


f. 4 


. a. 


We e Stephen Auſten, 
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Am not infenfble that, let an Author's Charadder be 
ever ſo great, his Station ever ſo high, bis Cauſe 
ever ſo honeſt, his Undertaking ever fo ſeaſonablę and 


Prai worthy, he muſt expect to draw upon himſelf the 


worſt and moſt odious Repreſentations of propbane Scuſfers e 


and he both flatters and aeceives himſelf, who hopes to eſcupe 


the Laſh of invidious and malevolent Tongues. But he 
who hath no other Object than to do Good; to root out Vice, 
and to promote Virtue ; and is content to abide by the Fudg- 


ment of the Benevolent and Wiſe, ought not to regard the 


Cenſures of angry, pee viſb, and ſelf-ſufficient Men. 

NE * 722 that the 088 of this Work has 
been the Employment of many learned and pious Men before 
me. The Holy Scriptures have been explained in all Lan- 
guages ; and, certainly, as our very Enemies confeſs, never 
better than in the Engliſh Tongue. The Ancients produce 
a Chryſoſtome, an Ambroſe, an Auguſtine ; te Mogerns 


| boaſt of their Eraſmus, Calmet, Eſtius, Maldonate, Ham» 


mond, Patrick, Whitby, &c. Beſides theſe, who, have, iu a 


Jeſs critical, But more practical Method and Stils, inter- 


woven the Text and Explanation of the facred Records. in 
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in PREFACE. 
aueh a Manner, as to make but one plain and continued Hil- 
tory of all the intereſting Facts, from the Foundation of 
the World, to the End of the New Teſtament ; among /t 
whom, I muſt in Fuſtice give the Preference to the Hiſtory 
of the Old and New Teſtament, compiled by the Reve- 
rend and ingenious Mr. STACKnousr. J. CE - 
But as it is far from my Tnclination to depreciate the © 
prous Labours of others ; and as ] declare my upright and bo. 
neſt Intentions of ſerving the Cauſe of God, and his holy 
Religion, by introducing the Holy Bible explained in ſuch . 
a Manner and Method, as ſhall be found in any Degree 
ſuitable to the Genius and Taſte of the prefent Age; ſo as 
to Mluftrate the Beauty and Wiftom of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and to put all honeſt Inquirers after Truth upon a right 
and eaſy Method of attaining it; I do not apprebend there is 
am Need of an Apology to juſtiſy my preſent Undertaking. 
In this Explanation, Thave endeavoured two great Points; 
£0 diſengage the ſacred Text from thoſe particulars, which are 
aid to make it hard to be underſtood ; and by Prophane 
Hiſtury to aſcertain thoſe Facts, which have been queſtioned 
'by our modern Unbelievers. N 
M chief Care, in the Compiling of this Work, has been to 
difpley the: Authority, Uſe, and Excellency f tbe Scrip- 
tures 3-79 reduce it into a conciſe Method and eafy Language, 
ſuited to the meaneſt Capacity; and to contract the moſt 
voluminous Commentators within the Compaſs of every one's 
Study and Purchaſe. Therefore, I humbly conceive this fa- 
miliar Expoſition may be admitted a proper Introduction to 
the Study of the Law of GOD, and an agreeable Com- 
88 . . 
panion 0 all thoſe who read the Holy Bible; in as much as 
| i will ſerve to make the Knowledge of God's Word, and 
our Duty more eaſy to be attained. And, if the Glory of 
Gad, and the Increaſe of true Piety and Virtue ſball bereby 
be promoted in this World, the Compiler will obtain an abun- 
Gant Recompence for his Labour. 
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e e ES. : 
A THERE have you paſt 
= 7 your time ſince we part- 
«te ede ee 1s 54 0 

" Scholar. | 


I Thaverambled through the town, 
and ſpent my evenings amongſt a 
ſet of gentlemen, that have talked 
me almoſt out of my reaſon, and 
yet declare that they are the great 
aſſertors of reaſon. — _ & 
T. Pray can you recollect any 
particular? 5 
S. They with one voice denied 
all revelation, and in particular, the 
ſacred ſcriptures; contained in the 
Old and New Teſtament ; and al- 
ſerted the right of Free- thinting ſo 
poſitively, that I am almoſt per- 
ſuaded to enter into their ſociety. _ 


T. This is the trick of that tribe; 


they lie in wait to catch young, un- 
experienced youth, flatter their va- 
nity, and then find it eaſy to draw 
them from the way of truth. But 


pray, upon what credit do you pro- 
poſe to take up this reſolution ? 

— They are gentlemen of for- 
tune, and reputed to be of ſound 
morals and learning 
T. How long have you known 
8 14 Nee 
S. My acquaintance is very ſhort. 
T. And pray: Have not you heard 
gentlemen of as good fortune, mo- 
rals, and learning, and your ac- 
gquaintance, from the time you can 
remember, even your ownſelf, diſ- 
courſe of, and teach you the very 
contrary truths; that God has re- 
vealed his whole will to mankind in 
n or writings of the Old 
and New/ Teſtaments, and that the 
common pretence to free- thinking, 

is the high way to. free-living, and 
departing from the means of ſalva- 
tion? How then can you think td 
riſque the ruin of your ſoul by pe 
ferfing their ſtrange doctrine to tige 
ſoundneſs of your own education? + 


—— q x 3 *- AE 
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S. I muſt confeſs my reſolution 

s ſomewhat too ſudden, and 
inconſiderate, yet not altogether 
blameable. I highly reverence my 
learned and virtuous inſtructors : 
But I cannot ſay they ſhewed ſo 
much diligence to prepare me a- 
gainſt the oppoſers of revelation, 
as theſe gentlemen exert their ta- 


lents to gain a proſelyte. Nor, tho' 


I was at ſchool made to read my 


bible twice over, did my teacher 
ſeem to extend his care any further 
than to form my voice, and com- 
pleat me in a proper articulate me- 
thod of reading; ſo that ſor any 
knowledge I have attained of the 
_ ſcriptures thereby, I might as 
well have read the hiſtory of Tom 
Dumb. | 
T. Tt is true, the bible at ſchool 
ſeldom anſwers any other purpoſe: 
Children are nevet expected to com- 
mence expoſitors in their tender 
years: But is that any reaſon, when 
you are grown te maturity, and ca- 
pable of receiving ſtrong impreſſi- 
ons, that you ſhould be deaf to your 
parents, friends, guardians, and the 
repeated advice of your public and 
private teachers and tutors, and 
take up and follow after the con- 
demned and' dangerous inventions 
of a few, ſtrange, and it may be il- 
literate, or at leaſt deſigning men; 
whoſe only pleaſure is to draw o- 
thers.into the ſame conder on 
with themſelves? Will you hear 
S. Yes; and prefer your adviſe 
and inſtruction to - other. 
T. I will then undertake to un- 
deceive you, provided you be can- 
did and explicit in relating their 


and. conſequently the 


ohjections, which ſeem to have. 
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ſwayed with you ſo much againſt 
revelation. What were they? 

S. They complimented me with 
the ſtile of a promiſing youth, and 
finding me quite unprepared to rea- 
ſon with them from the Scriptures, 
they denied their authority and di- 
vinity, and endeavoured to per- 
ſwade me that the light of reaſon is 
our perfect and unerring guide, and 
that the lato of nature is the only 
rule and meaſure of our whole du- 
ty to God and man. 

T. I will prefently ſhew you the 
fallacy and falſhood of this aſſertion. 
Reaſon, no doubt, is eſſential to all 
men; but it is no more than ſuch 
a reaſon, as is a bare capacity to be 
inſtructed, or a nature fitted for a- 
ny impreſſions, whether they be 
good or bad: So that moral and 
religious knowledge is not to be im- 

puted to the internal light of our 
own reaſon or nature, but to the 
happineſs of our education in faith 
and morality, Thus you ſee that 
reaſon could not be implanted in us 
to be a perſect and unerring guide. 
Again: It is the changeableneſs, 
corruption and abſurdities of this 
human reaſon, in its depraved ſtate, 
that introduceth ſuch a variation of 


our tempers, diſorder in our paſſi- 


ons, and corruption in our hearts. 


As this is the ſole faculty by which 

mankind are diſtinguiſhed from 
brutes, it muſt be confeſſed that all 
thoſe irregularities, which cannot 


| be imputed to brutes, muſt /z/ely be 


afcribed to. that faculty, by which 
we are diſtinguiſhed from them; 
and cot | etence of 
the abſolute perfection of human rea- 
ſon is abſurd, it being productive of 
vice as well as virtue, and as — 
g . o 


ne DT 


* 


of leading us into error, as to diſco- 
ver truth. r 

© This may be well exemplified by 
the ignorance and inconſiſtency, and, 
if I may be allowed to add, the 
vices of the Heathen philoſophers. 
Ariſtetle and his ſchool held all 
things to be eternal ; whereas the 
Epicureans imputed them to chance: 
and none of them could dive into the 
true origin of Evil; nor preſcribe 
a certain form of worſhip to the al- 
mighty : but they ſometimes equal- 
ed themſelves to the gods, whom 
they worſhiped. Socrates owned 
that he knew nothing of God. 
They diſagreed ſo much about the 
fupreme happineſs of man, that 
Tully ſays, it is impoſſible to reckon 
up their different ſentiments. Their 
notions concerning the :mmortality 
of the ſoul, and a future ſtate, were 
equally as weak and uncertain 
neither had they any notion of 
the reſurrection of the body. 
This ignorance gave a looſe to 


all manner of immorality and vici- 
ouſneſs. Revenge, felf murder, for- 
nication, unnatural luſt, inceſt, and 
the mt notorious vices were con- 
cealed under the name of a philo- 
ſopher. Yet none will pretend to 
ſay, that Socrates, Plato, Tully, and 
Seneca, wanted the light of reaſon. 
Therefore to begin and diſcover our 
duty in all points, with all its true 
motives, merely by the help of na- 
tural reaſon, is like groping in an 
unknown way in an obſcure twi- 
tight, and conſequently the light of 
reaſon cannot be our perfe# and un- 
erring guide, Are you fatisfied as 
to this point? RIMS > 

S. I am convinced that human 
reaſon in its minority is equally” ca- 


To the Horry Bit I, &c. 3 
pable of bad as well as good impreſ- 


fions, according to the examples we 
ſee, or the means of our education 
in its maturity, the ſole agent of 
all the evil, as well as of all the good 
we do; and in its higheſt perfection 
unable to ſettle any certain rule of 
morality, And I ſhould be glad to 
be as thoroughly convinced of the 
fallacy and falſhood of their argu- 
ments againſt the authority and di- 
vinity of the ſcriptures. 
T. What are their Arguments ? 
S. Fir/t, They ſay that it is im- 
poſhble, conſidering the mighty 
pretenſions to divine revelation by 
different ſects, to arrive at the 
knowledge of a true revelation ; 
and conſequently that the Bible is 
falſe. 
T. The marks and tokens where- 
by to judge at all times of the truth 
of a revelation are the cred:b1ility of 
the perſon who brings it; the ex- 
cellency of the doctrine contained 
therein, and the divine prof he 
gives thereof. Do you believe this? 
S. Ves. 


T. Well then; what think you 
of Moſes, that man of God, whoſe 


declining all popularity and ſelf-1n- 
tereſt, ſhewed himſelf ſo wiſe and 
juſt as unlikely to be impoſed upon 
himſelf, and unwilling to impoſe 
upon others; who, as an Hiſtorian, 
related facts, neceſſary for men to 
know, and becoming the nature 
and majeſty of God to reveal ; as a 
Legiſtator, gave laws and ordi- 
nances, which had a manifeſt ſtamp 
of divine authority ; as a Prophet, 
foretold ſuch things, as none but 
God could foreſee; and who, as 
a tworker of miracles did ſuch things 
as had all imaginable evidence of 
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an Almighty Power aſſiſting him. 
Will not this convince you that 
what he did, was by the order and 
appointment of God; that what he 
delivered, was expreſly the will, and 
what he wrote was infallibly the 
word of God, who cannot be an 
abettor of falſhood ? And. 
As to the Prophets, it can be 
proved that they were men of ſo- 
briety, good education, and void of 
all craft and diſſimulation; no /- 
feeulties nor dangers deterred them 
from the duty of their office; taught 
nothing but what was agreeable to 
the divine attributes; diſcovered 
things of the greateſt importance ; 
foretold events, which none but 
God could know; and perfarmed 
works, which none but God could 
do; gave all imaginable evidence 
of · the truth of their commiſſion, 
and often ſealed it with their blood. 
What then can you deſire more to 
convince you alſo that the books 
written by Moſes and the Prophets 
are of divine authority, and reveal- 
ed by God? Of Jeſus Chrift, and 
the authors of the New Teſtament 
hereafter.” +4 | 
S. So far J am agreed with you. 
But, ſecondiy, How at this diſtance 


of time can it be proved, that the 


books, which now go under the 
name of Moſes and the Prophets, 
are genuine, and wrote by thoſe, to 
whom they are aſcribedb- 

T. Since it was the eſtabliſhed 
cuſtom in the Few; church to read 


the Law and the Prophets every 


Sabbath day in the ſynagogue, and 
theſe books were tranſlated into 
Greek by the heathens, 300 years 
before Chriſt ; and both the O/4 and 
New Te/laments have been uſually 
read at leaſt one day in exery 
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week in chriſtian aſſemblies, and 
moſt frequently twice on every day. 
And fince-it is evident that the fre- 
quent offices of religion, and pub- 
lic ſolemn feſtivals, enjoined there- 
by, have been conſtantly and pub- 
lickly celebrated, and the laws con- 
tained therein, have been currently 
and generally applied and exerciſed 
from time to time, it muſt be ridi- 
culous and abſurd to ſuppoſe that 
theſe writings were not always, and 
are not ſtill genuine and uncorrupt- 
ed, and the work of thoſe authors, 
to whom they are aſcribed. 7 
I might appeal to men of com- 
mon ſenſe, that if ſucceeding gene- 
rations had not lain under the 
ſtrongeſt convictions, that the au- 
thority of theſe writings was as ſa- 
cred as the Authors of them had 
pretended it to be; they would 
certainly for the credit of their own 
nation, have entirely either ſuppreſ- 
ſed them, or at leaſt not vindicated 
their authority with ſo much zeal : 
for they were the compolition of 
thoſe inſpired perſons, whom their 
fore-fathers had moſt ſcandalouſly, 
ungratefully, and impiouſly affront · 
ed, inſulted, oppoſed, perſecuted, 
and even tortured. and murdered, 
becauſe they had been the meſſen- 
gers of the plain unwelcome truths 
contained therein. Believe me, a 
national ignominy and reproach 
have never uſed to be the motive 
for favouring and eſtabliſhing a pub- 
lic impoſture or error. | 
It is not inconſiſtent with the ho- 
nour and attributes of God, to ſuf- 
fer an-impoſture, 'that is ſo eaſy to 
be diſcovered as the Alcoran, or the 
like, to keep its footing in the 


world: But that God ſhould ſuffer 
a book, that pretends to ſuch marks 


of 


To the Holy BIBHE, Go. ** 


of truth and authority, to make its 
way, and even in his name for ſo 
many more ages than ever any o- 
ther book or writing did, through 


all the uſual ſhocks and attacks of 


age and time, through all thoſe ca- 
fualties and changes, to which e- 
ven monuments of braſs and mar- 
ble ſubmit much 'ſooner, and in 
ſpight of all the malice of ſuch in- 
veterate powerful and numerous e- 
nemies all along; is not only high- 
ly improbable, but in the nature of 
the thing plainly impoſſible. For 
God can neither deceive nor be de- 
ceived. | 
S. This ſeems to be concluſive 
for the genuineneſs of the books: 
but, How ſhall I be able to judge 
of the true ſenſe of them, in the 
midſt of the variation of its Phra- 
ſeology? 

T. This objection, if at all con- 
cluſive againſt the ſacred writings, 
is much more ſo againſt all ancient 
books, that have paſſed through the 


hands of ſeveral emanuenſes, and 


many editions in print.” And there- 
fore as it muſt prove too much, it in 
reaſon proves nothing at all. But, 
if you deſire greater evidence, and 
a more ſatisfactory anſwer, I refer 
you to that excellent diſcourſe of 
free-thinking, publiſhed 
leutherus Lipſienſe. 
S. But what ſticks with me moſt 


of all their objections, is the-inac- = 
curacy of the Style, and the little 


uſe of, and knowledge to be acquir- 
ed from reading the Seriptures. 

T. As to the ſtyle, you are much 
deceived. Read the bible without 
prejudice and you will ſoon be con- 
vinced that it pleaſes by its exact- 


neſs; its inſtructions are delightful; 
and ĩt contains nothing that is poor, 


by Phile- 


mean, or ſuperfluous. Its compari» 
ſons and deſcriptions, according to 
the manner of the eaſtern nations, 
are bold, but exact and noble, the 
ſtyle being every where adorned 
with neceſſary, eaſy, and natural 
metaphors. —1 heſe divine compoſiti- 
ons raiſe admiration by the ſublime 
manner wherein they ſpeak of di- 

vine things; ſtrike terror by the 
vehemency and force of expreſſion; 
excite to a love of virtue, and ha- 
tred of vice, by the lively deſcrip- 
tion they give of both; aſtoniſh by 
the ſeverity of the threatnings in 
them; animate and encourage by 
the ſweetneſs of their promiſes; in- 
ſpire with zeal through a divine 
fire of which they are full: ſo that 
there is no book more proper to 
work upon the mind, and affect the 


| heart, than the holy Scripture. 


Nay the heathen Lenginus beats 
teſtimony, that the ſtile of Moſes is 
exceeding ſublime and lofty. 

S. What does this relate to the 
uſeful and entertaining &nowledge, 
which L expect now to reap from 
every bock I read? | 

T. That is the very deſign of put - 
ting theſe ſacred books into youg 
hands, to inſtruct you in all kind 
of polite literature. The Bible is 
the fountain, and muſt he the foun- 
dation of all uſeful and entertaining 
knowledees - m p 3 6 
Would you know whence na- 
tural philoſophy, with aſtrenomy and 
other appendages. on it ate ſaid to 


_ derive their: original; I-would res 


commend the reading of Geneſis, : 
Job, and Eccleſaſtes. For ethics, 
or aral precepts, ſeareh the ſacred 
and fententious Proverbs, and ii 
dom of Solomon. , Geneſis, Exodus, 
Joſhua, Judges, &c. furniſh you 
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the world; and 
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with the moſt ancient, certain, re- 
gular and pleaſant hi/tory and chro- 
nology, diverſified with great variety 
of narration. Here you need not 
fear the enſnaring ſophiſtry of the 
crafty ; for all its arguments are ſo- 
lid and juſily logical. Geometry 
plainly appears in the building of 
the tabernacle; and the working 
in metals and wood was known long 
before the building of Solomon's 
temple. So I could proceed and 
ſhew that gardening, huſbandry, 
paſlurage of cattle, c. Muſic, 
fee, anatomy, and all manner of 
ning, languages, arts, and ſci- 
ences are comprehended within 
thoſe ſacred pages, which may be 
properly ſaid to be a magazine ac- 
commodated by the Holy Ghoſt to 
all places, times, and perſons in the 
greateſt emergencies. From hence 
the martyrs draw conſtancy and 
courage, the learned gain wiſdom 
and eloquence, the orthodox are 
confirmed in the faith, and confute 
error. From hence we learn humi- 
lity and modeſty, magnanimity and 
patience, honeſt zeal and true pie- 
ty, and every thing that is uſeful 
in the conduct of human life, as 
well as the means of obtaining a 
happy future ſtateee.. 
Here only you will be able to 
find a true account of the rife and 
fall, of the virtues and vices, of the 
moſt earhy Kingdoms, and ſtates of 
by their example, 
either in felicity or infelicity, learn 
to be wiſe and happy. Whoſe cou- 
rage can vie with David's encoun- 
ter with Galiab? whoſe chaſtity is 
to be compared to the continence 
of Fo/eph-? whoſe obedience to the 


yorce of God can equal Abraham's 


intended victim of his own ſon 
Tſaac? Nor can any hiſtory produce 
for fortitude and ſucceſs, ſuch war- 
like heroes as Moſes, Joſhua, Samp- 


fon, Grdeen, David and Saul, who 


with a handful. of men, inſpired 
with more than human courage, 
vanquiſhed an incredible number 
of their enemies, while the very 
elements conſpired and fought on 
their fide. ©» | 
And I can aſſure you, that whilf 
you make the holy Scriptures your 
ſtudy, they will arm you againſt 
all terrors and temptations, that op- 
poſe or hinder you in the perſecu- 
tion of an honeſt and virtuous life, 
and furniſh you with ſuch conſola. 
tion, hope, and courage, that be- 
ing firmly perſwaded that you live 
under the protection of the al- 
mighty, and in his favour, you will 
be able to deſpiſe torments and 
death itſelf in their moſt dreadful 
aſpects. | 2 ” 
Conſequently, he who deſires to 
appear in the capacity of a ſchelar, 
of a eritic, or a chronologer, an hi/- 
torian, anorater, a diſputant, a law- 
yer, a ſtateſman, a pleader, or 2 
preacher, muſt not be unacquainted 
with this exhauſtible fund. There- 
fore whatever the  /coffers of this 
age, or the grave overs of fin, and 
ſingularity may think, I could ſhew 
you that in former days men of all 
orders and degrees of the higheſt 


flation in life, as well as capacity in 


knowledge, of polite parts as well 
as of ſolid judgments, and conver · 


ſant in all human, as well as divine 
literature, have always held the 


ſcriptures in ſingular veneration; 
have employed their wit and slo- 
ſuence in their praiſe, and not only 

thought 
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thought their peus, but poetry itſelf 
enobled by the dignity of ſuch a 
ſubjeQ, 
S. I ſhould be glad to hear you 
mention ſome of theſe perſons of 
the higheſt rank, that have ſhewn 
ſuch great reſpect to the Bible. 
T. Iwill: David was a powerful 
prince, a mighty warrior and con- 
queror: yet he ſays, that the law 
of the lord is more precious than 
gold, and ſweeter than honey and 
the honey-comb ; that he was in/lrud7- 
thereby, and expected 2 great 
reward for his abedience thereto.— 
Ptolemy Philadelphus, who though 
he was a heathen, and one of the 
moſt learned men, and the greateſt 
monarch of his age, ordered the Bi- 
ble to be tranſlated into his own 
tongue. Longinus muſt be acknow- 
ledged a competent judge of all 
kind of eloquence, and yet he ſeems 
to praiſe and admire the eloquence 
of Moſes, above any other author. 
I wave the teſtimony of St. Paul, 
and the eloquent orators of the an- 
tient church, who: adore the pleni- 
tude of the ſcriptures and recom- 
mend their doctrine, becauſe they 
may be thought partial in their 
judgments; and only deſite you to 
treaſure up the ſaying of Robert, 
the King of Sicily, That thoſe. holy 
letters were dearer to him than his 
#ingdom ; and follow the example 
of our profound logician, Mr. Locke, 
the great philoſopher; Mr. Boyle, 
and the incomparable Sir Iſaac New- 
ton, Did not Milton take his plan, 
and moſt of the diction of his lofty 
Poem from the Bible; and Cowley, 
\ Buchanngn, and Prior, thought not 
their learning nor ingenuity. miſ- 
employed in imbelliſhing, tranſla- 


4 


ting and paraphraſing on ſome parts 
thereof ; nat to mention the many 
great and learned men that have 
been concerned in the various tran- 
ſlations of holy writ. 

S. I muſt afk you one queſtion 
more. When were the Scriptures 
divided into chapters and verſe ? 

T. The whole Scripture before 
the babylonifh captivity was divided 
into 52 ſectious, according to the 
number of Sabbaths in one year, 
one ſection being read conſtantly 
every Sabbath-day. After their re- 
turn from that captivity, the com- 
mon people baving forgot their mo- 
ther tongue, in which the law was 
written, their was a neceſſity to 
appoint an Interpreter or Tranſlator 
of the law, when it was read in the 
ſynagogue ; ſo that the reader be- 
ing obliged to ſtop at proper pe- 
riods for the Interpreter to render 


the original in the vulgar tongue, 


he made 4. mark thus : at every 
pauſe, which: was called thence- 
forward the vere, Thus began the 
diyiſion inte /eFigns and verſes. 


But che preſent divifion into chap- 


ters and nynerical 50 5 did not 
properly take place till about the 

ear 1438 after Chriſt, when Rab- 
6} — taking the hint from 
the numerical letters of Huge de 
Sancto Clara, began it in the He- 
brew Bible: and not in the Greet 
nor Latin Bible till the editions of 
Vetablus and Robert Stephens's 
Greek New Teſtament; which me- 
thod has been obſerved ever ſince in 
all languages, as moſt uſeful for re- 


ferences to thoſe divine books. 


Thus I have given you, I hope, 
full ſatisfaction, as to thoſe popular 
topicks, by which you ſeemed to 

9” | be 
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dying the Scriptures. 1 doubt not 
of the ſincerity of your belief, that 
they are genuine and uſeful, and 
preferrable to any other writings for 
reprof, for correction, for inſtruc- 
tion in rigbtesi ſneſs : But that you 
may be able to withſtand all future 
attempts to ſeduce you from this 
belief, and that you may be tho- 
roughly furniſhed unto all good works, 


1 would adviſe you to ſearch the 


Scriptures ; and whatever you find 
obſcure, difficult, or ſeemingly con- 
tradifory, I am ready to illuſtrate, 
Explain, and reconcile, that you 
may be able not only to give a rea- 


TTON, &c. 
be deterred from reading and ſtu- ſon of the faith you profeſs, but to 


ſtop the mouth of the noiſy ſcoffer; 
and to convince every ſober and 
mpartial enquirer, tbat great is the 
peace, which they have, who love 
the law of the Lord, and are not of- 


fended at it. 


S. Sir, I accept of your advice, 
and will prepare myſelf for its im- 
mediate performance. But as I am 
quite ignorant, I hope you will 
condeſcend to anſwer the meaneſt 
of my queſtions. £2 

T. I will hear all that you have 
to ſay, and anſwer every - 
oa. to "_ _—_— AF 
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| Including the Creation of the World and the Fall of Mew, Ab 
bis Excluſion from Paradiſe, and the Nature of bis Sin. 


Scholar. 


H Vis this Book called 
| W the Bible, and the Scrip- 
| -\ tures; of the Old and 
| New Teſtament ? _ 
Tutor. The name Bible, is de- 
rived from Bibles, a book ; 10 that 
by the Bible we underſtand by way 
of excellency, the Book of Books, 
or the meſt excellent Back. — It is 
called the Scriptures or Mritings, 
becauſe it contains the beſt of all 
writings ; containing the old law 
given by Moſes, and the new law 
a by Chriſi. 

S. How is the Bible FG ?.; 

T. It is, firft, divided into the 
Old and New Te/tament-: The Old 
containing the ſtate of the church 
of God among the Jes; the 
New containing the doctrine and 
privil:ges of the chriſtian church 
over all the world. Then the 
Oll Te ſament is divided into the 
Lau, and the Prophets, making 
an all 24 books; and the New, 
into the Goſpels, Acts of the A- 


* Epililes and Aae, 


LESS 


in all 27 backs; Da theſe are 


added thoſe books called the Apo- 
crypha, which contain the latter 
hiſtory of the Jets, and many 
good exhortations and rules of 
manners; but are not admitted to 
be of divine authority, becauſe 
not proved to be written oy inſpt- 
red perſons. 

S. In how many books | is the 
law. contained? 

7. In theſe five, Geneſis, Bar- 
a Levi ticus, Numbers, Deutero- 
nomy, which are therefore called 
the * books of Meſes,” or the 
Pentateuch, which word! wider 
the five- fold volume. 


S. Why is the firſt book called 


Genefis ? 

T. ' Becauſe it treats oh the crea- 
tion of the world, the beginning 
and generation of man, and of all 


other creatures. The word Gene- 
is ſignifying. the. 1 or fuſt : 


nning. 


S. How many years does this | 


book include? 
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dred fixty-nine, beginning with 
the world, and concluding with 
the death of the patriarch "Fo/eph. 
During which time, you read of 
the creation of the world, and all 
things therein ; the fall of our firſt 
parents; the birth of Cain and A- 
bel; the flood; God's covenant 
with Abraham, and his renewing of 
it with Jſaac and Jacob, and the 
ſeveral eircumſtances that attend 
each of theſe periods. 

S. What do you mean by the 
creation of the world, and all 
things therein ? 

T. In the beginning of time God 
created, or produced out of no- 
thing, the heaven and the earth, 
or the confuſed maſs and heap 
thereof, 'by ſome authors called the 
Chaos; and in the ſame inſtant he 
could have given it a form and mo- 
tion ; but for wiſe and inftructive 
ends, he ſpent fix days in this 
work. 

S8. What do you mean here by 
heaven ? 

T. I underſtand no more than 
that part of the world, which we 
behold above us, including the 
whole planetary ſyſte. 
8. Was this chaos a pre-exiſtent 
matter! | 

7. This chaos or earth was a 


futd maſs, wherein were the mate- 


rials and i tents of all bodies, 
but void or deſtitute of all furniture 
of trees and plants, as well as of 
animal inhabitants; and ſo con- 
fuſedly mingled, that heavy and 
light, denſe and rare, fluid and ſo- 
lid particles were jumbled toge 
ther, without any ſuch form of 
land, and ſea, continents, iſlands, 
c. And the atoms, or ſmall con- 


ſtituent parts of fire; air, water, 


and earth (now called the four ele- 
ments) were every one in every 
place, and all in a wild confuſion 
and diſorder ; becauſe the light was 
buried in the vaſt abyfs, and dark- 
neſs was upon the face of the waters. 

S. Why did he ſpend /ix days in 
the work of creation ? 

T. To ſhew us that he was not 


forced to it by fate or neceſſity, 


but that it was the effect of his free 
choice, and wiſe deſign; wherein 
he uſed his power in what manner 
he pleafed, and was influenced by 
nothing but the eternal reaſons and 
proportion of things. 

S. How did he proceed ? 

T. On the rt day God crea- 
ted light. At his word or will, the 
light ſhone out ; and upon this all 
the confuſed ſtagnating particles of 
matter began to range into form 
and order. The dull, heavy, and 
terrene parts, which over-clouded 
the expanſum, are ſummoned to re- 
tire to their reſpective centers; the 
lighter and more tenuous mount- 
ed up; and, the lucid and fiery par- 
ticles aſcending ſtill higher, and 
by the divine command, meeting 
together in a body, and putina 
circular motion, and, in the ſpace 
of a natural day, made to viſit the 


whole extenſion of the chaos, the 


light was ſeparated from darkneſs : 
and ſo began the diſtinction of day 
and night, and the work of the 
fir/t day was ended. 

S. What is the meaning of the 
Spirit of God" moving upon the 


face of the wzte-s ? 5 


T. The conſtant interpretation 
of this phraſe by the church, di- 


rects us to underſtand thereby the 
Holy Gheſi or Third Perſon of the 
bleſſed Trinity: But ſome good 
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moving upon the ſace of the wa- 

ters, or making the ſurface of the 

globe to move; and from hence 

argue, that God's giving the earth 

its diurnal motion, was the ve 

work of the fit 4a, here deſcrib- 
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annotators, without any injury to 
the word of God, have rather ſup- 
poſed this ſpirit to be the wind, or 
aerial body; and others call it the 
Soul of the World. And by the ſpi- 
rits moving upon the face of the wa- 
ters, is denoted a vital fruitfulneſs 
communicated to them by the in- 
viſible power of God, in order to 
their production of other crea- 
tures ; or, if the new theory be 
true, the ſpirit of God moved the 


ſurface of the globe, and thereby 


gave it its diurnal motion. 
S. What was that light, which 
God created on the firſt day? 

T. They that do not acquieſce 
in the ſuppoſition that this light 
was a luminous body, which, by 
a rapid motion being communica- 
ted to a portion of matter, diffuſed 
its rays upon the whole maſs of the 


univerſe, ſay, that day-light was 


ſucceſhvely diſtributed to all parts 


. of the world by the ſpirit of God 


ed by Meſes which, I think, may 
not be improperly. illuſtrated by 
that expreſſion of another inſpired 
writer, He founded the earth, and 
HUNG it upon nothing. 

However, be this as it will, 
there is no defect in the Moſaic ac- 
count ; theſe are only the various 
opinions of commentators and the- 
oriſts : ſo the evening and morning 
were the firſt dag. 

On the ſecond day, God com- 
manded a Firmament to be made, 
on which he /tretched out the Hea- 


vers like @ curtain; this is that vaſt 


f 


Fruit- trees, 


extenſion or region of the air, which 
appears to our eyes like a vaſt co- 
vering ſpread ever ſublunary be- 
ings; by this the waters were di- 
vided, a ſufficient quantity being 
reſerved above, and diſmiſſed to 
their ſeveral planets, to keep the 


light and heat of the ſun, Se. 


directed and compreſſed towards 
the earth ; or to qualify and flake 
the predominant and parching heat 
or fire of the Æther, which other - 
wiſe muſt have conſumed the lower 
world; and thoſe that were caſt 
below the firmament, are what we 
now enjoy under ſeveral names of 
ſeas, rivers, fountains, Cc. 

On the third day, light and air 
being diſintangled and extracted 
from the Chaos, but the earth and 
water ſtill exiſting, God command 
ed the waters to be gathered into one 
place, by the name of ſeas, aud the 
dry land to appear, by the name of 
earth ; whereupon the mighty 
mountains inſtantly reared up their 
heads, and the waters falling every 
way from their ſides, ran into thoſe 
large extended yallies, which this 


ry ſwelling of the earth in ſome places 


had made for their reception in 9+ 
thers, He ſhut up the ſea, ſaying, 
bitherta ſhalt thou come, but no fur- 
ther; and here ſhall thy proud waves 
be flayed, Then he furniſhed the 
earth with ſuch things as were pro- 
both for man and beaſt; for 

e no ſooner had given motion to 
the waters, and commanded the 
earth to N graſs, herbs, and 
t it was immediately 

poſſeſſed of a prolifick virtue, and 


adorned with 2 beautiful carpet of 


flowers, plants, and trees of all 
ſorts, impregnated with their re- 
ſpective feed in order to propagate 

their 
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their kind even unto the end of the 
world. 

On the fourth day, God taking 
the maſs of fiery light mentioned 
in the work of the firſt day, con- 
denſed it, and, caſting it into a pro- 
per orb, placed it at a convenient 
diſtance from the earth, and other 
planets. This is the glorious body 
of the Sun, which gives light by 
day, and darting its rays upon the 
ſolid ſurface of the Moon, made at 
the ſame time, enabled that orb al- 
ſo to give light to the inhabitants 
of the earth by night. 

S. So that, if I underſtand right, 
the Sun and Mon were this day 
not created, but formed out of the 
matter created on the firſt day, and 
now only made to ſerve new pur- 
poſes, to which they were now ap- 
plied and adapted, by means of the 
earths and moon's motions in their 
reſpective orbit. 

T. You take it right. ; 

S. How could there be three days 
before there was one ſun ? 

T. Thoſe three da s were ſo ma- 
ny portions of time equal to that 
of a day; or ſuch periods and diſ- 
tinctions of time, as God was pleaſ- 
ed to divide his work of creation by. 

S. What are thoſe purpoſes Buy 
are now made to'ſerve? © © 

T. By the Sun's courſe of twen⸗ 
ty-four hours, to make a day; by 
the change 
Month; and by the apparent revo- 
lution of the Sun, to the ſame point 
of the ecliptic line, to make not on- 
ly a year, but likewiſe to occaſion 
a grateful variety of feafons in the 
ſeveral parts of the earth; graduat- 


ly and ſucceſſi velyviſited — the Sun! | 


beams. Then 
On the th viy, God ſtored the 


of the Moon, to make a 


waters with all kind of ub, and the 
earth with fowls and beaſts and 
creeping things; ſome vaſtly big to 
diſplay the wonders of his creating 
power, and ſome extreamly ſmall, to 
ſhew the goodneſs of his indulgent 
providence ; at the ſame time giv- 
ing them a prolific virtue, and a 
natural inſtin& for generation, 
whereby they might preſerve their 
ſpecies and multiply their indivi- 
duals. 

On the fixth day, God having 


furniſhed the univerſe both with ne- 


ceſſaries, and a great variety of a- 
greeable objects, he concludes the 
works of creation by making the 
fir/t parent of mankind after bis 
own image. Man being thus made, 
God bleſſed him with \ fruitfulneſs 
to repleniſh the earth with his own 


offspring, and with dominion over 


all other creatures ; and gave him 
the product of the whole earth for 
his ſuſtenance and pleaſure. a 
FS. What is meant by God's cre- 
ating man in his own image? 

T. That God endowed man with 
knowledge, righteouſneſs, and true 
holineſs, Writing his law on his 
heart, and giving him power to ful- 
fil it. The image of God in man 


does alſo conſiſt in his domi- 


nion over the other creatures. He 
was God's repreſentative upon 
earth, and was qualified for ſuch a 
command by the rectitude of his 


mind, enabling hit m to know, fear, 
worlhip; hondur, glorify, and obey 


God, and to teach other creatures 


their duty; which power man ex- 


erciſed by giving them names ſuits 
able to their natures. 


S. Was not Eve, the firſt wo- 
man, created on the ſame day Wien 


naam the firſt man? 
8 Yes, 
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of the Creatiom of MAN. 


T. Yes, as you read it in the 27 
verſe; in the ſixth day, male and 
female created he them. And there- 
tore the hiſtorian only re-aſſumes 
the argument in the ſecond chap- 
ter, to give us a more full and par- 
ticular account of the woman's o- 
rigin, which was but briefly de- 
livered, or rather only hinted at, in 
the fir/?. 

S. How were they created? 

T. Man was formed out of the 
duſt of the ground, which became 
a living ſoul by the Almighty's 
breathing into his noſtrils the breath 
of life: and the woman was made 
of the ſubſtance of the man's bo- 
dy taken from near his ſide, which 
became alſo a living ſoul when God 
_ breathed into her the breath of 

I 

. chis, God having ſurveyed 
and pronounced all that he had 
done to be very good, or properly 
adapted to the uſes: intended, he 
reſted from all his work, he produ- 
ced no more creatures, and ſancti- 
fied and ſet apart the ſeventh or next 
enſuing day, as a time of ſolemn 
reſt and rejoicing for ever after; 
that man might therein conſider the 
excellency of the creation, and 
God's goodneſs towards him. 

S. Is this account agreeable to 
that which other nations _ of 
the Creation? 

T. No. | 

S. How then ſhall I be able to 
know which is the beſt and trueſt ? 

T. By the ridiculous accounts 
given by other nations compared 
with the ſolid philoſophy of the mo- 
ſaic hiſtory. 

S. What do the nations oretend? 
T. The £gyptians ſay that the 

world was made by chance, and 
E. 


conſequently, that mankind grew 
out of the earth like pumpizins. The 
ſtories that are told of Jupiter and 
Saturn, and the forming of men 
and women out of projected ftones 
are a diſgrace to the Grecian name, 
The Phenicians made air the prin- 
ciple of the univerſe, produced all 
intelligent creatures from an egg; 
and awakened both male and female 
into life by a great thunder-clap. 
And the confuſed and contrary ac- 
counts of the Chineſe and Mabome - 
tans are not leſs ridiculous ; though 
all theſe, in other reſpects, are na- 
tions of great ſagacity. But, 

Review the ſcripture account; 
there every thing is eaſy and natu- 
ral, comporting with God's majeſ- 
ty, and not repugnant to the prin- 


ciples of philoſophy; agreeing with 


the poſitions of the greateſt men 
in the heathen world, the ſenti- 


ments of their wiſeſt philoſophers, 


and the deſcriptions of their moſt 
renowned poets ; ſo, that were we 


to judge of Moſes, at the bar of rea- 


ſon, merely as an Hhiſtorian, with- 
out the ſupernatural proofs of his 
writings, and the advantage they 
have above all others for antiguity, 
the very manner of his treating the 
ſubject gives him the preference; 
who, having none of thoſe ſyſtems 
before him, we now ſo much va- 


lue, gives us a better idea of things, 6 


in the way of an eaſy narrative, 
than any phileſapher, with all his 
hard words, and new invented 
terms, ha yet been. able to do, ei- 
ther in regaid to plainneſs or bre- 
vity. 
S. Permit me, Sir, to alk a few 
queſtions more before we proceed ; 
Why did not God ſpeak the world 
into being at once? 

T. I have 


13. 
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T. I bave in part anſwered this 
queſtion already : but let me add: it 
pleaſed the divine architect to em- 
ploy /ix days in the formation of the 
world, that the Angels thereby ſee- 
ing the whole texture and contri- 
vance of this glorious work, might 
value, praiſe, love, and admire the 
Creator more, than they could have 
done, had the world ſtarted forth in 
an inſtant into this beautiful frame 
and order. And it was in regard 
to our capacity alſo that God divi- 
ded the Creation into ſtated peri- 
ods ; that Man might retain clearer 
notions of his eternal power and 
godhead; and that every particular 
day of the week, might comme- 
morate new and particular works 
for which we are to praiſe him. 

S. How could there be light be- 
fore the Sun was created? 

T. It is always allowed that the 
firſt remove from the Chaos ſhould 
be a tendency to light. And the 
light which was extracted from the 
Chaos on the firſt day, was not the 
darting of rays from a luminous 
body, ſuch as proceed now from 


the Sun, but thoſe particles of mat- 


ter only, which we call Fire, en- 
dowed with the properties of /ight 
and heat, which the Almighty pro- 


duced, as a proper inſtrument for 


the preparation, and digeſtion of 
all other matter. 

S. Why is the Moon, which is 
an opaque body, called a great light? 

T. Becauſe it is made of ſuch a 
figure as to receive the full light 
of the Sun, which by reflection, and 
dy reaſon of its proximity to the 
earth, communicates more light 
and is of more uſe and benefit to 
us than all the other planets put 
together; which the inhabitants a- 


bout the poles experience in a ſpe- 
cial manner. 

S. Why did God make the wo- 
man out of the man? 

T. He took her out of the man's 
ide, to inculcate to them the great- 
eſt obligations to the ſtricteſt friend - 
ſhip and ſociety in a married eſtate; 
to beget the ſtrongeſt love and 
ſympathy between him and her, as 


parts of the ſame whelz; and to 


recommend marriage to all man- 
kind, as founded in nature, and as 
the re. union of man and woman. 

S. I do not obſerve that the too- 
man's ſoul is mentioned in the works 
of creation. 

T. There was no need for men- 
tioning it in particular, for when 
God ſaid he would make a help- meet 
for man, it included the ſoul, as 
well as the body of the woman, 
namely, that he would make him a 
companion of the ſame eſſential qua- 
lities with himſelf: and therefore 
the hiſtorian thought it needleſs to 


' repreſent any thing more than the 


peculiar circumſtance in the wo- 
man's compoſition. 

S. Was man ſenſible of this 
work which God performed on 


him, when he took the woman out 
of his fide 


T. No; the man was aſleep, and 


when he awaked was agreeably 
ſurprized with the fair figure of a 
woman approaching him in the 
hand of her Almighty maker. The 
innocent beauties that adorned her 
perſon, the comlineſs of her ſhape, 
and gracefulneſs of her geſture, the 
luſtre of her eyes, and ſweetneſs of 


her looks diſcovered themſelves 
mote and more as ſhe advanced, 


and convinced him that ſhe'was bone 


of his bone, and fleſp of his fleſ, and 
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as ſuch, to be the companion of his 
life, and a partner in all his cares 
and pleaſures. | 

S. Mbere did God put the man 
whom he had made ? 

T. In the terreſtrial paradiſe; a 
pleaſant and delightful habitation 
or garden in the country of Eden, 
watered by four rivers, and ſtored 
with all kinds of trees, herbs, and 
flowers, which could any way de- 
light the ſight, the taſte or the ſmell. 

S. On what conditions did God 
place our firſt parents in paradiſe ? 

T. He forbade them to eat of 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge © 
good and evil, promiſing life to them 
and their poſterity on their obe- 
dience, and death if they diſobeyed 
and ſinned, making this tree as a 
ſacratnent or ſeal of that covenant, 
which then was agreed on between 
God and man, and giving them 
leave to uſe and to eat the fruit of 
all the other trees in the garden. 

S. Is it recorded what kind of 
tree this was ? 

T. No; God has not thought fit 
to reveal it ; therefore it is a vain 
curioſity to enquire after it. 

S. Why is it called the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil? 

T. Not becauſe it had any virtue 
to confer ſuch knowledge, but be- 
cauſe the devil, the more eaſily to 
ſeduce the woman, pretended that 
it had: or, becauſe when Adam had 
eaten thereof he would immediate- 
ly find that he had forſaken God's 
eommand and done wickedly. 

S. How did they live in that ſtate ? 

T. They were both zaked; but 


as they had no ſinful inclinations in 


their bodies, nor evil concupiſcence 
in their minds, they were not a- 


ſhamed; and by God's appointment 


to ſhew his diſlike to idleneſs, 4. 
dam was employed in dreſſing and 
keeping this new plantation in or- 
der. 

S. Was there a real, local, earth - 
ly place, called Eden, ot was it on- 
ly an imaginary country? 

T. It was a real portion or part 
of the habitable world. Moſes had 
no imaginary paradiſe in view, but 
a place bounded with ſuch countries 
and rivers, as were well known by 


the names he gave them in his time, 


and for many ages after. 
The word Eden in Hebrew fig- 


F nifies pleaſure and delight, and 


therefote has been frequently given 
as the proper name of places te- 
markable either for their fruitful 
ſoil or pleaſant fituation, in which 
number, Czlo-/yria or the hollow 
Syria is one; Armenia is another: 


But thirdly the Eden in Chaldea, 


on the banks of Exphrates, which 
is ſituated ſo agreeable to the de- 
ſcription of Moſes, and is allowed 
by all travellers, to anſwer the cha- 
racter of pleaſure and fruitfulneſs, 
which Moſes gives it, is probably 
the very Eden and paradiſe our firſt 
parents inhabited ; the-country of 
Eden being that very tract of land, 
which lies between Bagdat and 
Baſſera. If ſo, paradiſe was ſitu- 
ated. on the eaſt-ſide of one of 
the turnings of that river, which 
the conjunction of the Tigris and 
Euphrates makes, now called the 


river of the Arabs, and not far 


from the place, where Erec or A- 
racca, now ſtands, at the loweſt 
great turning. 

S. Did they keep the covenant 
with God? | 

T. No; They did not continue 


long, in this happy ſtate ; for the 


devil 


n 


— — — 2 


10 
devil envying their condition, ap- 
peared tg Ave in the agreeable form 
of a ſerpent, and perſwaded her to 
eat of the forbidden fruit; and ſhe 
prevailed with Adam to taſte it alſo. 
S. How did the devil addreſs him- 
ſelf ſo as tp draw her from her du- 
ty to God, and to her own ruin? 
7. Satan being baniſhed 'for his 
pride from the preſence of God, 
and deſpairing of a reconciliation 
with the Almighty, abandoned 
himſelf to all wickedneſs, and re- 
ſolving to endeavour alſo the ruin 
of man by drawing him into diſobe- 
dience, uſurped the organs of a ſer- 
pent; which before the fall, was a 
bright and glorious creature, and 
next to man, endued with thegreat- 
eſt talents of ſagacity and under- 
ſtanding; and after ſome previous 
compliments and congratulations 
of her happy ſtate, puts on an air 
of concern, and amazement that 
the bountiful creator ſhould deny 


them the uſe of a tree, whoſe fruit 


was ſo tempting to the eye, ſo 
gtateful to the palate, and ſo able 
to make them wiſe; and then find- 
ing her half inclined to follow his 
advice, replyed to her demur of 
God's prohibition thereof, that ſuch 
a penalty was only an empty threat, 
intended only to keep them in a 
ſtate of ignorance and dependance; 


that the fruit had a virtue to im- 


part an univerſal knowledge to the 
perſon who taſted it; and that 
thereſore God, who was jealous of 
his honour; and would admit of no 
competitor, had reſerved this pri- 
viledge to himſelf. So that ſwayed 
by the fond conceit of 4nowing good 
and evil, and of becoming lie God, 
provoked at the ſight, urged by the 
tempter, and willing eo break thro! 
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all reſtraint, Eve yields to her natu- 
ral curioſity, and at all adventures, 
puts out her hand, plucks and eats; 
and Adam, coming at that inſtant 
of time, was eaſily perſwaded to 
tranſgreſs by her, whom he loved 
ſo dearly. She held forth the fair 
enticing fruit to him, and he, ra- 
ther than ſee her periſh alone, choſe 
to be involved in the ſame com- 
mon guilt. 

S. What was the conſequence 
of this diſobedience ? 

T. Our firſt parents loſt the fa- 
vour of God, were caſt out of pa- 
radiſe, baniſhed from the: tree of 
life, became ſubject to fin, labour, 
trouble, ſickneſs, pain in child- 
birth, and death, entailed upon their 
poſterity. The fertility of the earth 
and ſerenity of the air, were  chang- 
ed; the elements began to jar; the 
ſeaſons grew intemperate; and the 
weather uncertain, as we feel it to 
this day. | 

S. By what name do you call this 
crime? 

T. Original ſin. 

S. Has this ſin corrupted all man- 
kind? 

T. Yes; ; not that we have re- 
ceived from Adam, a nature in- 


fected with vicious inclinations or 


habits, to ſway, and to determine 
our will to what is evil: but 


he communicated to his poſteri- 


ty a nature, which has indeed 2 


power to incline and act variouſiy, 
without communicating to them 


the image of goed, and that ful 
neſs of knowledge and power of 


obedience, which were requiſite 
to make all our actions and incli- 
nations holy and regular: And our 
nature is therefore ſaid to be c- 
rupted, becaule it is ane 1 
au ; ns 
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bad ; becauſe it is reduced to its 
mere natural ſtate of imperfection, 
and deprived of that grace which 
ſhould have reſtrained it from ſin, 
and of thoſe other high endow- 
ments, wherewith at firſt it was 
inveſted. 

S. How did God puniſh the ſer- 
pent ? 

T. Thou art curſed, ſaid God to 
the ſerpent, above all cattle ; «por 
thy belly thou ſhalt go. But as it 
was not the beat, but the devil in 
its body or ſhape that deceived the 
woman, this ſentence was not ſo 
much to puniſh the ſerpent, as to 
make it a monument of man's apoſ- 
tacy ; a teſtimony of God's diſplea- 
ſure againſt fin; and an inſtructive 
emblem to deter all future ages from 
the commiſſion of that, which 
brought ſuch vengeance along with 
K. 

S. Did not the ſerpent go upon its 
belly before? 

T. No. Before this fact the ſer- 
pent was a noble creature, that ei- 
ther walked upright, or flew in the 
air. 

S. But was not this unju/? to- 
wards the ſerpent,*which had nei- 
ther will nor underftanding to of- 
fend ? | 

T. No. There was no more in- 
Juflice in changing the form of the 
ferpent for man's ſake, than in ſuf- 
fering other creatures to be ſlain 
for his Food; or in ſtoning an ox 
for goring a man; or for killing the 
beaſt with whom man had wrought 
any abomination. 

S. How did God puniſh the de- 
vil in this caſe ? 

T. To the devil, who laid un- 
der the covert of the ſerpent, God 
declares, that how much ſoever he 


17 
might glory in his preſent conqueſt, 
a time ſhould come, when a child, 
or Meſſias, deſcended from the ſeed 
of that very Sex he had now de- 
feated, ſhould ruin all his new erect- 
ed empire of ſin and death. 

S. How long did they live in a 
ſtate of innocence ? 

T. Many circumſtances are omit- 
ted in ſcripture concerning the ſtate 
of our firſt parents, and the man- 
ner of their tranſgreſſion, of which 
this is one; for MAoſes only men- 
tions, what is neceſſary for man to 
know, and conducive to his ſhort 
account of the moſt remarkable 
tranſactions from the beginning of 
the world to his time: But accord- 
ing to the beſt information to be 
gathered out of the context, I can- 
not think that it happened before 


the tenth day of the world's age, 


that our firſt parents fell and were 
turned out of paradiſe; in memory 
of which calamity, the great day of 
expiation, on the tenth day of the 
year, wherein all were required to 
aict their Fn was inſtituted in 
after ages: Or, before the eighth day 
from their creation, that as the firſt 
week of the world ended with the 
formation of man and woman, the 
ſecond was probably concluded with 
their fatal ſeduction. 

S. How did they know that they 
had done evil and offended God ? 

T. They were immediately fil- 
led with remorſe. Their eyes were 
opened indeed, but it was to behold 
their own folly, and impending mi- 
ſeries. They had acquired #now- 
ledge, but it was of the good they 
had loſt, and of the evil they began 
to feel. They find themſelves ſtrip- 
ped of all their intellectual and mo- 
ral ornaments, and ſubject to ſtrange 
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irregular appetites, and inordinate 
luſts; and bluſhing to ſee their ex- 
ternal glory ſo debaſed, they ſtrive 
to conceal their ſhame with fig- 
leaves ſewed together, and tremble 
and flee at the voice of God. 

S. Were they caſt out of para- 
diſe immediately? 

T. Ves: Had they in this com- 
plicated miſery been permitted to 
eat alſo of the tree of life, it would 
have been perpetuated; therefore, 
God in his great mercy preſently 
removed them from paradiſe to that 
part of the country lying towards 
the eat, where at firſt he had created 
them. | 

This is the received interpreta- 
tion, and moſt conſonant to the 
letter of the text; but the learned 
Eſtius thinks that theſe words, 17% 
he put forth his hand, and taſte o 
the tree of life, and live for ever, 
are ſpoken ſarcaſtically, and as if 
God had ſaid, * Left the man ſhould 
vainly fancy in himſelf, that by eat- 
ing of the tree of life, he ſhall be a- 
ble to live for ever, let us remove 
this conceit from him, by removing 
him from this place, and for ever 
debarring him from any hopes of 
coming at that tree again.“ 

S. What means were uſed to 
keep them from attempting a re- 
entrance? 

7. God ſecured every paſſage 
with a guard of Angels, who flying 
too and fro in the air, in bright re- 
fulgent bodies, ſeemed to flaſh out 
fire on every ſide, or to reſemble 
the vibrations of a flaming ſword. 

S. Is ſorrow in conception and the 
pain in child-bearing peculiar to the 
woman? 


T. The woman is the only crea- 
ture, who has any ſorrow in con- 
ception, except there happens to be 
ſomething monſtrous in the Feetus. 
Other creatures are in more per- 
fect health, ſtrength and vigour at 
that time, than before; but Ariſ- 
totle enumerates no leſs than ter 
different maladies, to which the 
woman is then naturally ſubject. 
She breeds with daily fickneſs ; and 
ſhe is delivered with more pain and 
agony than any other creature, 
though her very contexture might 
promiſe ſome alleviation in this 
particular; and conſequently, it is 
probable, God had no ſooner ſaid 
to the woman, in ſorrow thou ſhalt 
bring forth children, but the real ef- 
fect immediately followed, and ſuch 
a change took place in the woman's 


F body, as in the courſe of nature, 


has cauſed the extraordinary pain 
from the time ſhe was condemned. 
The ſame word was alſo executive, 
as well as declarative in the ſentence 
againſt the ſerpent, the earth and 
the man. God never ſpeaks, but 
the effect accompanies the word 
ſpoken. 

Now let me obſerve that in this 
account of the fall, we have the 
plain and obvious riſe of the origin 
of evil, of the depravation of man's 
will, the pains of child-bearing wo- 
men beyond other females, of the 
barrenneſs of the earth, and many 
other things, which the heathen phi- 
loſophers could never truly find out; 
and here we ſee how the hopes of 
the ſalvation of fallen man by the 
promiſed ſeed, our redeemer, were 
uſhered into the world. 
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Of the murder of Abel and Puniſhment of Cain. 
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II. 
Of the Land 


of Nod. Of the Birth of Seth, and his Family. Of the Tran- 


lation of Enoch. 


Of the Antideluvian Fathers, Chronology, 


Religion, Government, Learning and their Longevity. 


K HAT followed the ex- 
pulſion out of paradiſe ? 
T. Our firſt parents being ba- 
nithed . paradiſe, found a woful 
change in themſelves, and in every 
thing about them ; the earth no 
longer ſmiled upon them as before, 
but yielded ſlowly to Adam's pain- 
ful labours ; and Eve conceived and 
bare him a ſon, whoſe name was 
Cain, whom ſhe: vainly expected 
to be the promiſed ſeed to bruiſe 
the ſerpents head. This Cain ſoon 
diſcovered that he was rather the 
ſeed of the wicked one, by killing 
his younger brother Abel. 
S. What was the occaſion of 
this murder ? 
T. Cain, who was of a moroſe, 
ſordid, and avaritious temper, be- 
took himſelf to the tilling of the 
ground: Abel, who was of a more 
.gentle and ingenuous diſpoſition, 
followed the employment of a ſhep- 
herd. Theſe brothers, according 
to their education, offered up to 
the Lord ſomething ſuitable to their 
reſpective callings ; but as Cain did 
it rather through oſtentation or for- 
mality, and Abel offered his out of 
the abundance and ſincerity of his 
heart, God gave ſome viſible token, 
by fire or lightning, of his accep- 
tance of Abel's ſacrifice, preferable 
to that of Cain; which ſo enraged, 
and tranſported him with envy a- 
gainſt his brother, that he immedi- 
_ ately reſolved to take away his life; 
and though God expoſtulated the 
iniquity of ſuch a reſolution with 


Cain, and threatened his puniſh- 
ment, Cain only waited a proper op- 


portunity to put it in execution: ſo 


that under the pretence offriendſhip 
and brotherly love, having ſeduced 
him into the fields, Cain picked a 


quarrel with his brother, which pre- 


ſently ended with the death of Abel. 
This unnatural murder gave death 
the firſt handſel, and as it proceed- 
ed purely from AbePs acceptance 
with God for his ſincere worſhip, 
Abel may properly be recorded as 
the firſt martyr for the cauſe of God: 
S. For what end did they offer 
ſacrifices unto God ? : 
T. To implore his reconciliation 
by haſtening the promiſed ſeed : and 
thus it was, that Abel, by Faith of- 


fered a better ſacrifice than Cain; 


becauſe he believed her God had 
promiſed, that the ſee of the wo- 


man ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head; 


and in conſequence of ſuch a belief, 
offered ſuch a ſacrifice for his ſin, 
as God had appointed to be offer- 


ed, until the ſeed ſbould come. 


S. Be pleaſed to explain the de- 


ect of Cain's ſacrifice or offering. 


T. Cain was ſenſible of his duty 
to offer ſuch a ſacrifice ; but while 
he was offering, he gave no atten- 
tion to what he was about, nor ſo 
much as reflected upon the promiſe 
of God, made in paradiſe; nor pla- 
ced any confidence in the merits 
of a ſaviour, to recommend his ſer- 
vices ; but puffed up with ſelf- con- 


ceit, and the ridiculous notion of 


his own righteouſneſs, vainly ima- | 
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einins that his bare oblations was all 
that was required to his juſtification, 
he took no care to preſerve his ſoul 
pure and unpolluted, or to conſti- 
tute his members, as inſtruments of 
righteouſneſs unto God. Thus his 
oblation was no better than the ſer- 
vice of an hypocrite, lying unto 
God, and uſing the external means 
of grace for a cloke of malictouſneſs. 
kene“ fe bras — hy 
tended with awful meditations on 
that ſeed of the woman, which was 
to become the redeemer of man- 
kind, with warm applications to 
him for mercy and forgiveneſs, and 
with holy reſolutions of better obe- 
dience, of abandoning all fin, and 
always abounding in the work of 
the Lord; and therefore, there is 
no wonder that their ſervices met 
with ſo different a reception from 
the Almighty, who #noweth our 
hearts and thoughts long before, and 
will not be mocked. 

S. What did Cain do with his 

dead brother ? 

. He buried him in the ground 
to prevent all diſcovery. But as 
'nothirg can be hid from the Al- 
mighty, the Lord faw what was 
done, purſues Cain; and, after a juſt 
repreſentation of his unpardonable 
crime, and ſetting forth his wrong 
notions of becoming great and pow- 
erful by Eriminal means, he ſen- 
tenced the ground not to yield him 
ber ſtrength, that he thence forward 
might gain nothing by huſbandry 
and tillage, or in the way of his 
calling, and baniſhed him out e 
his preſence ; gave him up to a re- 
probate ſenſæ to work all iniquity, 
and compelled him to live as a fu- 
gitive and vagabond in ſome diſtant 
and geſolate part of the earth, as an 
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abominable perſon not worthy to 
live, nor fit to be endured in any 
civil community; but, at the ſame 
time took him under his providen- 
tial protection from all out ward vi- 
olence, that he might live in his 
wretched ſtate as a monument of 
his vengeance, to deter future ages 
from the like offence. 

S. How did Cain behave upon 
this ſentence? 

T. He complains of its rigour and 
ſeverity, and like all hardened ſin- 
ners ſeemed more concerned for 
his puniſhment than his crime; ſe- 
parated from the worſhip and reli- 
gious aſſemblies of the people of 
God; forſook the family and altar 
of his father, with all the pretenti- 
ons to the fear of God; and like 
your free-thinkers, was willing to 
diſclaim the privileges of the church, 


that he might not be ſubject to her 


precepts; all which is emphatical- 
ly included in this ſcripture phraſe, 
Cain went out from the preſence of 
the Lord : which waseither the pro- 
per name of that particular place 
where Adamafter his expulſion from 
paradiſe, dwelt ; or, it means the 
divine Shechinah, from which he 
was for ever baniſhed. : 
S. What means the Shechinah ? 
T. It was the appearance of God 
in a viſible glorious majeſty, or a 
very ſhining flame, or in an amaz- 
ing ſplendor of light breaking out of 
a thick cloud, which ſhewed itſelf 
to Adam and to his poſterity, on 
ſundry extraordinary occaſions, in 


ff theſe early days of the world, for 


their comfort and ſupport. 
S. Where did Cain go? 12 
T. Into the land of Ned, on the 
eaſt fide of Eden, es 
S. I cannot rightly apprehend 
18 
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this account. Was that land cal- 
led Nod before he went into it? 

T. No; the land took its name 
from Cain. For the terrors of his 
ſpirit, occaſioned by a guilty con- 
ſcience, made him a terror to him- 
felf and to all about him. It all 
come to paſs, ſays he, that every one 
that findeth me, ſhall lay me. There- 
fore the place where he dwelt was 
called the land of Nod, or of ſhaking 
and trembling, | 

S. What was the mar# which 
God ſet upon Cain to prevent his 
being flain ? 

T. If there was any ſuch mark, 
it was that outward behaviour, 
which indicated his diſturbed mind ; 
but I am of opinion that we ſhould 
read this text according to the Sep- 
tuagint tranſlation, that God ſet a 
ien or wonder before Cain, to per- 
ſwade him, that whoſoever Hu, 
fend him ſhould not kill him, Thus 
God did ſet ſigns before the Egyp- 
tians, which were the wonders he 
wrought in Zgypt to oblige Pha- 
raoh to let his people go. 

S. But my greateſt difficulty lies 
here. Hitherto we have an account 
of no more than four people, A- 
dam, Eve, Cain, and Abel, and yet 
Moſes ſays, that the Lord ſet a mark 
upon Cain, left any finding him ſhould 
ill him? Who were theſe any, 
or other perſons, he needed to be 
afraid of ? | | 

T. As this murder of Abel muſt 
he ſuppoſed to have happened not 


more than tuo years before the birth 


of Seth, and it is certain that his 


birth happened in the 13oth year 


of the world, then Cain was ba- 
niſhed in the 128th year of the cre- 
ation, at which time, though it did 
not ſuit with the compendious ac- 


count of Moſes to record the col- 


lateral branches, but only ſuch per- 
ſons by whom in a right line the 
ſucceſſion was continued down to 
Noah, and thence to Abraham, the 
founder of the 7etus, there could 
not chuſe but be many ſons and 
daughters on the earth deſcended 
from Adam. But to ſet this matter 
in a rational light: Suppoſe that 
Cain and Abel married in the 19th 
year of the world, they might each 
have had 8 children in the year 27, 
from which 64 more might pro- 
ceed in the 5oth year of the world, 
which might multiply to 512 inthe 
year 74, and to 4096 in the year 
98, and to 32,768, inthe year 122. 
And if we add to theſe the other 
children born during that time to 
Adam and Eve with their deſcen- 
dents ; and more children deſcend- 
ed from Cain and Abel, and their 
offsprings, we ſhall find with a ve- 
ry little help of ar ithmetic, not leſs 
than 421, 164 men, capable of ge- 


neration in the aforeſaid year 122, 


excluſive of old and young women, 
and all children under ſeventeen 


years old. Where then is the ab- 
ſurdity or contradiction, wherewith 


the lovers of inſidelity would glad- 
ly charge this account ? 


S. Does it appear what Cain did 
in the land of Nod? 
T. The Scripture only relates 


that he abode there with his wife, 
of whom he had a ſon called Enoch, 
and built a city of the ſame name. 
But if we may credit the great Jo- 


ſephus : © He there grew worſe and 


« warſe, abandoning himſelf to his 
luſts and all manner of outrage, . 


< without any regard to common. 
« juſtice, He enriched himſelf by. 


« rapine and violence, and made 
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© choice of the moſt profligate of 
* monſters for his companions, in- 
© ſtructing them in the very myſte- 
* ry of their own profeſſions : he 
*/corrupted the ſimplicity and plain 
* dealing of former Times with the 


novel invention of weights and 


© meaſures, and exchanged the in- 
* nocency of that primitive gene- 
« rolity and candour for the new 
* tricks of policy and craft. He 
* was the firſt who invaded the 
© common rights of mankind by 
© bounds and incloſures; and the 
5 firſt, who built, peopled, and for- 
© tied a city,” to defend themſelves 
againſt purſuers, and to ſecure their 
unjuſt poſſeſſions. 

S. Had not Adam more ſons ? 

T. Yes: Our firſt parents being 


deprived of Cain and Abel, God 


promiſed to give them another ſon, 
who ſhould be a laſting conſolation 
tothem. Accordingly Eve conceiv- 
ed and bare a fon, whom ſhe called 
Seth, which is interpreted a ſub/7itute. 

S. How old was Adam, when 
Seth was born ? 

T. Only one hundred and thirty 
years, he lived 800 years longer and 
had many more children. 

S. Did the family of Seth reject 


all communication with the family 


of Cain? | 

T. Ves; till the days of Mabha- 
ialeel, when ſome of the ſons of 
Seth, who were diſtinguiſhed by 
the title of ſons or ſervants of God, 
on account of their piety and god- 
ly zeal, indulging themſelves in too 
great liberties, entertained a more 
free and familiar converſation with 
the wicked offspring of curſed Cain; 
whote children, being full of wick- 
edneſs and impiety, were called the 
fons and daughters of men, till at laft 
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they took ſome of their daughters 
in marriage. {| 

S. I ſhould be glad to know the 
genealogy of theſe two families. | 

T. Cain was the elder brother; 
but as his offspring were a wick; 
ed and ungodly race of men, ho 
all periſhed in the flood, Moſes 
records only ſuch of Cain's poſte- 
rity, as diftinguiſhed themſelves 
by inventing certain arts or trades, 
or were inſtrumental in corrupt= 
ing the better ſeed of Adam after- 
wards, The deſcendants of Cain 
were Enoch, Irad, Mehuael, Me- 
thuſael, and Lamech, and his ſons 
Jabal, Fubal, and Tubal-cain, with 
one daughter, whoſe name was Naa 
mah. There is nothing more than 
a ſhort mention of the other names 
till we read of Lamech, who boaſt- 
ed of his own cruelty, and married 
two wives at once; by whom ſays 
Foſephus, he had 77 ſons z but the 
ſcripture has only mentioned three, 
diſtinguiſhing them on account of 
their ſeveral inventions ; for here 
we have in the perſon of his ſon 
Jabal, the father of ſuch as dwell 
in tents, in the fields, and follow the 
occupation of ſhepherds. In the per - 
ſon of Fubal, mufick takes its date, 
for he was the inventer of the harp 
and organ. And in the perſon of 
Tubal-cam, we have the firſt ac- 
count of work done in iron and braſs, 
who is probably the ſame as Vulcan 
among the heathen Gods, - His 
daughter Naamah or Neema, is 
thought to be the inventer of /pin- 
ning, knitting, and weavmg of cloth; 
and the ſame as the Minerva of the 
ancients, who is ſometimes called 
Nemancun.--In which account it is 
natural to obſerve, that as the firſt 


inſtance of cruelty or violence was 
| acted 
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ated by Cain upon his brother A- 
bel, ſo the firſt act of incontinence 
is recorded in his grandſon Lamech; 
one of whoſe ſons you hear invent - 
ed the inſtruments of luxury, and 
another, the inſtruments of violence 
and war. 


S. Who were the deſcendants of 

Seth? | 

T. Moſes only intending to ſhew 
the lineal deſcent of the promiſed 
feed, or the Meffiah, according to 
the fleſh, from Adam to Neah, has 
only recorded the patriarchs or prin- 
ciples of that line, namely Seth, E- 
nos, Caman, Mabalaleel, Fared, E- 
noch, Methuſalah, Lamech, and Noah. 
— Tt was in this race of Seth, that 
the church of God was continued: 
and therefore they were called the 
children of God. 
There is a tradition, that imme- 
dtately upon the death of Adam, 
Seth abhorring the wickedneſs of 
Cain'sfamily, which hefeared would 
then grow worſe, retired with his 
wife and children farther off to the 
top of the mountain were Adam was 
buried ; where becoming very fa- 
mous for their holineſs, juſtice, and 
purity, and being forwarned by God 
of the intended deluge, they erected 
two pillars, one of brick, and ano- 
ther of marble, inſcribed with ma- 
ny aſtronomical obſervations. But, 

None of this holy race are ſpo- 
ken of with that honour, as his 
grandſon Enoch, who walked with 
Ged : which phraſe of ſcripture, in- 
cludes all the parts of a godly, righ- 
teous, and ſober life, or to live a 
life of communion with God, both 
in ordinances and duties; to make 
God's word our rule, and his glory 
the end of all our actions; to have 
, our conſtant care and endeavour in 


23 
every thing to pleaſe God, and in 
nothing to offend him; to comply 
with his will, and to follow him as 
dear children, This Enoch alſo 
warned that generation, in which 
he lived, of God's ſpeedy coming 
to puniſh the earth by the flood, and 
exhorted the wicked to forſake the 
evil of their ways, that they might 
not be condemned by the righteous 
judge of all the earth. By this 
means, the wicked not being able 
to bear the truth, he drew upon 
himſelf the rage of a ſinſul genera- 
tion; and when they ſought him to 
put him to death, God took him 
to himſelf. He, in the 355th year of 
his age, was taken up into heaven 
by the Almighty, ſo that he could 
no where be found by his unjuſt e- 


nemies. For Adam being dead, it 


ſeemed expedient to the divine wiſ- 
dom in the perſon of Enoch, to give 
his poſterity true notions of a fu- 
ture happy ſtate, and as it were an 
anticipation of it ; that-under the 
ſenſe of their mortality, they might 
be ſupported and comforted with 
the proſpect and aſſured hope, that 
they, who ſhould walk in the fear 
of the Lord in this world, ſhould 
be tranſlated to manſions of eternal 
bliſs in the world to come. And 
thus he became a type of the aſcen- 
tion of Jeſus our redeemer, into hea» _ 
ven. 

St. Jude calls him a prophet ; the 
Arabians repreſent him as a great 


ſcholar ; he was eſteemed the author 


of their aſtrology by the Babylonians 3 
and the Grecians call him their At- 
las, who firſt taught men the know- 
ledge of the flars, eh | 
S. You ſay that Seth removed 
farther off from Cain, at Adam's 
death: Pray when did Adam die? 
C 4 T. Adam 
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T. Adam perceiving that his na- 
ture muſt ſoon yield to the ſtroke of 


death, and that through the grave 


- he ſhould return to dt, out of 
which he had been made, forbid his 
family in all its other branches to 
have any communication with the 
impious offspring of Cain the mur- 
derer, and departed this life in the 
930th year, after he had been crea- 
ted ; which, conſidering that Adam 
was created in the full perfection of 
his nature, and all his deſcendants, 
being born infants, did gradually 
proceed to maturity, and few of 
them are recorded to have begat 
children till they were ninety or up- 
wards, will appear to exceed the 
age of Methuſelah almoſt ſixty years, 
if we ſubtract go years, between 
his birth and manhood, from his 
age of 969 years. 

S. What are the memorable ac- 
tions of the other patriarchs? 

7. Euss was a ſtrenuous oppoſer 
of vice, and zealous promoter of pie- 
ty, and all virtue. It was in his 
time that men began to call upon the 
name of the Lord, or to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by their religious worſhip 


from the ſervants of fin and ſatan, 


and the idolatrous worſhip of the 
Cainite;, He died gos years old, 
and was ſucceeded by the virtuous 
Cainan, who treading in the ſteps of 
his pious father, continued the pro- 
hibition againſt' any intercourſe 
with the family of Cain, and died 
in the 910th year of his age. But, 
In the days of Mahalaleel, ſome 
of the Szthites, being led by mere 
curioſity to go down from the holy 
mountain. to ſee their manner of 
living in the land of Ned, were ſoon 
tempted with the harmony of their 
mul:ck, riotous mirth, and the en- 
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ticements and beauty of their wo- 
men, to take to themfelves wives 
from that impious race, of whom 
were born men of a giganticł ſtature, 


and if poſſible of worſe principles, 


and more bold and adventurous than 
the Cainites themſelves : which in- 
ter-marriages were fo diſpleaſing 
to God, ſays a certain author, that, 
when thoſe men offered to return 
to their former abode, the ſtones of 
the mountains became like fire, and 
would not ſuffer them to rejoin 
their own kindred. Mahalalcel liv- 
ed 895 years, and left a ſon named 
Jared, or deſcending, ſo called from 
this deſcent of his houſe to marry the 
Cainites. Jared being inſtructed 
by his ſorrow ful father to preſerve 
himſelf from the like misfortune, 
he guarded himſelf againſt the ge- 
neral corruption, by devoting him- 
ſelf and deſcendants more zea» 
louſly to the ſervice of God, and as 
a token thereof he called his ſon 
Enoch, which is interpreted, a de- 
dication, and died in the 962d year 
of his age; of which Enoch I have 
already given a particular account. 
But notwithſtanding all the care of 
the righteous ſeed to preſerve them 
from fin and wickedneſs, the houſe 
of Seth daily yielded te the allure- 
ments of their bad neighbours, and 
ſo degenerated from the holineſs, 
juſtice, and purity of their forefa- 
thers; that Enoch by way of pro- 
phejy, foreſeeing the flood, called his 
ſon's name Matheuſelah, or deſtruc- 
tion by a ending forth of waters; who 
perceiving the wickedneſs of the 
world in the family of Seth to in- 
creaſe, was grieved, and humbled 
himſelf for the preſent corruption, 
and for ſear of future puniſhment, 
which he, in a particular manner 


alſo 


Of the HE RRE W Chronology, 


alſo teſtified in the name of his ſon 


Lamech. This Metheuſelah is gene- 
rally called the oldeſt man, having 


lived 965 years. But Lamech, whe - 


ther by revelation, or conceiving 
that the promiſed ſeed ſhould ſucceed 
him, and be the reſtorer of man- 
kind after the deluge, or a notable 
improver of the art of huſbandry or 


agriculture, called his ſon Noah, 


which, being interpreted, fignifies 
a comforter. Lamech ſlept with his 
fathers in the 777 year of his age. 
And here let it be obſerved, that 
this part of the bible, from the crea- 
tion to the Flood contains the hiſ- 
tory of above 1600 years, in which 
time every thing mentioned there- 
in, did not immediately ſucceed each 
other ; ; but there was a long inter- 
val of time between ſome of them. 
Now it was that God, perceiving 
that the wickedneſs of man increaſ- 
ed, and that his laws and worſhip 
were made of none effect, and abo- 
liſbed by human inventions, was 
grieved for what in juſtice he muſt 
ſhortly bring upon the earth; it re- 
pented him that he had made man, 
and other living creatures, upon the 
earth; and he reſolved to deſtroy all 
fleſh upon the earth, except Noah, 
who, being a juſt man, and perfect 
in his generations, foraſmuch as they, 
and they only, had preſerved them- 
ſelves from the allurements and ſins 
of the Cainites, and walked in the 
ways of the Lord, found grace in the 
fight of the Lord; who commanded 
him to make an ark according to 
the inſtructions he would give him, 
and to preſerve with him therein, 


ſuch perſons and creatures as he had 
ordained to be ſaved from the Had 


of waters; by which he was deter- 
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mined to deſtroy all fleſh, wherein was 
the breath of life, under heaven. Yet 
his mercy ſtruggled ſo hard with his 
Juſtice, that God propoſed by his 
ſervant Noah to forgive them, and 
to forbear the puniſhment, would 
diſobedient men repent of the evil 
they had done, and within 120 years 
reſolve to lead a new and better life; 
and even when that time was ex- 
pired, he reprived them ſeven days 
longer, before he would cauſe it to 
rain upon the earth: But at laſt he 
ſaw it in vain to uſe any farther me- 
thods of mercy, or monitions of 
providence with man, who wasnow 
entirely given up to fleſply appetites, 
and by that means ſunk down into 
the loweſt condition of brutality. 
S. I muſt yet make bold to de- 
ſire your information of ſome par- 
ticulars, which to my comprehen- 
ſion, are not ſufficiently explained 


in this account. TI hope it will not 


be taken amiis to look backward, 
and aſk, whether the Hebrew com- 
putation from the creation to the 
flood, agrees with the ancient Sa- 
maritan and Septuagint verſions 

T. No; for the Hebrew includes 
that whole time in 16 56 years; and 
the Samaritan copy reckons no more 
then 1307. Again the Septuagint 
verſion raiſes it to 2227, or 2242, 
and ſome copies have it 2262 years. 

S. I ſhould be glad to have this 
chronology reconciled. 

T. As to the difference between 
the Hebrew and Samaritan, it is not 
to be much regarded, becauſe the Sa- 
maritan copies do not always agree 
among themſelves: and as to the 
Septuagint, though it differs at leaſt 
boo years from the Hebrew text, it 
allo 1 is inconſiſtent with itſelf, ſeve- 


ral 


— * 
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ral of the copies of this tranſlation 
rendering ſeveral various accounts. 
Therefore the Hebrew text, which 
is the original, and which always 
agrees with itſelf, being indicted by 
the ſpirit of God, is to take place 
of all tranſlations, when they devi · 
ate from the truth of the original, 
S. I have heard that the word, 
which in our tranſlation, is render- 
ed giants, {ignifies no more than vi- 
olent and cruel men, famous for their 
crimes and violences they commit- 
ted, rather than for the height and 


largeneſs of their ſtature. 


T. This to be ſure has been pre- 
tended ; but certainly there is no 
more inconſiſtency i in this caſe than 
in many more; where we read of 
giants in the land of promiſe, before 
the Iſraelites took poſſeſſion of it: 
who, ſays Foſephus, were deſcended 
from theſe very giants mentioned in 
the account before us; and who 
were amazing to ſee, and terrible to 
bear of, becauſe of their largeneſs and 


ſhapes. Therefore, by giants you 


muſt here underſtand men of great 
bulk and flature: a race of men 
permitted by God in vengeance to 
their parents crimes; for, proceed- 
ing from unlawful mixtures, they 
became monſtrous in their kind, 
and an abhorrence of all future ge- 
nerations. 

S. Was Enoch's Tranſlation into 
heaven real? 

T. Ves; God took him both bo- 
dy and ſoul into heaven, without 
undergoing the pains of death; 
whereas, if we ſhould ſay, God cauſed 
him to die, becauſe he tec him away 
by death ; nothing could be more 
inſipid or leſs conſiſtent with com - 
mon ſenſe, it being a proof of the 
fame thing, by the ſame thing, 


which is very unbecoming the pen 
of an inſpired writer. Where al- 
ſo obſerve, that his walking with 
God was not the cauſe of his being 
taken out of the world, which 
might have been done in the natu- 
ral way of death; but of his affump- 
tion into glory. 

S. Are there any heathen authors 
now extant, that give an account 
of the time we have traced Me efes, 
before the flood ? 

T. Yes; there were Beroſus, San- 
choniatho, and Manetho, Beroſus, 
who wrote the hiſtory of the Chal- 
dæans, about the year 260 before 
Chriſt ; though he diſguiſed his 
hiſtory of the creation, and of the 
flood with fictitious names; his 
remains which are preſerved by 
ancient authors, may be very uſeful 
for proving the antiquity of ſcrip- 
ture hiſtory. -— Sanchomatho, the 
Phænician hiſtorian, under che ſame 
diſguiſe, may ſerve to the ſame pur- 
poſe. Manetho, was an antiquarian 
of Egypt, and the high prieſt of He- 
liopolis, in the reign of Ptolemy Phi- 
ladelphus, His hiſtory has always 
been diſregarded, as fabulous, and he 
is ſuppoſed to have made it his prin- 
cipal aim todefend the Egyptian an- 
tiquity, by forcing it up higher than 


the Msſaic account of the creation, 


by fictitious Æras, and new invent- 
ed monarchs. So that little more can 
be ſaid of theſe hiſtorians, than that 
they appear to have laid the foun- 
dation of the heathen theogony, by 
departing from the truth, or under 
fictitious names corrupting the biſ- 
tory written by Moſes. 

S. I do not yet underſtand what 
was the religion, polity, and learning 
of the people before the flood. 5 ig 
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T. As to their religion, they miſ- 
take, who peremptorily aſſert that 
it was purely natural, or ſuch as 
was guided only by right reaſon: 
for, tho' it was founded upon the 
law of nature, there was a di- 
vine precept concerning ſacrifices z 
which, as they carried with them 
the notion of exptation and atone- 
ment for the fins of mankind, 


through Chriſt or the prom:/ed ſeed, | 


muſt certainly have been inſtituted 
by God, and by him commanded to 
be practiſed. Again, there was a di- 
vine premiſe concerning the Meſ- 
fiah 3 and, no doubt, but that there 
were ſeveral other precepts and in- 
junctions given to the patriarchs, 
as may be juſtly inferred from the 
gradation by which under ſeveral 


of them the worſhip of God was 


more and more eſtabliſned by pe- 
culiar rites, Adam taught his chil- 
dren their duty to God and man, 
but in the days of Enos his grand- 
ſon, the people enjoyed a public 
form of worſhip. The diſtinction 
between clean and unclean animals 
in their ſacrifices was another divine 
injunction under this diſpenſation : 
and God's anger with the children 
of Seth for cohabiting with the poſ- 
terity of Cain, is a ſtrong preſump- 
tion that God had forbid his people 
to marry with infidels or idolaters ; 
not to mention the fix great precepts, 
which, the Jeruiſb doctors ſay, God 
gave to Adam, againſt idolatry, blaſ- 
phemy, unlawful copulation, homi- 
cide, theft, and perverting of judg- 
ment. From hence you may col- 
let that God did exact a peculiar 
worſhip from theſe generations by 
2 particular revelation of his will, 
Their government at firſt was pa- 


triarchal ; but after the union of 
Seth's family with Cain's, it in all 
probability degenerated into anar- 
chy, and divided into ſeveral diſor- 
derly aſſociations. 

There was no order, nor regular 
government; no man was ſafe in 
his own poſſeſſions; nothing but 
murders, rapes, and robberies, with 
all ſorts of wickedneſs, which is the 
ſhame of human nature, and the 
ruin of human ſociety, filled the 
earth; for all fleſh had corrupted his 
way, when the Lord came to viſit 
for the wickedneſs of man. 

As to their learning, you have 
heard that the voluptuous race of 
Cain exerted themſelves in muſic, 
and other inventions that miniſtred 
to their luxury, pride, and cruelty : 
and no doubt but as Enoch was an 
eloquent preacher and aſtronomer, 0- 
ther uſeful and entertaining arts and 
ſciences flouriſhed among the chil- 
dren or ſervants of God in the fa« 
mily of Seth, tho' there now remain 
no monuments of their ſkill, learn- 
ing nor induſtry. 

S. Were they ſolar years, where 
by Moſes computes the lives before 
the flood? 

T. Ves; and almoſt of the ſame 
length with what we now uſe. . 

S. Can you fatisfy me then, as to 
the d:/proportion of years between the 
lives of theſe Antediluvians and ours? 

T. It has by various theoriſts been 
problematically aſſigned to different 


cauſes: but when they have ſaid all, 


the true cauſe muſt be aſcribed to 


the will, power, and providence of 


God, and not to the nature of their 
diet, nor to the ſtability of the ſeas 
ſons, nor to the temperature of the 
air, For, he no ſooner deſtroyed 

the 


„ RT 
* P 
\ a 
—— <a, 
. 


* 


28 The HoL v BIB L E explained. 


the world for their iniquities, but 
the people that were born after the 
flood, felt the period of human life 
to haſten upon them; till at laſt it 
has continued from the Iraelites ido- 
latry in the wilderneſs, to be fix- 
ed at 70 or 80 years; becauſe, not 
taking warning from the puniſh» 
ment of their fore- fathers, they 
ſought out many inventions, and 
again departed from the law of the 
Lord. All the patriarchs before 
Neahb, were born before Adam died: 
So as from him, they might all re- 
ceive a full and ſatisfatory account 
of the creation, of paradiſe, of the 
ſtate of innocence, of the fall of 
man, and of the firſt promiſe of ſal- 
vation, the earth might alſo be more 
—_ repleniſhed, and the divine 

concerning religious wor- 
ſhip and a holy life, might be the 
more effectually preſerved in an 
age, wherein there was no written 
word But, whatever reaſons di- 


vine Providence- had for abridging 
the age of mankind, there can be 
no more objection lie againſt the 
account delivered by Moſes of the 
antideluvian longevity, than againſt 
the unanimous agreement of the 
moſt ancient heathen authors, who 
aſſert, that in the firſt ages of the 
world, men lived a thouſand years. 

And here I cannot paſs over the 
juſt obſervation of a learned com- 
mentator, That the ages of men 
were cut half off by the flood ; for 
Heber or Eber, the longeſt liver of 
all born after, lived but 464 years : 
After that, they were again reduced 
another half, on account of the Ba- 
bel attempt; for Peleg and Ragan 
did not exceed 239 years: Again, 
after Thara's idolatry, none arrived 
at 200 years; and when God was 
tempted by the Iſraelites in the 
wilderneſs, he reduced the age of 
man to its preſent ordinary period 
of 70 or 80 years. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of the Hood and No an's Ark. Of bis Family and Covenant with 
Gop. Of Noan's Sin, the Curſe of SO and N1Ms 


RoD's Uſurpation. 


S. 

to Noah his ultimate re- 
ſolution to deſtroy mankind, and 
all other creatures on the earth, 
with a flaad of water? 

T. Not till he ſaw they had re- 
jected his mercy, and deſpiſed his 
lenity and forbearance a hundred 
end thirty years. 

S. What did God promiſe Noah 
at the time he declared this reſolu- 
tion? 

7. That ſince he and bis fami- 
ly had walked before him in righ- 


HEN did God declare 


teouſneſs, and true holineſs, he 
would eftabliſh his covenant with 
him, preſerve him and his family, 
and all ſuch creatures as were uſe- 
ful and neceſlary for the preſervati- 
on of their ſpecies, from the uni- 
verſal deſtruction. 


S, What means the word cove- 


nant in this place ? 


T. Here it means no more than 
a ſimple and gracious promiſe. 

S. What was that promiſe ? 

T. The Meſſiah had been pro- 
miſed before; therefore | it is 05 
that 
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Of the Flood and No a n's Ark. 


that it relates to God's reinſtating 
the earth in its primitive fertility 
in Noab's life-time, 

S. How did God preſerve Noah, 
his family, and the other creatures ? 

T. By the means of an ar# of 
wood, which God had ordered No. 
ah to build for that purpoſe. Into 
which they had no fooner entered, 
and provifions for them all were ſe- 
cured with themfelves, but all the 
fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, and it rained upon the 
earth forty days and forty nights, 
till at length the high hills were co- 
vered, and all fleſh periſhed in the 
water; but the ark floated, and 
preſerved Nœab, and all thoſe with 
him, alive. 

S. Was this flood univerſal 2 

7. Ves. For, as in the begin- 
ning the whole earth was covered 
with water, ſo the ſame water, 
with the clouds diſſolved into wa- 
ter, afforded the ſame quantity, 
which, meeting together, might, 
without any inconſiſtency, again 
cover the globe of the earth. Had 


not all the earth been covered with - 


water, it would have been needleſs 
for Noah to have built an ark; God 
could only have ordered Noah to 
remove into ſome part of the earth 
which was not to be drowned. 
| Nay, let the mountains and the 
earth themſelves be appealed to for 
the truth of an univerſal deluge, 
Examine the higheſt eminences of 
the globe, and they, with one ac- 
cord, do all produce the fpoik of 


the ocean, which could never have 


* come upon them, unlefs on ſuch an 
co0ccaſion. The ſhells and skeletons 
of ſea: fiſh, and fea-monſters of all 
'kinds, which are found upon the 

| Alps, and on every 2 in 


29 
the known world, conſpire in one 
uniform, univerſal proof, that they 
all had the ſea fpread over their 
higheſt ſummits. And in the val- 
lies of Ireland, we have found the 
Mouſe- deer of America buried; the 
Elephants, who are natives of ia 
and Africa, have been dug up in 
the midſt of England; the Egyptian 
Crocodile have been diſcovered in 
the bowels of the German foil ; as 
ſeveral American ſhell-fiſh, and the 


entire ſkeletons of Males, not to 


mention the trees and plants of va- 
rious kinds, which are not known 
to grow in any region under hea- 
ven, have been found in divers o- 
ther countries. Which ſhould be 
conſidered as an inconteſtable proof 
of the veracity of Maſess account 
of the univerſal flodd. Beſides, all 
nations have believed it: Their an- 


cient hiſtories, even thoſe that are 


loſt, make mention of it in their 
fragments, which are ſtill preſerved 
by credible authors. And the Chi- 
neſe and Americans record the Truth 
thereof. 

S. Of what male and faſhion was 
this ar? 

T. It was not a houſe, neither 
was it made like our mauern built 
ſhips; but it rather refembled a 
large che/t, made of Gopher or Cedar 
wood, pitched within and without, 
in length 150 yards, in breadth 25, 
and in height 15. Its roof was 
ſloping, and it conſiſted of three 
ſtories or decks ; of which the firſt 


and ſecond might ſerve for the 


beaſts and proviſions, and the third 
apartment for to lodge Noah and 
his family, and to keep the birds; 
and, no doubt, but that every one 
of theſe ſtories were divided into 
* ſtalls and amen with 
x range 


JO 
a range of windows above, that 
went round to give light to the 
whole veſſel, and a door in the fide 
thereof. All which he prepared by 
Faith, according as God had ap- 
pointed him, and finiſhed his work 
even days before the rain began to 
fall, in the land of Chaldæa, in the 
territories of Babylon. 

8. How could Nah bring all 
forts of birds and beaſts into the 
ark? 

T. It was not Neb that brought 
them, but God, by his ſecret pro- 
vidence, diſpoſing them. 

S. How could this ark hold e- 
very thing that was to be put in it ? 

T. According to the dimenſion 
of the ark, it contained 1,580,750 
cubical feet. Now, if one conſi- 
ders that there are not one hundred 
ſorts of beaſts, nor two hundred of 
birds; and that even out of this 
ſmall number, we muſt except all 
animals that are of equivocal gene- 
ration, as inſects; all that are ac- 
cuſtomed to live in water, as fiſh and 
water-fowl; all of the mule kind, 
and all, that by changing their ci 
mate, change their colour and ſize, 
and ſo paſs for different creatures, 
-when in reality they are the ſame, 
there can be no difficulty to find a 
place for every creature that Noah 
carried with him into the ark, eſ- 
pecially when it may be obſerved, 
that all creatures of the ſerpentine 
kind, and other vermine, as the 
wouſe, rat, mole, &c. only took up 
the hold or bottom of the ark, or 
other ſpaces, without any interrup- 
tion of greater bodies. 

$. When did the flood begin ? 

T. In the ſecond month, on the 
17th day of the month. 

S. How did their ſecond month 
-compute with our months ? 


The Hor y B1BLE explained. 


T. The {brew year was either 
eccleſeaſtical or civile The eccleſia- 


ſtical, by which their feaſts and fafts 


were regulated, began in March; 


and for that reaſon, I believe, was 


not known before the commence- 
ment of the law of Moſes The 
civil, by which political affairs were 
ordered, and which, therefore, muſt 
have been of the ſame ſtanding 
with political ſocieties, began in 
September : Conſequently, the 17th 
day of the 2d month, falls in with 
the beginning of our November. And 
there is all the reaſon in the world 
to approve of this computation, it 
being the beſt time for Nah to ga- 
ther in the fruits, and to lay them 
up in the ark. 80 that the flood 
came in with the winter, and was 


by degrees dried up in the follow- 


ing ſummer. 


S. How old was Mab, when he 


entered the ark ? 


T. He was fix hundred years old. 
And in a few days after, the whole 


face of nature was changed by the 


heavy rains that fell from the 12 
vens ; and by the ſea, that, forget - 
ting its bounds, overſpread the earth 

with a dreadful inundation ; which, 
continuing for the ſpace of forty 
days and forty nights, de ſtroyed e- 
very living creature, as the Lord 
had ſaid ; and lift up the ark ſo that 


it floated upon the waters, which 


never ceaſed till they were 22 feet 
and an half higher than the tops of 
the higheſt mountains, | 
S. How long did the food conti- 
nue, and Noah remain in the ark? 
T. The flood continued in its 
heighth one hundred and fifty days : 
But Noah did not go out of the 


ark, till he was convinced by an 
elive-branch, which a dove, * 
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he had ſent out, brought back in 
her mouth, that the waters were 
abated ; nor then, till he was com- 
manded by God to come out of the 
ark, and to bring with him his fa- 


mily, and every living creature 


that had been preſerved with him: 
The whole time of their confine- 
ment making a ſolar year. 

S. In what part of the earth did 
the ark reſt after the waters ceaſed ? 


T. On the mountains of Ararat, 


about the middle of Armenia, near 
the river of Arexes, or Aras. But, 
by the mountains of Ararat, we are 
to underſtand the higheſt moun- 
tains of Taurus, which et ee the 
plains of Ararat in Armenia. Now 
this mount Ararat is by the natives 
called Mafis, and ſometimes Meſe- 
ſauſar. It ſtands about 12 leagues 

to the S. E. of the city Erevan, 4 
from Aras or Araxes, and 10 to 
the N. W. of Natſcivan, encom- 
paſſed with ſeveral little hills; tho 


it is fixed in the midſt of one of the 


greateſt plains on the earth, and 
entirely ſeparated from tne other 
mountains in Armenia, it riſes in 
the form of a ſugar-loaf, To form 
any juſt notion of this mountain, 
you muſt imagine one of the high- 
eſt mountains in the world opening 
its boſom, only to ſhew one of the 
moſt horrid ſpectacles that can be 
thought of. No living animals are 
to be ſeen but at the bottom, and 
towards the middle of the moun- 
tain, They who occupy the low- 
eſt region, are poor ſhepherds, and 
ſcabby flocks. The ſecond region is 
poſſeſſed by crows and tygers : All 
the reſt of it, being one half, has 
been covered with ſnow ever ſince 
the. ark reſted there ; and theſe 
ſnows are covered half the year 
with.yery thick — 
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S. Were there any mountains 
before the deluge ? 

T. Yes. For had we not the 
teſtimony of divine wiſdom, who 
declaring her own pre-exiſtence, 
ſays, I was ſet up from everlaſting, 
from the beginning, or ever the earth 
was made ; when there was no depth, 
1 was brought forth ; when there were 
no fountains abaunding with water, 
before the mountains were ſettled, 
before the hills, was I brought forth; 
they fill the mind with juſter no- 
tions of God's tremendous Majeſty, 
than a plain ſurface can do; and 
they yield food for ſeveral animals 
formed by nature to live upon them, 
and ſupply us from without with 
many wholſome plants, and from 
within with many uſeful metals; 
and by condenſing the vapours, and 
ſo producing rain, fountains, and 
rivers, they give the very plains 


and valleys themſelves. the fertility 


which they boaſt of: Their ridges 
being placed through the midſt of 
the continent, ſerve, as it were, for 
alembicks, to diſtil freſh water for 
the uſe of man and beaſt ; and their 
heights give a deſcent to thoſe 
ſtreams, which run gently, like ſo 
many veins of the microcoſm, to be 
the more beneficial to the creation, 
So that ſuch a place as our preſent 
earth is, diſtinguiſhed into moun- 
tains, rivers, vales and hills, muſt 
be acknowledged to be the perfect 
work of God, when he made all 
things in the beginning in weight 
and meaſure. | 

S. Why ſhould God rather de- 
ſtroy the world by this method, 
than by any other means? 

T. We are not to aſk God the 
reaſons of his actions. He is the 
Judge of all the earth, and he al- 


ways 
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ways decrees righteous judgment. 
Bat we may account for this me- 
thod, from a ſurvey of his infinite 
mercy, which always appears in his 
Juſtice: For, ſuppoſe God had de- 
ſtroyed all fleſh by plague, famine, 


or ſuch like judgments, who can 


conceive the horror ſuch a terrible 
execution, that muſt have covered 
the towns and fields with dead bo- 
dies, would have ſtruck upon his, 
righteous Noah and his family? 
How could they have lived amopgſt 
the images of death, and noiſome 
carcaſſes? But God, in his mercy, 
I fay, ſhut Nzah and his righteous 
family up in the ark, that he ſhould 
not ſee the terrors and conſternati- 
ons of ſinners when the flood came; 
and before he would permit them 
to go out again, he had waſhed 
them, and the remains of their ha- 
bitations, into the caverns and holes 
of the earth : So that when Nah 
came forth of the ark, there was 
nothing left to diſturb his ſenſes, 
but enough to raiſe his imagination 
with a juſt abhorrence of the wick- 
edneſs of the ungodly, and a due 
contemplation that God, when he 
enters into judgment with the wick- 
ed, will not pity, nor ſpare, nor have 
mercy, but defiroy—and cauſe his fu- 
ry to reſt upen them, until his anger 
be accompliſhed ; when he ſaw no re- 
mains of the old world. 

S. I am not yet fully ſatisfied, in 


regard to the quantity of the water 


that overflowed, and drowned the 
earth: Whence could it come? 
T. This queſtion has been an- 
ſwered ſeveral ways : Some have 
ſuppoſed that God created waters on 
Purpoſe, and annihilated them after 
his vengeance was over-paſt : Some, 


again, have ſuppoſed a condenſation of 


the air, ora rarefactionof the waters: 
others aſcribe it to a divine power, 
which, by ſome natural agent, 
might fo depreſs the ſurface of the 
ocean, as to force up the water of the 
Abyſs through certain channels and 
openings: others would have us be- 
lieve that the deluge was occaſioned 
by the drſſolution of the primeval 
earth, ditiolved by the fermentati- 
on of the incloſed waters, and the 
fermentation cauſed by the conti- 
nued intenſe heat of the ſun : and 
there does not want a genius, who 
endeavours to ſolve the whole mat- 
ter, and to ſupply a ſufficiency of 
water from the trajectionof a comet. 
But all theſe expedients being not 
founded on the word of God, and 
the divine philoſophy of Moſes, prove 


no more than that the wiſdom of 


men is fooliſhneſs with God, and 
that their igventions in matters of 
revelation lead them into - many 
errors. 

If we ſearch the ſcripture account 
of this great event, it is clear, and 
becoming the wiſdom and power of 
God, and will be found every way 
competent for ſo great a work. — 
The windows of heaven being opened, 
informs us that the clouds poured 
out water upon the earth, not in or- 
dinary ſhowers, but in floods, or in 
cataracts, or with terrible violence 
in a torrent, ſuch as we often ſee in 
a Thunder cloud. And the breaking 
up of the fountains of the great deep, 


teach us that there is a mighty col- 


lection of waters encloſed in the 
bowels of the earth, which conſti- 
tutes a large globe in the central or 
interior part of it, and were then 
forced out, and by God's command 
thrown upon the ſurface of it; and 
this is Ns: where the pſalmiſt 

bears 
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bares witneſs that God founded the 
earth upon the ſeas, and e/tabliſhed it 
upon the floads; and that he gathered 
up the waters, as in a bag; and laid 
up the deep, as ina flore-houſe, There- 
fore it 1s evident that the world was 
drowned by the waters from the 
clouds, and the breaking up of the 
Abyſs from the bowels of the earth, 
which being like a great animal, 


this Abyſs was created to ſupply the 


place of the heart in the body of the 
earth, to furniſh all its aguedu#s 
with-a ſufficiency of water; and 
whoſe ſubterraneous paſſages, as 
might be exemplified by the Caſpi- 
an and Mediterranean ſeas, are like 
veins in the body, which receive 
water out of the ſea, as veins do 
blood out of the liver, and, in a con- 
tinued circulation, return it to the 
heart again, 

SK. Who were they of his family 
that entered with Noah into the ark? 

T. They were only his ſons, and 
his wife, and his ſons wives. | 

S. What were the names of his 
ſons? and what am I to remark 
concerning them ? 

T. Shem, Ham, and Tapheth. 
Shem the ſecond ſon and his elder 
brother Fapheth being told by Ham 
that their father's natedneſs was un- 
covered within his tent, took a gar- 
ment, and, laying it upon both their 
ſhoulders, went backward and co- 
vered the nakedneſs of their father 
drunk with wine; fo that they ſaw 
not their father's nakedneſs. This 
engaged the love of their. father, 
who being wakened out of ſleep, 
and being informed of what his ſon 
had done, bleſſed theſe two, and 
curſed his fon, Ham, in the perſon 
of his fon Canaan, to be a ſervant of 
ſervants unto his brethren, It was 


from Shem that the Meſſias was li- 
neally deſcended ; and it was hisoff- 
ſpring that preſerved the true wor- 
ſhip of God from the corruptions of 
future ages. In his 100 year he be- 
gat Arphaxad, and lived till he was 
600 years old. He is alſo called the 
father of all the children of Eber; 
which Eber was his great grand ſon, 
or the fourth from Shem; and from 
whom both the people of 1frael 
were called Ebrews or Hebrews, and 
their language the Hebrew tongue: 
fo that from Shem came the Jets; 
and it is ſaid that his poſterity in- 
habited the beſt provinces of Aa; 
and the Jewiſh Rabins believe that 
he preſerved and delivered down to 
poſterity the divine traditions, which 
Noah had learned from his forefa- 
thers. And there do not want thoſe, 
that ſtrenuouſly contend for Shem 
being the very Melchiſedech menti- 
oned in the travels of Abraham, and 
ſay that he founded the cities of 
Septa on the coaſt of Africa; Saler- 
num in Itah; and Salem in Fudea. 
Nor muſt I forget what Methadius 
records, that he practiſed Mono- 
my, and was the firſt man that ex- 
erciſed the power of a King. 

Shem had five ſons, of whom here- 
after, who became the founders of 
ſo many nations. And Aoſes has 
been more particular and accurate 
in deducing his pedigree, than of the 
other ſons; becauſe it more proper- 
ly ſerved to the preſervation of the 
hiſtory and laws of the Zewyh na- 
tion. 

Prophane authors have confound- 
ed the hiſtory of Typho the giant, 
and the fable of the God Pluto with 

Ham, who is otherwiſe called 
Cham, the youngeſt ſon, was curſed 
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by his father, as I told you in the 
hiſtory of Shem : Yet he was the fa- 
ther of a moit flouriſhing poſterity, 
having four ſons, as you will hear 
hereafter, who were the founders of 
io many nations. He left his bre- 
thren, and departed into Africa, 
which is therefore frequently called 
the land of Ham, and took up his 
ſeat in Egypt. He is the ſame, 
whom the Egyptian and the people 
of Lybia worſhipped under the 
name of Ammon. 

Japbeth, who was the eldeſt fon 
of Neah, though he commonly is 
mentioned laſt, poſſeſſed Europe and 


part of Aa; and his poſterity ſpread 


over the iſles of the Mediterranean 
ſea, of Europe and thoſe that bor- 
dered upon Aſia, all leſſer Aſia and 
the nothern parts of ¶ ſia about the 
ſources of the rivers Tygris and Eu- 


phrates : and in conſequence of his 


fathers bleſſing, his poſterity, the 
Grecians, and afterward the Ro- 
mans, reduced Ma and Africa, the 
habitations of Shem and Ham, to 
their obedience. 

He had ſcven fons, who all be- 
came rulers of ſo many nations, as 
you will find in the ſequel of this 
hiftory. The poets make him the 
father of Czlum or Titan and of 
Terra, He poſſeſſed the celightful 
country of Theſſalia, as they ſay, and 
had Heſpar, Atlantis, Epimethens 
and Prometheus by the Nymph 4/a. 
The Grecians claim him for the 
founder of their nation, and aſſert 
him to be the firſt man. And it is 
very probable that Japheih is to be 
underſtood in the heathen God Nep- 
tune. 

S. What is meant by che clean 
and znclcan Beafls ? 


7. The diſtinction made here be - 


tween clean and unclean beaſts, is not 
in reſpect to man's food, which 
did not take place by a poſitive in- 
ſtitution till the Iſraelites were come 
out of Egypt: But it is in regard to 
thoſe beaſts which were fit for ſacri- 
fices, and to ſuch as werewnfit, from 
the very 
clean beaſts relate to all thoſe that 
were of a rohacious nature, which 
were never offered up to God, 

S. Why did God command No- 
ah to take ſeven pair of tlie clean, 
and only teu pair of the wnclean, in- 
to the ark? 

7. That thereby he might mani- 
feſt his wiſdom and goodneſs; pre- 
ſerving a greater number of thoſe 
that are w/eful for the ſervice and 
food of man, and reſtraining, the 
numbers of thoſe beaſts, which are 
hurtful. Hence it may not be im- 
proper to remark, that the ſame re- 
ſtraint is by divine providence con- 
tinued to this day; the innocent and 
uſeful creatures increaſing, at leaſt, 
five times more than the rapaciaus. 

S. How did Noah behave after 
he, and his family, with all the 
creatures, were permitted to come 
out of the ark? 

T. He built the firſt altar, that 
we read of, and thereon offered an 
agreeable ſacrifice unto God; who 
then alſo promiſed that he would no 
more deſtroy the world as he had 
then done; but that while the earth 
remained, ſeed-time and harveſt, win- 
ter and ſpring, ſummer and autumn, 
night and day ſhould not ceaſe; and 
gave him the rainbaw for a perpe- 
tual token of that promiſe. He al- 


ſo gave, Noah and his ſons ſeveral 
grants ; for, as hitherto it does not 
appear, that God bad permitted 
man to cat fleſh, he gives them leave 

1 to 


beginning: therefore un- 
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to kill any of the beaſts for food, pro- 
vided they did not put them to un- 
neceſſary torture, nor eat any part 


of their blood; and to put both man 


and beaſt to death, that ſhould be 
convicted of killing any of the hu- 
man kind. Here you may obſerve 


the firſt appointment of magiſtrates, 


with power to puniſh evil doers; 
and that God who, before the flood 
puniſhed murder with his own 
hands, as in the caſe of Cam, com- 


mits that power now to men in au- 


thority. To theſe promiſes and 
grants he added this further encou- 
ragement, to be fruitſul and multi- 


ply, and to repleniſh the earth. 


S. Was this promiſe and theſe 
grants from God obtained by any 
merit in the facrifice affered by No- 
ah ? | 


T. There was no merit in the 


offering or ſacrifice. God never 


regards the cblation itſelf. It is not 
the fleſh, nor the blosd that is offer- 
ed up to the Almighty, but it is 


the greatful ſenſe, the than giving, 


and the ſincere affections of the of- 
ferer that are acceptable to him ; 


which is all that is meant by being 


grateful to him, as perfumes, or 


" fweet Odours are to us. And even 


then all the merit our oblation can 


- have is through Chriſt alone, — 
And thus Nzah ſought God in his 


ſacrifices, by commemorating the 


lamb of God, which was ſlain from 


the foundation of the world, and ſo 


found acceptance before God, But, 


had there been any ſuch merit in 
Noahs facrifice, it was not the pro- 


curing cauſe of the covenant or pro- 
miſe here mentioned, which had 


been in the divine councel from e- 
verlaſting, and was now only, as 


the propereſt time, declared to Niab. 


S. Has not this promiſe been 
broken? 

7. No. God ſays only that be 
will never ſmite any more every li9- 
ing thing in the manner he had done ; 
i. e. with an univerſal deluge: there- 
fore neither can any local inundati- 


on be a breach of this covenant; nor 


is it any bat to his aeſtreying the world 
by fire at the laſt day. 


S. Was their no rainbow before 
the flood ? 


T. There was not : for, though 


the curious mixture of light and 
ſhade diſcernable in the rambav a- 


riſes naturally from the diſpoſition of 


the air and d-»/ity'of a cloud; yet it 


is falſe to aſſert that every diſpoſition 
of the air and every denſity of a cloud 
is fitly qualified to produce a rambo. 

And as God, when he gives a ſign 
in the heavens or on the earth, of a- 


ny prophecy or promiſe to be fulfil- 
led, muſt do it by ſomething zew,or 


by ſome change wrovght in nature, 
whereby he teſtifieth to us that he is 
able and willing to perform his pro- 
miſe ; ſo if every thing continues to 
be as it was before, and the face of 
nature in all its partsthe very ſame, 
it cannot ſignify any thing new, nor 
any new intention of the author of 
nature, and conſequently cannot be 
a ſign or pledge, a token, or aſſurance 
of the accompliſmment of any netv 
covenant, or promiſe made by him. 
Whence we may ſafely conclude, 


that, as it is not contrary to the courſe 


of nature, and, if it was not mew, It 
would have been contrary to the 
method of God's dealings with man 
on ſuch occaſions ; beſides, as the 
earth before the flood was daily wa- 
tered by a thick miſt, there could 
naturally be no rainbow, which is 
only made by the ſun beams hin- 
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and fell a ſieep. 


#2 rainbow before the flood. | 

S. What does philoſophy ſay con- 
cerning the rainbow f 

T. Common philoſophy affirms 
it to be a natural ſign that the clouds 
begin to diſperſe, and conſequently 
that there will not be much rain. 
And becauſe it always appears in a 
thin cloud, after heavy ſhowers, 
the God of nature chofe this 


ſign before any other, to convince ' 


us that he would never ſufter the 


clouds to gather again to ſuch a de- 


gree, as to bring another deluge up- 
on the whole earth. 

S. I am ſurprized to hear that 
Noah, whe bore ſuch a good cha- 
rater before the flood, and had re- 
ceived ſo many favours from God, 


ſhould ſo ſoon get drunk and expoſes h 


his nakedneſs. 

T. This ſurprize of yours I hope 
will be fomewhat removed, when 
J have told you that the original 
word, tranſlated drunien, ſhould 
have been rendered, Noah drank 
plentifully of wine, but not to exceſs, 
A circumſtance 
never intended to accuſe Noah of 
intemperance, but purely to deſcribe 
to the Iraelites the cauſe ofthe curſe 
under which the Canaanites, againſt 
whom they were marching, had lain 
ever ſince the days of Noah. 80 
that I may venture to ſay, that he 
drank plentifully, without impeach- 
ing his ſobriety, and that he was un- 
covered in his fleep without any 
Rain to his madgy. But if this in- 
terpretation is not ſatisfactory, take 
this character in the worſt ſenſe, 
and therein you read an excellent 
inſtruction to tale beed leaſt you fall 
into the like exceſs, tho' you have 
hitherto eſcaped the pollutions of 
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ing upon falling rain; there was 


the world, and approved your fide- 
lity to God in every trying junc- 
ture; for wine is à macker, ftrong 
drink is raging, and whoſarver is de- 
cetved thereby, is not wiſe. 

S. Why did Noah curſe 3 
and not Ham? 

T. Becauſe Canaan having firſt 
diſcovered Naab's nakedneſs, made 
himſelf merry therewith, and after- 
wards rediculed him to his father 
Ham, 

S. What was the curſe, and how 
was it fulfilled ? 

T. That Canaan ſhould be a ſer- 
vant to Shem. Which was accom- 
pliſhed when the /frae/zes, the deſ- 
cendants of Shem, about 800 years 
after, drove ſome of the Canaanites 
into Egypt, Africa and Greece, and 
aving conquered their land, ſubdued 
the remainder under a heavy yoke, 
— And that he ſhould be @ ſervant 
to Fapbeth. —W hich came to pals, 
when the Greeks and Romans, the 
deſcendants of Fapheth utterly de- 
ſtroyed thoſe Canaanites that had ta- 
ken refuge at Tyre, Thebes and Car- 
thage, and the adjacent countries, 
But here I muſt not forget to tell 
you that ſome eaſtern writers ſay 
that the effect of this curſe was, that 
all on a ſudden the ſkin of Ham and 
Canaan turn'd black; and that con- 
ſequently all the backs ate deſcend- 
ed from them. 

S. How did Nah, bleſs his fon 
Fapheth'? 

7. That his territories ſhould be 
enlarged, which is in part fſhewn 
already, and of which more hereat- 
ter, And that he ſhould diuell inthe 
tents of Slem. So the Greeks and 
Romans invaded and conquered: that 
fa, where the poſterity of 
Shem had planted themſelves: And 

both 
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both Alexander and Ceſar took Je- 
ruſalem, and made all the countries 
there about tributary. 

S. How do you make it out that 
Canaan became a ſervant of ſervants 
to his brethren ?- 

T. Thus: Shem's poſterity over- 
powered, and reduced the Canaa- 
nite; and the ſons of Japbeth ſub- 
dued, and made the ſons of S hem 
their vaſſals: So that the poſterity of 
Canaan became the ſervant of ſer- 
vants in the literal ſenſe. 

S. How was the bleſſing of Shem 
verified ? 

T. This blefling is very pecu- 
liar: Bleſſed be the Lord God of Shem, 
ſays Neah; a bleſſing founded upon a 
better covenant, and eſtabliſhed up- 
on better promiſes than any tempo- 
ral or worldly grant can be, even 
that he knew it to be the counſel of 
God, that of his loins the maß 
or promiſed ſeed ſhould by born in the 
fulneſs of time. 

S. When did Noab die! 85 

T. In the g go year of his age, 350 
years after the flood: and he is re- 
ported to be buried in Meſepotamia. 

S. Did he leave any auen be- 
hind bim? 

T. The Fetos reckon up ſeven ; 
ſix whereof are thoſe I have remark- 
ed in the days of Adam, and the ſe- 
venth is a prohibition to eat Fane 
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fleſh or any member of the fleſh of a 


beaſt taken from it alive. They 
that tranſgreſſed any of theſe among 
the Jeus were to be killed with the 
ſword. And ſuch Heathens that con- 
ſented to keep them, though they 
were not circumciſed, nor kept any 
of the otherordinances, given to the 
Iſraelites, were permitted to dwell 
among them, as ſtrangers, by the 
name of Proſelytes of the Gate. Be- 
ſides theſe ſeven precepts, the blood 
of man was expreſsly forbid: to be 
ſhed, and murder was commanded 
to be puniſhed" with death. This 
was the noachrat diſpenſation. '- 

S. What language did Noah: and 
his children ſpeak ? 570 

T. The ſame as God' taught 4. 
dam and his poſterity : for, not on- 
ly Noah converſed many years with 
bis grandfather/MerthuſelahgbutShom, 
in whoſe family the ſame language 
with the purity of religion, was 
continued down to the time of Moſer, 
was ſome time contemporary with 
Abrabam: So that, as there can be 
no doubt but that Moſes recorded 
the hiſtory of his own natien in his 
native language; that which we 
have now in the Pentateutb is the 
very ſame with that, which God 
taught Adam, and Adam his ow : 
rity. 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the Confuſion of Tongues at the building of the tower 9 1 Ba- 
bel; and the Diſperſion of. tbe Children 10 Noah, an 
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ſeetlement in different Nat of .the earth... 


8. H W then came it to paſs 


that there are now ſo many 


different tongues and languages in 
che world ? 


T. Mab's pofterity; with Wale 
numbers, having alſo encreaſed in 
wickedneſs, thought to ſecure them+ 
ſelves from divine juſtice by uniting 
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their force in one City of great 
ſtrength, to oppoſe all worldly pow. 

er, and building a tower, that by its 
height ſhould preſerve them from 
all tuture inundations of water from 
the Lord. Or tbey, filled with 
ambition and folly, and caſting off 


all dependance on God, and reſolv- 


ing to prevent their being ſcattered 
abroad, te repleniſh the whole earth, 
agreed to build a city, and a tower 
to be the head of their kingdom, 
and the centte of their unity. But 
t God, who knoweth our 


thoughts long before, and taketh 


the crafty in the imagination of their 
on hearts, preſently put a ſtop to 
this project, by ſo confounding 
their language. that they, who were 
all of aue ſpeech before, ſpake fo dif- 
ferently, as now they could not un- 
derſtand each other. Hence ſuch 
conſuſion enſued, that they deſiſted 
from their former intention, and 
each family conſulting their own 
intereſt, and retiring from that 
place, werediſperſcd over the whole 
earth, and took up their abode in 
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Peleg, the fourth generation after 
Schem, the ſon of Noah ; which, as 
Peleg was not born till 101 years 
and lived 239 years, may be pro- 
perly faxed to the 200 year, at leaſt, 
after the flood. 

S. Who were concerned in this 
work, and great event © 

7. The chiefs of all the families 

of Noah, who then were the fathers 
of all mankind. And it'has been, 
with great probability, conjectured, 
that God inſpired them with-ſo ma- 
ny tongues as there were chiefs, in- 
cluding the orignal Hebrew confi- 
ned to the family of Shem; becauſe 
they ſeparated into their lands, e- 
very one after his tongue, and after 
ther families. - So that each ſeparate 
nation ſhould have one and the ſame 
tongue among all its families, that 
union, juſtice, love and commerce 
might be preſerved under each par- 
ticular government. 

S. In what country was this 
tower attempted to' be built? 

T. In the land of Shinary which 
is ſome part of the province of Ba- 


ſuch countries as the Lord by his Bylon. 


providence led them to. This mi- 
racle is a proof of the power that 
God hath upon the minds and 
tongues of men. It wasa judgment 
upon thoſe builders; depriving them, 
with their holy language, of all com- 
munion with the true church, a- 
mong whom alone it was retained: 
And we, to this day, fee! its bad 
effects in the diverſity of tongues, 
which not only coſt much labour to 
be learned, but adminiſter much 
ſtriſe about words in all religious 
controverſics. 

S. How long was it after the 
food, before this happened 

7. It happened in the days of 


S. What were the dimenſion of 
this tower ? 

T. It was a ſquare of half a mile 
in the whole circumference, whoſe 
height being equal to its baſis, was 
divided into eight towers built one 
upon another ; and the paſſage to it 
was a circular or winding way, car- 
ried round the outſide of the build- 
ing to its higheſt point, 

S. Where could there be found, 
in ſo ſhort a time, ſuch numbers of 
men as to fill the whole world, when 
you ſay that only eight perſons were 
ſaved in the ark ? 

T. The beſt authors agree that 
by this time there might be at leaſt 

three 
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three thouſand three hundred and 
thirty three millions, three hundred 
and thirty three thouſand, three 
hundred and thirty pair of men and 
women: and no doubt but the God, 
who commanded thoſe eight per- 
fors at their coming out of the ark 
fo increaſe and multiply and repleniſh 
the earth, bleſſed them alfo in the 
Procreation of children. 
FS. Can you inform me by whom 
the nations in the earth were di- 
vided after the flood? | 
T. By the families of the ſons of 

Neaß. For, Moſes begins his ac- 
count of the origin of nations with 
the deſcendants'of Fapheth, and 
theſe were the iſlands of the Gentiles 
divided. His fon Gomer inhabited 
on the North of Fudea; whoſe eldeſt 
fon Aſtenaz pitched his tent in the 
N. W. part of the leſſer Ia, near 
the Euxine ſea, on whom to the 
eaſtward bordered his ſecond ſon 
Rrphath ; but his other ſon Togar- 
mah fixed his family in Cappadocia, 


on the N. of Judlea, cloſe to his fa- 


ther. Gomer, who is ſuppoſed to 
have occupied part of Phrygia. — 
This was the firſt ſituation of this 
branch of Japher's family: But in 
proceſs of time the offspring of Go- 
mer, called Cimmerii and Cimbri ex- 
tended themſelves over the Palus 
Mcœotis, beyond the Danube into 
Germany, and Gaul or France, ſrom 
whence they paſſed into Britain, 
and are eſteemed to be the founders 
of the Welch, who to this day call 
themſelves Kumers 

Mageg, 4 ng 5 ſecond ſon poſ- 
ſeſſed the E. of the Euxine fea, 


and became the father of the Scy- 
thians, from whom in after ages the 
Parthians, Tartars, Turks, and 
_—_ are deſcended. ao 
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Medai, his third ſon, either caſt 
his lot in Macedonia, or, as it is 
more generally thought, he founded 
the Medes 

Javan, his fourth ſon, ſet up bis 
ſlandard in Greece; and his ſon E- 
liſbah took poſſeſſion of all the ifles 
between Europe and Afia ; his ſe- 
cond fon Tarſbiſb, ſeated his family 
in Cilicia, and other regions in the 
S. E. parts of lefler Ha; from 
whence irrproceſs of time there went 
forth colonies into Spain, Kittim, 
his third ſon, retired to the ſea coaſt 
of the leſſer Afia alſo; becar * fa- 
mous for ſhipping : and his poſterity 


by are ſuppoſed to have ſent forth co- 


lonies into Cyprus, Macedonia and 
Italy. And Javan's youngeſt fon 
D:danm became the father of the 
Dorians, who poſſeſſed Doris, alſo a 
country of the leſſer Ia: and from 
hence the iſland of Rhodes was Bret 
inhabited. 

Japbet's fifth ſon Tubel, is the 
founder of the ¶ÿaatic Iberjans, who 
were merchants, trading in ſlaves 
and in veſſels af braſs. N 
 Miehhech, his ſixth ſon, travelled 
as far as Muſcouy, and became the 
father of the Ruſſian empire. And 

Tiras, his younger ſon eſtabliſhed ' 
the name of the Thracians. — And 
thus I have anſwered your queſtion 
in regard to the firſt branch of M- 
ab's family. 

Ham or Cham travelled into E- 
gypt and ſettled there with his fon © 
Mizraim his ſecond ſon. 

Cufp, his firft born, ſettled in 
Arabia; and was poſſeſſed of Ethi- 
pia in Afia, and the land of Midian 
on the boarders of the Red-ſea. This 
Cuſh had a ſon called Scha, who 
gave a name to a country on the 8. 
W. part of Arabia; as his fon Ha- 
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dilub did alſo to another region ſi- 
tuated higher to the N. in Arabia. 
And his other ſons Sabtab, Raamab 
and Sabtecha, and the ſons of Raa- 
mah, whoſe names are Sheba and 
Dedan, gave origin to ſo many dit- 
ferent people in that ſame large 
country of Arabia, whoſe names they 
bore many ages after. 

Mizraim, the ſecond ſon of Ham, 
built Zear, Th:besand Memphis. He 
was deiſied by his poſterity, and had 
ſeven ſons whoſe names are Ludim, 
Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtubun, Pa- 
thruſun, Co ſſuhim and Caphtorim, 
who became the founders of ſeven 
nations. Ludim the eldeſt ſeized up- 
. on Ethiopia in the S. of Africa; the 
ſecond, on the country about the 
| temple of Jupiter Ammon, and the 
Nazamenes; the third, on Lybza ; 
the fourth, on Lybia Marmorica ;; ; 
the fifth, on that part of Egypt cal- 
led Pathres ; the fixth, on the other 
ſide of Egypt called Cafertis, and the 
mountain Caſius, from whoſe poſte- 
rity Colchis.in Iſia was peopled ; and 
the youngeſt {on was the progenitor 
of the Phil;/ines, and father of the 
Capadacians and Cretians, 

Phut was the third fon of Ham, 
and, dividing Africa with his bro- 
ther Mixraim, he ſpread more weſt- 
ward into Mauritania. See Nimrod 
on p. 41, 

Canaan, Ham's youngeſt fon poſ- 
ſeſſed all that country called the land- 
of Canaan, and was ſucceeded by 
his eldeſt ſon S idan on the N. of that 
country; and by Heth, who found - 
ed the Hittztes, near Hebron, on the 
S. of the ſame country: And ſrom 
him alſo ſprang the 7:bu/tes, who 
poſſeſſed Febus or Ferujalem ; the 
Amorites, who inhabited the moun- 
tains; the Canaanites, who dwelt 
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by the ſea, on the coaſt of Jordan; 
the Girgaſbite, on the eaſt ſide of the 
ſea of Tiberias, along the upper part 
of Jordan; the Htuites in the nor- 
thern parts of Canaan; the Arvadite, 
in the iſle Hradus on the Phoenician 
coaſt; the Zemarite, at Edeſſa in 
Celoſyria; the Hamathite, near Ha- 
math in Paleſtine. 

Shem's eldeſt ſon Elam gave a 
name to the Elamites or Perſians : 
his ſecond ſon ¶ſhur founded the A/ 
ſprians + his third ſon, Arpbarad, 
and his family with whom the pri- 
mitive Hebrew continued after the 
confuſion of tongues, remained in 
the ſouthern parts of Meſopotamia, 
near the plains, or valley of Shinar : 
though his ſon Sulah is thought to 
have dwelt on the coaſt of Suſana : 
his fourth ſon Lud, raiſed the Lydi- 
an nation, near the river Meander. 

Aram, who, was Shem's youngeſt 
ſon, took poſſeſſion of Armenia, Me- 
ſopotamia and Syria : and his fon Lx, 
building the city Damaſcus, ſubjected 
the whole land of Uz, which com- 
prehended, from thence, a good part 
of Arabia Deſerta, as far as Arabia 
Petrea. His ſecond fon Mul, or Chul, 
occupied Armenia the Greater. His 
third ſon, Gether, ſeated himſelf in 
Albania, bordering on Armenia, and 
his youngeſt ſon Maſp, fixed his fa- 
mily near the mountain Maſius. 

Tho' Arphaxad and his ſons, ex- 
cept Salah, remained near Shinar, 
his grandſon Jottan, the ſon of his 
wag a Heber, or Eber, had thir- 

en ſons, Who were the founders 
of ſo. many nations in India and 
Arabia Flix. 

Thus you hear how the whole 
earth was peopled by Shem, Ham 
and Japheth, the ſons of Noab, and 
their deſcendants, And as the ori- 


gin 


Of N1MRoD and tbe Idolatry ef Noan's Offipring 41 


gin of ſome nations, and their par- 
ticular progenitors are not to be al- 
certained from other hiſtorians and 
ancient records; the Moſaic account, 
which ſays that By theſe were the na- 
tions divided in the earth after the flood, 
muſt be eſteemed the beſt and the 
foundation of all hiſtory, 

S. Did this diviſion, and foun- 
dation of all countries and nations 
take place immediately upon the 
confuſion of tongues ? 

7. The ſacred text ſays only that 
by theſe (perſons already mentioned) 
were the nations divided after the fleod. 
So that, as it does not intimate horw 
long after the flood, I ſee no rea- 
ſon to affirm. that it was done im- 
mediately upon the confuſion of 
tongues, or by theſe only, or by theſe 
all at once, but at ſeveral times as 
their families increaſed, ſeparated, 
and extended themſelves after the 


Thus you ſee that the plantations 
of the world by the ſons of Naab 
and his offspring, recorded by Mo- 
ſes, are not unprofitable tables, but a 
molt valuable piece of hiſtory, which 


diſtioguiſheth from all other people 


that particular nation, of which 
Chriſt was to come, and ſhews us 
the firſt riſe and origin of all nations, 
their gradual increaſe, and ſucceſ- 
ſive migrations, cities building, 
lands cultivating, kingdoms riſing, 
and governments ſettling. 

S. You promiſed to give me an 
account of Nimrod the ſon of Cuſb. 
T. Of all the ſons of Cuſb, the 
fon of Ham, Nimrod diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by his bravery and courage. 
His name, it is true, fignihes rebel, 
which perchance was proper to him 
on account of his being the firſt per- 
ſon, after the nations were divided, 


that broke through the original a- 
greement, and by force invaded the 


property of his neighbouring princes. 


The caſe might be this: Being al- 
lotted to ſome country much over 
run with wild beaſts, and finding 
that God proſpered his endeavour; 
to hunt them out, he at laſt reſolved 


under the pretence of hunting, to 


draw together an army of ſtout 
young fellows, and with them to 
attack his peaceable neighbours, and 
to enlarge his government by ſeiz- 
ing upon part of the nation of Shem, 
then in the poſſeſſion of Aſbur; by 
which means being poſſeſſed of the 
fruitful valley of the land of Shinar, 
he built the city Babylon on the ſame 
ground, where the tower of Babel 
had been begun. This city ſtood 
on both ſides of Euphrates ; and in 
proceſs of time its circumference be- 
came 45 miles; its walls were 50 
cubits high, and ſo broad that carts 
and coaches could paſs on them 
without interruption; it was joined 
with a ſumptuous bridge, whoſe ends 
were adorned with two palaces; 
and the temple of Belus, which was 
the tower of Babel, reared his head 
in the midſt of the city. Nimrod 
fixed his reſidence here, and taking 
upon him the title and power of a 
king, made this the, metropolis of 
the Babyloniſh empire, of which he 
was the firſt monarch, And after- 
wards, continuing to enlarge his 
empire, he laid the foundations of 
the cities Erech, Accad, and Catneth, 
in the neighbouring provinces, But 
Ajhur, paſſing into Aria, built Ri- 
neveh, Rehobath, Calah and Refen or 
Lariſſa on the banks of the Tzgr:5, 
to ſecure his new conqueſts from 
any future invaſion, and laid the 
foundation of the Arian empire. 
S. Docs 
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S. Does M/s record an exact 
catalogue of AL L Noah's deſcen- 
dants ? 

T. No; neither was it neceſſary: 
becauſe his hiſtory was only defign- 
ed to give a general account of the 


names of ſome certain perſons, de- 


ſcended of each of Neah's children, 
who became famous in their gene- 
rations ; his chief intention being, as 
I have ſaid before, to deſcribe the 
true genealogy of the pramiſed ſeed, 
or the Meſſiab. 

8. How does he make out the 
ſequel of this genealogy ? 

T. He carries it down to Abram 
in the line of Shem, by his third ſon 
Arphaxad, the father of Selab, who 
was the father of Eber; who was 


the fathet of Pel-g; who was the 


father of Ken; who was the father 
of Serug; who was the father of 
Naber; who was the father of Te. 
rah; who was the father of Abram. 

S. What are the moſt remarka- 
ble circumſtances in their days? 

T. Beſides what has been already 
mentioned, it may be proper to re- 
mark, that Neu is the ſame as Ra- 
gau, recorded in 1 Chron. i. 25. and 
that Terah had three ſons Abram, 
Naber and Heran, which Heran is 
recorded to be the fir? fon ſince the 
creation, that died a natural death 
before his father. 

S. Did the deſcendants of Noah 
preſetve the worſhip of God pure 
down to the days of Abram? 


T. No. They fell into groſs ido- 


latry, changing the glory of the in- 
cor ruptable God into the image 
of corruptable man, and of birds 
and four-footed beafts, and creep- 


ing things; and worſhipped the ſun, 


moon :n1 ſtars, even all the hoſt 
oft heaven, And, tho' it is not cer- 


tain as to the fixed time, when this 
apoſtacy happened; it was certain - 
ly before the days of Abraham in 
Chaldea, whoſe inhabitants worſhip- 
ing the ſun expelled Abraham's fa- 
mily from amongft them, becauſe 
they refuſed to join in the worſhip 


of their gods; though Terah, 4. | 


bram's father was certainly corrupt- 
ed with idolatry and polytheiſm. 
But God being mindful to ſelect 
this family, out of the reſt of man- 
kind, and in them to eſtabliſh his 
church, ordered Terah to leave his 


habitation at UF, in the eaftern part 


of Mie ſapotamia, included ſometimes 
under the name of Chaldea, and to 
retire into Canaan with his fon A.- 
bram and his wife, and his grand- 
ſon Lot. Terah obeyed, but in the' 
way he died at Haran or Charran, a 
city in the N. — part of Nacho. 
tame. | 
— it in not be improper to 
obſerve the inſufficiency of reaſon to 
guide us in the matters of religion. 
Who can boaſt of ſo great advan- 
tages as thefe ancients had? They 
lived much nearer the beginning of 
the world: God's OR in the 


flood and the confuſion of tongues. 


were freſh in mind: The articles of 
their religion were few and natural: 
They had net ſo many temptations 
to luxury, pride and intemperance, 
as are now abroad in the world: 
Yet they alienated themſelves from 
the light of God, and lightly re- 
carded thecounſels of the moſt high; 
they forſook the guide of their youth, 


and rejected thoſe revelations, which 


at ſundry times, and in divers man- 
ners were made known to their fore- 
fathers for the rule and meaſure of 
their faith and practice: and yet no 
one can deny that thoſe _—_ 
ha 
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had as great a claim to reaſon, as a- 
ny of our modern freethinters; but 
profeſſing themſelves wiſe, they de- 


generated into fools; and have left. 
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us a convincing proof, that reaſon, 
unaſſiſted by the light and authori- 
ty of divine revelation, will run in- 


to folly, ſuperſtition and impiety, 


B 


God's os $51 and ſeparation of Abraham and his ſeed to be his pe- 


culiar people. 


The travels of 


Abraham and Lot. Of Mel- 


.chizedeck. Of Abraham's ſucceſs, children, and of the deſtruc- 
tion of Sodom, Sc. Of Abraham?s faith in offering up his ſon 
Iſaac; the death of bis wife Sarah, and of bis ſecond marriage 


| and his own death. 


$.1 H AT did God do, when 
he ſaw that his former 
judgments did not deter the increaſ- 
ing world from ſuperſtition, ido- 
_ and -impiety ? ? 

T. He reſolved to ſeparate a peo» 


1 from among the nations, to 


whom he would reveal his will, diſ- 
play his glory, and by certain laws 
reſtrain them under his government. 
He had begun this werk in Terah, 


who died at Haran or Charran, in 
his way to the land of Promiſe: and 


he accompliſhed his reſolut ion in his 


ſon Abram, who being commanded. 


by the Lord to leave his own coun- 


try and relations, took his wife and 


family and his nephew Lot, and de- 
parted to the land of Canaan in faith 


that God would give it to his poſte- 


rity, and that in his ſeed all the fa- 


milies of the earth ſhould be bleſſed ; 
becauſe of him was the Meſſiah to 


be born,who has reconciled all thoſe, 


that believe in him, to the juſtice of 


God. 


. Wuyere daes the: land of C. 


naan lie? 


T. It lies he he Mediter- 


ranean ſea, and the mountains of 


Arabia, and extends from Egypt to 
Phœnicia. It is bounded to the E. 
by the ſaid mountains; on the S. by 
the wilderneſs of Paran, Idumea 
and Egypt; on the W. by the Me- 
diterranean or great ſea; and on the 
N. by the mountains of Libanus; 
being in length about 70 leagues, 
and thirty in breadth. It took its 
name from the youngeſt ſon of Ham, 
but was afterwards called Paleſtine, 
and in the ſcripture phraſe, the land 
of Promiſe, and the land of Iſrael; the 
land of Judah, and now the holy Land. 

S. In what part thereof did A. 
bram pitch his tent ? 

T. When he arrived in this coun- 
try, he firſt ſtopt at the famous Oak, 
or rather, grove of Moreh, not far 
from where the city of Sichem or 


Sychar was afterwards founded in 


Samaria; and having there built 
an altar, and paid his devotions to 
God, he in a viſion received freſh 
aſſurances of the divine promiſe. 

S. Why did God ſend Abram in- 
to this country, and promiſed to 


give it rather than any other to his 


ſeed ? | 
F n country was not ee 
to 
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to any of the ſons of Ham by the o- 


Tiginal ſettlement; but Canaan had 
invadedand uſurped it from the chil- 
dren of Sem, to whom it did of 
right belong; and from whom A- 
bram was deſcended: therefore it 


belonged to him and his poſterity 


by original title. 

S. Did Abram remain at Sichem? 

T. No; he removed to mount 
Ephraim, br erected another altar 
to the Lord at Bethel; and from 
thence, travelling ſouthward, being 
ſtopt by a famine, he turned off into 
Egypt for the greater convenience 
and better ſupport ct his family and 
herds ; for he was a ſhepherd, and 
carried -great flocks ot cattle with 
him. 

S. What befel Ahram in Egypt ? 

T. Abram knowing that he was 
obliged to enter a country wholly 
given up to luxury and all kind of 
exceſs, who neither feared God nor 


regarded men, had the precaution 


to guard againſt their power, paſſi - 
on and luſt, ſhould they meditate to 
deprive bim of his wife by prevailing 


with her to paſs for his ſiſter. Her 


beauty, 25 he bad ſuſpected was ſoon 


carried to the ears of the king, Who, 


being captivated at her ſight, pro- 
poſed to keep her as a royal concu- 
bine; out of which dangerous poſi- 
tion nothing but the wiſdom of God 
could deliver the chaſte Sarai; which 
was effected by cauſing the privy 
parts of the king and bis nobles to 
ſwell in ſuch a manner, as that the 
men could neither enjoy their wives, 
nor the women, who were with 
child, be delivered. And the ſame 
God inſpired them with undetſtand- 
ing to apply their puniſhment : for 
Pharaab tent for Abram, on whom 
before he had beſtowed many valu- 


The HoLy B1BL E explained. 


able preſents, and chiding him for 
denying Sarai to be his wife, re- 
turned her to him again, and com- 
manded him to depart out of his do- 
minions with all that he poſſeſſed. 

S. What did Abram — more in 
Egypt? 

7. He gained himſelfinfinite cre- 
dit by his ſolid judgment, eaſy elo- 
cution, inſtructive talent of inform- 
ing and convincing his hearers at 
once ; and he was the firſt that read 
lectures of aſtronemy and arithmetick 
in that nation, from whence thoſe 
two ſciences paſſed into Greece. Pro- 
phane authors tell us that he reigned 
at Damaſcus; that he invented let - 
ters, and the Hebrew language, and 
that he wrote a book on the creation, 
intitled Fezira. The Perfians be- 
lieve him to be the ſame as Zoroaſ- 
tres, the founderof their ſuperſtition. 

S. Why was the kin of t 
called Pharaoh ? | — wel 

T. Pharaoh ſignifying ee is 


free from, or above the laws, was a 
proper name for a king; and thus 


in the Coptic tongue it is a ling. This 
name was the title of the Egyptian 
kings for many generations after. 

S. Whereunto did Abram ; an 
ney from Egypt? 

T. He returned with Lot and all 
their ſubſtance and herds to the altar 
at Bethel. But in a little time their 
ſubſtance growing ſo great, they 
could not with any conveniency and 
accommodation dwell any longer 
together. Quarrels daily enſued a- 
mongſt their herdſmen. At laſt by 
conſent Lot removed to the fertile 
and pleaſant plains of Sadom and 
Gomorrah, at the end of which was' 
the little city Zaar, on the banks of 
Jordan, leaving Abram in poſſeſſion 
of their firſt habitation at _— 

"rs 
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*till the Lord having renewed the 
promiſe of enlarging his poſterity, 
and confirmed the gift of all the 
land, he could ſee, to him and them, 
he alſo removed to the Qak or Grove 
of Mamre, not far from Hebron or 
Chebron, where he built another al- 
tar unto the Lord, 

S. In what part was Hebron ſi- 
tuated. 

T. Upon a hill twenty miles to 
the S. of Jeruſalem. It was built 
ninety years after the flood; and 
wasafterwards called K:rjath- Arba. 

S. Did Lot live at peace in his 
new habitation ? 

T. No. He was ſoon after his 
ſettling at Sodom taken by Chedor- 


laomer's army, who was king of E- 


lam, that is Perſia, and his allies, 
and had ſent to reduce the king of 
Sodom, and four more of his petty 
tributaries, who had ſhaken off his 
yoke and confederated againſt him. 


S. Who was this Chedorlaomer 2? 


and by whom was he aſſiſted in this 
expedition: 

T. The Chedorlaomer of Moſes, 
was king or royal governor of Per- 
ſia, firſt under Zameis or Ninyas who 
then lived in Pera, at the head of 
the A/[yrian monarchy ; which Ni- 
nyas was the firſt that appointed de- 
puties under him with the character 
of kings or royal governors; of 
which ſort alſo was Amraphel, king 
of Shinar, his deputy at Babylon; 
and Arioch, king of Celo-fyria, his 
deputy at E lapas, Ellas, or Ellaſar, 
a city on the boarders of Arabia - 
theſe deputy-kings, at the command 
of Tidale, king of nations, or Ar:us, 
the ſucceſſor of Ninyas, and Sultan 
or emperor of the Hamites, or coun- 
trys ſubject to the Mirian monar- 
2 erected by Nimrod, a deſcen- 


dant of Ham, aſſembled their forces 
and marched againſt the five petty 
kings of Sodom, Gomorrab, Admah, 
Zeboiim and Bela, or Tear Theſe 
kings ſtood upon their defence in 
the vale of Siddim, but were van 
quiſhed ; and their cities became a 
prey to the conquerofs, who carried 
away Lot and all his ſubſtance. — 
This is the firſt pitched battle re- 
corded in ſcripture. 

S. What did Abram do on this 
occaſion ? | 

T. He no ſooner heard thereof, 


but, putting himſelf at the head of 


318 of his ſervants and dependants, 


purſues the enemy, comes up with 


them in the night, at Shaveh, which 
is the king's dale, divides his little 


army into companies, and finding 


them ſecure, and, it may be, drunk 


and aſleep, attacks them from ſe- 


veral quarters at once in ſucha man- 
ner that he not only recovered Lot 
and his ſubſtance, but, all their ſpoil 
and captives, and routed them in- 
tirely. 

This gained Abram ſo much credit 
and eſteem among the neighbouring 
nations, that on his return after the 
ſlaughter of the kings, whom he 
purſued unto Dan on the head of 
the river Jordan, and from thence 
to Hoba on the leſt of Damaſcus, 
that he was met by the king of So- 
dom, who acknowledged his obliga- 
tion to him for ſo ſignal a deliver- 
ance, and proferred him all the boo- 
ty; though Abram, who had nothing 
but the public good in view in what 
he had done, would retain no more 
of the ſpoil than what might be ac- 
counted his juſt proportion, and of 
that he alſo gave the 1toth to Melchi- 
zedeck king of Salem, who likewiſe 
congratulated his ſucceſs, and re- 
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freſhed him and his men with plenty 
of all things in their march. 

S. Who was this Melchizedect ? 
and of what place was he king ? 

T. Melchizedeck was king of Sa- 
lem or Sclyma, which is now called 
Ferujalem, and lies in the way, by 
which Abram muſt have returned 
from the territories of Damaſcus to 
Hebron: Or, he might be no other 
than the chief of ſome petty govern- 
ment, over which he acted both as 
king andprieſt, a practice very com- 


mon in ancient times; and having 
ſtudied the peace of his people, and 


being the only one that had avoid- 
ed the deſtruction, which their re- 
bellion had brought upon the neigh- 
bouring ſtates, on that account 
was ſtiled the king of peace or the 
peaceable king, which is the king 
of Salem, i. e. peace. 

As to the perſon of Melchizedect : 
he, in all probability, being de- 
ſcended from 1dolatrous parents, 
Moſes has given no account of his 
geneatogy; which is the meaning of 
that ſcripture,where he is ſaid to be 
without father and mother; begin - 


ning of days and end of life : But he 


himſelf was a perſon of ſingular pie- 


ty and virtue, and, as a pree/?, taught 


his people to fear and worſhip the 
moſt high Gad. 


S. Did not the Babylonians ſend 


a more powerful army to revenge 


this defeat upon Abram ? 


But as that was moſt to 


T. No. 


be expected, no doubt Abram might 


be under ſome anxiety on that ac- 
count, which God however remov- 
ed in a viſion, ſaying: Fear not A- 
BRAM, for I am thy ſhield and thy 
exceeding great reward; for all the 
noble exploits þe had done : and 
then promiſes to give him a ſon in 


ing the eus, whole. 
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his old age, who ſhould have a race 


deſcending from him, as innumera- 


ble as the /tars : and ſeals this pro- 


miſe by a covenant, at Abram's re- 


queſt. Take, ſays God, an hetfer of 
three years old, and a ſhe goat of three 
years olds and a ram of three years 
old, and a turtle dove and a 70 
Pigeon. All which Abram took ; 
and he killed the herfer, the goat, 
and the ram; cut them in two, and 
laid the halves, at proper diſtances 
exactly oppoſite to cachother, leav- 
Then he 
paſſed between the diſſected. bodies, 
made his ſolemn vows of perpetual 
obedience to God, and took care 
that no birds of prey did ſettle upon 
the ſacrifice: Till God caſting him 
into a deep fleep, attended with _ 
horrible darkneſs and dread of ſpi- 
rits, ſpake again unto him ſaying, 
C Know of a ſurety that thy ſeed 


«<< ſhall be a ſtranger ina land that 


cc 


is not theirs, and ſhall ſerve them 
and they ſhall aMi& them four 
hundred years. And alſo that 


. 


* 


cc 


« nation, whom they ſhall ſerve, 


« will I judge; and afterwards 
6 ſhall they come out with great 
«© ſubſtance. And thou ſhalt go 
„ to thy fathers in peace; thou 
ſhalt be buried in a good old age: 
„ But in the fourth generation 
cc they ſhall come hither again; 
6 for, the iniquity of the Amorites 
<« js not yet full.” And the Lord 
confirmed theſe words by /awak and 
fire, either as emblems of the di- - 
vine preſence, or by a ſimilar de- 

monſtration, how it ſhould come 
to paſs; firſt he made Abram ſee a 
ſmoaking furnace, which is a plain 
emblem of the afflictions of the 1/- 
raelites in Egypt; and then a burn- 
ing lamp, paſs between the rome 
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Of Abraham's Marriage, and Sarah's Conception. 47 


of fleſh and conſume them, which is 
a lively repreſentation of their de- 
liverance after four hundred years 
bondage. 

S. Did God fend Abram a ſon 
immediately? 

T. No. And Sarah deſpairing of 
iſſue from her own womb, prevail- 
ed with her huſband to take Ha- 
gar, her handmaid, given to her by 
Pharaoh, to'be his ſecondary wife; 
by whom he, in due time, had a 
ſon, named [/hmael. But this was 
not to be the heir of Abram's houſe; 
and therefore about thirteen years 
from the birth of this lad, the Lord 
appeared again to Abram; renewed 
his covenant with him ; inſtituted 
the rite of circumcifion ; changed 
his name to Abrabam, and his wife's 
to Sarah; and aſſured him that ſhe, 
- who had been hitherto barren ſhould 
beyond all human expectation bare 
him a ſon, within the compaſs of a 
year, whoſe name ſhould be {ſaac - 
promiſing at the ſame time to make 
Iſbmael a great nation, and the fa- 
ther of twelve princes ; but confin- 
ing the covenant and promiſe of 
making all the nations of the earth 
bleſſed, to Iſaac only. 

S. Did Abraham believe this? 

T. Abraham believed it, and as 
ſoon as he recovered himſelf from 
the viſion, he circumciſed himſelf, 
his ſon, and all the males of his fa- 
mily. — An ordinance religiouſly 
obſerved by the Jews to this day. 
— For it was enjoined upon that 
nation with this ſevere penalty, that 
the r en . man- child whoſe 

eſb of his foreſkin is not circumciſed, 
that ſoul ſhall be cut off from God's 
people becauſe the contempt of the 
ſeal, is a deſpiſing of the covenant. 
And it was a bloody ordinance; be- 


| 


cauſe under the law all things were 
purged with Blood: But, the blood of 
Chriſt being now ſhed,allthe bloody 
ordinances are taken away and a- 
boliſhed, Chriſt having died once 
for us all, and inſtituted baptiſm, 
as the ſeal of his covenant, inſtead 
of Circumciſion. 

But Sarah did not believe fo 
readily ; for, ſoon after,three angels, 
one of which is generally believed 
to be the ſon of God, coming to his 
tent, like travellers, and being cour- 
teouſly invited in, and entertained 
by Abraham ; one of them, in the 
hearing of Sarah, ratified to him 
the promiſe, that within a year ſhe 
ſhould bear him a fon. Sarah laught 
at it, as an impoſſibility; and the 
angel rebuked her incredulity, by 
aſſuring her that nothing is impoſſi- 
ble with God. And conſequently 
Sarah conceived. 

S. How had Hagar behaved to 
Sarah her miſtreſs, after ſhe had 
conceived />mael by her maſter A- 
braham ? | 

T. Hagar, finding herſelf with 
child, uſurped upon her good-na- 
tured miſtreſs. But Sarah, mak- 
ing her complaint to Abrabam, by 
his permiſſion, uſed her with ſo 
much ſeverity, that ſhe attempted 
to eſcape into Egypt, her native 
country; which probably ſhe would 
have effected, had not the angel of 
the Lord met her in the way, and 
perſwaded her to return, by pro- 
miſing, that God would multiply 
the offspring of her body, ſoexceed-. 
ingly, that it ſhauld not be num- 
bered. 

Hagar obeyed the voice of the 
Lord: and, though it was much a- 
gainſt the inclination of her proud 
ſpirit, ſhe returned to her ſervice, 

| | ſub- 
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ſubmitted herſelf to her miſtreſs, and 
was delivered of her ſon Iſhmael, to 
the great joy of Abram ; tho' after- 
wards the numerous deſcendants of 
this child forſook the ways of A- 
braham, and became enemies to the 
church of God. 

S. I thought you told me, that 
ram had taken her to wife? 

T. I did fo. But the concubina- 
ry, ſecondary or half wives, which 
men took cn occaſion of their wives 
barrenneſs in the infancy of the 
world ; though they were account- 
ed lawful and true wives, and their 


iſſue reputed legitimate, and they 


had a lawful right to the marriage 
bed, and might juſtly claim the pri- 
vilege thereof, as well as the > fir ff 
or chief wife; yet they were in all 
other reſpects inferior, and ſubject 


toher. And as they had no autho- 


Tity in the family, nor ſhare in the 
houſhold-government; ſo if they 
had been fervants, which was the 
caſe of Hagar, in the family, before 
they came to the concubinage, they 
continued to be ſo afterwards, and 
in the ſame ſubjection to their miſ- 
treſs, as before they had been ad- 
mitted partners in their maſter's af- 
fections. So you ſee Hagar was 
both Abraham's wife, and Sarah's 
ſervant. Where itis worthnoting, 
that the differences that happened 
in the family of Aram upon that 
occaſion, ſhew that ſuch marriages 
were often attended with unhappy 
conſequences : Therefore when 
Christ came, he ordained the mar- 
riage union to be between one man 
and one woman only. 

S. What is the meaning of theſe 
two names Abram and Abraham ? 

T. Abram imports a high father, 
but Abraham denotes a father of a 
Treat multitude: as indeed he was, 


from whom not only the twelve 
tribes, with Saul, David and all his 
Race; but the //raelites, the Edo- 
mites, and all the poſterity of Ketu- 
rah in Africa and Arabia, with the 
kings of the Saracens in Babylon, 
Egypt, Africa and Spain were de- 
ſcended. But above all we muſt re- 
member that of his race, according 


to the fleſh, was born the King of 


kings, and Lord of lords, in whom all 
the nations of the earth are bleſſed. 

S. What became of Lot after 
his deliverance from the hands of 
Chedorlaomer ? 

T. He returned to Sodom. 

S. How long did the angels ſtay 
that were entertained by Abra- 
ham? | 

T. After that gentle rebuke of 
Sarah by the angel, they made 
themſelves known to be the meſ- 
ſengers of God ſent from heaven, 
to aſſure him of the time when God 


reſolved to accompliſh his promiſe 


of a child by Sarah; and to execute 
divine vengeance on the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and that 
neighbourhood ; whoſe pride, ful- 


neſs of bread, and abundance of 
idleneſs, with their ſenſuality and 


uncleanneſs, had provoked the Lord 
to deſtroy them with fire and brim- 
ſtone ; which fell upon them, like 
a ſtood of rain, from the heavens. 
And then they roſe up and went 
on their way: the one, that had deli - 
vered his meſſage to Abrabam, re- 
turning to his celeſtial habitation: 


the other two proceeding towards 


Sodom. 
S. What did Abraham do on 


this extraordinary occaſion ? 
T. When he ſaw that they bent 


their courſe towards Sodom, Abra- 


ham courteouſly walked with them, 
and in the way they told him of the 
judgment 
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Lo r at Zoar and ABRAHAM &f Gerar. 49 


judgment they were about to exe- 
cute. Abraham intreated the Lord 
to ſpare them; but, as there were 


not ten righteous perſons to be found 


in that city, the Lord kept his 
refolution ; and Abraham'being re- 
turned to Mamre, the two angels 
proceeded and arrived at Sodom. 
S. What reception did the two 
angels meet with at Sodom? ; 
T. Lot, who fat in the gate of 


Sodom, ſuppoſing them to be travel- 


lers, invited them to his houſe, 
They at firft ſeemed to decline the 
favour ; but being at laſt perſwaded 


and lodged in his houſe ; the men 


of the city during their entertain- 
ment came in a riotous manner a- 


bout the houſe and demanded his 
two gueſts, that they might abuſe 


them in that unnatural and filthy 
manner, which to this day is known 


by the name of Sodomy, and by our 
laws is puniſhed with death. The 


mutiny, upon Let's refuſal, became 
ſo outragious, that theſe meſſengers 
of God were obliged to exert their 


divine power; for, Lot being fo im- 


prudent to go out and ſhut the door 
after him, to.ſee if he could have 
out-reaſoned their obſtinacy, he was 
in danger of being murdered by the 
towns-men; and they, to reſcue him, 
were forced to pull him in, and ſo 
to ſtrike ther with blindneſs that 
the Sodomites could not afterwards 
find his door. Then they told him 
their commiſſion ; and promiſed'to 
ſave ſuch of his family, as would be- 
lieve, and depart before that ſud- 


den deſtruction ſhould come in the 


morning of the enſuing day; provi- 
ded none of them did look back 
upon the city. 

S. How many believed and went 
out of Sædom with righteous Lot? 


T. Only his wife and two daugh- 
ters that lived in the houſe with 
him ; for, his other daughters that 
were married, and their huſbands, 


laughed at his _ to depart the 


city. 
S. Where ad Lot and his family 
flee unto? 

T. To the little city" Zoar ; 
which at his requeſt was preſerved 
from the deſtruction of Saabm. And 
he was no ſooner entered into Zoar, 


about the riſing of the ſun; but the 


Lord performed his word, ard with 
fire and brimſlone from Leven de- 
ſtroyed all the cities of · that plain 
with all their inhabitants, lands, and 
goods, which were turned into 4 
great lake or dead ſea, Which is now 
called the falr-fet, and Aſpbaltis, on 
account of the bitumen or pitch caſt 
up therein. This lake is about fifty 
miles long and fourteen broad, is 


moved with no wind, and fetids 


forth a very offenſive ſinell. 
S. Did Zotand his family arrive 
ſafe at Zoar ? 

7. Lot arrived ſafe with his 
daughters; but his wife, bfi back 

upon the deſtruction of Sodom, was 

ſtruck dead and changed into a pillar 
of ſalt, or of a ſaline ſubſtance, as a 
monument of Gods judgment upon 
her diſobedience and unbellef. 

S. Why did God ſave Lot? 

T. Becauſe, he remembered 4- 
brabam, his uncle. 

S. Did Lot continue at Zoar 9? 

T. No. He took his two daugh- 
ters, and went up into the moun- 
tains, where he was quite retired 
from all other converſation, and 
dwelt in a cave with them alone; 
for, the men of Zoar not taking 
warning at the overthrow of their 
neighbours, continued to work ini- 


E quity 


. 


i ity inthe fight ofthe Lord, which 
Lot was afraid would at laſt bring 


the ſame judgment upon them- | 


ſelves. 
S. Did Lat preſerve his integrity 
to the laſt ? | 

T. No. He yielded to the en- 
ticements of his daughters ; who 
having made him drunk two ſeveral 
times, went to bis bed, and they 
both conceived by him : though he 
neither perceived when they laid 
down, nor when they aroſe. 

S. Had they children by their 
father ? 

T. Yes. The elder bore him a 
fon, called Moab, who was the fa- 
ther of the Moabites; a country on 
the E. of the ſalt- ſea, where the 
Amorites did afterwards inhabit, on 
the river Jordan eaſtward : And the 
younger, daughter bore him a ſon, 
called Ben- ammi; who became the 
father of the children, of Ammon, 
who poſſeſſed the N. part of the 
kingdom of Sihon. Both which na- 
tions were great enemies tothe 
ple of God. — This fall of Lot calls 
upon us to be always on our guard 
againſt fin ; and particularly to be- 
ware of drunkenneſs, which is not 
only a beaſtly fin initfelf, but is of- 
ten attended by bad conſequences. 

S. Did not this deſtruction of So- 
dam and all that country frighten 
Abraham ? * 15 5 

. No doubt but it did: for, af- 
ter we read that he had ſeen the ſmoaꝭ 
of that country go up as the ſmoak of 
a furnace; we hear of him no more 
till he is found at Gerar, which 
was near Gaza, and then the chief 
city of the Philiſtines, afterwards 
called Beerſbeba, which laid S. of 
Aamre, where he had abode near 
a0 years. 
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S. What happened to Abraham: 
at Gerar? 
T. The king of that place being 
informed that Abraham's ſiſter, Sa- 
rah, (for Abraham had engaged her 
to paſs tor ſuch) was a fair woman, 
ſent and took her: but before 4- 
bimilech, the king had defiled her, 
he was admoniſhed in a dream to 
abſtain from her, being another 
man's. wife ; under pain of death 
to him and all his family, if he did 
not reſtore her. — Abimilech hav- 
ing told this to his ſervants, ſends for 
Abraham ; chides him for the lie he 
had told concerning his wife ; re- 
ſtores him his wife; diſavows any 
intention of adultery in himſelf ; 
preſents him with a large ſum of 
money, beſides oxen, ſheep, men 
ſervants and women ſervants, and 
permits him to dwell where ever 
he pleaſed within his land. 
S. What return did. Abraham 

_T. He prayed for him and for 
the. reſt of his houſe ; who were 
thereby delivered from the plague, 
which God had laid upon them for 
Sarab's ſake. 1 

S. Why did Abraham diſſemble 

in this manner? 
. Becauſe he thought that the 


fear of God was not in that place, 


and that they would /ay him far 
his wife's ſake. | 

S. Did not Abraham ſin by this 
equivocation and expoſing his wife's 
chaſtity and honour ? 1 
T. Yes. And theſe examples 
ſhew us, that while there are ſpots 
in the moon, we muſt not expect 
any thing-or perſon ſpotleſs under 
it: and that the ſcriptures are im- 
partial in relating the blemiſhes of 
the moſt famous ſaints, 


S. What 


‚ù— . > ito OR 


Of Hacar, Isnmatrr, and Is AAc. 


S. What does Abimilech mean? 

T. It was the name or title of 
the kings of the Philiſtines, as Pha- 
raoh was of the Egyptians, and Cæ- 
ſar of the Romans. | 

S. Why did Abimilech 
braham ſuch preſents? 
T. To juſtify that he had not 
wronged Sarah's virtue : it being 
then uſual to give preſents to con- 
firm the truth of any thing that 
might be called in doubt. 

S. Where and when was Sarah 
brought to bed? 

T. At Gerar, according to the 
time of year that the angel had de- 
clared in the tent at Mamre, ſhe 
was delivered of a ſon, whom his 
father, according to a former di- 
rection,called Iſaac, which ſignifies 
laughter; and circumciſed him on 
the eighthday. This child in their 
old age was nurſed with great joy 
by his mother, who at the age of 
ninety gave him ſuck, and weaned 
him at about three years old, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of thoſe days. 
And now Hagar was not only by 
this means diſappointed of her ex- 
pectation, that her ſon would have 
been the ſole heir to Abraham; but 
in a little time, her ſon being caught 
mocking or deriding Iſaac, the, af- 
ter much reluQtance in Abraham, 
was, at the inſtigation of Sarah and 
by God's order, turned out of doors 
with her ſon. 

S. What became 
her ſon? 7 

T. Abrabam ſent them away 
with a parcel of bread and a bottle 
water. And they wandered in the 
neighbouring wilderneſs of Beer- 
ſheba. Where, having drank all 
the water, and ready to faint with 


drought, when nothing but imme- 


oive A- 


of Hagar and 


\ 
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diate death could be expected for 
her and her child, God ſaw her tears 
and heard the voice of the lad, and 
brought her to a well of water, 
where they refreſhed themſelves: 
and their lives where preſerved. — 
This blefling encouraged her to con- 
tinue in this retirement; for ſhe in- 
ſtead of proceeding towards Egypt, 
as might be her firſt intention, 
took up her abode in the wilderneſs 
of Paran; where under God's pro- 
tection, Ihmael grew up and became 


ſuch an expert archer as to be able 
to provide for them both: when he 


was marriageable, his mother pro- 
cured him à wife out of the land of 
Egypt. 

S. Had 1hmael any iſſue by that 
Egyptian ? | 

T. Ves: He had twelve ſons, who 
became twelue princes, according td 
their nations ; which laid between 
Havilah and Shur, i. e. in Arabia 
Petræa; and as their deſcendants 
were called Ihmaelites from their 
father, ſo we find ſome foot-ſteps of 
them in heathen authors, under the 
name of Hagarens or Hagarites, 
from Hagar, the mother of {hmael. 
S. Did Abraham proſper in Ge- 
rar? | 5 
T. Ves. And the king entered 
into a ſolemn league with him at 
Beerſbeba, in the preſence of his peo- 
ple, and redreſſed ſuch complaints as 
Abraham had juſt reaſon to offer a- 
gainſt his ſubjects. And now find- 
ing himſelf and familyfirmly ſettled, 
and intending there to end his days, 
he built an altar, and planted a 
grove for religious worſhip, and 
called upon the name of the Lord, the 
everlaſting God. — But his greateſt 


trial was yet to come. For in or- 


der to juſtify the obedience of this 
"B'S Holy 


Holy Patriarch, and to make him 


to * Flay ante and confeſſors, an 
illuſtrious pattern of an intire _ 


pendance on the Almighty, the 


Lord commanded him to carry his 


only fon Haac, the fon of the pro- 
miſe, inte the land of Moriah, and 
there to offer him for a burnt offer- 
ing upon one of the mountains. 

S8. How 
this command? 

T. In faith, nothing doubting. 
He delayed not, but took his ſon, 
with proviſtons for the journey and 
inſtruments for the ſacrifice, and 
after three days journey they arrived 


in Moriabh; and Abraham ſaw a 


pillar of fire, reaching from theearth 
to the heaven, by which he knew 
that mountain to be the place, ap- 
pointed by God for that dreadfu] 
feene, which he preſently prepared 
to act with his fon Iſaac, whom, at 

the bottom of the mount, he laded 
with the wood and the other ma- 
terials for a burnt offering. Theſe 
two journeying alone, the lad faid 
to his father, where is the Lamb for 
the burnt offering? To which the 
father without any tokens of grief 
or concern, replyed prophetically, 
that God would provide himſelf with 
one. Being arrived at the ſpot of 
ground, on which Chri/? afterwards 
actually offered himſelf unto God 
for the redemption of mankind; for 
mount Caivary was part of this 
mount Moriab; Abraham built an 
altar, bound his ſon and laid him 
upon the wood : but when his ready 
obedience appeared by ſtretching 
forth his hand, and taking the knife 
to ſlay his ſon, God called to him 
from heaven, accepted of his obe- 
dience, forbade him to lay hand up- 


on his fon, and ſent him a Ram, 


id Abraham receive 
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which providentially was caught by 
the horns in a thicket behind him; 
and which Abraham ſeized upon 
and offered up for a burnt offering 
inſtead of his ſon. Abraham, in me- 
mory of this whole tranſaction cal- 
led this place. Jahovah-Fireh, i. e. 
God will provide himſelf a ram. 
God being thus ſatisfied of ra- 
ham's entire ſubmiſſion to his will 
by this felf-denial to his on inch- 


nation, intereſt and nature: and 


fmding his piety to be proof againſt 
all temptations, he with an Oath 
confirmed to him all his former pro- 
miſes with great addifions, one of 
which was, that his ſeed ſhould poſ- 
fſefs the gate of his enemies. Then 
Abraham and his fon went down 
from the mount, and returned home 
to Beer /heba, with his ſervants, that 
waited there with their qr 
and beaſts. 

$. How did Sarah reliſh Abra- 
ham's obedience to God com- 
mand? 

T. It ſeems that he received the 
account thereof with great indigna 
tion againſt her huſband z and, if 
ſhe did not fall ſick thereupon im- 
mediately; I think it is more than 
probable, that ſhe left him and his 
houſe, and retired to their eſtate at 
Kirjath- arba, which is Hebron, 
where ſhe died in the 127 year of 
her age; but Abraham dwelt at 
Beerſheba. 

S. Did not 50 60 that Te FEY 
Abraham's abe, had another fon 
named Naber? Pray what became 
of him? 

7. Moſes, keeping always his 
principal deſign in view, gives us 


no account of Nahor till Abraham's _ 


return from Moriah, and his fon 
was marriageable; tho” it is no in- 
congruous 
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SaRAn's Death and ABRAHAM's ſecond Marriage. 53 | 


congruous opinion, that Nabor ei- 
ther accompanied, or ſoon after 
followed his father Terab to Haran 
in Mefopotamia, where he ſettled 
and had a numerous family, eight 
ſons by his wife Milcab, and four 
by his concubine Rewumah. 

S. Where was Sarah buried ? 

T. In a field called Machpelah, 
which ſignifies a piece of ground 
walled about. Abraham purchaſed 
this burial place, for himſelf and 
his family, of one Ephron, a prin- 
Cipal inhabitant of Hebron, at the 
price of 400 ſhekels of ſilver or 60 
pounds fterling. — The burials in 
churches and cities are of modern 
date : for, the ancients always re- 
poſited their dead in grottos or 
vaults, built in fields or gardens, 

S. What became of T1ſaac after 
the death of his mother? - 

T. Abraham being now far ad- 
vanced in years, and expecting his 
diſſolution, in the courſe of nature 
to Uraw near, ſends his ſteward, 
Elizzar, to his own country and 
his own kindred, the deſcendants 
of Nahoer, who dwelt at Haran, in 
Meſopotamia, to take a wife from 
among them, for his fon Jſaac; 
which was accordingly concluded, 
to the great joy of both parties, 
between him and Rebeccah, the 
daughter of Bethuel, 
youngeſt ſon; who accompanied 
with her nurſe Deborah, took her 


leave of her father's houſe and de- 


parted fot to conſummate her mar- 
riage at Beer/heba. 6 

S. Where and in what manner 
did Iſaac meet this his intended 
a | 
T. Iſaac was accidentally walk- 
ing and meditating in a field about 
the cloſe of the day, when Rebec- 


Nahor's 


cah, being informed by her guide 
that it was the man to whom 
ſhe was betrothed, lighted off 
her camel, and covered herſelf with 
a vail: and, the ſervant having told 
{jaac all things that he had done, 
Iſaac conducted her into the tent, 
that had been his mother's, took 
her to be his wife, and loved her. 
8. Did Nahor's deſcendants re- 
tain the worſhip of the true God ? 
T. Yes: tho' it was much blend- 
ed and corrupted with idolatrou 
inventions. „ 
S. Did Abraham marry another 
wife? | | — 4 
7. Yes; whoſe name was Ke- 
turah, and by whom he had fix ſons 
Zimram, Pallas, Medan, Midi- 
an, Iba and Shuah. And Jocł- 
ſham begat Sheba and Dedan, who 
was the father of As/hurim and Le- 
tuſhim, and Leummim. And his ſon 
Aidian had five ſons, Ephab, E- 
pher, Hanech, Abidab and Eldaab. 
But he ſettled all his fubſtance up- 
on his eldeft ſon Iſaac, after he had 
given large preſents to the chil- 
dren of this new venter, and ſent 
them away to the Eg to improve 
their fortunes. 3 
S. What became of them there? 
T. They ſettled in Arabia and 
Syria. For, in all probability the 
Zamarens, mentioned by Pliny, deſ- 
cended from Zimram: the Sabæ- 
ans, from Sheba : the Dedamim, from 
Dedan : the Medianites, from Mi- 
dian : the Shuites, from Shuah. 
1ſaiah mentions a town of the name 
of Ephah : from Hanoch was called 
the country Canauna, alſo menti- 
oned by Pliny : and Medan gave 
his name to the country of Media- 
na, in which is the famous city of 
Mecca, where Mahomet was born. 
E 3 S. How 
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S. How long did Abrabam live 
with his ſecond wife ? 
T. About forty years. 


S. What children had Iſaac by 
Rebeccab? 


T. After they had been married 
twenty years, and not before, Re- 
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beccah, and her huſband having be- 
ſought the Lord, was at one birth, 
delivered of two ſons, Eſau and 
Jacob. Jacob in the birth followed 
his brother ſo cloſe, that he took 
hold of his heel. | 


FCA Fi... 


— 


Of the Children of Abraham and their ſettlements. Of Iſaac and 


bis Sons. 
Children. 


8. ID Abraham live to fee 
” theſe two grandſons ? 

T. Yes: for he did not die till 
they were at leaſt fifteen years of 
age. 

S. Where, and by whom was 
he buried ? vey 

T. Abraham dying of a good old 
age, being 175, was buried by his 
ſons Jſaac and Iſbmael, with the re- 
mains of his wife Sarah in the field 
of Machpelab. | 

S. How many children had J. 
mael ? 

T. Twelve ſons; who gave 
names to tetuns and caſtles, and be- 
came princes according to their nati- 
ons, between Havilah and Shur. 

S. How does it appear that Ih- 
mael was a wild man, or a man like 
a wild aſs, i. e. fierce, cruel, loving 
ſalitude, and hating confinement of any 
kind ; and that his band was again/? 
every man, and every man's hand a- 
gainſt bim? | 

7. His very condition of life, as 
an archer in the wilderneſs makes 
good the former part of this charac- 
ter ; eſpecially if we confider that 
the prediction does not only relate 


Of Eſau and bis Children. And of Jacob and his 


to him perſonally, but more proper: 
ly to the Arabians his deſcendants, 
who to this day retain the name of 
wild Arabs; whoſe ſole occupation 
* robbing their neighbours) 
ies in hunting and killing wild 
beaſts: with bows and arrows chief 
ly; in which weapon they exceed 
all other nations: and before the 
introduction of Mabametiſin, they 
lived like the brutal herd in.the un- 
reſtrained uſe of females: at preſent 
they take as many wives as they 
can maintain, and turn them off at 
pleadutes..o 51 5 4h Ea 
As to the latter part of his cha- 
racter, it, to be ſure, is not to be in- 
terpreted of M maels living in a per- 
ſonal ſtate of war with his brethren: 
and muſt be interpreted ſtrictly of 
his deſcendants, the ſaid Arabians, 
who are a terror not only to all their 
neigbbours, who are the continual 
ſcene of their depradations; but they 
viſit every creek and coaſt, and 
iſland in the Southern and Eg/tern: 
ſeas, and come ſoufing like a hawk 
with incredible ſwiftneſs upon their 
prey, and are gone again in an in- 
ſtant, — A people, that have al- 
* 


Of IcnMAEL, Es Au, and Jacos. 
ways deſerved the vengeance of the 


ſword, and haveoften been attack- 
ed by the greateſt warriors of anti- 
quity, but have never been conquer- 
ed. — When Alexander was medi- 
tating their ruin, death cut him off, 
In the wars between the Romans 
and Parthians, tho' they changed 
fides as it ſuited their preſent incli- 
nation, they never could be totally 
vanquiſhed and ſubdued. Pompey, 
Craſſus, and other generals of great 
fame were all unſucceſsful in their 
attempts to enſlave them. Trajan, 
by whirwinds and hail, 
lightning, and frightful appari- 


tions in the air, was obliged to 


raiſe the ſeige of the Hagarenes ; 
and tho' Severus had beat down 


ſome of the city wall, he could not 


with all his authority influence his 
ſoldiers: to enter the breach; and 
therefore retreated, when, to all hu- 


man appearance the city was at his 
mercy : which events can no ways 


be accounted for without the ſup- 
poſition that God's almighty power 
interpoſed to fulfil his promiſe ; eſ- 
pecially if it be remarked that the 
Arabians in this extremity ſtood 
ſmgle againſt the whole power of 
Rome; and that the Roman army 
was compoſed of men out of all.na- 
tions. So that conſidering all things, 
nothing can be more juſtly inferred 


than that every man's hand was at 


this time againſt /bmael, and that 
his only hand was againſt every mans; 
and yet he dwelt, and ſtill dwelleth 
in the preſence of all his brethren : For 


it was not long after this, that the 


Ihhmaelites joined the Goths againſt 
the Romans,” and having overcome 
both, they, under the name of Sa- 
racens (which ſignifies thieves or 


—_ erected a vaſt * upon 


thunder, 
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their ruins. And thus Imael, in the 
full extent of the prophecy, n 
a great nation. 

S. How did J/aac and 3 
2 their twins, Eſau and Ja- 


wes Eſau, was moſt beloved of- 
his father; and Jacob was his mo- 
thers darling; which diſtinction in 
the end had like to have proved the 
ruin of the family. 

S. Why was there this differ- 
ence? 

T. Eſau, who was a Rroog 3 
active lad, and delighted much in 
hunting, gains his fathers affections 
by his frequent preſents of veniſon : 
and Jaceb, being of a more gentle 
and courteous diſpoſition gain'd the 
aſcendant of his mother by keeping 
her company, and employing ad 


ſelf in family affairs. 


S. How had this like to hows 
proved fatal to the family ? 

T. Rebeccah, being determined to 
prefer Jacob before Eſau, put him 
upon watching all opportunities to 
perſwade Eſau to part with his birth- 
right; which he affected under an 
cath, for a meſs of pattage, which E- 
ſau longed for, at a time that he 
was ſo ſpent as not to have any 
hopes of living to enjoy any privi- 
leges thereunto belonging. And 
afterwards Jacob, taking advantage 
of his fathers blindneſs, and by his 
mothers contrivance, put ſkins on . 
his hands and neck to perſonate E- 
ſau, and obtain {Jaac's bleſling in 
prejudice of the eldeſt fon Eſau ; 
which Eſau threatened to revenge 
with his brother's blood, after the 
death of their father. 

S. Why did Jacob ſtrire ſo 
much for the birth-right ? 
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conſecrated to the Lord; had adou- 


ble portion of the eſtate allotted to 


him; had a dignity and authority 
over his brethren; ſucceeded in the 


government of the family, and to 


the prieſthood. He had a right to 
challenge the particular bleſſing of 
his dy ing parent: 
nant which God had made with 


Abrabam, that from his loins Chriſt 


ſhould come, conſignèd to him: 
and, what is more, theſe preroga- 


tives were not conſigned to his per- 


ſon only, but deſcended to his lat- 
eſt poſterity, in caſe they compoit- 
ed themſelves io, as to deicrve 
them. 

S. Did the: continue in his fa- 
ther's habitation? 

T. Not long after his father's 


death: for, the famine being again 
very ſevere in the land, he remov- 


ed with his family to Gerar; where 
he was guilty of the fame fault, as 
his father before him had been-. guil- 


ty of; denying his wite, on the ame 


account · But Himilech, the reign- 


ing king, finding it out, command- 
ed, under pain of death, that none of 
his ſubjects d touch her. 

8. What happened to Iſaac in 
Gerar ? 

T;: The God of his father re- 
newed with him the covenant that 
he had ſworn unto Abraham, and 
bleſſed him with fuch a large in- 


creaſe of his corn and cattle, that 


the wealth, which heaccumulated by 
his huſbandry, drew upon him the 
envy and indignation of the Philiſ- 
tines, who could not bear to fee him 
grow fo great; inſomuch that they 
filled up the wells which his father's 
ſervants had digged, and were not 
ſatisfied till they had prevailed with 
their king to order him to depart 


he had the cove- 


. ſooner arrived; 


from thence. And certainly they 
ſcrupled to have 
utterly deſtroyed both him and bis 


would not have 


— the Lord promiſed 
to be with him; to preſerve him from 
all danger and malice. 

S. Did Jfaac depart from Ger * 
as commandedꝰ 

T. Ves: but being forbid by 
God to go into. Egypt, and know- 
ing that God would reftrain the 
Philiſi ines from doing him any 
harm, he retired no fartber than 


ioto the valley of Gerar; where his 
father had formerly fed bis cattle: 
and tho' he only opened the wells, 


which his father's ſervants had dug, 


the herdſmen af Gerar,thinking him 
too well ſituated there alſo, quarrelled 


continually with his ſhepherds, till 


at laſt, they having deprived his 
flocks of water, and brought other 
inconveniences; upon him, he was 
obliged to remove ſarther off, where 


he dug a well without oppoſition, 


which he called Reheboth or En- 
largement ; but, tho he had nothing 


to fear from the natives, he ſoon af- 


ter returned, and ſettled = con- 
ſtant abode at Beerſpela. N 
S. Did he make this movement | 


by God's direction? 


7. No. But it appears to be with 
For, he was no 
but, that very 


his approbation, 


night, the Lord red unto him 


and bleſſed him, and promiſed to 
en him, and to ne his 


ſeed. 


§. What did Iſaac do after this 
viſion ? 


filed ae ee eie 


he, by ſacriſice, called upon the nume | 


of the Lord. And God ſo proſper- 
ed him in all his undertakings, that 
Abimilech, fearing it would be = 

* 
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expreſſed a tender regard for itn, 
As his firſt born ſon : 


day in his power to revenge the af · 
front he had pùt upon him, by ex - 
pelling him his country, came to 
Beerſbhelu, attended by his chief no- 
bility and the captain general of his 
forces, and, after much apology for 
that ill- treatment of him, propoſed 


a treaty of friendſhip with en 
his houſe. 

S. How did Trace r receive thoſe 
Pluliftines ? 


T. It was natural for dim 10 . 


mind them of the hard uſage, he 
had met with in their country; 
but being the ble//ed of the Lord, of 
a meek and peaceable temper, he 
treated them kindly, lodged them 
all night, and in the morning, hav- 
ing firſt ratified their treaty by an 


oath to each other, he ſent them a- 
way; and they departed in peace, 


on the fame day, that his ſervants 


brought him word that they had 


found water in their new well, 
which Tſaac therefore called 5e 
ſbeba, or the well of the oath, in 
memory of this covenant z even as 


Abraham had done before at the ſame 


place, and on the like occaſion, ' 
S. What became of his two 
ſons? - 


T. They {till continued with 


him. But Eſau, wandering much 
from home, and being now for 
years of age, took a falſe ſtep by 


marrying not only without his pa- 
rents conſent; hut with two wives, 


hters of the Hiitites. 
S. How did his rer receive 
this news?? 
T. It was grief of Mind unto old 


 Haac and Rebeceah : yet, though his 
mother's heart was, in a manner, 
quite alienated from him, bis father 


could not caſt off his natural affec- 
tion, but to the laſt day of his life 


0 
3 
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ty © ſons bow down to thee: 


S. In what particular did — 
more eſpecially ſhew this 5 for 
Ejau® * 

* Suppoſing himſelf near his 
end, he orders E/au to go and kill, 
and: dreſs fome veniſon for him; 
and promiſed; after he had eaten 
thereof, to give him his paternal 
bleſſing. — Now it was that Rebec- 
cah over-heard what Iſaac faid, and 
put her fon Jacob upon ſopplanting 
his brother off that bleffing; as I 
have told you before. 

S. What was the bleſſing, of 
which Jacob Ni his bro- 
ther? 

T. Jſaac having eaten of the ſa- 
voury meat, prepared by his ſon 
Jacob, and being perſwaded that it 
was his very ſon E au, the firft- born, 
he kiſſed bim, and ſmelled the ſmell of 
his raiment, and bleſſed him and ſaid, 
© See the ſmell of my fon, is as the 
© ſme] of a field, which the Lord 
© hath bleſſed : therefore; God give 
© thee. of the dew of heaven, and 

* fatneſs of the earth, and plen · 
of corn and wine. Let peo- 

Mp. ſerve thee, and nations bow 

* down to thee: be Lord over thy 
© brethren, and let thy mother's 
curſed 
© be every one that curſeth thee,” 
© and bleſſed be he that bleſſeth 
© thee.” By which the good old 
man withed him all heavenly and 
earthly 'enjoyments : that he might 


de preſerved from all dangers, live 


a long and happy liſe ; and that he 
might become a terror to his eni- 
mies, and a comfort to his friends. 

S. How did J/aac and Eſau be- 
have, when this deceit was diſco- 


vered ? 
'© Wha 
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T. When Eſau returned, and 
brought his ſavoury meat, J/aac 
was ſoon convinced that he had 
been deceived by Jacob; and when 
Eſau intreated him to eat and to 
bleſs him, his father trembled very 
exceedingly, and told him what had 
paſt ; but confirmed the bleſſing. 
Then Eſau wept bitterly, upbraid- 
ed Jacob, for taking away both his 


birth-right and his bleſſing, and 
would not ceaſe weeping till Jaac. 


had bleſſed him alſo. And then 


Eſau, hating his brother, comfort- 


ed himſelf with a reſolution to kill 
him after his father's death, which 
ſeemed to be not far off. 

S. What was the blefling [aac 
gave to Eſau? 1 

T. That, though his poſterity 
ſhould not enjoy the land of Cana- 
an, which abounded with corn and 
wine; yet they ſhould want for no- 


thing, become a great people, and 


mighty - warriors, who ſhould live 


by the dint of their ſword; and, 


terity of Jacob was hereditary; for 
they continued their broils and con- 
tentions, almoſt without intermiſ- 
ſion, till Hircanus reduced them to 
the. neceſſity of embracing the Few- 
;/þ religion, or of quitting their 
country. They choſe to be incor- 
porated with the Jews ; by which 
the name of /dumean was ſoon loſt 
and quite diſuſed, „ WO 

S. Did not Jacob fin when he. 
ſaid, 7 am Eſau, thy fir/t-born ? 

7. Yes: he was certainly guilty 
of lying or egutuocation; which is by 
no means excuſeable. But herein 
we not only ſee the impartiality of 
the ſacred writer; but by the tranſ- 
greſſion of ſo great a Saint for 2 
point of intereſt, we have a rare 
example of the infirmity of human 
nature, which cannot always ſtand 
upright, without God's eſpecial. 
grace. rg 
Doe What became of Jacab after 
this:? 

T. Rebeccah being informed of E- 


tho' they ſometimes ſhould become ſau's deſign upon him; perſwades 


ſubjects to the deſcendants of Jacob, 
that in proceſs of time, they ſhould: 
ſhake off their yoke and erect a do- 
minion of their own. bf. 4 
S. Who were the poſterity. of 
Ejau? NM is: 5 

T. The Edamites or Idumæans, 
who were a powerful people, till 


David conquered them; from 
which time they were governed by 
vice - roys or deputies, under the 
kings of Judah. They frequently. 
attempted- their. liberty, which at 


laſt they affected, and joining the 


Babylomans in their conqueſt of Ju- 
dea, they uſed the Jews cruelly, 


threatened to level Feruſalem with 
the ground, and gave many proofs 


that their animoſity againſt the poſ· 


Jacob to go and live for a while at 
Haran with her brother Laban in 
Meſopotamia, till Eſau's fury was 
aſſwaged, and he had forgot what 
they had done to him. 195 

S. How did ſhe perſwade Jſaac 
to let him go? e | 

T. She being an artſul woman, 
pretended to her buſband, that ſhe. 
was weary of ber liſe for fear that 
Jacob ſhould after the unhappy ex- 
ample of Eſau marry a wife from 
among the Hittites, the idolaters of 
the land in which they dwelt, And 
then propoſed to ſend him to her fa- 
ther's, houſe to marry a daughter of 
her brother Laban. The pious ſa- 
ther ſoon conſented, called: for his. 
ſon. Jacob, told him their reſoluti- 


on, 


Of Jaicos's Vow," and Marriages. 


on, recommended his wife's propo- 
ſal, forbid him to take a wife of the 
land of Canaan; and, blefling him, 
he ſent him away to Padan-aram, 
to the houſe of his uncle Laban, a- 
bout 450 miles from Beerſbeba. 

S. What did * upon this oc- 
calion ? 

T. Eſau by this means foebng 
that he had diſobliged his father in 
marrying the daughters of the Hit- 
tites, went to /hmael, and took un- 
to the wives, which he had, Ma- 
halah, the daughter of Iſbmael, A- 
braham's ſon ; thinking thereby to 
regain his eſteem, but it does not 
appear to have had that effect. 

S. When did Jacob ſet out from 
his father's houſe? 

T. Immediately. - {aac was ve- 
ry old, and Rebeccah dreading the 
loſs of Faceh by the hand of his 
brother, and the loſs of Eſau by 
the hand of juſtice, for his murder, 
ſhould death, come ſuddenly upon 
him, ſends Jacob away with all 
expedition. 

S. In what manner was he ſent 
away? and what happened to him 
in his journey? 

T. He, tho' heir of a powerful 
and illuſtrious family, went off 
without any attendants; and provi- 
ded only with oil, and other neceſ- 
ſaries, with his paſſed ever Jor- 
dan : But the Lord was with him, 


for, tho' he took up his firſt nights 


lodging under the canopy of hea- 


ven, on the cold ground, and laid 


his head on a ſtone, at Lux, which 
place he called Bethel, in the ſouth- 
ern frontiers of the tribe of Benja- 


min, he in his ſleep was abundantly. 


comforted by the voice of God and 
the viſions of the almighty, in 
__ he ſaw angels aſcending and 


deſcending on a ladder that reached 
to heaven, and heard the promiſe, 
made to his father, renew'd to him» 
ſelf. By which Faceb being aſſur- 


ed of the divine protection and blefs , 
ſing, roſe much refreſhed ; and in 


thankful remembrance of this earn» 
eſt of God's preſence with him, he 


fixed the ſtone, which had ſerved 


for his pillow, to be a mark for him 
at a more convenient time, to erect 
an altar or a houſe to God, on 
that ſame ſpot, as he afterwards 
did : at the ſame time he anointed 
the ſtone with oil, offered his vows, 
begged that God would give him 
bread to eat and raiment to put on, 
and promiſed to give the tenth of 
all that he ſhould poſſeſs to the ſer- 
vice of God, ſhould he return again 
to bis father's houſe in peace. — Af- 
ter this. Jacob journeyed without 
fear; and arrived ſafe at the water - 
ing place near Haran, where he 
met with Rachel, Laban's daugh- 
ter; for whom he removed the ſtone 
of the well, watered her father's 
ſheep, kiſſed her, and with joyful 
tears told who he was. Rachel in- 
forms her father, and Zaban came, 
and, embracing him, carried bim 


into his houſe. 


S. I think this is the firſt time 


there is any mention of a vot, or 
_ promiſe of .cenths. . 


T. It is generally noted that this 


is the firſt vow mentioned in ſerip- 
ture: But certainly, tho" it" is not 
ſpecified by that ſame word, both 
Abraham and Iſaac when they en- 
tered into covenant. with' God, or 
intreated the Lord for any bleſſing, 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have offered up 
their vows to God, or promiſed on 
receiving God's blefing to make 
ſome ſuitable return on their parts 
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So that Facoh can be ſuppoſed to 
have done no more than he had 
been inſtructed by the example of 
his forefathets to do. And, in a 
word we have no other reaſon than 
to ſuppoſe that the worſhipping God 
by a vow or folemn promiſe is a 
part of both natural and poſetroe re- 
ligion. 

As for 0 which are what 
we now call 1ythes; they have been 
mentioned beſore in the affair of 
Abraham and Alelchizedect; but 
this is the firſt ſolemn dedication 
of them to God : for, though the 
prieſt· hood as not yet inſtituted, 
Fac:h vows a tenth part of all his 
ſubſtance” to ſupport the public 
worſhip of God in his family, to 
provide burnt-offerings, for other 
pious uſes, and, no doubt, for the 
relief of the poor alſo, — And 
when1t is obferved that all nations 
in a manner do end their account, 
and then begin again with compound 
numbers, at this number ten, it 
may be looked upon, as the moſt 
perfect of all others, and according · 
ly thought more proper to be dedi- 
cated to God, than any leſs or in- 
ſerior number. 

S. What was the occupation of 
Labun?. rn 

2 He woes a ſhepherd 3 an em- 
ployment in thoſe days, as Homer 
teſtifies, mn very honoura- 
: "hint 

8. How Gid * behave in his 
uncles houſe? 

T. He in a very ſhort time a- 
wood to ſerve his uncle ſeven years, 
tor his beautiful daughter Rachel. 
Laban (cemingly conſented; but at 
the expiration' of his ſeven years 
ſetvitude, he impoſed his lar eyed 
daughter Laab upon Face, + 
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8. rm yo he As 
Juras 2 

T. It dete euſtom e diing 
the bride to her hoſbands bed veil- 
ed, and without tights, Leah was 
conducted to Jacob's bed in that ſe- 
eret manner, her father; ſo 
that it was ſcarce poſſible for Facob 
to diſcover the cheat till we morn- 


ing 4 
* Was Jurab ſatisfied ? Men 
T. No: He complained of his 

father in law's inſincerity: but La- 

ban excuſed himſelf by the cuſtom 
of his countfy, which, he ſaid was 
not to marry the younger ſiſter be- 
fore the elder: and pacified him 
with the promiſe of giving him his 
daughter Rachel alſo, if he would 
conſent to ſer ve him the other ſeven 
years for her. Jacob loved Rachel, 
and therefore agreed: and at the 
end of the other ſeven years, he 
took her to wife, and loved her 
more than Leab. 

S. What chile bad he. 'by 

theſe wives ? 9 
7. He had fix ſons, Nanga, bi- 

meon, Levi, Fudah, Iſſachur, Ze- 

bulun and a daughter named Dinah, 
Leah: and'two Sons, Joſeph a and 
y 249" by Rachel. 
Ho did Leah and Rachel a- 

—. 1 55 
. Not at all: For Lias having 

four ſons before her ſiſter conceiv- 

ed, Rachel envied her, and gave 

Bilhah, her ſervant to be a concu- 

binary wife to her huſband, This 

was ſo grating to Leah, that ſhe 
returned the — by giving 
her fervant Zilpab in the fame : 
manner to Jacob her huſband. - 
S. What children had Face by 

Bilbah and Zilpah ? 

7. He had Dan and Naphtali oy 


* 53 F 
4 * 


7 


Of JAcoz's ſuecreſß and Return to his own Country. 61 
the former: and Ga and Hhher by 


the latter. 


8. Where were al tbele enndren 


born to Jacob? N 
F. In Labams houſe. 


S. Did Jacob depart thin . 
zun when be had ſerved him the 
fſourteen years r * for his 


wives? 

T. He did geſire to return Won 
but Laban, having by experience 
found his own great advantage in 

ing ſuch a ſervant, agreed to 
give Jacob all the ſpotted and brown 
ſheep or goats, that ſhould from 


thence forward be found in the 


white flock to be kept by him; if 
he would ferve him {till ſeven years 

r: which agreement God 
made to ſucceed ſo profperouſly to 
Jacob, that Laban fell from it, and 
alteted it ſeveral times; till at 
length Jacob, being admoniſhed by 
God 'td return home, and having 
conſulted with, perſuaded his prin- 
cipal wives, and got them and all 
his houſhold and ſubſtance andherds 
and flocks together in the field, ſtole 
away, and had got over E uphrates 
as far as mount Gilead, before La- 


ban had notice of his flight, and 1 
was able to overtake him. 


' 8. How did Laban receive the 


| nen of Jacob's flight ? 


T. With great wrath; but tho? 
he ſet out with vengeance in his 
mind,. he was reſtrained from doing 
him any evil in a viſion that night. 
So that when he overtook him, he 


| only expoſtulated with Jacob for 


depriving him of an opportunity of 
ſending him and his houfhold away 
in a manner becoming his children 
and their ſtation, and of takin 

proper leave of his children nd 
grand: children. But Jacob excuſed 


his flight by putting Labun it mind 
Of the ill- treatment he and his fa- 


mily had met with from him. Af- 


ter ſome other altereations, Laban, 
convicted of his own miſbehaviour, 
deſired to make an alliance with 
Jacob; in which Jacob promiſed to 
uſe his wives and children with love 
and affection, and they both agreed 
never to invade each other. This 
agreement was fealed by an oath, 


and a pillar, which they erected, 


as a laſting monument thereof. Af- 


ter this Laban returned home, and 


Jarob kept on his way. 


S. What happened to Jacob af- 
terwards in the way? 


T. Being 
of the river Fabboh, he ſaw in a 
viſion, an army of angels ſurround- 
ing him, and ready. to protect him. 

. What did Faces call that 
place where he had this viſion ? 

. Mabanaim; which in proceſs 
of time became a ſtrong city, cho- 
ſen by Abner for the ſeat royal of 
Ihbeſheth, the fon of Saul, when 
he made war with David ; and for 
4 ſafe retreat by David himſelf, 
during the rebellion of bis fon 222 
m. 

8. Was Jacob afraid to return 
home, and into the power of his 
brother Eſau ? | 

T. Jacob was aſſured of God's 
protection: He ſet out with a full 
truſt in him, and had already expe- 
rienced his power and goodneſs by 


delivering him out of the hands of 


Laban : yet notwithſtanding theſe 
evidences, and the late viſion at Ma- 
hanaim, nature. ſtilFprompted him 
to conſult his preſervation, © by all 
prudent means. Therefore drawing 


near to the borders of his brother's 


ſettlement, which was on mount 
Seir, 
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Seir, in the land of Egdom, he ſent 
a ſubmiſſive meſſage by ſome. of his 


chief ſervants to acquaint Eſau of 


his return to his native country, 


and that he implored his favour and 
friend(hip before he ſhould paſs over 
Fordan. 


S. How did Eſau behave upon 


this occaſion ? 


T. It is apprehended that he ſent 


the meſſengers away much perplex- 
ed: for, when they were returned, 


they only. ſaid that Eſau was com- 


ing with four hundred men to meet 
Jacob. Which put Jacobi into great 
confuſion. 
S. How did they meet? 

T. Jacob had diſpoſed of his 
wives, children, flocks and ſub- 
ſtance in ſuch a manner as to pro- 
vide againſt all events. In the 
front he ordered the choice of his 


locks for a preſent, with command 


to his drivers, if they met Efau, 


and ſhould be. aſked by him who 


they were, and what the flocks 
were, to anſwer: They be. thy 
ſervant Jacob's; and theſe are a 
preſent ſeat. to my Lord Eſau. — 
Afterwards he ſent his wives and 
children and all his ſubſtance over 
the brook Jabbot, himſelf remain- 
ing all alone for ſome time to re- 
commend himſelf and them in 
prayer (as the danger approached 
neater) to the protection of Al- 
mighty God. Now it was that 
the angel of the Lord wreſtled with 
bim, put bis thigh out of joint, 
and gave him the additional name 
of IJſrael. By this viſion God in- 
tended to ſtrengthen Jacob's faith; 
and therefore, to deliver him out 
of all fear and anxiety on the ac- 
count of his brother Eſau, he ſuf- 
ferred him to prevail ovet the angel. 


In the morning early Faceb-withs 


out regarding his thigh, made à 


ſhiſt to limp after his family; and 
it was not long before he ſaw his 
brother, to whom he bowed ſeven 


tunes,  Eſau's reſentment was ap- 


peaſed. He ran to meet Jacob; 
embraced him, and wept over him 
with tears of joy; expreſſed him- 
ſelf with the ſame affection to all 
his family, and when he was ſcarce 
prevailed upon to accept of the pre- 
ſent, as not wanting it, he invited 
them all kindly to Seir. 


S. Did Jacob AA: the invita- 


tion? : 

T. No: J did not altoge- 
ther truſt to his brother's outward 
behaviour; and tho' God had pro- 
miſed to protect him in all unavoid- 


able dangers, he was too wiſe. to 


tempt the Almighty by running 
wilfully into temptations, that he 
could eſcape. Therefore, having 
parted with his brother, he turned 
off, and by eaſy journies came firſt 
to the valley of Succoth, fo called 
from the number of * he there 
erected ſor his cattle: and from 
thence he went and pitched his 
tents and built an altar to the 
mighty God of Ifrael before the ci- 
ty of Shechem, on a piece of ground 
purchaied of Hamer the father of 
Shechem for one hundred lambs, or 
pieces of money ſtampt with the 
image of a lamb. 

S. How long did Jacob or 1ſrael 
continue at Shechem * 

7. Not long; for Shechem, Has 
mor's. fon, having raviſhed his 
daughter Dinah, neither the pro- 
miſe of marriage, nor the propoſal 
to admit Jacob's poſterity to the 


privileges of the Shechemites, nor 


even their ſubmiſſion to the Jetiſb 
rite 
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rite: of circumciſion, were able to 
prevent her brothers Simeon and 
Levi, taking advantage of their cre- 
dulity and ſoreneſs after circumciſ- 
ing all the males, to fall upon the 
City, to put all the men to the 
ſword, to plunder their houſes, and 
to carry both their wives, children 
and cattle away with them. — 
This, ſo odious an act of his ſons, 
was ſo deteſtable to the father, that 
he juſtly feared it would bring the 


vengeance of all the neighbouring 


cities upon him, and ſo prove the 
utter ruin of his houſe. Therefore, 
he was warned of God to move 
from thence to Bethel, and there to 
perform his vow of EG an al- 
tar unto the Lord. 

S. Did Jacob obey t nuts 

T. Ves; baving fieſt of all 
cleared his houſe of all thoſe zdels 
and ear-rings, which his wives, chil- 
dren and ſervants had brought with 
them out of Syria, and had held in 
great eſteem according to their e- 
ducation; and obliged them all to 
purify themſelves by waſhing their 
bodies, and by putting on clean and 
freſh apparel. 

S. Why did he take their ear- 
rings from them? 

T. Becauſe they were not 0 
much deſigned for ornament, as 
the cuſtom is now; as for ſpells or 
amulets againſt ſickneſſes and miſ- 
fortunes: and therefore their uſe 
was 1dolatrous, — T heſe ſuperſliti- 
ous ear-rings were ſemicircular, and, 
reaching over the forehead from ear 
to ear, were engraven with aſtro- 
nomical characters aud ſignatures: 
and as they were always dedicated 
to ſome falſe deity, they had ma- 
ny ſupernatural virtues imputed to 
them, 


S. What did J/-ael do with 
them? 

T. Being in a hurry to begon, 
he rather choſe to bury them under 
an oak in Shechem, than to melt 
them down. 

S. What did Jacob do at Bethel? 
and how long did he live there? 

T. His firſt care was to build an 
altar on the place where he had be- 
fore ſeen the viſion, and erected a 
pillar. After this he buried Debo- 
rah, Rebeccah's nurſe; and, having 
again another viſion, in which God 
confirmed his name Iſrael, and re- 
newed the covenant made with his 
fathers Abraham and Jſaac, he e- 
rected another pillar of ſtone, and 
poured a drink offering and oil 
thereon, as a laſting monument of 
gratitude and devotion. And then 
departed with an intention to go 
and ſettle with his aged father at 
Mamre. | 

S. Did not Fore) flop in the 
way from Bethel ? 

T. Yes: For he ſtopped i in his 
way to Ephrah, or Bethlehem, where 
Rachel died in child- bed. After 
her burial he journeyed beyond the 
tower of Edar, where refting ſome 
time, his ſon Reuben committed 
inceſt with Billuh his father's con- 
cubine, which Jacob reſented to his 
death. From hence he arrived at 


Mamre, the Pe of _ father's | 


abode... © 2: 
$. Do the heathen 055 take 
notice of any of theſe fats? 

T. Yes: The fiction of Jupi- 
ter's chain in Hamer had its original 
from Jacob's ladder. A whole na- 
tions abſtaining from a particular 
part of the thigh is a memorial of 
his wreſtling with the angel. A- 
poll being reduced to the * 
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of turning Atmetus's ſhevherd, after 
his expulſion from his father houſe, 
is founded upon Jacob's living with 
Laban. The fable of the Bethleans 
came from the altar of Bethel, and, 
beſides other examples noted by 
Euſobizs, the whole hiſtory of Ja- 
cob at Shechem, ts related almoſt in 
che ſame words by Alexander Poly- 
by —_— 

S. How "00 did Jſaac live after 

ac:h's return. 

T. About ſeven years; and when 
he died at 180 years of age, he was 
buried by his ſons Jacab and Eſau. 

S. How did Jaceb and Eſar a- 
gree after his death ? 

T. God, who had promiſed to 
protect Jacob, had alſo provided ſo 
well for Eſau, that he was content- 
ed to live at Ser; and never con- 
tended the birth-right with Jacob. 

S. What poſterity had Eſau ? 

1 He had no more than five 

* his three wives: but their 


1 


profperous ifſue became the fathers 
of many nations, of which you 
may read a genealogy reigning in 
Edom, till the children of Jjratl 
came out of Egypt. 

S.' Is there no mention of Ef 
in prophane authors? 

T. Yes: He is the Erythera of 
the Greets; from whom the 724d- 
fea, tho it differs not in colour 
from other ſeas, is called Mare E< 


rythreum. 


S. What do authors fay of Ja- 
n 


T. He is ſaid to be a man of 
learning, and of an extraordinary 


genius. He had great advantages 


under Abraham and Iſaac, who juſt- 
ly deſerve a name among the eldeſt 
Oriental philoſophers: and therefore 
he is deſcribed in the Egſtern file, 

as a man dwelling in tents, i. e. one 


who leads a philoſophical and con- 
templative life. | 


1 
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The Hiſtory of Joſeph. Jacob's ſettlement in the Land of Go- 


(hen. His Prophetic bleſſing of his Children. 
And of the Deatb of Joſeph: 


"pompous Burial. 


His death and 
With an ex- 


* plication of ſome diſiculi Paſſages i in the Compaſs of this Part of 
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cob at Mamre. 

T. He had not been long there, 
but he loſt” his ſon Joſeph, who by 
the envy and contrivance of his 
brethren, was fold to ſome mer- 


s. 


_ chants that were trading into E- 


4/44 
S. Why did they envy bim ? 


T. Becauſe he was the father's 


darling; he brought unto their fa- 
ther an account of their evil ways; 
and he enraged them much by re- 
lating a dream, which foretold his 
ſuperiority over them. 

S. Why did his father love him 
more than his brethren ? 

. Becauſe he was a wiſe and 
a prudent ſon, even above his 
years, | 


S, How 
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S. How did Joſeph's brethren 
ſell him without the father's Know- 
ledge ? 

T. Jacob, having ſent all his 
ſons, but Joſeph and Benjamin, to 
keep his flocks in the plains about 
Shechem, where they had-deſerved 
ſo bad a character by the murder of 
the Shechemites, and fearing that 
they were come to ſome harm, not 


having heard from them for a long 


time, ſent Joſeph to ſee if all was 
well with them and their flocks, 
and to bring him word again. Jo- 


ſeph went, and not finding them 


there, was directed to Dothan, a 
town about 12 miles N. of Sama- 
ria: But they no ſooner ſaw him 
in their power, but their malice re- 
vived, and they reſolved to make 
away with him. The moſt were 
for killing him; but Reuben would 
not conſent to it. Then they caſt 
him into a Cry pit; but ſome I- 
maelites and Midianttes, merchant 
men, paſling by to go into Egypt, 
Judah propoſed to draw him up 
and to fell him; and accordingly 
agreed with the Medianites for 20 
pieces of ſilver, and Foſeph was by 
them carried into Egypt. 

S. How did they hide this from 
their father ? | 

T. They took Joſeph's coat, 
and killed a kid of the goats, and 
dipped the coat in the blood. When 
they had brought this home, the 


father was eaſily deceived into an 


opinion that his ſon Jeſeph had been 


torn to pieces by ſome wild beaſt. 


S. How did Jacob behave on this 
occaſion ? | 

T. He rent his cloaths, and 
put on ſack-cloth, and would ad- 
mit of no comfort; but reſolved 


to lament his loſs to the day of his 
death, 


Jost pH ſold into Egypt, aud exalted. 65 


S. What became of Fo/eph ? 

T. The merchants carried him 
into Egypt, and fold him to Poti- 
phar, the captain of Pharaab's guard, 
who obſerving his fidelity and de- 
ligence, and the ſucceſs that attend- 
ed all his undertakings, in a ſhort 
time made him his /eward. 

S. Did he continue in this office 
and his maſter's favour ? 

T. He might have lived very 
happy in itz but his conſcience not 
ſuffering Foſeph to ſubmit to the 
ſolicitations of his miſtreſs, who. 
being enamoured of his perſon, tried 
all means to entice him into her em- 
braces and to defile his maſters bed; 
he was at laſt ruined by her in his 
maſter's eſteem; and, by her falſe 


accuſation of attempting her ho- 


nour, was not only turned out of 
his place, but confined 1a the king's 
priſon, 

S. What happened during this 
time in Jacob's family? 

T. Before Joſeph was fold, Ju- 
dah, the fourth fon of Jacob, had 
married a Canaanitiſo woman, 
named Shuah, of whom he had Er, 
Onan, and Shelah, The eldeſt 
married Tamar, but he being very 
wicked, God cut him off in a little 
time. Then Judab, according to 
the cuſtom of the times, ordered 
Onan, his ſecond ſon to take her, 
and to raiſe up ſeed to his brother, 
but he uſed unnatural means to 
prevent any iſſue from him, which 
the Lord fo abominated that he cut 
him off by death for that crime. 
Shelah was yet too young to marry, 
but Judah intreated the widow to 
wait for his growth. Tamar con- 
ſented ; but when ſhe ſaw Shelah 
grown up, and no notice taken of 
her, ſhe contrived to enſnare her 

F father 


66 
father in law, Judah, then a wi- 
Gower, into her arms; and by this 
criminal conjunction ſhe conceived 
and bear Pharez and Zarah, men- 
tioned in the genealogy of Chr. 

S. How did it go with Teſeph 
in priſon ? 

T. The Lord was with him in 
the priſon alſo; and gave him ſuch 
favour in the fight of the keeper of 
the priſon, that he commit all things 
and the priſoners to Foſeph's care; 
and whatever he did the Lord made 
it to proſper. 

S. How did he obtain his en- 
largement ? 


T. He having heard the dreams 


of the kings Cup-bearer and chef 
baker ; who were priſoners under 
his care, and perceiving that the 
chief baker was ordained for death; 
bur that the cup-bearer would be 
releaſed and reſtored to his former 
poſt, after he had interpreted the 
dreams, prayed him to remember 
him and to recommend his cafe to 
the king, who had been fraudulently 
taken out of his own country, and 
was there impriſoned moſt unjuſt» 


The Cup-bearer was releaſed and 
reſtored according to Jeſeph's inter- 
pretations; but forgot his caſe, till 
about two years after, the king 
having dreamed two dreams, which 
none of the Magicians nor wiſe men 


of Egypt were able to interpret, he 


vecollected Jeſeph, and recommend- 
ed him to Pharaoh. T7oſeph was 
immediately ſent for out of the 


priſon; and not only interpreted 


Pharacb's dreams to foretel ſeven 


plentiful harveſts; but alſo ſeven 


years of famine, with which God 
- would then viſit the land : But he 
fubjoined ſuch prudent directions 
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tor the management of the corn to 
be laid up in the fruitful years, that 
Pharaoh made him his deputy over 
the land of Egypt, inveſted him 
with the enſigns of that high ſtati- 
on ; ordered the people to bow their 
knee to him, changed his name to 
Zaphnah-paaneah, i. e. prime-miniſ- 
ter, or chief of the lands; and mar- 
ried him to Aſenah, the daughter 
of the prince of On, or Heliopolis, 
about 12 miles diſtant from Mem- 
phis, the metropolis of the king- 


dom. 


S. How did he execute that high 
office ? | 

T. with fo much prudence and 
application, that before the ſeven 
fruitful years were expired, he had 
ſtored up corn ſufficient to ſupply 
both Egypt, and the neighbouring 
countries, the whole ſeven years of 
famine, that were expected to fol- 
low. 

S. Did Pharaoh commit the diſ- 
poſal of the corn to Foſeph ? 

T. Yes. And amongſt others, 
in the fecond year of the famine, 
he eſpied ten of his brethren come 
from Canaan to buy corn. | 

S. Did they know him ? 

T. No: But he knew them, 
and with a fevere look and angry 
tone charged them with being ſpies, 
who were come to diſcover the 
weakneſs of the land. 

S. Ho did they behave to him? 
7. They bowed down and made 
obeiſance to him according to his 
dream. 

S. How did he behave to them? 
7. He treated them roughly, till 
their apparent danger brought to 
their memory the cruelty they had 
ſhewn to their brother Joſeph. And 
then ſeeing their great dejection 
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Jacos ſettled in the Land of Goſhen. 


and remorſe of conſcience, he 
made himſelf known to them with 
much affection and tenderneſs. 
S. How did they behave on his 
declaring himſelf to them ? 
7. They were ſo ſtruck with 


ſurprize and confuſion, that for 


a conſiderable time they could 
not give him an anſwer. But 
upon his aſſurances of forgive- 
neſs and friendſhip, they revived, 
and converſed more familiarly with 
him. 

S. How did Joſeph convince 
them, that he ſincerely forgave 


them? 


T. He with Pharaoh's leave, 
ſent for his father, and bid his 
brethren bring all their families 
into Egypt, and provided them 
with proper carriages for their 
houſholds and moveables ; but ſet- 
tled them in the land of Goſhen, 
the beſt of the country, and main- 
tained them all, during the time of 
the famine. 

S. How did this news effect 
Jacob? | 

T. At firſt he fainted away at 
the report, that his ſon To/eph 
was alive; but when he ſaw the 
preſents, and chariots and wag- 
gons, his ſpirits revived, and in 
an extaſy of joy, cry'd out, It :s 


enough ! Joſeph, my ſon 1s yet a- 
live, I will go and ſee him before 1 


die 


S. Did Jacob go down to Egypt 
immediately ? 

T. Yes: And when he arrived 
at Beer/heba, which is the outmoſt 
of Canaan toward the 
South, God appeared unto him in 
a viſion, and bid him not fear to 
go down into Egypt; for, he would 
be with him, and protect him, and 


67 
bring his poſterity out of it again, to 
enter into the poſſeſſion of the Pro- 
niſed Land. From hence he and his 
{amily proceeded to his fon Joſeph, 
making in all ſeventy ſouls. 

S. How was Jacob received in 
Egypt ? 

7. With all affection by his 
ſon, and reſpect by Phareah, who 
appointed him his chief ſhepherd, 
and committed the charge of all his 
herds and flocks in the land of 
Go/hen into the hands of his ſons. | 

S. Where was the land of Go- 
/hen ſituate ? 

T. In the Eaſtern part of Egypt, 
between the Red-ſea and the Vile, 
on the Borders of Canaan. It was 
a very fruitful ſpot of ground, and 
abounded in herbage; and as it 
was ſeparate from Egypt, it was 
meft convenient for an habitation 
to the Iſraelites, who might live 
there in a body, and freely exer- 
ciſe their religion without giving 
any offence to the Egyptians : and 
as they came down into Egypt 
upon a particular exigency, and 
were to return again to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Promiſed Land, they 
could here be in greater readineſs 
to remove, whenever God ſhould 
order them to depart thence, with- 
out the difficulties that muſt have 
attended ſuch a removal from the 
heart of Egypt. 

S. Did not theſe things draw 
the envy of the Zgyptians upon 
Fob 

T. No: for, Joſeph, the Prime 
Miniſter, did nothing for his family, 
but by the King's command; and ad- 
vanced them to no poſts or offices 
of truſt or profit in the government, 
but continued them in the employ- 
ment of ſhepherds, which was an 


Fi 


abomin z- . 


68 
abomination to the Egyptians. And 


as to his management of the pub- 
lic affairs and royal granaries, he 
carried the ballance ſo juſt be- 
tween the intereſt of the king and 
the neceſſities of the people, that 
he deſervedly gained the eſteem 
of them both. 

S. What advantages did the 
crown reap under his adminiſtra- 
tion. | 

T. In the fuſt year Jeſeph ſold 
the king's corn for all their mo- 
ney, and when that failed, he bar- 
tered for all their cattle; and ſuc- 
ceſſively for all their lands, and 
their own bodies. So all the land 
became Pharoah's, excepting the 
revenues of the prieſts, who lived 
upon the maintenance allowed 
them out of the royal bounty. But 
he was ſo far from making them 
flaves, that he reſtored them their 
liberty, aſſigned them lands, and 
furniſhed them with ſufficient ſeed, 
upon the ſole condition that from 
thence forward they ſhould be o- 
bliged yearly to pay a fifth part of 
all their product of their lands to 
the king and his ſucceſfors for 
ever. 


S. Had Joſeph any children ? 

T. Yes: two, Manaſſeh and 
Ephraim by his wife Aſenah. 

S. How did his father's family 
ſucceed in their new habitation ? 

7. They became very wealthy, 
and very numerous. 

S. How long did Jacob live to 
enjoy thefe comforts ? 

T. Seventeen years : when find- 


ing himſelf grown old and feeble, 


and near to death, he ſent for his 
fon Jeſeph, and engaged him to 
ſware that he would not bury him 
in Egypt, but at MHachpelab, the 
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burial place of his fathers. But 
afterwards, when Joſeph returned, 
upon notice that his father was at 
the point of death, Facob ſum- 
moning all his ſpirits, ſat up in 
his bed, and, having related all 
the promiſes, which he and his 
fathers had received from God, 
concerning his numerous poſteri- 
ty inhabiting the land of Canaan, 
he adopted and bleſſed the ſons of 
Joſeph; but by divine direction, he 
preferred Ephraim before his firſt 
born Manaſſeh. = 
S. How did Jacob bleſs Joſeph's. 
ſons ? 

. He adopted them in the ſame 
degree, as Reuben and Simeon ftood 
in the line of his inheritance. Then 
he kiſſed and embraced them, and 
prayed that God would make them 
grow into a multitude in the midſt 
of the earth; and propheſied that 
the ſeed of Ephraim ſhould become 
a multitude of nations. And then 
having ſaid to Joſeph, behold I die, 
but God ſpall be with you, and 
bring your poſterity into the land of 


your fathers, he gave him one por- 


tion above his brethren, which Ja- 
cob had conquered from the Ama- 
rite. | 

S. Did not Jacob take his leave 
of his other ſons before he died? 

T. Les: He called them toge- 
ther, and told them what they 
and their poſterity ſnould undergo 
in the laſt days, or future ages. 

He reminded Reuben of his in- 
ceſt, for which he diſinherited him 
of his primo- geniture: In conſe- 
quence whereof the tribe of Reu- 
ben continued always in obſcurity ; 
prieſthood being conferred on Le- 
vi, the government on 


udah, 
and the double portion on Joſepbh, 
| "i 


Jacos bleſſeth bis Children, and dies. 


to be entailed in their reſpective 


tribes. 

He told $:meon and Levi, that, 
for their impious maſlacre of the 
Shechemites, their tribes ſhould be 
for ever ſeparate and diſperſed a- 
mong their brethren. So we find 
this fulfilled, in that Leui had no 
inheritance among, his brethren in 
the land of Canaan; except a few 
peculiar cities in every tribe : and 
the tribe of Simeon, enjoyed only 
a part of 7udah's portion; except - 
ing a few acquiſitions on mount 
Serr, and in the wilds of the val- 
ley of Gedor. 

To Judah he reſigned his So- 
vereigniy, or the government, not 
only of his family in Gehen, but 
of that nation, which God had 
promiſed to his ſeed ; 
pheſied that the ſame form of 
government, which was: dividing 
his family into tribes, and which he 
then inſtituted, ſhould continue a- 
mongſt them till the Meſſiah came, 
in a land that ſhould produce grapes, 
as common as thorns in other pla- 
ces; and wine, as plentiful as wa- 
ter; which, though ſomewhat Hy- 
perbolical, was in ſome meaſure 
verified in the fruitful valleys of 
Eſcol and Hebron, and the deli- 
cious paſture· grounds in the ſame 
country. See page 72. 

He deſcribed the portion or ſet- 
tlement of Zebulun to extend MWeſt- 
ward from the Mediterranean Sea, 
to the lake of Genezareth, as far 
as Zidon, on the Eaſt. And he 
foretold that the tribe of ¶Machar, 
delighting more in huſbandry, than 
in war, ſhould be often infeſted 
and ſubjected by ſtrangers, that 
would take advantage of their pu- 
ſillanimity and inglorious caſe. 


and he pro- 


69 

Dan was given to underſtand, 
that his birth off a concubine, was 
no bar to the privileges of his fa- 
ther's bleſſing; and that his poſte- 
rity ſhould become a politic people, 
and diſtinguiſh themſelves in the 
art of war. 

The poſterity of Gad \ were aſ- 
ſured, that, notwithſtanding their 
ſettlement ſhould at firſt expoſe 
them to the incurſions of the bor- 
dering Arabs, on the other ſide 
Fordan, they' ſhould overcome 
them at the laſt by their watchful- 
neſs and bravery ; which was ful- 
filled in that famous battle, where- 
in the Gadites took from them fifty 
thouſand camels, two hundred and 
fifty thouſand ſheep, and one hun- 
dred thouſand men priſoners, Deut. 
XXXill. 22. 

Aſher had the promiſe of a very 
rich ſoil, abounding in moſt de- 
licious fruits. And of Napthali, 


he foretold, that his branches ſhould 


ſpread like an oak, and multiply 
exceedingly : which muſt be con- 
feſs'd by thoſe that obſerve the ca- 
pacity of his tribe to muſter” fifty 
three thouſand men, fit to bear 
arms, in leſs than 220 years, tho 
he went down into Egypt with no 
more than four ſons. 

Then turning to Joſeph, he firſt 
acknowledges the divine provi- 
dence, which ſo graciouſly appear- 
ed in the protection and deliver- 
ance of him out of all his troubles, 
and ſets forth the future greatneſs 
of his tribe; and then again bleſſes 
him and his poſterity to this effect: 
The God of thy fathers, even the 
Lord Almighty bleſs thee with the 

dew of heaven, and with the fatneſs 

of the earth; withanumerouspoſte- 
rityand with plenty ofall ſorts of cat- 
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tle. And may all the bleſſings pro- 
miſed to me and to my fathers, be 
doubled upon the head of my ſon 


Foſeph, and continue for ever. 


Where it muſt be obſerved, that 
the title of the ſhepherd and ſtone 
of Iſrael, was given to Foſeph by 
his father, to put his family in 
mind that they ought to recog- 
nize him to be their preſerver and 
nourither in the land of Egypt, 
and thereby was become the foun- 
dation or baſis of the houſe of 
Jacob, which otherwiſe might have 
periſhed by famine ; and therefore 
when it follows, that he was ſepa- 
rate from his brethren, it ſhould 
have been tranſlated, He ſhall be 
crowned Nazir, or is become the 
Head of his brethren. 

As for the fruitfulneſs of his 
poſterity, it will be ſufficient to 
remark the large extent of the 
two-fold” tribe, Ephraim and Ma- 

naſſeb, which at their r num- 
bering conſiſte d of 72,750, and at 
their ſecond, 85, 200 men, all able to 
go out to war, Num. i. and xxvi. 

At laſt, he concluded with a 
bare deſcription of the fierce and 
war- like diſpoſition of the tribe of 
Benjamin, which was afterwards 
evidently ſeen in the account we 
read of his poſterity in the days 
of the Judges, when there were 

hundred choſen men among 
them, left-handed, every one © 
tobom could fling flones at a hair's 
breadth, and not miſs ; and twice 
beat all the other tribes; and in 
the oppoſition which the houſe of 
Saul, deſcended from his tribe, 
made againſt the acceſſion of Da- 
vid to the tarone, and which was 
not ſuppreſſed till Abner, the ge- 
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neral of their forces had forſaken 
them. 
Jacob having made an end, and 


renewed his charge to them all, 


to bury him in the cave of Mach- 
pelah, he laid himſelf down and 
finiſhed his courſe, at the age of 
14 47 years. 

Did his children carry his 
body to the land of Canaan, and 
bury Jacob in the burial place of 
his fathers? 

T. Yes: Joſeph having wept 
over and kiſſed his father's corps, 
ordered him to be embalmed; and 
having obtained leave of Pharaoh, 
he invited the Elders of Egypt, 
which with Pharaoh's and his own 
houſhold, and all his father's houſe, 
and his brethren,” accompanied: him 
in the performance of his father's 
will, on horſeback; and in cha- 
riots, to the borders of Canaan. 

This is the firſt pompous funeral 
mentioned in hiſtory; and I may 
ſafely add, that its pomp, expreſſed 
in the plain and ſimple narrative 
of ſcripture, excels even the no- 
ble obſaguies of Marcellus, which 
Virgil has deſcribed with ſo much 
poetical parade: for,” how ſhort 
do the fix hundred beds, for which 
the Raman ſolemnities, on that oc- 
caſion, were ſo famous, fall, in com- 
pariſon of that national itinerant 
multitude, which ſwelled like a 
food, and moved lite a river; of 
all Phareah's ex ; of the 
Elders of his houſe ; and of all 
the Elders of the land of Egypt, 
officers of his houſhold and de- 
puties of his provinces, with all 
the houſe , Joſeph and his Bre- 
thren, and his father's Houſe, con- 
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Of the Burial 


300 mules into a diſtant coun- 
try? 

S. How far did this national 
train accompany the corps? 

T. To the threſhing floor of 
 Atad, or Abel Mizraim, on the 
borders of Canaan, and the weſt 
of Jordan; the laſt place, as it 


may be ſuppoſed, under the domi- 


nion of Pharaob, where, before 
they ſeparated, the Egyptians ſtaid 
and joined with Jacob's children, 
in the mourning ſolemnities, for the 
ſpace of a whole week, and then re- 
turned; but Fo/eph, with his own 
houſc, and his brethren, proceeded 
to Machpelah, and buried their fa- 
ther, as he had commanded them. 
S. Did Jaſeph meet with no op- 
poſition at Machpelah ? | 
T. Thereis a tradition among 
the Rabbi's, that one Tzepho, the 


ſon of Eliphaz, diſputed Jacob's 1 


title to the ground; whom, after a 
bloody fight, they add, Fo/eph took 
Priſoner, and carried him into E- 
gypt ; from whence after Joſeph's 
death he eſcaped into /taly, 

S. How did Foſeph behave to his 
brethren after 'Facob's death? 

T. His brethren could not but 
be conſcious of their guilt; and 


dread the puniſhment, ſhould Fo- 1 


ſeph be vigorous to call them into 


judgment for their barbarity to- 
wards him; and therefore, their 


father was no ſooner buried, but 


they ſought to appeaſe; his wrath, 
and to turn away his diſpleaſure -- 
by humbling themſelves, and in 


their father's name, intreating him 
to forgive their ſin and treſpaſs 
againſt; him. To whom Jaſenh 


with tears replied: Far not, I will 


nouriſb you and your little ones. And 
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he comforted them and ſpale kindly 
unto them, 

S. Why did the Egyptians mourn 
70 days for Jacob immediately after 
his death ? 

T. This will be moſt properly 
explained. by giving you the me- 
thod of embalming in thoſe*coun- 
tries: After the inteſtines, except 
the heart and kidneys, were drawn 
out of an inciſion made in the 
left ſide; and the brains were drawn 
with a hooked piece of iron thro” 
the noſtrils ; they waſhed the in- 
teſtines with palm wine and other 
ſtrong aſtringent drugs, and filled 
the Null with the ſame. Then they 
anointed the whole body about the 
ſpace of thirty days with oil of 
cedar, myrrh,.cinnamon, and other 
drugs: after which they put it in- 
to ſalts of nitre forty days, which 
in all made the ſeventy days; eſpe- 
cially if we reckon the remaining 


time that might be taken up in 


waſhing the body after it was taken 
out of he ſalt, and wrapping it 
in linnen dipped in myrrh, and 
rubbing it with a certain gum, 
which the Egytians uſed inſtead of 
glue. Thus it means no more, 
than that the Egyptians mourned 


in complaiſance to Joſeph, all the 


time that his father's corpſe was 


preparing to move to the place of 
burial. 


S. How long did Joſeph. con- 
tinue prime miniſter of Et? 
7. All his liſe; which was pro- 


longed to one hundred and ten 


years: of which he lived ſix at 
Haran, where he was born in 
Maſapotamia; eleven in the land 
of Canaan; ten in Potiphar*s houſe; 


ah in priſon; 3 "NEFA from 
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his advancement, to Jacob's death; 
and he ſurvived his father fifty- four 
years: ſo that he was ruler in E- 
gypt, under the king, in all, eighty 


2 In which time his brethren 


ived in peace and proſperity, and 
encreaſed daily in ſtrength and 
Tiches : and he ſaw himſelf the 
happy parent of a numerous off- 
- ſpring, in the third generation of 
Ephraim and Manaſſeh. 

S. Did Jeſeph believe in the pro- 
miſes made by God to his fathers ? 

T. Yes: he died in the faith 
that God would bring his poſterity, 
and his father's houſe, out of Egypt 
into the land, which he ſware to 
| Abraham, Jſaac, and Facob. And 
having exhorted his brethren and 
children to continue in the fame 
belief, and made them promiſe, 
when God ſhould perform his co- 
venant, that they ſhould take and 
carry his bones up from Egypt with 
them, he gave up the ghoſt, and 
was embalmed, and depoſited in a 
coffin, till the time of the promiſe 
ſhould come. And accordingly, 
when Meſes led the Iſraelites from 
Egypt, he carried the body of Jo- 
feph along with them, and com- 
mitted the care thereof to the tribe 
of Ephram, who buried it near 
_ Shechem, in the field, which Ja- 
cob, a little before his death, gave 
to Jaſeph, as his peculiar property. 
S. Sir, I muſt your pa- 
tience, before you proceed in the 
hiſtory of the Iſraelites, to clear 
ſome few paſſages, which I have 
not yet a capacity to underſtand 
from what you have faid: particu- 
hrly, what am I to learn from 
Jacob's prophecy to Judah, that 
the ſceptre ſhall nat depart from Ju- 
dah. nor @ lawgiver from between 


* 


The Hory BIB LE explained. 


his feet, until Shiloh come, and unto 
him fhall the gathering of the people 
one 

T. By ſceptre is ſignified the go- 
vernment of the 1ſraelites: by lau- 
giver is ſignified a deputy, or in- 
terior magiſtrate, or governor ſet 
over a people, and commiſſioned 
to rule them by the monarch's au- 
thority : between his feet implies no 
more than of Fudah's ſeed or poſte- 
rity : by Judah is underſtood the 
body of the people, in after ages, 
called Jets: Shiloh is interpreted 
the Maeſſiab, or Chriſt, our ſaviour 
ſo that the prophecy declares, that 
the Meſſiah ſhould come, before the 
Jewiſh government would totally 
ceaſe. kN 

S. How was this fulfilled ? 

T. Jacob, by dividing his fa- 
mily into tribes, and making his 
own, and Jaſeph's two ſons gover- 
nors or rulers over their reſpective 
houſes, inſtituted the ariſtocratical 
government. But in the courſe of 
time, and exigencies of affairs, it 
was found neceſlary to conſtitute a 
Judge, who in the form of a dicta- 
tor, having finiſhed his courſe, or 
executed his commiſſion, laid down 
his high office. And this method 
ſubſiſted, till the ſons of Samuel, 
abuſing the truſt, made the people 
deſirous of a regal government, or 
to be united under one head, by 
which means it fell into David's 
hands, who was of the tribe of Judah. 


Afterwards, tho' the ten tribes loſt 


their government, and were ruined 
in the AFrian captivity, the peo- 


ple of Fudah, in their Babylonin 


captivity, remain'd a diſtinct peo- 
ple, were govern'd in their own 
affairs, whether civil or eccleſiaſti- 
cal, by their own elders, wha 
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were ſtiled rulers of the congrega- 
tion; and, at the expiration of ſe- 
venty years, were thought a peo- 
ple conliderable enough to be com- 
Plain'd of to Artaxerxes, who, as 
well as all their other conquerors, 
permitted them always to retain 
their own laws ; for they never took 


away that rule, of which they 


found them poſſeſſed, till their na- 
tion was entirely deſtroy'd by the 
Romans, after the death of Chriſt. 

From hence it appears, that the 
prophecy of Jacob imports no more, 


than that the power and authority, 


which ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the 
poſterity of Judah, ſhall not be 
taken from them; or, at leaſt, 
they ſhall not be deſtitute of rulers 
and governors, until the coming of 
the Meſſiah : But after he is come, 
there ſhall be no difference between 
the Jews and Gentiles, who ſhall 
be all obedient to the Meſſiah. 
And, after that, the poſterity of 
Judah, ſhall have neither king, 


nor ruler of their own ; but their 


whole.commonwealth ſhall be quite 
overturn'd and undone, which be- 
gan to be fulfilled ſoon after the 
death of Chriſt, when all things 
began to work towards the de- 
ſtruction of the Jetoiſb polity; and, 
within a few years, their city, 
temple, and government were ut- 
terly ruined; and the people being 
ſold, like beaſts in a market, be- 
came ſlaves in the ſtricteſt ſenie; 
and, from that day to this, they 


have never enjoy'd a prince or lau- 
giver among them. 

S. This is now very intelligible. 
But if, as I have been inform'd, 
Hippocrates is the father of phyſic, 
how will you account for the phy- 
ficians, to whoſe care, you ſay, 
Jacob's body was committed to be 
embalmed? _ 

T. I confeſs that Hippacrates de- 
monſtrated his great ſuperiority, 
ſkill, and genius in his writings, 
and practice of phyſic : But he was 
far from being the firſt of his pro- 
feſſion, even amongſt the Greeks, 
who had their knowledge from the 
Egyptians; amongſt whom, as He- 
rodotus relates, every diſtinct diſ- 
temper had its proper phyſician, 
who confined himſelf to the ſtudy 
and cure of that only; which me- 
thod multiplied their numbers ex- 
ceedingly, and may properly ac- 
count for thoſe in Jaſepb's houſe, to 
whom he, according to the cuſtom 
of the country, committed his fa- 
ther's body to be embalmed. | 

S. What light have we of the 
promiſes concerning Jacob and Jo- 
ſeph from other hiſtories? 5 

T. The memory of Jeſepb's wiſe 
and juſt adminiſtration is preſerved 
among the Egyptians, under the 
worſhip of Apis, Serapis, and O- 
firis. Several heathens record Ja- 
cob's journey, with his whole fa» 
mily, into Egypt; and Juſtin de- 
ſcribes Jaſeph with very little va- 
riation from Moſes, 
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CAP. VIII. 


The ſtate of the children of Iſrael in the land of Egypt, from 
the death of Joſeph to their deliverance, under the conduct of 
Moss: Including an account of the twelve tribes; their 


bondage under the Egyptians ; the birth, education, flight, 


and marriage of Moles. 
zo Moſes. 


Gop's appearance, and ' commiſſion 
The call of Aaron, and his part in the commiſſion; 


their reception by the Iſraclites, and their meſſage and wonders 
performed before Pharaoh and all his people. Pharaoh's bar- 


dened heart. 


The inſtitution of the Paſſover ;z and the hiſtory 


of other nations during this period, 


8. HAT became of the chil- 
dren of Jrael after the 
death of Jeſeph? 

T. They were divided into 
twelve tribes; and increaſed in 
fuch a manner, that the land of 
Goſhen was filled with them, and they 
grew ſo powerful, as to deſerve the 
regard of the fate of Egypt, to 
prevent their increaſe, and to break 
their ſpirits. | 

S, What were the names of 
thoſe tribes ?. 

T. The tribes were the families 
deſcended from Jacob's brethren, 
and Joſeph's children. 

S8. Did not theſe exceed the 
number twelve? | 
2. Ves: But as Joſeph's two 
children gave names to two tribes, 
inftead of their father; and the 
tribe of Levi, being by God's ap- 
pointment ſet apart ſor the ſacred 
offices of religion, had neither in- 
heritance in the land of Canaan, nor 
was numbered amongſt the reſt to 
ſerve in the wars; ſo they were al- 
ways underſtood to be no more 
than tWelve under the following 
names: Reuben, Simeon, Judah, 


2 Zebulon, Dan, Nephtali, 
ad, Aſber, Ephraim, Manaſſeh, 
and Benjamin. 

S. What did the Egyptians do to 
prevent their increaſe, and to break 
their ſpirits? 

T. They firſt of all impoſed 
heavy taxes upon them, to impo- 
veriſh the people ; and confined 
them to hard labour in bearing bur- 
thens, digging clay, making bricks, 
building walls and cities, ſinking 
trenches and ditches, to drain rivers 
into channels, and caſting up dikes 
and banks, -to prevent inundations, 
that they might wear out and en- 
feeble their bodies; and fo, as they 
imagined, to prevent their gene- 
rating and increaſing. 

S. What cities did they build for 
the Egyptians ? 

T. Pitbon, or Peluſium, which 
Exechiel calls the ſtrength of Egypt; 
and Suidas, the key of Egypt, next 
to Syria; and Raamſes, another 
ſtrong frontier city adjoining to 
Arabia. 

S. Who prompted this counſel 
againſt the Iſraelites? 

T. A new king, that knew _ 
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the advantages, which the Egyp- 
tians had received under the admi- 
niſtration of Foſeph. 

S. What was this king's name ? 

T. He was alſo called Pharaoh, 
which wasa common name toallthe 
kings of Egypt, importing the ſame 
as ſultan or emperor, which 1s not a 
proper name, but only a title of 
dignity ; his proper name was Ra- 
maſes Miamoun, or Amenephthis, who 
died in the fourth year of doſes. 
Tho' there does not want good au- 
thority for calling him Salatis, the 
captain of a numerous body of Ho- 
rites, as it is conjectured; who, 
being driven by the children of Eſau 
out of Seir, a country that lies E. 
and S. of the Dead Sea, conquered 
the Egyptians, and gain'd a ſettle- 
ment in their kingdom. | 

S. Did his oppreſſive counſel ſuc- 
ceed * 

T. It was executed with the ut- 
moſt rigour: But the more the 
Tjraelites were afflicted, the more 
they multiplied, which brought 
upon them that inhuman. edict, or 
command, to the midwives, when 
they were called to do their office, 


to kill the male children: And 


when Pharaoh found, that they, 
abhorring ſuch barbarity, diſobey'd 
his commands, and that the {/rae- 
lites ſtill grew more mighty, he de- 


creed, that all their male children 


ſhould be thrown into the. river 
Nile. | 
S. What excuſe did the mid- 
wives make for their diſobedience? 
T. They alledged, that the He- 
brew women, being of a much 
ſtronger conſtitution than the E- 
gyptians, were generally delivered 
before they came; which, if it was 
but true in ſome caſes, was a juſti- 


3 


hable excuſe, without aſſerting a 
falſhood: And it was fo highly ap- 
proved on by the Almighty, that 
he bleſſed and eſtabliſhed their fa- 
milies, from generation to genera- 
tion; of which, the name of one 
was Shiphrab, and the name of the 
other Pugh. 

S. When did this perſecution 
begin? and how long did it conti- 
nue? | 

T. It began 120 years after Ja- 
cob's coming into Egypt, and laſted 
86 years; tho', perhaps, not with 
the ſame rigour, as at firſt it. be- 
gan. For, when the parents of 
Moſes had ventured to hide him 
from the ſearchers, three months, 
2nd expoſed him to providence on 
the ſhallows of the Nile, in a little 
boat of bulruſhes ſtopt with ſlime 
and pitch; he was taken up by 
Thermuthis, the only daughter of 
the king, and appointed. by her tc 
be nurſed as her own child ; oy 
by the wiſdom of God, the child 
was given to his own. mother to be 
ſuckled. : 

S. Who were the parents of 
Moſes 2 "T0 He 

T. His father's name was Am- 
ram, and his mother's. Fachebed, 
both of the tribe of Leui. Au. 

S. Had they no more children? 

T. Ves: they bad a daughter 
called Miriam, and a ſon named 
Aaron, born before this bloody edict. 

S. What became of Maſes? 
T. When Moſes was grown up, 
his mother and nurſe reſtored him 
to Pharaoh's daughter; who adopt- 
ed him for her on ſon, and gave 
him the name of Moſas, or one 
preſerved from drotuning; becauſe 
ſhe had drawn him out of the was» 
ter, or river. ood 
| S. How 
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S. How did Pharaoh's daughter 
know this to be a Hebrew child ? 

T. Becauſe it was circumciſed. 
And Clemens ſays, that his parents, 
in performing that rite, called him 

eachim. 

S. How did he learn the reli- 
gion and hiſtory of his anceſtors? 

T. Under the care of his parents, 

S. What became of him in Pha- 
raab's court? 
T. He was inſtructed in all arts 
and ſciences; or he had the beſt 
and moſt liberal education, that 
the whole world could at that time 
afford: fo that he became learned 
m all the wiſdom, or valuable learn- 
ing, of the Egyptians. But he 
was ſo well grounded in the reli- 
gion of the Hebrews, that when he 
was forty years old, and ſaw no 
end to the afflictions of his bre- 


thren, the Vraelites, he forſook the 


court; and, chuſing rather to be 
afflicted with the people of God, than 
to ſwim in pleaſure with their pro- 
feſſed enemies, he went to his diſ- 
treſſed brethren, amongſt whom 
he propoſed to live. 

S. How long did he ſtay amongſt 
the Hebrews © 

T. Not long ; for the mercileſs 
taſk-maſters ſoon rouſed his noble 
ſpirit; and, ſeeing an Egyptian 
ſtrike an Hebrew, he ſlew the E- 


tian, and buried him in the 


ſand : which was preſently reported 
to Pharach, who ſought to ſlay 
him ; but Moſes fled beyond the 
Red. ſea, into the land of Midian 
in Arabia. | 
S. What did he do there? 


T. His graceful aſpect, courteous 


behaviour, and great genius, gain'd 
him admittance into the family of 
Rauel, otherwiſe called Jethro, the 


chief man of the country; who 
was ſo delighted with his beauty and 
wiſdom, that he gave him his 
daughter Zipporah to wife; by 
whom he had two ſons, Gerſbon 
and Eliezer. This Fethro was a 
great ſhepherd, and Moſes did not 
think it beneath himſelf to accept 
of a ſettlement in that occupation, 
to which his forefathers had been 
generally brought up. But as it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that ſuch a 
ſtock of learning could remain in- 
active; it is believed, that it was 
in this retirement, that Moſes wrote 
the book of Job; that, by the ex- 
ample of an admirable patience, he 
might comfort the Iraelites under 
their weighty oppreſſions in Egypt: 
as alſo the book of Geneſis, to in- 
form them that the accompliſhment 
of the promiſes made to Abraham, 
Jſaac, and Jacob, would ſoon come 
to paſs: and improved himſelf in 
the ſeveral branches of knowledge 
he had acquired in his youthful 
days. But, be this as it will, God, 
having preſerved him, and deſigned 
him to be his ambaſſador to Pha- 
rach's court; and, by his means, 
to deliver the //raelites out of the 
Egyptian bondage, appeared to him, 
as he fed his father- in- law's flocks 
in the deſart, near mount Horeb, 
in Arabia Petræa; and gave him 
a commiſſion to undertake the de- 
liverance of his people out of the 
hands of the Egyptians. 

8. How, or in what manner did 

God appear to Moſes ? 
T. Moſes at firſt was ſurprized 
with an unuſual ſight of the divine 
Shechinah, which appeared like a 
flame of fire in the midſt of a buſh : 
and, turning afide, to examine the 
reaſon why the buſh was not con- 
ſumed 
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ſumed therewith, he heard a voice 
proceed from the ſame buſh, ſay- 


ing, Moſes, Moſes, put off thy ſhoes, | 


for the ground whereon thou ſtandeſt is 
holy, and come not any nearer ; for 1 


am the God of thy father, and that 


entered into covenant with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob. | 

S. Why did God command A. 
ſes to put off his ſhoes ? 

T. Diſcalciating had been orac- 
tiſed by the Egyptian prieſts in their 
approach to the holy ordinance, or 
ſacrifice, So that, as Moſes was 
educated in all their wiſdom, God, 
in compliance to an ancient cuſ- 
tom, that would naturally lead Mo- 
fes to ſhew greater reverence to the 
divine preſence ; and to give a more 
awful attention to what he was go- 
ing to ſay, commanded him to ou 
off bis ſhoes, 

S. How did Moſes receive the 
voice of God outof the buſh ? 

T. He hid his face, being afraid 
to look upon God. 

S. What did the Lord do then? 

T. Then the Lord continued, 
and ſaid, that having ſeen the ab 


fliction of his people, which were 


ſo cruelly enſlaved in Egypt, he 


was come down to deliver them 


from their oppreſſors; and to lead 


them into the land of promiſe, un- 
der the conduct and command of 
Moſes. For; ſaid the Lord, I will 
fend thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayeſt bring forth my people, the 
children of 1ſrael, out of Egypt. 

S. How did Moſes receive this 
commiſſion ? 

T. He urged his meanneſs and 
inſufficiency to take upon him the 
character of an ambaſſador ſent from 
God; both in regard to Pharaob, 
and to the incredulity of the //- 


raelites ; who, ſays he, will natu- 
rally aſk me, the name of the God 
who ſends me on ſo high and im- 
portant a commiſſion : hat ſhall I 
ſay unto them? 


S. What ſaid the Lord to this 
excuſe ? 

T. God promiſed to be with 
him; to protect him in all dangers; 
to aſſiſt him in every ſtep he ſhould 
take; and to enable him to exe- 
cute every tittle of his commands, 
in ſpite of all oppoſition from Pha- 
raoh and the Egyptians. So that, 
in a ſhort time, he ſhould be con- 
vinced of his power and veracity, 
when he ſhould ſee that very peo- 
ple, who now were in the greateſt 
bondage, ſet free, and worſhip- 
ping the God of their fathers on 
that very mountain. And, as for 
his name, God was pleaſed to re- 
ply— that it was I A M, or that 
eternal, independent, ſelf-exiflent be- 
ing; the God whom Abraham, I- 
ſaac, and Jacob, their anceſtors, 
did worſhip, and adore, and who 
alone was able to perform his pro- 
miſe, by delivering them out of 
the hands of their enemies, and to 
put them in poſſeſſion of thoſe lands, 
which the children of Ham or 
Cham, Ammon, Moab, Iſhmael, and 
Eſau, did unjuſtly detain from 
them; and had drawn from the 
worſhip of the true God, to ſerve 


ſtocks and ſtones, and the whole 


hoſt of heaven. 
S. How was Meſes ordered to 
proceed in this great ambaſſage? 
7. His firſt direction was to aſ- 
ſemble the elders, or heads of the 
tribes or families of the Mraelites to- 


gether, and to open his commiſſion 


before them; and to engage them 
to accompany him immediately in 
bis 


Preben ef 
their ſpirits. 


S. What were the names of 
thoſe tribes? 

T. The tribes were the families 
deſcended from 
and BOL ds children. 

id not - theſe exceed the 
number ttbelve 2 
Ves: But as Foſeph's two 
children gabe names to two tribes, 
inftead of their father; and the 
tribe of Levi, being by God's ap- 
pointment fer” apart. for the ſacre: 
offices of religion, had neither in- 
heritance in the land of Canaan, nor 
was numbered amongſt the reſt to 
ſerve in the wars; ſo they were al- 
Ways ood to. be no 'more 
than "twelve under the following 
names: Reuben, Simeon, Judah, 
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thens, digging clay, making bricks, 
building walls and cities, linking 
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trenches and ditches, to drain rivers 


into channels, and caſting up dikes 
and banks, to prevent inundations, 
that they might wear out and en- 
feeble their bodies; and ſo, as they 


imagined, to prevent their gene- 


rating and increaſing. 

S. What cities did they build for 
the Egyptians ? 
T. Pithon, or Peluſium, which 
Ezechiel calls the ſtrength of Egypt ; 
and Suidas, the key of Egypt, next 
to Syria z and Raamſes, another 
{ſtrong frontier city adjoining to 
Arabia. 


S. Who prompted this counſel 
againſt the Iſraelites? 


T. A new king, that knew not 
the 
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they multiplied, which brought 
upon them that inhuman-edict, or 
command, to the midwives, when 
they were called to do their office, 
to kill the male children: And 
when Pharaob found, that they, 
abhorring ſuch barbarity, diſobey'd 
his commands, and that the rac- 
lites ſtill grew more mighty, he de- 
creed, that all tbeir male children 
ſhould be thrown into. the. river 
Nile. | 

S. What: excuſe did the mid- 
wives make for their diſobedience? 
T. They alledged, that the He- 
brew \ women, being of a much 
ſtronger conſtitution than the E- 


Egyptians, were generally delivered 


before they came; which, if it was 


but true in ſome caſes, was a juſti- 
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was given to his own. mother to be 
ſuckled. | 


S. Who were the parents of 
R 
7. His father's name was Am- 


ram, and his mother's. Fochebed, ' 


both of the tribe of Leu. 

S. Had, they no,more children? 

T. Les: they bad a daughter 
called Miriam, and a ſon named 
Aaron, born before this bloody edict. 

S. What became of doſes? 
T. When Moſes was grown up, 
his mother and nurſe reſtored him 
to Pharaoh's daughter; who: adopt- 
ed him for her own ſon, and gave 
him the name of Adoſas, or one 
preſerved from drotuning; becauſe 
ſhe had drawn him out, of the war 
ter, or river. oy 
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' $8. How did Pharas}'s daughter 


know this to be a Hebrew child? 
FT. - Becauſe it was circumciſed. 


And Clemens ſays, that his parents, 
in performing that rite, called him 


| Joachim. 


8. How did he learn the reli- 
gion and hiſtory of his anceſtors? 
T. Under the care of his parents, 


S8. What became of him in Pha- 


raab's court? 

T. He was inſtructed in all arts 
and ſciences; or he had the beſt 
and moſt liberal education, that 


the whole world could at that time 


afford: ſo that he became learned 
in all the wiſdom, or valuable learn- 
ing, of the Egyptians. But he 
was ſo well grounded in the reli- 
gion of the Hebretos, that when he 
was forty years old, and ſaw no 


end to the afflictions of his bre- 
-thren, the 7/razhites, he forſook the 


court; and, chuſing rather to be 
afflicted with the people of God, than 
to ſwim in pleaſure with their pro- 
feſſed enemies, he went to his diſ- 


treſſed brethren, amongſt whom 


he propoſed to live. 

S. How long did he ſtay amongſt 
the Hebrews © 

T7. Not long; for the mercileſs 
taſk-maſter ſoon rouſed his noble 
ſpirit; and, ſeeing an Egyptian 
ftrike an aw. he ſlew the E- 


gyprian, and buried him in the 


ſand: which was preſently reported 
to Pharavh, who ſought to lay 
him ; but Mo bſes fled beyond the 
Red. ſea, into the land of Adio 
in Arabia.” © © 

S. What did he do there 2-- 

Mo His graceful aſpect, teen 
behaviour, and great genius, gain'd 
him admittance into the family of 
Næuel, c otherwiſe called Jelbro, the 
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chief man of the country; ; who 
was ſo delighted with his beauty and 
wiſdom, that he gave him his 
daughter Zipporah” to wife; by 
whom he had two ſons, Gerſhon 
and Elezer. This Fethro' was a 
great ſhepherd, and Moſes did not 
think it beneath himſelf to accept 
of a ſettlement in that occupation, 
to which his forefathers had been 


generally brought up. But as it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that ſuch a 


ſtock of learning could remain in- 
active; it is believed, that it was 
in this retirement, that Ms oſes wrote 
the book of Job; that, by the ex- 
ample of an admirable patience, he 
might comfort the E e under 
their weighty oppreſſions in Egypt: 
as alſo the book of Geneſis, to in- 
form them that the accompliſhment 
of the promiſes made to Abraham, 
Jaac, and Jacob, would ſoon come 
to paſs: and improved himſelf in 
the ſeveral branches of knowledge 
he had acquired in his youthful 
days, But, be thisas it will, God, 


having preſerved him, and deſigned 


him to be his ambaſſador to Pha- 
rach's court; and, by his means, 
to deliver the Iſraelites out of the 
Egyptian bondage, appeared to him, 
as he fed his father - in- law's flocks 
in the defart, near mount Horeb, 
in Arabia Petræa; and gave him 
a commiſſion to undertake the de- 
liverance of his people out of the 
hands of the Egyptians. 
$8. How, or in what manner did 
God appear to Moſes? 
. Moſes at firſt was pere 


pz | with an unuſual ſight of the divine 


Shechinah, which appeared like a 
flame of fits in the midſt of a buſh: 


and, turning aſide, to examine the 


reaſon why the buſh was not con- 
| ſumed 
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ſumed therewith, he heard a voice 
proceed from the ſame buſh, ſay- 
ing, Moſes, Moſes, put off thy ſhoes, 
for the ground a thou ſtandeſt is 


— rr e 


raelites ; who, ſays he, will natu- 
rally aſk me, the name of the God 


who ſends me on ſo high and im- 


portant a commiſſion: What ſhall I 


holy, and come not any nearer ; for J ſay unto them? 


am the God of thy father, and that 


entered into covenant with Abraham, 


Iſaac, and Jacob. 


S. Why did God command Me | 


ſes to put off his ſhoes ? 
T. Diſcalciating had been orac- 


tiſed by the Egyptian prieſts in their 


approach to the holy ordinance, or 
ſacrifice, So that, as doſes was 


' educated in all their wiſdom, God, 


in compliance to an ancient cuſ- 
tom, that would naturally lead Ma- 
fes to ſhew greater reverence to the 
divine preſence ; and to give a more 
awful attention to what he was go- 


ing to ſay, commanded him to ou 


off bis ſhoes. 


S. How did doſes receive the 


voice of God out of the buſh? _ 
T. He hid his face, being afraid 
to look upon God, 
S. What did the Lord do then ? 
T. Then the Lord continued, 
and ſaid, that having ſeen the af. 


fliction of his people, which were 


ſo cruelly enſlaved in Egypt, he 
was come down to deliver them 
from their oppreſſors; and to lead 
them into the land of promiſe, un- 
der the conduct and command of 
Moſes. For; ſaid the Lord, I will 
fend thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayeſt bring forth my people, the 
children of {/rael, out of Egypt. 


S. How did ſes receive this 


commiſſion ? 


T. He urged his meanneſs and 


inſufficiency to take upon him the 
character of an ambaſſador ſent from 
God; both in regard to Pharaoh, 
and to the incredulity of the //- 


S. What ſaid the Lord to this 


excuſe? 

T. God W to be with 
him; to protect him in all dangers; 
to aſſiſt him in every ſtep he ſhould 
take; and to enable him to exe- 
cute every tittle of his commands, 
in ſpite of all oppoſition from Pha- 
rach and the Egyptians. So that, 
in a ſhort time, he ſhould be con- 
vinced of his power and veracity, 
when he ſhould ſee that very peo- 
ple, who now were in the greateſt 
bondage, ſet free, and worſhip- 
ping the God of their fathers on 
that very mountain. And, as for 


his name, God was pleaſed to re- 


ply— that it was I A M, or that 
eternal, independent, ſelf-exiflent be= 
ing; the God whom Abraham, J- 
ſaac, and Jacob, their anceſtors, 
did worſhip, and adore, and who. 
alone was able to perform his pro- 
miſe, by delivering them out of 
the hands of their enemies, and to 
put them in poſſeſſion of thoſe lands, 
which the children of Ham or 
Cham, Ammon, Moab, Iſhmael, and 
Eſau, did unjuſtly detain from 
them; and had drawn from the 
worſhip of the true God, to ſerve 


ſtocks and ſtones, and che whole 


hoſt of heaven. 

S. How was Moſes ordered to 
proceed in this great ambaſſage? 
F. His firſt direction was to aſ- 
ſemble the elders, or heads of the 
tribes or families of the Iraelites to- 
gether, and to open his commiſſion 


before them; and to engage them 


to accompany him immediately in 
| bis 
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mand of the king of Egypt a li- 
cence for the children of Iſrael to 
go three days journey at leaft, in- 
to the wilderneſs, to ſacrifice unto 
their God. 

S. Did Moſes demur any longer 
to accept of this commiſſion ? 
T. Yes: he replied that, not- 
withſtanding he believed there 
would be an accompliſhment of 
all theſe things, the -people might 
queſtion his credentials. 


S. What did the Lord then? 


T. He gave him power to work 
miracles in confirmation of the 


S. What were the particular 
miracles, he was impowered to 
work, to convince the Hebrews of 
the truth of his credentials ? 

T. Caſt down the rod, or ſbep- 
herds Rlaff, that is in thine hand, 
fays the Lord : and it became a 
terrible ſerpent. But when he or- 
dered him to take it up again-by 
the tail, it reſumed its former 
ſhape. Put thine hand into thy 
boſom, faid the Lord ; and it be- 
came leprous. But when he com- 
manded him to put it in a ſecond 
time, and pull it out, his hand 
became as clean as it was before, 
or as his other fleſh, Theſe mi- 
racles were as the Broad. ſeal of 
Heaven upon his credentials. 

S. Did Moſes acquieſce in this 
power conferred upon him? 

T. No: he ſtill endeavoured 
to excuſe himſelf by alledging his 
want of eloquence, and the na- 
tural ' impediment he had in his 


' fpeech: I am not eloquent, I am 


flow of ſpeech, and of a flaw tongue. 
And, though God promiſed to 


ſupply this defect by his Almighty 
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The Holy BIBI E explained. 
Hiss addreſs to Pharaob, and to de- 


Power, and to give him all the 
faculties, that were neceſſary for 
executing his commiſſion ; Moſes 
at laſt abſolutely declared, that he 
defired to be excuſed; and that 
God would provide one more ca- 
pable of fo important an office. 

S. How then was he prevailed 
on at the laſt to accept thereof ? 

T. By God's threatning to pu- 
niſh him, if he perſiſted in his re- 
fuſal ; and his promiſe to join his 
brother Aaron, who was an excel- 
lent orator, in the commiſſion with 
him. a | | 

S, In what manner was this 
commiſſion to be divided ? | 

T. Moſes was ordered to impart 
the whole affair unto Aaron; and 
to ſpeak unto him, and put ſuch 
words into his mouth, as the Spirit 
of the Lord ſhould dictate them; 
that he alone ſhould work mira- 
cles by the inſtrument of his 
ſhepherd's ſtaff, and reſerve the. 
chief conduct of all affairs to him- 
ſelf. Aaron was to be only in/tead 
of a mouth, or the ſpokeſman for 
Moſes. 

Where I would deſire you to 
obſerve, that there was no virtue 
in the rod or /aff of Moſes, nor 
in the hand of Moſes; and that 
God's making the „af or rod, the 
inſtrument to ſhew his power, was 
a meer accidental appointment; 
Moſes at that time of God's ſpeak- 
ing unto him, having the ſtaff of 
his employment in his hand. And 
as this is the firſt mention of any 
ſuch thing, it is very probable, 
that the wands, which great mini- 
ſters, and the paſtoral /taff, which 
ancient biſhops carried in their 
hands, in token of their power 


and office, were originally de- 


— 
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* 8 a ry 4 1 4 7 
rr 
_— ů — — 2 — 


CO 1 


wn 


tived from 


this rod or flaff of 
Moſes. Th 55 


S. As Moſes had been many 


years, and at a great diſtance from 
his father's houſe; and it may be, 
had not ſeen his brother, nor had 
any correſpondence with him: 
How did he know where to find 
him? 

T. God promiſed to bring him 
to Moſes; and to inſpire him with 


a brotherly love for him, and a 


will to do whatever he ſhould 
put upon him, in this great de- 
ſign. Upon this Moſes re- 
turned to Median, and having ob- 
tained leave of his father in law, 
Jethro, to go and viſit his bre- 
thren in Egypt, and being inform- 
ed by God in a viſion, that all 
that generation, who ſought his 
life were dead, he took his wife 
and ſons, and departed for Egypt, 
forty years from that time he came 


into Midian, being now 80 years 


of age. 
S. What befel Moſes in the 
way? 
T. He was admoniſhed by an 
Angel to circumciſe his ſon; and 
he met his brother aron. 

S. How, and why, was his fon 
circumciſed ? 
T. Zipporab, his wife, with a 
fharp flint ſtone performed the o- 
peration ; that he might thereby 
be admitted into the pale of the 
church. | 

S. Where did he meet Aaron ? 
7. Aaron being admoniſhed by 
a divine viſion, went into the 
wilderneſs, by the way Moſes was 
Journeying, and met his brother 
not far from the mount of Horeb, 
where God had talked to Moſes 
before. | 
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S. Did they remember each 
other? . } 61-48 
T. No doubt but that the ſame 
God, which ordered them upon 
this ſervice, brought them to each 
others remembrance. For, tho? 
they met in a wilderneſs, Aaron 
challenged Moſes with a kiſs ; and 
Moſes was ſo confirmed in the 
knowledge of his brother, that he 
immediately told Aaron all the 
words of the Lord, who had ſent 
him, and all the ſigns which he 
had impowered him to wor. 

S. Did Aaron believe Moſes 2 

T. Yes: And they arrived in 
Egypt, and having called an aſſem- 
bly of the elders of the children 
of Iſrael; Aaron opened their com- 
miſſion with his uſual eloquence, 
and Moſes confirmed its divine au- 
thority by thoſe miracles, which, 
you have heard before, the Lord 
had empowered him to. do. 5 

S. How did the elders receive 
this meſſage of their redemption? 

T. They believed; and in a 
ſolemn manner returned thanks 
unto the Lord, who had taken 
pity of their affliction, and had 
ſent to deliver them out of cap- 
tivity; according to the word 
which the Lord had ſpoken unto 
Moſes, ſaying, They ſball hearken 
unto thy voice. | 

S. How did Pharaoh receive 
Moſes and Aaron? 

T. Pharaoh, having heard their 
petition to let 7/rael go three days 
journey into the wilderneſs, to 
worſhip the Lord their God, re- 
jected it with ſcorn; queſtioned 
the very exiſtence of any power 
higher than himſelf; and, ſuſpect- 
ing this to be a mere ſcheme to 
retire in ſafety out of his domi- 

nions 
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nions, he reſolved never to con- 
ſent to their e Then repre- 
manding Moſes and Aaron, as in- 
terrupters o [heir daily taſks and 
diſturbers of the public peace, hg laid 
greater burthens on the Hebrews, 
and encreaſed their ſlavery, as 
the beſt means to keep them in 
ſubjection. 

FS. What did the a do i in 
this caſe ? 

T. When they ſaw that they 
could in no wiſe find relief from 
Pharaoh; who twitted them with 
idleneſi, on account of the peti- 
tion preſented by Moſes and Aaron, 
they upbraided the two brothers, 
as the cauſe of their preſent afflic- 
tion; and, as if they had deſign- 
ly contrived this means to give 
the king a plauſible handle to de- 
ſtroy their whole people. 

S. How did Moſes behave in 
theſe circumſtances ? 

T. He was fore afflicted to 
think there was ſo much juſtice 
in their accuſation againſt him; 
and retiring in confuſion, and 
having almoſt forgot the promiſe 
of the Lord, and the perverſeneſs 
of Pharaoh, which he had fore- 
told him, he expoſtulates the mat- 
ter with God, for not fulfilling his 
commiſſion, and for permitting 
Pharaoh to increaſe the * 
of his people. 

8. Did God hearken unto 
Moſes? 
FT. Yes: and gave him freſh 
aſſurances, that now the time was 
come, wherein he would manifeſt 


his Almighty Power, and exert the 


full force of his might againſt. all 
the craft and power of Pharaoh, 
and the Egyptians ; and that he 


would certainly deliver his people 
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from their captivity, with a migh- 
ty arm, and with wonderful tokens 
of his omnipotence. Then he 
commanded . Moſes and Aaron to 
go again to the children of 1/rael, 
and to tell them that Jehovah, or 
the God who is able to perform 
whatever he ſays and promiſes, and 
whoſe excellency and ſtrength is 
not to be reſiſted by any power 
or human wiſdom, would deliver 
them and bring them i into the Land 
of Promiſe. - 

S. Did Moſes 2 this meſ- 
ſage to the Iſraelites? 
T. Yes: But they were ſo de- 


jected under their hard bondage, 


which had encreaſed ſince they had 
followed his former advice, that 
they did not give any ear to what 
he ſaid which ſo far diſpirited 
Moſes alſo, that when the Lord 
again commanded him to go in 
and ſpeak unto Pharaoh, to renew 
his. petition, he by alledging the 
incredulity of his own country- 
men, and having recourſe to his 
former objection of his own im- 
pediment of ſpeech, thought to 
have excuſed himſelf from the 
errand. 

S. What did the Lord do on this 
occaſion ? 

T. He told hn that Aaron | 
ſhould be the ſpokeſman ; that they 
muſt not be diſcouraged at Pha- 
raoh's obſtinacy and perverſeneſs ; 


that he would enable him to mork 


ſuch miracles, as ſhould render 
him terrible to the Agyptians; 
and that even Aaron's rod ſhould 
at his command become a ſerpent, 
if Pharaoh ſhould demand a proof 
of their miſſion. 


S. Did Moſes and Aaron believe 
this and obey ? | 
7. 


T. Les: They went again to 
Pharaoh, and confirmed their di- 


vine miſſion by ſeveral miracles: 


Aaron caſt down his rod, and it 
became a ſerpent; the next day 
Mofes met Pharaoh on the banks 
of the Nile, and, as the Lord com- 
manded him, he ſtruck the wa- 
ters of the river with the ſame 
rod, and they immediately were 
turned into Blood; by which means 
the fiſh were killed, and the wa- 
ter of the river ſtunk ſo that it 
could not be uſed. ——And by the 
ſame divine command, all the wa- 
ters of the land of Egypt were 
turned into blood for ſeven days.— 
When this did not perſuade Pha- 
raoh, Moſes commanded Aaron to 
ſtretch, out his rod again over the 
waters, and the whole land of 
Egypt was covered with frogs ; 
which had this effect upon Pha- 
rach, that he promiſed to comply 
with their petition, provided Mo- 
ſes and Aaron would intreat the 
Lord to clear him from this plague 
of the frogs. And Moſes and 
Aaron intreated the Lord, who 
hearkened unto their voice. But 
when Pharaoh ſaw he was deli- 
vered from. the frogs, he refuſed 


to let the I/raelites go. — W here- 


fore God enabled Moſes and Aaron 
to turn the duſt of the earth, into 
lice or gnats ; ſo that both man 
and ' beaſt ſwarmed with them in 
all the quarters of Zgypt.— And 
to fill their houſes full of fies, or 


dog- flies. While this continued, 


Pharaoh ſeemed to relent; but 
being delivered from this plague 
alſo, he forgat his promiſe, and 
refuſed to let the children of Iſrael 
5 to ſacrifice unto. the Lord. 

herefore the Lord ſent a very 
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grievous murrain upon all the cat= 
tle of the Egyptians, — and; hails 
that broke forth with blains upon 
every man,—and thunder; and hail; 
and fire, that deſtroyed all, both 
man and beaſt, and trees and herbs 
that were in the field; throughout 
all the land of Egypt. This ter- 
rible judgment brought Pharaoh 
to confeſs that the Lord was righ- 
teous, and that he and his people 
were wicked; and to promiſe a- 
gain to let the 7/raelites go, coul 
he be delivered out of the preſent 
danger. But the thunderings and 
hail were no ſooner over, than he 
forgot his promiſe, and ſinned 4 
more; and both he and his 
vants became more hardened. 85 
that the Lord ſent the plague of 
locuſts; which eat up the reſidue 
of the fruit and herbs, that had 


eſcaped from the hail and light- 


ning, and filled the houſes of Pha- 
rach, and his ſervants, and of all 
the 2 gyptians—This was followed 
by ſuch darkneſs for three days, 
that the Egyptians could not ſee 
one another, nor. riſe out of their 
place. But Pharaoh did not con- 
ſent to the departure of the Tjrae- 
lites into the wilderneſs to facri- 
fice to the Lord their God, till 
the Lord ſmote all the ft born 
in the land of Egypt; from the 
firſt - born of Phardab that ſat on 
his - throne, . . unto the firſt - born 
of the captive that was in the 
dungeon; and all the firſt. born of 
cattle. 
S. Did Pharaoh let them oa 2 


5 Ves: both he and all his 


ſubjects ſent them away in haſte 3 
for they ſaid, we be all dead 
men; if they are kept _ any long- 


er. They were now ſo 8 


to 
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to have the Iſraelites gone, that they 


forced them - away, not ſuffering 
them to finiſh their bread ; but 
obliging them to tie up their-dough 
in cloths, and to carry it away on 
their backs unbaked. Thus when 
Egypt was almoſt deſtroy'd, and 
the inhabitants thereof, in every ſta- 
tion, had ſuffered ſo ach for de- 
taining the Hraelites, they now, as 
God had foretold, thruſt them out 
nd; and drove them way in 


ha 
=. "Did none of theſe plagues af- - 


fect the habitations, cattle, or per- 
ſons of the Hebrews or Iruelites? 

T. No. The land of Goſhen, 
where they dwelt, was exempt; 


For the Lord put a ee between 


the hcl and Iſrael. 

S. The many objections [-have 
heard againſt this part of holy writ, 
will oblige me to review it; and to 
beg your patience and inſtruction, 
in thoſe difficulties I ſhall beg leave 
to mention, —W hat am 1 to think 


of Pharachb? 


7. He was a hardened dd: 0b. 
ſtinate ſinner; and wilfully rejected 
the counſel, and deſpiſed the admo- 
nition and judgments of the Lord. 

S. How can that be, when the 


Lord ſaid unto Moſes, 7 will 
harden Pharaoh's heart? 


He then 
could not be faid to reſiſt the will 
of God. 


T. I know this 15 deen gene 


rally the refuge of a libertine diſpu- 
tant, who would rather arreign the 
juſtice of God, than depart from 
his own vices. And, tho” it might 


ſuffice to anſwer, har when God 


is ſaid. to harden the heart, it is only 
to be underſtood, that he denies to 


them, or withdraws from them 
that grace, which alone can make 
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the hearts of men ſoft, flexible, and 
pliable to the divine will: as the 
ſun hardens the clay, by drawing 
out of it that moiſture, which 
made it ſoft: Or, expoſes them to 
thoſe temptations of the world, 
or the devil, which meeting 
with a corrupt heart, are apt to 
harden it; I will endeavour to 
reſcue the divine juſtice from any 
imputations, by a furvey of all 
thoſe paſſages, where the heart of 
Pharaoh is faid to be hardened. 

Where God is ſaid to harden 
Pharaoh's heart he means no more 
than that he will ſo order matters, 
by removing the plague, inflicted 
on him and his people, 'to' ſoften, 
and perſuade him to let them go; 
that he ſhall be hardened, till I 
come with my ſtrong band, and 
ſlay his ſon, even his firſt- born: 
So that when Pharaoh is recorded 
to have harden'd his own heart, it 
always appears to be, when God in 
his mercy had taken off his hand, 
or removed ſome plague from him. 


. Conſequently, if God harden'd 


Pharaoh's heart, it was not to 
make him ſin, but to bring him to 
puniſhment ; ſuffering him, for 
wiſe, juſt, and good ends, to be 
cartied by the bent of his own paſ- 


ſions to that inflexible obitinacy, 


which proved his ruin. 

S. Were all thoſe wonders, in 
the ſight of the Egyptian, by Moſes 
and Aaron, wrought by the divine 
power?! 

Ves. b 

S. How then did the magician 
turn rods into ſerpents, water into 


Blood, and bring frogs _ the 
land of Egypt? 


T. Theſe magicians are by St. 
Paul called N or Joannes; 
___ 
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and Jambres, or Ambroſius. And 


magic, among the ancients, has 


been generally divided into natural, 


artificial; and diabolical. Natural 


magic is natural philoſophy highly 


improv'd, ſo as to produce many 
wonderful effects, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of the illiterate. Artificial 
magic is no more than legerdemain, 
flight of hand, or mere deceptions 
and impoſtures. Diabolical magic 


is a power received from the devil, 


to do many ſtrange and aſtoniſhing 


things by natural cauſes, ſecretly 


and artfully contrived. It was by 
this art that wizards, ſorcerers, 
diviners, enchanters, Chaldeans, 
and ſuch as had familiar ſpirits; 
and, no doubt but theſe Egyptian 
magicians alſo, performed their ex- 
ploits to promote the worſhip of 
the devil NM. 
IT hbe devil may aſſiſt ſuch perſons 
as pretend to work mitacles. Fit, 
either by raiſing falſe images and 


appearances of things, by affecting 


the brain, confuſing the opticł 


nerves; or, by altering: the medium, 


that is between us and the object. 
Or, ſecondly, by making uſe of 
the latu of nature, in producing 
effects, which are not above the 
natural power of things, tho they 
ſeem to exceed what man can do. 
Thirdly, It is the opinion of ſeveral 
learned men, that it is certain, 
from ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture, 


that God ſometimes permits wicked 
ſpirits to work real miracles... S0 


that, did JL admit their miracles to 
be real, it would by no means im- 
peach God's power in his works by 
Moſes and Aaron, nor be contra- 
dictory in the nature of the thing: 
But I am inclined to believe, that 
all their attempts to imitate the rod 


turned into a ſerpent, the water 
into blood, and the creatioa of a 
multitude of frogs, were purely le- 
gerdemain tricks; Or, rather, mere 
diabolical illuſions: Becauſe no art, 
nor ſtudy of occult ſeiences, an 
enable us to change a rod really 
into a ſerpent; and they could nei- 
ther follow the meſſengets of the 
Lord in their more aſtoniſhing 
works, nor indeed complete thoſe 
they pretended to imitate: ſor, 
Moſes and Aaron converted the ſer» 
pent, and the blood into a rod and 


water again; and deliver'd the E- 


gyptians from the plague of the 
frogs: Whereas the magicians, if 
they had any power at all, it was 
permitted only to be a greater 
ſcourge to their hard- hearted cours 
trymen. 1 e 29463 a 
If God permitted theſe magi- 
cians to proceed ſo far, it Was to 
convince the Egyptians, \ that they 
were miſtaken in their opinion, 
that miracles, prodigies and amen: 
were given by the planetary and ele- 
mentary influences; or that ſtudents 
deeply verſed in the myſteries of 
nature, could effect them by art 
and incantation, For, as Pharach 
had pitched upon Jannes and Jam- 
bres, as the moſt learned in magic; 
and they were not able to do the 
things that were done by the power 
of God, but acknowledged their 
inability to proceed in a conflict, 
where their adverſary. was appa- 
rently aſſiſted by a divine power: 
This was ſo far from acting incon- 
ſiſtently, that at once it eſtabliſhed . 
the truth of Moſes and Aaron's come 
miſſion, convinced the Jeus that 
God was able to deliver them, and 
confounded the wiſdom of the E- 
Hans. A+ Lowe wal 
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S. I ſhould be glad to know 
what relative views there were in 


each of thoſe judgments, plagues, 


and miracles wrought by Moſes? 


7. "Phe changing the rod into a 
_ ferpent carried with it a ſevere 


threatning, that if Pharaoh would 
not obey the command of God, 
heand his people ſhould be ſcourged, 
as with ſcorpions. —For when this 
proved ineffectual to perſuade Pha- 
raob to let the 1/razlites go, God 
commanded the river Nile, the only 
river in Egypt, wherein ſo many 
Hebreto children had been drown'd 
by Pharaoh's order, and was wor- 
ſhipped inſtead of God, to be turn'd 
into blood: beſides, they were not 
only thus reduced to drink blood 3 
but, as all Egypt depended upon 
this river for its product and fruit- 
ful ſeaſons, they were admoniſhed, 
that God could ſmite all they poſ- 
ſeſſed, if they would not obey his 
command; and note, this red river 
proved a ſad omen of the ruin of 
Pharaoh, and all his forces in the 


Ne ſen. 8745 | 


8. Under what nome: did the 


Egyptians worſhip the river Nile ? 


T. Under the names of Oſiris, 
Orus, and Jupiter; and they inſti- 
tuted the moſt folemn feaſts in its 
Honour. Upon one of which feaſts 
it is probable that Moſes met Pha- 
7aoh at his devotions, and tura'd it 
into blood. | n 
K. What relative view was there 
in the other plague s 

T. You hear that God firſt be- 
gan by corrupting their drink, and 


their food; for, by killing the , 


he deprived them of the greateſt 
part oß their ſuſtenance, whoſe con- 
ſtant food was the fruits of the 
earth, and the fiſh in the waters. 
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Then, as they were a very cleanly, 


neat people, he ſent frogs to dirty 


their houſes, and ſpoil their ovens 
and kneading troughs: © Lice and 
flies to ſting and ulcerate their 
ſkins The fifth plague of the mwr- 
rain was to cut off the cattle; which 
the Egyptians idolized and worſhip- 
ped. As they were a delicate and 
voluptuous people, God plagued 
them with aching boils, nauceous 
ulcers, and a burning itch, Deut. 
xxviii. 27. When they regarded 
not theſe judgments, the Lord 
purſues them into the fields, and 
deſtroys the increaſe of their trees, 
fruits, flocks and herds with thun- 
der, bail and fire, Exod. ix. 23. 
And here it may be obſerved, that 
the God of Iſrael executed his ven- 
geance, and proved himſelf to be 
the God of nature, by three ele- 
ments at once, air, water, and 
fire. — But the ruin of their crops 
was compleated by the lacie, an 
animal ſo fierce and formidable, that 
one ſingle one has been known to 
take a ſerpent by the jaws, and bite 
it to death. Theſe creatures fly in 
the air compact together, like a vaſt 
cloud, of 15 or 18 miles in length, 
and 10 or 12 in breadth; and 
wherever they light, they devour 
all the corn in leſs than two hours 
ſpace, which is frequently attended 
by a 'famine—As God by the firſt 
miracle indicated what he would 
do, if Pharaoh would not let Hrael 
go. So now perceiving the hard- 
neſs of their hearts, he, by a three 
days darkneſs, repreſents to the 
Egyptians his reſolution to cut them 
off by death, if they did not obey 


his commands. And accordingly, 


when he ſaw their obſtinacy conti- 
nue, he began with the firſt· born, 


or 
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The Inſtitution of the Paſſover, and IsR AEL's Deliverance. 8 5 


or the principal and moſt eminent 
perſon in every family, who all in one 


night yielded to the ſtroke of death. 


. In what ſpace of time were all 
theſe judgments executed? 

T. Within the ſpace of one 
month. 

S. Is chicks any account of theſe 
plagues in prophane authors 
T. Ves: in the fragments of 
Eupolemus and Artapanus. 

S. What did the {ſraclites do on 
this occaſion? 

7. Moſes had told them that the 
Lord would certainly deliver them; 
and that Pharach would let them 
go, after the death of his firſt- born; 
and therefore directed them to bor- 
row jewels of gold and ſilver from 
the Egyptians. And, having found 
favour in their reſent circum- 
ſtances, they, as Adoſes command- 


ed them, prepared for a ſudden 


march; and were ſolemnizing the 
Paſſover, at the very time that the 
angel of the Lord flew the firſt- 
born in every houſe. f 

S. What do you mean by the 


| oh re "of 


T. It is a feaſt by divine ap- 
pointment, in remembrance of the 
Iſraelites departure out of Egypt. 
Becauſe the night before they left 
it, the deſtroying angel, who ſlew 
the firſt · born of the Egyptians, P As- 


SED OVER the houſes of the //- 


raelites, without doing them any 
harm; they having marked the 
lintel, and two ſide poſts of their 
doors with the blood of the lamb, 
which was killed the evening be- 
-fore.—By this inſtitution it was 

enjoin'd, that every family of. / 
nil or, if the family was too 
ſmall, that two neighbouring fa- 
milies; joining together, ſhould, on 
the tenth day of the month N iſan, 


or March, take a lamb or a kid. 
and ſhut it up until the fourteenth 
day, and then kill it: that the 
lamb ſhould be a male, under a 
year old, and without blemiſh: 


that they were not to break a bone 


of it, nor eat it raw, nor ſodden, 
but roaſted, and with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs: that if they 
could not eat it all up, what re- 
main'd ſhould be burnt: and, fi- 
nally, that the poſture, in which 
they were to eat it, was to be in a 
hurry, with their cloaths on, and 
their ſtaves in their hands, like 
thoſe that are ready to go a jour- 
ney.— After wards at Succoth, Moſes, 
by God's command, order'd this 
feaſt to be kept ſeven days, which, 
on the ſeventh day, ſhould conclude 
with great ſolemnity; and that they 
ſhould neither eat, nor have any 
other than leavened bread. 


S. Did the children of {frae! 


carry off the jewels they Wan 
of the Egyptians? 

T. Yes: and T know this en 
has been uſed by libertines and free- 
thinkers in a very ludicrous and 
blaſphemous manner. Whereas I 
would recommend to them the fol- 
lowing obſervations on this text. If 
the word borrowed ſhould be tranſ- 
lated more properly to 2% of one; 
and, if the word lend is, as litterally 
to give; and, if we conſider in what 
a pannick the Egyptians were now 
in, and how deſirous to get clear 
of ſuch troubleſome neighbours, 
that were the cauſe of all their ſor- 
rows, What is more reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, than that they were ready 


to give them, even all they bad, to 


get them away? So that what was 

freely given, the 1/raelites had a 

right to b for their own n uſe, 1 
63 But 
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But admit that they did actually 


no more han borrow the jewels; 


they did it by God's direction and 
commiſſion, Who now was their 
king, and fighting their battle againſt 
thoſe Egyptians their enemies; and 


conſequently had as much right, at 


leaſt, as an earthly king, to grant 
letters of mart or repriſals againft 
thoſe,” that had wronged them, and 


paid them no wages for the great 


ſervices the Iraelites had done "OR, 
fas ſo many years. 

\ 8. What light have we concern- 
ing the promiſes from other hiſto» 
rians ? 

T. The orphic nan; called 
Spa; or born of water, refer to 
Moſes taken out of the river Nile. 
— The fable of Venus and Adonis is 
by ſome interpreted of Pharaoh's 


_ davghter in love with Moſes, whoſe 


beauty and gracefulneſs, ſay Fuſtin 


and'Trogus Pompeius, recommended 
him to every one's affection. An- 


tipanus, with a little variation, re- 


cords. the wonder of the burning 


Bud. The mournful feaſt of Oris, 
which began at midnight with 
lighted candles, weeping and groan- 


ing, commemorated the laughter 


of the-firt-born. Moſes calling the 


God of heaven Jae or Jehovah is 


mentioned by Diodorus Siculus. The 
oppoktion of Jannes and Fambres is 


preſerved by Zumenius, Pliny, and 


Apuleits. But, to mention only one 


more of theſe kenthin authors, Ta- 


citus has tranſcribed from ſome 
Egyptian writers this extraordinary 


paſſage: The Hebrews were de- 


ſcended from the Mrians, and poſ- 


ſeſſing a great part of Egypt, led 


the life of ſhepherds; but after- 


wards, being burthened with hard 
labour they came out of Egypt, 


ka 


under the command of A * with 
ſome Egyptiansaccompanying him; 
and went through the country of 
the Arabians, into Paleſtine 'Syria, 


and there ſet up rites contrary to 


thoſe of the Egyptians.” 

S. What happened in other na- 
tions during this period? 

7. Some of the moſt remarkable 
occurrences were the flight of Ce- 
crops, Cadmus, Danaus, and Belus, 
from out of Egypt; who, being 
terrified by the barbarity of Salatis 
and his followets, ſought” their for- 
tunes in ſtrange countries. Ce- 
crops, after ſeveral years travel, ſet- 
tled at Attica in Greece, er 
the daughter of A#eus, king of 
that country; and, ſucceeding to 
his throne, taught that vagrant peo- 
ple the uſe of ſettled habitations; 
obliged each man to marry one 
wife, and left them otherwiſe 
rules for the better conduct of their 
lives, and the exerciſe of all civil 
and religious offices. Cadmus, who 
was the ſon of an Egyptian, that 


left Egype about the ſame time, 


erected a kingdom in Phenicia, 
left his elder brother Phenix in 


poſſeſſion of their father's throne; 


and, with ſeveral people, that ſol- 


lowed his fortune, travelled alſo 


into Greece, built the city of Thebes, 
and founded the kingdom of Beotia. 
— Danaus removed to Argos; and, 
upon the next vacancy of the throne, 
was choſen the king of that ſtate, 
by the common voice of the people. 
—Belus, accompanied by ſome E- 
2yptian' priefts, retired: o Babylon, 


where they were permitted to cul- 


tivate their ſtudies, and found the 
ſame encouragement, as they had 
enjoy id in Egypt. And this is the 


man U is E to 54. the ar- 


chitect 


chitect of that Iofty tower, which 
was afterwards called by his name. 
About this time alſo the ſeveral 
kingdoms of the Argives, Cretans, 
Phrygians, Ethiopians, Midianites, 
Canaanites, Idumæans and Naba- 
theans, were either founded, or 
did flouriſh. And 

The flood of Deucalion, the burn- 
ing of Phaeton, the rape of Proſer- 
pine, the myſteries of Ceres, the 
ſtory of Europa, the birth of Apol- 
lo, and the other fables of Bacchus, 
Minos, Perſeus, & ſculapius, Mer- 
cury and Hercules, are by good au- 
thority reckoned. within this pe- 
riod. 
. What was the ſtate of learn- 
ing ent the Egyptians at this 
time? 

T. It is certain, that the necelity 


of knowing the times and ſeaſons for 


the ſeveral parts of agriculture, led 
them to the ſtudy of a/iranomy, toob- 
ſerve the places of the ſtars, and the 
periodical motions of the planets, 
Nor could they keepregiſters of their 
obſervations, nor take an account 
of the weather and ſeaſons that de- 
pended upon them, without a ſuffi- 
cient ſtock of arithmetick. Again, 
the ebbing and flowing of the Nile 
yearly, and the frequent lofles of 
their land- marks by that means, 
made it neceſſary for them to ſtudy 
ſo much geometry, as to be able to 
mark out, and deſcribe the ſeveral 
parts of their own country, and to 
make draughts of the low and ebb 
of that river. Tho' neither fre- 
nomy nor geometry were yet arrived 
at any conſiderable perfection. | 

As to their knowledge in phyfic, 
I have ſaid ſomewhat already; nor 
can it be queſtion'd, if A culapins 
was "Oo to Sethorthus; King of 


tarts. 
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Mempbis, for his great {kill in that 
art. And, no doubt but this ſci- 
ence was adorned with a competent 
knowledge in anatomy. But their 
favourite ſtudy ſeems to have been 
magic; or an endeavour to know 
future events, by a long obſerva- 
tion of the motion of the celeſtial 
bodies. And when, in later ages, 
the Egyptiant, began to worſhip 
their departed princes and heroes, 
they made them the objects of their 
incantations and prayers, ſuppoſing 


that /prrits or demons were the in- 


ſtruments of God in the govern- 
ment of the world. 

The curious remains of their gy- 
ramids, and other buildings, Sc. 
are ſufficient proofs of their extra- 
ordinary ſkill in architecture, paint 
ing, ſculpture, and mechanicks of 
all kinds. Nor can I doubt of their 
chemiſiry, who could prepare a men- 
firuum to preſerve bodies of dead 
men for ſo many generations, .of 
which the mummes are laing mo- 
numents. 
Their language was an original, 
one of thoſe formed at the confuſion 
of Babel: And their moſt ancient 
way of writing was by hierog/yphicat 
figures of various animals and plants; 
the parts of the human body, and 
mechanical inſtruments. Thus a 
fiege was repreſented by @ 8 
ladder > a ſhip and pilot was put for 
the governor of the world: a ſerpent. 
in à circle; denoted the unwwerſe, 
and its variegated ſpots ſigniſi q the 
They alſo made uſe d te- 
ral characters; which were divided 
into the ſacred letters, or ſuch as. 
were uſed in their public regiſters, 
and to write all matters of an higher 
nature; and into the uulgan 1 
ſerved in common huſineſs. 
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8. What was the ſtate of their 
religion? 

7. Grofs idolatry. They wor- 
ſhipped the heavenly luminaries, 
and in particular the ſun and the 
moon, under the names of Oris 

and 1s. After this, they admitted 
the four elements into the number 

of their deities, by the names of 
Vulcan, fire; Ceres, earth; Ocea- 
nus, water; and Minerva, air. 
Their next degeneracy was to ſtoop 
to the invocation of their deceaſed 
princes: till at Taft they paid divine 
Honours to ſeveral animals; which 
Brute worſbip may be juſtly ſup- 

ſed to have riſen from their uſe 
of ymbolical writing; and gained ſuch 
eſteem,. that whilſt the cat, the 
dog, the Ibis, the wolf, the cro- 
cCodile, Sc. were alive, they had 
lands ſet apart for their mainte- 
nance; and the men and women, 
who were employ'd in feeding and 
attending them, gloried in their 
office, as the higheſt honour; and 
were ſaluted by bending the knee, 
and other tokens of the greateſt 


1 ro 
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reſpeR. — The bull, the goat, the 
lion, &c. were kept i in facred en- 


cloſures, and attended by men of 
the higheſt rank ; who, at a great 
expence, fed them with the greateſt 
dainties, waſhed them in hot baths, 
anointed them with moſt precious 
ointments, perfumed - them with 
the moſt odoriferous ſcents, and 
laid them on the richeſt carpets, and 


other coſtly furniture. They that 


killed any of their animal deities 
were put to death without mercy: 
And when any of them died, the 
Egyptians mourn'd for them, as if 
they had been their deareſt chil- 
dren; and frequently impoveriſnh'd 
their families, to expreſs their zeal 
in a pompous funeral. — When a 
cat died in any houſe, the whole 


family ſhaved their eye-brows; if a 
dog, their whole body was ſhaved. 
They wrapped the dead animal in 
innen; and, after embalming it 
with oil of cedar, and other aro- 
matic preparations, they buried it 
ina facred coffin en gfeat folem- 

nity. © | | 


CHAP. 


= : 


Of the ue and travels of the Iſraelites that a 0 1 % 
Egypt, under the conduct of Moſes, to mount Horeb, Of 


the loſs of Pharaoh and his hoft in the Red. ſea. 
and Manna ſent from heaven. 


oppoſi 1110n of Iſrael. 


Of the Quails 
Of the Amalekites, and their 


Of the council eſtabliſhed under Moſes. Of 
- tbe giving of the Law on mount Horeb or Sinai. 


Of the cere- 


monial law, and the making of the tabernacle, the ark, mercy- 
feat, Kc. of the Saaler Calf, and Wdolatry of the Iiraclires 


„Wär vr did Moſes gather 
the //razltes . be- 


fore * left pt 1 


5 1 ke 


| Goſhen. 


2 At Ry the chief city of 
8. When * 


7. On 


T. On the fifteenth day of the 
firſt * month in the eccleſiaſtical 
year; on the ſame day after 430 
years they had been in Egypt. _ 
S. How many were there in 
number? „ 

T. About fix hundred thouſand 
men and women, beſides children. 
And a mixt multitude out of ſeveral 
nations, when they ſaw the wonders 
wrought for their deliverance, went 
away with them. | 

S8. Does not this increaſe of the 
Iſraelites exceed the truth ? 
FT. No: for without any re- 
courſe to prodigy, or incredible 


births; we need only ſuppoſe, that 


theſe Iraelites were very fruitful, 
and inter- married with each other 
early in their youth, and it will 
eaſily appear how ſeventy males in 
the compaſs of 215 years, might 
have multiplied in their offspring 
to this number, even by the birth 
of only one child every year ; for, 
according to Simler's computation, 
ſeventy perſons, if they beget a 
child every year, will, in the ſpace 
of 30 years, have above 2000 chil- 
dren ; and, admit only one third 
part of thoſe 2000 to enter into the 
nuptial ſtate, they, in 30 years 
more, will amount to ooo; the 
third part of 9o0O0, in 30 years 
more, may beget 45, ooo; fo that, 
by a moderate computation, in 210 
years, the whole amount will be 
at leaſt 2,760,000. So that it 1s 
ſo far from being neceſſary to ſup- 
poſe ſome extraordinary means in 
the Hiraelites increaſe from 70 to 
600,000, and upwards, in the 
ſpaceof 215 years, that, in the or- 
dinary courſe of nature, they might 
have been at leaſt three times more 
at the time of their departure out 
of Egypt, 
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S. What did Moſes catry with 
him befides? IEEE 
T. He took with him the bones 
of Joſeph, according to the oath 
the children of Jſrael had fworn to 
do on this great event. 0722 
S. What rout did Moſes take 
with the children of 1frael 2 | 
T. They journeyed firſt to Suc- 
coth, ſo called from the booths or 
tents of the //raelites, about 12 miles 
from Ramaſes : and from thence, 
by God's ſpecial direction, they 
left the neareſt road to Canaan, 
thro? the country of the Philiſlines; 
and proceeded along the coaſt of the 
Red- ſea, and came to Etham, not 
far from this ſea, and on the con- 
fines of Egypt and Arabia  Petraea, 
From thence they, moving back, 
travelled to P:i-hahireth, or the nar- 
row paſs between the mountains on 
the weſtern coaſt, between Mig 
dol, or Magaol, and the Red-ſea, 
over againſt Baal Zephon; which 
Magaol was a tower or caſtle upon 
one of thoſe mountains; but after- 
wards a city, where the Fews dwelt, 
who took Jeremiah along with 
them into Zgyph; and Baal Zephon, 
a town on the northern point of 
the Red. ſea, dedicated to the idol 
ſet up on the borders of the country, 


to prevent ſlaves making their ef- 


cape ; and where the Jſraelites did 
afterwards paſs over, to ſhew how 
unable it was to prevent the 7/rae- 
lites paſſing out of Egypt, 

S. What happened in the way 


to Pi-hahiroth ? 


T. God appeared to Moſes; at 
Succoth, and commanded him to 
conſecrate the firſt- born, of both 


men and beaſts, to him; but not 


of women; in remembrance of God's 
having ſpared their firſt-· born, when 
| 9 : he 


oo: _.: 
he deſtroy'd the Egyptians; ſubject 
to redemption, Thus the f- 
Born of man was to be redeemed at 
the price of five ſhekels of the ſanc- 
tuary, or 125. 64. which was 
given to the prieſts. As to animals, 
it related only to the clean; for 
the unclean were either to be re- 
deem'd by a clean beaſt, as an aſs 
by a lamb, or elſe they were to be 
killed. 0 8 
At their departure from Succath, 
God, purpoſing to ſhew his power 
in their deliverance from Pharaoh 
and his hoſt, by his miraculous di- 
viding the Red. ſea, ſent a pillar, 
or a wonderful appearance of a 
cloud, in the form of a pillar, 
Which was to guide, and ſhade 
them from-the ſcorching heat by 
day; and a pillar of fire, or a 
bright cloud of the ſame form, to 
guide, and toillaminate their camp 
by night; ſo that which way ſo- 
ever theſe divine appearances. mov - 
ed, Moſes conducted the Hraelites. 
S8. How is this cloud or pillar of 
fire proved to be miraculous © 
T. From the ſeveral paſſages of 
ſcripture, wherein this pillar is 
mentioned, we are aſſured, that it 
in no wiſe appeared like a material 
fire ; that there was a perſon of di- 
vine character and perfections re- 
ſiding always therein, inveſted 
with a power to demand ho- 
mage and obedience, and to pu- 
niſh and pardon, From this cloud 
God ſent forth the expreſſes of his 
wrath, as well as the tokens of his 
- ove, among the whole congrega- 
tion: Andif to this we add, that this 
cloud could appear either exceeding 


bright, or exceeding dart, accord- 
ing as the great captain of the / 


raelites ſigniſied his pleaſure, it 
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may be not improperly called the 


vehicle of the Deity, as well as the 
place of his maje/{ic appearance. It 
is a mere incongruity in nature for 
the fame cloud to appear dark to 
one, and light to another at the 
ſame time. And how can it be 
reconciled to the properties of a 
material fire, to defend them from 


their enemies, that they might not. 


aſſault them; to cover them from 
the heat of the ſcorching ſun in an 
open deſart; to convey the divine 
will; and to be, as it were, a 


ſanding oracle, whereunto they 


upon all occaſions might reſort? 
Therefore this was not a material 
fire, but a miraculous pillar. 
S, What did Pharaoh, when he 
found the children of //rael had not 
returned according to the time ex- 


pected ? 


T. Pharaoh ,was no ſooner 4 
form'd, that the 1/raelites intended 


not to return; but he, with all 


the ſtrength of his kingdom, in 


chariots, and on horſes, ſo far as 


he could gather them together on a 


ſudden, purſued them, either to 


bring the {/raelites back to their 
ſlavery; Or, to be revenged upon 
them for all the loſſes he and his 
ſubjects had ſuſtained, and the pe- 


nalties they had ſuffered. | _ 
S. How did the children of Jrael 
_ behave on this occaſion ? 5 


T. As ſoon as Pfaraob and his 
hoſt appear'd in their rear, and 
perceiving themſelves were hemmed 
in by the ſea in their front, and by 
the mountains on their fank,. the 


Ifraelites began to murmur againſt 
that God, who had done ſo great 
+ things for them, and furiouſly aſked 
- Hoſes. and Aaron, whether there 
were not graves enough in Egypt, 


that 


* 


that they muſt bring them into 
the wilderneſs to be ſacrificed, 
and expoſed to a more tragical 
deatn. e 236 19 
© Moſes, no doubt, ſaw that there 
was no Viſible way in nature for 
his people to eſcape; but the very 
difficulty of the cafe inflamed his 
hope, and was fully perſuaded that 
the ſame power, by which he had 
wrought ſo many and great won- 
ders, would not forſake his peo- 
ple, but would ſend. them a way 
to eſcape out of this diſtreſs alſo. — 
In this confidence, he exhorts the 
Iſraelites to be of good courage, 
to put their truſt in the Lord, 
and with' faith, to wait his divine 
will ; for that the Lord would 
fight for them and deliver them. 
But, he. laid their caſe before the 
Lord with earneſt prayer; and 
God commanded him to order 
the people to march forward, and 
promiſed, that if he did ſtrike the 
ſea with his rod, it ſhould divide 
ſo as to let the children of {/rae/ 
march through the midft of it on 
dry ground; and that it ſhould 


cloſe again, and drown Pharaab 


and his hoft. 
S. Did the Vraelites believe 
this? N | | 
T. Yes: And when Moſes or- 
dered them in the night, they ad- 
vanced to the ſea - ſide: and in 
the mean time, God cover'd their 
march from the enemy, by re- 
moving the miraculous cloud or 
pillar from the front to the rear 
of the Vaelites camp; fo that its 
dar ft ſide being turned towards the 
Egyptians,” they were obliged to 
t, and were not able to ſee 
what was doing before them; 
and its 7ght ſide being turned to 
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the 1/raelites, it gave them ſuffi- 
cient light to get ſo forward as 
to be out of the reach of the 
chariots and horſemen, till God 
had brought them into a place of 
ſafety. 23 10:1 8 
S. How did God deliver them 
from the power of the Egyp- 
tians £ 2 

T. The ſea, as God had pro- 
miſed, obeyed the command of 
Moſes; 5 no ſooner had waved 
his ſacred rod, than God ſent a 
ſtrong eaſt- wind that divided the 
waters, ſo as they ſtood ſuſpended 
like a wall on each hand, and 
made a dry and ſaſe paſſage, un- 
til the 1/raelites gained the other 
ſhore. 

S. What became of Pharaoh 
and his hoſt ? | 

T, The Egyptians blind with 
zeal and fury, as ſoon as they 
found the [/raelites decamped, pur- 


ſued their rout, and entered after 


them into the mid/t the ſea. 

S. Did they overtake. the I/ 
raelites? | 
T. No: for, they were no 
ſooner encloſed in the ſea, but 
the Lord ſent down from above, 


fierce winds and tempeſts, ftorms 


of | hail and rain, terrible thunders 
and lightnings, and whatever elſe 
would: make the condition of the 
Egyptians horrible; and at laſt, 
when they in vain ſought to turn, 
back from their purſyit, God com- 
manded Moſes to ftretch forth his 
hand over the ſea, and imme- 
diately the divided ſea unites; and 
the roaring waves, breaking forth 
from their inviſible chain, ſwal- 
lowed up the Egyptians, making 
them a laſting monument of God's 
Juſtice and vengeance, 

S. Why 
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4 8. Why i is this called the "ou: 
. fe ? PL 

T. This tha: called by the an- 
- Cients Sinus Arabicus, and now 
6 Gulfo: de Mecca, is that part or 
* 8 branch of the ſouthern ſea which 
1 waſhes Egypt on the Vet, and 
Arabia Felix, and part of Arabia 
Petræa, on the Eaſt, and its 
northern bounds” touch upon Idu- 


whence by a miſtake of the Greeks it 
is called the red-ſea. Edom was the 

name of Eſau, and of the countr 
inhabited by his poſterity, and this 
Country gave name to the ſea, that 
waſhed its coaſt: but the Greeks not 
I underſtanding the reaſon of the ap- 
= . pellation, tranſlated it ipulps Jandoon, 
| Which has been blindly followed 
by the Latins, who called it mare 
rubrum, and we the red. 24. So 
that it ſhould properly have been 
called the Sea of Edom. But the 
Hebrews call it the ſea of Syuph, or 
Flags; an abundance of which weed 
grows at the bottom of it. And 
the Arabs at this time call it the 
Sea of Clyfſona, from a town on 
the weſtern coaſt, ſuppoſed to have 
Heen at the place where the I/ 
raelites paſſed over, in memory of 
the fate of the Egyptians, who 

were drowned therein. 

S. How did the Iſraelites be- 
have on this : occaſion ? | 
T. At the fight of the miracu- 
Jous deſtruction of all the Egyptian 


ingly to fear, and believe in the 
Lord, and in his ſervant: Moſes; 
and joined with Moſes and Aaron, 
and their Siſter Miriam, in a tri- 
umphant ſong for their * de- 
Aiverance. | 


mea or the coaſt of Edom ; from 


hoſt, they began at leaſt ſeem- 


S. How long did Mo for conti- 
nue here? © 

T. As ſoon as they had Wlem⸗ 
158 8 this bleſſing of the Lord with 
ſongs, mirth, and dances, Moſes 
led the J Fatlites into _ wilder- 
neſs of Shur. 

S. What is the mbaning of a 


. wilderneſs or deſart here, and in 


other parts of ſcripture ? 


parts of ſcripture, a wilderneſs or 
defart, were not places altogether 
uninhabited” as the word is now 
generally underſtood, and applied 
by us : But as with us the coun- 
try is in reſpect to cities or prin- 
cipal towns, ſo were the deſarts 


of old, places more open and com- 


mon, containing hills and woods, 
and ſome towns, with good paſture. 
From which towns thoſe deſarts 
or wilderneſſes took their proper 
name. As may be properly ex- 


emplified, by the like diſtinction 


now continued on Epping-foreſt ; 
which though enriched with many 
large villages, and fruitful mea- 
dows, c. retains the name of a 
foreſt ;- and the ſeveral parts of it 
receive their appellations from ſome 
adjacent towns. 

S. Did the Iſraelites continue 
in the fear of God, and in obe- 
dience to Moſes? 

7. No: for they had ſcarce 
travelled three days in this wil 


derneſs, but they meeting only 
with bitter water at Marab were 
like to mutiny, till by God's com- 


mand, Moſes threw a piece of 


| woolt: into the water, and it be- 


came ſweet, in obedience to God's 


command, and not through any 


inherent virtue of the wood. 


S. Where 


T. Here, and in moſt eder 


Mankay and the 2 oer AMALEK. 


. Where, do we hear of them 
bent! N 


DON At Fun; F 2 | "pleatant did 
fruitful: place, well watered, and 


famous for Palm or date trees. Here 
they be themſelves for ſome 
time: but as they travelled, fear- 


ing that proviſions would ſoon fail 


ſo great a' multitude in that bar- 
ren country, they reproach Moſes 
for bringing them from the fe/b- 
pots of Egypt, and the 'abundance 
of bread they enjoyed in the ſtate 
of their bondage. 

S. How did Moſes afin them? * 

F. He told them, that the Lord 
would in the evening give them 

ſh to eat, and in the morning 
bread to the full. For, your mur- 
murings are againſt the Lord. 

FC. How did the —_—_ perform 
this? 7) 


7. In the evening: bs ſent as 


many quails as covered their camp; 
and in the morning when the dew 
was gone, they found Manna to 
ſerve. them inſtead of bread. 

S. What do you mean by 
Manna "A 

T. It was a little white round 
thing, as {mall as the hoar froſt, and 
in ſhape like the Coriander ſeed. At 
firſt ſight, the eee cried out 
in a ſurprize, Manhu, i. e. what 
is this? From whence this hea- 
venly food was called Manna. 
When it was firſt gathered it 
taſted like honey, but being grind- 
ed and baked, it taſted like bread 
knead with oil. And with this 
bread, God fed them forty years ; 
having commanded them by Moſes 
to gather it every morning, and 
to eat it all up the ſame day, ex- 
cept on the fixth day, when they 
were enjoined, to gather as much 
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as ſhould ſerve them on n Sab 
bath day alſo. | 

S. Was this Manna a miracu- 
lous food? | 

7. Ves: becauſe it fell but on 
ſix days in the week; and in ſuch 
quantities, that it fed almoſt three 
millions of ſouls for ſome time; 
and though if any of that which 
fell on the firſt five days was kept 
above one day, it ſtunk and bred 
worms; yet the double quantity, 
which was ſent every Friday morn- 
ing, kept ſweet for two days. 
Beſides, it continued no longer 
than the Iſraelites abode in the 
wilderneſs, but ceaſed as ſoon as 
they got corn to eat in the land of 
Caan. 

S. Where did this Hanna firſt 
come down ? | 
T. In the wildernef of Gan 
which is half-way between Elim 
and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of 
the ſecond month, after-the'{frael- 

ztes departure out of Egypt. . 

S. Ho much did every one 
gather for a day ? | 

T. An Omer, or Amend con- 
taining about four Engh/b pats. 
This was the quantity which God 
commanded to be kept in the 
tabernacle, as a ſample of that 
bread, where with he had fed them 
in the wilderneſs. 

S. Certainly theſe great works 
conblntoinl the children of Iſrael, 
that they were the peculiar care 
of the Almighty ; and that he was 
able to preſerve them in the greateſt | 
diſtrefs. : 

T. No: for a few days: after, 
having encamped at Daphkah and 
Aluſb, on their arrival at |\Rephz- 

dim, and finding no water there, 
they fell into their old way of 
diſtruſting 
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diſtruſting Goo? $ Providence, and 
became ſo outragious, that Moſes 


had like to have periſhed /in the 
ſedition. They even threatned to. 


ſtone: him, till God enabled him 
to ſupply that place by a miracu- 
lous current of water, which iſſued 
out when he by God's command, 


and in the preſence of the elders 
of Iſrael, ſmote the rock in Ho- 
reb with the rod, that had divided 


the ſea. This water guſhed out 
at ſeveral places, but uniting in 
one ſtream, it ran down to the 


camp at Rep hidim, and followed 


them where ever they went in the 


wilderneſs; which places, Idoſes 


afterwards called Ma ſſah and Me- 
ribab, i. e. Temptation, and Con- 


tention; becauſe they had diſtruſt- 
ed God, and mutinied J__ theic 
chief commander. 

S. Did the Iſraelites meet witli 


no oppoſition from the 5 e 


ing nations in their travels? 


7. Ves: while they lay encamp- 


ed at Rephidim, the Amalekites at- 


tached them: But, - doſes, being 
informed of their intention, or- 


| dered Joſhua, over night, to draw 


out a party of choice young men 

ainſt the next morning, and to 
give them battle. Jeſbua obeyed, 
and after a long and doubtful fight, 
which laſted till the going down 
of the ſun, the Iſraelites routed 


the Amalekite army, and ou them 


all to the ſword. _ 

8. What did Moſes atid Harun 
on this occaſion? 

7. When Joſhua was drayen up 
in battle array, Moſes took Aaron 


and Hur, to the top of a moun- 
tain, from whence they might 


have a full view of the two armies. 
Here they joined in prayer, and 


while Moſes was . FA o hold tis 
hands upright with the rod of God 
in them, victory inclined to Jaſbua; 
but when through wearineſs, his 
hands dropped, Amalek prevailed. 


Which being perceived by Aaron 


and Hur, they ſet Moſes upon a 
ſtone, and ſupported his hands 


on each ſide, till they obtained a 


compleat victory. — This ſucceſs 
in their int martial enterprize, 


gave the Iſraelites Seat encou· | 


ragement. 


S. What did Mo ofes do. alter thi 


victory 230 

T. He bullt an altar, a led 
the name thereof Jebhavah- Ni 12 3 
or, the Lord is my Banner. . 


8. Who were the Amalebites ? : 


T. They were the deſcendants 
of Amalck,:the ſon of Eliphax, the 
ſon of Eſau, by a concubine'; 
who retaining an innate hatred 
againſt the houſe of Jacob, for de- 
priving Eſau of his birth-right and 
bl: ſing, fought now to deſtroy the 


Iſraelitès unprepared for war, and 


much fatigued with long marches, 
and almoſt ſpent with drought, as 


they might ſuppoſe, being igno- 
rant of thoſe means, by which 


God had provided for his People 5 
Iſßrael. 


8. What did God order Mo ſer 
concerning theſe people? 

7. That the Iſratlites ſhould 
never make peace with them. 
Becauſe, knowing the promiſe, 
they preſumed: to fruſtrate the 
deſigns of providence, of putting 
the children of Iſrael into poſ- 
ſeſſion of the land of Canaan. 
Therefore the Iſraelites ever after 
looked upon them, as irreconcilea- 
ble enemies; they were defeated 


by Saul, and never heard of after 


their 
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their ruin was compleated by Da- 
vid. 34.9 
S. What was the conſequence 


of this victory ? 


T. The fame of the {ſraelites 
ſpread abroad, and ſoon reached 
the ears of Jethro, Maſes's father- 
in- law; who hearing that his ſon 
was marching to mount Sinai, 


where God had appeared to Mo- 


fes in the burning-buſh, and in his 
own neighbourhood, took Z ippo- 
rah with her two ſons,” Gerſbom, 
and Eliezar, and went with them 
to the camp of Iſrael. Moſes paid 
obeiſance to his father, and receiv- 
ed them as his own, and recount- 
ed to Fethro the great wonders 
that God had done by him ſince he 
left Midian. Then Jethro, in re- 
turn, ſhewed his devotion towards 
the God of Heaven, by joining 
with Moſes, and the other elders 
of -1ſrael, in ſuch ſolemn praiſes, 
rejoicings and ſacrifices, as were 
proper on that occaſion. 

S. Did any thing remarkable 
happen while Jethro remained in 
the camp of Iſrael? 

T. Jethro obſerving the great 
weight of buſineſs, which lay upon 
Moſes alone, to be too heavy for 
one perſon, adviſed him to ſub- 
ſtitute a certain number of officers, 
men of parts and courage; ſuch 
as were men of truth, feared God, 
and hated covetouſneſs, to be rulers, 
ſome over thouſands, ſome. over 
hundreds, ſome over fifties, and 


ſome over tens, who ſhould hear 


and determine ſmaller matters, 
and to reſerve only the deciſion of 
weightier cauſes; as all matters 
relating to God and religion, all 
matters of equity, where the rigour 
of the law was to be mitigated; 
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all capital caſes, and all ſuch 
cauſes, which the ſubordinate ru- 
lers found themſelves incompetent 
to decide, oft 22210 

S. Was this form of j udicature 
eſtabliſhed ? Ji, 

T. Yes: and it proved ſo eaſy 
and advantageous both to Maſes, 
and the people, that it was ever 
after preſerved among the Jets 
the chief of theſe were the ſeventy 
elders, on whom the Lord, to 
ſhew his approbation, beſtowed 
his ſpirit. This was the origin of 
the great Sanbedriim. 
S. How long did the Iraelites 
remain in this camp; 5 
T. That does not appear, but 
it could not be long; becauſe 
they had been at Sin on the 15th 
day of the ſecond month, and they 
arrived at mount Sinai in three 
months after they had left Egypt. 

S. What happened at mount 
Sinai. i 07, Las 
T. While the children of Iſrael 
were encamped before the mount; 
Moſes went up to the place where 
he had received his commiſſion 
from God, to offer his ſacrifice 
of praife and thankſgiving, for the 
performance of all his promiſes to 
him.— Then the Lord commanded 
him to remind the houſe of Jacob, 
of all the wonders he had wrought 
in their favour, which ought to take 
away all murmurings and diſtruſt 
of his providence; and to inform 
them, that he intended ta deliver 


them a law, which if they would 


obey, he would look upon them 
as his peculiar people, and a royal 
prieſthood; for that, though all the 
earth was his, they thould be his 
favourite nation. 


S. How did the e receive 
this meſſage? 

J. They promiſed all due obe- 
pans to the divine commands. 
And Moſes having carried back 
their promiſe, the Lord fent him 
again with a; charge to ſanctiſj 
and prepare themſelves for God's 
appearing to them in a viſible glory 
on mount Sinai. 
promiſed to come down. 2 

S. How were they to prepare 


5 themſelves ? . 


7. They were for two a to 


faſt and pray, and to abſlain from 


their wives, and to waſh their 
cloaths, that they might appear: de- 
cently and in order before the Lord. 
And, they were alſo commanded 


under pain of death, not to ap- 


proach ſo near to the „N 
as to touch the border of it. 

8. Why did God ace the 
Tiraelites. through the . 
and to this mount? 

7. Beſides, what is Aamitted 


from ſcripture, when AMoſes calls 


upon the Iſraelites to remember 
all the way, which God had led 
them in the wilderneſs to humble 
them, to prove them, and to &now 
what was in their Hearts, whether 
they would keep his commandments; 
we need not fear to aflert, that 
God alſo intended thereby to mani- 
feſt his glory and goodneſs, by his 


conducting them by the pillar of 


his preſence, and by his many 
wonderous works. Moreover, what 
road could have been ſo proper 
for giving thoſe laws, inſtituting 
thoſe ordinances and ſealing thoſe 
cdvenants, which were neceſſary to 
be adjuſted before they could hope 
to be put in poſſeſſion of the land 
of Canaan? And as it was here, 


upon P. he 
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that God in the buſh talking with 
Moſes, gave it as a token of his 
promiſe, that the people after their 
deliverance, ſhould come to and 
worſhip, him at mount Horeb, it 


was neceſſary that God ſhould ful- 


fil his engagement. 

S. Was Jethro ſtill among, the 
Ifradite ? 

iT. No: he 0 8 his own 
home, as ſoon as he ſaw e 
put in execution. Ne 


$ How: did che Lord ber to 


Moſes ? 

T. In a  thisk cloud. [2.0 

S. Can God be cite laid: fo 
come down, or to deſcend an gx 
pare N 

T. No: but as this, and al fach 


like paſſages in the ſcriptures, ſuits 
itſelf to a man's common way of 


ſpeaking and thinking, ſo it aſſigns 


ſuch things to God, as are only 
proper to the 22s. Thus, God 
may be: ſaid, to deſcend an the moun- 
tain, n he there made his 
preſence more viſible, by lenſible 
and ſurpriſing effects. 

S. When did God begin to ma- 
nifeſt his glory? 

T. On the third day. inthe 
morning. 
S. In what manner? 
T. Terrible thunderings An 


lightnings, the appearance of 2 


thick cloud, and a voiee as of a 
trumpet, exceeding loud, filled 


the ljraelites with amazement and 


horror. 


8. What did Moſes do on di, 
occaſion? 


T. He brought the Iſraelites to 
the nether part of the mount; 
and ſet bounds about it, that they 


periſh, 
| 8 Did 


might not lng.» leſt they ſhould *' 


* 
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S. Did the Lord deſcend ?_-. 
T. Yes: he deſcended upon it 
in * which ſmoked like a fur- 
nace, .and made the whole mount 
to quake; and having commanded 


Moſes to return to the people, and 


to keep them from approaching 


too near the mount, there was 


a profound ſilence in the clouds 
ghd among the people, when the 
Lord ſpake all the words of the 
ten commandments out of the cloud, 

S. What are the Ten command- 
ments? 

7. They are a compleat ſyſtem 
of the moral part of the Jewiſb 
inſtitutes, comprehending their 


whole duty to God, to their neigh- 


bour, and to * in a ſew 
ſignificant words. Theſe are writ- 
ten in the 20th chap. of Exodus, 
and are the ſame as every Proteſtant 
child is taught in their catechiſm. 

S. How can God be ſaid to 
deliver this law, when it is ſaid 
elſewhere, in the As and Gala- 
tians, that it was received by the 
diſpoſit itron of Angels ? AQts vii. 5 3. 
Gal. iii. 19. 

T. It was God that deſcended 
upon the mount ; but he was at- 
tended with a numerous train of 
angels; and tho* he pronounced 
the law, yet the thunder and 
lightnings, and noiſe reſembling 
the ſounding of a trumpet, which 


were preparatory to ſuch pro- 


nounciation, may not improperly 
be aſcribed to the miniſtry of an- 
gels. And the intent of theſe 
paſſages in the New Te/ftament, is 
only to oppoſe the goſpel to the 
law in this reſpect; as namely, 


when God gave the law, he was 


ſurrounded with an awful hoſt of 
angels; but when our Lord de- 


livered the goſpel, he was cloathed 
in our eſp, and adapted himſelf ta 
our weakneſs. 


K. How did the N res 


ceive the voice of God ae 


ing the law ?: 

7. It ſtruck them "Sith fuck 
amazement and horror, that they 
beſought Moſes, for the future, to 
ſpeak to them in God's ſtead, leaſt 
they ſhould die under the terror 
thereof; and, to this end, they 
promiſed to obey him in all his 
commands, 

S. Did 14s oſes yield. to their tes 
queſt? | 

T. Ves: and having inden 
the people, that God had exhi- 
bited to them this wonderful Scene 
of his preſence, not to depreſg 
them with a /avi/h fear, but to 
aſſure them of his paternal care, 
and to create in them a fia 
truſt, and ſubmiſſion to ſuch laws. 
as hat in his infinite wiſdom, ſhould 
thence forward think proper ta 
enjoin them; he drew near unto 
the thick darkneſs where God was, 

S. What did the Lord then ſay 
to Moſes? 

T. God added to the former 
commandments ſeveral ceremonial 
and political laws, to preferve the 
people in their obedience; to pre- 
vent their mixture with other na- 
tions; and to ſecure the peace, 
properties, and lives of themſelves: 
as alſo ſome inſtructions concerns 
ing the tabernacle, and the perpe- 
tual ſacrifice. 

S. What were theſe additional 
laws? 

T. The manner how he would be 
adored and worſhipped. Laws 
concerning ſervants, — manflaugh- 
ter. —menſteaters, — curſers of pa- 

- rentsy 


e.. 
tents.—Retaliation, or making 
ſatisfaction for injuries done by man 
or beaſt, Concerning theft, — 
Damayes.- 'Treſpaſtes. — Bor- 
rowing.— Fornication.— Witch- 
craft, —Opprefſion.—The offering 
of the firſt- fruits and the firſt-born. 
— Concerning flander, falſe wit- 
neſs —-Strangers,— Jodgi 2 — 
Strays.— Tillage.—F Aird and 
facrifices, | 

S. I have often heard it objected, 
that there is great incongruity in 
theſe laws. 

T. They that will ſay ſo decive 
you, and themſelves, For, no 
laws of Athens, Lacedæmon, or of 
Rome itſelf, could ever vye with 
that compleat ſyſtem of religious, 
and ſocial virtues, enjoin'd: by the 
ten commandments. The cities of 
refuge for man flaugbter, and the 
pecuniary commutation of retalia- 
tion, are both juſ and merciful in- 
ſtitutes: and thoſe laws, that have 
been counted frivolous, deſerve our 
beſt attention. For, mixtures in 
wearing apparel was forbid to the 
Fewws, becauſe it was at that time 
a fantaſtical faſhion of the hea- 
thens. The . was forbid to 
be yoked with the ox in the 
fame carriage, becauſe a beaſt of 
greater ſtrength might not ſtrain 
one of let beyond its ability. And, 
as the ſowing the ground with 
mixed ſeeds, in ſome men's opinion, 
is an effectual way to wear it out, 
it was a practice prohibited to pre- 
ſerve the earth, and to ſet bounds 
to the huſbandman's covetouſneſs. 


S. Did God, at this time, en- 


force theſe laws with any particular 
promiſe? 

T. Yes: he promiſed to ſend, or 
continue to ſend, his angel before 
them, who, if they would obey his 
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voice, and not provoke him with 
Mufmutipge and diſcontent, | and 
tirning do the io]. worſhip of the 
nations about them, would cut off 
the Ammonites, Hittite , Perizzites, 
Canaantes, Hivites, and Febuſites ; 
and put them in poſſeffion of thoſe 
lands, that lie between the Red- 


ſex, and the fea of the Philiflines, 


or the Mediterrantan ſea, on the 
one part; and between the defart 
of Shar, and the river E upbrates, 
on the other part, He alfo pro- 
miſed, on the ſame conditions of 
obedience, to bleſs the increaſe of 
their flocks and herds, their brea 

and their water; and to take be 
neſs away from the midſt of them. 


S. How was this accotnpliſhed ? 2 


1 By little and little, leſt the 
land Had become deſolate, and the 
Bars of the 118 had multiplied a- 


of 


8210 r 5 
bo was the angel that went 
80 0 them? 

T. The ſame prime, or arch- 
angel, which had all along con- 
ducted and protected them in the 
cloudy pillar; and who, for the 
future, was to act over them, in a 
more eſpecial manner, by God's 
authority and power. 

S. In what manner did God 
drive out the nations above- men- 
tion'd ? 

T. He ſtruck the with terror, 
at the name of J/rael, before they 
arrived; and made them turn their 
backs, and run away, when they 
ſaw them advance in battle-array: 
and infeſted them with ſuch ſwarms 
of Hornets, that, by flying about 
their faces, and ſtinging about their 
eyes, they, that would have re- 
ſiſted, were render'd unable to 


fight. 
S. Did 


was * 4 
Nn * 
2 5 8 


Of Moss 57 


F. Did the Tſraclites receive theſe 


Jaws to obey them ? 
7. Ves: and MM ſes, having 


written them in a book, erected an 


altar unto God, and apes ſacri- 


fices upon it, and read the ſame to 
the people; and, having exacted 


a ſolemn promiſe from them, that 
they would obey, and do all that 
God commanded, he confirm'd 
this covenant, by ſprinkling the 
altar, the book, and the people, 
with the blod of the victims, which 
were ſlain on this occalion. More- 
over as a ſtanding monument of this 
agreement between God and man, 
he order'd twelve pillars to be e- 
rected, according to the number of 
the twelve tribes of Tſrael, 

+ $, After what manner was this 
fins n 

7. As God himſelf had before 
preſcribed, Exad. xx. 24, 25. name- 
ly, of earth, or of rough lone, and 
without any Reps to go up to it. 

S. What were the ſacrifices? 

T. Sheep and oxen. 

S. Did Moſes return any more 
to the Lord in the mount? 

T. Yes, God had commanded him 
to bring Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, 
and ſeventy of the elders of Jſrael, 
that he might admit them to a proſ- 
pect of his divine preſence, with- 
out running -any hazard of death, 
which the Almighty had afore pro- 
nounced againſt thoſe that touch- 
ed the mount. Theſe, before 
they came near, worſhipped the 
Lord; and, being conducted by 
Moſes up part of the mount, they 
ſaw the God of Iſrael, and then 
return'd into their camp. 

S. What did God on this occa- 
ſion? 


7. He call'd Msſes up unto the 


Hfrael. 
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top of the mount, where the cloud 
and Shechinab, or viſible glory of 
God reſted... And Moſes, having 
given directions to the elders con- 
cerning the government of the peo: * 
ple, and for them, in his abſence, 
to apply in his ſtead to Haren and. 
Hur, who was Miriam's huſband; 
and, taking Joſhua, his ſpecial at- 
tendant and ſucceffor, with him up 
into the mount, higher than the 
place where the elders had been ads 
mitted, ſtay'd with him there fix 
days; and, on the ſeventh day, 

leaving 7o/ua behind, he aſcended 
through the cloud, wherein Was 
the glory of the Lord, that. ſhone 
far beyond the brightneſs of the 
ſun, in the eyes of the children of 
Here he; remain'd 40 
days and 40 nights; and God com- 
manded him to exhort the people to 
bring efferings willingly, and with 
all their hearts, for building and a- 


dorning the tabernacle, \ the ark, 


and the mercy:ſeat, Then he gave 
him directions concerning the z#b/e 
for the /hew-bread, the golden can 
dleflicks, the curtains, the walls, 
the veil, the hangings, the altar, the 
court of the tabernacle, the lamps. 
the garments of the high prieft 
and priefts, the ephed, the breaſt= 
plate, the mitre, the coat and the 
girdle The manner of cenſecrating 
the high prieſt and prieſts, and the 
altar of burnt. offering, the altar of 
mcenſe, a tribute of money, the 
laver, the conſecrating ointment, the 
incenſe, the workmen, and the Times 
of working on the tabernacle. And 
then he gave him tuo tables of 
ſtone, on which, by God himſelf, 
were written the ten commandments; 
which the [razlites had promiſed 
to obey. 


H 2 8. What 
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S. What was the tabernacle ? 

T. It was a tent, call'd a ſanctu- 
ary, or place ſet apart for religious 
worſhip ; over which God, either 
by a cloud, or viſible glory, ap- 
pear'd, during the ſtay of the * 
raelites in the wilderneſs, to mani- 
feſt his conſtant preſence with, and 
care of them, in a ſpecial manner. 

S. What was the ark ? 

T. It was a coffer or cheſt of Shit- 


tim wood, overlaid with gold plates 


within and without; witha crown, 
or border of gold on the top; and 
two cherubims were faſten'd to the 
cover. It had two rings of gold 
on each ſide, thro” which the ſtaves 
were put for the Levites, particu- 


larly the ſons of Nohath, who were 


to carry it, Its peculiar uſe, at firſt, 


Was to incloſe the two tables of 


ſtone, written by the hand of God, 
containing the principal ESO 
ments of the Law ; but afterwards 


God appointed the 1 blooming rod of 


Aaron, and an omer of manna, to 


be preſerved in that facred repoſi- 


tory. 
S. What was the mer oy - ſeat ? 
T. It was the covering of the 
ark of the covenant, made of pure 
gold; and, at its two ends, were 


fixed two cherubims of the ſame me- 
tal ; which, expanding their wings 


— f ſeem'd to form a throne 
for the majeſty of God ; which re- 


preſentation informs you of the 


meaning of thoſe ſcriptures, that 
ſpeak of God fitting between the 
cherubims. The ark was, as it 
were, the footſtool of the Deity 
and it was from hence that C3od 


anſwer'd Moſes, and the high prieſt 
aſterwards, when they conlulted 


him. 
S. What is meant by the Hero- 
bread © 


wine, frankincenſe and ſalt. 
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T. Theſe were twelve loaves of 
bread, laid hot every Sabbath day, 
by the prieſt of the week, upon a 
golden table, in the Sanfum before 
the Lord. Each loaf contain'd fen 
deals, or ſix pints of flour. It was 
not lawful, but upon extraordinary 
occaſions, for any but the prieſts, 
to eat the ſtale ones in the temple. 
This offering was accompanied with 
The. 


wine was pour'd out as a libation 


before the Lord, and the frankin- 


cenſe was burnt every time new 
loaves were ſet upon the table. 


As to the reaſon of this inſtitu- 


tion, I don't find it accounted for 
any where; but certainly it can't, 
be amiſs to refer it to be a memo- 
rial of that covenant, which the 


nobles, or 12 heads of the houſe of 


Jrael, that went upon the mount 


with Moſes, after the promulgation, 
of the law, ſealed by eating and. 


drinking, Exod. xxiv. 11. for this 


was founded upon the cuſtom of 


thoſe ancient times, when the par- 
ties, that entered into. covenant, 


did eat together, or partook of ſome. 


facrifice, 


S. How many golden candleſtichs 


were there ? | 
T. But one, which had 


ſeven 


branches upon one ſtock, adorned 
with fix golden lillies, and knobs 
It contain'd _ 
ſeven lamps, which were fed with 
oil and cotton, lighted every night, 


placed alternately. 


and put out in the morning. It 


Was placed on the ſouth ſide in the 
: haly, or anti- chamber of the ſanctu- 
ary, and ſerved to iluminate the 


altar of perfume, and the table of 
ſne w- bread in that place, which 
had no other light. 
S. How many altars were there? 
7 Tho 


Of Altars, Veftments, 


T. The allar of incenſe; which 
was a ſmall table of Shittzm-wood, 
covered with plates of gold. At its 
corners were four kinds of horns, 
and its top was encompaſſed with a 
little border, or crown. It was 
placed in the holy, over againſt the 
ſhew: bread-rable ; and ſerved only 
for an offering of incenſe, by the 
prieſt of the week. 

The altar of ſhrw- bread; "which was 
made of Shittim wood, covered with 
gold, and adorned with ſculpture. 
It had a little border round it, and 
contained the twelve loaves. men- 
tion'd above. 

Thealtar of burnt- offerings ; which 
was a coffer, or cheſt of Shittim- 
word, covered with braſs plates; 
which Moſes placed to the eaſt; be- 
fore the entrance of the tabernacle; 
in the open air, for the preſerva- 
tion of the tabernacle from the in- 
convenience of the ſmoak and fire 
continually kept thereon At the 
four corners were four {mall pillars, 
hollow in the middle, and in the 
form of a perfect tube, Theſe 
were called the horns of the altar, 
and received part of the blood of 
the ſacrifices. In the hollow of this 
altar there was fixed a grate of 
braſs, on which the fire was made, 
through which the aſhes fell into a 
pan beneath; and, in the days of 
Moſes, it was portable, by the help 
of four braſs rings faſten'd to the 
ſides thereof. 

S. What was the ephed? 

T. There wete two forts ; one 
of plain linnen for the common 
prieſts; the other here deſcribed by 
AMoſes was an embroidered garment, 
or ſhort coat, proper to the high- 
prieſt, to be worn over the ebe of 


the ephed: It was wrought with 
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gold, blue, purple, crimſon,” or 
ſcarlet, and twiſted cotton. Up- 
on that part, which came upon 
the ſhoulders, were two large pre- 
cious ſtones, upon which were en- 
graven the names of the twelve 
tribes of Iſrael: And, on that part 
which croſſed upon the breaft, was 
placed the Rational, or 27 and 
Thummim, a ſquare ornament, con- 
taining twelve precious ſtones, en- 
graved alſo with the names of the 
twelve tribes of Hrael. This ephod 
was carried behind, girt the tunick, 
and was faſten'd in a knot bean 
with its ends reaching to the 
ground. 

S. What was the breaft- Plate? 

7. The breaſi-plate of judgment 
were the twelve precious ſtones 
mention'd above; at other times 
called the Lim and Thummim; not 
only becauſe they were to be the 
moſt perfect and ſparkling jewels, 
in their kind, that could be got; 
but alſo, when the high- prieſt put 
on the breaſt-plate, to aſk counſel of 
God in any difficult caſe; then 
God was pleaſed to give him ſuch 
an anſwer, as made him; and, by 
bim, all the nation, clearly to un- 
derſtand, what was the moſt per- 
fect, or proper method to be taken. 
inthe. caſe propoſed. For Vim 
Ggnifies fires, or illuminations ; and 
Thummim fignifies 2 

S. Was not there a robe of the 
ephod? 
7. Ves: It was a long garment 
made of blue cloth, hanging down 
to the heels. It was made like a 
ſurplice. The ſkirrs of it wrought 
with blue, purple, and ſcarlet yarn, 
in the ſhape of pomegranates z be- 
tween each of which hung a bell of 
gold; at the ſounding whereof, as 
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the high prieſt officiated, the peo- 
ple were admoniſhed to offer up 
their prayers. 
to be worn, but by the high prieſt, 
and never by him, but when he 
officiated. 

F. What was the mitre? 

T. It was a plate of pure gold, 
to repreſent a crown upon the 


prieſt's head, engraven with 


theſe words HoLINEss TO. THE 
Lon p. This plate was faſtened to 
2 cap or turbant of fine linnen, for 
it was long enough to be wrap- 
ed about the head ſeveral times. — 
he inferior prieſts wore, a linnen 
mitre or Cap. 


. What was the coat ENV of? + 


2 wk The coat was the undermoſt 


garment belonging to the .prieſt, 


not much unlike to a ſhirt It was 
made of fine linnen embroidered, 
fuck pretty cloſe to the body, and 
reached to the heels. 

F. Who were the artiſts ap- 
pointed to execute the workmanſhip 
of the materials for the tabernacle ? 

7. Their names were Bezaleel, 
the ſon of Uri, the ſon of Hur; 
and Aboliab, the ſon of Abiſamacł, 
of the tribe of Dan. And they 


were prohibited to work on the 


abbath. day. 

S. Were theſe the only perſons 
"concerned i in this great work ? 

7. No: they were only the prin- 
cipalartiſts, and chief directors and 
overſeers of the work: but God 
put wiſdom into all perſons, capable 
of receiving it; or bad a genius to 
ſuch arts, as were neceſſary in this 
work: fo that by his immediate 
infpiration they became ſo extraor- 
dinary ſkilful in their ſeveral arts, 
AS they could never, at kak in lo 


And it was never 
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ſhort a time, have attain'd to by hu- 
man. induſtry. | 
S. What did God promiſe on 
this occaſion ? 

7. That he would dual. 4 in or 
upon the tabernacle by the ſhechi- 
nah, or cloud, the ſymbol of his 
hang reſence and, that at the 
interceſſion. of the prieſts, he would 
beſtow on the Iſraelites ſuch bleſ- 
ſings, as bad not been beſtowed on 
other people; ſo that it ſhould ap- 
pear that they were his peculiar peo- 

le, and that he was the God that 
had appeared to, and was then ful- 
filling the promiſes made to their fa- 


thers Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. 


. What was the reaſon, of the 
trikute-mo money? 

T. It was a a, which every 
man of the age of 21 years and 
upwards was to pay as a homage, 
whereby they acknowledged, that 
they were redeemed by God out 
of Egypt. This was to be paid 
under pain of death, and was ap- 
plied to the building and adorn- 
ing, ſupporting and maintaining, 
the tabernacle or houſe of God. 

S. What was the uſeof the laver 2 

7. It was to waſh the hands and 
feet of the prieſts, before they en- 
tered. upon any holy function; 
and denoted that purity of heart 


. wherewith God is always to be 


worſhipped. 
S. Of what was the holy anoint- 
ing oil made? 


T. Fhis oil or ointment was 
compounded of the beſt myrrh, 


cinnamon, ſweet calamus, caſfi a. 


and a-olive, 
S. Of what was the incenſe wade? 
7. Of Hacte, onycha, (weet-ſcent- 
ed galbanum, and pure 9 . 


1 


and _enadti 
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re W did the Hraelites i in the 
Amp. behave, during * Ray, of 
Jes P MURAL Sinai? 
forgat their promiſe 
to. 1550 God's 95 6 5 and, 
expecting never to Adofes re- 
turn again, they by many threats, 
forced Aaron and Hur to yield to 
their idolatrous propoſal of making 
ing a golden calſ, to be a 
viſible repreſentation of (God, and 
to go. beſore them in Aaſes's ſtead, 
and to lead them through the wil- 
derneſs, into the land of promiſe 
without further delay. And they 
were ſo bent upon this project, 
that, tho? Aaron refuſed to com- 
ply er any other terms, than to 
make this 7227 out of their, golden 
egr- rings, in which their wives, 


ſons, and daughters, gloried ſo much, 


they preſently brought them: ſo 

at Aaron; was obliged to. fulfil 
his. Promiſe, and made them an 
6x, or a molten calf, with an ox's 
head; that it might in ſome man- 
ner emblematically repreſent the 
might of God, and his &ingly poꝛuer: 
though fame authors of great au- 
thority,. {uppaſe that Aaron made 


choice of this figure in compliance 
to the prejudice of the people, and 


becauſe that creature was wor- 
ſhipped in Egypt, by the name of 
apzs or ſerapis. 
S. Did Moſes know this bans 

his return to the camp ? 

T. Ves: for as God ſaw what they 
were doing; he told Aoſes thereof, 
and haſtened him away to reduce 
them to their obedience to his 
commands, which they a few 
weeks ago had promiſed to obey; 
tho' if Moſes had not intreated the 
Lord to pardon their ſin, he declared 
an intention to conſume them. 


S. What did Hoſes when he de- 
Pa from the preſence of che 


T. He brought the two tables 
of the law, which God had writ- 
ten and given to him: and ar- 
riving at the place where he had 
left Jaſbua, they deſcended. toge- 
ther: But when 4s/es came ſo 
near the camp as to hear the noiſe 
of the Hraelites, celebrating the 
conſecration of their molten ĩmage, 
and to be an eye-witneſs of their 
abominable idolatry ; he, that be- 
fore had interceded for them, was 
ſo enraged, that either. by .God's 
direction, or ſecret impulle to ex- 
preſs his indignation againſt them, 
he caſt the tables down, and broke 
them at the bottom of the i 
before their eyes. 4 

8. What did Maſes further ? 

T. He. melted down the calf, 
and, grinding it to powder, ftrewed 
it upon the water which the Iſrac 
lites were to drink; ſo that there 
was not the leaſt, duſt of it rer 
mained. And he rebuked are 
ſharply, tho' he interceeded with 
the Lord for him, who otherwiſe 

would have deſtroyed him. — Then 
allembling the Levites together, be 
ordered them to ſlay all thoſe that 
had diftinguiſhed themſelves ig this 
defection from the God of heaven: 
and they ſlew 3090-men. For which 
remarkable obedience to God? $ or- 
der, the Lord appointed the tribe 
of Levi from thence forward, to 
attend on God in his houſe, and to 
enjoy the tenths of the land of Ca- 
naan for an inheritance, when they 
ſhould be ſettled therein. 

S. Did the Lord ſhew his. dif 
pleaſure, by any vitble token upon 
this occaſion? | 

H 4 8 Ya: 
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Ves: God left them naked, 
or without a guide: for, the cloud, 
which was the token of God's foe 
| eial Preſence, was, in all probabi- 
ty, taken from them: nor did 
they enjoy it again till Moſes with 
GE moſt fervent interceſſion in prayer, 


aſſwaged the anger of the Almighty, 


and obtained their pardon, provi- 
died the J/raclites would ſhew 2 ſpe- 
kin repentance for their late ſin. 


8. In what did this ee 


conſt? | 
2 T; Not'in really flags a 


falſe God; for the faſt on the ſet- 


ting up of the calf, was proclaimead 
to the Lord Fehovah, their own true 
God: But it conſiſted in making 
an image to the true and living 
Bod, againſt the expreſs letter of 
the ſecond commandment. | 

K. Did the 1/raelites repent ? 
. Ves; they immediately ſtript 
| theinſelves of their ornaments, and 
kept at a great diſtance off from 
the mount on which God had ap- 
peared in token of their unwor- 
thineſs 8 

18. What did Moſes ere a 

T. He, to humble em the more, 
removed the tabernacle or tent, 
which had been dedicated to di- 
vine ſervice ever ſince their com- 
ing out of Egypt; and, calling it 
by the name of the e 6 
meeting, carried it from the midſt 
pf" the people, to a great diſtance 
from the. camp ; denoting thereby 
their unworthineſs, and Gop's 
and” 14 loſes” $ diſpleafare at their 
Wig 

S. How did God ſhew, - that 
be 12 this proceeding of 
Whoſe 

T. Moſes had n no.ſooner entered 
into this tabernacle; but the clou- 


dy pillar, in which was the foetal 
preſence of God, came in the ſight 
of all the people, and ſtood before 
the door, and the Lord talked with 


Moſes out of the cloud, i4sa man 


ſpeaks to his friend wth? a chear- 
ful and pleaſant countenance ; and 
commanded him to hew two ta- 
bles of ſtone, like unto thoſe two 


which God had made, and were 


broken by "Moſes, and to bring 
them up to the : top of FRE, mouut 
alone. l 

S. Did aper do as the Lord 
commanded A 

T. Yes: and there he was ad- 
mitted to greater enjoyment of the 
glory of the Lord, and obtained 
pardon for the Iſraelites, on con- 
dition, that they would keep his 


commmandments, obſerve his ab- 


baths, paſſover, and other appoint- 
ed fſtivalt; and would not Wor- 
ſhip the gods of the Canannites, nor 
make any alliances with the people 


of the country. 


S. How long did Miſes conti- 
nue at this time on the mount n 

7. Forty days and forty nights: 
in which time, his countenance, by 
converſing with the Almighty, had 
contracted ſuch a luſtre, that he 
was forced to put a veil over his 


face, when Aaron, or any of the 
of people approached to talk with 
him. It was now that God re- 


newed the ten commandments, which 
he ordered Moſes to write upon the 
two tables of ftone, which by di- 
vine appointment he had carried up 
into the mount. | 

S. Does Pagan hiſtory give us 
any account of theſe particulars 
under this period ? 

T. The fables of the pillars of 


Hereules and Baccus, are taken 


from 


—ͤ ͤ » 
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from the pillar that led the /rae- 
lites in the wilderneſs, under the 
conduct of Moſes; who is ſuppoſed 
under thoſe names. Antipanus re- 


cords the tradition of the people of 


Memphis, concerning the ſafe paſ- 
ſage of the Iſraelites over the red- 
ſea; and the loſs of Pharaoh, and 
his armies therein is mentioned by 

Diodorus. Oroſius, and other an- 
cient ' geographers, avouch the 
truth of Moſes's account of the falt 
ſprings, Sc. on the other fide of 
the ſea. © The bleflings of guails 
and of manna are alfo recited by 
Antipanus.” Moſes's ſtriking the 
rock, gave riſe. to the fable of 
Baccus, doing the ſame thing for 
the relief of the virgin Aura. And 


it is worth while to obſerve, that 


the lawgivers which followed Mo- 
ſes in other nations, have imitated 
his receiving the law from God on 
mount Sinai, by aſeribing their 
inſtitutions to ſome God or God- 
deſs. 5” x | 
S. What did Moſes at his re- 
turn to the camp: kN 
T. He applied himſelf” imme- 
diately to the building, and fur- 
niſhing of the tabernacle; ſo that 
it was compleated in leſs than fix 
months'; it being ſet up on the firſt 
day of the firſt month, in the ſe- 
cond year after the Iſraelites had 
departed out of Egypt. LE 
S. When did Moſes publiſh to 
the people, what God had com- 
manded them in the mount ? | 


T. Not till the tabernacle was: 


finiſhed. Then the pillar of the 
cloud, or the glory of the Lord, 
came again and ſat upon it, and 
filled it in ſuch a manner, that 
Moſes was ſcarce able to enter 
therein, But the people being con- 
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vinced by this gracious appearance, 
that the commiſſion of Moſes was 
from the Lord, he at laſf paſſed 
through into the tabernacle, and 
communicated to the people God's 
new covenant with them, and the 
manner how they from thencefor- 
ward ſhould worſhip him by ſacri- 
fices and oblations; and he informed 
them of God's will concerning 
their *fe/tivals, meats, uncleanneſs, 
and the degrees of marriage; and 
that it was God's expreſs com- 
mand to fet Aaron a- part for the 
office of high prieſt, and his ſons 
and their offsprings to be the priz/tly 
race, who were to be aſſiſted by the 
Levites, in the inferior offices of the 
temple. | 1 

S. How was the conſecration of 


the prieſts performed ? 


T. Moſes, on this occaſion, per- 
formed the office of a prieſt; and 
aſſembling all the people at the 
door of the tabernacle, he pre- 
ſented Aaron and his ſons in the 
name of the Lord, to be ſet apart 
for the prieſtly office. Then he 
waſhed them with water, and cloth- 
ed them with the garments, which 
the Lord had appointed them to 
wear. He afterwards anointed 
them with precious ointment, or 
conſecrated oil; but he poured it 
on Aaron's head in ſuch abundance, 
that it ran down to the ſkirts-of 
his clothing. Being thus ſet apart 
for the miniſtry, Moſes ordered 
Aaron and his ſons to offer a fin- 
offerings to appeaſe the wrath” of 


rod; a burnt-offering, to render 


due homage to the Creator of all 


the world; and a peace-offering 
by which they acknowledged God's 
bleſſings received, and implored 
continyance of his protection and 

favour. 


106 


favour. Moſes alſo inſtructed. them 
in all the rites that were to be ob- 
ſerved | in the ſacrifices, both in re- 

ard to the victims, and the man- 
ner of ſacrificing them, and diſ- 
poſing of them. 


. What conditions and rites 


were required in offering a victim? 

T. It was to be without blemiſh. 
It was to be brought 
of the tabernacle. The hand was 
to be laid on the head, in a V- - 
fering, to ſigniſy that all the crimes, 
for Which that victim was to be 
offered, were to be transferred 
upon the bead thereof. Then its 
throat was to be cut, either by 
the prieſt, or by thoſe, that of- 
fered the victim; and the prieſt 
Was to ſprinkle the horns of the 
altar of burnt-offerings with the 
blood thereof; but the remainder 
of the blood was to be poured out 
at. the foot of the altar of burnt- 
offerings. The fatteſt parts of the 
victim was made to evaporate on 
the altar, and the ſkin and the 
geſh thereof, when ſacrificed for 
fin, were appropriated to the prieſts 
we; except the ſacrifice was of- 
tered for his own fin, or for the 

Whole Congregation. 

In the rite of burnt-offering the 
victim being cut in pieces, and 
the entrails thereof waſhed, they 
were ſet in order on the altar, and 
conſumed with ſire. 

- Fhe peace-offering being killed, 
| Baſes took ſome of the bload and 

mingled it with the holy oil, put- 
ting it on the tip of their right 
ear, on the thumb of their right- 


hand, and on the great toe of their | 


right foot; inculcating to them by 
this ceremony, that they ought to 
he attentive to God's voice, to 


Lord blameleſs. 


t to the door 


The Hot BIRT I explained. | 
ſtudy. the ſacred: law TY 


to. employ their hands in the ſer- 
vice of God, to be diligent-in the 


functions of their miniſtry, and to 
walk in the commandments of the 
Moſes poured the 


reſt. of the blood about the altar, 
and he ſprinkled Aaron and his ſons 
and their garments therewith, to 
purify them. 

S. How long did this form of 
conſecration laſt? 

T. Seuen- days. But then it muſt 
be remembered that the altar, the 
veſtments of the prieſts, and all 


the ſacred utenſils were ned 


in that time. 


S. Were theſe rites ordained to 
8 continued. 


T. Nes: all the s ucceſſors of 


Aaron were to have the ſame form 


of conſecration. | 

S. Was. this prieſthood heredi- 
tary in the family of Aaron? 

T. Yes: And it was never in- 
terrupted, but in times of oppreſ- 
ſion and violence. 


S. Did not God ſet apart the 


whole tribe of Levi to officiate 1 in 
the tabernacle ? 

T. Yes: but to underſtand this 
wpaintmast rightly ; it muſt be 
obſerved, that the tribe of Levi 
5 of three chief branches, 
and Merari. Now the Iriefthood 
was 'given only to the. family of 
Aaron, which was a ſmall branch 
of Kohath : and all the other parts 
of the tribe of Levi remained in 
the common rank of Levites, and 
were only admitted to the inferior 
ſunctions of the miniſtry, and were 
always ſubject to and dependent 


on the prieſts, both in the taber- 


nacle and in the templeQ. 
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S. Why did God ſelect the Le- 


vites for ſacred functions, or to be 


his own tribe? 


- T. Inſtead of the. firſt· born of 


uf ael, whom God had ſpared, 
when, his angel deſtroyed the firſt- 
born of Egypt, _ 


S. Wi rites were obſerved in 


the conſecration. of the Levites ? 


7. They were not ſo ſolemn as 


in that of the prieſts: they enter- 


ed upon the eaſieſt functions of 
their miniſtry at the age of 25, and 
upon the moſt laborious at 30. 

When they were arrived at 50, 
they were either ſuperceeded or 
excuſed from thoſe offices that re- 
quired ſtrength or vigour.— They 
at their conſecration were waſhed 
with the fame water, as was ufed 
in the caſe of leproſy, or of one 
polluted by touching a dead body. 
Their hair was ſhaved, as that of 
the lepers and 1 after 
their recovery from the leproſy, 
or after the defilement of a corpſe. 

The children of J rael, or chief of 
their families, laid their hands upon 
the Levites, teſtifying thereby, that 
they ſubſtituted the Levites, as God 
was pleaſed to accept them, in the 
ſtead of the firſt born. Then there 
were two ſacrifices offered, one for 


the fins of all thoſe that were con- 


ſecrated to divine ſervice; and-the 
other for a burnt-offering. They 


whom Moſes conſecrated were two 
and twenty thouſand Levites. 


S. Were not theſe'rites and cere- 


.monies taken from the Egyptians ? 


T7. No. It was their poſitive 


command not to do any thing to 


reſemble either the Egyptians or Ca- 

naanites : and the Hraelites had fo 
cautiouſly kept this command, that 
Facitus expreſsly remarks, that their 


religious rites were ſo contrary to 
all the world belides ; that, what 
in others was me/? ſacred, they ac- 
counted prophane ; and allowed as 
lawful, what other nations were 
wont. to abominate ; which teſti- 
monies ought to weigh againſt all 
chimerical allufions, which advance 
the contrary. 

S. How did God ſhew his ap- 
probation of the manner by which 
Wiſes conſecrated Aaron 2 

T. The firſt acts of his prieflly 
office were confirmed by a miracle. 
He offered a ſacrifice, and there 
came a fire out from the Lord, who 
was in the pillar of fire, and con- 
ſumed his firſt victim, which con- 
vinced the 1/raelites of the divine 
inſtitution of his miniſtry. 

S. What became of that mira- 
culous fire? | 

7. It was by divine command 
kept perpetually burning, and or- 
dered to be uſed in their ſacrifices ; 3 
and, as the children of /frae jour- 
ney , it was preſerved in a portable 
conſervatory made on purpoſe; as 
may be juſtly inferred from the in- 
junction of removing the aſhes from 
off the altar, and ſpreading a purple 
claath over it, when the altar was 
mov This fire continued till 
the c ptivity of Babylon. 

S. Did the Uraelites obey theſe 
injunctions? 

7. They demonſtrated their ap- 
probation and joy, with loud ſboutg 
and acclamations but Nadab and 
Abibu, ſons of Aaron, attempting 
to offer incenſe with other fire unto 
the Lord, were ſtruck dead with a 
ſuſfecating flame, which darted thro? 
their wards, without damaging 
their bodies or garments. And, 
again, a blaſphemer was, by God's 


expreſs 
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expreſs command, ſtoned: and a 
man was put to death for gathering 
ſticks on the ſabbath-day, contrary 
to the law of God. 

Vet this ſeverity did not produce 


in the Hraelites a true ſubmiſſion to 


the divine will; for they provoked 
the Almighty fo much with their 
complaints, that he conſumed ma- 
ny of them with a miraculous fire, 
which the prayers of N 4 did 
Fe, quench, _ 


S. Did the pillar over the taber- 
nacle guide the Hraelites, as ĩt had 
done before? 

7. Ves: with this farther ad- 


vantage, that it became a fonal 
for them, when to march, and 


when to reſt; for, when the cloud 


was taken up Flom over the taber- 


nacle, the children of rue! jour- 


ney'd ; but if the cloud was not 
taken up, they Journey'd not until 
it was. 


of the travels and. number 7 the Iſraelites that marched from 


Horeb, under ibe conduct of Moles. 


Of the cloudy and fiery 


pillar. Of the frequent murmurings and idolatries of the II- 


raelites in ibe wilderneſs. 


The puniſhment of Miriam. Of 4be 


i report of the 5 that were ſent into the land of Canaan. 
heir repulſe by the Canaanites, &c. Of the rebellion and 


b puniſhment 'of Corah, &c. 


Of the death of Aaron, and the 
conſecration of Eleazar bis ſon. 


: Hormah. Obe fiery and brazen ſerpent. 


Of the battle and victory at 
Their victoria 


oder the. Amorites, the Moabites, and Midianites. The 
plagus ſtopi by Phineas. The propbecy of Balaam. . The num- 


Bering of the Iſraelites hy Moſes. 
be maintenance of the Levites. 


on ibe Eaſt of Jordan. 


The law of inheritance. 
Jo tribes and a-half fettled 


Several pathetic ſpeeches by Moſes 


tothe” elders and people, before be Hef gwa bis  Commſſior on 10 
| s Lis death 1 character. 


HEN did ho Fr 
decamp from before Sinai? 
7. Soon after the. feaſt of the 


Paſſeuer, which God: had appointed 
to be renew d, after the dedication 


of the tabernacle, and the conſe · 
gration of Aaron and his ſons. 


8. 130 what number were they 
increaſed at this time? WR 


Upon a general muſter, 


which God commanded Maoſes to 


make by Aaron, and other princi- 
pal men, of each ttibe one, there 
were number'd 603, 555 men fit 

3. 346.69 . 
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to bear arms from twenty and up- 


wards, without including the 


22,000 Levites ; to which, if we 
add thoſe that might have: died in 
the journey, thoſe killed in the 
battle with the 4malekites, and the 
3000 ſlain for worſhipping the gol- 
den calf, it may be eaſy to calcu- 
late the vaſt increaſe of this people, 
in a little more than a year from 


their coming out of Egypt. 


S. In what manner were they 


| diſpoſed in their camp? 


T. Under four large battalions, 


ſo placed as to incloſe the taber- 


nacle ; on the Zaft fide of which 


was pitched the camp of Judah, 


whole ſtandard was a lion; and it 


conſiſted of the tribes of Judab, 1/- 


ſachar, and Zebulun. The camp 


of Reuben, whoſe ſtandard was a 


man's head, contain'd the tribes of 


Reuben, Simeon, and Gad, and 
made the South fide of the taberna- 
cle. Thecampof Ephraim, whoſe 
ſtandard was an ex, and contain'd 
the - tribes of Ephraim, Manaſſeh, 
and Benjamin, was placed on the 
And on the North ſide 
ſtood the camp of Dan, Nephthali 
and Aſber, whoſe ſtandard bore an 
eagle, with a ſerpent in its talons. 

S. Can there be any reaſon aſ- 
ſign'd for the devices of theſe ſtan- 
dards ? 

T. Yes: becauſe theſe four are 
generally accounted the moſt perfect 
The lian is the king of 
wild beaſts ; the ox is the chief a- 


mong beaſts of labour; the eagle 


is the moſt noble among birds; 


and all creatures are ſubject to 


man, 


S. Where did the priefts and + Fo 


vites pitch their tents ? 


T. Moſes and Aaron, and Aaron's 
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ſons, encamped on the Eaſt fide. 

The Levites, that deſcended from 
Kohath, the ſon of Levi, ſettled on 
the South fide. The Levites, de- 
ſcended from Levi's . eldeſt fon, - 
Gerſhon, were on the Weſt fide. 
And the Levites, deſcended - from 
Merari, Levi's youngeſt fon, were 
placed on the Nerth ſide of the ta- 
bernacle. | 

S. On what day did the [/rae- 
lites decamp from Sinai? f 

T, On the 20th day of the 2d 
month in their ſecond year after 
their coming out of Zgypt, having 
continued eleven months in that 
ſtation, when the pillar of the cloud 
gave the ſignal to decamp. . 

S. In what manner did they 
march? _ 

T. When the pillar of the cloud. 
was taken up from the tabernacle, 
the trumpet ſounded the march ; 
and immediately thoſe ncaa 
under the ſtandard of Judah ſet for- 
ward; and the tabernacle and its 
appurtinances being taken down, 
and attended by the Gerſbonites and 
Mierarites, followed in waggons. 
Then the trumpet gave notice to 
the camp of Reuben to advance, who. 
were followed by the Nehathites, 
who carried the ſanctuary upon their 
ſhoulders: Next marched the ſtan- 
dard of Ephraim ; and the camp of 
Dan brought up the rear. 

S. How did the Hraelites behave. 
after they left Sinai? | 

7. In three days time they forgot 


the mercies of God, pretended. to 


be fatigued with their journey, and 


by their murmurings provoked: the 


Lord, to deftroy with lightning, 
thoſe that loitered behind; from 
whence that place was by Moſes. 
called Taberah, or burning. 

S, What 


. 


What did Moſes on this oc- 
caſion 8 ry 


J. He intreated God, and the 

2 ceaſed. But perceiving there 
was no end of this people's ſtubborn- 
neſs and diſcontent, he, by God's 


immediate direction, erects a ſu- 


* 
4 


preme court of ſeventy elders, by 


the affiftance of whofe wiſdom and 
integrity he might be the more 
capable of teſtraining the licentiouſ- 
neſs of that ſo numerous, and fo 
mutinous a people, 

F. How did it appear that Mo- 
fes made this choice by God's ap- 
pointment? 
T. God imparted to them all 
a portion of the ſame ſpirit, that 
he had given unto Moſes, to enable 
them to decide all weighty and dif. 
ficults points; and to determine laſt 
appeals, which hitherto had been 
reſerved to Moſes alone. 

S. Did this management prevent 
future diſcontents and mutinies ? 

T. No: For they were no 
ſooner removed from Taberab, than 
we find them murmuring at the 
manna, regretting their loſs of the 
 fieſb-pots of Egypt 3- and, in a tu- 
multuous manner, demanding fleſb 
from Moſes. But God punithed 


their lu and concupi/cence, by ſend- 


ing them ſuch quantities of guaz/s, 
that they eat of them ſo greedily, as 
many died of the ſurſeit; where- 

fore Moſes called that place Ki- 


broth- Haltaavah, or the graves of 


gluttonaus people; where they ſtay'd 
a little more than a'month. 

S.- What ſort of birds were theſe 
quails ? | 


T. With us they are very excel- 


lent food: but, it is ſaid, that thoſe 
in Arabia Felix are much more de- 
licious; and are ſo fat and tender, 


\ 
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that ſome authors pretend that they 
have neither Bones, vems, nor f. 
news, reſembling our wood-peckers 
and ortolans, | | 
S. Where did they march to next? 
T. To Huzeroth. where, mak- 
ing a confiderable ſtay, Miriam, 
the fiſter of Moſes, prevails with 
Aaron to join with her apainft A- 
ſes their brother. | 
S. What was the occafion of this 
ſedition ? Os OO ES} 
T. Heobab, the brother of N- 


fes's wife, had left his father's houſe; 


and joining himſelf to the retinue 
of Miſes, Miriam and Aaron grew 
jealous, that Maſes was too much 
ſwayed in all his councils 'by his 
wife, and her brother Hobab. And 
eſpecially, they, ſuppoſing that the 
late choice of the ſeventy elders for 
a ſupreme court was according to 
their advice, were diſcontented, 
that they had not been conſulted in 
that nomination, Conſequently, 
to expreſs their reſentment 'the 
more bitterly, they now quarrelled 


with Moſes for marrying an Arabian 


woman; and endeavoured to per- 
ſuade the people, that they them- 
ſelves were prophets, in no reſpec̃t 
inferior to Moſes. : 

S. What faid Moſes to this? 

. Miſes ſaid nothing; but the 
Lord thought proper to convince 
them of their folly and diſobedience, 
by a ſevere puniſhment, He call'd 
to Aaron and Miriam out of 'the 
cloudy pillar; and, when they 
were come before the door of the 
tabernacle, he reproved their inſo- 
lence ; and, having confirmed A- 
ſes's ſuperiority, and preheminence 
among the prophets, God ſtruck 
Miriam with leproſy; and the glory of 
the Lord withdrew out of fight, till 

Miriam 
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with God face to face, 


Of Miran s Leproſy and its Cure. 


Afiriam was removed ſrom before 
the tabernacle out of the camp. 
Nor was ſhe reſtored, till Maſes was 
intreated by Aaron to pray the Lord 
to. forgive their fin; and ſhi, by 
God's appointment, "bad continued 
ſeven days without the camp, in a 
ſtate of repentance and humiliation, 
to deter others from the like ſedi- 
tious practices. 

S. In what did the Srtheininence 
of Maoſes above other hs DE con- 
ſift ? 

T. God always ſpoke to . ſes 
by himſelf, but to other prophets 
by ſome angel. Other prophets 
received their knowledge in viſions 
and dreams; but Moſes diſcourſed 
as one 
friend talks with another. Moſes 
was never terrified nor fatigued 
by his intercourſes with God ; but 
other prophets were generally after 
a viſion left ſo feeble and weak, 
that they could ſcarce ſtand upon 
their feet. And again, Moſes a- 
lone, of all the prophets, was per- 
mitted to have recourſe to God at 
any time, to enquire of him, and 
to receive an anſwer; for God 
communicated his mind to other 
prophets only at ſuch times as he 
thought proper. 

S. What was the leprofy ? 

7. It was a diſeaſe known by an 
outward ſwelling, a pimple, a 
white ſpot, bright and ſomewhat 
reddiſh, and by the hair of the. 
place affected, being of a pale red. 


Leproſies, and other diſeaſes, 


which have any relation to it, are 
cauſed by an infinite number of 
{mall ĩmperceptable worms, which 
creep in between the {kin and the 
fclh, and gnaw the Epidermis and 
Cuticula ; and afterwards the ex- 
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tremity of the nerves, muſcles, and 
fleſh. Yet, tho' Miriam's leprofy 
was Ridden and inſtantaneous, it 
was effected in the ſame manner, 
the infinity of ſmall, imperceprible 
worms, obeying the immediate 
command 'of God, to execute his 
juſtice. The juices of her body 
were not corrupted by a gradeal 


decay, but they were turned at 


once into thoſe corroding animals. 
S. How was Miriam cured of 


her leproſy ? 


7. As the was afflicted in a mi- 
raculous manner, fo ſhe was cured 
by a miracle: For, having been 
excluded from the converſation of 
her people, according to the law cf 
lepers, the preſented herfelf to the 
prieſt, at the end of ſeven days, 
who was impowered to examine, 
and to know whether the kper was 
cleanſed or not ; and the, during 
this time, having repented of the 
crime ſhe had committed, was, 
upon his declaration, made whole 
of her nauſeous infirmity. 

S. What was to be done after the 
prieſt had pronounced a leper clean? 

7. The cured perfon went up to 
the temple, took two pure birds, 


made a Whiſp of a branch of cedar, 


and another of hy ſop tied together 
with a ſcarlet woollen binder. Then 
one of the birds being faſten'd alive 
to ihe whiſp, the cured leper kill'd 
the other bird, and Tet the blood of 
it run into a velſe] of water. —Af- 
terwards the prieſt, dipping both 
birds into the bloody water, fprink- 


led the leper therewith, and let go 
the live bird, which was a token of 


the cure, We a permiſſion of the 
leper's return into the ſociety of 
the healthy, and to the 2 of facred 
things, 
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S. When did the 1/rae/ites de- 
camp from Hazeroth? ._-- 
T. Not till Airiam was return- 
ed into the camp, and declared 


whole of her leproſy. And then 
the pillar of the cloud giving the 


ſignal, they followed it thro” the 
deſart of Param; and after many 
. encampments arrived at Kadeſb- 
Barnea, on the borders of Canaan. 

S. Did they from hence paſs 
immediately into the land F pro- 
miſe. Cr 
T. No: and not. till about 38 
years after. For, Moſes having ſent 


twelve ſpies into the land of Ca- 


naan, with orders to examine dili- 

ently into the ſtrength, nature, 
and fertility of that country, and its 
inhabitants, the people were filled 
with ſuch a pannick at the cowardly 
report, which ten of them brought 
back of their fortified towns, and 
of the ſtrength and gigantik ſta- 
ture of the inhabitants, that nei- 
ther the encouraging account of 
| ofhua and Caleb; 


the other two, 7 ö 
nor the ſight of the rich and deli- 
cious fruits, grapes, figs, and pome- 
granates, could prevail with them 
to attempt its conqueſt. But di- 
ſtruſting the veracity and goodneſs 


of God, and forgetting what great 


things he had done for them, they 
reſolved to chooſe themſelves a new 


leader, and to return back to Egypt: 


and they had ſtoned Jaſbua and Ca- 


leb, for adviſing the contrary, had 


not God miraculouſly interpoſed. . 
S. How did God interpoſe? 

J. Moſes and Aaron juſtly fear- 

ing that God would preſently pu- 


niſh this their infidelity, by deſtroy- 


ing all thoſe that were guilty, fell 
on their faces to deprecate his diſ- 


pleaſure. And the glory of the Lord, 
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which reſided within the moſt Ho- 


Ln Cooks 


ly over the mercy ſeat, came out, 
and in a brighter luſtre than ordi- 
nary, appeared over the taberna- 
cle ; and from thence God ſpake 
ſuch threats againft that cowardly 
and unbelieving people, that had 
not Moſes averted this judgment 
by his interceſſion, he would have 
conſumed them in an inſtant. Yet 
though God was intreated to ſpare 
the lives of the people; he made 
them ſenſible of his might and of 
his diſpleaſure, by deſtroying the 
ten men with ſudden death, who 
were the authors of that bad re- 
port, which cauſed them to mur- 


mur; and by decreeing that none of 


that generation, who were above 20 
years old, ſhould enter into the land 
of Promiſe ; but that they ſhould 


wander from place to place, in the 


wilderneſs, for the ſpace of forty 
years, including the time they had 


already ſpent. 

S. Did not this turn the humours 
of the people? | 

T. Yes: but they chuſing rather 
to follow their own council, than 
to execute God's commands, and 
thinking that they could attone for 
their former cowardice by a. pre- 
ſumptuous forwardneſs, they aſ- 
ſembled next morning; and, not- 
withſtanding Moſes both told them 
it, was contrary to God's expreſs 
command, and fet forth the ine- 
vitable danger that muſt neceſſa- 
rily attend ſo raſh an attempt; 


When by their undutiful behaviour 


they had forfeited God's aſſiſtance 


and protection; and the Zmaletites 


and Canganites had already, thro? 
their delay, got poſſeſſion of the 
paſſages of the mountains; they 
marched without either the 4r# of 
RNs the 
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ſes after this ? 
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the covenants and without "je, 
their captain, - 

S. How did my fuceved i in 5 
expedition pitt 

7. They, as Moſes bad Pry 
them, met the enemy at the paſ- 
ſes; and being entirely routed, thoſe 
that eſcaped the ſword were pur- 
ſued as fur as Hormah, a place 
in the ſouth borders of Canaan; 
but conſiderably more eaſtward, 
than the place where the fight - 
firſt began. This place was: call- 
ed Hormab, or à deſttuttion, or 
great laughter; from the deſtruc- 
tion that was now made of the pre- 
ſumptious Hraelites. 

S. What became of the Bee. 
daes after this defeat 
T. The {pillar of the cloud gave 
the /ignal, = led them from Ka- 
ket rnea, back into the deſart 
towards the red-/ea; and after 
eighteen ſeveral removes, chiefly a- 
bout the mountains of Idumea, they 
returned again, in about 38 years, 


to near this ſame Kadeſh- Barnea.” 


S. Were they obedient to Mo- 


OT. N ;:i:for, VE Se oh A great 


Cds of Levi, whoſe pride in- 
famed him with an ambitious at- 


tempt to ſeize upon the govern- 


ment, and the prieſthood, raiſed ſuch 


a faction againſt Moſes and Aaron, 


as gave great diſquiet to Iſrael. He 
under a pretence of birth-right, 
engaged Dathan and Abiram, of 
the tribe of Reuben, to aſſume the 


civil government; and himſelf with 


250 Levites more, invaded the 
prieſt's office. 


But they had no 
ſooner ſet fire to the incenſe in'their 
cenſors, than God, to vindicate his 


own choice of officers and gover- 


mrs, commanded: the earth, and 


it opened and ſwallowed up alive 
both Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, 


with thein good, and ag; many of 


their families, as had joined in their 
treaſons and uſurpations: and the 
two hundred and fifty who. joined 


them were deſtroyed by fire from 


heaven. LIES > 

FS. How did the neople, behave 
after this token of divine Fen» 
geance? . 

7. They, the very next day, ac- 
cuſed Moſes and Aaron, for having 
murdered the people of the Lord, as 
they ſtiled that ſeditious crew. But 
Moſes and Aaron being retired into 
the tabernacle for ſanctuary, from 
their outrage and fury, God im- 


mediately appeared in his glory; 3 


and, though at the requeſt of his 
. he forbore his reſolution 
to conſume ALL. the mut;neers in a 
moment, vengeance went forth, and 


the peſtilence cut off | fourteen thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred in a very ſhort 


ſpace, before Aaron by the direc- 
tion of Mioſes could take, fire in his 
cenſor from the altar, and run with 
it into the camp. 

S. How was God's vengeance 
aſſwaged on this occaſion,? 

7. Aaron being arrived in the 
camp, ſtood between the living and 
the dead, and prayed for them, and 
the plague ceaſed. 


this dreadful manner? 
T. To declare his reſolution to 
defend and protect thoſe righteous 


governors, which he . over. his 


3 NY 
Were there any more ſuch 


Abe afterwards amongſt them? 


T. No: for to put an end to 
all diſputes about the government, 
of * ang the prieſthood. of 


S. Why did God proceed in 


. 
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Aaron, God ordered Moſes to take 
a rod from each tribe, and to write 
upon it the name of the tribe to 
which it belonged, and to write 
the name of Aaron on the rod of 
the tribe of Levi; and to lay them 
all up in the tabernacle before the 
ar of the teſtimony; declaring, that 
he would chuſe the man whoſe rod 
ſhould” bloſſom. And when Moſes 
had done this in the preſence of 
the people; giving each man the 
rod of "that" tribe ts which it be- 
longed; the rod of Aaron not only 
bloſſomed, but bare rip almonds. 
By which' miracle, God gave 2 
convincing proof of his choice of 
Aaron to the pris office; after 
this we hear 0 no more diſputes 
about the prieſtly office, and God 
commanded that none but the 
ſons of Haren ſhould thencefor- 
ward come into the neee un- 
der pain of death. K 

'8. What became of this rod of 
AEST © 
1 ws kept far's 3 

and laid up before the ark of che 
tabernacle. 

8. What were theſe rods? 

T. They were twigs cut off an 
almond-trec; and it is very proba- 
ble, that they were all cut off one 
tree, to prevent any ſuſpicion of 
9 or deceit. 

If God puniſhed theſe ſo 5 
verely that broke his laws, and op- 
poſed his conftitutions among the 
Ifraelites, How is the change of 
the Fewiſh religion to the Chriſtian 
conſiſtent with the e na- 
ture of God? 

T. In the firſt place, as all the 
ceremonial inſtitutions in the Jew:/h 
worſhip, prefigured:the perſon and 

tranſactions of our bleſſed Saviour; 


De Hovy: Ba'f Lm exhlained. 


ſo. they could never be: Bo (LOOT 
the ſight of God, any otherwiſe, 
than as they promoted that end, 
and prepared men's minds for the 
reception of à more perfect inſti- 
tution of religion: conſequently, 
whenever this more perfect inſtitu- 
tion ſhould be ſettled, the former 
and more imperſect muſt: ceaſe, in 
courſe.—So that notwithſtanding, 
the effence of religion is eternally 
and immutably the ſame; the form 
and-:n/tatution: of it, may be, and 
often has been changed. 

The eſſence of religion te ue | 
foberly, r1ghteouſly, and godly in this 
preſent world; but when the na- 
turakreligion by reaſon. of its great 
obſcurity, in this corrupt ſtate of 
human nature, proved ineffectual 
to make men truly religious, God 
left them no longer to the 


of their reaſon only, but gave them 


firſt the Patriarchal, and then the 
Meſaic diſpenſation; and when its 
ritual obſervances rendered this lat- 
ter ineffeQtual 'to that great end, 
God aboliſhed the Jeiſb form of 
religion alſo, and inſtituted. the 
Chriſtian. But in all theſe pro- 
ceedings there is no reflection at 
all on the immutable nature of God. | 
For, as the divine nature is, in 
the trueſt and higheſt ſenſe, un- 
changeable; ſo elit itſelf is, in 
its own nature and eſſence, like- 
wiſe anchangeable : but as the ca- 
pacities, prejudices, and circum- 
ſtances of men are different, ſo the 
inſtitution and outward form of 
that religion, which in its e//ence 


is always the ſame, may with the 


good pleaſure of God be changed; 
even as a careful nurſe adapts the 
diet to the ſtrength and conſtitution 
of the perſon the attends. _ 

' Did 


The Is RA LIT ES murmer for want of Water. 


F. Did God make good his judg- 
ment, that none above 20 years old, 
at the time of the Ifr aelites rebellion 
in the matter of Corab HOW enter 
into the land of promiſe © WIE 

2. Fes: for, after he had HY 
raſſed them many years in the wil - 
derxneſs, and they continued fre- 
quently .tg. provoke. him by their 
murmurings and idolatries; God, 

at laſt, by ſhoxtening the period of 
Hg life, took away almoſt all 
that;gengration,, of whom he bad 
ſiuonn in hic wrath, that they ſhould 
not enter. into his reſt ; and the re- 
mainder, in all probability, fell by 
the ſword of the king of Arad, af- 
ter. were come into the wil- 
derneſs of Zin; which happened in 


the firſt month of the fortieth year, 


* had been in the wilderneſs. 
Where did they * theit 
tents? 

7. Near another city, called 
Kadeh. 


coming to this camp? 

F. Here Miriam died: "I Mo- 
ſes and Aaron, were empowered 
again by God to bring water, by 
his command, out of a rock to 


ſupply the wants, and to convince 


this ne generation of 7/raetites of 
his divine power and care of them; 
whe like their fore-fathers, were 


ready to mutiny upon every little 


difficulty, and now upon 4 ſcar- 
city, of Water had even begun to 
accoſt Moſes and Aaron in a very 
rude and mutinous manner; wiſh- 
ing rather, that they had been 
ſtruck dead, when their btethren 
ſuffered the divine vengeance, than 
now to be killed by ſuch a lingering 
death, as is cauſed by thir/t. 

S. Did Moſes and Aaron do as 
the nas commanded ? 
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7. Ves: but the water not follow - 
ing the firſt ſtroke, thoſe two bro- 
thets ſeemed to ſtagget in their be- 
lief; and Moſes ſtruck a ſecond time 
wherefore God ſhewed his diſlike 
of their unadviſed miſtruſt,” by de- 
claring to them both, that neither 
of them ſhould live to bring tho 
Iſraelites into the land of Candun 3 
becauſe they had in this affair 
acted ſo, as was not proper or con- 
ducive, openly to aſſert him to be 
the HoLY ONE of Iſrael. 

S. What did. o/es call this 
place where he offended God? 
aiia The Meribah- Kadefo, of. Meri- 
bah near Kadeſb, in the wilderneſs 
of Zin, which. is on the ſouth-eaſt 
border of Edam. ++ 7 

S. What did Moſes after this 
chiding of the Lord Þ - 

T. He ſent meilcagers to pray | 
the King of Edom, Who was de- 
ſcended from Eſau, Jarob's bros 


ther, to permit the ¶faelites, Fas 
S. What happened after their 


cob's offspring, | to let them paſs 
through his country to invade Ca- 
naan, it being the neareſt road, 
from their camp at add. 

S. Did the King of Edom con- 
ſent to their requeſt 

T. No: for, though Moſes: pro- 
miſed to do the Edomites no da- 
mage, and to pay them for all 
neceſſaries, the king with the ad- 
vice and conſent of his council 
and people, did both then, and on 
a ſecond meſſage with the ſame 
requeſt, deny them a free paſſage; 
and, not only threatened with all 
his might to oppoſe any mo 
to force it ; but he actually. 
himſelf into a poſture: of e 
and marched a powerful army to- 


Wards his borders; tho' che EA 


mites refuſed not to furniſn the / 
12 raelites- 


4 16 
roelites at their camp with all ne- | 
ceſſaries for their ready money. 

S. Which way did *Mofes lead 


his people after this' diſappoint- 
ment? 


. Being ſupplied with all ne- 


celldrits:; God directed them to 
turn off towards mount Fr, which 
is ſtill on the edge of Edom, but 
more to the north-eaſl than Kadeſb, 


and part of that diſtrict, which in 


after times was called mount Seir. 
S. What happened at mount 
Hr £ 
T. God told . o/es that 7 
ſhould die on this mount, for the 
reaſon. above-mentioned ; and di- 
rected him to carry Aaron dreſſed 
in his prieſtly robes, and Eleazar 
his ſon up into the mount, and 
there having ſtript off the ſaid robes 
and put them upon Eliazar, and 
appointed him the high prieſt in- 
ſtead of his father, eee, and Bur. 
_ zar buried Aaron. 


S. Hom did a.. b this 
acids the people? Mn 2+ 


T. He brought 8 en 


| into the camp robed with the gar- 
ments of the high prieft's office ;- and 
Moſes having preſented him in the 
name of the Lord, and ſignified the 
death of Aaron, they received Elea- 
⁊ar, and mourned 30 days fer the 
death of Aaron. — But they never 
knew the place of his interment. 
F. How old was uren? 
T. He was 123. 
S. How long did the flu 
Nay in this camp? x ic 
: Fe: Somewhat more. than: thirty 
ays 


$. Which way did they march 


from A 
7. They ſtill took the rout-eaſt- 
ward towards the paſſage, by which 
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the ſpies formerly had enter'd into 
the land of Canaan. But their in- 
tentions being ſoon diſcovered; by 
the how” of thoſe borders, called 
Arad, he marched againſt" them 
with all his forces, and ſurprizing 
the ſkirts of their camp; he took 
ſome of the Iſraelites priſoners, be- 
fore they had entirely «ff the on- 
fines of mount Hr. 

S. What did the dali, on 
this defeat. ' 
T. They were ſomewimratrald; 3 
but having prayed | and vowed unto 
the Lord, in order to engage his 
divine aid, they rallied; afd over- 
came them; and” never” ceaſed till 
they had utterly deſtroyed a. 5 
S. What did they vow? 5 

7. That they would reſerve hows 
of the plunder to their dwn uſe, 
but that they would devote al to 
deſtruction. 

S. Where was this vidfory 5 
tained ? 

T: Moſes, called the place te, 
which ſignifies utter deſtrułt inn. 

S. D they enter now into Ce 
naſe a 

Te. No: God git led that wore 
to the '2aft, that they might not 
give any umbrage to, nor have any 
conteſt with the Edomites, who were 


then a powerful people; but the 
length of their journey, the nar- 


rowneſs of the paſſes, the barren- 


neſs of the country, and the ſcar- 
city of vrovifions;! ſet 'them again 


a repining and murmuring againſt 
Moſes, and againſt God. Which 
ſo provoked the Lord, that he 
plagued and killed many of them 
with great ſwarms of fiery or wing- 
ed ſerpents, or the Hyuræ; they are 
ſhort and ſpotted with disers eo- 
lours, and have" WR tis ou ne 
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of a bat. And though theſe crea- 
tures are common in Egypt and 


Arabia; providence has fo ordered 


that ſuch a noxious animal ſhall 
not increaſe as the other ſerpents 
do; but that the female after co- 


pulation, always kills the male, and 


the young ones, as ſoon as they are 
hatched, kill their mother. | 

§. How long did God continue 
this judgment upon them? 

T. Till they were ſenſible of Guis 
erime, confeſſed their fault, and 
Moſes had offered up their humilia- 
tion, and intreated the Lord to for- 


give them, 


S8. What did 1 Lord 2uliber 


unto Maſes ? 

T. He commanded Mur te caſt 
a brazen ſerpent of the ſame ſize 
and ſhape of thoſe, by which they 
had been plagued, and to fix it on 
a pole that all the camp might ſee 


it. And he promiſed, that who- 


ever thenceforward ſhould be bit- 
ten by one of thoſe winged ſerpents, 
and looked up to the brazen one, 
ſhould be healed, in conſequence of 
their truſt in God. 


S. How long did the af. "2c" 
preſerve thi ſerpent ? 


T. The brazen ſerpent continued 


among the Jews above ſeven hun- 


dred years: but when Fezekiah, 
king of Fudah, obſerved that the 


people. paid incenſe and adoration 


to it, he cauſed it to be broken to 
pieces, and called it Nehuſbtany or 


a brazen bawble or trifle, by Way of 


contempt. 

S$. What was the name of the 
place where Maſes caſt this ſerpent ? 

T. It was called Zaimonab: 3 fo 
called from this event. 

S. What rout did he red 


: take f from this place ? 


7. From Zalmonah they marched 
unto Punon, thence to Oboth: from 
Oboth to ein, why lies on 
* eaſt of Moab,” 
S. How did bey proceed aſter 
wards ? | 

T. It is crodable, that Moſes in- 
men here to have attacked Moab ; 


dut being commanded of God, not 


to do any damage to, nor to uſe any 
hoſtility towards the Maabites, he 
led them to the valley of Zared, 
and from thence to the ſouth ſide 
of the river Arnon, which runs be- 
tween, and bounds the countries 
of Maab and the Amorites, that 
dwelt on the e of Jordan; and 
now were paſſed thirty eight years 
from their coming from Kade 
Barnea. Their next encampment 
was on the extremity of the wilder- 
neſs, which laid before Moab, at 
a place called Beer, on account of 
God's miraculous ſupply ' of water 
by wells, that were made only by 
the ſtaves of Moſes, and of the re 
thruſt into the ground, at his com- 
mand. And here it may be re- 
marked, that this was the firſt time 
the people had not murmured, 

when they wanted water; and their 
firſt ſincere token of their thank= 


fulneſs to God, for his great mer- 


cies. From hence they journeyed. 
to Adattanah, Nabaliel, Bamoth, the 
valley that is by the country of Moab, 
and ſo to Piſgah, which is a high 
mountain, which looks towards. 
Jeſbimon, or the wilderneſs of Rede- 
moth, 

S. What happened during the 
encampment at the foot of mount 
Piſgah : ? | 

T. They now were arrived on 
the borders of the Amorites, whom 
God had commanded them to de- 
1 ory z 
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ſtroy: But to take away all cauſe of 


_- - complaint, as if they had not been 
+ honourably and fairly dealt with, 
und that the equity and righteouſ- 
dels of God's proceeding with a 


prince of ſo ſavage and obſtinate 2 
nature, might appear in a ſtrong- 
er light, when the conſequence of 
his refuſing a free paſſage to the / 
raelites, and bringing his army into 
the field againſt them, ſhould hap- 
pen to be his own defeat and de- 
ſtruction, Moſes, though he was 

perſuaded, that gentle and amicable 
- meaſures would avail nothing, ſent 
in a moſt friendly manner ta Sibon, 
King of the Amorites, to requeſt a 
paſſage for the /fraelites over the 
ſouth-weſt corner of his country, 
| that they might reach: the river 

8 
S. What was the extent of bis 
: a | 

7. It reached from the river 
4 ſouthward, to the river Jab- 
bek northward; and from Jordan 
weſtward to the children of e 
eaſt ward. 

S. Did the Amurites yield to the 
mapa of 1frael ? 

T. No: but when S:hon (the 
common name of all the kings of 
that nation) backed his refuſal with 
hoſtilities againſt Iſrael, God ena- 
bled the 7/raelites to beat him: and, 
having gained a complete victory at 
Jabax, they put both man, wo- 
man, and child to the ſword, and 


took poſſeſſion of the royal city 


Heſhbon, and of all his country and 
cities, on both ſides Jordan; except 
the city Jaazer, and its pen 
dencies. 

S. What was the religion of the 
an rin * 

7. They were die, and 


The Ho BI BTE explained. 


worſbipped the ſan, whom they 
call Chemaſb, or Chames, and was 
the ſame as the god Hlammon, 


adored. in bia, Egypt, Arabia, 


Etbiopia, and in the Indie. 

S: From whom were the Amo- 
rites deſcended 77/7 

J. From Amorrbæus, hs 9 
fo of Canaan. At firſt they poſ- 
ſeſſed only the mountains lying to 
the weſt of the dead ſea; but they 
afterwards extended their dominion 
to the eaſt of the ſame fea, hy diſ- 
poſſeſſing the Ammonites and Moa - 
btes, from the ſettlements between 
the brooks 7abbok and Arnun. 

S. Did Moſes ſheath his ves 
after this conqueſt ? _.. 

T. No: for, having el 
Jasaer, and being informed, that 


Og, the gigantic king of Baſham; 
another Amorite, and one of thoſe 


whom God had decreed: to deſtruc- 
tion by the ſword of the {/raelites, was 
in full march to ſtop his progreſs, 
Maſes met him at Edrei, and gave 
him battle; overcame him, and 
having done unto him, as to Szhon, 
and his people, he took poſicfiion 
of his country alſo. 

8. Why » was Og called a-giant 

7. He was a giant of the race 
of the Rephaims ; his ſtature may 
be gueſſed at from the dimenſions 
of his bed, which was nine cubits, 
or. 15 feet, 4 inches 3 long, and 
four cubits, or ſix 5 ten inches 
broad. 


S. Of what extent was his coun- 


try? 

7. Baſban was part of the land 
of promiſe, which lay beyond For- 
dan, between the mountains of G:- 
hai to the eaſt; Jerdan to the weſt, 
Libanus and mount Hermon to the 
north, and the brook Jabboł to the 


ſouth. 
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ſouth; The whole kingdom took 
its name from the hill of Baſban 90 
Batanæu, as it is now called. 

S. Did Meſes 9 15 theſe 
conquered countries? | 

7. No: they were —— the 
tribes of Gad, Reuben, ane 90 boil 
the tribe of Manaſſeh. 
S. Did the camp gill continue 
at the foot of Piſgah 2 oy 

T. Ves: the women and hill 
dren, the tabernacle, and the Le- 
vites, &c. remained in the ſame 
camp during the conqueſt of the 
kingdoms of Sibon and Og, And 
from hence Moſes, having diſpoſed 
of his conqueſts, as above, marched 
to the plains of Maab, on the eaſt- 
ſide of Fordan, ov er-againſt Jericho, 
in the land of Canaan, on the weſt 
ſhore of Jordan; in which encamp- 
ment Maſes died in the light of * 
land of promiſe. 

S. How did the neighbaweing na- 
tions look upon theſe conqueſts? 

T. The Moabites were dreadfully 
affti ghtened at the ſucceſs of Ifrael, 
and perceiving their courſe to be to- 
wards the plains of Moab, endeavour- 


ed to ſtrengthen themſelves with the 


alliances of the Medianites and Am- 
monites, their neighbours. 

S. Did this grand alliance make 
any effort to ſtop their progreſs? 
T. Their firſt ſlep was, when they 

ſaw Iſrael encamped in the plains of 
Moab, to try how far the enchant- 
ments of Balaam, a noted magi- 
cian of Pethor, a city of Meſopotamia, 
near the river Euphrates, would 
go in procuring them divine aid, 
and ſo in turning the fortune of 
the war on their ſide againſt Moſes 
and his people. 

S. How did this ſcheme ſucceed ? 

T. Balak, the King of Moab, 


who was at the head of this al- 
liance, ſent to this enchanter ; „ who, 
having delivered their prefents or 
rewards of divination, told him 


the cauſe of their errand, which was 


to curſe the Iſraelites, and procure 
the divine bleſſing upon the arms 
of Moab againſt them. But God, 

in a viſion, forbad Balaam to go 
with them. Aſter the return of 
the meſſengers, Balak, ſuppoſing, 
that either ambition! or avarice had 
retarded the ſouthſayer's coming, 
ſent other more honourable meſ- 
ſengers and larger preſents. Theſe 
wrought ſo much up Balak, .. that 
notwithſtanding, God had told him 
before that the raehtes were under 
his Almighty protection, he enquires 
of God, a ſecond time; Whether he 
would let him go with them? Then 
God knowing his corrupt heart, 
gave him up to his on evil incli- 
nations, ſo far as to permit him to 
go with the meſſengers, but not to 
ſpeak any words contrary to his 


will. Balaam ſet forward to Mad, 


and it may be with an evil deſign 3 
for God, who knoweth our hearts, 
not only gave his aſs, on which 
he rode, the faculty of Speech to 
upbraid him for beating him un- 
mercifully on his journey, but open- 


ed his eyes, that he might alſo ſee an 


angel ſtanding in the way with a 
naked ſword in his hand; at which 
ſight the aſs had ſtopped. And Ba- 
laam was now ſo terrified, that he 
fell down upon his face, aſked par- 
don for his treſpaſs, and offered to 
return, provided his journey Was 
diſpleaſing to the Almighty. 

S. Did God permit him to pro- 
ceed ? 

T. Yes: but not to curſe {ſrael- 
for he had -now reſolved to make 

i. bins 
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him an instrument of his bl inp 


them. ey Hit de 
. How was Bols clas 7 


T. Balak went himſelf to receive 


bim upon the confines of his king 
dom; and, conducting him to his 
capital city, entertained him pub- 
licly with his nobles and princes the 
ſuſt day. Next morning he car- 


ried him to the high places or groves | 


upe n hills conſecrated: to Baal, or 


mity of the Ic uelitiſp camp. | 

. What did Balaam do? : Foy 

He in every place; to which 
| he was carried by Balak, ordered 
ſeven altars to be erected for facri- 
fices, under the ſuperſtitious no- 
tion of the influence of the ſeven 
Tuling ftars, which Balaam, ac- 
cording to the learning of the age 
and country in which he lived, 
might pretend to Balak to proceed 
upon in his divinations and augu- 
ries. But at the ſame time, told 
the king, that he could not curſe 
them, nay, he could not erage 
bleffing them. 

S. What did Balak ayt to this? 


told him, that by his fooliſh adhe- 
"rence to God's ſuggeſtions, he had fiah 
both abuſed him and defrauded him - 
fell. | 
S. What wap did Balaam make 


EL with Balak ? 


T. He was very oewitting to 
diſoblige one, from whom he con- 
ceived ſuch large expectations; ſo 
that he purpoſed to inform him of 


what the Iſraelites would do to his 


p ole in ſubſequent ages. But here 
the Lord exerted his power, and 
obliged him even againſt his will to 


bekow- bleiogs upon rail, and 


The Hoty'BrBre explained." 


to® propheſy, that 2 . . 
eome forth from Fateh, and a rod 
from ſrael: that it ſhould ſmite 
the chiefs of Moab, and rule over 
all the children of Seth: that 
Edom "(ould fall under its power: 

and that the Amaletiies and Kenites 
ſhould be extirpated: in fine, that 
the totlern nations, the'Greeks and 
Romans, ſhould vanquiſn the - 


or riam, deftroy- the rant ary. and pe- 
the Sun, to take a view the — 


riſh themſelves. FF 

S. Did Bloom attempt nothing | 
to the injury of the Iſraelites? 

7. Moſes records no more of — 
intercourſe ; yet he afterwards de- 
clares, that Balaam adviſed the Mi- 
dianites and Moabites, to corrupt 
the hearts of Iſrael, by the means 
of their women; who, ſays he, if 
they were ſent into their camp would 


ſoon draw them into lewdneſs and 


— 
ho was the god Baal? 

7. The ſame as Chemaſb, the god 
of the Amorites and when Peor 
is added to this name, it only ſig- 
nifies the idol Baal, worſhipped or 


ſet up at ſuch a place. 
T. He with rage commanded 


Balaam to haſte and be gone; and 


S. What did the Lord mean by 
the far in Balaam's laſt prophecy ? 
- The great and glorious Meſs 


ore What means the red from 

Tfrael 2 - 

7. The wed may the: Sb 
tranſlated @ ſcepter 2 in which ſenſe 
is prefigured king David of the 
tribe of Hrael, and of whoſe ſtock 
came the Meſſiah CHRIST.” 80 


that from this prophecy we are 
inſtructed, that David ſhould ſub- 
due all the land of Moab, and that 
Chrift by his goſpel ſhould unite 
all mank ind in one ſpiritual king- 
dom; which ſhould take away all 

former 


" 
1 q 
4 a 
n 


5 and Gentile. 37: 0 


F Ziuxr, Corn; and PHINEAS. 


former n —— Jeu 


S. Did the names — Greets and 
Romans exiſt at that time? 

F. No: but as the word Chittim; 
or Nittim, which the ſacred text 
makes uſe of, ſignifies the deſcen- 
dents of one Keth, the ſon: of Ja- 


van and grandſon of Fapheth, from 


whom the Macedonians and Romans 
took their original; ſo the event 
ſhews that, though thoſe names of 
Greeks and Romani: were not then 


* ” Known, the prophet by mention- 


ing the name, that included the 
nations where the Greeks and Ro- 


mant ſhould afterwards [eſtabliſh 
their dominion, intended to declare 


to that generation that an Alexander 
ſhould riſe out of Macedonia, who 
would overthrow the Per/ian, which 
alſo included the Arian empire; 
and that the Roman empire would 
put a full end to the Fewi/h ſtate, 
as it happened under the command 
of Titus and Veſpaſian. 

S. Did the Moabites and Mas- 
nites do as Balaam had adviſed? 

7. They immediately put it in 


execution: for, having proclaimed 


a ſolemn feaſt unto their gods, which 
was ſolemnized with muſick and 
dancing, and pompous proceſſions 
and rich drefles, and luſcious entice- 


ments among the women, they in- 


vited the Iſraelites to partake of their 
mirth. This ſtratagem, with which 
the daughters of Cain had corrupted 
the children of Seth, had its deſired 
effect: for, the 1ſraelites ſetting 
no bounds to their appetites, eat 
of the ſacrifices of Baak-peor, which 
was the ſtrongeſt act of religious 


worſhip; and being full of exceſs, 


they bowed down to the heathen 
idols; and being inwardly taken 


God to the worſhip 


judges. 
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with this idolatrous worſhip, and 


captivated by the enticements of 


the women, who were inſtructed 

to yield upon no other terms than 

conforming to their idolatry, many 

of the Iſraelites turned from _ 

of idols. 

2 What — did the 2 
s and their 3 * over the 


iter by this? 
rr None-at all : for, God. to 
prevent the increaſe of this deſection 


commanded Moſes to put all theſe 
renegadoes to death, by hanging em 
up immediately in the ſight of all the 
people. But, even during this en- 
quiry after, and mourning for thoſe 
that had joined themſelves unto 
Baal-peor, Zimri, one of the / 
raelites was ſo impudently wicked, 

that in the very ſight of Moſes and 
all the camp, he brought his darl- 
ing Cot, a Medianitiſſp woman, a. 


: monegſt them. 


8; Were not they puniſhed for 
this wickedneſs?  _. 


5T: Year Phineas; the * of the 
high prieſt Eleazar, inſpired with 


_ holy zeal for the honour of God, 


roſe up from the place of humilia- 


tion, and following them into the 


ſecret part of their tent, ſtabbed 


them both thorough their - bellies 
with a ſpear. 


S. Did God on this pals” > 
ſhew no viſible and en token 
of his anger? 

T. Ves: he deſtroyed: many of 
the offenders with a plague.) = ,. 
S. How many in all fuffered for 

this crime? 

7. Three and twenty how 
ſand died of the plague, and one 
thouſand more were executed as 
the Lord had commended the 


= S. How 


a te. 


* 


— 


. How was that act of Phineas 
known to be —— 


Lord? f n in 


7. Nir, by his ee the 
e immediately: Seconaly, God 
2 Moſes, that he would 
— Phineas and his family proſ- 
perous, and that they thould exyoy 
an everlaſting prieſibood, 
S. What uſe did the Jews make 
of this act ef zeal in future times? 
7. Upon this fact the Jews found 
whit they call he judgment of zeal, 
which authorized ſuch as were full 
of this holy fervour, in the pre- 
fence of ten men of Iſrael without 
any formal proceſs to puniſſi any 
violent offenders againſt God, his 
law, or his temple, c. It was on 
this example, that the Jetot pro- 


ceeded in their ſtoning St. Stephen, 
and in their vow to aſſaſſinate St. 


Paul. But this example of Pbi- 
neas countenances no ſuch prac- 
tices; nor can it ever be thought 
that an action, done upon an ex- 
traordinaty occaſion, by à perſon 
in publick authority moved there- 
unto by a divine impulſe, and in a 
common wealth not perfectly ſet- 
Med, can be made a precedent for 
private men, under a different ſi - 
tuation, to invade the office of the 
magiſtrate, and with enthuſiaſtical 
rage, to perſecute and kill even 
thoſe that are moſt innocent. 

S. Did the prie/thood remain for 
ever in the family of Phineas? 

T. God promiſed: him an ever- 
lafting *priefthood. But God's pro- 
miſes are always conditional, or 
with a proviſo, that man does no- 
thing to diſqualify himſelf from 
the enjoyment of fuch a promiſe. 
Again, the word everlaſting, and 
the Hike; in a general and indefi- 
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nite ſenſe; are well known to de- 

note no more than a long duration. 
Thus, the promiſe to Phineas muſt 
be underſtood with a certain limi- 
tation. For, the line of Phineas, 
having provoked the Almighty, 
who will not be mocked, by ſome 
great crime, was forced to yield 
the prieſthood to the family of Eli, 
who was deſcended from Ithamar, 
the youngeſt ſon of Aaron; but 


when the ſons of Eli made them 


ſelves vile by their wickedneſſes, 
God took the prieſthood from them 
and reſtored it to the poſterity of 
Phineas, in the days of Salomon : 
and it continued in that family 
as long as the prieſthood laſted. 

S. Did the puniſhment of this 
ſeduction extend no farther than to 
the Iſraelites? 

T. Ves: For, as: ſoom a0 God 
had been appeaſed for the ſin of 
his people, he commanded Moſes 
to veæ and to ſmite the Medianites, 
who had engaged the Moabites in 
this ſtratagem by the advice of Ba- 
laam, after the king of Moab had 
diſmiſſed him with great diſguſt. 

S. How did doſes . this 
commiſſion ? 

T. In the firſt place he took the 
number of the //rael:tes that were 
above twenty years old, fit to bear 
arms. Then he ordered a due por- 
tion of the land of Canaan, and 
of the Midianites, which God had 


promiſed to give unto them, to be 


divided to each family according 
to its numbers, and ſettled the law 
of Inheritance in reſpect to ſuch as 
have no ſons, but only daughters - 


informs the people of his own ap- 


proaching death: appoints Jeſbua 
his ſucceſſor in the government 
for the people in chief: perſuades 


n r 


this new generation to be truly re- 
ligious, as the only means to pre- 


ſerve them in the enjoyment of 


what God would give them: and 
then, when he ſaw, that all the 


ſoldiery were ready to go at his 
command to avenge them of the 
Midianites, he ſelected a thou- 


ſand only out of every tribe. And 
this was done by God's ſpecial di- 
rection, that the 1/raelites might 
be taught to rely more upon him, 
than upon the multitude of an hoſt; 
and alſo that they might ſee by 
their ſuceeſs againſt the five kings 
of the Midianites, that they need 


not fear the conqueſt of Canaan. 


S. Were there any of that ge- 
neration alive, that came out of 
Egypt? 8 
T7. No, only Caleb and Jeſbua, 
as the Lord had promiſed. 

S. In what manner did doſes 
number them ? 3 

T. He was aſſiſted by Eleazar, 


the prieſt and by the heads of the 


ſeveral tribes. | 


S. What was the ſum total of 
them that were numbered ? 


and yet ſuch his faithfulneſs to his 


word, that as he deſtroyed all the 


Shaulites, 
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former generation, who wereaboye | 


twenty years old, as he had threat= 
ned, fo he multiplied their poſterity 
ſo faſt in that ſpace of time, as to 
make them amount within 1820 
of the number of thoſe that went 
before them. Tx 8 

S. How did Moſes direct the di- 
viſion of the land to be made? 

T. Into twelve parts, according 
to the numbers of thoſe that were 


now e numbered of them. And after 


the land was thus divided into pro- 
portional ſhares, according to the 


number of the tribes, he ordered 


it to be further divided or deter- 
mined by lot, to which tribe each 
ſhare ſhould appertain, making a 
diſtinction between the greater and 


leſſer tribes, and that the ſaĩd ſhare 


of each tribe being fixed by lot, 
it ſhould be divided in the ſame 
manner among the families of each 
tribe; and laſtly, that the ſhares 
that fall to each family ſhould be 
again divided by Lot among the 
ſeveral houſholds, under the In- 
ſpection of Jaſbua and Eleazar, 


at the head of the chiefs of each 
T. Six hundred thouſand and a ; . 


_ thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty; 
ſo great was the goodneſs of God, 


tribe. a 
S. What were the names of the 
families at this diviſion ? 
T. There were four families of 
the tribes of Reuben; viz. 


The Hanochites, 8 Hanusch, iſt. | 
4 1 The deſcendants of Hage, 2 ſon of Reuben. 
There were five families of the tribe of » 

The Nemuelites,] Fn Nemuel, 1ſt) ö 5 4 EN 
Jaminites,, * | amin, 2d 
Jachinites, The deſcendants of 4 Fachin, 4th) Son of Simeon. 
Zarhites, | 3 I Zerah, th 

| Shaul, 6th } 


- Obad, 


— ee. emo: els 
6 
. 
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Obad, is 3 any ones had: no opens: or his family x re 


n. 6 


n There were ſeven familics of ls 5 of S 


= Seni, * Cr Zephon, 1ft } 
wit 1 Ten =o Haggi, 2d 
! l!!! an, I | 
Oxnites, \The deſcendants of < Oznz, ' 4th Sons of Gat, 
_ 558 Bri, "qa 
„ $55 41. 50, 002%. Arod, th 
91 1 eee RR (Aal, 7th! 
"There were . five — of the tribe of Judah, 
The e 8" wr Shelab, 3d | 
 _Pharaites, . The deſcendants of ? Pharez, 4th Sons of Joi. 
' Zarhites, ce. Zerab, 5th f Ii 


Er and Onan died in Canaan before eib any children; but inſtead 
of their families there were e two more in the tribe of . 


EL. Hſe fer pose de deſcended from 247 we Sons of Phares. | ; 


Hamulites, 


There were four families of the tribe of Irichar,. 


The Taloktss, . ty Tola, 18 8 8 
Punites, Pua 2d an. 
8 no deſcendants of Sala, 3d Cons of Iſachar, 
Shes; tes, . | Sh1mron, 4th} 

| "There were three families of the tribe of Zebulun. ! 

The Sardites, Sered, iſt | 
Elonites, 2 The deſcendants of 1 2d © Sons of Zebulun. | 
Jalil, S. 888 Fableel 2 


There were two original families of the houſe of Foſeph, called the 


tribe of Manaſſeh, An the tribe of Ephraim. 


From Manaſſeh deſcended the Machinites, the family of his only ſon 


Machir, which family was egomards called the Gileadites, and branch- 
ed out in this manner into 


The 1 70 1 ſ * 1 
| elekites, THIEN | Heleæ, | | 
Aſrielites, Afrieh, © : 
Shechemites, * deſcendants of 5 \ Shechem, ? Sons. of Gilead. 
Shemidaites, | | ag | Shemida, 
Hlepberites, J ads Hepher, 


And 


( 
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And of Hepher was born Zelophead,” who bad no ſons,” and five 
daughters Mablah, Noah, Helis, Milcah and Trab. 


TOY - 
| There were four families of the tribe of aura, 

The Shut holiter, ) CS e, yn 
Bachrites, The 48 of B geber, g Sons of Pals, 
Tahanites, Tahan, 

And the Eranites from Eran the ſon — ar bai 
rad) Ar {i 1 Not 1 


it | There were ſeven knie of the tribe of . —. avi 
The Baltes, Oy 5 bog = 5 Bell, mw lat bv : of YL 

7hùu Le ONS au⁰νν i 

Abiramites, The deſcendant of: Abiram, Sans of B y amin. 


Sbuphamites, Shup ham, e | 

+ ny 6 „ 
ning mm A 01 
| To theſe add, ds; this Jour) wr? © 0 
The W 3. | ee, | 13 0008 
 Naamaites, bn deſcendants of — "Soi of Rik a 55 
There was only one family numbered in the eribe of Dan * The 

Shubamites from Dan 8 only ſon Shubam, Gap "ny 
There were five families i in te tribe of 1 ee 2562 


e immites, 


efuites, Thatdelvodants of _ c er 


Bein „„ ale e 
% , : : * A ; 1 
1 | \ #4 SF-5 3: ? 2 4 f A PP 2 2 
* 9 \ o : * 7 " % % * *% % 8 3 7 * f f % « *. 
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| The flug, Heber, 
 Malchielites, }The deſcendants off Malchiel, be of a. 


ur, had alſo a daughter named Sarah, eminent for her virtue. 


oY There were four families of the cribe of Nad. 1 
The 8 2 = 'CFahzeel." Did oH of 
unites, | 1 (54 oft 0 
ezerites, Sons * Nepal 
 Shillemites, id a 


'8. Rü many families were num- 7. Three W Jand fine fe 
be i the tribe of Levi. ed condary families 3 vis. 
The Gerſbonites, mu 1a. 1 ACS. - 
Kobathites, The deſcendants of 8 Kobath, 8 

Merarites, Merari, 


2 3 


The 
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The HoLY BIBLR explained. 


The Tibet, from Libni, the ſon of r 


Hebronites from Hebran, the ſon of Kobath, - 


Mablites, from Mabli, 

*  Muſbites, ſtom JMuſhi 
93 75 p Keel, 

B. Aa ron, Ma p/es, and; 


I KJ 1 


S8. Had the Levites atry part in 
the diviſion of 1 for their in- 
heritance ? 10 

T. No: yet, although the land 
of Canaan, and the land on the eaſt 
ſide ordan was not to be divided 
to the Levites among the other 
tribes, the other tribes were obl iged 
to aſſign certain cities in every ſhare 
to the Levites, with the extent of 

ooo cubits of land about each city 

r their abode and for their cattle, 


making in all 48 cities: ſix of 


which were ordained to be cities of .. 


refuge, for the preſervation of him 
that had killed another againſt his 
will, till he could have a fir trial 
to cles himſelf of wilfut murder: 
in which, and all Tr, capital 
caſes, Moſes ordained, that no bo- 


dy ſhould be convicted upon the 


evidence of one perſon only. The 


N 10 2011 nfs 270 


- OD : , * 
* — F - 8 
* 2 1533 1 14 4-4 3 


{ Sons of of Merari. a 


who was deſtroyed. Num. 1 ig pg 
iam, were born unto Amr 
of Ka by Jochehed, a deſcendant of Zei alſo. 


5 PSS 
U FILE why I ö 


2. He commanded er all heir- 
eſſes ſhould marry only within their 
own tribe and their owt family. 

S. How did Moſes enforce the 
duty of religion to the people? 

7. He told them that God did 
renew bis command of. the daily 
offering, which | Was offered. up 
every day in the tabernacle in he 
nature of a daily prayer to God, 
that he would. graciouſſy continue 


his mercy unto” [ſrae}, and increaſe | 


their cattle, corn, wine, oil, &c. 
which they -alſo hereby acknow- 
ledge, that they had received from 
him. Io this he added the com- 
mand of the offerings on the ſab- 


bath, on the * moons, * the- . 


paſſworr, 'pentecofl, or harve 


or feaſt of weeks, and at © feof 
of trumpets ; on the day of expia- 
tion, and at the feaſt of. Tabernacles 


names of the three cities. on the or ingatheriag. 


eaſt of Jordan were Bezer amon 


Then he cautioned them about 


the Reubonites; Nanotb among the the religious performance of their 


Gadites, and Golan 8 the _ 
naſſites. — ii 31: 

S. How did Moſes ſettle the Jaw 
of. inheritance in rover to. Weg. 
ters? 

T. In default of mall ie, it 
was to deſcend to the daughters. 

8. What did Moſes: command 
concerning. the marriage of ;heir- 
efjes, and to prevent inheritances 
by ſuch marriages paſſing out of 
one tribe into another? | 


vows and oaths, when they were 
- lawful and poſſible; but he de- 


clared, that the vow of a minor 


was not bindin " without the ap- 
probation of the father or guardian ; 3 
and he affirms the ſame in regard 
to a wife, that ſhe muſt have her 


huſband's approbation, before ſhe 
can oblige herſelf by a vow to afflict 
her ſoul by mortification, penance, 


faſting, abſtinenFe; or e fort of 
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f the Canqueſt of the MIpTANI ES. 2 


F. Did Moſes go out with the 
Yiraelites + to fight with the Midi: 
nates © 


* No: he ſent ewelye thouſand 


of them, and no more, under the 
command of Phineas, who, invaded 


the land of 14 aan : and, having 
conquered them, they ſlew all the 
males in their country- of man's 
eſtate, among which were the five 


kings of Midian, Evi,  Rekem, 


; hog the father of Caſbi, whom 


Phineas had ſlain, Hur, and. Reba; 
a9 what made this expedition more 

kable; here they met with 
Falem the ſouthſayer, whom they 
alſo flew with the ſword ;.the over- 
ruling providence of God ſo or- 


dering it, that he might receive 


this juſt and remarkable puniſh- 
ment of his wicked counſels a- 
gainſt the 1 Thus all their 
wives, little ones, cattle, flocks, 
and goods, fell into their hands; 
and they burnt all their cities 
and goodly caſtles with fire. And 
all this was done without the loſs 
of one man. 

F. In what pan did this ſmall 
detatchment: of 12, 00 men at- 
tack the Ae rd ſuch ſuc- 


ceſs. 
T. It is probable, "that they 
were diſpoſed in the field of battle 


according to the method, of the an- 


cient/ people of Alia: and there- 


fore, we may range the //raelites 
upon one line formed of twelve 


corps, conſiſting of a thouſand men 


each, at the head of which was the 


ark of the covenant, ſurrounded by 
the prieſts and Levites, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs it was to ſound. the charge, 
as well as to defend the art. But 
as it muſt be ſuppoſed, that the 
Aidianites were many more in 


number, fo, as they might r 
in a Phalanx 1 upon one line alſo 
the Iſraelites, | in order to penetrate 


the enemies front in ſeveral places 


at once, made much larger inter- 
vals between the corps of a thou- 
ſand men each: 1 ig was the 


conſſant practice of Jews, when 
wk they, were inferior in 5915 
Us enem 


13 
What 40 Wiſes 'order gone | 


or the booty? ? 2 

. One fiftieth part Was given 
to the prieſts; another fiftieth, to 
the Leæuites; and the reſt. was di- 


vided 2 the 3 after it 


had been a "lt puri 


8. How did Ae, dilpoſe of the 


omen: and. children? 

7. He, to puniſh their ſex far 
the ſin they bad brought upon 1{- 
rael, ordered all the women that 
bad known man, to be put to 
death; and he ordered the male 
children to be killed alſo 3 thereby 


in point of policy, extir ating the 
whole nation, as. far as lay in bis 


power, that he might prevent their 
avenging the death of their parents, 


as they might have done, had they 
ee to man's 
e 

S. How was the boqty p curihad? 
J. Moſes ordained, that 20 thoſe, 
who returned from battle ſhould be 
accounted unclean per ſons, and re- 
main ſeven days without the camp, 
and waſh themſelves and their rai- 
ment on the 3d day and on the 
7th, day: and that every thing 


taken in the war, and would a- 


bide the fire, ſhould be. made to 
go through the fire, and be after- 


wards ſprinkled with the water of. 


purification; but ſuch + things as 
would not abide. the fire, were 
ordered, 


| Tpoil, - 


token of their gratitude for 


N ee 


poſed © . om: 


of Fordan ? 


Acre to _ firſt thro” common 
water, "and then to be ſprinkled 
with the water's purification, 
8 K Did che Ifratliter make no 
return of gratitude and thanks unto 
the Lord, for all theſe bleflings ? | 
I Fes: the ſoldiery came vo- 
luntarily unto Moſes, and offered 
to God a portion of the moſt valua- 
ble ornaments, . which each man 
Had taken before their return to 
the camp, and the diviſion of the 
ſides the heave-offering, 
which Mofes had levied after their 
Teturn to the camp. And this obla- 
tion '6f their own free wills wa 
for. the uſe of the ſanctuary, 
0d 
mercy, that had given them ſo 
Tom Lat a victory without 1 the loſs 
of one man; and to make an atone- 


ment for their ſouls before the Lord 


fo r allth 7 offences: but more pa 
y for any. fäults they Lou 


ty of in the late Sell. 
a ; which fret will offering a- 
mounted to 167 50 ſhekels of gold. 
W How * wa 1 conqueſt dif- 
ESD n 
5 at” their” requeſt, and 
500 öden that they ſhould 
march over Jordan, and aſſiſt their 
brethten in the conqueſt of the 
land of Canaan,” gave it to the 
tribes of Reuben and Gud, and half 


tribe of Manaſſeh, who were al- 


ready in poſſelſion of the adjoining 


country of the Amoritet, taken 
from Si bon ind Or. 


'$, In what manner did theſe 
tribes ſettle 1 * this Jand, on the eaſt 


T. Moſes gave to che tribe of 
Reuben, the ſouthern, or rather the 
ſouth-weſt part of the country: ſo. 


that they were bounded to the 


be Hof * BIBIE E explained. © 
ſouth with the tiver non; to the 


% 


weſt with Fordan; and to the north 
and eaff with the tribe of Gad. 
The capital of this diviſion was 
Heſbon, the metropolis of the king- 
dom of Sihon: this city was ſituated 
on the hills oyer againſt Fericho, 
about twenty miles diftant from : 
the river r Jordan. 80 ; 
"The tribe of Gad was encloſed 
by Fordan to the weſt, with the 
half tribe of Manaſſth to the north; 
with the” Ammonites to the za/? ; 
and with the tribe of Reuben to the 
ſouth in this diviſion Rood the city 
Afterath, the capital of the king 
dom of Og.” 
The half tribe of Manaſſeb; was 
bounded" by the tribe of Gad, to 
the ſouth ; with the ſea of Cinne- 
reth, or lake of Genneſareth, which 
is the ſea of Galilee, together with 
the courſe of the river Jordan, 
ffom its fountain, to the faid ſea, 
to the 10%; with mount Libanon, 
or rather nt Hermon, to the 
north and north. eaſt; and with the 
mountains of Gilead to the ea 
which Maobir, the fon of 
najjeh had conquered by the ber- 
of his 'own family, by which 
the Iſraelites firſt er * 


of 74 an, © 
Why did theſe trides eee 
for this fy trite 7a 

7. Becauſe they had the largeft 
flocks and herds of cattle; and 
this land was very fertile and being 
well ſtored with good paſturage, 
Was very commodious for them. 

S. Did Aoſes, after this conqueſt 
was thus ſettled, lead the . 
over Jor unn? 

T. No: but belnk now encamp- 
ed in the plains of Moab by the 
banks of Jordan, and being ſen- 

ſible 


22! ˙ 


8 
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= Able of the ptcach 'of his own 


death; in conſequence of what the 
Lord Hack Haid, that he ſhould not 
enter into the land of promiſe, but 
ſhould die” on Fiſt eaſt of Jordan; : 
he on the firſt diy of the eleventh 
month, Which 15 our Janudry, and 
ſeveral: times After, in the fortieth 


year from their departure out of 
Egypt, called the whole congre- 
vation, together, ahd with ma- 
and further explains and enforces 


ny tender and pathetick ſpeeches 
expreſſed his great concern for 
their welfare; ſhewed them what 


f great things he had done for 


them; ſet before them their du- 

ty; and their intereſt in their con- 

leg diſcharge of the fame, 
„ 

Says he, had not you binder it 
by your unbelief, God had led you 
from your encampment at Kade /h- 
barnea into the land of Canaan.” He 
reminds them of his 8 
of other magiſtrates, during hi 


Ray at Horeb, to aſſiſt him in the 


government of the people, 'whoſe 
complaints, grievances, and con- 


troverſes inereaſed his labour more 


than he was able to bear; and of 


God's wrath againſt himſelf for 
ſpeaking unadviſedly with h's lips. 


He tells them to remember God's 
command to uſe no violence againft 


the Edomites, Moabites, and Am- 


monites and that God had now per- 


guilty of unbelief, at the falſe re- 


port of the ſpies, were dead. He 


bids them not forget God's mercy, 


power, and might, in their con- 


queſt of Sion and Og, which was 
yielded by their conſent to the 
Reubenites, Gadites, and Manaſ- 


 fites + And declares that God had 


ff 


appointed Toſhua to be his ſucceſſor? 
From this re: capitulation he then 
inferred, that it was their indiſpen- 
ſable duty to obey the Lord in all 
bis commands; eſpecially to avoid 
idolatry, which he declated God 

would puniſh in the moſt ſevere 
manner: tho” he adds, his mere 
is always ready to pardon a N 
ng inner? | 
n a ſecond diſcourſe he repeats, 


the keeping of the law, or ten 
commandments, which God had 
ſpoken unto them in the mount 
without ſuperſtitiouſſy adding any! 
thing thereto, or prophaniely lay- | 
ing aſide any part of it. Then be 
did the ſame . by. thoſe commands 
ments, ſtatutes, and judgments, 
9 at their own petition, (ch. 

27.) God had given unto him 
abs That they ſhould love God 
with all their heart, &c. And then re- 


minds them of their tempting God, 


or diſtruſting his providence i in their 


diſtreſs at Mafſah:: -exhorts them 
to bediligent in teaching theirchil 


dren their duty and obedience to 
to God; 1 and to refrain from all 
communication with, and to de- 
ſtroy the ſeven nations of the land 
of Canaan, after their entrance 


thereinto; Jeaſt they ſhould entice 


them to the worſhip of ſtrange 


Gods. 
formed his word in keeping them 
in the wilderneſs, till all, that were 


And leaſt they, from a remem- 
brance of all God's favours to them 
ſhould grow preſumptious, Moſes 
tells them, that God had done fuch ' 
great things for-them, not for any 
merit of their own, but becauſe he 
had ſworn to their fathers to bring 
them out of Egypt: and that, if 
they would not obey his laws, he 


would certainly puniſh them ſe- 
K 


vetely, 


* 


= ow; * 
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verely, and ſhew mercy to them only 
that ſhould keep and do his com- of 


mandingnts. He enforces this ex- 
hortation to obedience from a con- 
fideration of the providence of God, 

which had protected them, hand 
ſuſtained them 40 years in the wil- 

derneſs, ſo that they neither wanted 
food nor raiment; and of his puniſh- 
ments which were not for the undo- 
ing hut for their amendment; and of 


the bleſſing expected in the conqueſt a 
of the land of Canaan telling them v 


always to aſcribe the plenty and 
proſperity, which they ſhould en- 
joy, unto God's goodneſs; and that 1 
God would certainly deſtroy them, 
if they ſhould fall into the idolatry 


of thoſe nations. 


4 It is not, ſays he, for thine own. 
righteouſmels, but for the wicked 
neſs of thoſe nations, and for the 
hich he. ſware to thy fa- 
thers, Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
that God ſhall deliver theſe nations 


ijnto your hands: for, call your own 


Ways to remembrance, and you, 
will know how God was provoked 


with you at Horeb, where you early 
 thewed your willingneſs to. worſhip 


images, | by making and falling 
down. to a, molten Calf; even fo 
much, that. bad I not interceeded 


for you, he reſolved to cut you all off 


from the earth. And though upon 
this interceſſion, and the puniſh- 
ment of ſome, God was entreated, 

and renewed the 2200 tables of the 
covenant, you could not refrain 
your murmurings upon the leaft 
appearance of ſcarcity afterwards; 
of which Kudeſb in the wilderneſs 


The HoL v BIEI oxplained.; / 


you.. caſt away the filthy affections 
your hearts, and worſhip, him 
with all your ſouls, as well as by 
thoſe outward, ceremonies I have 
taught you, he will as ſurely puniſh 
you. as he has chaſtiſed the Egyp- 
tians in your ſight, and Dathan, 
Abiram, and the ſons of Eliab in 
your tents; and if ye obey his 
commandments, the land which 
Ye are going to poſſeſs ſhall yield 
. of fruit, by God's pro- 
ential watering of it with ſoft 

9 0 from heaven; but if ye for- 
ons him, he wil withdraw his 
ave and. To Bien from you. He 
concluded this. diſcourſe , with a 
command, that at their ſettling in 
_ Canaan, they ſhould take care that 
God's bleſſing on thoſe that keep 
his. commandments ſhould be pro- 


n ced, and written on a fone © 


to b n on mount Gerizim 1 
and his curſe on thoſe that. break 
his commandments on mount Ebal; 

two mountains on Wan e of 


— 


Eo ſeveral 1e be beſides 

what have already been noted. He 
commands them to deſtroy all pla- 
ces of idolatrous worſhip, Forbids 
them to ſerve the living God aſter. . 
the manner of the heathen wor- 
ſhip of their falſe gods: and orders 

them. to bring their ſacrifices an 

offerings to the place, which God 
ſhould appoint for his name and 
ſervice. He decreed that prephet 
to death, who ſhould endeavour. 
to perſuade the people to idolatry; 
he ordained the puniſhment of 


of Zin is a witneſs: but you muſt /oning to death the deareſt friend 
not always preſume upon the goad- or relation, that ſhould entice any 
neſs and mercy of the Lord; for his 
Par, alſo 1 is infinite, and n 


one to ſerve ſtrange gods; and 
the utter deſtruction of idolatrous 


cities „ 


—_—_—_ 


forbid them to follow the cu/foms 


or faſhions of heathen nations, ſuch 


as the disfiguring themſelyes by cut- 
ing their fleſh and ſhaving their eye- 


brows, when they ſhould mourn for 


the dead; and the eating of unclean 


meats, and of things offered or con- 
ſecrated to the heathen gods. 


To theſe he adds, a command 


to the 1/rae/ites to bring a tythe of 


— 


| Mos#ts's Speech: before his Dear hb. 131 
cities with fire and ſword. He alſo 


He forewarns them to beware of 
the magicians and dealers with fa- 
miliar ſpirits, and in diabolical arts, 
which abounded in Canaan : but 
to ſeek to the prophets,” whom God 
ſhould. raiſe up unto them in 4 
continual ſucceſſion, who by ut = 
and thummin, ſhould be able to dif- 
cover the will of God: and en- 
eludes with an expreſs command 
to put the preſumptious prophet to 


the nine parts of all their increaſe, death 


and to eat and drink it before the 
tabernacle once a year; by which 
they were toſhew their ſtedfaſtneſs 
in the worſhip of the true God, 
and their thankfulneſs for his mer- 
cies He commands another tythe 
to be taken every third year after the 
other two, vix. for the prieſts, 


Then follow the laws concern- 
ing the citzes of refuge; the man- 
layer and murderer; landmarks ; 
witneſſes; thoſe that go out to bat? . 
tle; behaviour towards enemies be- 
fore and after battle; beſeging pla- 
ces; an unknown murder; taking a 
captive to wife; diſinheriting the 


Levites, and that laſt mentioned; fir ſt- born; putting a fubborn Tori 


Which third tythe, was to ſupply to death; hanging mule factors; 


the poorer ſort,” and prevent their frays ; women wearing ment p- 
going to ſeek ſervitude or alms parel; cruelty to animals; Build. 


among the idolaters, which might ings ; the avoiding feveral idolas 


endanger their religion. trous practices; wearing of /Finges; 
- Aﬀter this follow the laws of re- a woman accufed by her huſband of 
leaſe, of the offering of the f- formeation'; adultery; rape; -finiple 
ling of cattle unto the Lord; of fornication ; inceſt; eunuchs; B. 


45 & Bf Rea . wo 


their feat and of the offerings to 
be made on thoſe folemn days; and 
concerning magiſtrates, groves, imu- 
ges, ſacrifices, and hard cauſes, to 
be determined by the ſupreme court 
of judicature; and of the election, 
and duty of a king, when they 
ſhould have one ſet over them. 
He puts them in mind, that as 
the prieſts and Levites have no part 
of Canaan to themſelves, among 
the other tribes, they were thence- 


forward to be entitled to certain 


portions from the people that came 
to offer unto the Lord a peace- 
offering, Ec. beſides, what God 
had given them of his offerings. 


flards; Ammonites, Moabites and 


Edomites; untleanneſſts to he avoid= 
ed in the camp; ſervants fled from 
a heathen maſter ; ꝛoboring; uſury; * 
vows; pleaning ; divarce; neib- mar- 
ried men; pledges ; 'man-/tealing 3 
leproſy 5 wages; equity'; firipes3 
mercy to cattle ; marrying a be. 
ther's wife ; immodefly in women 5 
trading; the offering of fi fruits, 
and concerning him that offers his 
third years tythes. At which time 
alſo, Aofes ſignified, that it was 
God's will that they ſhould utterly 
deſtroy the Amalekite: | 
_ His difcourſe on the laws being 
concluded, Maſes attended by the 
K 2 elders 
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ple by the prigſts and Levites, that 
there ſhould be an altar built after 
they had paſſed over Jordan, and 
a - peace-offering offered thereon : 
and that on the ſame day, God 
would rene w with them the cove- 
nant, which he had made with 
their fathers at mount Sinai, that 


6 they might continue to be his peo- 


ple, and no more provoke him to 
caſt them off by their diſobedience 


to bis laws, which were then a 


ſecond time ſo formally and ſo- 
lemnly covenanted by them to be 
obeyed. He at the ſame time named 
what tribes ſhould ſtand upon mount 


Gerizim, and what on mount Ebal, 


and delivered the curſes and bleſ- 
Aings to be pronounced in thoſe 
mountains, which ſhould happen to 
the ¶Mraelites in conſequenceof their 


diſobadience and obedience to God's 5 
. And then adds his pro- 


pheſy of the ſad calamities and 
ruins of the Fewiſb. nation by the 
Romans, for their ſin in coucaſyiog 
the Meſſiah, the Lord oſ Glory; 


ſnews them the defect of the = 
venant of Sinai, to give them the 
Grace of the Spirit; the neceſſity 


of another covenant; he comforts 
them with God's promiſe to. give 
them the aſſiſtance of his holy: ſþi- 
rit; allodeclares that t he would 
enter. into the goſpel covenant with 
them; and explains its nature and 
the benefits they ſhould enge 
would obey it. 

After this, Moſes, according to 
the command of God, reſigned. his 
charge of the Iſraelites to 72003 ; 
whom he exhorted and encouraged 


by the moſt moving conſiderations, 


to be active, conſtant, and reſolute 


in the ſervice of God ; which was 


17 * 
5 „ 1 


De Holy BIBLE explained. 
elders of Iſrael, informed the peo- 


confirmed in an extraordinary man- 
ner by God himſelf; who, calling 
to Moſes out of the cloud, and 
having told him that the day of his 
death was near approaching, gave 
him a ſong for the people to learn, 


containing inſtructions and warn- 


inge; and gave Jaſpua a charge, 
ſaying. unto him, in the hearing 
of the people, Be firong and of a 
good courage; for thou ſhalt bring 
the children of Iſrael into the Land, 
which I fware unto them: and 1 


will be with thee. 


Moſes being admoniſhed of his 
death before he went, as the Lord 
commanded him, up to the top of 
mount * Nebo, which is a part of 
mount Abirim, and whoſe higheſt 
top is called Piſgab, in the land of 
Moab, over abainſt Jericho, he a- 
gain reminds the Iſraelites of God's 
great "goodneſs to them heretofore z 
and then he ſpoke to the tribes ſe- 
parately, and having bleſſed each 
of them, he concluded with tak- 
ing notice of their general happi- 
neſs, in having the L400 for their 


God. . 


Thus Moſes having finiſhed the 
work of the Lord, aſcended the 


mount, and having taken a view 


of the promiſed land from the top 
of Piſgub, which is the higheſt 
top of mount Nebo, gave up the 
ghoſt, being 120 years old, tho' 
his eyes were not dim, nor his na- 
tural vigour abated. ? 
S. By whom, and where was he 
buried ? 
7. The wiſdom of God Weng 
fit to have the place of ſo great a 


man's ſepulchre unknown, to pre- 


vent the /ſraelites falling into any 
idolatrous worſhip of him, whom 
they knew by long experience to 

have 


" —_—_— 


* ! Es. 


Me Character of Mos E S. 


have been eminent for his piety, 


juſtice, meekneſs, candour, humi- 


lity, prudence, zeal, benevolence, 
ſelf-denial, public ſpirit, and every 
good quality, cauſed ſome angels 
to bury him ſecretly in a valley in 


the land of Moab, over- againſt Beth- 


peor. The Devil, for ſome evil 
defign, endeavoured to diſcover the 
body, or the burial place of this 
great man; but the Lord by the 
miniſtry of an angel, effectually 
hindered this attempt, Jude ix. 

S. How did the children of 7/- 
rael behave on the death of Hoſes? 

T. They wept and mourned for 


| him thirtydays in the plainsof Moab; 


then put themſelves under the com- 


mand and direction of Zo/hua. And, 
Novy to what I have already ſaid 


concerning Moſes, let me add what 
the author of Zccle/ra/ticus records 
of this great man. Moſes, ſays 
ce he, was beloved of God and 
6 men, and his memorial is bleſſed. 
c The Lord gave him a glory 


„ equal to that of the ſaints; he 


«© made him great and terrible to 


„ his enemies, and he made the 
« wonders to ceaſe by his words, 
« (when in Egypt he held the Arm 


c of God, as we may ſay, and ſtopt 
e the courſe of the ten plagues, as 
c he judged convenient) God ex- 
c alted him in honour before kings, 
c he preſcribed him ordinances be- 
c fore his people, and has made 
, him ſee his glory. He has given 
« him the gifts of faith and meek- 
<< neſs, and has choſen him from 
© among men, 
& him, and has cauſed him to en- 


<6 ter into the cloud; he has given 
© him his commandments before 


& all his people, and the land of 


« life and knowledge, to teach his 


God has heard 


| TT 
«© covenant'to Jacob, and his or 
«6 dinanices to Iſrael, £151 97 77 
T his hiſtory can't be better con- 
cluded than by an abſtract of the 
book of Job, of which he alſo is ac. 
counted the author; that by the ad- 
mirable example and happy end 
of that holy man, he might excite 
the murmuring Iſraelites topatience 
and ſubmiſſion under the hardſhips 
they were to encounter in the w 
derneſs. For, in that book, which 
is written in a poetical ſtile, we find 
an upright and good man, by di- 
vine permiſſion expoſed to the in- 
ſults of /atan, and to many heavy 
calamities, that overwhelmed him 


at once; ſuch as the ſurptizing 


death of his children, the loſs of 
all his eſtate, the reproaches of his 
wicked wife, grievous boils and 
ſores all, over his body, and the 
unjuſt accuſations of his friends. 
All which he endured with*won- 
derful patience and reſignation ; 
tho” in the extremity of his pain 
and grief, he complained” of the 
ſeverity of God's juſtice.” 7ob's 
friends, after the way of the world, 
looking upon thoſe ſeverities as the. 
vengeance of an angry God for his 
offences, concluded Job to be a 
wicked hypocrite; tho“ they\could 
lay nothing to his charge. Burke 
being ſatisfied of his own integrity, 
vindicates his own innocence, will- 
-ingly appeals to the tribunaf of 
heaven, and wiſhes that God him 
ſelf would try and acquit him. 
Then one Elihu is introduced, and. 
ſtrongly argues between eh and his 
friends, that God does injuſtice- 
to no man by afflicting him; that 
he is not accountable to his grea- 
tures for any thing that he does 3 
and that his conduct is always wile 

84 and 


and juſt. And as Job had finned 
dy the raſh and violent expreſſions, 
which in the exceſs of his forrow, 
had ſometimes eſcaped him, Elibu 
exhorts him to humility and repen- 


ings, and held his peace, God him- 
elf came to him in a whirlwind 
and reproved him ſo ſeverely for 


tt. 
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tance, But notwithſtanding ab 
was convinced by Elibu's abe 


his inconſiderate words, that he im- 


ee e e 


mediately humbled himſelf and re- 
pented in ſack- cloth and aſhes. He 


alſo is introduced condemning 7oeb's 
friends, for their ſpeeches, which 
reflected much worſe than Job's 
upon the divine wiſdom and juſtice; 
and to manifeſt forth his power and - 
mercy, he after this proſpered Job, 

and bleſſed him with more children 
and more wealth than he enjoyed 


N his afflictions. 


740d. 


beg leave to aſk a few queſ- 

_ tions about him and the book, that 

wa bears his name. Was there ever 

wi ſuch a perſon, as we generally un- 
derſtand by Job? 

. From the uncertainty who 


berty to queſtion, as I apprehend 
you do, whether he was at all? 


{if Iy true, that there was tack a man 
HE named Job, who underwent thoſe 
BB trials and ſufferings, which in the 


corded of him ? Or, whether it was 
only an inſtructive and parabolical 
poem, deviſed and compoſed by 
ſome of the devout ancients on pur- 
poſe to inſtil into the reader thoſe 


diſtreſſed ? 
Th which 1 anſwer ft, that 


— 


b. Ar you mention Jab, I ſhall 


Job was, ſome have taken the li- 


Whetherin point of fact, it be ſtrict- 


book that bears his name are re- 


excellent principles delivered in it 
for the conduct and comfort of the 


— 


CHAP. . 5 þ 


Of the Perſou of Jo's Of the Author of the Book of Jon. Of 


Balaams A,. The Hiftory of Egypt, Amalekites, Edo- 
. mites, Moabites, Medianites and Sabæans, during this Pe- 


Job was a real W for when 
in the old teſtament we find Job 
joined with Næah and Daniel, and 


_ equally diſtinguiſhed for his bt 1 


ouſneſs, as in the new, he is com- 
mended for his patience, it cannot 
with any colour of reaſon. be ſup- 


poſed that the ſpirit of God in both 


theſe places intended to delude us 
with a mere Phantom or fictitious 
character inſtead of preſenting us 
with a real man. | 
The very ſuppoſition that this 
book was a Dramatic compoſition 
confirms the real exiſtence of this 
holy. patriarch :- Becauſe, as Mr. 
Marburton obſerves (Divine Legat. 
Vol. 3.1. 6.) it was the general prae- 
tice of dramatic writers, of the ſe-- 
rious kind, to chuſe any illuſtrious 
character, and well known ſtory, 
in order to give the piece its due 


dignity and efficacy : Therefore it 


is an abſurd conſequence which | 


: Of the Perſon and Book of JoB. 
ſome authors have run into, that if their fortunes in the as {ettled 


tis book be admitted dramatical, 
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therefore the perſon and 5h 1ftory of As tothe precifat hs of his birth; 


Job, is fietitious. | 
I o give you the ſeveral accounts, 
which the learned have with great 
labour deliver'd of the family of 
Job, would rather amuſe than in- 
ſtruct you: So far, as relating to his 
own perſon, we are agreed that he 
was very wealthy. This has even 
raiſed an opinion that Fob was a 
prince or a king. T hey that imbrace 
this opinion ſtrengthen their argu- 
ment with the authority of the ac- 
count of his genealogy, ſaid to be 
taken from the ancient Syriac, and 
is to be found at the end of the Sep- 
tuagint, Arabic and Vulgate tranſla- 
tions of Job in theſe words: — © Fob 
dwelt in Auſitis, upon the confines 
of Idumea and Arabia. His name 
at firſt was Fobab. He married an 
Arabian woman, by whom he had 
a ſon called Ennon. For his part 
he was the ſon of Zerah, of the poſte- 
rity of Eſau, and a native of Boz- 


rah; ſo that he was the fifth from 


Abrobext: Hereign'din Edom, and 
the 4/ngs before him reigned in this 
order. Balak the ſon of Beor, in 
the city of Dinhabah; and aſter him 
Job, otherwiſe called Jobab. Jab 
was ſucceeded by Huſham, prince of 
Teman ; after him reigned Hadad, 

the ſon of Bedad, who defeated the 
Mediantes in the fields of Moab. 

According to which account, 70 
muſt be contemporary with Aoſes. 
But others who have examined this 
matter to the bottom, with greater r 
probability trace him in a direct line 
from Abraham by his wife Keturah, 

whoſe ſons by Abraham, as I told 
you in its proper place, were por- 
tioned-out, and being ſent to ſeek 


they ſeem to have moſt reaſon, 
who fix it about the time of Jacob's 
death, in the land of Lx. which 
laid in Arabia deſerta, bounded by 
Meſpotamia and the Euphrates on 
the North: by Syria, Palgſtinę and 
Idumæa, on the ft ; and by the 
mountains of Arabia felix on the 
South: So that he might be eaſily 
plundered by the Chaldeans and Sa: 
beans, who inhabited thoſe parts. 
And 
If there be any credit to be given 
to the hiſtorian; Job was a man of 
great probity, virtue and religion: 
he was infinitely averſe not only to 
injuſtice, idolatry, fraud and adul- 
tery; but he avoided all evil thoughts 
and dangerous looks, ſo as not e- 
ven to caſt a glance upon a woman: 
he was naturally compaſſionate to 
the miſeries of the poor, a ſather to 
the orphan, a protector of the Wi- 
dow, a guide to the blind e 2 
ſupport to the lame. | 

As to his temporal eſtate, fie was 
the greateſt of all the men in the 
Eaſt, he had the moſt cattle, and 


the greateſt number of ;/laves, f 


which ons the wealth of #- 
rabia and Edom- chiefly conſiſted. 
He was bleſſed with a numerous 
family for ſome time; and the in- 
habitants near Euphrates held him 
in great eſteem. And it is obſerve- 
able that in the management of his 
Rs he always had a particular 

egard to their doings; when he 
knew they, had given a looſe to 
their appetites and pleaſures, he 
ſent to them, puriſied them, and 
offered burnt-offerings for each of 
them, to implore * $ pardon for 

K 4 | them, 
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them, if ſo be they had committed 


any fault againſt him. 


Now as to the book of Fob: 15 


bande ſome have aſcribed it ro Fob 
himſelf in Syriac or Arabic; and 
ſay, that Moſes only tranſlated it 
into Hebrew; while others contend 


that it was wrote by Elihu; Solo- 


mon, Iſaiab, &c. Buc as there can 
be nothing certain gather'd from 


the book itſelf, concerning its au- 


thor, and no material objection can 


lie againſt its being aſcribed to Mo- 


% 


26, the beſt accounts I have. met 


with yield i it in his favour. 
The compoſition of this back 'is 
inc obſcure and difficult, on 


account of its original Hebrew be. 


ing blended with many Arabic and 
Chaldee expreflions. It is written 
in verſe, but not confined: to any 
particular meaſute or cadence, whoſe 
beauty conſiſts principally in no- 


ble expreſſions, bold and ſublime 


thoughts, lively emotions, fine de- 
ſcriptions, and a great diverſity of 
characters: So that l may venture 
to ſay, that none of the ancient po- 
etry is either more copious, more 


lofty, more magnificent, more di- 


verſified, more adorned, or more 


| affecting than this: Andd as to the 
ſubſtance and circumſtances of the 


hiſtory, they are exactly true, each 
perſon keeps up his proper charac- 
ter, and maintains his peculiar opi- 
nion, which he is engaged to de- 
ſend ; and the ſentiments, reaſons, 


and arguments of the ſeveral per- 


fons are very faithfully -expreticd. 


8. For what purpoſe could Aa- 
fo engage in ſuch a wark as this 


book of Jeb! A 
7. For the ſupport and conſola- 
tion of his countrymen, the Fews, 


Fenbing under the Wr of 


8 


— 
1 


the Egyptian bondage, that by a 
proper example, he might rept eſent 
the deſign of providence; in afflict- 
ing them ; and, at the ſame time, 


give them aſſurance of a releaſe and 


reſtoration in due time. 

S. All this may be granted; yet 
I have heard: of ſome objections, 
which I ſhould be glad to ſolve, 
Does not this author ay; that Satan 
came with the good 3 n 


Hood before the Lord? 


7. Les: But this is 00 to 4 


underſtood in a groſs literal ſenſe, 


as could be proved from parallel 
ſcriptures, (1 Kings xxii. 19. Zech. 
iii. 1.) where God is pleaſed to ac- 
commodate himſelf to the under- 
ſtanding of men: For, Satan can 
no otherwiſe be ſaid to come into 
the preſence of God, nor to talk with 
him, &c. than, merely to ſignify. 
that when Satan was tempting 7b 
to ſin, God ſaw what the enemy 
was doing, and permitted him to 
afflict that holy perſon. | 
S. Who were the Sabæans? 


„T. The diſcendants'of Slive,ahe 


grandſon of Abraham by Keturab. 


S. What ſhall T anſwer to that 
mighty ridicule, which ſome make 
of that expreſſion, which tells us 


that the wind ſmote the four corners 
of the houſe: For, ſay they, how 
can it in the courſe of nature be, 
that the wind could blow from any 
four points of the compaſs at ance? 
T. This queſtion indeed is ridi- 
culous: And they that aſk it, ta 
ſnew their wit or capacity to cavil 
with ſcripture, ſays an eminent di- 
vine, ought to be ſent to the devil, 
who raiſed that wind, for an an- 
ſwer. But, in hopes that none can 


be ſo prevaricate as to be deaf to all 
reaſon, I would adviſe you, to an- 


{wer 


_— 
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* them * another queſtion.— 
In ſtorms, or what we call hurri- 
canes, to which later ages have been 
no ſtrangers, Can any of thoſe ob- 
jectots tell, whether the wind comes 
directly from one point of the com- 
paſs, or from ſeveral, at one and 
the ſame time? The heathen poet, 
1 En. was ſo well ſatisfied of the 
propriety of this expreſſion, that in 
his deſcription of a ſtorm, he men- 
tions three wurde ing the ſea 
at once. | 
Una. euruſque, notuſque rant, cre- 
berque ack 
Africus ——— 
8. Who were chele friends of 
Jab, that bere ſo hard upon him in 
the gays of his affliction? 

T. They were princes, or chief 
men in the land: Eliphax, the Te- 
manite, was the grandſon of Eſau, 
and ſon. of Teman, who dwelt in a 
city of the fame name in Humea, 
not far from the confines of Arabia 
Deſerta. — Bildad, the Shubite, was 
deicended from Shugh, the ſon of 
Abraham and Keturah. — Zophar, the 
Naamathite, was alſo probably of 
the ſame family; but this cannot be 
aſcertain'd. Ihe Septuggint make 
him a king of the Minsites.— Elthu 
was the grandſon of Bux, the ſon 
of Nahar, and lived in the ſouthern 
parts of Meſapotamia, and of the 
kindred of Ram, or Aram, alſo 
Na s grandſon, from. whom the 
Asam tes or Syrians ate deſocnded. 

FC. What does Zob mean, when 
he ſays that he bas//cen:God ?- . ** 

-T, This is not meant of ocular 
demonſtration, for God is invif- 
ble: Therefore, he means, that he 
has with the ches of his mind, or 
underſtanding, had a perfect Kgow⸗ 
ledge of the power, providence, and 


| _ God, - 


„ 
S. Well, I am fully ſatisfied as 


to theſe particulars relating to Jeb; 


but I defire, before we follow: the 
Iſraelites i into Canaany that you will | 
clear.up ſome parts in the hiſtory 
of Moſes, which I have to propoſe, 
How did God make Balaam's als 
ſpeak ? 

1 Balaam had reſiſted all the TY 
monitions of God; and being pre- 
vail'd upon, for the ſake of gain, 
to go to Balak, God cauſes the 
tongue of that deſpicable beaſt to 
reprove him, to bring him to a juſt 
ſenſe of his crime, and to deter him 
from contriving any evil againſt the 
children of Iſrael. And if a muſi- 
cian, by the different touches he 
gives an inſtrument, is able to make 
it expreſs a great variety of notes, 
even to ſound like a human voice; 
certainly the moſt ſevere philoſophy 
will never deny God-the power to 
make creatures, deſtitute of reaſon- 
ing, pronounce articulate' and ra: 
tional words. — This voice came 
out of the aſs's mouth, but not as 
the effect of her own onderſtanding,- 
Her tongue was miraculouſly mov 
ed, not by any power of her's ſo to 
move it, and it ſpake what it was 
moved to utter, without any con- 
nection of her words and ſentiments, 
and without any underſtanding of 
thoſe words, which ſhe uttered upon 
this occaſion, | N 

By this miraculous ſpeech God 
intended, no doubt, to convince 
the princes of 4:ab, who are ſup- 
poſed to accompany the prophet, 
how eaſy a thing it was for him, 
who had open'd. "the. "mouth of this 
dumb creature, to _/op the mouth 
of Balaam, or to direct bis words, 
as he pleaſed; and to give them an 
inſtance of the weakneſs of the man 

a "WM 


. 
- 
. 


— 


in whom they confided to conquer 


the people of God, when, with all 
curſes and pn iidns, he could 


| not get the better of a poor brute. 


. What is meant by God's 


. feearing in his wrath ? 


T. God cannot take an bath, or 
ſwear, as men do. But he make 


_ uſe of human forms, words and 


phraſes, in condeſcenſion ta our 
capacities: So that when God is 
faid to fwear by his name, his life, 
Sc. he means no more than to aſ- 
ſure us, that he is refolved to be 
true to his promiſe, and declares 
the thing to be as certain, and as 
ſurely to be depended upon as his 
own being or attributes are; mak- 
ing uſe of this awful and ſolemn 
manner of ſpeaking, to make deeper 
impreſſions, and to beget a ſtronger 


confidence in the hearers, than can 
de expected by a bare declaration. 


Nor can God be ſaid properly to 
be angry: But as the ſcripture aſ- 
cribes hands, eyes and feet to God, 
only to ſignify that he has a power 
to execute all thoſe acts, to which 


theſe members are ſo very ſubſer- 


vient in us: So the ſame ſcripture 
repreſents him as affected with the 
like paſſions that we feel in our- 


ſelves, when we are angry or pleaſed 


to inform us, not that any ſuch paſ- 
ions can be inherent in the divine 


nature; but that God will as cer- 


tainly puniſh the wicked, as if he 
were inflamed with the paſſion of 


anger or revenge; and as infallibly phi 


relieve and reward the good, as we 


| will thoſe, for whom we have ten- 


der compaſſion and affectionate love. 


Conſequently, it is only by way of 


analogy, and compariſon, that the 


nature and paſſions of men are aſ- 


Fribed to God. 
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FS. Have any heathen authors con- 

firm'd this part of ſacred ſtory? 
7. I might put you in mind, that 

all the /aw givers that appeared after 


Miſes, pretended to a familiarity | 
with ſome of their gods, in order 


to give credit to their inſtitutions. 
Nor is it to be difregarded, that 
there is a great reſemblance between 
the Caduceus of Mercury and Aa- 
ron's rod, which became a ferpent 


in the ſight of Pharaoh, and of all 
his court. Aaron, the meſſenger of 
God to Pharaoh, and an interpre- 


ter for Moſes, was born in Egypt, 


which, no doubt, is the reaſon why 


the heathens feign, that Mercury 
was the meſſenger and interpreter 
of the gods, and born alſo in E. 
pr. 

The ſtory of Bain and his af; 
is avouched by the ancient oriental 
writers; and I am not out of my 


conjecture, to ſuppoſe this miracu- 


lous incident gave riſe to the fiction 
of many other brutes, upon leſs 
momentous occaſions, accoſting or 


ſpeaking to their maſters, and even | 


to one another. Or, 


Can there be a better erabicicas of 
the brazen ſerpent, than the wor- 


ſhip of Æſculapius, the god of phyſics - 


under the form of a ſerpent ; and 
the wreathed ſerpent, which ſome 


Indians to this day fix upon a perch, 


and adore every morning ? 


S. Who ſucceeded in Egypt, af- | 


ter the overthrow of Pharash nn wal 
is in the Red-ſea ? 


already diſtinguiſhed his princely 


qualifications by the conqueſt of f. 


rabia; and was engaged in the re- 
duction of Africk to the Egyptian 


yoke, when he was recalled by his 
| lunes, FO take poſſeſſion of the 


WS... 


T. His fon Seſeſtris, who had 


his return he found his country in a 
maſt lamentable ſtate, both in re- 
gard to ſtrength and proviſions. Vet 
tho* nothing but famine might be 
expected, he reſolved to execute the 


ſcheme of univerſal conqueſt, in 
which he had made ſo conſiderable 


a progreſs. He try'd all means to 
render himſelf populous and belov- 


ed; and, as want ſtared them in 


the face at home, hg preſently found 
himſelf at the head of a numerous 
army, conſiſting of 600,000 foot, 
244000 horſe, and 27,009 chariots, 
which, after the government was ſet- 
tled, and the adminiſtration com- 
mitted to the managementof his bro- 
ther Armais, under certain political 


and prudential limitations, he led 


againſt the £thiopians, whom he 
made tributaries to Egypt. Then 
having fitted out two fleets of tall 


ſhips, he ſent one ſquadron into the 


Mediterranean ſea, and conquered 
Gyprus, the ſea coaſts of Phenicia, 
and ſeveral of the Cyclades : And by 
the other ſquadron, in the Arabian 


gulph, he ſubdued all that ſhoar. 


After his return from theſe con- 


_ queſts he undertook an expedition 


into'A/ia; in which he was afraid 
to attack the Iſraelites in the wil - 
derneſs, whom God fo viſibly pro- 
tected 3 proceeded directly againſt 
Canaan, which without oppoſition 
ſubmitted, to his yoke, paid an an- 
nual tribute, and received Egyptian 


governors into all their principal. 


towns; and in a ſhort time he car- 
ried his arms over all Aſia, and 


part of Europe. He croſſed the 


Ganges, traverſed all India, as far 
as the Eaſtern ocean. 
the Scythians, as far as the river Ta- 


May . divides E rope from 1 | 


people. 


He ſubdued: 
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throne of his father deceaſed, Upon fa: 


And having ſubdued that ſide 
of Ala, he was now penetrating 
into the heart of Thrace in Europe, 
when either the want of proviſions, 


or ſome other diſcouragements in ſo 


deſert a country; or rather, an ac- 
count of the news that his brother 
Armais had done every thing againſt 
their agreement, and uſurped the 
crown, obliged him to return to 
Egypt. Where, after à providen- 
tial eſcape from the treaſon of his 
brother, and having diſbanded his 
army, he ſpent the reſt of his days 


in building temples in every city of 


Egypt, in railing - vaſt mounts or 
hills of earth, to which he removed 
the cities, that had before too low 
a ſituation; and, by digging canals 
from Memphis to the ſea, he con- 
tributed much to the pleaſure, trade, 
and proſperity of his. country and 
He alſo fortiſied his fron- 
tier towns, and built a wall from 
Peluſium through the deſerts, as far 
as Heliopolis, which is at leaft fif= 
teen hundred furlongs, to defend 
the Eaſt ſide of Egypt againſt: the 
ir ruptions of the "— and Ara- | 
bians. | 
His pride led him to erect two 

obeliſks of poliſhed marble, an hun- 
dred and twenty cubits :high, on 
which was inſcribed an account of 
the extent of his empire, the value 
of his revenue; and the number of 
the nations which he had conquer-/ 
ed. The ſame love of fame was 
the cauſe of his building a ſhip of 
two hundred and eighty cubits long, 
all of cedar, gilded all over with 
gold without, and lined quite through 
with ſilver within. But his ambi- 
tion ſhew'd itſelf moſt in obliging 
four or more of his tributary kings to 
be W in his chariot, and to dram 


him, 


— — —ũ̃ — — 
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occaſions. But he was cured of this 
piece of arrogance before he died; by 
a keen reflection of one of thoſe 
Kings, whom, obſerving him with 
gteat ſteadfaſtneſs looking back up- 
on the wheel, he aſked the ſubject 
of his thoughts on that occaſion.— 
To which the tributary anſwer'd 
De going round of the wheel, O king, 
calls to my mind the vicifſitudes of for- 
tune: for, at levery part of the wheel 
is upper maſt and lowermoft by turns, 
fo it is iuiih men, who one day. fit on 
a: throne; and. on the next, are re- 
duced ta the vile/t degree of flavery.— 
Which wrought ſo upon the king, 
that be iet off that Epen n e 
tica go. . 

8. [ ſhall Kin you no en 
than till you give me the hiſtory of 
the Amaletites, E domites, WR; 
and Midianites? 

7. The Amaleſites were che firſt 
that attacked the ſfraelites after they 
had croſſed the Ned. ſea. They 
were the deſcendants of Amalek, 
the ſon of Elephax, by his concu- 
bine Timna. Their country lay 
between Egypt and 7 bound- 
ed by Canaan to the Norih; by E- 
__Eypt,. or ſome of its tributaries, to 

the Sauth; by Edom, or the land 
of Seir, to the Eat; and by the ſea 
towards the F/e/t.. 

:» Their religion ied from 
4 hauſe of Abraham to the idola- 
try of the Edomites. They were ſu- 
perior to their neighbours in power 
and greatneſs; and, if we may 
judge from the ſituation of their 
country, they were not leſs regard- 
ed for their trade or commerce. 
Theit form of government was mo- 
nrehicul, ad the _— were bold 
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+ of his daughters, 


We HOLY B1BLE explained. || 


him, inſtead of horſes, on certain 


The Edomites were the deſcend- 
ants of Eſau, or Edom. Their an- 
cient kingdom, when in its mer 
dian, was bounded on the Norih by 
the land of Canaan and the Salt-ſea; 


on the South, by the Arabian gulph; 


on the Eaſt, by the land of Midian; 
and, on the V, by the kingdom 
of Amateki- The natives were a 
bold and courageous people, jealous 
of their privileges, and always ready | 
to maintain them. | 

Their religion ſoon fell into ido- 
latry; and if it be certain, that 
7b lived amongſt them, there will 
be no reaſon to doubt, that the in- 
vention and uſe of conſtellations in 
aſtronomy, the art of writing, the 
art of navigation, and many other 
parts of truly uſeful knowledge, 
were begun and . wth in this 
nation, 

Their civil government ſuffered 
various revolutions.” In the time 
of the Horites, who very early in- 
habited this land, each family was 
govern'd by its own patriarch, or 
bead. But Cherdaloamer, king of 
Elam, having ſubdued them, their 
conſtitution was changed into an 
elective: monarchy. Under which 
form Efau and his family lived for 
ſome time; when it was again divid- 
ed, by his intereſt, into ſeveral little 
independent principalities or dukedoms, 
This kind of government devolved 
at laſt wholly. into the hands of E- 


ſau's poſterity, who were 'ftiled 


abſolute dukes of. Edom; and, being 
eleven in all, at the approach of the 

Tfraelites, choſe a ſovereign to head 
them againſt all their enemies. 

+ The . Moabites were deſcended 
from Moab, the ſon of Lot, by his 
inceſtuous commerce with the elder - 
Their country 

Was 


- 
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of the MoABIT Es, 


was bounded on the Eaſt by the de- 


ſerts of Arabia; on the Weſt, by 
the mountains that lie Eaſi from 
the Dead. ſea; on the North, by the 
country of the Ammonites, the de- 


ſcendants of Lot by his younger 
daughter; and, on the South, by 


the brook, or little river Zevid, 
which runs into the Dead ſea, be- 
ing in all about 40 miles ſquare. 
Their religion had apoſtatized to 
the idolatry of their neighbours ; 


and they worſhipped their falſe gods 
with ſuch mon/trous and obſcene cere- 
monies, as are not fit to be named; 

and even dared to offer human vic- 


tims to their principal idols Chemo/h 


and Baal- Peor. Their government 
was regal, and their country. had 
been much diminiſhed by Shan, 
king of the Amorites, who took from 
the Meabites all that part of their 
kingdom, as far as the north of the 


river Arnon. 


_ This Kingdom was anciently i in- 
habited by the Emims, which in the 
Hebrew ſignifies Terribles; a great 
and powerful people, of extraordi- 
nary ſtrength and ſtature, deſcend- 
ants of Ham, and of the ſame g:- 


gantic race with the Anakims and 
Rephaims. 


The Midianites take their name- 
from Midian, the fourth fon of A- 


brabam by Keturah his wife. Theſe 
people, in the early ages of the 
world, were confounded. with the 


| Ilmaclite : and ſoon after ſeem to 


M1Dranirts, Se. 1 
be conjoin'd with the Moabites, as: 


if they had been one nation, which 
ſceming commixture however was 
no more than a miſtaking the Mi. 
dianites, that border upon the NA 
abites on the North, for Maabites; 

and the MMidianites, that lived-in YI 
South of their country, for I/omge- 


lites their neighbours. For tho! its 
boundary on the Eaſt is uncertain, 


yet on the weſt it was contiguous 
to the land of Edom; on the North, 
to the country of Moab and, on 
the South, to the Red. ſon. 


Their religion was idolatrous in 
the Northern parts of their count; 


but Fethro, who lived in the South, 


and worſhipped the God of heaven, by 


ſhews that they ſtill retain'd ſome 
part of the religion of their forefa- 
thers.— As to their government, it 
appears, from many circumſtances, 
to have been ariſtocratical rather 


than monarchical, in the hands of - 


many petty princes or dukes ; yet 
following the example of the Eado- 


mites at the approach of the {/raehtes, 
they united themſelves under Shon, 


king of the Amorites, and beciiie 
his feudatories, tho they were a nu- 
merous and rich people: But then, 
28 their buſineſs was alrogether graz- 
ing and merchandize, and they lived 


chiefly in tents, unprovided with 


any places of ſtrength, and much 
given to vanity, riot and excels, 


they were an eaſy prey to any force 


that inclined to invade them, i 
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2 be H. TER of Joshua, containing. his Government and Wars 
doi h the Canaanites: The Paſſage of tbe Iſraelites over Jor- 
dan. Of the City and Siege of Jericho. The Sin of Acnan, 
aud his Puniſhment. Of the Gibeonites, and their C onqueſt | * 

. by. Josnwa. How Joshua divided the Land of Canaan - 7 

mong the Iſraelites. The Government ſettled in theſe new Con- = 
= . - queſts by JosnuA. The Death of Josnv a, and his Character. | 
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N ho was the Author of the Book of Josnu A. 
Of Urim and Thummim. 


Ranas. 


15 8. 2 Joſhua march imme- 


diately over Fordan after 


1 the time of mourning for e was 


N 
. T. Talus was ſenſible. of the 


xeat loſs he had in the death of 
NMoſes, and of the great danger which 
might. follow. a precipitate march 
- againſt a numerous and powerful 
people, who were well acquainted 
with the intended invaſion by the 
I/raelites; and had not only fortified 
their towns, but united their forces 
from different nations, to give them 


| battle: and therefore he did not 


move immediately, till he had taken 
fome neceſſary precautions; nor in- 
geed till God appear'd to him in 
the ſanctuary, and commanded him 
to go over Ferdan with all the peo- 
ple, with a promiſe of ſucceſs in all 
theic undertakings. —Be ſtrong, ſays 
the Lord to Jeu, and of a good 
courage; be not afraid, neither be 
thou diſmay d; for the Lord thy Gad 
is with thee huher/aver thou gorſt. 

S. Did Jaſbua obey the voice of 
God? 

T. He immediately ordered his 
officers to make proclamation to the 
whole hoſt, as alſo to the Reubenites, 
Gadites and Manaſſites, to prepare 


for their expedition over Jordan at 


the expiration of three days. 


eee 


S. Did the people obey this, or- 
der of Joſhua ? 

T. Tbey with one conſent an- 
fwered Joſhua, ſaying, all that thou 
cammandeſt us we will do, and whither - 
ſerver thou ſendeft us we will go. Ac- 
cording as we hearkened unto Moſes 
2: all. things, ſo will we hearken unto 
hee. 
§. What precaution had Joſhua 
taken ? 

T. He had ſent tw» 5 Caleb 
and  Phineas, to Jericho, that by 
their report of the country about it, 
and the ſtrength of the city, he 
might be more able to know. how 
to approach and attack t. 

S. What report did theſe bis © 
bring to Fauna? 

7. They inform'd him how they 
were diſcover'd going to the inn. 
and how the het; for that is th 
meaning of the word Harlot in the 
original [; preſerved them from thoſe 
that came to ſeize them, till oppor- 
tunity might ſerve. for them to eſ- 
cape ; on condition that ſhe and her 
family ſhould be ſaved, if the Lord 
did deliver that city into the hands 
of the Iſraelites. She alſo told them 
of the great dread, which all her 
people had of them, from the time 
of their conqueſts of Sihon and Og. 
Then being let down over the wall of 
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the city from a window in Rabab's 
houſe, their hoſteſs, they eſcaped to 
the mountains, ſhe having directed 
tbe men of Jericho to purſue the ſpies 
to the fords of Jerdan; and, after 
three days, having ventur'd down 
to the fords, they found the paſſage 
clear, and came and told Jaſbua; 
Truly we are ſatisfied from what we 
have heard of one Rahab at Feri- 


cho, that the Lord has delivered into 


our hands all the land; for even 
all the inhabitants of the country do 
faint becauſe of us. Only we have 
{worn to preſerve Kahab and all her 
houſhold alive. 

S. What did Jaſbua upon this fa- 
vourable report? | 
T. He marched from Shittim ear- 
ly next morning to the eaſt fide of 
the river Jordan, which was about 
ſeven miles. | 

S. How many of the Reubenites, 
Gadites and Manaſſites, went with 
"Zoſhua on this occaſion ? 


T. Forty thouſand. The reſt, 
about 60,000 men more, able to 


bear arms, being thought neceſlary 
to be left to defend their new con- 
queſts againſt any attempts in the 
_ abſence of their main body. 

S. In what manner did 7o/hua 
order the march over Jordan? 
T. He commanded the prieſts, 
that carried the ark, to begin the 
proceſſion; and then each tribe to 
follow, in the ſame order as they 
uſed to march heretofore. But the 
prieſts were ordered to ſtand ſtill in 
the middle of the channel, till the 
whole multitude were got ſafe to the 
other ſhore. 5 3 

S. Why is this river called Jordan? 

T. From the Hebrew For, 1. e. 
a_ ſpring, and Dan, a ſmall town 
near the ſource of this river, which 


riſes at Phiala, an hundred and 
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tion that night: And, in memory 
of God's making a paſſage for them 


twenty furlongs from Cæſarea Phi- 


lippi, à little on the right hand, and 


not much out of the way to Tra- 
chonitis. It paſſes through a cave 
called Panion, and from that cave 
it croſſes the lands and fens of the 
lake Semechon ; and, running 120 
furlongs more, it . paſſes under the 
city Julias, which is Bethſaida ; 
and fo over the lake Genneſareth, or 


Tiberias; and then running a long 


way through a deſert, it empties it- 
ſelf into the lake Aſphaltites, or 
Dead-Jea. So that it extends its 
courſe quite from the northern to 
the ſouthern boundary of the Holy 
Land. Its banks are covered with 
buſhes and trees, which give ſhel- 
ter to lians, and other wild beaſts : 
and their being obliged to leave 
that fituation, at the times thoſe 


banks are overflow'd, interprets that 


paſſage of the prophet, he ſball come 
up like a lion from the fwellings of 
Jordan, Fer. xlix. 19. 

S. What other directions did 
Jaſbua give on this occaſion ? 

T. The night before they march - 


ed, he enjoin'd them to ſani3ify 


themſelves, by waſhing theicclothes, 
avoiding all impurities, and by ab- 
ſtaining from matrimonial conva- 


through that part of the river, where 
no body had ever paſſed before; and 
which, at this very time, was much 
ſwelled by haſty rains, &c. he com- 


manded twelve great ſtones to be 


ſet up in the channel, where the 
prieſts ſtood; and to bring twelve 
more a- ſhoar with them for the 


ſame purpoſe, by a man out of each 
tribe. 


S. How did the waters of Jor- 
dan divide themſelves? VI 
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T. As ſoon as the prieſt's feet 
touched the river, the ſtream di- 
vided; the waters above, or towards 
'the bead of Jordan, rolling back as 
far as the city Adam, near Zaretan, 


of the ſea of Cinnereth or Gallilee; 
and thoſe below continuing their 
courſe towards the Dead-ſea : So 
that there remained a dry paſlage 
for about 18 miles, which return'd 
to its former element, as ſoon as 
the //razlites were paſſed over, which 
happen'd on the 10th day of the 1ſt 
month of the 41ſt year after their 
coming out of Egypt. | 

S. Where did they encamp that 
night ? 

T. At a pace afterwards called 
Gilgal, about two miles eaſt of the 
territories of the little kingdom of 

ericho. 

S. Where did Jeh⁰ν,ẽỹẽõ¶rder hs 
twelve ſtones taken out of Jordan 
to be placed? © 

T. In Gilgal; as 2 8 that 
God had now taken away their re- 
proach of the Egyptian ſervitude, 
and performed his promiſe, by bring- 
ing them into the land of promiſe. 
And thereſore that camp was called 
Gilgal, which fignifies roling, or 
zaking way. 

S. Did Jeſbua march immediate- 

ly againſt Jerich? 

F. No: He ſtay'd 5 conſiderable 
time at Gilgal; and renewed cir- 
cumciſion, and kept the Paſſover on 
the 14th day of the month. Du- 
ring which time the manna ceaſed, 
and the 7/razl:tes eat of the corn of 
the land of Canaan, Nor did Jaſbua 
move from thence, till he -had 
view'd Ferichs, to conſider the beſt 
way to approach it; in which view 


Jaſtua ſaw the Lord in a viſion, 


We Hor y BIEBL t explained. 


who told him that he was for tlie 
hoſt of 1ſ/rael, and directed him how 
to take Jericho. 

S. Did not the Canaanites at- 


tempt to repulſe theſe new comers? 
which was ſituate towards the South 


T. No: For when they heard 
of the miracle, which God bad 
wrought to bring them over Jer. 
dan, they were ſtill more afraid, 
and in a perfect conſternation ; ſo 
that they neither attacked "the 7/> 
raclites at that time, nor fo much 


as conſulted what was proper for 


them to do for their common ſafety, 
S. How did God appear to , 
when he was reconnoitring, Jeri 
cho ? 
7. Like a man with a ſword in 
his hand, and aſſumed to himſelf 
the name of Captain and Guardian 


of the h or army of Hrael. 


S. What account have we of 
the city of Jericho EN 
T. It was a city of Canaan, about 
7 leagues, from Feruſalem, and two 
from Jordan. Moſes call d it the 
city of palm. trees, becauſe there was 
a great number of them, and of 
balſam trees, whoſe liquor was ſo 
much eſteem'd by the ancients, in 
the plains of Jericho. The plain of 
ericho was formerly watered by a 
rivulet, that was falt and bitter, 
till the prophet Elifha made it ſweet; 
by which miracle the adjacent coun- 
try became the moſt fertile land in 
thoſe parts, —The city was walled 
round, and fortified with ſtrong 


gates, 


S. How did Jeſbua beſiege, and 
take it? 
T. His army, according to the 
direction he had received in the vi- 


ſion, marched round the city fix 


days ſucceſſively, ſeven prieſts blow- 


ing trumpets of rams horns going 
before 


— 


. 
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before the ark; and, having ob- 


ſerved the ſame proceſſion ſeuen 


times, on the ſeventh day he com- 
manded the prieſts to blow a long 


blaſt with their trumpets, and the 
People to give a loud acclamation 


of victory, and the walls of the city. 
fell flat to the ground; ſo that the 
Ifraelites enter'd it without any ob- 


ſtruction or oppoſition, and put eve- 


ry man, woman, child, and beaſt 
to the ſword, excepting Rabab, and 


thoſe relations ſhe protected under 


her own roof, according to the a- 
greement made with the ſpies ; ; and 
burnt the city, Jeſbua adding this 
imprecation Cu ſed be the man be- 


fore the Lord, that raiſeth up and 
buildeth this city ſericho; he ſhall | 


lay the foundation thereof in his fir/t- 


born, and in his youngeſt ſon ſhall be 


je up the gates fit. 

S, Was this prophetic impreca- 
tion ſufficient to deter its rebuilding? 
T. No: For in the days of Ahab, 
king of Hrael, Hiel the Bethelite, 
not regarding the word of the Lord, 
and taken with the beauty of its /z- 
tuation, rebuilt Jericho; but not 
without divine puniſhment 3 for he 
laid the foundation thereof in Abiram 


his firſt- born, and ſet up the gates 
thereof in his youngeſt ſon Segub, (1 


Kings xvi. 34.) However, God 
proceeded no further againſt the 
new inhabitants; for it became ſo 
famous akerwards, that in the days 
of the laſt kings of Judah it yielded 


to none, but Ferujalem. Here He- 


rod the Great built a royal palace, 
in which he.died ; and it was a- 


dorned with an Hippodromus, or 
riding ſchool, where the Few!h no- 
bles were taught the great horſe, and 
other arts ot chiualry; with an am- 
phitheat re, and other magnificent 


buildings. It was the dwelling⸗ 


place of Zaccheus, and was honour i 3 


with the preſence, and ſome mira» 
cles of Chriſt. | 
S. Is this city yet ſtanding! ? 

7. No: For the treachery of i its 
inhabitants, duting the ſiege of Je- 
ruſalem, provoking the Romans to 
deſtroy it, it was never after re- 
built; tho' there was another city 
of that name, founded in thoſe parts, 
which does not appear to have been 
of any account or bigneſs; and, at 
preſent, is dwindled into a poor, 
naſty village of the wild Arabs, 
The ruins of the two former cities 
are ſtill to be ſeen by thoſe that tra- 
vel that way 

S. Did the Iſraelites Gave 10 8 
in the deſtruction of Jericho 3 
T. Yes: They preſerved the Al. 
ver and geld, and ſuch, veſſels of 
braſs and iron, as were to be put into 


the treaſury of the houſe of the Lord, 


according as Joſhua commanded 


them from the Lord. 
S. Did not one of the Iſraelites 


take of the ſpoil, and retain it for 


private uſe * 

T. Yes: One Achan, the ſon of 
Carmi, the ſon of Zabdi, the ſon 
of Zerah, who was the ſon of Ju- 


dah, took privately a Babylonih 


garment, which ought to have 
periſhed in the flames, and ſome of 


the /ilver and gold, which had been 


devoted only to the ſervice of God. 
S. How was Achan detected? 
T. This crime brought upon V 


rael the anger of the Lord; ſo as to 


puniſn them with bad ſucceſs in 


their next attempt againſt the little 


city Ai, or Hai, which was ſituate 
on the Eaſt of Bethel, about 12 


miles from Jericho, and four from 


Bethel: For the three thouſand men, 
L whom 
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| 'to reduce this 
place, were put to flight, and loſt 
about 36 in their retreat.— This 
not only diſhearten'd the whole 
camp, that ſtil} remain'd at Gz- 
gal, but made Jeſbua with the el- 
ders repair to the ark of the Lord, 
with all the tokens oſ ſorrow and 
humiliation; and Jeſbna intreated 
the Lord not to forſake his people, 
and to ſhe w him the occaſion of this 
ſudden change of his providence, by 


whom Foſhua ſent 


making them turn their backs upon 


their enemies. To which the Lord 
was gracioully pleaſed toanſwer him 
by Urim, that his command, relating 
to the ſpoil of the city Jericho, had 
been ſacrilegiouſly infringed by a per- 
fon whom he would diſcover ;. and 
that he would not be appeaſed till 
the offender was put to death. Then 
Foſhua, as the Lord directed him, 
called all the tribes together before 
the tabernacle ; where, by caſting 
the lot firſt upon the tribes, and ſo 
roceeding from the tribe to fami- 
bes, from family to houſholds, and 
from houſhold to the particular per- 
ſons in that houſhold, Achan was 
found to be guilty of ſecreting a 
royal garment, a wedge of gold, and 
tuo hundred fhekels of ſolver, which 
he had hid in themidft of his tent, 

S. How was he puniſhed ? 

T. He, and his ſons, daughters, 
cattle, tent, and all his moveables, 
were brought into the valley, which 
from him was afterwards called A 
chad ; where he, in the fight of his 
family, was ſtoned to death, and all 
his goods and chattles were burnt. 
After this execution the people call- 
ed 2 Achar, or the troubler of If- 
rael. 

S. Did the {fraelites att 


mpt A. 
any more? 


Ti. After Acban had ſuffer d, to ap» 


peaſe the divine juſtice, God orders 
Jaſbua to march again againſt Ai, 
and not only promiſed him ſucceſs 3 
but, to encourage the ſoldiery, he 
allow'd them the plunder to be taken 
in that expedition. m. 
% * How did Jaſbua attack this 
city n 4 0 

T. He detaches 30, ooo men from 
the camp, five thauſand of which 
were order'd to form an ambuſcads 
between Bethel and Ai, that upon 
2 /ignal (which was a ſpear, with 
a banner upon it) ſhould enter the 
city, and ſet it on fire; while he, 
at the head of 25000, would attack 
the city on the oppoſite ſide: and 
by a ſeint, or pretence of flight, 
upon the king of 4's ſallying out, 
he drew all the men of the city to 
purſue him, ſo far as to give the 
ambuſcade an opportunity to ſur- 
prize the town; which was ac- 
cordingly effected: and as ſoon as 
Joſbua ſaw the city in flames, he 
faced about, and charged the army 
of the king of Ai, who ſeeing their 
city in flames were fo difpirited, 
that they bad neither power to fight 
nor to fly. In the mean time, be- 
ing attacked in the rear by the am- 
buſcade, they were all cut to pieces: 
"The victorious army enters the city 


puts every human creature to the 


ſword, to the amount, of 12000, 
except their king, who being taken 
priſoner in the flight was hanged on 
a gibbet, and buried under a heap 
of ſtones at the gate of the city. 
The fame whereof ſo alarm'd the 
other kings on that ſide Jordan, 
that, except the Gibeanites, they en- 
tered into a mutual alliance for 
their defence againſt theſe invaders. 
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ir 


$. What did Foſpua after this 


victory? 


7. He having nothing to fear 
from the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bourhood, ordered the Iſruelites to 


decamp from Gilgal nearer to 


mount #bal : where, as the Lord 


had. commanded by Moſes, Faſbua 


built an altar unto the Lord on 
mount Ebal; wrote upon the ſtones 
thereof a copy of the law of Ao/es 
in the preſence of the children of 
Iſrael; ordered the ark ta be ſet in 


the midſt between mount Ebal and 


mount Gerizim ; and, having of- 
fered ſacrifices for the mercies they 
had lately received, he ordered the 


whole people to divide themſelves 


into two companies, one half to 
ſtand upon Ebal, and the other half 
to ſtand facing of them on Geri- 
zim, and to pronounce the curſes 
and bleſſings, which Moſes com- 
manded; and then he himſelf read 
them and all the precepts of the law 
in the hearing of all the congrega- 
tion, both men, women, children, 
and ſtrangers. . 
S. Why did not the Gibeonites 
enter into the alliance with their 
neighbours againſt the 7/rae/ites ? 
T. Becauſe they hit on a ftrata- 
gem by which they thought to a- 
void the common deſtruction, and 
to ſecure their own lives and liber- 


ties without any hazard. 


. What was their ſtratagem? 
T. They ſent ambaſſadors to 
Joſhua, under a pretence of coming 
from a people in a diſtant country, 
to deſire peace and alliance with 
Ifrael: And they outwitted the 
fraelites by producing their moul- 
dy-bread, their torn-leatber-bottles, 


| _their old cloths and ſþoes, alledging 
that theſe were worn out by the 
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length of the journey from their 
own country. Beſides, as they pro- 
feſſed a great regard for the God 
of heaven, who had done fo great 


things for Iſrael, they met with 


little or no trouble in obtaining 
their requeſt, and their alliance ra- 
tified ' both by Jo/hua and all the 
princes of the congregation. -  '- 
S. Did not the {ſraelites diſcover 
this trick put upon theni by the 
Gibeonites? "Kg 
T. Yes: They diſcovered the 
impoſture within three days after 
they were gone: And when it was 
known that theſe were riear neigh- 
bours and ſome of the people whom 
7oſhua was commanded to deſtroy, 
the people were not reſtrained from 
murmuring againſt their elders for 
their indiſcretion ; till Jaſpua had 
expoſtulated the cheat with the 
chiefs of the Gibeonites, whom he 
ſent for on that occaſion; and in- 
formed, that notwithſtanding their 
lives and goods ſhbuld be ſaved, 
becauſe of the ſolemn league be- 
tween them, they muſt expect to 
live in a ſtate of perpetual ſervitude 


and tribute to the Iſraclites. 


S. What account can you give 
me of this nation of the Gibæeonites: 
T. The Gibeoniles were deſcend- 


ed from the Hivites, the old inha- 


bitants of that country, and poſſeſſ- 
ed the cities of Gibeon, Cbephirah, 


Beeroth and Kirjath jearim. — 


They continued always ſubject to 
the impoſitions laid upon them by 
Joſbua; and though they were faith- 
ful to the Iſruelites, Saul, through 
4 miſtaken zeal of extirpating all 
the remains of the Canaanites out 
of the land, deſtroy d a great num- 
ber of them; which cruelty was 
firſt puniſhed. from heaven with a 

2 & famine 
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famine for three years in Iſrael, 
and then by the deaths of two of 
Saul's ſons by Rizpah, and of five 
fons of Merak, SauPs daughter by 
Acdriel, whom David by the ad- 
vice of the prophets deliver'd up to 
the Gibeonites to be crucified by 


way of atonement for the blood of 


their brethren. 


From this time there is no fur- 


ther mention of the Gibeonites, as 
compoſing a ſeparate people; being, 
as is generally agreed, changed in- 
to the name of Wein who 
were public ſlaves appointed for the 
uſe of the temple, under the or- 
ders of the prieſis and Levites. 
§S. Which was their chief city? 
T. Gibeon, or Gabaa, a city built 
on an eminence, as its etymology 


Indicates; about two leagues from 


Feruſalem, northward. Upon ſome 


occaſion afterwards we read (1 


Chron. xxi. 29, 30.) that the taber- 
nacle and altar of burnt ſacrifices, 
made by Moſes in the wildernefs 

were removed to this city, where 
(Solomon went to offer ſacrifices be- 
fore the temple was built. 

S. How did the neighbouring 
ſtates reliſh this alliance of the G:- 
beonites with Jaſbua? 

T. Very badly: For, in three 
days time the kings of the Canaa- 
nites, being informed thereof, 
march'd againſt them with their u- 
nited force and ſat down before the 

eity Gibeon. 
S. Did the Aings ſucceed in their 
artempe | 

P. No: 
[ried thereof, marched the choice 
of all the troops of 7/rael all night, 

attacked the kings early in the morn- 
ing, put them to flight, and purſued 
them as far as the deſcent to Beth- 


« *;*%*: + * 
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oron with great Ates took 


their kings priſoners, whom the 
hung upon five gibbets, and delt- 
vered the Gibeonites their allies. 

S. Did God ſeem to approve of 
this expedition by any viſible tokens 
of his favour? 

. Yes: For, he firſt put them 
into diſorder by a great ſhower of 
ſtones, which flew a great number 
of them; and then in the purſuit, 
at the requeſt of Foſhua, he cauſed 
the Szn and Moon to ſtop their courſe 
in the firmament, that the d 
might not cloſe in, till the Ißraelites 
had totally routed the army of the 


kings. 


S. What account can you give 
of this miraculoxs alteration i in the 
courſe of nature ? 

T. It was indeed very miraculous - 


But as he who makes a clock, af. 


ter diſordering its motion, can ſet it 
to rights again: So in like manner 
this was altogether as eaſy to the 


omnipotent power of God, who 


created theſe two great lights. And 
poſſibly by ſhortning the night as 
much as the day was lengthened, 
the whole natural day, conſiſting 

of twenty four hours, was of equal 
length, as at other times: So that 
there is no need to fuppoſe, that an 


extraordinary body of light repre- 
fenting the ſun was placed in the 


heavens ; Beſides, the prophet Ha- 
bakkuk repreſents it as a Wing re- 
ally done (Hab. iii. 11.) 

S. How many kings attacked 


| Sie! £ 
For, Jaſbua being ap- 


T. Five: bn nde, king of 


Jeruſalem Hobam, king of 


bron Piram, king of farmuth - 
Japhia, king of Lachiſb and De- 


bir, king of Eglon; 3 iam their ar- 
mien: 5 


S. Where 
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S. Where was theſe kings taken 


priſoners 75 


where they endeavoured to conceal 
themſelves, about eight miles diſ- 
tant from Eleutheropolis, a free city, 
built ſince the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem, frequently noted by Euſebius 
and Jerom as a point from whence 
they meaſure the diſtances of other 

places. 
S. What were the conſequences 


of this victory? 


T. The firſt and immediate ad 
vantage of this ſucceſs was the fur- 
render of the city 1Matkedah: and 
then Libnah, Lachiſb, Gezer, Ag- 
lon, Hebron, Debir, and all the 
Hill country lying in the South part 
of Canaan, and all the Y ale-country 
adjoining to the ſaid hills, and a- 
bounding. with ſprings, even from 
Kadeſh-bernea, which lay in the 
very South coaſt of Canaan, to 


Gaza or its territories, Which lay 


in the Southweſt corner of Ganzen, 
and belonged to the Philiſtines, 
who polleſled all the Weſtern coaſt 


TELE” S 


of which was conquered. by Jobua, 


were taken by the 1/raelites,” and. 


all their inhabitants were put to the 
ſword, and their kings hanged up, 
befara they, returned to the camp 
at Gilgal. Thus ended  Foſhua's 
ſecond and glorious campaign. 

S. Did not Tae, purſue, his 
conqueſts ? 

7.. He did not move out of "ex 
camp till he Was informed that ſe-, 
veral of the princes of the North of 
Cangan, had united their forces and 
with a numerous army of 200000 
foot, 19000 horſe, and 2000 cha- 
riots were in full march to give him 


battle. 


S. What do Jou mean by hay 


n riots ? 
T. In the cave near Maktedab ; 


V They * of great uſe in 


the battles of the ancients, as may 


be ſeen in every author that treats 
of martial exploits, — The beam 
to which the horſes were faſtened, 
was armed with ſpikes with iron 
points, which projected forward: 
the yokes of the horſes had two 
cutting falchions of three cubits 
length: the axle-trees had fixed to 


them two iron ſpits, with ſcythes 


at their extremities: the ſpokes of 
the wheels were armed with jave- 
lins, and the very fellows with 
ſcythes, which tore every thing 
they met with to pieces. The axle- 
tree was longer, and the wheels 
ſtronger than uſual, that they might 
be the better able to bear a ſhock, 
and the chariot leſs liable to be o- 
verturned. The chariotteer was 
covered all over with armour, and 
was fixed in a kind of tower made 
of ſolid wood, about breaſt high; 


and ſometimes men well armed 


were put into the chariot, and 
fought from! thence, with darts ae 
arrows. 

S. Did, 7522 20 out to meet 
them? 

T. Yes: And engaged hath near 
the. waters..of Merom, near to the 
lake Semechon, which was between 
the head of Jordan and the ſea of 
Galilee, not far from Hazer the 
capital « of Fabin, one of the kings 
that was at the head of the confe- 
deracy againſt the [ſraclites. | 

S. What ſucceſs had 


_— * 


Joſtua ? 


. He furprized this great ar- 


my; put them to flight; hamſtrung 
their horſes; burnt has chariots 3 


purſued them as far as the great ci 
ty Zidon and Mizrephoth- Maim, 


1 3 weſt- 
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weſtward, and to the valley of 


Mizpah, caltward, Then he col-- 


Jefted his forces from the purſuit, 
and advancing to Hazor, he took 


ic, hanged its king, put all the in- 
habitants to the ſword, and burnt' 
the city to the ground, He alſo took 
the other cities, | whoſe inhabitants 


where ſlain in battle; but they that 


had eſcaped by Aight, being all put 
to the ſword, and their kings hang- 


ed, the plunder of them Was given 
ro the ſoldiery. : 

S. Did none of theſe Canaanites 
eſcape the ſword of Iſrael? 


T. No doubt but that a gteat 


many eſcaped into other countries : 
and if it be conſidered, that this 
country laid upon the coaſt of the 
Mediterranean ſea, and that the Pha- 
uicians were maſters of the ſea- 
eoaſts, by whoſe aſſiſtance the Ca- 
naanites might make their eſcape 


into whar parts they pleaſed : and 


bow it is certain that the Pheni- 


cians are recorded to have, about 


this time, ſent out a'vaſt many co- 
Jonies ; we muſt either ſuppole the 
Phenicians to be much more 

pulous, than fo ſmall a country 
could poffibly be; or the greateſt 
part of theſe colonies ſent out in 
their name muſt be preſumed to 
be the Refugees of Canaan, who 
made their eſcape by ſhipping to 
all the coaſts which lay round the 
Mediterranean and #, gean eas, and 
even to other parts of Europe; A- 
| Ha and Afri 


rica. 
8. How far did theſe conqueſt 


extend ? 
7. From mount Halak, that 


dam, ſouthward ; and to Baal- Gad 
in the valley of Lebanon, under 
mount . northwarg. 


joins on to Seir, or country of E- 


The Hot y BI EE explained. 


8, How long was Ne en- 


gaged 1 in theſe conqueſts ?: 


T. At leaſt, between fix and ſe- 
ven yeats: becauſe God had ſaid, 
I will not drive them out before thee 
in one year, leaft the land become de- 


folate, and the beaſts of the field N 


tiply againſt thee + By little and little 
will i. drive them out before thee, un- 


fil thou be increaſed, and inherit the 
land, (Exod. xxiii. 29, 30) 
8. Did Fo/bug compleat his con- 


queſts in the deſtruction of Jabins 


and his Confederates ® 
T. No: For, he did not finiſh 
this campaign, till he had utterhy 
deſtroyed all the Anatims, or men of 
gigantieł ſlature, that inhabited the 
mountains, and raiſed their cities; 
by which means, the {/raelites were 
brought into quiet poſſeſfion of the 
whole land, according to all that 
the Lord had ſaid unto Moſes. 
S. Were the Arakims entirely 
deſtroyed on this occaſions? 
. All that were found in the 
conquered countries; But ſome few 
fled, and took refuge in the land of 
the Phillines. | | 
S. Were there no remains left 
of the-ancient inhabitants, beſides | 
the Gribeonttes or Hivites? © 
T: Yes; for tho*theſe nations 4 
kings of Canaan were brought un- 
der the ſubjection of, and made tri- 
butary to the Iſratlites ; z yet they 


were not totally extirpated, as God 


had ordered 'them : many of them 


ſtill remained in the land, particu- 


larly the Feb»/ites, who continued 
unſubdued, till the time of David 
and Solomon; when, and not till 
then, all the territories of the Ca- 
naanites were conquered and brought 
under the government of the Jews. 
Thoſe, who remained till that time 
| Were 
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were as thorns in the ſides of a- 
el, by whom God often puniſhed 
them for their fins; as he did alſo 


by the ſtrong and warlike Phili/- 


tines, the Moabites and Ammonites, 


and the kings of Meſopotamia. 
S. How many kings did 7o/ſhua 
rout? | | | 
T. Beſides the Amorite kings, 
Sibon and Og, and the Medianite 
on the eaſt fide of Jordan, Foſbua 
ſubdued and divided the land of one 
and thirty more kings on the weſt 
fide ; where I deſire you to obſerve. 


That theſe kings were fo many 
Inferior branches of the ſeven na- 
tions, which God had promiſed to 


give the children of Frael: And, 


though they were independent of 
each other, they were rather fitular 
than real kings; none of them ha- 


ving any great number of ſubjects 
under their command, and perhaps 
a few cities only with their depen- 


deneies. So that when we read in 
ſcripture of Kings, Princes, Dukes, 
and nations, in thoſe early times, 
we ought to limit our ideas within 


due bounds, and not to imagine, 
that they muſt neceſſarily: {ignify, 


as high degrees of power and ho- 


nour, as now they do; becauſe the 
words are the ſame which are now 
in uſe, Is n | 

S. What were the names of the 


31 kings on the weſt of Jordan? 


T. The kings of Jericho, Ai, 


Jeruſalem, Hebron, Farmuth, La- 


chiſh, Eglom, Gezer, Debir, Geder, 
Hhrmah, Arad, Libnah, Adullam, 


| Mathedab, Beth-el, Tappuab, He- 
 pher, Aphek, Laſharon, Madon, Ha- 


zur, Shimron-meron, Achſbaph, Taa- 
nach, Megrddo, Kedeſh, 'Fotkneam of 
Carmel, Dor, of the nations of Gil- 


gal. or Galilee, and of Tirxab. 


F. Did Jau live to conquer 
the remaining part of the land, 
which God had promiſed to the ſeed: 
of Abr aham ? F q wr; FP 
T. No: But after God had told 
him, that all the country of the. 
Philiftmes, lying on the Adediterra- 
nean ſea ſouthward, and all the ter- 
ritory of the city Ggſburi, in the 
N. E. of Canaan ; even all the land 
from the rivulet S:hon, which di- 
vides Canaax and Egypt to the bor- 
ders of Ekron northward, a coun» 
try which originally belonged ta 
the Canaanite, but poſſeſſed by five 
petty Princes, or Lords of the Ga- 
zathites, Afpaathites, Efhkalonites, 
Gittites, and Elronitrs, with a mix- 
ture of Avites, who were the anei · 
ent inhabitants of that country: 
and that all the land of the Canaan- 
ztes, properly ſo called, which reach- 


es from the Ph;l;fmes on the ſouth, 


and extends on the Mediterranean 
ſea, as far as to Mearahb of the Side» 
nians, the laſt place of Canaan 
northward, unto eaſt ward ; 


and ſo to the borders of the Am- 


rites and Gibites: And that all the 
country of Libanon, from Baal gad, 

on the eaſt, to the confines of Ha · 
math on the weſt: And that all the 
inhabitants of the hill country from 
Lebanon to Miſræphoth maim, and 


all the Sidonians living more weft 


of the faid inhabitants of the hill 
country, though they are yet une 
conquered, ſhould be ſubdued unto 
the Mraelites in due time, if they 
would be conſtant in their duty to 
him : He added, that though he did 
not chuſe to let theſe parts: of Ca- 
naan, laſt mentioned, tobe now ace 
tually conquered by the 1fraelites 3 
yet, it was his pleaſure that T 
ſhould proceed to divide to the nine 

L 4 titibes, 
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| 1 he half tribe of Manaſſel 
by lot, both What was conquered, 
and what was yet to conquer, in 
the land of Canaan, among the //-; 
raelites, after the manner which 
has been deſcribed before 
„ How did 0 deen this 

| command? 
507 5" „ firſt; "declared, the 
boukds! of the Rerbenites) Cadites, 
and Mauaſſites, on the eaſt ſide of 
Jordan, from S. to N. to reach from 
the river Arnon to mount Hermon, 
and from E. to W. to reach from 
the country. of the Ammanites, to 
the river Jordan; he proceeds in 
the diviſion of the country on the 
welt fide of Jordan. By which it 
appears, that the «tribes: of Aſber, 
Napbiali, Zebulun, and [fjachar, 
were allotted to the northern parts; 
Epbraim, and the half tribe of Ma- 
naſſeb, to the middle parts; and 


Judah, Benjamin, Dan, and Simeon, 


to the ſouthern parts: ſo that the 
full extent of this diviſion reached 
from Dan to Beerſpeba. By which 


God's promiĩſe made 470 7oarsi be- 


fore was accompliſhed. 

But to. reſcue this 4 Ag From 
ſome objections, that may:be made 
' by: thoſe that would cavil at every 


thing z or may be miſled for want 
of conſideration: Let it be obſery- 


ed, that Jebus, or Jeruſalent, poſ- 
ſeſſed by the 


that of Benjamin; though. David 
after wards made Jeruſalem the prin- 
cipal city of the tribe of Fudab, and 
the ſeat of his empire... Secondly, 
it wil} be proper to remember that 

as in this diviſion, Jeu allots to 
Caleb, Who was of the tribe of Ju- 
wah, the city of Hebron, and the 
adjacent terricory, within the divi- 


ebuſites, was partly 
in the tribe of udah, and Dee in 


De HoLx BIER elplained, 


ſion of Judah; which * 
town of Debir, were taken before. 
Jaſbua died: So the recapitula- 
tion which is made of the taking of 
theſe two places, after the death of 
Jaſbua, muſt not be accounted a. 
contradiction, as ſome have pre- 
tended, Thirdly, the city Timnah- 
Serah, in mount Ephraim, it may 
be witaout any ſpecial: regard to 
the number of his family, was y ield- 
ed hy conſent. as a peculiar portion, 


to Jaſbua, who was of the tribe of 


Ephraim, on account of his great 
ſervices. And laſtly, it is worth 
notice, That as the tribe of Levi 
was, from this time, diſperſed into 


certain cities among all che tribes, 
ſo they, for the moſt part followed 
the name of the tribe, among whom 


they ſojourned. Thus we read of 
a Levite in the tribe of Judah; of 


another in the tribe of Ephraim; 


becauſe the one dwelt within the 
limits of Taue, and the other of 
Ephraim. 

S. Did the 1 cermit 
the Tjraelites to take peaceable and 
quiet poſſeſſion of the land, accord- 
ing to this diviſion? ,., .., 

7. In ſome. parts they N . 
in others they diſputed their right, 
For, though Hebron, whoſe name 
was before Kirjath-Arba and Debir, 
formetly called Rirjaih-ſepher, or the 
univerſity or ſeat of learning, were 
allotted to Caleb; yet he could not 
obtain poſſeſſion of theſe cities, till 


he and Othnial his nephew, had dri- | 


ven the Anakims from thoſe holds; 


for which ſervice, Caleb gave Oth- 


viel his daoghter, Achſab, in mar- 


riage, and dowred her with ſeveral 
ſprings; that lay. convenient to ber 
huſband's eſtate. Nor could the 
whole tribe of Judah ever drive the 


Jebu- 
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Jebuſites out of Feruſalem, among 
whom they lived to the reign of 


King David, Nor could the E- 


phraimites diſpoſſeſs the Canaanites, 
from Gezer, but only made them 
tributaries; They alſo would con- 
tinue among the Manaſſites. ; 
S. Where was the fraelitiſb 
camp all this tine: 
T. At. Gilgal; but as ſoon as the 
children of Fudab and Foſeph had 
received their allotment of the land 
of promiſe, Jeſbua led them to Shi- 


lab, and ſet up the Tabernacle of 


meeting there, where it continued 
till the days of Samuel: Becauſe as 
Shiloh. was ſituate almoſt in the cen- 
tre of Canaan, it would be the moſt. 
convenient for the tribes to reſort 
to: And it alſo was the ſaſeſt place 
for the tabernacle, being guarded by 
Judah, and the children of Jeſeph, 
two of the moſt powerful bodies of 
the Ifraelites. 29482 4 
. Here. the Seven tribes, » who had 


not as yet drawn their lots, en- 


camped, till that was done to all 


their ſatisfactions. After which, 
Jaſbus, acknowledging that they 
had kept their covenant in helping 
their brethren to ſubdue the land; 
and adviſing them to continue ſted- 
faſt in their duty to God, bleſſed 
the Raubenites, Gadites; and Ma- 
naſſites, that had accompanied their 


brethren from the eaſt of Jordan, 


and ſent them home, laden with 
ſpoils and much cattle, which fell 
to their ſhare in the plunder of the 
enemy | 8 


S. Did Jaſoua give up all autho- 
rity over theſe tribes, on the eaſt of 


Jordan? „ als nin vo 
T. It cannot be. ſuppoſed: that 


he did: and, if we may credit the 


Samaritan Chronicle, when he ſent 


them away, he appointed -Nephiel, 
to be his Deputy or Lieutenant over 
the two tribes, and a half, on the 
other ſide Jordan. It ſays, more- 
over, that Jeſbua clothed him with 
a toyal robe, ſet a crown on his 


head, and made him ride on a horſe 


of ſtate, with a herald going before 
him, and proclaiming, This is the 
King the two tribes and an half, 
the preſident of juſtice," ibe director 
of affairs, and the General in the 
camp. |: Let his determination be con- 
cluſiue: In all difficult. cauſes. let him 
deſire an anſwer from Eleazar, the 
High-Prieft ;.'and if any one ſhall 
contraditt his ſentence,” or withdraw 


from his allegiance, it ſhall be lawful 


for any one to kill that man, and the 


whale" congregation ſhall be blameleſs . 

8. By what name was theircoun- 
try afterwards, called ? - 

T. Gilead, from Gilead, the ſon 
of Machir, and grandſon of Ma- 
na eb. by i 166M Lf «3 

S. Did the Hraelites, in Canaan, 
preſerve a good correſpondence and 
affection for theſe their brethren. 
ſettled on the eaſt fide of Jordan? 

7. Ves; but by a mere accident, 
it had like to have happened other- 
wiſe. For, they being arrived from 
the camp of Jaſbua, on the eaſtern 
banks of Jordan, the Neubenites, 
&c. erected an altar, which had al- 
molt proved of fatal conſequence, 
and brought the vengeance; of the 
whole nation, they had left on the 
other ſide, upon them, as apoſtates 
from the worſhip of the true God. 
It had been miſrepreſented to 7h, 
that this new Altar was intended 
as a ſeparate place of worſhip, for 
the to tribes and a haf; and that 
they had -refolved to forſake the 
worſhip at the altar, which had beer 

| ſet 
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ſet up with the tabernacle at Shi- 
Lob, and which was ordered by God, 


to be the common place for Burnt- 


Offerings, and other ſacrifices to 
ALL thetribes : But after the meſ- 
ſengers deputed to enquire into the 


fac, underſtood that this Altar was 


not erected for any religious uſe, 
but only as a memorial to ſucceed- 
ing ages; that though they were 
parted by Jordan, from their bre- 
thren, yet being of one extraction 
and religion, they had an equal right 


to the Altar at Shihh with them; 


they returned well ſatisfied, and, 
having aſſured their Principals that 


ſent them upon this enquiry, of 


the religious care of the Reubenites, 

Kc. to preſerve their poſterity in 
the fear and ſervice of the true God, 
they added this alſo, that the new 
Altar was called Ed, or a witneſs 
between the-other tribes and them, 
that the Lord was their God. + 

S. Whom did Jaſbua depute up- 
on this enquiry? 7? 

2. Phineas, the fon of Eleazar, 
and ten other perſons of the firſt 
rank, or a prince of each tribe. 

. Under what ſort of govern- 
ment did the {ſraelites live in their 
new conqueſts,  ' © 
N. It was a Tbeocracy, or divine 
government; for, as Moſes, ſo did 
Foſhua all his days, rule them from 
time to time, according to God's 
immediate appointment. The ſame 
may be even affirmed of the Fudges, 
who were no other than God's de- 
puties, or vicegerents over his peo- 
ple {frael. - God was truly their 
eſtabliſhed rewards and puniſhments 
to enforce: the obſervance of them, 
and gave orders and directions in 
all maiters of moment, out of the 


* 
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Shechinah, or pillar of glory men- 
tioned before, during the life of 
Mo ſes; and by the oracle of Urim 
and Thummim in the days of Joſbun 
and his ſueceſſors, in the govern- 
ment of {/rael > For, though the 
Ißraelites provoked, and, as it were 
rejected God from being their im- 
mediate governor, by ſetting up 
Samuel to be their king; yet So- 
lomon is ſaid to fit on the throne of 
the Lord, and the kingdom of his 


erity 1s called the kingdom of 
When Moſes delivered the laws 
of God to the Iſraelites, he did it 
in ſuch a ſtrain of high authority, 


as pointed out the fountain from, 


whence they did flow. His pro- 
miſes of Bleſſing to the obedient, 
and denounciation of a Curſe on the 
offender ; and the very manner in 
which the commandments were de- 
livered with Thunderings, Ligbten- 
ings, &c. ſpake forth the theocracy 
of God. IST 57 

The Iſraelites, who were a ſelf- 
iſh and ſtubborn generation, and 
inclined to murmur againſt God, 


on every appearance of diſtreſs, 


muſt have been' well perſuaded of 
God's immediate government of 


them, or it is ſcarce poſſible to be- 


lieve that they would ever have 
ſubmitted to that burthenſome rite 


of Circumciſion, or to thoſe coſtly 
and troubleſome Sacrifices ; with all 


the numerous precepts about eat- 
ing, waſhing, uncleanneſs, purgati- 


ons, &c. or to the ordinance of the 
. Sabattical year, which, obliging 
them neither to ſow their ground, 
nor prune their vineyards, nor ga- 
ther any-corn or fruits, that grew 


ſpontaneous, but to leave all for 
the uſe of the poor, expoſed them 
| to. 
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to the greateſt miſery and diſtreſs, 
and caſt them entirely upon the 


providence of God for two gears. 


But. 
He was not only their Linh, 
he was their captain General alſo, 


if I may be permitted to uſe chat 


term in the Godhead. God's ſpe- 
cial government of the Iſraelites 
never appeared more fully than in 


their triumphs by his divine provi- 


dence. Was not the Rod of God 
in the hand of Moſes, a military 
ſignal of ſucceſs in their firſt mar- 
tial exploit and victory over the 


Amalekites at Rephidim? Did not 


an . direct Fo/bua in the tak- 


ing of Fericho ? Were not the 
Shawers of Stones, which fell upon 


the enemies of //rael, and the ſtand- 
ing ſtill of the Sun and Moon to give 
Joſhua a better opportunity to pur- 
ſue and deftroy Adoni-bezet and 
the four Kings, his confederates, 
irreſiſtible proofs of God's immedi- 
ate ſuperintendency over his people ? 
God alſo acted the part of a 
dee in the Hebrew Republic, as 


1n the difpute between Moſes, Aa- 


ron, and Miriam; in the caſe of 
the daughters of Zelophehad. When 
the B OW was brought before 
Moſes, he was kept in caſtody till 
the will of the Lord could be 
known. And indeed it would be 
needleſs to multiply inftances of 
this kind, when it is certain that 
Mofes and Joſhua conſulted God in 
all difficult cafes ; and it is as ap- 
parent, that God was always rea- 
dy to give an anſwer, not only to 
theſe prime Miniſters, but to all 
that ſucceeded in Moſes's chair; 


when he was conſulted to reſtrain 


thoſe that tranſgreſſed againſt his 
laws ; to inſtruct thoſe who had a- 


ny ſeruples about the ſenſe of his 
ordinances 3 and to determine thoſe 
that were in ſuſpence en any 
important undertaking. | 
S. How long did Jaſpua govern 
theſe people in the land of Canaan. 
. About twenty-five or twen- 
ty-ſix years, from the time they 
pales over Jordan. 4.5 
form any remark 
able exploits after the building of 
the altar at Shiloh, and the diſmiſ- 
{ton of the tio Tribes and a half ? 
T. Sacred hiſtory makes no fur- 
ther mention of him, till, it is pro- 
bable, about nineteen years after, 
and in the laſt year af his life, he, 
at ſeveral times, ſummoned —4 
Elders of all Iſrael, to attend him, 
either at his own ſeat Sechem, or 


at Sh1loh ; and having pathetically 


reminded them of all the mercies 
and bleflings they had experienced 
from the Lord, from the days of 
Avraham and Moſes, and under his 
adminiſtration ; exhorted them to 
continue ſtedfaſt in their obedience 
to God's Laws, renewed their co- 
venant with God in very ample and 


ſignificant terms, which: covenant 


he not only recorded in the Book of 
the Law, but ſet up a great ſtone 
near the ſanctuary, as a teftimony 
againſt them, in caſe they ſhould 
prevaricate from God's ſervice. 
Soon after this Jaſbna died. 

8. How old" was Ne when he 
died ? Fg Fe 

7. He died in his hundred and 
tenth year. 

S. Will you pleaſe to give me 


a ſhort account of this great man ? 


T. He was the ſon of Nun, or, 


as the Greeks ſtile him, This is Je- 
ſus the Son 


of Nave, and of the 


tribe of Ephraim. He was born 
7 in 
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in the _ a the world 2460. 
And after he had devoted himſelf 
to Moſes, he is commonly his Ser- 
vant, or prime. MHiniſter. His ori- 
ginal name Was Haſea, or Saviour, 
which, Moſes: changed into ene 
i. e. The Salvation of God, or he 
will ſave: Phe firſt opportunity - 
that offered to Joſhua to ſignaliae 
his valour was. in the defeat; of the 
Aare And he was ee to 


n 


dered: hy God. t to receive the low 
upon Sinai. 

Josua Was charged with. the 
care and cuſtody of the tabernacle. 
of the.cangregation, at which he 


was very conſtant. It was he that ſes in the Prophetic, as well as ci- mM 


watched, ſo carefully for the autho- 
raty of; Moſes, that having obſerved. 
two. perſons, who propheſied in the 
camp, before Moſes had laid his 
hands on them, he informed him 
thereof. It. Was bes that was de- 
puted at the head of the ſpies, that 
Were ſent by Moſes to recannoitre 
the land of Canaan; and it was he 
only and Caleb, that brought a juſt 
account of that ſurvey, for which. 
God preſerved them both, and 
brought them into the land of pro- 
miſc, but gut off all thoſe that miſ- 


repreſented the ſame, or would not 


believegthęix report. 


When Maſes was near bis er end 
Taſbua was appointed by the Lord 
to ſucceed him in the government 
of his people; and Mo ſes was com- 
manded to lay his hands on him, 
and to communicate to him, part 


of his ſpirit. and glory. Lo which. 


he accordingly ſucceeded, and led 
the people proſperouſly into the 
poſſeſſion of the land of Candan. 
A that he had ſubdued thirty- 


one kings of the Canaanites, and 
taken all their ſtrong holds, put the 


inhabitants to the ſword, and lee: 


ed his own. people with the ſpoil; 
and riches of the, enemy. What 
more remains of the life of. this 
great man, I have but juſt related, 
and therefore it may ſuffice to ſum 
up his. character in theſe fe lines: 
He was a man of great. political 
prudence, and endued alſo with a 
peculiar happineſs of popular elo- 


quence in expreſſing his thoughts; 


he was brave and indefatigable in 
war, and no leſs juſt and dexterous 
in peace; and in ſhort, he was a 
perſon thoroughly qualified. for all 
great puxpoſes,/and ſucceeded Mo- 


vil miniſtry... es 

S. Did he Write that Bool Ant 
goes under his Name in the Old. 
Teftament ? 

. A generally ſo . 
and in the abth verſe of the laſt 
chapter, it/is.expreſly ſaid. that he 
wrote theſe things ; the C briftian 
church and the ſynagogue have al- 
ways accepted of it as canonical; 
and Jaſbua was the only ſacred pen- 
man, we know of, that the Har, 
lites had in his age. 

„ITbe time in which ahb 3 
geſted this book, was probably af- 
ter the diviſion of the land, when 
it is ſaid that he had many years of 
great leiſure, beginning at ¶ Deut. 
XXXiv.) where, the work of Moſes 
ended, and concluding at the 27th. 
verſe of the xxivth chap. of Faſhua, 
for the remainder of this chapter is 
with, good reaſon aſcribed. to Sa- 
muel, who, was employed to record 
the ſubſequent ſtate of the affairs 
of ract... 
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S. Thave been told that Joſhua 
is the author of more writings than 


are contained in this book? 


T. The Samaritans have a book 


under his name, but it is filled with 


ſuch an infinite number of fables 
and idle ſtories; deſcribes a war, 
which he ſhould carry on againſt 
Saubec the ſon of Haman, king of 


Perſia; records one Terfico, of the 


tribe of Ephraim, to have been his 
ſucceſſor; includes what concerns 
the judges and kings of Judah, 


Jaddus, and Alexander the Great, 
and the ſiege of Feruſalem by A- 


adrian; which with other ſuch like 
incongruities, and modern hiſto- 
ries, plainly demonſtrate this Sa- 
Maritan book to be a fiction. 

S. Was Jaſbua married? 

T. It does not any where appear 
that he either had any children, or 
that he was married. 

S. Where was Joſhua buried? 

T. At Timnah-Serah, in mount 
Ephraim. 

S. Who was high-prieſt at his 
death ? 

T. Eleazar; who much about 
the ſame time depoſited the bones 
of Foſeph, as he had defired, near 
his father Jacob, in the burial place 
bought by Jacob of Hamor, near the 
city of Shechem. 

S. How long did Eleazar Err 


after Jaſbua? 


7. He died ſoon aftive; and was 
buried in one of the hills on mount 
Ephraim, called after his ſon, the 
hill of Phineas; either becauſe Phi. 
neas had en it from the Canaa- 


nites, and fo yielded to him by 


common conſent, 1 in reward of his 
zeal and courage; or given to Elea- 
zar, as being the high-prieſt, that he 
might be ſeated near to the taber- 


nacle at Shiloh, and to the reſi- 
dence of Jaſbua. | 

S. Let me now review what has 
been recorded in this boek; and 
permit me to inform myfelf of 
ſome particulars, which F find diſ- 
puted, and am not as yet fully ſa- 
tisfied in. What reaſon can there be 
aſſigned, why the Canaanites were 
amazed and trembled, and melted a- 
way for Fear, at the approach of 
the Iſraelites? 

T. They had not only heard 
what great things God had done for 


them, from the day that Moſes de- 


manded their liberty, at Pharaoh's 
court, but the vaſt heaps of waters 
piled one upon another, while the 
Ißraelites paſſed over Jordan, made 
thoſe that ſa them dread what befel 


to the Egyptians in the Red. Sta, and 


to ſeek their laſt refuge within the 
walls of Jericho, inſtead of oppo- 
ſing, or maintaining the paſs. No 
wonder that Fear ſhould overcome 
a nation, when the Lord of all the 
Earth has not only appointed and 
ordered its conqueſt and deſtructi- 
on, but lends his immediate aid and 
aſſiſtance in the accompliſhment of 
his decrees. | 

S. Was Rahab a common proſ- 
titute, or what is now common! 
underſtood by an Harlot? 

T. No: For, though in ancient 
times there was great affinity be- 
tween an Heſteſs, and a Proſtitute, 
or Harlot, yet both the words made 
uſe of by the Chaldee Paraphraſt, 
which ſignifies no more than à wws- 
man that kept a public houſe, without 
any ſort of infamy, and the apoſ- 
tle's ranking her with Abraham, 
and her marrying Se/mon, a prince 
of Fudah, by whom the had Boas, 
the father of Obed, who was the 


grand- 


8 _ . a>. A a 


158 We Hoty BIS I explained. 
in the manner that he had appoint- 


grandfather of David the king, 
by which ſhe was admitted into the 


line of Chriſt's genealogy, will by 
no means permit us to conclude her 


to be an Harlot, as that word is 


commonly now underſtood. 


S. What had the Ganaanites done 


to deſerve ſuch ſevere treatment 
by God's appointment? 


T. The author of the Book of 


Wiſdom tells us, that God hated 


them for doing moſt vdious works of 
witehcraſt, and wicked ſacrifices, 


for thar mercileſs murdering of chil- 
dren, devouring of men's fleſh, and 
feafting upon blood, even after he 
had given them ſufficient notice of 
his intended ſeverity againſt them, 
if they would not repent. 

S. Was God's command, ut- 
terly to deſtroy the Canaanitiſp na- 


tions ? 


fion than a command, and ſhould 
at leaſt be underſtood with this 
limitation, wnle/s they immediately 
ſubmitted, renounced their idolatry, 
and complied with every thing that 
was enjoined them. 

FS. What am I to underſtand by 
the Urim and Thummin ? 

T. The Urim was the oracle, 
whereby God anfwered thoſe that 
conſulted him in difficult caſes : 
and Thummim was the oracle, 
whereby the high-prieft knew whe- 
ther God did accept the ſacrifice 
or no. By the former the Fows 
received the will of God: by the 
latter they were aſſured of his fa- 
vour and good acceptance. And 


this was a certain virtue, which 


God was pleaſed to give to the 


breaſt- plate at its conſecration, 


whenever the high-prieft ſhould put 
it on in order to afk counſel of him, 


Si. In what manner did they con- 


T. No: It was rather a Permiſ- God 


ed; not for any private perſon or 
affairs, but only for governors and 
the public weal, 3 
ſult by Urim and Thummin ? | 
T. The high-prieft put on his 
robes and breaſt - plate, preſented 
himſelf without the veil in the ho- 
ly place, with his face directly be- 
fore the ark gr mercy- ſeat, where 
on the divine preſence reſted, and 


pronounced the matter; the per- 


ſon for whom he was to aſk, ſtand- 
ing at ſome diſtance behind him 
without the Holy Place. To which 
an anſwer was returned with an 
audible voice from the Mercy -ſeat, 
which was within behind the veil. 
This is confirmed by the practice 
of Moſes, Aaron, and Eleazar, and 
is called, Enguiring at the mouth of 
od, | | 

S. How then could it happen 
that the Iſraelites ſhould ever be 
outwitted, as particularly in the 
caſe of the Gibeonites? h 

T. Becauſe they did not aſe coun- 
ſel of the mouth of the Lord. So that 
their own unadviſednefs is only to 
blame, and not the inſufficiency of 
that means, which God had ap- 
pointed for their better informa- 
tion. | 

S. How long did this method 
of conſulting the Lord exiſt ? 

7. During the time of the He- 
brew Theocracy, and no longer; 
accordingly after the kingdom be- 
came hereditary in the perſon and 
family of Solomon, and the intereſt 
of the nation ceaſed to be common, 
after the diviſion of Iſrael into two 
monarchies, the oracles of Urim 
and Thummim neceflarily ceaſed ; 
ſo that from the building of Solo- 


mon s 


mon s temple, this oracle was ne- 
ver reſtored again. 


Iſreelites full poſſeſſion of Canaan? 

T. At jir/t, becauſe the Children 
of Iſrael were, as yet, too few in 
number to repleniſh. the whole 
country, (Exod. xxiii, 29, 30.) Se- 


ſome of the Canaanites in a ſtate of 
defence, was willing to make trial 
of his people's obedience, ( Fas. ii. 

21, 22.) and to train up them, and 

theix poſterity, for ſome ages, in 

military diſcipline, ( Tudg. iii. 1, 2.) 

Where alſo it ought to be obſerv- 

ed, that as God promiſed to give 

them all Canaan, on condition, 

| that they ſhould abſtain from their 
| idolatrous worſhip, and marrying 
F with them; ſo as they falſified 
p ] their part of the obligation in both 
4 theſe particulars, God inſtead of 

| being bound to perform his part, 
: ? ſaw it neceſſary, to preſerve his 
. N people from departing entirely from 
| 1 their duty, to continue the Ca- 
naanites, and to make them In- 
ſtruments of his chaſtiſing the diſ- 
obedience of his own people, till 
the days of David and Solomon; 
when God by extending the Da- 


Facts ſupported by Heathen Story. 


S. Why did not God give the 


condly, becauſe God by keeping 


159 
minion of thoſe kings from Feru- 
ſalem to the great river Euphrates, 
proved that the Lord was mindful 


of his promiſe. „„ 
S. Is this hiſtory of Jeſbua con- 
firmed by an then authors? 


T. His paſſage over Jordan dry- 
ſhod, and curſing Jericho are con- 
tained in the ſtory of Neptune s 
drying up the river Inachus, and 
Agamemnon's curſe againſt any one, 
that ſhould repair Troy. Hercules's 
war in behalf of the Gods againſt 
the Giants, quadrates with 7oſhua's 
fighting the battles of the Lord a- 
gainſt the Canganites ; as does alſo 
his war againſt the ſons of Nep- 
tune; and the ancient poets diſco- 
ver a tradition of the miraculous 

Rlanding flill of the Sun at the ſight 
of the unnatural murder which A 
treus committed, and by the ſtory 
of Phaeton, and other ſuch like ficti- 
ons founded upon the true hiſtory 
of Joſhua. Where it is worth ob- 
ſervation, That the time of Phae- 
ton's life will naturally compute 
with the year of the ſun's ſtanding 
{till in the days of Jaſbua, which 
was An. M. 2554, when Phaeton 
was about 24 years old. . 
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CHAP. XIII. 


£ 


Tmages. 


Iſraelites. 


Of tbe 8 of the Iſraelites, after the Death of Joding l 
their Victories and Conqueſts. 
Tyre Bae extirpated by their Brethren, the 
CHUSHAN-PRISHATHAIM ſubdues the two tribes 


a 9 


Their Idolatry and Mic an's 


and a balf. OrENIEIL delivers them, and governs Iſrael: J. hey 
fall away from God, are ſubdued by the Heathens, and deli- 
vered at ſeveral Times by the Judges, Exup, DRBORAR, 


BaRar, GIDEON, Ge. 
bs. 5 ABIMILECH, 


8. D 1D Jaſbua appoint or 

leave any ſucceſſor in the 
government of {/rael? hs 

T. There was no perſon appoint- 


2m by 7 ofpua, nor by God, to ſuc- 


ceed Jaſbua in the chief government 
of the people, as he was appointed 


by God to be the ſucceſſor of Mo. 


ſes, according to the ſcripture ac- 


count. But the Samaritan Chre- 
nicle will have it, that Foſhua hav- 
ing in his laſt aſſembly of the tribes 
nominated twelve Chiefs, of every 
tribe one, and put it to the lot, 
who ſhould ſucceed him in the go- 
vernment, the lot fell upon his ne- 
phew Abel; and that he according- 
ly crowned him, and inveſted him 
wich other enſigns of honour, Oc. 
which is a mere fiction to fill up 
the void ſpace from Jaſpua's death 
to the time of the Judges; and 


therefore to be rejected, as having 


no foundation in ſacred hiſtory. 

S. By whom then was that na- 
tion governed, after the death of 
Jaſbua Y 5 

It is commonly underſtood, 
that every tribe was ggyerned by 
their reſpective Hear Elders, 
for about thirty years, in a ſort of 
Ariftocracy : Though I am inclined 


Of RuTH, and of the Uſurpation 


to think, and that upon good au- 
thority, that there was no diſcon- 


tinuance of the Theocracy, upon the 


death of Foſhua ; but that as God 
continued his anſwers by Urim and 
Thummim, in the perſon of the 
High Prieſt, Phineas the ſucceſſor 
of his der Eleazar; ſo likewiſe, 
it is hardly to be queſtioned, but 
that Caleb, upon the death of Foſbua, 
aſſumed the Vicegerenq of the peo- 
ple under God, in right of God's 

diſtinguiſhing him with Foſhua by 
particular tokens of his fayour, af- 
ter they had ſearched out the land 
of Canaan, as you have heard be- 
fore. Caleb was of the tribe of Ju- 


dah, older than any. other of that 


nation by twenty years; and yet, 
like doſes, he continued in full 


ſtrength and vigour. He and Fo/hua 
were the only two ſpies, who gave 


a true report of the Canaanites, and 


their country: And therefore, as 


Toſhua was the firſt General, Caleb 


had the greateſt right to ſucceed. 


him ; and this may be admitted a 
reaſon why Jeſbua did not name 
another at his death. Again he and 
Jaſbua were the only perſons to 


whom the Jſrae/ites gave inheri- 
tances for their ſignal ſervices: and, 


as 
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as his inheritance lay unconquered 
in the tribe of Judah; ſo the firſt 
mention that is made of bim, af · 
ter the death of Joſhua, is as Cap- 
tain General at the head of that 
tribe, marching to reduce it. His 
name alone is mentioned in all the 
wars, that immediately followed 
the death of Zoſhua 3 and he was 
ſucceeded by his ſon-in-law Oth- 
niel, as his neareſt and moft valiant 
relation. 

S. What was the firſt exploit 
of the Iſraelites, after the death of 
Foſhua ? 

T. The Tfraclites having increa- 
ſed much in numbers, fince their 
ſettling in Canaan ; and being too 
much confined within the conqueſts 
made by Joſhua, determined to ex- 
tend their poſſeſſions, by driving 
the Canaanites out of the remain- 
ing places, which were left uncon- 
quered. But before they would 
attempt ſo hazardous an undertak- 
ing, they wiſely applied to Phineas, 
to aſe counſel of God; who not only 
approved of theit intentions, but 
directed the tribe of Judah, of 
which Caleb was deſcended, to open 
the campaign, with promiſe of ſuc- 
ceſs, 

S. Did Judah obey ? 

T. Yes: and with the affiſtance 
of Simeon, which tribe Judah en- 
gaged to join in this war, upon aſ- 
ſurances given, that Judah ſhould 
aſſiſt him on the like occaſion, flew 
about ten thouſand Canaanttes, and 
ſubdued the city and country about 
Bezek, and the city Febus or Feru- 


ſalem, where Adoni bezek, the king 


of Beek would have fled for ſecu- 
rity, had they not overtaken him. 

S. What character did the king 
of Bezek bear? 


T. He. had conquered ſeventy 


petty kings, and was ſo proud, in- 
ſolent and cruel, that he eut off 
their thumbs and great toes, and 
made them gather their mear under 


his table, treating them even as if 
they! were dogs. 


S. Did the children of: JR 
put him to death? 

T. No: but they cut off his 
thumbs and great toes; which 
brought him to repentance for his 


own wickedneſs ; and after the re- 


duction of Feruſalem, they ſparcd 
his life, upon his declaring himſelf 
penitent, and a convert to'the true 
religion, or worſhip of the God of 
Iſrael; but they kept him priſoner 
in that city, to the day of his 
death. | 

S. Did they reduce the fortreſs 
on the top of mount Sion, at the 
ſame time ? | 

T. No: it held out rl the hs. 
of king David. © 

S. Did the children of Fudah 
make any other conqueſts at this 
time? 

T. After theis ſucceſs 20ainſt 
Feruſalem, a colony, or a'pert of 
the Kenites, who deſcended from Je- 
thro, Moſes's father-in-law, joined 
them; by which reinforcement, 
they were encouraged to march to 
Hebron and Debir, which they took 
by ſtorm; and into the wilderneſs 
of Fudah, in the moſt ſouth part 
of Canaan, adjoining to the wil- 
derneſs of Paran, where they con- 


quered the natives, and ſettled their 


auxiliaries, the Kenites, near to the 
place where Arad ſtood. After 


which time, this part of the Kenites 


continued there among: the people 
of Judah, as. anatha 1 of them 
M ini 
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did after words ſettle in the tribe of 
| Man. 

S. Did Judah aſſiſt Simeon in 
their wars ? 

T. Ves: for, when they bad en- 
larged the tribe of Tudab's poſſeſ- 
ſions as far, as was then neceſſary, 
Judah aſſiſted Simeon to take Gaza, 
Aſtelon, and Zephah, or Hormah, 
which they utterly deſtroyed, and 
to ſubdue the inhabitants of the hill 
country, lying between their tribes. 

S. Did none of the other tribes 
follow their example? 

T; The tribe of Ephraim ſeeing 
their ſucceſs, undertook the con- 
queſt of Bethel, or Lux, which, like 
many other places, conguered by 
Jeſbua, had been repoſſeſſed by the 
Canaamtes. 

S. Did they take Bethel? 

T. Ves; and put every man to 
the ſword, whom they looked up- 

on as revolters or rebels, except 
one man and his family, who had 
ſhewn their ſpies, where they might 
enter the city with eaſe and ſafety. 

S. What became of that man ? 

7. He, being permitted to re- 
tire with his family, and all his 
goods, ſettled in Arabia, amongſt 
a colony of the Hittites, which bad 
fled there from the arms of the //- 
raelites; and he built a city called 
LE. 

§. Did the other tribes extend 
their dominions? 

7. No. The Benjamites were con- 


on mount Zion, on the north part 
of Feruſalem. The Manaſſites, ac- 
cepted of tribute from the inhabi- 
tants of Beihſbean, Taanach, Dar, 
Tbleam; and /degiddo. Ephraim alſo 
neglected to purſue his conqueſts, 
and. permitted the Canaanites, that 
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dwelt in Gezer, to become their 
tributaries only. This was alſo the 
crime of Zebulun, in regard to the 
inhabitants of Kitron and Nahalol: 
Of After, in regard to Accho, Zi- 
don, Ablab, Achzab, Helbab, Aphit, 
and Rebob: Of Naphtali, i in regard 
to Beth ſhemeſh, and Beth-anath : 
And of Dan, in regard to the Amo- 
rites, Which dwelt in mount He- 
res, on the N. W. of Canaan, and 
in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim. Theſe 
tribes thinking it at leaſt a more 
eaſy way to ſettle themſelves; if 
not more profitable, to permit the 


Canaanites to remain in their own 


country, upon the paying a certain 
tribute. 

S. Why do you call this com- 
promiſe of the tribes with the inha- 
vitants of the land a Crime? 

T. Becauſe it was contrary to 
the will and covenant of the Lord, 
who had forbade them to make a- 
ny league with them, unleſs they 


would renounce their idolatry, and 


become worſhippers of the true 
God. 
permitted them to live, and en- 
couraged them to trade with them 
for the ſake of avoiding a little trou- 
ble, and to gratify their covetouſ- 
neſs with a petty tribute. 

S. Did God ſhew any diſlike to 
theſe proceedings? 

7. God was highly inceabd at 
this diſobedience, and ſet his Son 


or an Angel to expoſtulate the mat- 
tented to dwell with the Febuſites, 


ter with them, and to rebuke them 
for it; adding withal, that as a juſt 
puniſhment for that their diſobe- 
cience, he would for ſome time 


withdraw his aid, nor go forth to. 


battle with them as heretofore. - 
S. Where, and how did this An- 
gel a to the Iſraelites? 
ET: He 


But inſtead of this, they 
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7. He appeared to them aſſem- 
bled before the tabernacle at Shilah 
or Bochim, and he ſeemed to come 
from Gilgal, to intimate to them, 
that he was the ſame divine perſan, 
that there appeared to Jaſbua, and 
gave him ang all the people ſo great 
an aſſurance of his being with them, 
and enabling them to conquer the 
land, if they continued obedient. 

S. Was Shy, called Alſo Bo- 
chm 
T. The Angel's reproof and de- 
claration | wrought ſo mightily for 
the preſent, ' upon the 1ſravlites, 
that they wept fore at his meſſage, 


and her cet it was called Bachim 


or Weepers.. 

S. Did the Iſraclites thocough- 
ly repent, and for the future, obey 
the voice and commandments of 
God F 14 
T. It does not appear that %ig 
generation added any further ſin to 
this crime: but there aroſe after 
them another generation, which 
knew not the Lord, or had no due 
regard for God himſelf, nor for 
the mighty works he had done for 
their nation, and did openly and 
publickly ſin againſt God by Ido- 
latry, and ſerve Baalim or Baal, 
and 4/hteroth, or the idol-gods or 
deified men of the Canaanites, &c. 
and the hofts of Heaven; which ſo 
provoked the Lord, that he left 


them to their ſelves, and permit- 


ted them to be often taken, and 
carried. into -bondage, And here 
we may date the beginning of their 
Anarchy and , confuſion, 


be ſubject to any governor, and e- 
very man did that, which ſeemed 
right in his bun eyes. 


When. 
God had left them, they refuſed to 


S. Which f the tribes, fell firſt 


into, 1 t 
7 17 6 much to be fared yh 


idolatry. bad Jong prevail ed ir 


of the trihes priuately, bel ore — 
was publicly embraced by. any 4 ag 
the following, account 1 hank will 
fairly prove. 

I be tribe of Dan were Ah 
to extend their territories, and en- 
couraged by. their piles, detached 


x- bundred men 50 ſurprize the Ci- 


ty Laiſb, and to ſeize upon the ter- 
ritory thereunto belonging. Theit 
rout lay through mount, bega, 
where halting at the houſe of one 
Micab, they f und a private cha: 
pel adorned with a Teraphim and a 
4 images, and an Ephod, and ſup- 
ied by, a Levite, who executed 
the pricſt's., ofice in this family z 
whoſe mother thought it toe much 
trouble to go to Shzlob, according 
to the commandment. .. _ 
Some. think that by the Ephod 
here is to be underſtood all thegar- 
ments, and the breaſi-plate, proper 
to the high-prieſt ; and that the 
Terapbims were two images placed 
upon the top of an ar4, reſembling 
the Cherubims in the "tabernadle : IJ 
but be that as: it. will, it-is certain 
that the Ephod and the Levite, 
were intended for the ſervice of the 
true God; yet the graven image and 
Teraphim belonged unto Demons, 


ot to the ſ:rvice of the devil. And 5 


thus began idolatry in Jſrael, by 
the ſuperſtition and pride, or at 
leaſt the lazineſs of an od woman. 

The. Danites ſeized upon the 
Levite, and carried both his ED 
and Teraphim, and other images a- 
way with them; their ſpies having 
deſired him to enquire of God con- 
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cerning the ſucceſs of their intend- 
ed expedition, and, encouraged by 
his anfwer, thcy engaged him to 
conſent to go with them to be the 
prieſt to the tribe. And, 

As the Levite had foretold, Laijh 
being ſurprized and burnt, the | in- 
habitants deſtroyed, and the coun- 

try reduced to their obedience, the 
Danites rebuilt the city, calted it 


Dan, ſet up the images they had 


ftolen from Micah, made the fame 


Levite, whoſe name was Fonathan, 


their'prieſt, and continued in this 
fate of idolatry for near three hun- 
dred years, having fettled the 
prieſthood in the family of the faid 
Jonathan the Levite. 

8. What other ſins did the //- 
raelites fall into during this time 
of — anarchy, and con- 
fuſton? | 

7. They not only married a- 
mong the heathens, but ſcrupled 
not to commit all the imoralities, 
by which the nations had provoked 
the Lord. Which immorality and 
depravation of manners among the 
Iſraelites are too evident from the 
following tragical hiſtory. 

A Levite of mount Ephraim, 
whoſe wife was of Bethlebem- Fu- 
dah, and of bad ſame, lodged in 


his journey home from her father” 8 


houſe, with an % man in Gileab 
of Benjamin. While they were at 


ſupper the men of the city, Benja- 


mites, beſet the houſe, and, like 


the men of Sodom, decade the 
ſtranger to be delivered to them, 

that they might know him. Nor 
could they be diſſuaded from this 


wickedneſs, till by conſent the Le- 


vites wife was turned out to them, 
Who was ſo abuſed, that next day 


ſke was found dead at the threſhold 


of the o/d man's door. 


The huſband being 2 en- 
15 950 at this barbarity, took and 
cut her body into twelve parts, and 
ſetit a part to each of the tribes of 


Iſrael, which cauſed an extraordi- 


nary meeting of the heads of cach 
tribe at Mizpeh, who came to a 
reſotution to ſend meſſengers to 
the tribe of Benjamin, to demand 
the offenders to be delivered up to 
condign puniſhment. 

The Benjamites not only refuſed 
to comply with ſo juſt a demand, 
but they muſtered all their forces, 
being 26000 men only, to defend 
theſe criminals, engaged the other 
tribes, and at one timeflew 22000, 
and at another engagement 18000 
Iſraelites, becaufe they had put a 
greater confidence in the goodneſs 
of their cauſe and ſuperiority of 
their troops, which conſiſted of 
400,000 men, than in the aſſiſt- 


ance of God. However, being ſen-' 


ſible of their fault, the Iſraelites, be- 


fore the third engagement, humbled 


themſelves in a proper manner be- 
fore God, were encouraged by him 
to return to the charge, took Gi- 
beah by an ambuſcade, routed the 
Benjamites, flew 25000 of them, 
ſet the city on fire, and deſtroyed 
all the tribe except 600, who made 
their eſcape, and ſheltered them- 
ſelves in the fortreſs of Rimmon. 

S. Were the Benjamites total - 
ly deftroyed by this means ? 

F. The whole tribe muſt have 
periſhed, and their name been clean 
put out in //rae! had not the con- 
querors relented, accepted of the 
ſubmiſſion of the remnant that had 
fled, and provided them with wives 
to reſtore their families. | 


S. How did they provide them 
WIVES ? | 
. "THe 
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T. The [/raelites had ſworn to 


put all to the ſword, that refuſed 
to join them againſt the Benjamites, 


and upon enquiry, it was found, 
that the people of Jabeſp- Gin 
had not joined their corps. There- 
fore twelve thouſand men were diſ- 


patched to that place, with orders 


to put them all to the ſword, ex- 
cept the virgins that were marri. 
ageable; ; and thoſe, who amount- 
ed in all to faur- hundred, were gi- 
ven to four- hundred of theſe Ben- 
jamites; and the other r- hundred 
were permitted, and adviſed to 
ſeize and carry off two-humared 
virgins from the next feſtival that 
ſhould happen at Shih. By which 
means their tribe was again recruit- 
ed, after it had been ſeverely puniſh- 
ed for their ws. i and immoral 
3 

S. Did not the Sen take 


e of theſe civil diffentions 


among the Iſraelites? 

T. It does not appear that the 
Canaanites ftirred on this occaſion, 
but they were ſo weakened in this 
war, that Chuſan-Riſpathaim, king 
of Meſopotamia, obtained an ea- 
ſy conqueſt, and made the Iſraelites 
that lived on the eaſt of Jordan, 
tributaries to him. 

S. How long were the Iſraelites 
under this tribute? 

T. Eight years; at the expira- 
tion of which time, they having 
repeated and beſought the Lord, 


God in his mercy heard their com- 


plaints, and infpired Othniel, Ca- 
leb's ſon-in-law, with an extraor- 


dinary motion to take upon him 


the government of his people, and 
in particular to deliver them that 
were in ſubjection to the king of 
OR 
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S. How did Othniel mn 
this enterprize? | 

T. He firſt wok: care to reduce, 
his ſubjects to the true worſhip of 
God, and then went out to War 
againſt the ſaid king, defeated: his 
forces or garriſons, ſet over the / 
raelites on the eaſt of Fardan, and 
delivered; them from paying wr 
bute any more to Chuſan. 

S. Bow ders did Othniel govern 
Iſrael N 

iT; Almoſt arty years; during 
which time the Iſraelites were nei- 
ther brought into ſubjection, nor 
invaded by any enemy, he having 
all that time preſerved his people 
in their duty to God. 

S. Did the Ifaelites continue 
in their obedience to God after ihe 
death of Othni !? | 

T. No; they returned again to 
open idolatry : which was attend- 
ed with fatal conſequences. 

S. What conſequences? _ 

T. God in his anger, ſtirred up, 
and enabled Eglon the king of 
Moab and Ammon and Amalek his 
neighbours to invade and ſubdue 
all the tribes on the eaſt of Jordan, 
and to croſs Jordan, and lay the 
city of Jericho, and the territories 
thereof, under tribute. 

S. How long did the {/raelites 
remain tributaries to Eglon? 

T. Eighteen years; till they a- 
gain repented of the evil of their 
wavs, and returned unto the Lord 
with all their hearts. 

S. How did God deliver them 
out of the hands of the Moabites ? 

T7. He upon their humiliation and 
repentance raiſed up one Ehud, out 
of the diſtreſſed tribe of Benjamin, 
a left-handed man, who under a 
pretence of an extraordinary pre- 

M 3 e 


ſent "TW the e Ifaditet and a meſ- 
ſage from God to him, being ad- 
mitted to a private audience of the 
king of Moab, took the advantage 


o bis being alone, and ſtabbed him 


with a two-edged dagger, about 
half a yard long, and mae off un 
diſcovered. o fg hg is + 
This accident putting che Mloa- 
bites into great confuſion, Ehud, 


aſſembled the Iſraelites, and, pur- 


ſuing the advantage, fell upon their 


maſters, delivered themſelves, and 


ſubdued Moab. By this means, the 
eltern part of Canaan, enjoyed a 
ſettled peace for eight years. 
. Did not the other part of Ca- 
naan enjoy peace 1 the ſame 
time 10 
No: for, the Philflines, 
which dwclt upon the fame ſhoar 
of the Mediterranean fea, infeſted 
the reer part, till they were re- 
pulſed with great loſs by Shamgar, 
the third judge of Ifruel, who, 
with an ox-goad only, ſlew ſix- 
hundred of theſe invaders. And 
in the northern parts, the Iſraelites 
were ſo harraſfed by one Jabin, 
who” aſſumed the title of king of 
Canaan, fixed his imperial ſeat at 
Hazor, and had nine-hundred cha- 
r16ts armed with iron, and a power- 
ful army, under the command of 
Siſera, an experienced general, that 
they could not ſo much as paſs the 
common roads upon their ordina- 
ry occaſions ; neither could they 
d well ſafely in their villages, nor 
go out to draw. watery without 
being attacked by his archers; till 
God, finding that the Iſraelites 
were brought to a true fenſe of 
their iniquities, raiſec up Deborah 
a propheteſs, the wife of Lapidoth, 
to deliver them out of this ere 


r 
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S. How was this dekverance ef 
fected? 18111 

T. Deborah was directed by God 
to ſend for Barak, a brave young 
prince, of the tribe of Nephrhali, 
to command the forces. And it is 
not improbable that {he was alſa 
directed to ſhare the government 
with him; and if ſo, theſe two 
may be accounted the 3 judge 
in 3 , 
Did Barak e accept 
of — commiſſion from Debarah? 

T. He demurred, till Deborah 


conſented to go along with him. 


And then ſhe reproaching his dif- 
fidence, told him that it would not 


be for his honour that Sera ſhould 


fall into the hands of a woman. 

S. Why do ow call Deborab a 

eteſa 2 71 

T. The words open and pro- 
Phete ſr are of very ambiguous ſig- 
nification in both teſtaments: ſome- 
times they denote perſons'extraor- 
dinarily inſpired of God, and en- 
dued with a power of working mi- 


racles, and of foretelling things to 


come; and ſometimes they are 
uſed for perſons endued with pe- 
cial, though not miraculous gifts, 


or graces, for the better under- 


ſtanding, and explaining the word 


of God; and of this ſort were the 


ſons of the prophets, or ſuch as 
were brought up in ww gg of 
the prophets. 

No as to the archketels Debs- 
rake She is not recorded to have 
done any miraculous work, ſo that 
it is ſufficient to allow her this ti- 
tle, on account of her eminent ho- 
liaeſs, prudence, and knowledge 
of the holy ſeriptures, by which ſhe 
was fingularly qualified to judge the 
people, or to determine cauſes and 
controverſies among them, accord 
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ing to the word of God. For, 
though Jabin oppreſſed them ſore- 
ly, yet it was rather by rigorous 
taxations, than by breaking their 
laws, which he ſtill ſuffered to be 
adminiſtered by their on offi- 
gers: and of this he might take the 
leſs notice, becauſe the ſupreme 
judicature was exerciſed by a wo- 
man, from whoſe power and au- 


thority he might think there was 
no reaſon to apprehend any _ 


ger. , 

S. Did Drimah and Barak con- 
ſpire ſo e as not to be diſco- 
vered? 

T. Barak, the ſon of Ae de- 
parted from Deborah, and ſoon aſ- 
ſembled ten thouſand volm teers out 
of the tribes of Zebulun and Naph- 
tali: But, as ſoon as Siſera heard 
of their encampment on mount 
Tabor, he with haſty marches ar- 


rived and encamped at the foot of 


the ſame mount. 

S. Did 8:/era attack the . 
ites? tht 
T. No: but Barak, by Debo- 
rah's advice, took the advantage of 
their fatigue, and attacked Siſera's 
army early next morning, with ſo 
much ſury, that they were ſoon 
put to flight, and totally deſtroyed 


either by the ſword, or by the ri- 


ver Kiſhon, into which the Hraelites 
drove them. The purſuit conti- 
nued all day, and as the night ap- 
proached before it was compleated, 
the ſtars ſnone with an uncommon 
brightneſs to give lebe to the pur- 
ſu era, 

S. What became af Sera s 

T. Siſera finding it ;mpoſlible 
to rally bis forces. quitted his cha- 
riot, as the moſt ſure method to 
eſcape undiſcovered. But coming 
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to the tent of Jael, the wife of He. 
ber, one of his maſter's allies, and 
out of the field of battle, and mak- 
ing no ſcruple to enter, upon her 
kind invitation; and after refreſh- 
ing himſelf to is down to reſt ; ſhe, 
as ſoon as he was a-ſleep, drove a 
tent-nail with a hammer through his 
temples, and pinned him- to the 
ground, cut off his head; and de- 
livered him, in this condition to 
Barak, as he came that way in pur- 
ſuit of him. By which victory, 
the north part of Canaan enjoyed 


perfect peace and liberty for forty 


years, 

S. Permit me to aſk you where 
was mount Tabor? 

T. Tabor is a very remathable 
mountain in Gaklee, not far from 


Kadeſb, in the tribe of Zebulun, 


and in the confines of ¶achur and 


Naphtali. It has its name from its 
eminence, riſing up in the midſt 
oſ a wide champaign country, car 
led the valley, or great plain of 
Jexreel. It has a plain Area at 
top, fertile and delicious, of an o- 
val form, about two furlongs in 
length, and one in breadth. So that 
it was moſt com modious for the 
rendezvous of Bara#'s army, both 
becauſe it ftood upon the borders of 
ſo many different tribes, and was 
not acceſſible by the enemies horſes 
and chariots. The Area was moſt 
convenient to marſhal and- difct- 
pline his army; and though at pre- 
ſent it is encloſed with trees, ex- 
cepting towards the ſouth, it was 


formerly environed with walls and 
trenches, and other ſortifications. 


It is on this mountain, that the 
ancients believed our Saviour was 
transfigured in the preſerice of Pe- 
ter. James, and Fobn. 

M 4 | S. Where 
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„8. Where was Siſera, when he 
heard of Barat's encempment on 
mount Tabor? 
T. At Haroſbeth of the Gentiles 
a place ſituated upon the lake Se- 
mechon, in the Upper Galilee. 
S. Why is it * of the Gen- 
FOO 
y 4 | Becauſe, when We tans 
heard that Jabin poſſeſſed himſelf 
of that country, from which Jaſbua 
had driven the Canaanite, they fled 
there from ſeveral nations, and put 
themſelves under his protection. 
S. What do you relate of the ri- 
ver Kiſhon ? © 
T. It riſes out of mount Tabor, 
and paſſing weſtward along the val- 
ey of Jexreel, now the plain of E/- 
.dratlon'; it empties: itſelf into the 
Mediterranean Sea, It receives ſe- 
veral torrents from the mountains, 
vhich muſt make it ſwell exceed 
ingly upon ſudden rains; which, 
if wwe may believe Joſephus, was the 
caſe on the day of this battle. The 
armies, ſays he, were no ſooner 
engaged, but there aroſe a violent 


wind, with a moft impetuous tem- 
peſt of hail and rain. 


army ? | 
T. It conſiſted of 39,000. foot, 


110,000 horſe, and (390K armed 
_ Chariots. 


band. in league with Fabin? 
T. He was a Kenite, ſettled in 


ed from Halab, the ſon of Jethro. 
He was called a Kenue, becauſe he 


Dead Sea, and extended themſelves 
Pretty far into Arabia Petrea, God 
had promiſed the lands of the Ae- 
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$. Who, was Heber, Jaels huſ- 
the tribe of Næpbtali, and deſcend- 


originally deſcended from thoſe peo- 
ple, who dwelt weſtward of the 


nites to the poſterity of Abraham ; 
yet in — of Jethro, all 
that ſubmitted to the Iſraelites were 
permitted to live in their own coun- 
try: And though the deſcendents 
of Hlobab followed the fortune of 
the Iſraelites, and were Proſelytes, 
and worſhipped the true God, ac- 
cording to the Moſaic law; yet, 
being ſtrangers by birth, and ſo not 
pretending to any right or title to 
the land of Canaan, they account- 
ed it to be the beſt policy for them 
in thoſe troubleſome times, to ob- 


ſerve a neutrality; and to maintain 


peace, as well as they could, both 
with the Hraelites and Canaanites. 
Thus it happened, that there was 
a peace with king Jabin, and the 
houſe of Heber, and that Siſera, in 
his diftreſs, fled to Heber's tent for 
protection, and put confidence in 
the feigned civilities of his wife. 
S. Did Barat kill Fabin ? - - 
T. Joſephus affirms it, that im- 
mediately after the victory, -Barak 
marched with his army towards 
Hator, encountered Jubin by the 
way, flew him, and razed nn city 


* -to the ground. 
S. Of what ſores was e 5 


But I apprehend this) was not 
done, till Baral's atmy had been 
recruited by the additional forces of 

Ephraim, Manaſſeh, ET and 


Tſachar. 


S. How long did eue enjoy 


peace after this, in . — __ 


CongineF 

T. Forty years. 

S. Were not the Iſraelites ſen- 
ſible of the divine aid in this-vic- 
tory, and thankful for _ 1 


deliverance ? 


T. Deborah 3 a: A 


phant fong or kymn, upon this occa- 


lion; in which ſhe magnifies the 
mercy 
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here they now received, in being ceaſed, till Boaz was perſuaded to 
delivered from ſo many nd great marry ber, by whom Ruth had O- 


calamities; acknowledges the power bed, the father of 
of God, aſcribes the honour'there- the 1 of kin 
of to him alone; exhorts all the whom, 


Feſſe, who was 
g David, from 
ccording to the fleſn, Jeſus 


people, to join in her praiſes of the Chriſt, the Saviour of the world was 
Lord, and concludes with a com- lineally deſcendde. 


münden of thoſe tribes, that 
joined readily in the war, and with 
upbraiding thoſe, thatdeclined their 
country 's ſervice. 

S. How long did the Ifraelites 
keep this vitory in remembrance ? 

T. It was not long before they 
turned from God again to idola- 
tr 1322 
% How did God puniſh them 
* it? 

T. He ſent a grievous famine 
among them, whereby ſeveral were 


forced to ſeek bread in ſtrange coun- 


tries: Among whom were Elime- 
lech and his wife Naomi, with their 
two ſons Mablon and Obilion, who 
went to live in the land of Moab. 

S. Why is this family in parti- 


_ cular mentioned on this occaſion ? 
T. To ſhew the wonderful Pro- 
dvDidence of God, 


which afterwards 
enſued in Boaz's being acquainted 
with Ruth, from whom ſprung the 


family of David, and the genealogy 


'of Chrift, 
8. How was that effected? 
T. Elimelech being dead in this 
range land, Naomi married her 
ſons to Orpah and Ruth, daughters 
of that country. Theſe two ſons 
alſo died in about two years after. 
This event determined Naomi to 
return to her own people ; and 
Ruth, the widow of her younger 
ſon, would accompany her to Beth - 
lebem. This affection of Nuth to 
her mother-in-law, engaged Naomi 


S. Were · the [ſrazlites Nene 
to repentance by the Famine? ' 
T. It is moſt probable, that they 
were not: for we read, that upon 
the death of Deborah and Barak, 
they fell again into their old im- 


piety; and that they were not con- 


vinced of their error, till God 
ſcourged them ſorely by the Midi- 
anites, and Amalekites, Ammonites, 
Moabites and Iſbmaelites, who are 
the children of the eaſt, mentioned in 
this hiſtory, that they wereobliged 
to hide themſelves in dens and caves, 
and could neither ſow nor reap with 
any ſecurity or ſucceſs, you the ſpace 
of ſeven years. 

S. Did not you tell me, that 
the children of [/rael had deſtroyed 
the Midianites in their way to Ca- 
naan ? 

7. Ves: but it is not ;probe- 
ble, that ſome of that nation ſaved 
themſelves by flight, and returning 
after the [ſraelites were ſettled in 
Canaan, might in the ſpace of tao 
hundred years, repofleſs their own 
land, and retain their ancientname. 
Which certainly was the caſe of 
theſe Midianites, as well as of the 
Moabites, and ſome other nations, 
that made head againſt the ae 
ztes, after they had been in a man- 
ner quite deſtto ye. 

S. How did God deal with the 
Marlin, upon this occaion? 

7. They ſought the Lord, and 
he, having reproached them fot 


ſo dearly to her, that ſhe never their back ſlidings, by his Prophet, 


17 We Holy BIIIL R explained. | 
or High Prieſt, for the time being, out of fight, having firſt of all. aſ- 
ſent the meſſenger of his mercy and ſured Gideon, that no harm ſhould 
love to Cideon, to acquaint him, befal him, though he was much 
That the Lord had made choice of (urprizeds; 

him, — mart $. What did Gideon on the Fr 


ple. appearance of the Angel? 
S. Who x was this Gideon 2 7. He immediately erected an 


T. He was fon of one Feaſd, a altar upon the rock, and called it 
worſhipper, if not a prieſt of Baal, 22 Shalom, Which is, to the 
who d welt at Opbrab, an Mi ezrite God of Peace or Mercy, in com- 


of the tribe of Aanaſſah; by occu- memoration of this e inter- 


pation an huſbandman; and was view. 
at the time the Angel appeared to S. Did God give "—_ any fur- 
—— buſied in thraſbing out his. ther notice of his pleaſure? 
corn, in a private place, to conceal T. He, that ſame night, admo- 
it from the enemy. | niſhed him in a dream, to deſtroy 
S. How did Gidian receive the the altar of Baal, to cut down the 
meſſage of the Lord), {+/+ - grove in which it was built; to 
T. He at firſt, excuſed himſelf, build the altar already mentioned, 
by reaſon of the obſcurity of his and to offer thereon a burnt ſacri- 
family and circumſtances: and it is fice to him, with one of his father's 
very probable, that he doubted of bullocks. All which he punctually 


the veracity of the commiſſion, performed, by the aſſiſtance of ten 


which was to ſend him, in all ap- of his father's ſervants. 
pearance, upon ſo hazardous an S. Did not the worſhippers of 
undertaking: becauſe we do not Baal reſent this affront to their 
nd that he made the leaſt heſita- God? 


tion to enter upon the command. T. Very highly: e they de- 


after that the Angel had convinced manded him of his father, that they 


bim ot the truth thereof, by a mi- . _ him to death. 


än hat anſwer did Giduw s fa- 
114 $8 What was the rnb 2 >” return to their demand? 
T. He requeſted the + wink to T. Foaſhhaving been converted 
day and eat with him, and to give by his ſon, told them plainly, that 
him a proof of his divine authority. if Baal was a God, it was his bu- 


To which the Angel conſented; ſineſs, and not 1 to avenge his 


and when he ſaw that Gideon had own quarrel. This appeaſed the 
paovided a boiled kid, and unlea- tumult; and Gideon obtained from 
vened cakes, he ordered him to thence forward, the name of Je- 
place them upon a rock hard by, rub-baal, or the Oppeſer of Baal. 


and to pour the broth upon them. S., How did Gideon ates, the 


Gideun obeyed, and the Angel ha. deliverance; of the Iſraelites? 

ving touched them with his ſtaff, T. He pre- engaged firſt his own 
fre immediately came out of the relations, and then the neighbour- 
rock, and conſumed them. During ing tribes to join him, in ſhaking 


n action, the Angel vaniſned off the yoke of the Midianitas ; and 


having 
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having made ſure of 32000 men, 
he waited the time when their op- 
preſſors were accuſtomed to invade 
_ plunder the country, who that 
year poured in a than I 3 5,000 
ſpoilers, £7 
S. Did Gideon offer them battle? 
7. As ſoon as he had collected all 
his ſuccours, Gideon deſired that God 
would give them ſome token of his 
divine commiſſion, that they might 
ſerve him with more courage and 
reſolution. Lo which the mo 
iy condeſcended. | 
S. What was the token ? | 
F. Gideon laid a fleece of wool on 
the: ground, and pray'd that the 
dew-might fall upon the fleece only, 


and that the earth round about it 


might remain dry, which was done 
accordingly. Then he prayed that 
the dew might wet all the earth a- 
bout it, and that the fleece might 
remain dry. 

8. Were they convinced by this 
toes of the divine commiſſion? 
T. Ves: And Gideon led them 
directly againſt the Midianites and 
their accomplices, and found them 


encamped in the plains of Jezreel 


or E/draelon, belonging to tbe half 
tribe of Manaſſeb, adjoining to the 
tribe of /ſachar, on the weſt of 
Jordan; a plain of vaſt extent, and 
vety fertile ; but is now unculti- 
vated, and only ſerves the Arabs 
for paſturage. 

. In what —_—_— did Gideon 
attack this great army? 

T. It muſt be remembered that 
Gidaon was going to fight God's bat- 
tle, who, knowing the pride of the 
Hraelites would impute their ſucceſs 
more” to their on valour and 
ſtrength, more than to his invin- 
eible hand, ordered Gideon to pra- 
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claim liberty to return home to as 
many as were ſo diſpoſed. On 
which proclamation no leſs than 
22000 quitted the field. Gideon 
was now left with ten thouſand on- 
ly; but God reſolving that the 
whole glory of the victory ſhould 
be accounted his own, he was or- 
dered to lead them down to the wa- 
ter to drink, and to ſelect only 
thoſe few: for the expedition, who 
ſhould be obſerved to take up water 
in their hands, and lap it. This 
experiment reduced his army to a 
ſmall regiment of threehundred bght- 
ing men. 

Gideon having diſmiſſed hee 
thers, and ordered the 300 to be 
in readineſs, each with a trumpet, 
and a lamp put into an empty pitch- 
er to conceal the light, ſtole pri- 
vately with one ſervant only into 
the Midianitiſb camp, view'd it 
well, overheard a dream of one of 
the Midianite ſoldiers interpreted 
in his favour, returned undiſcover- 
ed, drew out his little army, gave 
them a watch word, and divided 
them into three companies of an 
hundred men each, marched ſud- 
denly upon the Midianites in the 
beginning of the middle twatch/or dead 
time of the night; and, giving the 
watch word, the feword of the Lord, 
and of Gideon, his men broke their 
pitchers, brandiſhed their lamps, 
and ſounded their trumpets, to the 
great aſtoniſhment and confuſion of 
the enemy, who imagined this hand- 
ful to be a formidable army; and, 
being infatuated by God, miſtook 
their friends for their: enemies, fell 
upon one another; and, having firſt 
made a great flaughter of their own 
men, the remainder ſought to ſe- 
cure themſelves by flight. But — 
Fel 
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reſt of Gidion's army, who had 
withdrawn themſelves, but not yet 
got home, being countermanded by 
their general, and the Ephramites 
being invited by him alſo, to ſecure 
the paſſes of Fordan, to prevent 
their retreat,” took the two Midi- 
unitiſb princes, Oreb and Zeeb, cut 
off their heads, and ſent hom to 
Gideon, who was got over the ri- 
ver in purſuit of two other kings 
of Miuian, Teba and Zalmuna; 
who had retreated ſome other way 
with the forces under their com- 
mand, or too ſoon to be ſtopt at 
the ſords of Fordan: whom he came 
up with at Nar kor, ſurpriſed and 
beat their army, took the two kings, 
a nd having ordered them to be ſtr ipt 
of their royalties, and their camels 
of their rich trappings and fur- 
niture, he diſpatched them both 
with his oon hands. By which, 
the power of Midian was again 
broken, his victory was compleated, 
and Ijract een a peace of forty 
r 19k Z + 3A 
S. Did not * find ſome dif- 

ficulty to provide for his army in 
ſo long a purſuit, in a country 
where he had no magazines? 

T. Ves: For he and his men 
being croſſed over to Succoth, near 
the Zaft bank of Jordan, and like 
to faint” in ſo long a purſuit for 
want of bread, they prayed ſome 
ſmall tefreſnment but both the 
men of Succoth, and the men of 
Penuel, not believing in the divine 
commiſtion of Gideon; or, what is 
moſt likely, being fallen into idola- 
try, refuſed to give them any relief. 

S. Did not Gideon revenge bin- 
ſelf of theſe two cities: 

T. Yes y For, when he had ls 
en Zebab and Zalmuna, he brought 
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them to Succoth, and ordered the 
elders of the city to be taught better 
manners for the future, by ſeourg- 
ing them - with thorns and öriers. 
Then he went and beat down the 
tower of Penuel, in whoſe ruins 
were buried the rulers of that city, 
who had fled into it to __ _ 
reſentment,” 

S. Why did Gideon lay the ww 
kings with his own hand? 
FT Zea and Zalmuna had not 
only diſtinguiſhed themſelves in lay. 
ing waſte the country, and putting 
the inhabitants to the ſword” in 
their march; but were the very 
men that had killed Gidean's bre - 
thren by his mother's ſide at mount 
Tabor; wherefcre Gideon ordered 


his own ſon Fether to execute them; 


but, the youth being timorous, he 
himſelf avenged the blood of 5 
brethren. - 

S. Would it not have been more 
decent to have their lives tokens a- 
way by the public executianer? 

T. At that time there were no 
public executioners. In ancient days 
it was the cuſtom for great men to 
do execution upon offenders, as it is 
now an uſual thing for them to pro- 
nounce ſentence upon them. Doeg, 


one of the chief officers in the court 


of Saul, was alſo his executioner, 
which was many years aſter. But 


T cannot forbear ſuppoſing that Gi- 


deon had a good intention, when 


he ordered his own ſon to this of- 


fice; as namely, to animate him 
the more againſt the enemies of //- 
rael ; For Hanibal is reported 10 
have been thus animated againſt the 
Romans, when he was a boy. 

S. How did the Hraelites bekave 
to Gideon after this great delive- 


rance ? 
T. They 


5 

i 

ie 

8 

x 

Ek 

* 

* 
8 
13 
* 
. 
or Me 
* 
8 
3 
. 
* 
| Np 
2 bY S 
5" Z 

+ 

a 
3 
| | ; 


Of Glpzox's Family and Succeſſor. 173. 


7. They offered to ſettle the go- 
vernment of Ijrael « on un . his 
_ 

S. Did be accept of i it? | 

T. No: For as he knew he ho- 


nour of the victory was due to God 


alone, he modeſtly and generouſly 
declined their offer; but deſired 
they would oblige him with the 
jewels or ear-tings taken from the 
enemy. To which the people not 
only conſented, but gave bim alſo 
the coſtly ornaments and robes of 


the kings, and golden chains, that 


were about the camels necks, which 
amounted to a prodigious value. 

$. What did Gideon do with this 
7 * 

* Hei in a e 420 made 
an ephod of it, and placed it in the 
city of Ophrah, as a memorial of 
what God had wrought for Iſrael 
by his miniſtry. But in the end, 
this very thing gave occaſion to a 
freſh apoſtaſy, and proved the ruin 
of his family. 

S. What rail had Gideon? 

T. He had ſeveral wives, by 
wb he had ſeventy ſons; and a 


concubine, by whom he had a ſon 


named Abimelech, which by inter- 
pretation fignifies my father a king, 
and may be ſaid to be ſtill in uſe 
in thoſe courts wheræ the name of 
Fitz-roy, i. e. a king's ſon, is given 
to the illegitimate oltopring of a 
king, 

S. Did any of theſe ſucceed . 
deon in the government? 

7. Abimelech, having by his mo- 
ther's contrivance and intereſt at 
Shechem, where he was born, and 
by the affiftance of a company of 


profligate fellows, whom he hired 


with money taken out of the trea- 
fury of their god Baal. berith, after 


his father's death, ſeized upon his. 
palace at Ophrah, ſlew. all bis bre- 
thren, except Jotham the youngeſt, 


Who made his eſcape, and obtained 


che kingdom by the conſent of a 
general aſſembly at Shechem. 

S. Did Fotham give him no diſ- 
turbance ? 

T. Jotham could not pretend to 
out Abimelech by ſorce; but going 
to the top of mount Gerizim, which 
overlooks the city of Shechem, he 


in a parabolical diſcourſe, which is 


the ft we find upon record, re- 
preſented to the people his father 8 
modeſty and ſelf-denial; in refuſing 
to have the government ſettled on 
him and his family, which they 
had now conferred on one as much 
inferior in virtue and honour to Gi- 
deon and his lawful ſons, as the 
bramble is to the olive-tree, the fig- 
tree or the vine ; concluding with 
an expoſtulation concerning the in- 
jury done to his family, and up- 
braiding them with ingratitude, an 
appeal to their conſciences, whether 
they had done right or not, and 
with a curſe againſt them for ad- 
hering to Abimelech in all his wick - 
ed deeds. 

S. Was not Eſop the ficſt author 
of fables, wherein ſerious truths are 
repreſented ? . 

7. No: This.of Fatham was 
long before £/op, or any other au- 
thor now extant. 

S. Why did Jotham repreſent 
Abimelech by the bramble © - 

7. Becauſe as a. bramble is the 

meaneſt of all trees, and Les for 

nothing but to burn: So Jotham 


inſorms the Sbechemites, that they 
had nothing to expect from his ad- 
miniftration bur vexat ion and trou- 
ble. And as this tree or buſh can 

afford 
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afford no ſhadow ; fo Abimelech 
would never be able to maintain 
the authority of a king, nor defend 
them in time of diſtreſs or danger. 
S. Who was the God Baal-be- 
rith, at Sherbem. 

7. It was the God, whom the 
ancients thought preſided over co- 
venants and contracts, ſuch was 
the Zeus Hortios of the Greeks; 
and the ter Piſtius, Deus Fi- 
dius, or Feciulis of the Latins, 
whom they looked upon as a God 
of honeſty and uprightneſs always 
ſuperintending in treaties and al- 
liances, and puniſhing thoſe, that 
broke them. Therefore it may be 
that the houſe of this God Berith, 
was the citadel, the arſenal, and 
the treaſury of the Shechemrtes, 
taken from the cuſtom of the hez- 
then nations, "whoſe idolatry they 
had copied in this, and in other par- 
ticulars. Ser Judges, chap. viii. 33. 

8. What became of Jotham, af- 

ter this bold ſpeech ? 
1 He eſcaped to Beer, a city 
on the northern frontiers of the 


tribe of Judab, which was not ſub- 


ject to Abrmelech, where he was 
protected. 

S. How long did Binelrch go- 
vern the Sechemites?? 

T. It was not long before be had 
cauſe to fear the reſentment of his 
people, who grew ſo jealous of him, 
that they would have killed him, 
had he not fled for his life. 

S. What did the people do up- 
on his ab#tration ? | 

7. They ehoſe another vile 
wretch, one Gael, the ſon of Ebed, 
to ſucceed him, who lived entire- 


ly upon the {poil of others. * 


S. Did Abimelech permit bim t 
reign in peace? 


1 


T. No: Bimilech had left a ſpy 
behind him, one Zebul, who in- 
forming him of the peoples hatred 
againſt him, and the little care that 
was taken to defend themſelves 
from his reſentment, and alſo that 
Gael ſpoke of him with contempt, 
and ſpoiled all his friends, and threat - 
ened him much, if ever he could 
catch him; adviſed him to endea- 
vour his reftoration before it was 
too late. Abimelech upon this ad- 
vice, having gathered his army to- 
gether, divides it into four parts, 
marches all night, and in the morn- 
ing early beſets the city. 7 

FJ. What did Gael do? 

T. Though he was naturally a 
coward, he ſeeing things reduced to 
the laſt extremity, marched out to 
give him battle, but was defeated ; 
and ſlain. ; 

S. Did Abimelech recover bis do- 
minion ? 

7. Next day he forradd thee; 
ty, put all the inhabitants he found 
to the ſword, and burnt the reſt 
in the templeof Berith, where they 
had retired for ſafety. After which 
he had, no doubt, recovered his 
whole dominion ; but in this fluſſu 
| ofvifory, marching to reduce the 
town' of Thebez, which had revolt- 
ed in the confuſion, he, after taking 
the town, and endeavouring to 
burn the inhabitants, who had hut 
themſelves up in the tower, had 
his ſkull fractured with a mill- ſtone 
puſhed down upon him by a wo- 
man; and called his armour-bearer, 
to put an end to his life, that it 
might not be faid, he died by the | 
hand of a woman. 

Thus God in his jaſtics duni 
ed both Abimelech and the men of 
. making them inſtruments 

of 
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of each others deſtruction: and judge in Iſrue!: but as he was not 


thus was Jotham's curſe completed made ſuch by God's appointment, 
in the fate of both. | I rather chuſe to call him: an v fur - 


Some call Abinelch _ fixth 25 and tyrant. 
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(© 1 P. XIV. 1 
Of the Judges ToLAk, Jark, jergrnan, 132 Au, ELox, 


AB Do, and Samson. In which you have the Interpreta- 
tion of JEPHTHAH's Vow, Sausox's Riddle, and a Relation 


of the Treachery of DALILAH :, 


SAMSON”s Dealings with 


the Philiſtines ; the Manner bow he was taken, and of his Death, 
Prophane Hiſtory confirming the Hiſtory: of the Judges. 


S. HO then was the 45 xth 
judge? 

T. God appointed and raiſed up 
Tolah, the fon of Puah, an emi- 
nent and pious man, the ſon of 
Dodo, of the tribe of Hachar, to 
be judge of the northern and eaſtern 
tribes. He dwelt at Shamir, on 
mount Ephraim, near the centre 
of the country. 

S. How long did he judge I/ 
rael?. | 
T. Three and twenty years. 

S. What exploits did he for his 
nation ? 

T.. His firſt care was to bring 
them back to the true worſhip of 
God, in which he kept them all 
his days, as the ſureſt means to 
preſerve them from their enemies; 
ſo that there were no wars in; his 
time. 

8. Where did he die! 

T. At Shamir aforeſaid, and was 


buried there. 


S8. Who ſucceeded Tolah? 

T. Jair, a Gileadite, of that half 
tribe of Manaſſeb, ſeated eaſt of 
Jordan, and the fit governor raiſ- 


* 


ed up out of anyof the rides beyond 
Jordan. n 

8. What family had he ? | 

T. He is mentioned to have had 
thirty ſons, and appears to have 
been poſſeſſed of a large patrimo- 
nial eſtate 3 becauſe, he kept all 
theſe ſons like princes, mounted 
them on aſſes, as the moſt honou- 
rable beaſt of that country, and 
endowed each of them with a city 
for their reſpective reſidence, cal- 
led Havoth- Tair. 

S. Was he noted for any mar- 
tial exploits? 

T. No: but after he had ruled 
Iſrael in peace 22 years he died, 
and was buried at Canon the place 
of his abode. 

S. How long did the Iſraelites 
perſevere in their duty. to God? 

T. The long reft which they 
had under Telah and Fair, had, as 
uſual, defaced all their gratitude to 
God, whoſe mercies and judgments 
were no longer in remembrance. 
And though Farr by the prudence 
of his conduct, good example, and 
aſſiſtance of his ſons, who were as 
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ſo many governours diſperſed over 
the land, had kept them from the 
3 of the Gentiles; he 
was no ſooner dead, than they for- 
ſook the Lord, and publickly bowed 


down to Baal, Aſbtaroth, and a- 


dopted the Gods of the Syrians, 
Sidonians, Ammonites, Moabites, 
and Philiſtines. | 

S. Did not God viſit them for 
theſe iniquities ? 

T. He raiſed up, and enabled the 
Philiſtines on the weſt fide, and the 
Ammonites on the eaſ? fide to vex 
and oppreſs them both at one time. 

Thus the Ammonites oppreſſed the 
Iſraelites on the eaſt {ide of For- 
dan, year after year, for the ſpace 


of eighteen years. They alſo paſ- 


ſed over Jordan, and ſore afflicted 
both Judah and Benjamin, and E- 
phraim, while the Philiſtines de- 
ſtreſſed them by their incurſions on 


: the we/t of Canaan. 


$. Did not theſe afflictions bring 
them to a ſenſe of their guilt ? 
'T. Yes: and they, on this occa- 
ſion, ſhewed ſuch tokens of repen- 
tance, and fo zealouſly deſtroyed 
their idols, and betook themſelves 
to the ſervice of the Lord, that the 
Almighty acted as when a man's 


ſoul is grieved for his friend; and 


in mercy, directed them how th 


ſhould accompliſh their delive- 


rance. 
S. In what manner did they deli- 
ver themſelves from theſe enemies? 
T. During the time of their hu- 


miliation, the tribes had been pre- 


paring levies to give them battle 
upon their next invaſion: but they 
had no commander in chief; there- 
fore, when they humbled them- 
ſelves before the Lord, and con- 


fulted with him, he directed them 


The Hot y BIBLE explained. © 


to chuſe one Fephthah. This choice 


was declared in a full aſſembly of 


their chi; and he accepted of 


the command, on condition, that, 


if he ſhould be ſucceſsful in the 


war, he ſhould retain the ſupreme 
power over them, during his life. 
Fephthab being inveſted with this 
power and authority,” ſent ambaſ- 
ſadors to the king of Ammon, who, 
with a numerous army, had enter- 
ed Gilead, to demand the reaſon 
of that ron. His anſwer was, 
that their land was his, the Iſraelites 
having taken it from his anceſtors, 
and that he was determined to re- 
cover it. Jephthabh would have rea- 
ſoned with the Ammonite upon the 
unjuſtneſs of his demand: but find- 
ing that negotiation was ineffectual, 
to avoid a war, which the Ane 
nites were reſolved upon, he made 
the beſt preparation he could to re- 
ceive them, vowed unto the Lord, 
and took the field in the name of 
the Lord, who ſays he ſhall be 
judge, or decide this matter, be- 
teen the children of Iſrael, and the 
children of Ammon. Thus Feph- 
thah being filled with the ſpirit of 
wiſdom and courage, and other 
neceſſary qualities from the Lord, 
left Mizpeh; and meeting with the 
Ammonites near the river Arnon in 
the borders of Iſrael, adjoining to 
Ammon, he ſmote them from a 
place called Aroer, as far as Me- 
rith; in which compaſs he deſtroy- 
ed twenty cities, and never ceaſed 
till he had carried the blow unto 
Abel-cheramim, or the plain of the 
vineyards, with a very great ſlaugh- 
ter; by which means the Ammo- 
nites were ſo weakened, that they 
never invaded Iſrael any more. 


S. Who was this Jephthah ? 
7 * 


* 
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T. He was a natural ſon of Gi- 
23701 in the half tribe of Manaſſeh, 
on the eaſt ſide of Jordan: and as 
ſuch, having no right to inheritance, 
he was ſent by the btethren in wed- 
lock, to ſeek his fortune in the land 
of Te, or 1/þ-tob, a part of Syria, 
not far from the Ammonitet., In 
which ſituation being much expoſed 
to the frequent excurſions of his 
Ammonitiſh neighbours, he had re- 
peated occaſions to exerciſe bis 
courage and bravery, before he was 
adyanced to be 2 judge in Iſrael. 

F. What vow was that you ſaid 
Nc b made, before he took the 

eld in his laſt campaign? 

T. He vowed, that if he return- 
ed with victory, whatever firſt 
ſhould come out of the doors of his 
houſe to meet him, ſhould be the 
Lords, and that, if it were a thing 
fit to be offered, he would offer it 
up for a burnt- offering. 

S. What came firſt out of his 
doors to meet him on his return ? 

T. His daughter, who was his 
only child. 

S. Did he perform his vow ? 

T. Ves: he dedicated her unto 
the Lord ; by which ſhe was ob- 


liged to live retired from the world, 


and renounce all knowledge of 
man for ever. But it grieved him 
ſore, infomuch, that when he ſaw 


* her come forth, he tent his cloaths, 


and ſaid, alas, my daughter, thou 


haſt brought me very low, or quite 
ſpoiled my triumph; and thou art 


one of them that trouble me, be- 
cauſe, now I am deprived of the 
means of propagating my poſterity 
by thee, for I have vowed that 
thou ſhalt live a virgin all thy life, 

S. Did his daughter yield to his 


vow ? 


in 28355 ? 
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T. Yes: and being after two 
months reſpite according to her 
deſire, confined to perpetual virgi- 
nity, the daughters of Iſrael were 
accuſtomed to viſit her four times 
a year, during her life, to celebrate 
her praiſes, for ſo readily ſubmit- 
ting to what her father had raſhly 
vowed, | 

Note, From hence let me cau- 
tion you never to make a vow, till 
you have well conſidered the con- 
ſequences, and how it may effect 
you : and when you have vowed 
unto the Lord what is la wu, de- 
lay not to perform it. Beſides, a 
vow mult be lawful; agreeable to 
God and nature, ot it is no vow, 
but a mere raſhneſs, and will not 
be accepted of the Almighty. 

S. How was Fephthah received 
by the 1/raelites after this great vic 
tory ? 

T. He was no ſooner FRY. 0 
victorious and laden with ſpoil; 
but the Ephramites firſt murmur- 
ed at his not ſending for them, to 
join the army, and to ſhare the 
victory and plunder ; and then re- 
fuſing all pacific meaſures, marched 
in a conſiderable body in a hoſtile 
manner over Jordan, and threaten- 
ed to burn his houſe over his head. 
Whichobliged Jephthab, to lay rea- 
ſoning aſide; and he attacked them 
in the field, put them to flight, and 
having ſecuted the fords of Jordan, 
he ſlew in all 32,000 of them. 

S. How did his people know 
them to be Ephramites at the fords? 

T. By the Te/? of the word Shib- 
baleth, which the Ephramites pro- 
ce Sibboleth, which ſignifies 
foods of water, 

S. How long did Jephthah rule 


F: Only 


— 
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Y. Only ſix years. He died and 
was buried in his own country at 
Mizpeh in Gilead. | 

S. How did the /raelites obſerve 
their Jaſt promiſe unto the Lord ? 

T. They continued his ſervants 
all the days of Fephthah, and for 
ſome time after, till too much 
caſe, reſt, and plenty, led them a- 
gain into idolatry. 

S. Who ſucceeded Fephthah ? 

T. Ibzan, a Zebulanite, of north 


Feruſalem, which was.in the tribe 
of Zebulun. 


S. What family had he ? ? 

His family was very nume- 
rous and flouriſhing; for he had 
thirty ſons, to whom he took from 
abroad thirty wives; and thirty 
daughters, for whom he provided 
thirty huſbands. 

S. Was there any war in his days? 

T. As he preſerved his ſubjects 
in the northern and eaſtern tribes 
in the true religion, and adminiſ- 
tered juſtice prudently; ſo God per- 
mitted no enemy to moleſt them. 

S. How long did he judge Iſrael? 

T. Seven years, and then died, 
and was buried at Feruſalem. 

S. Who ſucceeded [bzan ? 

7. None. of his ſons, the go- 
vernment was not hereditary. But 
he was ſucceeded by Elon, a Ze- 
bulonite alſo; who preſerved the 
Ifraelites in their duty to God, and 
lived 1n peace ten years; and then 
died, and was buried at Aijalon in 
the tribe of Zebulun. 

S. Who ſucceeded Elon ? 


F. An Ep amite, one Abdon, 


the ſon of Hillel of Pirathon, in 
the land of Ephraim. 

S, Had he any family? 

T. His ſamily was very nume- 
rous, conſiſting of forty ſons, and 


thirty, grandſons, who, are, ſuppoſed 
to have aſſiſted him in the govern- 
ment. 
S. How long did he Judge 7 
rael? 

7. Eight years; ; when he died, 
and was buried at Pirathon, i in the 
land of Ephraim. | 

S. Were theſe three laſt men- 
tioned Judges by God's appoint- 
ment? 

T. It does not appear that they 
were. They were rather elected 
by the chiefs of the people, who, 
while they continued in their o- 


bedience to God, were convinced 


that a chief Ruler was advantage- 
ous to irael, both to preſerve 
them from their enemies, and to 
keep up the ſervice of the true 
God. | 

S. Who ſucceeded Abdon? 

T. The long eaſe and plenty in 
Iſrael had now again hardened 
their hearts : and the Judge being 
dead that kept them in their duty, 
and every one deſiring, to do as 
ſeemed beſt in his own: eyes, they 
could not agree in the choice of a 
ſucceſſor. The conſequence of 


which was, that they went a 
whoring after their own.inventi- 


ons, and forſook the God that had 
done ſo great things for them. 
S. Did not God avenge himſelf ? 
T. He brought them again to a 
ſenſe of their impieties, by the 
yearly incurſions and ravages of 


the Philiſtines, who vexed and op- ; 


preſſed them forty years. 


S. How were the Iſraelites de- 


livered from the hands of the Phi- 


liſtines? | 
T. Not by the power of a nu- 
merous army, nor by the wiſdom 
of human policy; but in a moſt 
ex- 
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extraordinary manner; even by 
the ſtrength and courage of one 
man. 7 

S. Who was that extraxrdina- 
5 man? 

T. His name was Samſon; whom 
God called to this ſervice from his 
mother's womb, and by many 
wonderful deeds raiſed him for a 
defence and venger of Jſrael, and 
a ſcourge to their oppreſſors the 
Philiftines. 

S. T ſhould be glad to hear his 
hiſtory ? 

. Samſon was the ſon of Ma- 
noah, a Danite of Zorah. His mo- 
ther had been reputed barren, which 
was accounted a great diſgrace in 
1ſrael. But an Angel appeared, and 
told her, that God was pleaſed 
to make her the mother of a deli- 
derer of Iſrael from the Phili/tines, 
and that ſhe ſhould neither drink 
wine, nor other ſtrong liquors, nor 
eat any unclean or ſurfeiting thing 
during her pregnancy : and that 
when the child was born, ſhe 
ſhould not let his head be ſhaved, 
but make him obſerve the rules of 
the Nazarites. And according to 
that time, next year, Samſon was 
born. A. M. 2848. 

His exceeding ſtrength preſent- 
ly ſhewed, that "he was filled with 
the ſpirit of God, which, as he 
grew up, put him upon executing 


Tome x. e things, as ſpe- 
cimens of the great work intended 


to accompliſh by his ſtrength and 
valour, on proper opportunities, 
as particularly in the place called 
the camp of Dan, and between 
Zorah and E/bhtaol. 

The firſt particular account we 
have of his proweſs, was in his 
way to Timnath, a city of the Phi- 


Of SarzoN, and hi Exploits. 279 


liſlines, to demand a young wo- 
man of that place to be his wife: 


for meeting with a young lion, 


that was ready to ſeize on him, 
being gone a little out of the way 
from his com pany, he took hold 
of him, and with his naked hands 
tore him to pieces. 

He obtained the young Philif 
tines conſent, and the wedding 
was performed ſometime 'after at 
Tinnath; And as God had ap- 
pointed this, as a means hethought 
fit to uſe for the deſtruction of the 
Phili/tines, Samſon propoſed a rid- 
dle to thirty young men, whom 
the inhabitants of the place had 
ſent to honour him at the marri- 
age-feaſt; Out of the eater came 
forth meat, and out of the ſtrong came 
forth fvertneſs, ſays he; and pro- 
miſed, that if any one of them could 
explain its true meaning in ſeven 
days, he would give each of them 
a change of raiment; on conditi- 
on, however, that if they could 
not explain it in that time, they 
ſhould give him the thirty changes 
of raiment, each conſiſting of a 
coat, or a gown and a cloak. 


The agreement was made; but 
they could not find out the mean- 


ing of it, till they engaged his 
young wife by threats and entrea- 
ties, to get the ſecret out of her 
huſband. Which being perceived 
by Samſon when they came to give 
him the right interpretation, he 
told them that they had ploughed 
with his heifer; and being moved 
with the ſpirit of God, he went 
to a city of the Philiſtines, called 
Aſcelon, killed 1575 men, and 
brought their raiment to thoſe that 
had explained his riddle. 

Samſon ſeems to have been diſ- 
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guſted with his wife on this occa- 
ſion, and left her. She, in his 


.abſence, marries one of thoſe thir- 


ty above-mentioned. But when 
Samſon's fury was ſomewhat aſ- 
ſwaged, and God had a mind to 
ſhew him more in his ſervice, he 
returned, and would have gone in 
to his wife, not knowing what 
ſhe had done. Her father ſtops 
him at the entrance of the cham- 
ber; relates the fact, and offers 
him his youngeſt daughter. But 
Samſon made noother anſwer, than 
only, the Philiſtines hereafter will 
have no reaſon to complain of me, 
if Lreturn them the evils they have 
done to me. And going out, he 
immediately caught three- hundred 
foxes, by which, their tails being 
tied together, with a fire-brand 
between every pair, he ſet the ripe 
corn of the Philiſtines all on fire, 
which alſo much damaged their 
vines and olive-trees. And. to this 
deſolation in the helds, Samſon ad- 
ded the ſlaughter of a great num- 
ber of men, whom he killed, by 
breaking the hip bone or thighs of 
moſt ot them: and then he retu ed 
to his father's houſe, without any 
intention to do the Philiſtines any 
more injury. But, 


Hearing that the Philiſtines had 


aſſemblede an army, and were ſeek- 
ing him to bring him to puniſh- 
ment, he fled to the land of Ju- 
dah, and retired to the cave at the 
top of the hill Etam, a ſtrong 
place; for. as no more than one 
man could aſcend to the top a- 
breaſt, it was eaſily defenſible. 
The“ Philiſtines purſue him to 
this place, and threaten to lay 
waſte all Judah, if they would not 
deli er up Samſon to their will, 
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The men of Judah, to avert ſuch 


a deſolation of their country as 


muſt have followed, if they ſhould 


refuſe, prevailed with Samſon to 


let them bind him with two new 
ſtrong cords, | and to deliver him 
into the hands of the Philiſtines.— 
Here it ſhould be obſerved, that 
had God: intended to have ſent 
Samſon to make open war againſt 
the enemies of his people, here was 
a good opportunity to declare it; 
for, there were three-thouſand 
men of Judah aſſembled on this 
occaſion, who certainly would have 
obeyed him, had he received and 
ſhewn any divine commiſſion for 
that purpoſe ; and this number was 
more than ſufficient, under God's 

protection, to repulſe and beat a- 
ny army of human ſtrength alone. 

Therefore, let it be here particu- 
larly noted, That Samſon was on- 
Iy appointed by God to harraſs, 
weaken, and to keep the Philiſ- 
tines in awe, that, out of dread of 
him, they might be leſs cruel in 
their oppreſſions. And this may 
be properly gathered. from the 
words of the Angel, who only ſaid, 

that He ſhall begin to deliver ſſrael. 
Jud. xili. 5. 

Samſon being now delivered 
bound with ſtrong cords i into the 
hands of his enemies, and they be- 
ing ready to execute vengeance 
upon him, the ſpirit of the Lord, 
in an inſtant, ſeized upon him, 
broke his cords in pieces, provided 
him with the jato- bone of an aſs, 
and with that weapon alone, ena- 


bled him to kill a thouſand PR- 


liſtines; which threw them into 
ſuch confuſion and fear, that the 
reſt made the beit of their way 
home, 


After 
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After this defeat, Samſon ven- 


tured to paſs through Gaza, a city 


of the Phili/tines ; which was ſoon 
made known to the magiſtrates, 
who poſted a guard both about 
the inn, where he lodged, and at 
the city gates, intending to kill 
him as he went out in the morn- 
ing. Samſon being informed of 
their deſign, roſe up at midnight, 
went his way, and took with him 
the two gates of the city, gate- 
poſts, bar and chain, and carried 


them to the top of the hill, which 


is between Gaza and Hebron. 
The Philiſtines were ſo aſtoniſh- 
ed at theſe actions, that they did 
not attempt to purſue him any 
more. But Samſon having fallen 
in love with a woman, whoſe name 
was Dalilah, that was a Philiſtine, 
and dwelt in the plains near the 
brook Soreꝶ, about a mile and an 
half from Eſcol, they engaged her 
with the promiſe of a great re- 
ward in money, to get out of him 
the important ſecret of his great 
ſtrength. He equivocated with her 
ſeveral times; yet, though he was 


convinced that ſhe betrayed him to 


his enemies, it was God's will, to 
bring about the wiſe ends of his 
Providence, that he ſhould tell 
her the truth at the laſt. There- 
fore Dalilah having informed the 
Philiſtines, that his great ſtrength 
lay in his hair, which ſhe took a 
proper opportunity to ſhave off 
from his head, they came upon 
him, and ſeizing him without op- 
poſition or danger, put out his eyes; 
and, becauſe they had agreed with 
Dalilah not to kill him, they 
brought him down to Gaza, to 
be there expoſed to deriſion, where 
he had expoſed them to ſhame, 
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by carrying away the gates of their 
city; and having loaded him with 
braſs fetters, they made him grind, 
with othèr: ſlaves, in the priſon- 
houſe. But thug every thing proved 
their ruin. For. | 

Samſon's hair grew again ſo 
quick, that by the time the lords 
of the Philiſtinss could aſſemble, 
to rejoice and offer to their God 
Dagon a ſacrifice of thankſgiving 
for their taking of Samjon, he was 
become ſo ſtrong, as when he was 
brought into the temple of their 
God, to make ſport of him, he, 
being placed between two pillars 
that ſupported the houſe, got hold 
of the pillars, and praying unto 
God to enable his body, pulled a- 
way the pillars, and brought the 
whole houſe upon the five lords, 
and other people of quality that 
were then aſſembled, and to the 
amount of thrce thouſand of the 
common ſort, who were on the 
roof looking through the windows 
into the houſe. Thus died Sam- 
ſon, ſlaying more in his death, 
than he had killed of them at the 
ſeveral times in his life, after that 
he had avenged Iſrael twenty 
vears, and lived thirty-eight. 

S. I muſt beg leave to atk, how 
Samſon's mother was aſſured that 
the meſſage of her conception was 
from God ? 

T. She went preſently and ac- 
quainted her huſband of what ſhe 
had ſeen and heard. AZaneah, 
her huſband, begged- of the Lord 
to ſend his Angel a (ſecond time, 
that he, alſo, might be informed 
perſonally of the method propoſed 
to bring up the fon he had pro- 
miſed. God did ſend the Angel 
a ſecond time, and Manoab con- 
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ceſſary for the libations. 


vinced that the meſſage was from 
the Lord: for as Manch offered 
a burnt ſacrifice unto the Lord, 
the Angel roſe up in the midſt of 
the flame, and in the ſight of Ma- 
noah and his wife, aſcended up in- 
to heaven. 

S, What do you mean by a Na- 
zarite? 

7. A Nagarite under the law, 
was one who made a vow of ob- 
ſerving a more than ordinary de- 
gree of purity. The rules they ob- 
ſerved, were to abſtain from wine, 
and all intoxicating [liquors ;- to 
let their: hair grow without cutting 
or ſhaving ; not. to enter into an 
houſe that was polluted by having 
a dead body in it ; nor to be pre- 
ſent at a funeral. This Nazarite- 
ſhip was either perpetual or rempo- 
rary. It was perpetual in the caſe 
of Samſon and John the Baptiſt ; 
and in all ſuch cafes, they were 
conſecrated to this vow by their 
parents, and could never be ab- 
ſolved from it. It was temporal, 
when any perſon vowed to ob- 
ſerve thoſe rules only for a certain 
time: but then ſuch Nazarites 
were obliged to appear before the 
prieſt, and to perform ſuch cere- 
monies, Qc. as he required. 

S. What were theſe ceremonies, 
&C. 

T. When the time of the Na- 
zariteſhip was accompliſhed, the 
prieſt brought the perſon to the 
door of the temple, who there 
offered to the Lord a he lamb 
for a burnt offering, a ſhe lamb 
for an expiatory ſacrifice, and 
a tam for a peace offering, with 
loaves, and cakes, and wine ne- 


Then 
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verſed with bim, and was con- 


the prieſt, or ſome other, ſhaved 
the head of the Nazarite at 
the door of the tabernacle, and 
burnt his hair in the fire on the 
altar. After this, the prieſt put a 
ſhoulder of the ram roaſted, and a 
loaf and a cake into the hands of 
the Nazarite ; which being re- 
turned to him again, the prieſt 
lifting them up in the preſence of 
the Nazarite, offered them unto 
the Lord, and ſo abſolved him 
from his vow. 

S. What was the meaning of 
Samſon's riddle ? 

7. You'may remember that he 
had killed a lion in his way to 
Tinnath. This lion being left in 
the woods till Samſon paſſed again 
by that way, found that a ſwarm 
of bees had lodged themſelves, and 
formed a honey- comb in his throat. 
Samſon took and eat of the honey, 
and carried ſome of it home to his 
parents, without telling them of 
his exploit; and they alſo eat of 
it. Now in his riddle, the Eater 
and the Strong were the Lion; the 


Meat and the Sweetneſs were the 


Honey. 

S. What was the name of the 
place where Samſon flew the Phi- 
liſtines with the jatu- bone of an 
aſs 
Wc He gave it the name of Bas 
math-lehi, which is interpreted, 
the lifting up, or rather, as ſore 
ſay, the caſting away of the jaw- 
bone ; becauſe when he had ended 
his ſong of triumph, he ca/# it a- 
way. 
8. What token did God give 
him of his approbation of this act? 

7. Being very faint with thirſt 
after this ſlaughter and ſong, he 
prayed to God for a little water to 

refreſh 
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Of the Cities of the Phil; line, &c. 


refreſh him: and God clave a hol- 
low place in the rock near Lehz, 
which immediately flowed with 
water; which fountain he called 
En-hakkare, or the well of him that 
prayed to God for water, and con- 
tinued as a monument of God's 
favour to Samſon at Lehi many 
years after. „ 

S. Where was the city Aſkelon, 
where Samſon killed the thirty 
men, and took their raiment ? 

T. It was ſituate between A 
zoth and Gaza, upon the coaſt of 
the Mediterranean Sea, about 520 
furlongs diſtant from Jeruſalem. 
Here it was that Dirceto, the mo- 
ther of Semiramis, was worſhipped 
by the Gentiles in the ſhape of a 
mermaid and here was the tem- 
ple of Apollo, where Herod, the 
father of Antipater, and grand-fa- 
ther to Herod the Great, officiated 
as prieſt to that heathen god, It is 
ſtill in being; but is fallen into 
great obſcurity, and famed for 
none of the excellencies aſcribed 
to it by antiquity. 

S. What do you ſay of Gaza? 

T. Joſhua made this city a part 
of Judah it being fituate between 
Raphia and Aſtelon, towards the 
ſouthern extremity of the Land of 
Promiſe. It was afterwards ſeized 
by the Philiſtines, who made it 
one of their five principalities. Its 
advantageous fituation was the 


cCauſe of its often changing its maſ- 


ters. Jeſbua took it from the Phi- 
Fr liſtines; ; the Philiſtines recovered 
it from the Iſraelites, and again we 
read of it alternately in the hands 
of the Gentiles and Hezekiah ; of 
the Chaldzans, when they reduced 
Syria and Phenicia ; and of the 


Perſians, who were in poſſeſſion 
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thereof when Alexander the Great 
beſieged, took, and demoliſhed it. 

It onee more roſe again, but not 
ſo great, dhe name of Majuma, 
which was ne ne ſubject to 
the kings of ESypt ;..then., it was 
taken and ſacked | Antiachus the 
Great: the Aſmoneants, or Macca- 
bees took it ſeveral times om the 
Syrians : it was totally deftroyed 
by Alexander Fannæus, king of the 
Hebrews : Gabinius once more re- 
paired it: Auguſtus gave it to He- 
rod the Great. Again, Conſtantine 
the Great gave it the name of Con- 


ſtantia, with many independent 


privileges in honour of his ſon ; 


but the emperor Julian deprived 


it of them all, and deſtroyed it. 

§S. What were the names of 
the five chief cities of the Philiſ- 
tines? ; 

T. Accarod, Aſcalon „Gaza, A 
ot h, and Gath. But this will be 
8 underſtood, if it be obſerv- 
ed, that Gaza ſtood on the very 


ſouth- te corner of the land of 


Canaan. fſcelen or Aſcalon, lay 
on the north of Gaza. To the 
north of Ajcalon was ſituate #/z0th, 
or Azotus, which is the Greet 
name for Aſpdod. Still more to the 
north, was built the city Gath, fa- 
mous for giants, and the birth- 
place of Gel whom David ſlew. 
It was diſmantled by Ozias, king 


of Judah, and laid waſte by Ha- 


zael, king of Syria: but recovered. 
itfelf, and retained its old name in 
the days of Euſebius and St. Jerom, 
who place it about four miles 


from Eleutberopolis, in the way to- 


Lydda. But the moſt northern of 
theſe cities was Accarod. or Acca- 
ron, more properly Eiron, a place 


of great wealth and power, and: 


N 4 famous. 
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famous for the idolatrous worſhip 
of Beelzebub. 

S. What was the ſum of money 
with which they bribed Dalilab? 
T. Each of theſe cities are ſup- 
poſed to have promiſed her 500 
pieces, which together made 5 500 
ſheke!s of filver, or 343 J. 15 


r, 

hat god was that, whom 
the inhabitants of Gaza e 
by the name of Dagon? 

T. This god, upon the beſt au- 
thority, is ſuppoſed to be Neptune. 
The etymology of Dagon is to be 
ſought in the Phænician word Dag, 
which is interpreted a fiſh: and, 
accordingly the idol is uſually re- 
preſented, as the Heathens do T7i- 
tons and Syrens, in the ſhape of a 
woman, with the lower parts of a 
fiſh. The Goddeſs Dirceto wor- 
ſhipped by the ſame nation at Ace- 
hn, was likewiſe of the ſame ſhape, 
and as it is allowed to have been a 
Female deity; fo it may be no im- 
propriety to ſay, that Dirceto was 
the Amphitrite to Dagon, the Phi- 
[i/tline Neptune. 

S. How can it be faid, that Sam- 


| ſen was a Fudge in Iſrael ? 


T. Ido not fo properly look up- 
on Samſon, as a Judge or Ruler in 
Iſrael, as a Scourge of the Philiſtines 
in the hand of God: for Eli, the 
High Prieſt did then govern both 
the church and ſtate; and there- 
fore, where it is ſaid, that he 7udged 
Tſrael, it muſt be underſtood, that 
he avenged Vrael, and kept ber ene- 
mies in awe. 

S. I ſhould be glad to know 
what a Judge was in Iſrael? 

It was a magiſtrate, not un- 
like the Athenian- Archon, and the 
Roman Dictator, whoſe power was 
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a medium between a King and an 
inferior magiſtrate. They were 
no more than God's wvicegerents 5 
and therefore their hanour only laſt- 
ed for life: it could not deſcend to 
their poſterity ; and according to 
common cuſtom, they were gene- 


rally appointed by God himſelf, 


which commiſſion was known by 
the gifts, he, on ſuch occaſions, 
inveſted them with, and by the ex- 
ploits, he enabled them to do,— 
Sometimes the people, without 
waiting for a divine deſignation, 
did chuſe a Chief, upon the demiſe 
of a Judge; which chief magiſtrates, 
though they are commonly num- 
bereg as Judges, I would rather 
look upon as temporary Governors, 
which muſt have given place, had 
it pleaſed God, on ſome extraor- 
dinary occaſion, to appoint a Judge 
over his people, to deliver them out 
of their diſtreſs. 

The Judge's office was to protect 
the laws, but not to make new 


ones, nor to lay any new taxes up- 


on the people; to defend religion, 
eſpecially againſt all idelatrous cor- 
ruptions, and to puniſh all crimes 
againſt God and man. But it muſt 
be obſerved, that their dominion 
ſeldom reached over all the land, 
but over that diſtrict or part only, 
which happened to be oppreſſed, 
and they were 2ppointed to deli- 
ver. 

S. What footſteps are there of 
the hiſtory of the Hebrew Judges 
in heathen authors ? 

T. Shamgar's laying ſa many 
Philiflines with an ox-goad, is ap- 
plied to Lycurgus overthrowing the 
forces of Bacchus, with the ſame 


weapon. The ſtory of the Thebean 
Sphinx alludes to the propheteſ De- 
borah., 
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Of Er.1, and his Sons. 


torah.. The Grecian Hercules is 
founded in no other, than Samſon 
and his Omphale and Dalilah ; and 
his pillars of Cales bear the greateſt 
affinity with what has been related 
of him. Who, but muſt diſcern 
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the fatal locks in the fable of N iſus, 
king of Megara; and his Foxes 
were commemorated at Rome every 
return of the harveſt, by the name 


of Vulpinalia, by tying them tail 
to tail, and then letting them go. 


Pre, 


| CH AP. XV. 
of ELI Lt his Family. Of SAMUEL and his 8 SAMUEL 


is choſen to 
ment of the People. 
is anointed King. 


ſucceed ELI, in the High Prieſthood and Govern- 
The Iſraelites demand a King. SAUL 
The Government and Wars of Saul. Of his 
Son JONATHAN, and his Valour. 


Of Saur”*s Diſobedience io 


Gop's Command. SAUL is deprived of the Kingdom, and 

Davip by Gop*s Appointment, is anointed by SAMUEL in bis 
| Stead, Davin cures Saul of a Pleureſy, and kills Gol IAR. 

SAUL endeavours to deſtroy Davip, who flies, is purſued, and 


ſettles at Ziglah. 


Saul. conſults the Witch of Endor, and 


ſees the Ghoſt of Samuer. Of the Defeat and Death of SAUL 


and JoxaTnan. 


$8, I D not you ſay that the 


civil and eccleſiaſtical go- 

vernment were in the hands of the 
High Prieſt Eli, when Samſon 
Can rged the Philiſtines? 

8 

S. Who was this Eu? 8 

T. He was of the family of Itha- 
mar, the youngeſt ſon of Aaron. 
This Eli was in himſelf a pious 
man ; but too indulgent towards 
his children, and too wild in his 
reproofs of their ill condutt, For 
which reaſon, God puniſhed his fa- 
mily, by removing the prieſthood 
from it, and bringing them to beg- 
gary. 

S. Did God permit Eli to die in 
the prieſthood ? 

7. Ves: but ſo that it belpoks 


the divine vengeance. For, El 
having heard the news, that his two 
wicked ſons were lain in battle, 
and that the Ar# of God was taken 


by the enemy, he fell backward 


from his ſeat, broke his neck, and 
died after he had ruled Jfrae! forty 
years. 

S. How did Eli hear this bad 
news ? 

T. By a Benjamite ſoldier; that 
had eſcaped by flight; who related 
this great and mournful event with 
that exactneſs and brevity, that by 
the greateſt criticks, it is recom- 
mended as a pattern to thoſe, who 
muſt be the meſſengers of bad news. 
—ÞBrevity is then to be preferred to 
tedious: circumſtances, and pathe- 
Fe expreſſions. — When the firſt 

| word 
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word acquaints us with our misfor- 
tune, we are naturally deaf to 3 0 
thing beſides. 

S. What were the names and 
crime of his ſons? 

T. Hophni and Phineas; who 
made themſelves odious to God and 
man, by their debauching the wo- 
men, that came to their devotions, 
and by robbing God of the prime 
part of the ſacrifices, which did not 
belong to them. 

S. How did the 7/raelites then 
ſtand before their enemies? 

T. It does not appear, that the 


Iſraelites engaged in any war, till 


Samuel was grown up; when per- 
ceiving that God had bleſſed this 
young man with the Hpirit of pro- 
pbecy; without aſking the aſſiſtance 
of God, they were determined to 
try, by force of arms, to reſcue 
themſelves from the yoke of the 
Phililines, 
S. Did they ſucceed ? | 
T. No: for, God being incenſed 
againſt the houſe of Eli, whoſe 
wicked ſons commanded in this 
expedition; and againſt the whole 
nation, for neglecting their duty, 
to aſłk counſel of God; he deliver- 
ed them into the hands of their e- 
nemies: permitted four thou/and of 
them to be ſlain at the firſt encoun- 
ter; and enabled the Phil;/tines to 
puniſh them yet more ſeverely, by 
flaying 30,000, and taking the ark 
of God, in a ſecond battle, amongſt 
whom fell Haphni and Phineas. At- 
ter which, the wrath of God was aſ- 
ſwaged, and he obliged the Philij- 
tines io reſtore it again to {/rael, 
S8. How did God make his will 
known to the Philiſtines, concern- 
ing the aK? 
T, The Philifines having got 
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poſſeſſion of the ark, carried it to 
Aſhdod, and placed it near the image 
of their Dagon. But, next morn- 
ing Dagon was found upon the 
ground, having fallen down before 
the ark. The Phil; ines reared him 
up again ; but he was found next 
day, in the ſame manner, with this 
addition, his head and palms of his 
hands were broke off. And when 
this did not ſufficiently convince 
the Philiſtines, that they ought not 
to detain the ark; God ſmote all 
the inhabitants in that neighbour- 
hood with emrods, and deftroyed 
the fruits of the ground with ſwarms 
of mice. This prompted them ta 
move the ark to Gath ; but the af- 


flifting hand of God curſed i it both 


there, and to Ełron. So that their 
prieſts adviſed the ſending of it a- 
way out of their country, which 
was accordingly done in this man- 
ner: They put it in a cart drawn 
by two milch-kine, with a treſpaſs- 
offering to the God of Iſrael; and 
let the dumb creatures proceed 
which way they choſe. 

S. Where did God direct the 


Fine to reſt the ark? 


T. They went on directly to 
Bethſhemeſh, in the way to Juda, 
a city belonging to the Levites. The 
people of this city, being overjoyed 
at the arrival thereof, took it out, 
clave the wood of the cart, and ſa- 
crificed the kine for a burnt-offer- 
ing unto the Lord; but ſome of 
them, to the e of ſeventy, 
venturing to look into the ark, con- 
trary to the command ( Numb. iv. 
20) were ſtruck dead for their vain 
curioſity. 

S. Did the ark remain at Bethe 


hemeſo.? 


T. No: the inhabitants of this 
* > 
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city, being much terrified at the 
death of the ſeventy, ſent to the 
people of Kzrrjath-jearum, . and de- 
fired them to fetch it away. Which 
requeſt was done; and the ark was 
placed in the houſe of one Abina- 
dab, and was kept there at Kirjath- 
jearim, under the care of Abinadab's 
ſon, twenty years. 

S. Who was that Samuel that 
the 1/razlites eſteemed ſo much ? 

7. He was the ſon of one Ella- 
nab and Hannah, a Levite, of the 
family of Kohath, and of the city 
Ramat haim-Zophim, or the city of 
Ramatha, inhabited by the Zophai, 
or Zuph, one of the deſcendants of 
Kohath, and lying in the mountains 
of Ephraim between Bethel and 
Gibeab. = 

This Elkanah, Samuels father, 
had two wives, which was allowa- 
ble under the law ; one was named 
Peninnah, and the other Hannah or 
Anna. Peninnah bare him ſeveral 
children; but Hannah was barren, 
till God, after much affliction on 


her ſide, heard her prayer, and 


granted her this ſon Samuel, 

S. How did ſhe know that God 
ſent her this ſon ? 

T. As ſhe was in the tabernacle, 
pouring forth her ſoul unto the 
Lord, Eli, the High Prieſt, who 
heard her ſpeak pretty loud, think- 
ing that ſne had been overcome with 
ſtrong drink, rebuked her at firſt; 
but being informed by herſelf, of 
the cauſe of her ſorrow, and vowing 
that, if God would pleaſe to give 
her a ſon, ſhe would dedicate him 
a Nazarite from the womb, and 
to his ſervice, all his life; he bleſ- 


| ſed her, and obtained her petition 


from the Almighty : for being re- 
turned to Ramatha from Shilob, ſhe 


conceived, and brought forth a ſon, 
whom ſhe called Samuel. 
S. Did ſhe perform her vow ? 

T. Yes: for, as foon as he was 
grown to a proper age, ſhe brought 
Samuel, her ſon, to $hilob, and with 
an offering of three calves, three 
meaſures of lower, and three baths 
of wine, ſhe preſented him to the 
Lord, in the tabernacle. Then ſhe 
made him a linnen ephed, or ſur- 
plice, and a linnen coat, and left 
him to obey the directions of Eli, 
in the temple, ſo far as his age 
would allow. | ef 

S. How did Samuel behave in 
this ſtation ? 

T. Very well; inſomuch that, 
when the Lord was minded to pre- 


ad moniſh Eli of his ſons wickedneſs, 


his own neglect in puniſhing them, 
and his reſolution to viſit him, and 
his poſterity for the ſame; he called 
unto Samuel, and related his decree 
concerning the ſame. 

S. Did Samuel make it known 
to Eli? 55 i 

r 

S, What did Eli ſay ? 

T, It is the Lord, ſayed Eh, 
let him do what is pleaſing in his 
own eyes. And from this time, 
Samuel was eſteemed by IJſrael to 
be the choſen Prophet of the Lord, 
and whatever he declared, whether 


to Eli, or to the people, it always 


had its due effect; inſomuch that, 
upon the death of Eli, Samuel was 
acknowledged as Judge by all 7 


rael, and as Governor of the peoy 


le. | N 
S. Did the Hraelites chuſe him 
immediately upon the death of 
i | | 
7. It is moſt probable that they 
did, But the firſt account we have 
of 


15 


of him, after E's death, is upon 
the Phili/tines ſending home the ark, 

ſeven months after it had been in cheir 
poſſeſſion; when calling the people 
together at Nirjath- jearim, and hav- 
ing prevailed with them, upon this 
extraordinary event, to conſider the 


mercy of God towards them, and 


to turn from their idolatrous prac- 
tices to the worſhip of the true God; 
he exhorted them to arm themſelves, 
and appointed their rendezvous, at 
a place called Miſpab. about ſix 
leagues ſouth of Feruſalem. 

S. Did they meet him there? 

T. Ves: and Samuel taking the 
command upon him, prayed, and 
offered a ſucking lamb for their 
ſucceſs. 'And the people fafted and 
prayed, confeſſed their fins, and 
poured out a libation of water before 
the Lord. 

8. Was this done without the 
knowledge of the Philiſtines? 

7. The Philiſtines did hear of 
this aſſembly; came upon the //- 
raelites ſuddenly, and muſt have 


routed them intirely, had not God 
- viſibly declared for his people. 


S. In what manner? 
T. Samuel prayed unto the Lord, 


when the J/raelites were afraid; 
and God, as ſoon as the fight be- 


gan, fent a dreadful pea] of thun- 


der, which ſo amazed the Philiſtines, 


that they fled from the battle, and 
were purſued with great daughter, 
as far as Bethcar. 

§. What more advantages ac- 


crued to Iſrael, from this victory ? 


T. Samuel obliged the Phili/tines 
to reſtore all the cities taken from 
his people, from Ekron unto Gath : 
and he kept them in ſubjection to 
Ifraet, all the remainder of his go- 
en And in memory of this 


The HOLY B1BL E explained. 


ſignal victory, Samuel erected a mo- 
nument between Mixpeh and Shen, 
by the name of Zbenezer, i. e. The 
None of help. 

S, How did Samuel employ the 
remainder of his days, in the go- 
vernment of Vrael? | 

T. He gave himſelf intirely up 
to the peaceable adminiſtration of 
juſtice; and he took every year a 
circuit round his dominions, till 
age obliged him to depute his twe. , 
ſons, Feel and Abiah, to execute 
that office at Beerſhebah, in the fouth 
part of Canaan, 

S. How did they execute this 
truſt ? 

J. They became mercenary and 
corrupt judges. 

S. How did the Jfraelites bear 
with their avarice and injuſtice ? 

T. They juſtly complained there- 
of unto Samuel; but inſtead of leav- 
ing their redreſs to him, or to the 
Lord, they ꝓroceeded to direct Sa- 
muel, and demanded a King to be 
ſet over them. By which they at 
once forfeited Samuel's love and God's 
care : becauſe they deſired that the 
form of their government might be 
changed, 

S. What did Samuel do, on this 


coccaſion? 


T. He conſulted God. 

S. What ſaid the Lord? 

T. God anſwered : give the peo- 
ple what they aſk ; for, it is not 
you, but me, they have rejected, 
that I may not reign over them. 
But declare to them the many op- 
preſſions, they muſt expect from an 
arbitrary prince, who will make 
them and their children flaves, de- 
baſe them to the meaneſt. of 
deprive them of their liberty and 
property, load them with heavy 

axes, 
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taxes, and conſume them with con- 
tinual war, Cc. 

$, Did this remonſtrance abate 
their deſire of a king? | 

T. No: they were bent upon 
it ; and God tells Samuel he would 
give them one in a little time. 

S. Does it appear, Why they 
were ſo urgent and e for a 
King, at this time? 

T. The reaſon the neople make 
uſe of, is the male admini tration of 
Samuel ſons. But there is good 
reaſon to believe, that they were 
the more urgent on account of the 
invaſion of Nabaſh, the king of the 
Ammanites, at that time encamped 
before Fabe/h-Gilead, and threaten- 
ing immediate deſtruction to its in- 
habitants. Thus Samuel being old, 
his ſons become odious, and the e- 
nemy in their country; the 1/rael- 
ite demand a king, or an able 
leader, without enquiring of the 
Lord, as it was their duty to do; by 
which God was offended; _ 

S. Whom did God give them 
for a King? 

, © Saul the ſon of Kiſb, a ſhep- 
herd in G theab., of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, a bandſome youth, taller by 
the head and ſhoulders than any of 

the people. 
8. How was Saul known to be 
the man ? 
T. God had declared him to Sa- 
muel; and Saul being ſent to ſeek 
his father s ſhe-aſſes, that were ſtray- 
ed, went by the advice of his ſer- 
vant, and no doubt, by a divine 
impulſe, to enquire of the Prophet 


Samuel, at Ramah, concerning his 


40e. — At the very time of Saul's 
arrival, Samuel was going up to the 
High Place, to offer a ſolemn ſacri- 
fice with the chief of the people, 


SAUL is anointed the Firſt King of ISRAEL. 
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knew him to be God's: choice, 
ſhe w ed him all the reſpe that was 
due to his future character, and at 
length acquainted him with God's 


purpoſe, of making him the fitſt 
king of Iſrael. 


That night Saul was intreated | 
to lodge with the Prophet, who, 


next morning, anointed him pri- 
vately with oil, kiſſed him, and 
told him: By this unction the Lord 


conſecrates you this day to be the 


prince of his inheritance, and you 


(hall deliver his people from their 
enemies, 


S. Did Saul readily acquielce (o 


this declaration ? 

T. Saul anſwered him: Am I 
not of the tribe of Benjamin, which 
is the ſmalleſt in Iſrael? And is 
not my family, the leaſt in the 
whole tribe? Why therefore, do 
you ſpeak to me in this manner? 
But Samuel gave him theſe tokens 
of the. truth of his meſſage. As 


- ſoon, ſays he, as you ſhall have left 


me, two men ſhall meet and tell 
you, that your father's aſſes are 
found: three men ſhall meet you, 


at the oak of Tabor, going to wor- 
ſhip the Lord at Bethel; they will 


preſent you with three loaves: and 
when you ſhali come to Geba, or 
the hill of God, where is the ſtation 
or garriſon of the Philiſtines, you 
ſhall find a company of Prophets 
coming down from the High Place, 
with all ſorts of inſtruments of mu- 
fic. At the ſame time, the ſpirit of 
the Lord ſhall ſeize you, and you 
ſhall prophecy along with them, 


. and you ſhall be changed into ano- 


ther man. After all theſe ſigns ſhall 
have been given you, act as occaſion 
ſhall require, and the Lord ſhall be 
wich you. 


Sau] 
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Saul received all theſe tokens, 


and was not only confirm'd in his 


belief that God deſigned him for the 
king of Hrael, but he was really 
changed into another man. 


8. Did e ſacrifice on a high 


tes 


: 2 K 2. 8 we read FE he- did at Ra- 


mah, which is the firſt time ſuch a 
placeof worſhip is mention'd among 
the Fibres. 
that this inſtitution of Samuel gave 
riſe to the inſtitution of Synagogues 
and Proſeuchas in ſo many parts of 


3 he kingdom afterwards. 


F. Did Samuel Preſent Saul to 
the Iſraelites? 

Nor- 

S. How was Saul. FEY made 
known to be their king? 

T. Samuel called the people to- 
gether at Mizpeb, where, before 
the ark of the Lord, which was 
brought thither on this occaſion, 
having fignified the occaſion of their 
meeting was to chuſe a king, he 
propoſed to do it by lots; and firſt 
having caſt the lots upon the tribes, 
it fell upon Benjamin; and then 


upon the families of this tribe, it 


= upon the family of Matri or Mi- 
And then, being caſt for all 
. perſons of this family, it fell 
upon Saul, the fon of Kiſh, who 
appearing with much majeſty gain'd 
the affections of all the people, ex- 
cepting a few ſons of Belial. 
S. How did theſe ſons of Belial 
ſhew their diſlike of SauPs election? 
T. The firſt ſalutation, offered 
to a king in the Zaftern nations, 
was always attended with preſeats, 
which carried with them a ſign of 
peace-and friendſhip, of congratu- 
lation and joy, and of ſabjection 
and obedience ; and which ſome 


. as 


We Houy B1BL E explained. 


And it is thought 


perſons of rank and quality, de“ 
ſpiſing the meanneſs of Saul's family, 
refuſed to offer, according to the 
cuſtom of other nationès 

$8. Did Saul immediately enter 
upon the government: 

7. Ves: For the inhabitants of 
Jabeſb. Gilead, about fix miles from 
Pella, being reduced to the utmoſt 
extremity by a barbarous enemy 
Nahaſb, king of the Ammonites, who 
refuſed to capitulate on any other 
conditions than that each man 
ſhould have his right eye put out, 
which would render them uncapa- 
ble of ever revenging their cauſe 
thereafter ; Saul in the ſpace of ſe- 
ven days aſſembled 300,000 Hrae- 
lites, and 30, ooo of the tribe of 
8 at Bezek; and not only re- 

ie ved the city, but routed the ene- 
my fo,” that ſcarce two of them 
were to be found together. Our 
new warriour, fluſhed" with this 
ſucceſs,” enter'd the enemy's coun- 
try, laid it waſte, plunder'd the in- 
habitants, ſlew their king, and re- 
turn'd home rich with ſpoils, ſafe 
and victorious, as Foſephus adds. 

S, How was Saul received at his 


return from the war? 


T. With great joy and hens 
of gratitude ; inſomuch, that Sa- 
muel'could ſcarce reſtrain the peo- 
ple from taking vengeance on thoſe 
that ſhew'd a diſlike to Saul at his 
election. And Samuel tightly judg- 
ing that this would be a fit oppor- 
tunity for ſuch as had oppoſed Saul's 
election to come in and recopmze 
his title, appointed a general meet- 
ing at Gilgal, where the election was 
confirmed with great joy betwixt 
the king and people; and the meet- 
ing concluded with ſacrifices and 


thankſgiving to God. 
S. Did 


SAUL”s Victories, 
9. Dia not Sanz (hes ihe 
government to Saul alſo? 
7. Ves: And upon this occa- 
ſion he in a pathetic ſpeech vindi- 


cated his. own adminiſtration, re- 


minded the people of their great 


tranſgreſſims, ſet before them the 
bleſſings that would follow their o- 
bedience, and the judgements which 
would certainly attend their diſobe- 
dience to God ; and having again 
upbraided them for rejecting God's 
government, and requiring a ing, 
he gave them a ſign, by which they 
might know he had not faid this 
without the divine direction: God, 
ſays he, will immediately ſend a 
ſtorm of thunder and rain, which 
he did, tho' very unſeaſonable and 
unuſual in thoſe countries in the 
time of ꝛcheat- haruiſi, which was 
about the latter end of June. 

S. How did the people behave 
at that ſight? 

T. They were firuck with fear, 
eee their offence, and 
intreated Saul to intercede for them 
to the Lord. 

S. What did Saul with his great 
army? ial 

T. He diſbanded them all but 
3000, - Two thouſand, of which 
he kept for his own body-guard, 
and the other thouſand were to at- 
tend his ſon Jonathan. 

S. Had he no wars after this? 

T. Yes, many. For his fon Jo- 
nathan' having watch'd an opportu- 
nity. to cut off a garriſon of the 
Philiſtines i in Geba, the whole na- 


tion look'd upon itas a declaration 


of war, rais'd a powerful army of 


3000 chariots, 6000 horſe, and an 
almoſt innumerable army of foot, 
and encamped before Michmaſb, a- 
bout nine miles from Feruſalem, hav- 


ing Beth. aven or Bethel on the Eaff. 
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S. What did Sail do at this 
news? i 

T. He ETON the fuel 
to Tendevouz at Gilpal * But 2 
aſſembled very ſlowly, and th 
that did aſſemble were fo faint- 
hearted as to hide themſelves in 
rocks and caves, while others pro- 


vided for their ſafety by retiring 
beyond Jordan. Nay Saul himſelf 


could not help ſhewing | ſome tokens 
of fear. 

S. What was the cauſe of all 
this dread ? 


T. Samuels delay in coming to 


offer ſacrifices, and to bleſs them 


before they marched. 

S. What did Saul do on this 95 
caſion? 

T. Sau! find] ing himſelf _" 
hard by the Philiſtines, and almoſt 
entirely abandon'd by his own. ſol- 
diers, and having waited the pro- 
phet's coming for ſix days, he on 
the ſeventh day had the victims 
brought to him, and offered a 
burnt-ſacrifice, 

S. Did not Samuc! come at laſt? 

T. Yes, when Saul had juſt fi- 
niſhed the offering, Samuel came a- 
greeable to his promiſe, within ſe- 
ven days; and told Saul that he 
had committed a piece of folly, 
that God upon that account would 
cut his reign ſhort, and raĩſe up an- 
other king that ſhould obey his 


commands. 


S. Did Saul march againſt the 


enemy? 


T. Ves; Samuel went to Gibeah, | 


and Saul followed him with no 
more than about fix hundred men, 
badly provided with weapons: Yet 
it was with this handful of men 
that Saul tought the Phuliflines and 
beat them, 


S. 
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S. In * manner? 

T. The main body of the Phi 
4 ines continued at Michmaſb; but 

they frequently ſallied out in par- 
ties, and ravaged the country with- 
out oppoſition, — Tn this ſtate of ſe- 
curity, Jonathan with his armour - 
bearer only, and without orders, 
having aſcended a /eep rock, where 
the enemy leaſt of all expected an 
attack, advanced to the out-guards 
of the enemy early in the morning, 
fell upon them, killed ſome, and 


put the reſt in ſuch confuſion, that 


miſtruſting friends for foes they de- 
ſtroyed one another. In the mean 
time Saul getting intelligence of 
this conſternation, attacks them 
with ſuch fury, that he totally 
xouted and defeated them. 


Red? 
„T. Yes: But by means of a raſb 
dot, made by Saul, many of them 
eſcaped. 

S. What was the vow ? 

T. Saul ordered it to be pro- 


claimed, that none, under pain of 


atatb, ſhould eat any thing till 
night, that the ſlaughter and pur- 
ſuit of the enemy might not be re- 
| farded, But this had a very bad 
effect; for firſt, the people grew 
faint in the purſuit, which defeated 
his own purpoſe, and ſo the Phi- 
_ tflines eſcaped into their own coun- 
try; and then it had like to have 
involved Jonathan in the puniſh- 
ment; for he knowing nothing of 
it, did eat ſome honey, and had 
fallen a facrifice to his father's raſh 
voto, had not the people interpoſed, 
and delivered him out of his hands. 

S. How did Saul rule after this 
. 

T. With a higher hand, and re- 


Dr Ho y B181.» explained. 


S. Did Saul purſue them that 


pulſed his enemies with | great "coal 
cls. © 
S. What family had he? 

T. He married Alimoam, the 
daughter of . Ahimaaz, by whom 
he had three ſons, Foſbua, Ibu 
and Melchiſua; and two daugh- 
ters, Michael and Merab. And 
he made Abner, his couſin- german, 
general of his forces. 

S. Whom did he war with next? 

T. With the Amaletitet. 

S. On what account? 

T. God appointed him by his pro- 
phet Samuel to put in execution a 
ſentence, which many years before 
he had decreed againſt them for op- 
poſing the [ſraelites in their paſſage 
out of Eg 

8. How far did Saul's commiſ- 
ſion reach ? 

T. To deftroy utterly both the 
men, women, children and cattle; 

4 Did Saul execute it punctu- 
aliy? 

7. No: He ſaved their King A. 
gag, and the beſt of their cattle à- 
live, under a pretence of devotion, 
to have them offered unto God in 
ſacrifice. 

S. What did e 45 to this 
diſobedience? 

T. He told him that God bad 
repented the making him a king; 
and that it was his immoveable pur- 
poſe to alienate the kingdom from 
his family.— Behold, ſays he, to 
obey is better than ſacrifice ; and to 
hearken, than the fat of rams, which 
is a ſtanding caution to forbear acts 
of ſuperarogation, and not to in- 
troduce human inventions into the 
worſhip of God, in contradiQtion 
to God's commandments. 

S. What became of king Hoag®- 

T. Samuel having rebuked Saud, 

x and 


Davids anointed King, and kills Gol 1an, 1 92 


and ſet before him the heinouſneſs 
of his crime, ordered Agag to be 
brought forth ; and, in the preſence 
of them all; the reverend prophet, 


without any ceremony, fell upon 
him and ſlew him; ſaying to gag, 


As thy ſiuord has made women child- 
leſs, ſo: ſhall thy mother be any 
among women. 

S. Was Samuel reconciled to 
Sau 
7. No: God had decreed, and 
his prophet could not reverſe it. 
Therefore, after Samuel had hewn 


Agag to pieces, he withdrew to 


Kamab, and never more ſaw king 
1 he continually bewail'd 
im. 

S. How long did Samuel bewail 
Saul? 
7. About two years: When God 
bid him ceaſe, and go to Bethlebem, 
and to anoint David the ſon of 
Jeſſe to be king inſtead of Saul. 

S. Did Samuel obey his com- 
mand? 
T. At firſt he ſeem'd to wave it, 
leſt Sau! ſhould ſeize him as a tray- 
tor, and put him to death ; but 
God encouraged him, and gave 
him ſuch directions for his own 
ſafety, that he at length went and 
anointed him privately in his fa- 
ther's houſe, 

S. Was David ſenſible of the 
power thereby conferred upon him ? 


T. Yes: For at that very time. 


the ſpirit of the Lord departed from 
Saul, and reſted upon David. 

S. How was this change per- 
ceived ? 

T. David became endued with a 
ſpirit of wiſdom, prudence and cou- 
rage : But Saul not only declined 
every day more and more in the 
favour of God, but an unhappy turn 
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of mind grew upon him, which at 
laſt ſettled in a confirmed melan- 
choly, attended with violent pertur- 
bations, and ſometimes with a di- 
rect phrenſey. 

S. Was Saul eien mich 
God's choice of David to ſucceed 
him in the Kingdom ? 

T. It does not appear that he 


was: For, being perſuaded that 


muſick would be the beſt medicine 
for his diforder, David, who was 
famous for his ſkill on the harp, 
was ſent for, and was ſo much in 


the favour of Saul, as to be made 


one of his armeur-bearers. 

S. Did David cure Saul? 

T. In ſome meaſure he quieted 
his diſturbed ſpirit 3; then left his 


court, and return'd to his on 


houſe. 


S. Did the Philiſtines never at- 


tempt to revenge their laſt defeat? 

7. Ves: For, having recruited 
their forces, they entered the domi- 
nions of Saul, and encamped on 
the mountain that laid on one ſide 
of the valley of Elah, between Suc- 
coth and Azekah, about four leagues 
from Feruſalem. 

S. Did Saul march againſt them? 

T. Yes; and encamped on a 
mountain on the other ſide of the 
ſaid valley. 

S. Did theſe two armies engage? 

T. No: For the Philiſtines, re- 
lying on the ſtrength and proweſs 


of Goliah, the giant of Gath, of- 


fered to decide their fate by. fingle 
combat: Wherefore Goliah, a man 


of ten feet high, and furniſhed 


with arins and armour in propor- 
tion, was ſent to bravado the % 
raelites; which he did for forty days 


ſucceſſively, challenging any one of 


the Iſraeliten to encounter him. 
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S. Is there any inſtance of ſuch 
W in other hiſtories? 

T. Strabo makes mention of this 
market of deciding enmities among 
the Greeks: And Æneas appeals to 
the Latins, whether it were not 
highly juſt and equitable, that he 
and Turnss ſhould determine the 
controverſy berween them 1 in this 
manner. 

S. Was there found! an en 
that accepted of Goliah's challenge? 
F. The Hraelites were much per- 
plexed for a long time: And Saul 
promiſed great riches, honours, and 
his own daughter in marriage to 
the man that ſhould encounter and 
kill that giant. But there was 
none found til} David, on whom 
the ſpirit of the Lord refted, came 
into the camp with provition for 
his brethren; and, hearing there- 
of, accepted the challenge. 

S. Was David to compare with 
Goliah in ſtature and ſtrength? 

7. No: David was but a ſtrip- 
ling, a raw youth. 

S. How came Saul to riſque the 
fate of his crown, and the liberty 
of his people upon the iſſue of Da- 
vids propoſal ? 

T. David, who, no doubt, was 
prompted by a divine impulſe, ex- 
plained himſelf in ſuch a manner, 
by relating his own exploits in kil- 
ling a lion and a bear with his naked 
hands, and by other tokens of his 
extraordinary abilities, that Saul be- 
heved him capable of undertaking 
ſo great a work, and gave him 
leave to accept the challenge. 

S. In what manner was David 
equipped for this combat? 

T. Saul would have had his own 
" armour put upon bim; but David, 
who put no truit on the arm of 
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fleſh, but in the power of a gra- 
cious and invincible God alone, re- 
fuſed it; and, taking only five 
ſmooth flones, a ſling; and his ſtaff, 
he deſcended into the plain; and, 
being proclaim'd the hero of Iirael, 
he advanced towards Galiab, who 
was defying the armies of he live 
ing God. 


S. How did the n of be 


Pbiliſtines receive him? 

T. With contempt and n. 
Curſed him by his God's Dagon 
and Aſhteroth, and vow!'d to cut 
him in pieces, the moment he came 
at him, 


ſentment ? 

T. He ſaid to Geliah : Thou art 
armed like a man of war; but T 
come againſt thee in the name of 
the Lord of Hoſts, the God of the 
armies of 7/rael, whom thou haſt 
defied, and who will deliver thine 
head, and the carcafles of the Phi- 


1 ifines, to me and to Iſrael, that it 


may be known that the Lord faveth 
not with ſword and ſpear. 

S. How was (Gohah armed? 

T. He had an helmet of braſs up- 
on his head, a coat of mail of the 
ſame metal, weighing five thou- 
ſand ſhekels ; braſs greaves, and 
a braſs target between his ſhoulders, 
Belides theſe he brandiſhed in his 
hand a Jpeer, whoſe ſtaff was like a 
weaver's beam, and its head weigh- 
ed fix hundred ſhekels of iron: 
Moreover he had a ſword, and one 
bearing a ſhield went before him, 

S. Was David able to ſtand be- 
fore this armed giant ; 

T. When David found Goliab 
advance to attack him, he alſo ad- 
vanced with haſte; and, having 
charged his fling with a fone, be 

| let 
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let it fly at him with ſuch force and 


direction, that the ſtone penetra- 


ted his forehead, and ſunk quite 


into his brains, ſo that the Philiſ- 
tine giant fell flat on his face. 


Then David ran upon him, drew 
Goliah's ſword, cut off his head, 
and brought it away in triumph. 
$. Did the Philiſtines ſubmit, as 
they had promiſed ? 
T. No: they no ſooner ſaw their 
champion ſlain, than they fled from 
their encampment. But the men 
of Hrael, and of Judah aroſe and 


ſhouted and purſued them with a 


very great {laughter as far as the 


gates of Efron; and then return- 


ing they ſpoiled their tents. 


S. Did Saul reward David, ac- | 


cording to his promiſe ? 

T. Saul perceiving that the ſpi- 
rit of God was upon David, to en- 
able him to do this mighty act; 
and recollecting that God had de- 
clared his reſolution to rent the 
kingdom from him, and to give it 
to one of his neighbours, conceiv- 
ed a great jealouſy of David, as of 
the very perſon, whom the Lord 
had choſen to be his ſucceſſor: and 
though he could not deny him ſome 
tokens of diſtinction; yet he not 
only delayed giving him his daugh- 
ter in marriage, but when all things 
were ready for the ceremony, ſhe 
was given to Adriel, the Mehola- 


thite, to wiſe. It is true, Saul took 


Dauid home with him, but it was 
rather to watch him, or to ſet a 
guard over him. And though he 
employed him in ſeveral expediti- 
ons againſt his enemies, they were 
calculated for his ruin and deſtruc- 
tion. Till at laſt, not being able 
to ſmother his envy and jealouſy 
any longer, Saul attempted twice 
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to kill David in his palace, by 
caſting a javelin at him, as 
he was playing on the harp. But 
God was with David, and protect- 
15 him from ſo treacherous a de- 
ign. 

8. How did the people behays 
to David? 

7. Not only all the people, but 
the greateſt part of the courtiers, 
took all opportunities to ſhew their 
eſteem of him; and even 7ong- 
than, Saul's ſon, ſolemnly entered 
into mutual friendſhip with him, 
and did what lay in his power to 


diſtinguiſh him as his brother: 


S. I have read that David was 
ſon-in-law to Saul. 

T. Ves: ſo you might; but it 
was not till Saul had done him this 
diſhonour, in giving his eldeſt 
daughter Merab, contrary to pro+ 
miſe, from him; and not even then 
till he was in a manner compelled 
to it. For, Michal, Saul's ſecond 
daughter, had fallen in love with 


David. To pleaſe his child, Saul 


conſented to the match. But, in 
this agreement alſo, Saul laid a 
ſcheme to ruin David, requiring; 
that David ſhould firſt bring him 
a hundred foreſkins of the Philiſg 
tines; hoping that David would 
fall by the hands of the Philiſtines, 


in ſuch an attempt. Nevertheleſs, 


David agreed, and taking a thou- 
ſand men, which were under his 
command, he made an incurſion 
upon the Philiſtines, and flew, teues 
hundred of them, whoſe foreſtins 
he brought, and told them out be- 
fore Saul. So that Saul could no 
longer detain his daughter Michal 


from his embraces; though he en- 


tertained many other ſchemes t 
take away his life. „ 
O 2 | S. What 
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S. What ſchemes? 
T. Not long after this marriage, 
Saul reſolved to engage his whole 
family in the deſtruction of inno- 
cent Dap#d. He poſitively com- 
mand Vonathan, and all his cour- 
Tiers to kill David. But 4 
not only abhorred the crime, ex- 


poſtulated the matter with his fa- 


ther, gave David notice of his 
great danger; but at laſt brought 
about a ſeeming reconciliation of 
Saul to David. 

S. How long did this reconcilia- 
tion ſubſiſt ? I” 


T. But a very ſhort time; for 


the next opportunity be had of in- 
creaſing his fame, by his ſucceſs a- 
gainſt the Philiſtines, revived Saul's 
jealouſy, and threw him into ſuch 
a fit of madneſs, that notwith- 
ſtanding David was endeavouring 
by his melodious harp to quiet his 
diſturbed ſpirit, as he had done at 
other times, Saul had pinned him 
to the wall, by caſting his javelin 
at him again, had not David diſ- 
covered his intention, and nimbly 
declined the weapon. 

S. Did David withdraw? 

T. He retired to his own houſe 
that night; but Saul ſent his guards 
to watch him, and to kill him, as 

he came out in the morning. 
S. Did Saul's meſſengers com- 
plete their wicked errand? 

T. No: Michal, David's wife, 
being informed of it, contrived his 
8 

S. Where did David fly to? 

T. To the prophet Samuel, at 
Ramah, who, for his better ſecu- 
rity, carried him to Najoth, the 
college of the prophets, in, or near 
that city, which college had ob- 
taiged the privilege of a ſanctuary, 


S. J have not heard of any col- 
lege of the prophets before? 
T. You mean not before Samu- 
els days: I grant it; and their in- 
ſtitution may, with the greateſt 
probability, be fixed on him, who 
obſerving the ſad - degeneracy of 
the prieſthood, founded colleges for 
the better education of thoſe, that 
were to ſucceed in the facred mi- 
niſtry, whether prophets or pree/ts. 
Theſe colleges were firſt erected 

in the cities of the Levites, where 
the prophets lived in communities 
under the direction of a head or pre- 
ſident of ſome diſtinguiſhed note, 
and it may be by divine election. 
Hence they ſtudied the law, and 
its interpretation, qualified them- 
ſelves by previous exerciſes, for 
the reception of the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy, ſhould it pleaſe God to ſend 
it upon them; were inſtructed in 
the facred art of Pſalmody, or in 
propheſying with harps, with pſal- 


teries, and cymbals : and hence it 


was, that meſſengers were gene- 
rally choſen, when any bleſſings 
were to be promiſed, judgments 
denounced, or extraordinary events 


predicted ; conſequently, theſe col- 


leges, were ſeminaries of divine 
knowledge, and nurſeries of that 
race of prophets, which ſucceeded 
from Samuel to Malachi. | 
S. Did Saul purſue David? 
'T. Yes: for being informed of 
David's retirement, he without a- 
ny regard to the ſacred Aſylum, not 
only ſent his ſoldiers, but went in 
perſon to take him out. But God 
delivered him at this time alſo out 


of their hands, by diverting them 


from their purpoſe, and at the fight 
of the prophets ſinging hymns and 
ſpiritual ſongs, compelling them 

by 
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by a divine impulſe, to join in the 
ſacred choir; till at laſt, Saul like 


a man diſtracted, ftripped himſelf 


of his upper garments, and, as it 
were in an extaſy, lay almoſt naked 


on the ground, all that day, and the 
next night, and ſo gave David an 
opportunity to eſcape. 


S. Where did David eſcape to? 
FT. He, in the firſt place paid a 
viſit to Jonathan at Gibeab, who 


had not heard of this freſh inſtance 


of -his father's jealouſy and mad- 


neſs. Here having expoſtulated 
with him of his father's unkind- 
neſs, received aſſurances of his good 


offices, and of early intelligence of 


any deſigns againſt him, and having 


renewed their covenant of mutual 
friendſhip; it was agreed, that Da- 
vid ſhould conceal himſelf a day or 


two, until Jonathan could learn, 
whether it was proper for him to 


appear again at court or no; of 


which Jonathan promiſed to give 
him notice by ſhooting ſome ar- 


rows in a particular manner. 


S. How long did Saul ſtay at 


 Ramab?  ' 


T. No longer than that he re- 
covered out of his extaſy, which 
was a day and a night. | 
F. What did Sau after this? 
T. He returned home at pre- 
ſent to celebrate the feaſt of the 
new moon, which laſted two days ; 


Where concealing his late expedi- 


tion againſt the life of David, and 


_ perceiving that his ſeat at table was 


empty, during the whole feaſt, he 


in a ſcornful way, enquired of Jo- 
nathan, what was. become of the 
ſon of Feſſe. 


Jonathan took his 
abſence upon himſelf, and ſaid, 


that he had given him leave to go 
to an anniverſary feaſt of his family 
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ſacerdotal town, where the taber- 


at Bethlehem, Saul fell into a paſ- 
ſion with his ſon, upbraided him 
with his friendſhip for David; told 
him that it would prove fatal to 
himſelf, and injurious to his ſuc- 
ceſſion, and inſiſted upon his being 
immediately produced, that he 
might put him to death. And 
when Jonathan endeavour. to aſ- 
ſwage his father's fury, Saul threw 
a javelin at his ſon with an intent 
to kill him alſo. 

S. Did the javelin hurt Jona- 
than? 

T. No: he avoided the blow 
and retired. 

S. Did he inform David of his 
father's deſign ? , 

T. Ves: and adviſed him to eſ- 
cape to ſome place of ſafety. 

S. What did David on this oc- 

caſion? e 

T. At Fonathan's requeſt, he 
not only renewed their perſonal co- 
venant of friendſhip, but alſo en- 
tered into a family-covenant for 
their poſterity. 

S. Did David never come to 
court after this ? 

T. No. 

S. Where did he flee unto? 
T. His firſt trip was to Nob, a 


nacle at that time ſtood, and Abi- 
milech, the high- prieſt reſided, and 
about four leagues from Gibeab. 

S. What did he at Nob? 

T. Under a pretence of ſecret bu- 
ſineſs from the king, and the neceſ- 
ſary diſpatch therein, he apologized 
to the high-prieſt for his coming 
unattended, unarmed, and unpro- 
vided with neceflary proviſions, and 
obtained of him Goliab's ſword, 
which had been depoſited in the 
ark, and ſome ſbeto-bread for his 

O 3 refreſh- 


| here ? 
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refreſhment in his intended jour- 


ney, oh which he proceeded wien 


out delay. 

S. What ſaid Saul to Abimelech's 
civility to David? 

T. Being informed thereof by 
Doeg his chief huntſman, who 


happened to be there at that time, 
| _ fent for Abimelech, and the 


her prieſts, and, aceuling them 


of: a conſpiracy and tralterous prac- 


tices againſt him, commanded them 
to be put to death; which unjuſt 
ſentence was executed by the ſaid 


. informer Doeg. To this injuſtice 


he added, the inhuman maſſacre of 
man, woman, child, and of every 
living thing, belonging to them; 
which was ſo punctually fulfilled, 

that none but Abiatbhar, the fon of 


| Abimelech, eſcaped, to carry the 


diſmal tidings thereof to David. 


S. Where did he ee to 


next? | 

5 Gath, a city of the Phi- 
liftines. 

S. Did not the Phils 2 ſein 
him ? 

T. Finding himſelf "diſcovered, 
he counterfeited madneſs, and an 
epilepſy ſo artfully, that he evaded 

e information given againſt him 
to the king of Gath, and eſcaped 
to the rock Aduliam, in which was 
z cave, naturally ſtrong, and well 
fortified, in the tribe of Judah, 
and about ten miles from E leuthe- 
ropolts eaſtward. 

S. What did David at Adullam ? 

T. He aſſembled his brethren 
and relations, and as many more 
as made up four-hundred men in 
Arms. 

9. Did they entrench themſelves 


4 No : David for their greater 


ſecurity, marched with his parents, 
Sc. fought the protection of the 
king of Moab, then Saul's enemy. 
But the prophet Gad, who accom- 
panied David in his baniſhment, 
perſuaded him to tutn back into 
Judah where being encamped in 
the forreſt of Hareth weſtward of 
Jeruſalem, and being told, that the 
Philiſtines fought againſt Keilah, 

a city of Judah, he enquired of the 
Lord by the prophet Gad, march- 
ed to its relief, drove them into 
their own- country with a great 
ſlaughter, and returned with ſome 
of their cattle. And here he re- 
ceived the diſmal tidings of the 
maſſacre at Nob, and theUrim and 


*Thummim, and other poirtifical or- 


naments, which Abiathar brought 
with him on that ſad- occaſion. 
8. What became of Abrathar ? 

T. David gave him aſſurances 
of his protection, kept him in his 
camp, and appointed him to ſuc- 
ceed his father in the ofßce of high 
prieſt. b 
$. Did not David's ablief of 
Keilah reconcile him to Saul? 

7. No: But, on the contrary, 
Saul delighted himſelf with the 
thoughts that he had now got 
him within a town, where he could 
ſeize him, and put him to death: 
which he propoſed to do, under a 
pretence of marching againſt the 
Philiflines, to puniſn them for 
their late attack of Teilaz. 

S. Did David ſtay at Kerlah till 
Saul encompaſſed itᷣh , + 

T. No: David being informed 
of Saul's deſign, enquired of the 
Lord by Urim and T hummim,' con- 
cerning the fidelity of the men of 
Keilah; who anſwered, that they 
world deliver David up. 7o the will 


f 
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Upon which David and 
22 . now encreaſed to about 
600, withdrew from thence ; and 
after ſeveral, encampments, Saul 
heard that he was in the wilderneſs 
of - Ziph, about eight miles eaſt 
from Hebron, encampedin a wood, 
S. Did Saul march to Keilab, 
or againſt the Philiſtines? 
| T. Neither: for as ſoon as he re- 
ceived intelligence of David's de- 
parture from thence, he halted, 
till he could learn the exact rout 
he ſhould take to purſue him. 
Thus being informed that David 


was encamped in a wood in the 


wilderneſs of Ziph, he, accompa- 
nied with his ſon Jonathan, march- 
ed in purſuit of him. 

S. Did they come up with David? 

T. God ſo directed the heart of 
Jonathan, that he found means to 
give David a meeting by night ; 
and having given him all the com- 
fort and encouragement; he could, 
alluring him, that his father's ma- 
lice would never reach him, and 
that he ſtill hoped to ſee him 4:ng 
of Iſrael, and himſelf his /econd, 
he renewed. their covenant of 
friendſhip, departed in mutual em- 
braces, and, being returned to his 
father's camp, ordered matters ſo, 
that Soul went to Gzibeah with 
Jonathan, and gave over all hopes 
of finding David, till the Zephites 
followed him with freſh intelli- 
gence, and undertook to betray 
him into his hands; provided er 
were properly ſupported. |. 

S. Did the Zephites betray David? 

T. No: as ſoon as he difcoyer- 
ed their treachery, he retired into 
the inner part of the deſart of Ma- 
on. Which, when Saul under- 
ſtood, he purſued him, and over- 
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took him on a craggy rock; and 
being much more numerous, would 
certainly have encompaſſed and 
taken him and all his men, had 
not God's ſpecial providence in- 
tervened, and called Saul away to 
oppoſe the Phil; i/tines, which God 
ſent in that inſtant to invade his 


country. 


S. What is the name of that 
rock where David had like to have 
been taken? 

T. It was called by Dauia and 
his men Sela-hammablecuth, the 
rock of deltverance. 

S. Did David continue "I p 
T. No: he marched to, and 
encamped amongſt the rocks and 
caves near Engedi, now called An- 
quedi, not far from the plains of 
Jericho, upon the weſtern coaſts 
of the Salt or Dead-ſea. 

S. Did Saul beat the Philiſtines ? 

T. Ves: and then with three- 
thouſand choice men, he renewed 
his purſuit of David ? 

S. What ſucceſs had Saul in 
this purſuit ? 

T. David had hid bimfelf nnd 


his men in the caves and craggy 


rocks. And when Saul was come 
to the place, God ſo ordered it, 
that while Sau! was in ſearch fer 
David, he had a call to eaſe na- 
ture, and went into the very cave 
where David and ſome of his men 


were concealed. David's men - 


urged him to kill Saul, as God 
had put him into his hands. But 
David rejected the action with 


abhorrence, and contented him- 


ſelf with coming up ſoftly behind 


him, and cutting off the ſkirt 5 
his upper garment. 
S. Did Saul know aN | 
J. Not till David followed him 
O04 at 
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at ſome diſtance, called to him, 

ſhewed him the ſkirt, and declared 

his own innocence and ſubmiſſion, 
$. How did Saul behave ? 

T. His heart relented; he, 
with the outmoſt compunction, ac- 
knowledged his guilt in perſecu- 
ting the juſt ; and being now aſſu- 
red that God had deſigned David 
to be his ſucceſſor, requeſted him 
not to deſtroy his family. Which 

David having promiſed, Saul re- 
turned home. 

S. Did David return again to 
his father's court? 

7. No: he would not truſt to 
fair words 
rocks and caves near En-ged:. 
K. Did not Samuel: interpoſe 
with Saul in favour of David? 
T. It does not appear that he 
did. And Samuel much about the 
the time of Saul's departure back 
from En- gedi died, in the 98th 
year of his age at Ramah, where 
alſo he was buried in great ſolem- 
nity, and with the general lamen- 
tation of the people. 

S. How hag, did David conti- 
nue at En- gedi? 


T. He moved from ha. and - 


retired further into the wilderneſs 
of Paran, and encamped not far 
from Maon, during the mourning 
for Samuel. 

S. Was David permitted to reſt 
here? 

T. David, for ſome time, en- 
joyed the comforts of peace: but 
being ſtreightened for proviſions, 
he, when intreaties would not do, 
made uſe of threats, ſo far as to 
vow. deſtruction to one Nabal, 
who being drunk at the feaſt of 
ſheep-fbeering, received his meſ- 
ſengers rudely, and ſent them a- 
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: but remained in the 


way empty; which vow, tho” it 
was turned quickly by an hand- 
ſome preſent, and the moving ad- 
dreſs of his beautiful wife Abigail, 
frightened Nabal to death, and fo 
terrified the neighbouring Ziphites, 
that by remonſtrating the danger 
they were in from David's free- 
booters, and Saul's own inclina- 
tion to deſtroy him, found him 
eaſily diſpoſed to break: his pro- 
miſe : and accordingly, contrary 
to all proteſtations, he marched a- 
gain againſt David with three 
thouſand men. 

S. How did Soul ſuccced?* 

T. David having notice where 
he was, went firft himſelf to re- 
connoitre his camp; then he took 


his couſin Abiſbai, and found Sau! 


with his general Abner, and all 
his hoſt, faſt a ſleep. David pre- 
vented Abiſhai s killing Saul, and 
only took his ſpear, and a craſe of 
water that ſtood by his bed. Then 
waking Abner, he ſhewed him 
what he had carried off; 'and up- 
braided him for his neglect in the 
gd roar, of the king's perſon. 
S. Did Saul hear of this? | 
T. Yes: for, while David cal- 
led aloud to Abner, and upbraided 
him, Saul knowing his voice, 
came out; and applauding Da- 
vid's generoſity, confefled his guilt, 
and promiſed never more to make 
any attempts upon his life. 

S. Did David believe him ? 

T., No: and therefore having 
obtained leave of Aebiſb king of 
Gath, he retired with his men, 


firſt to that city, and aſterwards to 


Ziglab, which city king Achih 
gave to David and his ſucceſſors ; 
and here he was joined by ſeveral 
of Saul's beſt foldiers and officers. 


S, What 


Saur confults te Witch of Ex DR, and is killed. 20 


S. What did David now while 


he quarted at Ziglah ? 


7. He made ſeveral excurſions 
againſt the Amalekites, which ha- 
ving eſcaped the ſword of Saul, 
werereturned, and were repeopling 
their former Vabltalions'; and a- 
gainſt other heathen nations, whom 
God had ordered to be extirpated : 


in which expeditions he gave no 


quarter, but killed all, that none 
might carry br maden of his 
proceedings to the people where 
he now was protected, they being 
perſuaded that he was barrafſing 
his own countrymen. © 
1285 ow did 510 efferm Da- 
5 * 

oy He eſteemed Kink fo highly, 
that he propoſed taking him along 
with himſelf to the war, which 
the Philiſtines had at this time de- 


TClared againſt Saul. But this pro- 
poſal was over- ruled by ſome of 


the chief Philiſtines. who doubted 
of David's integrity towards them 


in the day of battle. 


S. What ſaid David? 

7. He ſeemed willing to oblige 
the king, and marched with all 
his forces from Ziglab, and would 
ſcarce be perſuaded to return. 
However, he was £i2d of the ob- 
JE 
S. Did David return to 215 
a 
Nee and in the why was 
Joined with ſeveral of the tribe of 


Manaſſehb; Gad and Benjamin had 


Joined him before. But upon his 
approach to Ziglab, he found that 
the Amaleiites had taken the ad- 
vantage of their abſence, and 
burnt and pillaged the town, and 
carried away his wives, and all 
the yore therein, 


4 4 


S. What ' ſaid his foldiers to 
this! ? 

T. They mutiny'd and him, 
as if he had been the occaſion of 
it. However, they were per- 
ſuaded to purſue the enemy im- 
mediately, and coming up with 
them, fell upon them, cut them 
to pieces, and recovered all the 
perſons and the booty, and ſeve- 
ral other rich ſpoils taken from 
other people in their expedition. 

S. What did Dei un theſe 
ſpoils ? 


T. He ids preſents to thoſe / 


of his own tribe, and to the inha- 
bitants of Berbel in the tribe of 
Ephruim, who had ſheltered and 
ſupported him, and could ſerve 
him in caſe there ſhould be a va- 
cancy on the throne. | 

S. Did the Philiſtines march a- 
gainſt Saul? 

7. Yes : they marched with a 
very numerous army, and encamp- 
ed at Shunem, a City on the bor- 
ders of Iachar, about five miles 
ſouth of mount Hermon. 

S. Where did Saul encamp ? 

T. On mount G1boa, which 
was aridge of mountains, ſix miles 
diſtant from Scythepolrs, anciently 
called Beth-ſhan, But he was diſ- 
couraged at the ſight of his ene- 
mies. Beſides, the Urim and 
Thummim being gone, and God 
refuſing to anfever him, he goes 
by nicht, and in diſguiſe, with 
two ſervants only, to Ender, about 
three leagues from his camp, to 
conſult a noted witch or ſorcereſs, 
concerning his ſucceſs. 

S. What was his requeſt to this 
witch? 

T. He deſired ſhe would raiſe 
up the ghet of Samuel. Is it not 

25 amazing, 
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am that he thought he 
could fo diſguiſe himſelf, as not 


to be known by that witch ; and 
yet that he could think ſhe was a- 


ble to foretel future events, or 
to raiſe, the ghoſt of one dead? 
But theſe are the infatuations into 
which wiſe men fall, when God 
leaves them to e | 

S. Did ſhe raiſe the gh, ft of Sa- 
mel? 

T. A. ſbectre did appear by her 
enchantments, and God's permiſſion, 
that diſcovered Saul to the woman; 
and, at the fight of which, Saul 
bowed. his head to the ground: but 
whether it was Samuel's real ghoſt, 
or ſome evil ſpirit, I will not pre: 
tend to determine. 

S. What did the apparition ſay : ? 

T. It anſwered. Saul, that God 
had taken the kingdom from his 
family, and given it to David, for 
his diſobedience, in not deſtroying 
the Amalebites: and that the next 
day the Phil. Hines ſhould rout his 
army, and that both he and his ſons 
ſhould fall in the battle. 

S. How did Saul receive this 
anſwer ? | 

7. He fainted away :. but, after 
he recovered and was refreſhed, he 
journeyed all night, and arrived i in 
his camp early in the morning. 
S. Did the Philiſtines attack him, 
as foretold? 

7. Yes: and made the [/raelites 
| give way however they maintain- 
ed a running fight, till they could 
recover the ground of mount Gz- 


lea, from whence they had advanced 


to meet the Phili 2 here 1 
attempted to rally again, but to no 
purpoſe. Saul lived to ſee his ſons 
Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malebiſe 
hua, killed on the ſpot, and his 
whole army in, the utmoſt. confu- 
ſion; and at laſt, the ſmall party, 
that remained about him, being 
broken entirely, preſſed fore by the 
enemies archers, and ſo weakened 
by his wounds, and loſs of blood, 
that he could defend himſelf no 
longer, he fell upon his own ſword, 
and ſo died, rather than he would 
fall indo (the hands of a barbarous 
and inſulting enemy. His example 
was followed by Doeg, his armour- 
bearer, who put an end to his own 
life, by the ſame ſword, and in the 
ſame manner, 

S. What became of the bodies 
of Saul and his ſons? + . 

T. The Philiftines,, next day, 


6nding them among the ſlain, . cut 


off their heads, which they fixed up 
in the temple of Dagon ; hung their 
bodies on gibbets againſt the, walls 


of Bethſban; and ſent their armour 


to the temple of 4/bteroth, as trophies 
of victory. 

S. How long did their bodies 
hang at Bethſhan 2 

T. Not long: for the inbabi⸗ 
tants of Jabeſt Gilead, remember- 
ing the ſervices Saul had done them, 
ſent a party of ſoldiers by night, 
who took them down, brought 
them to Jabeſb, burnt their fleſh to 
aſhes, and buried their bones under 
a tree, or in a er near to their 
own. ys | 
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Of the Succeſſion in Iſrael, after the Death of Saut. Davip 
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is choſen King of Judah; and I$HBOSHETH, King of Iſrael. 
Of the Wars between. theſe iu Kings. The Dealb o, IsHRO- 
SHETH; and Davip's Election by all the Tribes of Iſrael. A 
-» Deſcription of Jeruſalem, taken, and made the Metropolis of 


on. 4 


His Kingdom, by David. His Wars with the Philiſtines, Am- 
monites, and their Allies. His Adultery, and Murder of U- 


riah. His Marriage with BaTHSHEBA. How puniſhed for his 
Sin. The Death of his Son AMNON, and the Rebellion of bis 

Son ABSALOM, -ABSALOM*'Ss Conrcils betrayed, to Davin, 
and his Defeat and Death. Joas's Diſgrace. SytBA*s Rebel- 
lion and Defeat. A. three Year's Famine demands Satisfattion 
. tor: the Gibeonites. A Plague; bow it was ſtopped, ' Davin 
-- ſettles the Government and Succeſſion. ADoNni]an's Conſpiracy, 
and SoLOMON*s Advancement to the Throne. Daviy*s Death 
and Character. Prophane Hiſtory during this Period. - 


S. TNID' not David now, by 
n virtue of God's deſigna- 
tion, enter into poſſeſſion of the 


kingdom, and take upon him the 


adminiftration of publick affairs? 

. No: for, as God had not de- 
clared at what time, he was to make 
of: of the right, conferred'on him, 
by Samuel, he remained in his pri- 
vate condition, till he had confult- 
ed him. | 

S, Who brought the news of 
SauPs death to David? : 
T. An Amalekite, who alſo 
brought him Saul's crown and brace- 


lets; and pretended that he was the 


perſon, that had diſpatched the 

king, when he found him mortally 

wounded, e 

S. What reward did David give 

him? ; NE ns Og 
T. He ordered his guards to fall 


upon him, for ſaying he was acceſ- 


ſary to the king's death. 


— 


S. Did David continue it Zig- 
lab? e eee OE 
T. No: he moved with his family 
and forces to Hebron, the metropo+ 
15 and ſituate in the centre of Ju- 
dah. e 
S. Who ſucceeded Saul in the 
kingdom of J/rael ? | 
T. From this time, the ancient 
kingdom of Jfrael became divided 
into two parts: the men of Judah 
anointed David the king of their 
particular tribe; and the intereſt 
of Abner, the late king's uncle, and 
general of his forces, prevailed with 
all the other tribes, to recognize 


Iſbboſbeth, the ſon of Saul, whom he 


had proclaimed to be their king; 
and fixed his reſidence at Maha- 
naim, beyond Fordan, in the tribe 
of Gad. 8 
S. Did theſe two kings agree? 
T. There was no conteſt for two 
years; but, after that time, there 
2 : 81 8 Were 
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all fell in ſingle combate. 


were ſeveral engagements between 
Foab, David's general, and Abner, 
hobetb's general; of which, that 
is the moſt famous, wherein twelve 
champions on each ſide, at the re- 
queſt of Abner, being ſent to de- 
cide the fate of the kingdom, they 
Upon 
which, a fierce battle enſued, in 
which Abner, and his men were Bo. 
feated, and put to flight; having 
Joſt three-hundred and ſixty men, 
whereas Foab Joſt no more than 
nineteen, and his brother Aſabel. 
FS. Did Feab purſue Abner ? 
T. Afahel purſued Abner, hoping 
to take him priſoner ; but Abner 
deſired he would deſiſt ; which he 
refuſing, and finding himſelf hard 
preſſed, Abner was obliged, in his 
own defence, to kill him. When 
the men of Judah came to the 
place, where Aſabels body lay ſlain, 
they ſtopped; this gave Abner an 
opportunity to rally his ſcattered 
forces upon an advantageous ground, 
where he could not well be attack- 
ed; and ordering a parley to be 
ſounded, reminded Joab, that, as 
they were all of one ſtock, one re- 
ligion, and pne nation, it was con- 
trary to both their intereſts, to war 


among themſelves. So that both 


armies retired to their reſpective 
homes. 

S. Who had the moſt advantage 
in theſe civil wars ? 

T. They laſted many years; but 


David had the greateſt advantage; 


and his intereſt increaſed, as Iſpbo- 
ſheth's declined, _ 
S. How came Mbeſbelbs intereſt 
to decline? 

T. Abner ſet him upon thethrone, 
and indeed maintained him there- 
on. But Abner, having debauched 


. Hor v Bur E explained. 


Rizpab, one of SauPs concubines, 
Ihhboſheth chid him, as if he thereby 
ſhewed an affectation of the crown. 
Abner reſents the reproof, upbraids 
him with ingratitude, threatens to 
revolt with the whole nation, to 
David; and from that moment, 
enters into a private correſpondence 
with him. David improves it; 
and admits him to a publick inter- 
view, and entertains him ſplendid- 


ly. Which proved the deſtruction 
of Abner, | 

S. How? 

T. Jaab, at this time, . 


marched againſt the Philiſines; but 
at his return, finding Abner fo much 
eſteemed by David, he grew jea- 
Jous, leſt he ſhould: be ſupplanted 
in his command. He ſcrupled not 
to upbraid David, in a very un- 
mannerly 'way, for the civilities 
ſhewn to Abner, and at laſt to Rab 
him treacherouſly. 

S. Did not David puniſh Foab < . 

T. His affairs being unſettled, 
and Joab in great credit with the 
army, David was obliged to bridle 
his reſentment ; and at preſent to 
ſhew his deteſtation of the cruel ac- 
tion, by making a magnificent fu- 
neral for Abner, at which he him- 
ſelf appeared as chief mourner. 

S. How did this event cet 
Thhboſheth ® _- 

T. He grew deſperate in 1 l 
fairs, and negligent of his perſon. 


Which being perceived by :e ruf- 
fam, Rechab and Baanah, of the 


ſame tribe with Saul, Benjainires, | 
who hoped to ingratiate themſelves 
with David thereby, killed him in 
his bed a- ſleep, and cutting off his 
bead, brought it to David, who 
rewarded them according to their 
deſerts, by cutting off their _ 
an 


and their feet, and hanging their 
bodies up in a publick place. He 
alſo ordered 1hbo/beth's head to be 
buried honourably in Abner's tomb. 
8. Who ſucceeded //hboſheth ? 
T. All the tribes ſent to David, 
at Hebron, acknowledged his juſt 
title, prayed him to accept the 
crbwn, and promiſed all due ſub- 
miſſion, . 0 0 
S. Did they make no terms with 
him? 1 1 
T. They only required, that he 
would reign righteouſly, or, as the 
Lard had commanded him, to feed 
his people Iſrael, which is inter- 
preted to tate care of, and rule kind- 


| ly and tenderly, as a ſhepherd does 


his flock. Alſo they obtained an 
act of oblivion of all, that was paſſed 
and acted againſt him. And then 
David was anointed king by gene- 
ral conſent, over all the tribes of 
Tjrael. | 
S8. Where did David fix bis re- 
ſidence, after this union? 

T. Seeing himſelf by this union, 
ſtrong enough, he attacked that 
part of Feruſalem, which continued 
in the power of the Febu/ites ; and 
promiſing to make that man bis 
captain: general, who ſhould firſt 
take the ſtrong for, or citadel of 
Sion, which commanded the city, 
Joab undertook to ſtorm it, and, 
though it was thought impregna- 
ble, he carried it ſword in hand. 
The city ſubmitted in courſe, and 
David made it the metropolis of his 
united .dominions, and converted 
the fort Sion into his royal palace. 

S. Will you pleaſe. to deſciibe 


Jeruſalem © 


T. This city at firſt, was called 
Salem ;. afterwards it changed its 
name into Zebus : Which com- 
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pounded, and, by a little variation 
of two letters ſoftened, make the 
preſent name "Feruſalem. 55 

Jaſbua conquered it; but the Je- 
buſites regained the poſſeſſion, and 
maintained their ground till David 
entirely routed them. After whoſe 
time, both that part, which the 
Iſraelites had poſſeſſed from their 
firſt ſettling in Canaan, and be- 
longed to the tribe of Judah; and 
this old town, which in Joſbua's di- 
viſion, fell to the Benjanutes, were 
united, became the metropolis of 
the whole nation, and was never 
after claimed by any particular 
tribe. . 

In this zenith of its glory, Jeru- 
ſalem was built upon two hills, in 
a barren and ſtony ſoil, and en- 
compaſſed with mountains; though 
the fountains of Gian and Siloam, 
and the brook Kidron, at the foot 
of its walls, ſhew that it was well 
watered, 15 | 

The old city Febus was ſituate 
on the ſouth hill; and David built 
the new city towards the north, on 
mount Sion, which he called after 
his own name. Between theſe two 
Cities, lay the valley of Milk, 
which valley was filled quite up in 
Solomon's days, to make a free and 
ealy communication. between the 
two cities. A work, which, not- 
withſtanding it be little taken no- 
tice of by poſterity, may be reckon- 
ed among the moſt ſingular of Salo- 
mon's deeds, F | 

I have already given you an idea 
of the ſtrength of Febus, or the old 
city; and I would have you note, 
that the city of David was built in 
a circular form, ſituate on a much 
higher hill, and ſurrounded by a 


ſtrong wall encloſed with a broad 


deep 


— 
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deep trench; hewn out of a natural 
rock. The wall was adorned and 
defended with many ſtrong, ſquare, 
white marble towers at regular 
diſtances, and from 60 to 120 
feet high ; and the height of each 
tower being proportionate to the 
declivity of the ground on which it 
ſtood, they all became of an exact 
level at the top. 

Amongſt theſe, one was | called 
the tower ef Davip, built on the 
utmoſt angle of mount Sion, for 
an armory, \whereon there hung a 


thonſand bucklers, all fhields of 


mighty men, Cant. iv. 4. Another 
was named the tower of furnaces, 
wetch-tower, or light- houſe, © ſo 
called from the many lights or 
fires contained therein; by which 
the whole city was illuminated, 
and the advantage thereof extend- 
ed to the navigators of the Medi- 
terranean and Red-ſea : And a 
third was known by the name of 
the houſe of the mighty, where Da- 
vid's chief captains, that had ſig- 
nalized themſelves in war, had 
each their proper apartment; and, 
at their leiſure time, ſuperintend- 
ed and inſtructed the youth in their 
military exerciſes. 

The other public buildings were 
the royal palace, the temple, the 
houſe of Milla, ſeveral gates, and 
the royal ſepulchres. 

Ihe king's palace was a en 
magnificent ſtructure, which ſtood 
weſtward of the temple, built by 
David, and enlarged with another 
built by Solomon, for the reception 
of Pharaoh's daughter, his queen. 
I ſhall reſerve an account of the 
temple to its proper place. "The 
houte of Millio was the ſenate- houſe 
2 an arſenal alſo, of great 


the Hol BIB T . 


ſtrength, ſo called from its ſitua- 
tion, which was in the centre of 
that ground, which had been the 
valley of Milla, filled up by Solo- 
mon. The building retaining the 
name of the ground on which it 
was built: even as in our days, 
Goodman's- fields and Hatton gar- 
den, &c. which are ſo many diffe- 
rent piles of buildings, are * 
called fields and gardens, &c. 

The gates are known by theſe 
names : The gate of the valley, now 
called St. Stephen's gate, on the 
eaſt fide of the city, leading to the 
valley of Fehoſaphat. The Dung- 
gate, by which the dung, &c. of 
the ſacrifices were carried out of 
the temple. ' It was alſo on the 
eaſt. The water gate on the ſame 
ſide, was the way by which the 
city and temple received water. 
The gate of the fountain inclined a 
little to the ſouth, and opened a 
way to the fountain of Siloam. On 


the north ſide ſtood the gate of 


EPHRAITM, ſo called, becauſe it 
led to the country of that tribe. 
The horſe and ſbeep gates, which 
were on the 2aft fide, and the % 
gate on the weſt, were the ſeveral 
inlets to the markets where thoſe 
creatures were fold. The high 
gate was alſo called the gate of 


BENJAMIN, from its ſituation to- 


wards the Benjamites country. But 

The moſt wonderful work, and 
perchance, the on y remains of the 
old Jeruſalem, are the royal ſepul- 
chres ; which, though they lie at 
a conſiderable diſtance from the 
cry of DAv1D,- deſerve our at- 
tention. They were not'built by 
David nor Solomon; but, in all 


probability, by /Janaſ/eb and his 
poſterity, kings-of Judah, 2 Kings 
XX1. 
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xxl: 18, 26. The way into them 
at preſent is very difficult, thro' 
an entry hewn out of a rock, 


which leads into an open court 


twenty - ix feet ſquare, cut out of 
the ſolid marble rock. From thence 
we muſt paſs under a portico nine 
paces long, and four broad, cut 
out of the ſame ſolid marble. This 
opens to us a very narrow paſſage, 
through which, when we have 
crept with ſome difficulty, we en- 
ter into ſeven chambers of twenty- 
four feet ſquare each, fix of which 
are full of niches, in each of which 
ſtand a coffin, to the number of 
fifty. We may. juſtly look upon 
theſe ſepulchres with amazement, 
to find all the ceiling, hinges, 


doors, &c. cut out of the ſame 


rock. This was the garden of Uz- 
ah." 

About à mile weſtward from 
this city, was the mount of Olives, 
ſo called from the number of olive 
trees that grew thereon. Tt is alſo 
called the mount of corruption, 2 K. 
xxlii. 13. 90 called from the a- 
bominations or temples of the Am- 
monite and Moabite gods, which So- 
lomon built there, in complaiſance 
to his Ammonite and Moabite wives. 
It had three ſummits or tops, which 
ranged from north to ſouth. Our 
Lord aſcended from the middle top. 
The ſouth- top was polluted by Solo- 
mon; and the north- top, which was 
the higheſt, was called Galilee. 

The mount Calvary raiſed its 
head juſt without the gates of Je- 
ruſalem weſtward. It was called 
Calvary, from the public executi- 
ons which were always ordered 


to be in that place. Here our Sa- 


viour was alſo crucified. 
This. city was alſo remarkable 
lor ſeveral adjacent valleys. The 


valley of Hinnon or Tophet. In the 
days of the Canaanites, this was 
the place where human ſacrifices 
were offered to Moloch. And un- 


der the Jewiſh government, here 


was kept a continyal fire to con- 
fume the dead carcaſſes, c. 
brought from the temple. To 
which Chr:t alludes, when he calls 
Hell, Ge-enna, or the valley of 
Himon. And it was called To- 
phet, or the place of Timbrelt, 
from the noiſe of that and ſuch like 
muſical inſtruments, formerly uſed 
by the heathens at their human ſa- 
crifices, to drown the lamentable 
ſhrieks of their burnt offerings. 
As to the valley of Shaveh, or 
the King's Dale, where Melchize- 
deck met Abraham, there is ſo 
greata variety of opinions about it, 


and it is of fo little conſequence 


to enquire who is right in their 
conjectures, that it may ſuffice at 
3 only to add to what has 
een ſaid before, that ĩt lay on the 
fouth-ea/? part of the city, not far 
from the #ng's gardens. | 
S. I have heard that the muſter 
roll of David's worthies, which 
are recorded on this occaſion, dif- 
fers very much with that roll of 
his 2w27thies recorded in chronicles. 
7. It does fo ; but then it muſt 
be obſerved that the catalogue in 
chronicles was made in the begin- 
ning of David's reign : that in Sa- 
muel at the latter end. The former 
records the names of thoſe men, 
who helped David to his ſettle- 
ment in the kingdom; the latter, 
thoſe, who held faſt to him all his 
reign, and died in his ſervice. 
S. Did not this act of hoſtility 
awaken his neighbours ? | 
-T. Yes: the Philiſtines fearing 
| | that 
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that the greatneſs and enterprizing 


genius of David would prove their 
downfal, if not timely curbed, 
raiſed an army and marched againſt 


bim at Teruſalem; but to their great 


loſs. For David defeated them at 
a place he called thenceforward 
Baal. perazim, the plain of breaches. 

S. Did they give him no eo 
uneaſineſs ? 
T. Yes: they having aided. a 
numerous army by the aſſiſtance 
of Syria, and part of Phœnicia, 
that oppoſed the ſettlement of Hi- 
ram their king, marched a ſecond 
time againſt David, and encamp- 
ed in the valley of Repay: welt 
of Jeruſalem. _ 

S. Did David give hain battle ? 

T. David ſought counſel of 
God, who viſibly interpoſed in the 
favour of his people at this time. 
He. told David not to offer the 
Philiflines battle, as he had done 
on their laſt invaſion ; but that he 
ſhould lead his men by the way of 
the mulberry-grove, ſo as to come 
upon the enemies rear, without 


being diſcoveral ; and that he at 


the time of the attack, would 
make them to hear a noiſe as of a 
mighty army advancing on their 
front. And, David punctually ob- 
ſerving to do, 2s the Lord com- 
manded, he defeated the Phili/- 
tines this time alſo, and drove them 
to Gazer, which is on the confines 
of their own country; and diſabled 
them from giving the I/raelites a- 
ny trouble for many years after, 

S. What did David after this 
victory of 

T. When he perceived that God 
had given him peace with all na- 
tions, he endeavoured to ſhew his 
gratitude by ſeveral acts of religi- 


d ificulty. 


on. Firſt he thought of bringing 
home the ark of God to his capital 
city, which had remained in ab- 
ſcurity almoſt fifty years, in the 
houſe of 4binadab, and in a man- 
ner forgot by the people. He alſo 
reſolved to build a ſtately fabric 
for a houſe or temple to * of 
heaven. _ 
S. Did he bring the ar# to Fer 
ruſalem? | 

T. Yes: but it was with ſome 
The law had obliged 
the Iſraelites to carry it upon 
men's ſhoulders, and not to touch it: 
But, upon the firſt eſſay to move 
it from K:rjath-jearim, this law 
being neglected, and the arſ put 
into a cart, it was not only kept 
with much trouble from being o- 
verturned, but Uzzah, the driver, 
was ſtruck dead for taking hold of 
it, to prevent its falling. This 
judgment terrified David in ſuch a 
manner, that he left the ark at tho 
houſe of Obed-Edom, a Levite, 
without the walls of Jeruſalem, 
three months : at which time, be- 
ing made ſenſible of the crime, 
and conforming to the law, he, 
with great ſolemnity, brought it 
to the place he had prepared for it. 


S. Did David build the tem- 


ple? = 

7. No: he communicated. his 
deſign to the prophet Nathan; but 
God told the prophet, that as Da- 


vid was a man of war, that had ſhed 


much blood, though he was pleaſed 
with his intention, he would reſerve 
the privilege of building 4 temple 
to his ſon Salomon. And it is ve- 
ry probable, that at the ſame time 
he commanded David to betake 
himſelf altogether to ſubdue all the 
enemies of Hrael, that they might 

not 
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that great work. 

S. How did God ſhew his ac- 
ceptance of David's good inten- 
tion? ; 
T. By promiſing that his ſon 


ſhould ſucceed him, and that his 


poſterity ſhould reign for many 
generations. 3 

S. Did David do as the Lord 
commanded ? | 

T. He attacked the Philiſtines, 
took their city Gath, or Metheg- 
Ammah, and made it a barrier a- 
gainſt themſelves. Then he utter- 
Iy ſubdued the Moabites, and put 
one third of their army to death, 
becauſe they had dealt treache- 
rouſly with him, by putting his 
parents and brethren to death ; 
whom he, during the time of his 
exile, had committed to the cuſ- 
tody of the king of Moab. He 


diſmantled all their ſtrong holds, 
and reſerved only ſuch as were re- 


quiſite to till the ground. Hence 
he marched to ſecure his territo- 
ries bordering. on the Euphrates, 


where he routed the Syrians, who, 


under the conduct of Hadadezer, 


king of Zobah, attacked him; as 


he did alſo to the Syrians of Da- 
maſcus, who came to the aſſiſtance 
of Hadedezer : ſo that he ſubdued 
their countries, and cities of Zo- 
bah and Damaſcus, and made them 
tributaries. In his return from 
Syria, he fell upon the Edomites 
in the valley of Salt, and after ſlay- 
ing many of them, he brought 
them under the like ſubjection. 

S. What mean you by Syr:ans 


of Damaſcus ? 


T. They inhabited the city Da- 


maſcus, and that part of Syria 


ndt give his ſon any hindrance in # which lay between Libanus- and 


Antilibanus. - 59 
S. Where was the valley of Salt? 
7. It was a large plain, about a 
league ſouthward of the city Pal. 


myra or Thadmor, in the road to 


Edom, abounding with falt-pits, 
about two days journey from Box- 
rah, the capital city of the eaſtern 
Edom. 5 * 

S. What allies had David? 

T. It does not appear that he 
was aſſiſted by any other nation in 
thoſe conqueſts; but he was in 
{trict amity with Hiram king of 
Tyre and Sidon, who had ſent him 
a preſent of cedar-trees, with car- 
penters, and other artificers to aſ- 
fiſt him in building his royal pa- 
lace at Jeruſalem : As alſo with 
Nahaſh king of the Ammonites. And 
after his defeat of the Syrians and 
Edomites, Toi king of Hamath made 
his courtſhip to him, with a large 
preſent of veſſels of gold, ſilver, 
S | 

S. Who governed while David 
was in the field? | 

T. The adminiftration was left 
in the hands of his own ſons ; who 
were aſſiſted by Jeab, the captain- 
general; by Zehojaphat, who kept 
the public records, and, without 
any impropriety, may be called. 
lord high-chancellor ; by Abiathar 
the high- prieſt; by Sezaiab, ſe- 
cretary of ſtate, and by Renaiah, 
captain of the guards. 

S. What other martzal exploits 
did David? —. 

T. He warred with the Amm2- 
nites, and ſeveral others their al- 
lies. 

S. How came he to war with 
the Ammonites 
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7. Upon the death of Neha 
4 king, David fent to condole 
his ſon and ſucceſſor Hanun, who 
treated his meſſengers as ſpies, and 
drove them away with their beards 
half ſhaved, and their clothes cut 
Mert to the middle of their but- 
_Avocks : which dignity, David re- 
folved to revenge by force of arms; 
and accordingly ſent cab with an 
army to bring them to an account 
for ſo doing. 

S. Wherein lay the indignity of 


this treatment? 

T. Firſt, if we belly conſider 
the vidicule the cutting off half a 
man's beard expoſes him to; ſuch 
a proceeding with an ambaſſador 
was unpardonable: But, when we 
conſider that the hair was account- 
ed the greateſt ornament in anci- 
ent times, and is ſtill ſo among 
the Perſians, and other people of 
the eaf? : and that a long garment 
was neceſſary for them to cover 
their rakedneſs, who wore neither 
breeches nor drawers ; nothing 
could be a greater indignity im- 
poſed upon David's ambaſſadors. 
It was ſuch a brutal and ſhameleſs 
inſult, that it could never be expect. 
ed to paſs unreſented by David's 
martial ſpirit. 

S. Did not the ante; © ex- 
pect David's reſentment ? 

T. Yes: and they accordingly 
prepared an army, and hired 

35000 Syrians, who took the 
£31, and waited the event. 

S. How did avid ſhew his re- 
ſentment? 

tie difotched Joab with a 
powerful army ; who finding that 
the Ammonites had encamped be- 
fore their city, and that their mer- 
cenaries were in the field at ſome 
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diſtance, detached one part of his 
army, under the conduct of his 
brother Abijhai, to keep the Am- 
monites in play, while he, with 
the choiceſt of his men, ſhould at- 
tack the Syrians; which he effect- 
ed ſo valiantly, that they preſent- 
ly gave way, and the Ammonites, 
for that time, ſaved themſelves, 
by retreating into their eity: the 
ſeaſon of the year being too far 
advanced for Joab to beſiege it. 

. Who had furniſhed the Am- 
monites with thoſe Syrian merce- 
naries? © 

T. Hadadezer, who was in hopes 


thereby to free himſelf from the 


tribute, impoſed upon him by Da- 
vid ; and ſcveral other petty kings. 
S. Did not David avenge him- 


ſelf of them? 


T. Hadadezer being conſcious 
of his perfidy ; and expecting Da- 
did would avenge himſelf on the 
firſt opportunity, levied a nume- 
rous army in Syria and Meſopota- 
mia, which he ordered to march 
under the command of his general 
Shobach, over the Euphrates, to 
Helam, a town in the borders of 
the half tribe of Manaſſeb. David 
no ſooner heard of this, than he 
marched with all his forces ; and, 
coming upon them, ſooner than 
expected, he flew their general, 
took 700 chariots, and ſlew 47000 


men. The news of this victory fo - 


influenced the petty kings, and Ha- 
dadezer himſelf, that they ſued for 
peacc, became tributaries - to Da- 
vid, and promiſed never more to 
give aſſiſtance to the Ammonites. 

S. Did David renew the war 
with the Ammonites? 

T. Being affured of their being 
forſaken by "Hadadez zer, David ſent 


Joab 
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Fab againſt them a ſecond time; 
whoſe army laid their country 
waſte, deſtroyed all that came in 
their way, and, after a long ſiege 
of two'years, David himſelf being 
ſent for, to have the honour of 
taking it, ſtormed their royal city 
Rabbah, put the inhabitants there- 
of to exquiſite, but unjuſtifiable 
torments; and among the rich 
plunder, ſeized on the imperial 
crown of the king of Ammon, which 
was of ineſtimable value. And it 
was in this ſiege, that Uriah the 
Hittite was lain. 

S. Who was Uriah? 

T. Uriah was one of the king's 
life-guards. 5 

S. How comes he to be ſigna- 
lized by name, in this fiege ? 
T. To ſhew the fin of David; 
and that the beſt of men have need 
to pray for divine grace, and to 
watch that they fall not into temp- 
tation. LS 
S. What was David's in ? 
T. He had fallen in love with 
the wife of Uriah, who was then 
at the ſiege of Rabbah ; ſhe yield- 
ed to his ſolicitations, and proved 
with child. David, to prevent her 
difzrace, ' ſent for Uriah home, 
hoping that he would lie with his 
wife, and give them an opportu- 
nity to. fix the child to be born, 
upon him. Uriah came, but could 
not by any contrivance, be per- 
fuaded to bed with his wife, though 
David made him drunk at his own 
table. This behaviour determined 
the King to add murder to adul- 
tery ; and in this reſolution, re- 
mands him back with a precept to 
Joab, to place him on ſuch a ſer- 
vice, that he muſt die in the attack. 
Jab ready to oblige David, poſted 


Uriah in the moſt dangerous place, 
ordered his ſoldiers to deſert him; 
and Uriah fell immediately by the 
enemies ſword. 

S. Don't you blame David far 
this murder ? | 
T7. Yes: and notwithſtanding 
David took Bathſbeba, Uriah's wi- 
dow, and declared her his wife, 
who was ſome time after delivered 
of a fon; God ſent his prophet 
Nathan, to rouze him out of his 
adulterous lethargy ; and by an e- 
legant parable to repreſent the baſe- 
neſs and wickedneſs of what he 


had done, and to make him pro- 


nounce ſentence againſt his own 
guilt. 3 

S. Did the king repent ? 

T. David condemned himfelf, 
and, having confeſſed his fin, Na- 
than again in the name of the Lord, 
aſſured him, that God had pardon- 
ed his tranſgreſſion, ſo far as to 
free him from the eternal puniſh= 
ment due to his fin; but that he 
would viſit him, by taking away 
the ſon born of his adulterous com- 
merce; by bringing ſeveral of his 
family to an untimely death; by a 
rebellion of his own ſon, and by 
permitting his wives to be defiled 
publickly ; as it afterwards came 
to paſs in the murder of his eldeſt 
ſon Amnon; and in the rebellion 
and fatal death of his ſon A%alom, 

S. Did the child die ? 

T. Yes: though David ſtrove, 
by faſting and prayer, if poſſible 
to appeaſe the divine wrath, and- 
to ſave its life. But when it was 
dead, he acknowledged the juſtice 
of God, chearfully ſubmitted to his 
will, and prayed fervently that the 
remainder of his aMictrons might 
be mixed with mercy. + | 
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S8. How came Amnonto be mur - 
dered ? 

T. Amnon conceiving a violent 
paſſion, decoyed her by the advice 
and -contrivance of Jonadab, the 
ſon of Shimeah, the brother of Da- 
vid, into his apartment; raviſhed 
her, and afterwards turned her 
out by force, which Aalen re- 
venged with his blood. 

K. Were Amnon and Tamer both 
of one venter ? 

T. No: Amnon was by one 
queen, and Tamar was David's 
daughter, by Maacha the daughter 
of Talmai king of Geſbur, who 
alſo bore him Abſalom. 

S. How did PR kill Am- 
non? 

7. Abſalom reſi Jed at Hazor, 
where, under the pretence of a 
ſheep- ſhearing, and with the king's 
conſent, he invited his friends, 
relations, all the princes of the 
blood, and Amnon in particular 
But upon a ſignal given, Abſalom's 
ſervants, in the midſt of the feaſt, 
fell upon Ammon, and diſpatched 
him immediately: the reſt of the 
company providing the beſt they 
could for their own ſafety by 
flight. 

'S. What ſaid David, on the 
news of this murder ? 

Ti. He was much perplexed and 
very ſere troubled : and no doubt, 
wWollſd have taken juſt vengeance 


4 on Abſalom, had he not fled to his 


grandfather” s at Geſbur. 
S. How long did 4b/alom ſtay 
there ? 
T. Three years; when Joab, 
perceiving that David's grief was 
worn out; and that he only want- 
ed an opportune exciſe to recal 
his fon Alſalem, procured an art- 
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: ſatom, the third Jon, 


ful woman of Tetaab, à eity about 
twelve miles S. of Jeruſalem, i in the 
tribe of Judah, who, in a ſpeech 
contrived for her by the faid Joab, 
convinced the king, that a murder- 
er in ſome caſes might be pardoned, 
and then applied the king's opinion 
to Abſalom's caſe. David therefore 
ordered Joab to bring Abſakm home, 
yet with this reſtriction, that he 
ſhould live confined 'in his own 
houſe, without admitting him to 
his royal preſence. Abſalom obey'd ; 
and, upon his humiliation, and fur- 
ther tokens of repentance, 7eeh pre- 
vailed with the king to pardon him 
freely; and to give him full liber- 
ty, with all the ſigns of a tender 
parent. 
S. How came Jab to intereſt 
himſelf ſo much in A/alam's favour ? 

T. Amnon, the eldeſt ſon, you 
W was ſlain, and Ghileab, David's 
ſecond ſon, was dead; ſo that Ab- 
n, became the 
preſumptive. heir to the crown; 
and the people had a general affec- 
tion for him. Therefore Foab 
ſought his own private intereſt, 
while he interceded for Ab/alom's 
reſtoration. 

S. What raiſed his eſteem among 


the people? 


7. The comelineſs of bis perſon, 
which was without blemiſh from 
top to toe, and adorn'd with a pro- 
diglous long and thick head of hair, 
the greateſt recommendation a man 
could have in thoſe days. 

S. Ho did Alhſalom behave after 
his being reſtored to favour at court ? 

T. As he expected to ſucceed to 
the throne of his father, he affected 
a ſtate and equipage greater than 
uſual, which conſiſted of chariots 
and horſes, and a body-guard of 


fifty 
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fifty valiant men; yet he would 


ſtoop to the meaneſt of the people, 
and ſolicit their cauſes at court. But 


at laſt, impatient of ſubjection, he 


endeavoured to alienate the affec- 
tions of the people from his father, 


and to wreſt the reins of govern- 


ment into his own hands, by in- 
ſtilling into the people's minds a 
bad opinion of the preſent admini- 
ftration, and promiſing to conduct 
the publick affairs to their greater 
advantage, were they to be lodged 


-in him, Thus in the ſpace of four 


years, thinking himſelf ſecure of 
the people's affections and ſupport, 
he obtain'd leave of his father togo 
to Hebron, where the royal ſeat 
had' been, and he was born, under 
pretence of offering a ſolemn facri- 
fice of thankſgiving, which, he 
faid; he had vow'd in his exile. 
He being ſettled there, emiſſaries 


were ſent to ſound the inclinations 


of the ſeveral tribes, and to exhort 


_ their partizans to be ready to take 
up arms at the ſound of the trum- 
pets, which were diſpoſed at proper 
diſtances throughout the land, to 


take the found from one another, 
and to proclaim him king. This 
contrivance ſucceeded beyond ex- 
Some, who were na- 
turally turbulent and diſcontented, 
uneaſy under every ſtate, and pro- 
miſed themſelves ſome advantage 
from a change: Others, who ſtill 
waĩted an opportunity to diſturb the 
houſe of David in revenge for Saul: 
Others, who could not bear the in- 
fufferable pride and inſolence of Jo- 
ab, David's prime miniſter, and the 
obſtruction of juſtice in the civil 
adminiſtration: And others, who 
had taken umbrage againſt the king 
for living with Bathſbeba, after he 
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to Abſalom's ſtandard from every 
part: So that there was a general 
inſurrection, which at firſt ſeems 
intended only to ſubſtitute Ab/alom 
as coajutor to his father, for the 
execution of the royal authority, 
and to ſecure the ſucceſſion to him, 
without the leaſt intention to diveſt 
David of his crown and dignity, 
much leſs to take away his life ; tho” 
this was their reſolution in the end. 

S. What did the king vpon the 
news of this inſurrection ? | 

T, He, attended by his guards, 
beſt troops, and principal friends, 
retired from Jeruſalem beyond For- 
dan, deſiring Zadok and Abiathar 
the priefts to continue with the art 
at Feruſalem, and to give him the 
beſt intelligence they could of the 
deſigns and motions of the rebels. 

S. How did his ſubjects behave 
to him as he retired? 

T. He was followed by Huſbai 
the Archite, ſo called from the 
place of his nativity, a town on 
the frontiers of Benjamin and E- 
phraim, to the weſt of Bethel: 
And by Ziba, Mephiboſbeth's ſtew- 
ard : But he was loaded with bitter 
reproaches by Shimei, as he ap- 
proached Bahurim, a city in the 
tribe of Benjamin. | 

S. Who was this Huſbai? 

T. He was David's faithful friend 
and counſellor, | 

S. Did he ſhare David's fortune? 

T. He offered ſo to do, with all 
the tokens of ſorrow and ſincerity z; 
but David enjoin'd him to return, 
and pretend to adhere to Ab/alom, 
as the moſt effectual means to de- 
feat the counſels of the crafty 4hi- 


tophel, who had engaged in all his 
ſon's meaſures, 
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S. Did this ſtratagem ſucceed ?.- 


T. Yes: Huſbai purſued Da- 
via's inſtructions ſo artfully, that 
Abſalom received him into his privy- 
council, which enabled him to give 
David immediate information of 
all that wascontrived againſt him. 

S. How came Zia to follow 
David? 

T. It was not for any love he 
bore to the king, but as a mere 
contrivance to ruin Mepbi baſbeth, 


his maſter, in the opinion of Da- 


vid, by affirming that he ſtaid in 
Feruſalem, in hopes that himſelf 
might be made king, in that ge- 
neral diſtraction of affairs; and 


thereby to obtain a grant from his 


majeſty of all Mephiboſheth's eftate ; 
which he too eaſily obtained from 
the credulous king. 

S. Who was that Shimei ? 

T. He was a deſcendant of the 


houſe of Saul, and conſequently a 


bitter enemy of David ; which he 
ſhew'd by throwing du/? and flones 
at him, and loading him with bit- 
ter reproaches and execrations. 
S?. How did David bear him? 

T. He look'd upon him as an in- 
ſtrument in God's hand, and not 
only protected him from the hand 
of Abifbai, who would have killed 
him, but he took all his rebukes 
patiently, out of a conſciouſneſs of 
kis own linfulneſs, in the caſe of 
Uriah, and in reverence to the juſ- 
tice of that Deity, who had brought 
him fo low as to deſerve the inſults 
of this vile Benjamite. 

S. By whom were David's wives 
deſiled? 

T. By his ſon Alſalom, who, by 
the advice of Ahitophel, the preſident 
of his council, having got poſſeſ- 
fion of his father's palace, laid pub- 
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lickly with his father's. concubines 
on the top thereof in the fight of all 
Vrael. 

S. In what partigular did Huſbai 
diſcover Abſalom's council ? 

T. Abitophel had adviſed to pur- 
ſue David with 12000 choice men, 
which might defeat his guards, ſur- 
prize the king, and kill him : But 
Huſbai found means to fruſtrate this 
counſel for that night, and to in- 
form David thereof, with his ad- 
vice for him to paſs Jordan imme 
diately. 

S. Did David follow his direc- 
tions ? 

T. Yes: He decamped at break 
of day, paſſed over Jordan, and 
took the rout of Mabanaim, a city 
in Gilead, where he was kindly re- 


S. How did Abitophel brook this 
diſappoinment ? ⸗ 

. He no ſooner heard that Da- 
vid was gotten out of danger, but 
he concluded that he would alſo 
ſoon recover his dominions by Ab- 
ſalom's weak conduct; and, it ma 
be, diſdaining that his counſel had 
been rejected, he, tortured with 
pride and fear, went and made his 
will, and hanged himſelf in his 


own houſe. 


S. Did not the 
did? 


7. Not till they had aſſembled 


a numerous army, the chief com- 


rebels purſue Da- 


mand of which beingentruſted with 


Amaſa, the ſon of [thra, a relation 
of Abſalom's by marriage; Abſalom 
left eruſalem, and paſſed over For- 
dan in queſt of his father. 

S. Did David wait the coming 

of Mſalom's army? | 
7. David, at the requeſt of his 
friends, went not in perſon; but, 
dividing 
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dividing his army into three bodies, 
the firſt under cab, the ſecond un- 
der his brother Abiſbai, and the 
third under Ittai the Gittite, he or- 
. dered them to meet Alſalom on the 
plain near the word of Ephraim, in 
the tribe of Manaſſeh, on the eaſt of 
Jordan, ſo called from the ſlaugh- 
ter of the Ephramites made there by 
Fephthah. He alſo gave the gene- 
rals a ſtrict charge in the hearing 
of the ſoldiers, that ſhould his ſon 
Abſalom fall into their hands, they 
ſhould uſe him kindly for his ſake. 
S. Did the two armies meet? 

T. Yes; and engaged at that 
place; where Abſalom's army, tho” 
much ſuperior in number, was de- 
feated, and flying into the wood, 
there fell that day twenty thouſand 
men; and Ab/alom riding with great 
ſpeed under the ggrees, was fo en- 
tangled in the boughs, that, being 
caught by the throat, and his mule 
running from under him, he was 
found by a private ſoldier hanging 
in the air, and unadle to quit him- 
ſelf; who remembring the king's 
eee concerning his ſon, left 
him, and informed Jaab thereof; 
who diſtinguiſhing between the af. 
fection of a parent, and the duty of 
a king, went immediately and gave 
him his death's wound; and then 
ordered all the by- ſtanders to diſ- 
patch him outright ; who having 
done as Jaab commanded, took his 
body down, threw it into a pit, 
and covered it with a heap of ſtones, 
without any pomp or ceremony, 

S. Is not there a monument near 
this wood ſhewn to travellers, ſaid 
to be Ab/alom's ? 

. Yes: But as it no where ap- 

pears from the hiſtory of David, 
that he ever made any alteration in 


Abſalom's burial ; and, as Jeſephus 
ſays that his monument was in his 
time only one marble pillar; fo the 
preſent monument ſhewn to tra- 
vellers muſt be a fiction; eſpecially 


as it bears evident A of amo- 


dern building. | 
S. How did Fab act after the 
death of Abſalom ? 
7. He ſounded a retreat, to pre- 
vent any more blood being ſpilt. 


S. How did David receive this 


news ? 

. He withdrew into his private 
apartment, and bewail'd the death 
of his ſon in a moſt moving and pa- 
thetic manner ; and from that time 
reſolved within himſelf to diſmiſs 
Joab from his ſervice, for diſobey- 
ng his command by killing 4b/a- 
om. 
S. How did the army and peo- 
ple approve of 4b/alom's murder? 

T. Not at all: But, when they 
heard of David's grief they till 


ſhew'd their forrow more openly ; 


inſomuch, that '7eab was obliged to 


rouze the king from his melancholy 
in a very unbecoming manner, and 
prevailed with him to appear in pub- 
lic, to reſtore the joy, and tocomfort 
the hearts of his faithful ſubjects. 

S. Did David diſmiſs Feab from 
his ſervice. 

7. Ves: His murder of Abner 
in cold blood, his murder of Abſa- 
lam againſt bi will, and his inſolent 
and imperious behaviour, ſince the 
ſuppreſſion of the late rebellion, put 
the king upon this expedient : He 
pardoned Amaſa, the commander of 
the rebels, and made him general 
in the room of Joab. 

S. Did the King return to . 
alem? 

7. Having taken the ſubmiſſion 
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of the rebels, who were returned to 
rheir allegiance, David left Ma- 
þ maim, and returned to Feruſalem, 
through the continual acclamations 
of his ſubjects; and even of that 
ſame Sbimei, who had before curſed 
him in his retreat. 

S. Did not David puniſh Shi- 
mei? 

T. Abiſbai would have killed him; 
yet David not only hindered it, but 
generouſly and graciouſly pardoned 
him, 

S. Did David reign in peace af- 
ter this? 

T. No: For the other tribes con- 
ceiving a jealouſy againſt Judah, 
David's own tribe ; as if they had 
engroſſed all the favour of the king; 
and, after frequent complaints, find- 
ing no redreſs from his majeſty, 
who, unwilling to diſpleaſe either 
party, ſhifted meddling in the con- 
troverſy, reſolved to do themſelves 
juſtice; and thus broke out . 
inſurrection. 

S. Who headed this A 

tion? 
T. One Sheba, a Benjamite, and 
probably one of Saul's family, who 
took the field with a conſiderable 
army, and threatened a new revo- 
lution in the ſtate. 

S. Whom did David ſend a gainſt 
him ? 

T. He fiſt diced his guards 
under Abiſtai, and then the reſt of his 
army under his new general Amaſa. 

S. Did Jeab ſubmit quictly to 
this promotion of Amaſa? 

7. He ſhewed no diſcontent at 
court; but muſtering a few choſen 
men, he, without any orders from 
the king join'd Abiſai; and when 
Amaſa came up with them at Gi- 
Ben, and was going to take upon 
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him the command of the whole ar- 
my, T7oab advanced with all ſeem- 
ing friendſhip to congratulate him 
upon his new commiſſion; but he was 
no ſooner come within reach, than 
he took him by the beard, ſtabbed 
him to the heart, proclaimed him- 
ſelf general, and purſued after She- 

S. Did he come up with Sheba? 

T. Sheba finding himſelftoo weak, 
retired to Abel, a fortified town in 
the tribe of Nephthuli, where upon 
Jeab's approach, and preparing for 
an aſſault, the inhabitants prevented 
their own ruin by cutting off She- 
ba's head, and throwing it over the 
wall to Jeab, according to agree- 
ment: Upon which Joab raiſed the 
ſiege, and returned with his army 
to feruſalem. 

How did the king receive 
bim? 

T. No doubt but David was 
highly provoked at his inſolent and 
barbarous actions; but he found 
himſelf obliged to overlook them; 
and therefore reſtored him to his 
poſt of caprain-general : To which 
poſt, I preſume, Jab claim'd a 
right, having obtained it on certain 
conditions, and in reward for his 
gallant behaviour, and ſtorming the 
itrong fort of Zion and Feruſalem. 

S. What happened after this re- 
bellion was quelled? _ 

T. The land was fore afflicted 
with famine and peſtilencce. 

S. How long did the famine con» 
tinue ? 

T. For three years. Which Da- 
vid ſuſpecting to be a divine puniſn- 
ment for ſome national crime, he 
conſulted the divine oracle to fir.d 
out the cauſe of it. From whence 


he learned, that God had —_ 
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for Saul's cruelty in ſlaying ſo many 
of the Gibeonites, contrary to the 


treaty ſubſiſting between them and 


the [ſraelites. David hereupon aſk'd 
the Gibeonites what ſatisfaction they 
required ; and being inform'd that 
they demanded ſeven of Saul's poſ- 
terity to be given them, he ſent 
them two ſons of Rizpeh, Saul's 
concubine, and five ſons of Merab, 
his eldeſt daughter. 

The Gibeonites hung up theſe 
men upon gibbets, where they re- 
mained, till God, by ſending fruit- 
ful ſhowers of rain, ſhew'd that his 
anger was appeaſed. And David, 
to convince his ſubjects that what 
he had done in this affair, was not 
in hatred to the name of Saul, but 
purely by God's appointment, or- 
dered their bodies to be taken down, 
and buried in the tomb of Ki, the 
father of Saul, at Zelab, in the 


country of Benjamin, together with 


the remains of Saul and Jonathan, 
which upon this occaſion were 


brought from Jabeſb- Gilead, where 


they had been buried thirty- five 
years before. | 
S. Did not the Philiſtines take 
advantage of theſe civil wars and 
misfortunes of the Iſraelites ? 

T. David had fo humbled them 
in the beginning of his reign, that 
they were never able to raiſe an 
army of any conſequence ; but as 
they had men of a gigantick ſtature 
among them, and lived chiefly upon 
the ſpoil of their neighbours, they 
uſed to diſturb the peace of /ſrael 
by their frequent excurſions; in 
the firſt of which David himſelf, 
marching to oppoſe and chaſtize 
them, had been killed by one of 
their gigantick champions, had not 
Abiſhai advanced and killed the Phi- 


lifline ; ſo that it was reſolved that 
the king ſhould never more go into 
battle. 
S. Did not you ſay that the land 
was afflicted by peſtilence ? 
T. Yes: This happened about 
two years before the death of Da- 
vid, as a puniſhment for his pre- 
ſumptious numbering of all his peo- 
ple; which took up nine months 
and twenty days, and amounted to 
eight hundred thouſand then fit to 
bear arms in Iſrael, and five hundred 
thouſand of like fort in Fudah, be- 
ſides the men of the tribes of Levi 
and Benjamin. The account was no 
ſooner delivered, but David per- 
ceived that he had done wickedly; 
which was confirmed by the prophet 
Gad, who came ſoon after; and, in 
God's name, having reminded him 
of his ſin, gave him the choice of 
being puniſhed by a famine, a peſti- 
lence, or by a war. David choſe 
the peſ{ilence, in which died, in the 
ſpace of nine hours, from the morn- 
ing to the ninth hour, or time of 
the evening ſacrifice, ſeventy thou- 


| ſand men; beginning on the borders 


of the kingdom, and advancing gra- 
dually every moment to the royal 
city. God had purpoſed to conti- 
nue his vengeance for three days; 
but he, who in the midſt of judg- 
ment remembers mercy, turned a- 
way his wrath, and ſtopped the de- 
ſtroying angel, at the ſincere re- 
pentance and petition of David, and 
the great humiliation of all the peo- 
ple of Feruſalem. For the Lord 
ſent the prophet Gad to direct the 
king to build an altar immediately 
in the threſbing-faor of Araunah the 
23 ; which he did. And the 

rd declared his acceptance of the 


ſacrifices offered thereon, by ſend- 
ing 
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ing fire from heaven to conſume 
them, and ſtopping the plague. 

S. Why did Gad appoint the 
threſbing-floor of Araunah for that 
ſolemn ſervice ? 

T. By this appointment God ſig- 
nified his will; and, as it were, ſet 
apart this ground, with the adjoin- 
ing part of mount Moriab, for the 
ground-plat of the temple, which 
Salomon was to build: Therefore 
David purchaſed the threſhing floor 
at the rate of /zxty ſhekels of ſilver, 
and the whole top of the mountain 
for the ſum of fix hundred ſhekels of 
gold, And from this time he was 
buſied in providing materials, and 
ſettling the number of the officers, 
and all other neceſſaries for ſo great 
a work; and the manner of the daily 
ſervice of thoſe that were to attend 
K. 

S. Did not the king ſettle alſo 
his civil and military affairs? 

T. Yes: He appointed judges, 
magiſtrates, and inferior officers to 
puniſh offenders, and to preſerve 
the peace of the nation. He alfo 
commiſſioned twelve captains with 
their legions to attend the king a 
whole month each alternately ; and 
he ſet a prince or chief ruler over 
every one of the twelve tribes; not 
to mention many other inferior offi- 
cers, that were charged with the 
care of his treaſures, ſtore-houſes, 
tillage of the ground, vineyards, 
wine-preſſes, woods and foreſts, 
herds, flocks, camels, ales, and all 
his ſubſtance. 

S. Did not David alſo ſettle the 
ſucceſſion to the crown? 

T. Before he could do this, it 
ſeems that he was ſeized with a 
dead palſey; whereupon Adenijah, 
who was now David's eldeſt ſon, 
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ſon, a prince of exquiſite beauty 
and gallantry, and had ingratiated 
himſelf very much in the affections 
of the people, by his ſplendid man- 
ner of living and courteous beha- 
viour, took advantage of his father's 
age and infirmity, and reſolved to 
get himſelf declared king. He 
found means to gain Foab the ge- 
neral, and Abiathar the high - prieſt, 
into his treaſon; and by their ad- 


vice he invited all the king's ſons, 


(except Salomon) and all the great 
men of Judah, except Banaiah,, , Cap- 
tain of the guards, the officers of 
the army, and Zadoł the other high- 
prieſt, to a grand entertainment, 
and to aſſiſt in the proclaiming him 
king in the room of his father, at 
Ennogel. This treaſon was ſoon 
diſcovered ; and David, by the ad- 
vice of the prophet Nathan, and the 
urgent requeſt of his wife Bathſbe- 
ba, was perſuaded to declare Solo- 
mon his ſucceſſor; and, in token 
thereof, he commanded Zadokt, Na- 
than and Banaiah, and the other 
officers and miniſters of ſtate to con- 
duct him, mounted on the king's 
own mule, to Gzhon, a place of 
great reſort, and there to anoint 
him, and by the ſound of a trumpet = 
proclaim him king of [/rael ; which 
was done with all poſſible expedi- 
tion, to the great joy of Feruſalem ; 
but to the confuſion of Adonyah and 
all his company, who were juſt 
then upon the point of declaring 
him their king. 

S. What did Adonijab and his 


company upon this news ? 


Every man thought to ſecure 
himſelf. Adonijah fled to the altar 


tor ſanctuary; from whence, having 
promiſed never to attempt any thing 
againſt the government for the fu- 

ture, 
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ture, he was permitted to come to 
make his obeiſance to Solomon, and 
was freely pardoned. 

S. Was it in David's power to 
appoint his ſucceſlor ? 

T. It does not appear that David 
was led by choice to diſinberit Ado- 
nyab, his eldeſt, in favour of his 
younger ſon Solomon, for he was 
much admired and indulged by his 
father. But he was determined in 
this aftair by God's delignation, 2 
Sam. vii. 12. 1 Kings ii. 15. the 
people's intereſt, and to puniſh him 
for his raſh and unnatural attempt 
to dethrone his father. This is the 
firſt inſtance of a king's naming a 
ſucceſſor, 

S. Was there no further ceremo- 
ny about the ſucceſſion ? 

T. Yes: When David found all 
things were quiet, and that his 
choice of his ſon Salomon pleaſed the 
people ; and, being a little mended 
of his indiſpoſition, he aſſembled 
the chiefs of all the tribes; and, af- 
ter he had harangued them with a 
ſolemn oration, putting them in 
mind of God's goodneſs to him, and 
of his deſignation of Salomon to ſage 
ceed on = throne, and to build 
God a temple ; and recommending 
to his ſon {trict fidelity and piety 
towards God, and a zealous diſ- 
charge of that important truſt com- 
mitted to him by this inauguration, 
he gave him a plan of the temple; a 
liſt of the prieſts and Levites, and 
the courſes of their attendance ; 
the ſchemes and regulations of all 
the crown officers : Then, by the 
example of his own large oblation 
of money out of his own private 
eſtate for building the temple, he 
animated the princes to contribute 
largely to that pious work: And 


ſever, and other fe/tivals inſtituted 


next day he had Solomon a ſecond 
time anointed, ſeated on the royal 
throne, and declared ſole regent 
during the remainder of his life. 

S. Did David puniſh none of. 
Adonijah's conſpirators ? 


T. He diſplaced Abiathar from 


the office of high-prieſt ; but, as 
his death approached, he could only 
recommend Juab s puniſhment to 
his ſon, 


S. How long did David live af- 
ter this ? 

T. But a very ſhort while : 
When perceiving his end to ap- 
proach he. exhorted Salomon to be 
conſtant in his duty toGod, to walk in 
his ways, and keep his ſtatutes and his. 
commandments, his judgments, and his 
teſtimonies: He charged him to do 
juſtice to Foab, and not to ſpare 
Shimei, ſhould he ever prove guilty 
again: And he recommended the 
poſterity of Barzillat to his favour 
and protection. 

S. What do you mean by God's 


ways, ſtatutes, commandments, judg- 


ments, and teſtimonies? 


T. By God's ways I underſtand 


his whole revealed will: By bis fla- ' 
tutes, thoſe conſtitutions which have 


their foundation purely in the will 
and pleaſure of God, ſuch as the 
prohibition of ſowing ſeed of diffe- 
rent kinds together : By his com- 


mandments, moral duties, founded. 


in the nature of things, as not to 
ſteal, Sc. By his judgments, the 
laws belonging to the civil govern» 
ment, and the dealings of one man 
with another, as recorded in the 
21ſt, and following chapters of Ex- 
dus And by his teflimonites I un- 
derſtand the law of the ſabbath, paſ= 


In 
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in remembrance of Tome great e- 


vent, and to te/tify to men the lov- 
ing kindneſs of the Lord. 13 
S. What age was David at his 
death ? F 

T. Hedied in 8 year of 
his age, having reigned ſever years 
in Hebron, and thirty-three at Je- 
rufalem. 

S. Where was he buried? 

T. At Feruſalem, or the city of 
David, with great pomp and royal 
maguificence. His ſepulchre is 
mentioned by St. Peter, and was 
to be ſeen in the days of St. Jerom; 
but is now no where to be found. 

S. What character has David 
leſt behind him? 

7. In his frequent lapſes into 
luſt, cruelty, and other ſins, we 
ſee the frailty of human nature, and 
that the beſt of men are liable to 
be overtaken with very groſs faults. 
So that we ſhould be conſtantly up- 
on our guard againſt all temptations, 
Ke certainly is by no means inex- 
cuſable for his offences; but he was 
no encourager of vice in his own 
family, nor a tame conniver at it 
in others, had he not been reſtrain- 
ed, by reaſons of ftate, ſometimes 
from puniſhing it : He was true to 
his promiſes, juſt in his diſtribu- 
tions; and prudent, but not crafty 
in his military operations, yet ver 
capable of improving all advantages, 
and obviating difficulties, by a ſharp 
foreſight, and a ſingular preſence of 
mind: He was compaſſionate to 
the diſtreſſed, a ſincere friend, and 
a merciful enemy; never uſing ſe - 
verity but by way of retaliation. 

S. Who was that Barxillai, 
whoſe poſterity David recommend- 
ed to Solomon's favour? 

7. He was a rich man, who had 
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been very kind to David in his ex- 
ile, and ſupplied him with provi- 


ſions at Mabanaim; David, at his 


reſtoration, invited the old man to 
Jeruſalem; but, having excuſed 
himſelf on account of his age and 
infirmities, he recommended his 
ſon Chimham to his royal favour. 
David promiſed to do all that he 
required; and taking Chimbam with 
him, he ſettled part of his own pa- 
trimony in Bethlehem upon Chim- 
ham, and his heirs for ever; which 
donation was called the habitation 
of Chimhamin the days of Jeremiah, 


1 


S. Pray permit me to aſk what 
events were moſt remarkable in 
heathen ſtory during this period? 

T. The heathen ftory in this pe- 
riod is ſo corrupted with fables, that 
it is difficult to diſcern any ſigns of 
truth in it; yet I will refer you to 
ſome of the moſt remarkable.—In 
the reign of Deucalion, ſon of Pro- 
metheus, and about the 3gth year 
of judge Ehud, there was a deluge 
in Theſſaly, which gave foundation 
to the poetical fiction of Deucalion 
and Pyrrha,—About the ſame time 
Phatton, a great aſtrologer, ruled 
the Ligurians, whoſe ſtudy of the 
courſe of the ſun, and an exceſſive 
drought and heat, which in his time 
made the country, near the Po, 
barren for many years, gave rife to 
the fable that goes under his name. 
— The 14th year of judge Tolab is 
remarkable for the fiction of Gany- 
mede, ſon of Tros, king of Phrygia. 
Per ſeus, of whom ſo many ſtrange 
ſtories are found in the poets, ap- 
peared in the world about the ſixth 
year of Jair's government in {/rael, 
— This period alſo is moſt famous 
for the expedition of the Arganauts, 

and 
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and the ſiege of Troy; an event, 
deſigned by the wiſe ruler of the 
world, for the advantage of ſuc- 
ceeding ages. For by the diſper- 
ſion of the Greeks, many dif tant 
countries were better peopled. 
Some of the Locrians were driven 


into Africa, others into Italy, o- 

thers into Sicily, and ſettled them- 
ſelves in ſuch numbers, in theſe 
parts, that Greet became the cur- 
rent language of this iſland; and 
moſt of the eaſt part of Italy, was 
from thence called Magna Græcia. 
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SoLomoN*s Acceſſion to the Throne; and Petition to God for 
Wiſdom. He defeats the Stratagems of Apox1jan, Sc. Pu- 
niſheth SHIMEI; marries the Daughter of PH ar aon-Varn- 
NES; renews the Alliance with HiRam, Sc. Settles the Offi- 
cers of his Court, and Civil Liſt, Builds and dedicates the 
Temple; and builds ſeveral Palaces, Fortreſſes and Cilies. Eſta- 
bliſheth Trade and Navigation. His Riches, Magnificence, A. 
poſtacy, and Puniſhment. IE ROBOAM appointed by God, to ſuc- 
ceed SOLOMON. SoLOMON*s Wives, Children, and Death. 


S. HAT did Solomon up- 
on the death of his fa- 
ther. 


T. He aſſembled all the princes 
and other great men of Iſrael to- 
gether, before the ark of the Lord, 
and took their allegiance, as king, 
now in his own perſon. Here God 
appeared to him in a viſion, and 
promiſed to grant him, whatever 
he ſhould aſk. 
FS. What did Solomon aſk? 

7. That God would give him 
a wiſe, and underſtanding heart, 
for the due government of the peo- 
ple under his charge. 

S. Did God accept of his peti- 
tion? 

T. Les: and was ſo well pleaſed 
therewith, that over and above the 
wiſdom he defired, God promiſed 
him ſuch abundance of riches and 
Honours, as ſhould exceed thoſe of 
all other kings, in his days ; and, 


that upon the obſervanee of God's 
commands, - he ſhould alfo have 
length of days beſtowed upon him. 

S. How old was Solomon when 
he began to reign ? 

T. Heis moſt probably ſuppoſed 
to have been twenty years old, 
when he began to reign ; though 
ſome have conjectured, that he 
was not above twelve ; building 
their opinion upon the words of 
Solomon, who, in anſwer to God, 
in this viſion, ſald, I am but a child. 
But I hope they won't be tena- 
cious in this groſs miſcomputation ; 
for his father, at the time he left 
the kingdom to him, called him 
a wiſe man. This was ſome years 
before. Therefore Solomon on this 
occaſion, calls himſelf a child, only 
in reſpect of his ſkill, in governing 


a people, and managing the affairs 


of ſtate. 
8. Did 
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S. Did he meet with no oppo- 
ſition ? 

T. Not openly ; but there was 
a private contrivance between A- 
donijab, Abiathar, and Joab, to 
115 freſh diſturbances. 

S. How ? 

T. Abiathar and Feab, and, as 
ſome reaſonably think, Shime: allo, 
adviſed Adonijab, to petition the 
king to give him Abiſbag the Shu- 
zamite, and his father's widow, to 
be his wife; that, if it could be 
obtained, it might add another 
pretence to the kingdom, in the 
right of Adonijab, the elder bro- 
ther. 

S. How did Solomon receive this 
petition ? 

T. They had engaged Solomon's 
mother Bathſbeba, to preſent it: 
but the king preſently perceived 
the drift of ſuch a requeſt, and that 
Adonijah ſtill aimed at the king- 
dom; he therefore rejected it with 
indignation, and ſent Benazah im- 
mediately to put him to death; 
baniſhed Abiathar to his own eſ- 
tate at Anathoth, a Levitical city; 
and hearing that 7eab was fled to 
take ſanctuary at the altar in the 
tabernacle at G7rbeon, he ordered 
Benaiah alſo to kill him upon the 
ſpot, it he refuſed to come out to 
receive his juſt reward. 

S. Who ſuccceded Joab and A.- 
biathar ? 

T. Benaiah and Zadok. 

S. Did Solomon take no notice 
of Shimei ? 

T. Yes: he being well appri- 
zed of his turbulent temper, and 
readineſs to ſtir up ſedition, or- 
dered him to repair to Jeruſalem, 
and that he ſhould live under his 
eye, and not depart from thence 
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any greater diſtance than the brook 
Kidron. Which injunction, tho” 
Shimet at firſt received with great 
thankfulneſs and tokens of ſub- 
miſſion, was not long kept. Shi- 
mei, in about three years, ventured 
to ride to Gath. But Solomon, be- 
ing informed of this breach of his 
oath,” ordered Benaiah, upon his 
return, to put him to death: which 
was executed accordingly. 

S. Did Solomon do well in pro- 
ceeding thus againſt theſe men ? 

T. He thereby cut off the heads 
of the faction that were againſt 
him and his family, and ſecured 
the kingdom. | 

S. What did he do then? 

7. His next care was toſtrength- 
en his intereſt abroad. 

S. In what manner ? 

T. He ſought in marriage the 
daughter of Pharaoh | (Vaphres ) 
king of Egypt, that he might there- 
by gain a powerful ally in cafe of / 
neceſſity. 

He renewed his father's Aline 
with Hiram king of Jyre, and o- 
ther neighbouring ſtates, which 
had not been made tributaries to 
the ſceptre of Judah, whom he 
managed ſo dexterouſly, that he 
enjoyed a profound peace, and 
governed with an abſolute power 
all the dominions, from the river 
Euphrates on the eaft, to the land 
of the Philiſtines on the Mediter- 
ranean ſea on the weſt, and to the 
river Mile on the /outh, bordering 
on Egypt. He nevertheleſs being 
too wiſe to be deceived by his pre- 
ſent ſituation, provided himſelf a- 
gainſt all events, with all ſorts of 


warlike ammunition. 
S. What other inflances do you 
record of his wiſdom + 
2 F 7. His 
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T. His deciſion in that difficult 
claim of the two women for the 
child, which Solomon ordered to 
be cut in two, was the firſt in- 
ſtance of his deep penetration. But 
I might as well pretend to number 
the ſand of the ſea, as to relate all 


his wiſe actions and words. It 


may ſuffice to ſay, that he is al- 
lowed to have ſurpaſſed in learn- 
ing all the Orientals and Egyptians, 
people juſtly famed for their know- 


ledge in every uſeful ſcience. He 


has left examples of his ſkill in 
moral and natural philoſophy, in 
his Proverbs and Eccleſiaſtes. None 
of his muſical performances re- 
main, but his Song of Songs, and 
the 127th pſalm. And his writings 
concerning animals and plants, 
were loft in the Balyloniſb capti- 
vie. 

5 What was Solomon's next 
care? 

T. To regulate and ſettle the 
officers of his court and civil liſt. 

S. Who were they ? 

T. Zabud theſonof Nathan, was 
his prime miniſter; Elthoreph Aza- 
riah, grandſon of Zadockand Akiah, 
were ſecretaries of ſlate ; Zadock, 
high-prieft; Abiſhar was lord- 


chamberlain ; Adoniram was lord- 


treaſurer, and Azariah, the ſon 


of Nathan, was over twelve of- 
ficers, which provided victuals for 
the king and his houſhold. 

§. Did he take no thought a- 


bout building a temple for the 


Lord? 


T. Yes: being ſettled at home, 


apd reſpected abroad, he agreed 
with Hiram for a ſufficient quan- 


tity of cedar wood, and fir or pine- 


trees, and for a number of Sidonian 


for the conſideration of 20,006 
meaſures of wheat, and 20 mea- 
ſures of pure oil by the year. 

S. Where had Hiram ſo much 
timber ? 

T. On mount Lebanon. 

S. How did they get the tim- 
ber, &c, to Feruſalem £ 

T. It was brought by ſea on 
floats to the harbour of Foppa, and 
carried from thence to Feruſalem, 
by land. 

S. What number of men were 
employed on mount Lebanon? 

T. There were 30, ooo, under 
the inſpection of Adoniram, the 
lord treaſurer of his houſhold; who, 
beſides Hiram's workmen, cut 
down the trees; and Sslomon em- 
ployed 70,000 more to carry away 
what Hiram's workmen had hew- 
ed. 

S. Where did he provide ffone 
for the temple ? | 
T. Near Gabala, on the ſame 
coaſt with Tyre. 

S. Did Solomon agree in the ſame 
manner with Hiram for ſtones, as 
he had done for the timber ? 

T. I apprehend it was one a- 
greement for both: for Hiram's 
ſubjects the Giblites, or inhabitants 
of Gabala prepared the ſtones to 
build the temple; though Solomon 


had 80, ooo hewers of ſtone, be- 


ſides thoſe that Hiram employed. 

S. How were all theſe works 
men ſurveyed ? 

T. By 3300 rulers, beſides RI 
chief officers. 

S. Who was the chief work- 
man ? 
T. One Hiram, a Tyrian, whoſe 
mother was of the tribe of Dan. 

S. When did Solomon lay the 


workmen to hew the timber, &c. foundation of the temple? 


T7 


T. In the 4th year of his reign, 
and 2d month. A. H. 2992. 

S. Where? 

. On maunt Afrriah, in the 
threſhing-floor of Araunah the Je- 
buſite ; and where Abraham would 
have ſacrificed his fon aac. 

S. How long was it in building ? 

T. Seven years and a half. 

S. I have been told that neither 
hammer nor ax, nor any to2l of iron 
was heard in it during all the time 
that it was building. | 

T. It is ſo recorded: Yet this 
does not mean that word and fone 
could be wrought without tools and 
noiſe ; but that the materials had 


been prepared and adjuſted with 


ſuch art and dexterity, that, after 
they were brought to mount Mo- 


riab, there was no more to be done 


than to put them together with 


care. And wherever any blemiſh 


had eſcaped the artiſt, it was poliſh- 


ed with the ftone Smiris or Samir, 


as it is ſometimes corruptly written. 
S. Who prepared the furniture 
for the temple ? | 
T. It conſiſted of gold, filver, 
fine tapeſtry and embroidery, de- 
ſigned and finiſhed under the direc- 
tion of the architect Hiram. 
8. What were the dimenſions of 
this temple? | 
T. That you will beſt underſtand 
dy ſeeing the proſpect and gioung- 
plot with a proper ſcale, with which 


I ere preſent you. Here you may 


however obſerve, that it conſiſted 
of ſeveral courts and buildings, 
which made a true ſquare of 1460 
feet exactly facing the E. IF. N. 


and G. And the ſoundation being 


laid at the bottom of the mount, 
the ſides were about 608 feet high, 
before they were caiſed to-the level 
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of the temple. There were 180, ooo 
workmenemployed in this ſtructure 
for ſeven years and an half, The 
ground-plot meaſured 600 cubits - 
very way ſquare, which was in- 
cloſed with a wall fix cubits high, 
and {ix cubits broad. Within it 
were a court of fifty cubits wide, 
called the court of the Gentiles, and 
ſeveral buildings for different uſes, 
ſurrounded with cloyſters, and ſup- 
ported with marble pillars. The 
court of the Iſraelites was ſeparated 
from the Gentiles by a wall of 500 
cubits ſquare, was paved with mar- 
ble of diverſe colours, and had a 
gate on each fide, with an aſcent 
of ſeven ſteps. - Within this was the 
court of the prieſts, whoſe wallwas 200 
cubits ſquare. In this court, which 
was 100 cubits ſquare, there were 
plazzasandapartments for the prieſts 
that attended the ſervice of the tem- 
ple. It had three gates only to the 
E. N. and S. to which they ap- 
proached by eight ſteps. All theſe 
courts were open at top. 

In the Hfraelites court was the 
king's throne, oppoſite to the gate 
of the prieſts court. In the pri/is 
court was the altar of burnt-offer- 
ing, With ten brazen lavers, and a 
ſea of braſs ſupported by 12 oxen. 

From the weſt fide of this altar 


they aſcended by 12 ſteps unto the 


porch of the temple, which was 12 
Cubits long, 20 broad, ſupported by 


the pillars' Fachin and Boaz, and 


had a gate 12 cubits wide, Through 
this they paſſed into the ſandtuary, 


or nave of the temple, which was 


40 cubits long, and 20 broad, and 


was furniſhed with the altar of in- 


cenſe, the table of ſhew-bread, and 
ten golden candlefticks. The ſanctu- 
ary led into the holy of halies, which 
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The Dedication of the Temple by SoLomon. 2a 


was 20 Cubits ſquare, Here ſtood 
the ark of the covenant, containing 
the two tables of God's command- 
ments, and adorned with four che- 
rubims, 

The temple had two ſtories, but 
what was ſtrictly ſo called meaſured 
no more than 150 feet in length, 
and 105 feet in breadth from out 
to out. But there were 30 cells 
or little houſes round about it, whoſe 
tops reached no higher than the firſt 
ſtory. The upper ſtory was quite 
clear without, and was one large 
room, which reached over the holy 
of holies alſo, Which ſome with 
great probability ſuppoſe to be the 
upper chamber, in which the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcended upon the apoſtles in 
a viſible manner. For as this room 
was appropriated to the pious laity 
of all ſtates, to come and pay their 
devotions to God, what could hin- 
der the diſciples of Jeſus to be there 
with other Fews, when the temple 
was full of Fews of all nations, ce- 
lebrating the feaſt of Pentecaſt? 

S. When was this temple dedi- 
cated to God ? 

T. Not till the next year, ſeven 
days before the feaſ of tabernacles ; 
and it continued 14 days. 

S. In what manner? 

T. Solomon ſummoned all the el- 
ders of Iſrael, all the heads of tribes, 
and the principal perſons of every 
family to attend the dedication; in 
whoſe preſence the prieſts, attended 
by the king and all his court, brought 
the ark of the covenant from Zion, 
where David had repolited it, and 
placed it in the holy of holies in the 
temple. | Upon which, the divine 
Schechinab Seeded with great glory 
within the holy place, which teſti- 
a God's approbation of the work, 


W 
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and his divine preſence there, and 
obliged the high prieft to come out. 
Then Solomon, when he ſaw that 
God took poſſeſſion of his houſe in 
ſo viſible a manner, bleſſed the 


congregation, and pray'd to the Al- 


mighty that he would bleſs him and 
his poſterity, and all thoſe that 
ſhould ſacrifice in, or pray towards 
that holy temple; and to puniſh 
thoſe that ſhould defile it: And 
then concluded with ſacrifices. On 
which occaſion God again accepted 
of the houſe Solomon had built to his 
name, by ſending fire from heaven 
to conſume the burnt effrings, 2 
Chron. vii. I. 

S. Did God appear to Solomon 
after this ? 

7. Ves: He appeared to him in 
a dream, and having declared. his 
ſatisfaction in all that he had done 
in reference to that holy temple, 
promiſed not only to do all that he 
deſired for that place of worſhip, 
but that he would be with him and 
his poſterity for ever ; if they would 
walk in his ways, Ren do his com- 
mandments: But if they ſhould 
depart from his ſervice, and follow 
after ſtrange gods, that he would 
make them miſerable, and a re- 
proach among all people. 

S. Did Solomon build any ediſices 
beſide the temple ? 

T. He built a palace for bimſelk, 
another for his Egyptian queen, and 
a royal country palace for his ſum- 
mer reſidence, which he called 
houſe of thy foreſt of Lebanon ; ſo call- 
ed, becauſe ſituate on. a w 
mount ſome what reſembling Leba- 


non, He alſo rebuilt and fortified * 


ſeveral cities; built the walls of 
Feruſalem, and Ae the ſenate- 


houſe. 
§. How 
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S. How long were theſe in build- 

T. Thirteen years. 

S. What cities did he repair and 
fortify ? 

T. Hazor, Megiddo, the two 
Beth Horons, Baalah and Tadmor in 
the wilderneſs of Syria, and Gezer, 
which the king of Egypt had taken 
from the Canaanites, and given in 
dowry with his daughter; and all 
the other cities, where he laid up 
magazines of corn. wine and oil. 

S. How came Solamon to build a 
city in that wilderneſs? 

T. It was a commodious ſitua- 
tion to cut off all commerce between 
the Syrians and Meſopotamians, and 
to prevent their caballing and con- 
ſpiring together againſt him, as they 
had done agzinſt his father David. 
This city is the Palmyra of the 
Greeks, ſituate upon the borders of 
Arabia Deſerta, inclining towards 
the Euphrates, If we may gueſs by 
the ruins, this city was one of the 
fineſt and moſt magnificent in the 
Ea: which makes it very ſur- 
prizing, that we have no account 

hiſtory, either when, or by 
whom it has been deftroy'd, Its 
preſent ſtate is to be found in the 
Philoſophical Tranſactions for Oe- 
zcber 1695. Wy 

S. Did Salomon meet with no 
Hoſtilities from the remnant of the 
Canaanites 2 
T. It is very probable that he 
did. For, we find him attacking 
the Hittites, Hrivites, Amorites and 
Perixxites; whom he ſubdued, and 
alſo condemned to perpetual drud- 
gery and ſervile labour in his build- 
ings. Theſe were ' therefore the 
men employed in cutting down the 
wood, and hewing the ſtones, as 
mentioned above. py 
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S. How did Solomon raiſe money 
for theſe expenſive works ? 

T. He cultivated trade and navi- 
gation 3 and by that means enrich- 
ed his ſubjects and himſelf alſo: 
For, in one voyage to Opbir, his 
fleet brought him home neat profit 


430 talents of gold, with many o- 


ther goodsof great value and curious 
workmanſhip. And at laſt he be- 
came one of the richeſt, and moſt 
magnificent princes on earth. 

8. Where were his ſea-ports ? 

T. They were Elam and Ezion- 
Geber in the Red-ſea. Of which 
ports nothing now remains but a 
tower, in which reſides a gover- 
nour, who is ſubject to the gover- 
nour of Grand Cairo. 

S. Who ditected him in this 
ſcheme ? 4 

T. He went to theſe ports in per- 
fon, and being aſſiſted with wood 
from Hiram, he built ſeveral ſhips 
there, improved the art of naviga 
tian; and, to encourage his ſubjects 
in trade, he himſelf turned mer- 
chant, | 

S. Did the Jews continue this 
profitable traffickæ after Solomon's 
death? 

T. For three generations; when 
in the days of Aua theſe ports fell 
into the hands of the Syrians. 

S. Wherein did Solomon's riches 
and magnificence appear? 

T. His annual revenue amounted 
to 666 talents of gold, beſide the tri- 


butes of kings and nations ſubject 


to him, the taxes of his own peo- 
ple, the cuſtoms of the merchan- 


de, and the rich preſents ſent to 


him from all quarters. This may 
ſerve as a fpecimen of his riches. 
And what could be more expreſſive 
of hits magnificence than the furnitu . 


of his palaces, the grandeur of his 
court, the number of his guards, 
the veſſels of his table, the ſump- 
tuouſneſs of his proviſions, his gol- 
den bucklers, ivory palace, &? 

S. How was Solomon reſpected? 

T. The greateſt men of the age 
were ambitious to ſee his face, and 
hear his wiſdom. And at laſt the 
queen of Sheba, a kingdom in the 
ſouth part of Arabia the Happy, came 
with a great retinue, and rich pre- 
ſents of gold, ſpices and precious 
ſtones, to know the certainty of 
the report of his wiſdom, concerning 
the name of the Lord; and of his 
grandeur ; which being found to ex- 
ceed by much all that ſhe had heard, 
ſhe returned well ſatisfſied with her 
viſit, This queen was deſcended 
from Abraham, by his wife Returah, 
one of whoſe ſons begat Sheba, who 
founded this country. 

8." Did Solomon preſerve his cha- 
racter ? 

7. For fome time {/rae] flou- 
riſhed, and was in the zenith of its 
glory and ſplendor, till Solomon by 


ſn forfeited the protection and /avour 


cf God, to which alone are owing 
the blefings and poſſeſſions of this 


world. 


S. What was Solomon's tranſ- 
greſſion? 

T. He gave way to his loſe and 
ungovernable paſſions ; ſo that at 
one time he kept 700 wives, and 
three hundred concutunes, all deſcend- 
ed of idolatrous nations; who in his 


old age ſeduced him to the worſhip,or . 


at leaſt to permit the worſhipof idols. 
F. 4 75 God puniſh him for 
this aps 
7 7 fe A a prophet to tell him, 
that he would rend his kingdom, 
. leave only the one tribe of Ju- 
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dah to his ſon ; and that one of his 
ſervants ſhould ſucceed him in the 
other partof the government. This 
is the fatal period of Solomon's per- 
ſonal calamities, and of the declen- 
fon of the Fewihh ſtate. 

S. Who was that ſervant ? 

Jeroboam, the ſon of Neat, 
the everſeer of his buildings, and chier 
ruler in the houſe of Joſeph, or tribes 
of Ephraim and Manaſſeb. He was 
a bold, enterprizing man, and of 
great ability And tho! far from 
being religious, God thought him 
a proper inſtrument by which he 
might ſcourge ungrateful Solomen. 

S. How did God raiſe Ferobaam 
up againſt his maſter ? 


T. He ſent the prophet Hijab 


to let him know of his appointment 


of him to fucceed Solomon in the go- 


vernment of ten tribes. 


S. How did Fercboam receive this 


meſlage ? 

T. He was fo elevated there- 
with, that he began, even before 
Solomon's death, to ſtir up the peo- 
ple to revolt. But not finding 
himſelf able to cope with Solamon's 
intereſt ; and that the king was re- 
ſolved to ſeize on him, he fled to 
Sliſbak, king of Egypt, where he 
continued till the death of Solomen, 
which happened ſoon after. 

S. Did God give no immediate 
tokens of his anger ? 

T. Yes: He raiſed up ſeveral 
enemies to the diſturbance. of that 
general peace he hadenjoy'd while he 
obey'd God and kept his command- 


ments. There was Hadad, ol the 


blood royal of 1dumea. This prince 


had —— the ſword of Joab, was 


protected by Pharaoh, king of B- 
gypt, and married his ſiſter Tephneh. 
He now inyades Solomon, and reco- 
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vered his own kingdom. Then with Hadad to diſtreſs Solomon, 


Salomon loſt Damaſcus to Rezon, a 


_ deſperate deſerter from the king of 


Zebab. This man had lived many 
years by robbery and plunder; but 
now ſeizes on Damaſcus, takes the 
title of king of Syria, and united 
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S. How long did Solomon reign ? 

T. Forty years, and was about 
58 when he died. 

S. Where was he buried! E 

T. In thecity of David, or 88 
ruſalem. 


H A P. VIII. 
JzRoBOAM ſucceeds SOLOMON, by the Choice of the People of 


Iſrael; and REHoBOAM was choſen to reign in Judah. IE“E 
- ROBOAM /educeth Iſrael to 1dolatry with a golden Calf. The 


Prophecy concerning Jos1as. 


The Death of AB1Jan, IE Ro- 


The Prieſts and Levites retire io Rehoboam. 


REnoBoam falls alſo into idolatry; and is puniſhed by the Inva- 


fon of Sulisn ax, King of Egypt. 


He dies, and is ſucceeded by 


his ſon AB1Jam, wwho made War with JEROBOAM with great 


Succeſs. 


. *warred with Succeſs againſt the King of Cuſh. The De 


He dies, and is ſucceedid by bis Son Asa, . who 


De. at h of 


TJzroBOAM, who was ſucceeded by bis Son NADAB.. BAASHA 


raiſed to the Throne of Iſrael. 
Judah. 
Death of BAASRA. 


. W HAT number of children 


did Solomon leave oy ſo 
many women ? 

T. The ſcripture records no more 
than his ſon Rehoboam, and two 
daughters. Rehoabcam was the ſon 
of Naamah, an Ammeniteſs by birth, 
and, being born in the firſt year of 
his father's reign, was about 41 at 
Solomon's death. 

S. Who ſucceeded Solomon ? 

T. Had Solomon perform'd his pro- 
miſetotheLord,and walk'd inGod's 
commands, there is no doubt but his 
fan would have ſucceeded him with- 
out oppoſition. But you have heard 
that God had reſolved and declared, 
That a ſervant ſhould be his ſucceſ- 


His Wars with Asa, King of 


As A'“ Defeat, Sickneſs, Death and Burial, The 


ſor over ten of the twelve tribes ; 
becauſe he had follow'd after ſtrange 
gods, And God's word faileth 
not, Wherefore, as there can be 
no reſiſting, nor council againſt 
the Lord; Solomon was no ſooner 
dead, than a meſſenger was diſ- 
patched privately from the male- 
contents to Feroboam in Egypt; 
while others perſuaded Rehoboam to 
leave Feruſalem, where David's fa- 
mily was moſt regarded, and to 
meet the chiefs of the kingdom at 
the diſaffected city of Sheehem,_ | in 
the tribe of Ephraim; where, in- 


ſtead of proclaiming him king, as 


he expected, he found himſelf in 


the power of a factious aſſembly, 


with 
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with Ferobzam at their head, de- 
manding a repeal of thoſe taxes, 


which Solamon had impoſed upon 


them for his buildings, expences of 
his family, and maintenance of his 
chariots and horſes, before they 


would recognize him their king, 


Rehabzam, who was an unſkilful and 
imprudent man, did not only refuſe 
to redreſs their grievances; but by 
the imprudent advice of his young 
politicians, and againſt the counſel 
of his father's old ſtateſmen, he told 
them that he would increaſe their 
burdens, This declaration deter- 
mined the complainants to throw 
off their allegiance to the houſe of 
David, and to declare for Feraboam, 
the ſon of Nebat ; who was after- 
wards recognized by ten tribes, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord; 


only the tribes of Judah and Ben- 


jamin, who were, as it were, in- 


corporated with them, ſubmit- 
ted to Rehoboam, So that Jero- 
boam erected the kingdom of / 
rael, and Rehoboam the kingdom of 
Judah, out of that great and goodly 
kingdom, which before was called 
only the kingdom of Iſrael. 

S. What did Rehoboam when he 
heard of their revolt ? 

T. He imprudently took ano- 
ther falſe ſtep, by ſending his trea- 
ſurer, or colleQor of the tributes, 
Adoram, to appeaſe them with a 
promiſe of redreſs ; but they looked 
upon ſuch a meſſenger as the great- 
eſt inſult, and ſtoned him to death. 
Rehabecam no ſooner was informed 
of this outrage, than he wiſely haſt- 
ened to his chariot, and fled to Je- 
ruſalem. By which means he ſe- 
cured himſelf from their fury, 2nd 
the two tribes of Judah and Benja- 
min to his intereſt. c 


S. Did not Rehoboam ſeek his 
right to the whole ſucceſſion by 
force of arms ? 

7. Yes: For he with all expedi- 
tion raiſed an army of 180,000 
choſen men, and marched againſt 
Ferobaam. But being admoniſhed 
by the prophet Shemiah, in the 
name of the Lord, to deſiſt from 
attempting to recover what God had 
divided, he diſbanded his army, and 
returned home. Nevertheleſs he 
provided for his own ſecurity againſt 
all events, by repairing and fortify- 
ing his frontier towns, building ſe- 
veral ſtrong holds in the heart of 
his country, in which he kept good 
garriſons ; and, by erecting ſeveral 
magazines of ammunition and pro- 
viſions, which might be ready on 


all occaſions. 


S. How did Feraboam rule his 
new kingdom ? 

T. His chief care was to gain his 
ſubjects affections, and to do all in 
his power to widen the breach be- 
tween the two kingdoms. 


S. In what manner did he do | 


this ? 


T. He enlarged and beautified 


Shechem, and made it a royal city; 


and, when his intereſt was confirm» + 


ed there, he paſſed Jordan, repaired 
Penuel, and ſecured the affections 
of the two tribes and half by his 
reſidence there likewiſe. —But his 
greateſt policy was bis invention to 
prevent his ſubjects going up to Je- 
ruſalem thrice in the year, according 
to the Jaw of Moſes, which be fore- 
ſaw might be a means to carry them 


back to their allegiance to the houſe - 


of David. | 
S. How did Jerobeam contrive 


this ? "7 


T. He appointed other places of 
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worſhip; ſet up a golden calf at Be- 
thel, in the ſouthern ; and another 

at Dan, in the northern parts of his 
dominions; and, telling the people 
that theſe idols were their gods, to 
whom only their religious worſhip 
was due, he, by his ſole authority, 
releaſed them from the obligation 
of the law to go to Jeruſalem on 
that account. And becauſe the 
prizfts and Levites refuſed to tempo- 
Tize with his new model, he baniſh- 
ed them, ſeized on their poſſeſſions; 
advanced others, without any diſ- 
tinction of tribe, to offer in their 
ſtead ; and, to give a greater ſanc- 
tion to this innovation, he himſelf 
did ſometimes officate in the prieſts 
ofnce. 

S. Did not God puniſh him for 
this ? 

T. He was a ſcourge in the hand 
of God; and therefore was per- 
mitted, for the fins of both the king 
and pe -ople, to do theſe things. But 
God ſhew'd his abhorrence of his 
uſurpation of the prieſt's office, by 
a prophet, who on the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles, which Fercboam, in op- 
poſition to the law, had appointed 
to be celebrated at Bethel, on the 
15th day of the 8th month, inſtead 
of the 15th of the 7th month, came 
from Judab, and told him that it 
ſhould come to paſs that one Fofzas, 
a child of the houſe of David, ſhould 
pollute that altar, which immediate- 
Iy ſplit at his command, to confirm 

the truth of his prediction. 
S8. What ſaid Feroboam to this 
free ſpeech? 

T. He grew very warm, or- 
dered the prophet to be ſeized ; but 
ſtretching out his hand with that 
intention, his arm grew ſo ſtiff, that 
he could not pull it back again, till 
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he had confeſſed his ſin, and God 
was intreated by the Prophet to re- 
ſtore his hand. 

S, Who was this prophet ? 

T. Authors are not agreed as to 
the perſon ; but ſcripture records a 
moſt remarkable account of him. 
His commiſſion was neither to eat, 
nor to drink with the people of Be- 
thel. The prophet therefore reject- 
ed Jereboam's invitation to dinner. 
But, being overtaken in his return 


by an old prophet that dwelt at 


Bethel, he ſuffered himſelf to be 
deceived, under a pretence of a 
freſh revelation to the old prophet, 
countermanding the poſitive divine 
injunction, and was intreated to go 
back, and to eat and to drink at his 
houſe. So that in his return from 
thence he was killed by a lion in 
the way, which neither tore his 
body, nor injured his afs. | 

S. What became of his body? 

T. The news hereof was brought 
to the old prophet, who huried him 
in his own ſepulchre; and gave di- 
rection for himſelf to be laid in a 
place contiguous to him. 

S. How long was this prophecy 
before "Zoſias was born ? 

T. Above three hundred and 
forty years. 

S. Could it not be the prophet 
Ahijab, whom God ſent to toretel 
the kingdom to him ? 

T. No: Becauſe you hear this 
prophet was killed immediately 
whereas we read of the prophet A- 
hyjah afterwards diſcovering Fero- 
boam's queen in diſguiſe, upbraiding 
Jer oboam's ingratitude and apoſtacy ; 
foretelling the death of his child, 
and the extirpation of his race, and 
threatning ſevere judgments upon 


ſjracl, 
8. Why 


C 


Of REnopoam, AB1JaM and ASA. 231 


S, Why did ſhe go to the pro- 
phet ? IF 
7. Her child Abjah was dange- 


roufly ill, and ſhe went to enquire 


the event, 

S. How did Ahjah know her? 

T. By divine revelation. 

S. Did the child die? 

T. Yes; as the queen returned, 
and entered the threſhold of the 
door, the child yielded up the ghoſt, 

S. Did not this awaken and re- 
form the king? 

T. He ſtill perſiſted in his idola- 
try. 

S. What became of the prieſis 
and Levites baniſhed by Feroboam ? 

T. They withdrew to Rehoboam, 
by which he acquired a conſidera- 
ble addition of ſtrength. 

S. Did Rehoboam continue ſted- 
faſt in the law of the Lord? 

7. For three years he kept up 
the true worſhip of God at Fernſa- 
lem. When, thinking himſelf ſe- 
cure, he pulled off the maſk, and 
being joined by his ſubjects in his 
idolatries, they ſet up emages and 
groves upon every hill, and under 
every green tree; where they com- 
mitted the deteſtable fin of S2dom, 
and all the obſcenities and wicked- 
neſſes, for which the ancient Ca- 
naanites had been expelled. — Thus 
the kingdoms of Iſrael and Fadah 
fell from the worſhip of the true 
God into the groſſeſt idolatries. 

S. Did not God puniſh Rehobo- 
am? 

T. He raiſed up Shiſha, king of 
Eeypt, to invade him with a nu- 
merous army, who ravaged his 
country, took his fortified towns, 
entered Jeruſalem without oppoſi- 
tion, and plundered the temple and 
royal treaſury. So that from this 


time his guards had only brazen 
fields, which were made of gold in 
S-lomon's reign 3 and reduced the 
whole ſtate to very great poverty. 


S. Did Rehoboam retrieve this 


loſs? 


T. It does not appear that he 
did; for there is nothing more re- 
corded of him, but that he reign'd 
twelve years; and had perpetual 
ſkirmiſhes with Jeroboam, on the 
borders of their kingdoms. 

S. What age was Rehoboam at 
his death? 

T. Fifty- eight. And was bu- 
ried in the city of David. 

S. What family had he? 

T. Eighteen wives, ſixty con- 
cubines, 28 ſons, and 60 daugh- 
ters. 

S. Who ſucceeded him? 

T. His ſon Abijam, who was the 


eldeſt by his favourite wife Maacah. 


He was of an active and martial 
ſpirit, 

S. How did he ſhew it? 

T. He was no ſooner ſettled on 
the throne, than he reſolved to re- 
cover the ten tribes from Jeroboam. 
For which purpoſe he raiſed 400,000 
men, and marched againſt Jerobo- 
am, who had aſſembled 800,000 
in his own defence. The two armies 
were now fo near, that a battle 
muſt enſue : But Abijam, willing to 
ſave the ſpilling of ſo much blood, 
demanded a parley ; and, getting 
on an eminence, expoſtulated with 


the Iſraelitiſb army in ſuch moving 


terms, as not to be equalled by the 
beſt orations on the like accaſion. 
Which ſpeech is at large in 2 Chron. 
xiii. 4, Sc. He expoſtulated with 
them of their unjuſt revolt from his 
family. He urged his right from 
God's promiſe to David. - And he 
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concluded with a reflection on Je- 
robaam's idolatry, and a declaration 
of his own intentions to ſerve God 
in the manner he had commanded 
in the law; inferring from thence 
his expectance of divine aſſiſtance. 
— This pricked Feroboam to the 
heart, who detached a number of 
his men to cut off Abijam's retreat. 
But as ſoon as the men of Judah 
perceived it, having addreſſed them- 
ſelves to God in prayer, the prieſts 
ſounded the alarm with their trum- 
pets, and the ſoldiers began the at- 
tack with a great ſhout, and ſo fu- 
Tiouſly, that they would give no 
quarter; and, having ſlain 509,000 
Tfraelites, Feroboam was obliged to 
ſecure the remainder of his army 
by flight. 

S. Did Abijam purſue him? 

T. Tes: And he ſeized upon 
many of his ſtrong cities, among 
which was Bethel, one of his places 
of worſhip; and he ſo weakened 
Feroboam, that he was never more 
able to make head againſt him. 

S. Did Abijam deſtroy the ido- 
latrous worſhip of the calf at Be- 
thel ? | 

T. No. 

S. Did he not urge his true wor- 
ſhip of the Living God, and blame 
"Feroboam's idolatry, in his ſpeech 


before the battle? 


T. Yes: But this appears to be 
no more than a pretence ; for tho' 
he pleaded his poſſeſſion of the tem- 
ple and prieſthood on that occaſion, 
it was only to ſerve a turn; be- 
cauſe we are well aſſured that he 
continued in the /in and idolatry of 
his father, I Kings xv. 3. 

S. How long did Abyam reign ? 

T. Only three years. He died a 
natural death, and was buried in 
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the royal ſepulchre in the city of 
David. 


S. Whoſucceeded Abyam ? 


T. His ſon Aſa; who came 
peaceably to the throne, and exem 


plified his piety and virtue, by re- 
forming the abuſes of God's wor- 
ſhip, breaking down the idols, de- 
ſtroy ing thoſe high places and altabs, 
where the wicked Sadomites, and i- 
dolatrous ſacriſicers frequented; and, 
by uling the regal authority to re- 
claim his ſubjects from thoſe abo- 


minations to the worſhip of the 


true God, according to the law of 
Moſes. Tho' this was not tho- 
roughly accompliſhed till his victo- 
ry over Zerab. n 

S. How long did he live in peace? 


T. Till he was invaded by Ze- - 


rab, king of Cuſh, (which was in 
Arabia Petræa, upon that point of 
the Eaſt ſhore of the Red. ſea, which 
inclines towards Egypt and Judæa) 
and not of Ethiopia properly ſo call- 
ed. This happened in the tenth or 
eleventh year of his reign. An in- 
vaſion deſigned utterly to extirpate 
the name of Fudah; for Zerah came 


upon him with an army of mercena- 


ries amounting to a thouſand thou- 


ſand men, and three hundred armed 


chariots. | 
S. Did Zerah ſubdue Judah? 

T. No: For Aſa had employed 
the time of Peace, not only in re- 
forming religion ; but in providing 
for his own and country's ſafety a- 
gainſt all events, by fortifying his 
frontier cities,- training up his ſub- 
jects in the art of war, and lay ing 


up great plenty of ammunition and 


warlike ſtores: So that upon the 
approach of Zerah, he marched a- 
gainſt him with a well diſciplined 


army of zoo, ooo choſen men of 


Ty 


aw ws | tbo Ot _Vwww tow « keg A wo wm. wo. „ os tn 


F 
a 
2 
ſ 
7 
F 
d 
t 


Of As A, NADAB and BA ASH A. | 233 


Fudah, armed with ſhields and 
pikes; and 200, ooo Benjamites, 
armed with ſhields and arrows; 
gave him battle; and, when in the 
beginning of the engagement, God 
ſtruck the enemies of Judah with a 
panick fear, he put them to flight, 
purſued them, ſpoiled their camp, 
drove off their cattle, ſmote the ci- 
ties that aſſiſted him, and returned 
to een in triumph. 

How did Aſa ſhew his thank- 
fulneſs to God for this favour ? 

T. He proceeded with rigour to 
finiſh the great work of reforma- 
tion, and ſpared not his own mo- 
ther Maacah, who was the great 
patroneſs of idolatry and, accord- 
ing to the vulgate, the high prigſteſs 
in the worſhip of Priapus; whom 
he removed from the dignity of a 
queen. He alſo immediately ap- 
pointed a general day of thankſgiv- 
ing ; on which he ſacrificed part of 
the ſpoil taken from Zerah ; and 
engaged his ſubjects to ſign a cove- 
nant with him, that whoever ſhould 
forſake the true worſhip of God 
ſhould be put to death, 

S. Did Ferob:am now reign in 
Iirael ? | 

T. No, Hedied in the ſecond 
year of Aſa, king of Judah. 

S. Who ſucceeded him? 

J. Nadab his ſon, who walked 
in the wicked ways of his father; 
and reigned but two years: 

S. By whom was he ſucceeded ? 

T. By Baaſha, the ſon of one 
Ahijah, who was of a family in the 
tribe of [/achar. 

S. How came this to paſs ? 

. Nadab warred with the Phi- 
lilines ; and while he laid ſiege to 
Gibbethon, Baaſha, his captain-ge- 
neral, conſpired againſt him, and 


ſlew him, and ſeized upon the go- 


vernment of Jſrae!, in the third 


year of Aſa, king of Judah, And 
he flew all the deſcendants of Jero- 


beam, and was king of Iſrael when 


Aſa diſcomfited the king of Cuſs, 
and reformed his ſubjects from ido- 
latry. 


S. How did Aſa and Baaſha a- 


gree ? 


T. Aſa confined his care to the 
religion and polity of his own na- 
tion, But as his reformation and 
zeal invited many religious Iraelites 
to remove to Feruſalem, Baaſha re- 


ſolved to prevent their revolt from. 


his dominion, by fortifying, and 


keeping a ſtrong garriſon at Ra- 
mah, a town in the tribe of Benja- 


min, which was ſo conveniently ſi- 
tuate, that it could cut off all com- 
munication between his people and 
Jeruſalem. This ſtep was ſoon 
diſcovered by Aſa, who, reſolving 
to give him a diverſion, hires Ben- 
hadad, the king of Syria, with a 
large ſum of gold and filver, taken 


out of the temple, and other rich 
preſents, to attack Baaſha on his 


ſide; and at the ſame time Aſa aſ- 
ſaults the new works at Ramah, 
takes the fortreſs, and carried off as 
many materials, as enabled him to 
build Gebah and Miſpeb, two ci- 
ties in his own dominions. Theſe 
two Kings were never more recon- 
ciled. 

S. Did God go out with A4/a's 
army at this time, as he had viſi- 
bly done, when he attacked th 


king of Cuſb? 


T. No: On the contrary, it is 
certain that God was ſore diſpleaſed 


with Aſa, not for taking Ramah, 


and deſtroying Baaſha's evil inten- 
tion; but becauſe he, by bribing 


Benladad, 


. 
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Benbadad, ſhewed a diſtruſt in 
God, who had appeared wonderfully 
in his defence againſt an enemy 
much more powerful than Baaſba, 
and had promifed him his protec- 
tion at all times, and ſucceſs in all 
his undertakings, if he would but 
adhere to his ſervice. He alſo ſin- 
ned in ftripping the temple of its 
treaſure, to bribe a heathen prince 
to come to his aſſiſtance, where 
there was no neceſſity. 

S. How did God ſhew his dif- 
pleaſure to A/a © 

T. He declared it to himſelf by 
the prophet Hanani. 

S. How did Aſa receive God's 
reproof ? 

T. Not with a religious ſubm iſ- 
ſion; but he ordered the prophet to 
be put in chains ; and perſecuted 
all thoſe that appeared in the pro- 
phet's favour. Which change of 


behaviour towards God's people, is, 


however, not attributed to any a- 


poſtacy or irreligicn, but rather to 


Aſa's diſtemper. 


— 
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S. What was his diſeaſe? 

T. It is thought to be the gent, 
which made him very peeviſh, and 
paſſionate, and uneaſy with thoſe 
that were about him; and might 
give ſome of his evil counſellors an 
opportunity to perſuade him to do 
this thing, ſo contrary to all his 
former actions. 

S. How long did he reign? 

T. He died of the gout in the one 
end fortieth year of his reign. 

S, Where was he buried? 

7 His bones and aſhes were de- 
polited in a ſepulchre, which he 
had provided for himſelf in the city 
of David; but he ordered his body 
to be burned with a great quantity 
of perfumes and ſpices, according 
to the manner of the Gentiles: Of 
which the Greeks and R-mans fur- 
niſh us with many examples. 

S. How long did Baaſba reign 
over Iſrael ? h 

T. Twenty-four years. He died, 
and was buried at Tirzah. 
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Tee Death of IE HOsROPRHATr. 


The Character of his Sen Tenor am, and bis Death. Exr- 
SHA*S Travels, &c. during ſeven Years Famine, The Murder 


of JeHoRAM, King of Iirael 
Judah, % JIERu. 8 


S. N whom was Baaſba ſuc- 


ceeded ? 
T. By his profligate ſon Elah ; 
who, in the ſecond year of his 


reign, was aſſaſſinated, as he was 


carouſing in his ſteward's houſe, by 
a captain of horſe, one Zimri, an 
idolater alſo, who thought to ſecure 
the kingdom to himſelf by killing 
all Baaſba's kinsfolks and friends. 

S. How long did Zimri hold the 
reizns of the Tſraziitih govern- 
ment? | 

T. Only ſeven days : For he not 
having ſecured the army to his in- 
tereſt; they proclainied their gene- 
tal Omri, before the walls of G:þ- 
b-thon,- againſt which they at that 
time were alſo fighting. Then 
Omri decamped, and marched im- 
mediately, and beſieged Tirzah, 
where Zimri was, and took it. 

S. Did he take Zimri? 

T. No: For as ſoon as Zimri 
ſaw that the city was taken, he re- 
tired into the palace, ſet it on fire, 
and periſhed in the flames; chuſing 
rather to die ſo, than to fall into 
the hands of Omri, and to be 
brought to a ſhameful death. 

8. Did the people recognize the 
army's election of Omri? 

T. One half did: But the other 


half ſet up one Tibnt, the ſon of 


Ginath. Hence enſued a civil war 
for four years, which ended with 
the death of Tibni, which fell out 
in the 23d year of Aſa, king of 
Fudah, And by this event, Omri 


and of AnhAzlan, King of 


reigned over all Jae! without a 
competitor. | 


bear ? 

T. He was worſe than all before 
him: For he not only made fla- 
tutes, or ſevere laws to reſtrain his 
ſubjects from going to worſhip at 
Feruſalem ; but he compelled them 
to worſhip the golden calves, and to 
practice other and more abominable 


idolatries than Feroboam had intro- 


duced. 

S. Where did he reſide ? 

T. He did not rebuild the palace 
at Tirzah; but he bought a piece 
of groundofone Shemer, on which he 
built a royal palace, and reſided, This 
ina ſhort time increaſed into a city, 
and was called Shomeron in Hebrew 
from Shemer; but the Greeks named 


it Samaria, The kings of Jſrael 


made it their capital, and place of 
conſtant reſidence, and omitted no- 
thing to make it as ſtrong, fine and 


rich as poſſible. But tho' at one 


time it was larger than Feruſalem, 
it now conſiſts only of a few poor 
cottages and convents, inhabited by 
Greek monks. | 

S. How long did he reign? 

T. Twelve years, He died, and 
was buried in Samara. 

S. By whom was Omri ſucceed- 
ed? | 

T. By his ſon Ahab. 

S. Did Aſa yet reign in Fudah ? 
* Ahab gong ts the throne of 
Iſrael in the 38th year of Aja. 

a 


S. What character does Omri 
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S. Who reign'd in Judah after 
the death of Ca? 

T. His ſon Fehoſhaphat, who 
came to the crown at the age of 35. 

S. Who was king of Vrael at 
that time ? 

T. Ahab. 

S. Was Ahab as idolatrous and 
wicked as his predeceſſors in Hrael? 

T. He was worſe. He married 
Fezebel, a daughter of Ethbaal, 
the heathen king of the Sidonians; 
and with her he introduced the Si- 
donian idol worſhip of Baal, and 
built a temple to him in Samara; 
and made a grove for the practice 
of ſodomy, and other abominations, 

S. Was not God provoked by 
this to ſhew his diſpleaſure ? 

T. Yes: And he ſhew'd it in a 
moſt extraordinary manner by the 
mouth of his prophet Eljah the 
Tiſtbile, who came from Galilee, 
and told Ahab, that God had de- 
creed that there ſhould be neither 
rain nor dew upon the land with- 
in his dominions for the ſpace of 
three years and a half, (Fam. v. 


17.) by which means a famine muſt 


neceſſarily follow over all his coun- 
try, which came to paſs according- 


ly. 
; S. How did Abab receive this 
divine meſlage ? 

T. He would have ſeized on the 
prophet ; and, when he could not 
be found, Jezebel perſuaded him to 
wreek his vengeance on all the o- 
ther prophets, and ſervants of the 
true God. | 1 

S. How did Elijah eſcape his fury 
and enquiry ? 

T. God commanded him, that 
immediately upon delivering his 
meſſage, be ſhould flee and conceal 
himſelf on the banks of the brook 
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Cherith, an uninhabited place, and 
very probably, overgrown with 
ſhrubs and buſhes, on the ea/? of 
Jordan. Here he remained a whole 
year; and was miraculouſly fed 
twice every day, by the Ravens, 
who brought him Bread and Flaſb. 
But, when the water of the brook. 
was almoſt dried up, he was ad- 
moniſhed of God alſo to retire to 
Zarephtha, or Sarepta, or as it is 
now called Sarphan, which is about 
three hours travel from Sidon, with 
a promiſe of ſecurity, and ſupport 
from a widow of that place. The 
famine had reached this country 
alſo, and when the prophet arrived 
near the place appointed, he met 
the very widow woman, gatherin 

a few ſticks to make a hre to bake 
a ſmall cake for herſelf and ſon. 
He, by divine inſtinct, begs of this 
poor widow, a little water, and a 
morſe] of bread ; and when ſhe 
proteſted ſolemnly, that her whole 
ſubſiſtance was reduced to a hand- 
ful of Flour in a barrel, and a little 
Oil in a cruſe ; and that ſhe was 
even then preparing to make it into 
a cake for herſelf and child, that 
they might eat and die ; he encou- 
raged her to receive him under her 
care, by a promiſe, that her Flour 
and Oil ſhould not decreaſe, ſo long 
as the famine laſted. She believed, 
and found his promiſe to be true : 
and he abode with her two Years ; 
during which time, God permitted 
the widow's ſon to die, that his 
ſervant Elijah might have an op- 
portunity to confirm his hoſteſs of 
his divine miſſion, by raiſing him 
again to life. God, who always 
in the midſt of judgment, remem- 
bers mercy, intended to remove 
the famine; and therefore com- 

mand 


manded Elijah to return openly to 
Tfrael. In his way, he met one 

Bedaiab, a domeſtick of Ahad's, 
but a religious man, and a friend 
to thoſe, who were perſecuted for 
the true religion, whom Elijah 


engaged, with much intreaty, to 


introduce him to Ahab ; becauſe 
Ahab had ſworn vengeance againſt 
him. As ſoon as Ahab ſaw Eli- 
jab, he upbraided him with being 
the cauſe of the famine : but Eli- 
jah retorted it upon him, and his 
houſe, for departing from the com- 
mandments of God, and worſhip- 
ing Baalim and then offered to 
put the cauſe of God and true re- 
ligion to this iſſue: namely, that 
the prieſts of his idolatrous wor- 
ſhip, ſhould offer ſacrifices; and 
that he alſo would offer a bullock 
unto the Lord, and that the God, 
which ſhould anſwer, or conſume 
the ſacrifice by Fire, ſhould be 
worſhipped thence forward by all 
Iſrael. The propoſal was accepted 
by Ahab ; mount Carmel was the 
place appointed for the ſacrificing ; 
all Iſrael had notice thereof; 
eight-hundred and fifty idolatrous 
prophets. or prieſts united their 
force and ſkill, prepared their altar, 
and offered ſacrifices to Baal, and 
continued with a ftrong Farce e 
Devotion, to call upon their Gods, 
until the time of the evening-ſa- 
crifice ; when the day was half 


+ ſpent, without any anſwer by Fire, 


or otherwiſe. Then Elijab hav- 
ing mocked them, requeſted - the 
people's attention to what he was 
Pong to do in the name of the 

rd, built an altar, placed his 
facrifice thereon, and prayed that 
for the conviction and converſion 


of that people, he would ſend fire, 
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and conſume his ſacrifice : and the 


Lord heard his prayer ; fire came 
down from heaven, conſumed the 
burnt-ſacrifice, and the people de- 
clared their amazement and con- 
viction. Elijab took advantage of 
this fit of converſion and zeal, and 
propoſed the putting all the idola- 
trous prophets to death; which 
was readily executed by the popu- 
lace at the brook K;/hon. Then, 
addreſſing himſelf to Ahab, he pro- 
miſed him an abundance of rain, 
adviſed him to make hafte to Fez- 
reel, before it came, and by divine 
direction, he ran all the way he- 
fore the king's chariot, to ſatisfy 
him of his readineſs to do him all 


the honour imaginable, ſo that he 


would become a worſhipper of the 
true God. But Jezebel was fo en- 
raged at Elijah, for what was done 
to her prophets, that ſhe. vowed 
revenge, and ſent him word that 
his life, next day, ſhould certainly 
pay for theirs. Elijab, therefore, 
reſolved to retire out of Ahab's do- 
minions, and in his way diſmiſſed 
his ſervant at Beerſbeba, a town 
in the ſouthern part of Judah. 
Soon after, he purſued his journey 
to mount Horeb, in Arabia Pe- 
tra, through a pathleſs wilderneſs 


F for the ſpace of forty days and 


nights; with which he was ſo fa- 
tigued, and was ſo ill provided and 
hungry, that he laid himſelf down 
under a Juniper tree, ſick of the 
world, and deſirous to leave it. 
But God ſent him reſt, and an 
angel, who fed him, and enabled 
him to arrive at the mount of God. 
Elijab, in all probability, intended 
to ſpend the remainder of his life, 
in this retirement ; but God, who 
had great things for him to do, 

appeared 


. 
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appeared to him, in a remarkable 
viſion of @ ſmall ſlili Voice; aſſured 
him of his power and protection; 
told him, that there were oo in 
Jrael, who had not worſhipped 
Baal; and that he would take 
vengeance on the houſe of Ahab. 


For which end, he commanded 


him to return into his own coun- 
try, by the way of Damaſcus, and 
in his | Journey, to anoint Hazael, 
king of Syria; Jebu, king of 1/- 
rael; and Eliſba, his own \ ſucceſ- 
for in the Prophetic office, as pro- 
per inftruments in the hand of di- 
vine juſtice, to puniſh a diſobedient 
and wicked people. 

S. Did Elijah return, and do 
what God S ee! ? 

T. Hereturned ; butin wand 
to Damaſcus, finding Eliſba, he, 
as he paſſed by, caſt his mantle 
upon Ela, as he was at plow ; 
which Eliſha by divine inſtinct un- 
derftanding to be a call to the pro- 
pbetic miniſtry, ſettled his private 
affairs, and from thence forward 
followed the fortune of Elijab; 
who left the execution of the other 
parts of God's command, to be 
done by him at a more favourable 
opportunity. 

a §. Ke there any wars in Abab's 
ays ? 

T. Ves: Benhadad, king of Sy- 
ria, pretending an affronts. re- 
newed the war with 1/racl, which 
he bad formerly with advantage 
carried on againſt Baaſa, and pe 
netrated with a numerous 1 in- 
to the kingdom of I/rael. 

Ahab being in no condition 5 oy 
pulſe fuch a powerful invader, was 


glad to preſerve his grown, by 


ſubmitting to ſome very ignomi- 
nious terms, This lubmillon ſo 


2 ws 


inflamed Benhadad's inſolence, that 
he demanded all things to be im- 


meciately put into his hands: but 


as ſoon as the {ſraelites were in- 
formed thereof, they unanimouſly 
reſolved to Rand by their king, to 
the laſt extremity ; which reſolu- 
tion put the Syrian king into a 
great rage; fo that he inveſted the 
city of Samaria directly, though 
it had like to have proved bis own 


ruin. | 

S. How? 

T. God, who was highly pro- 
voked wich this proud Afjyrian, 
ſent a Prophet to direct bab, how 
he ſhould defend himſelf, and to 
aſſure him of victory; ſo that the 
Syrians were defeated, and Banba- 
dad with difficulty, elraped with 
his life. 

S. Did Benhadad never return 
againſt 1ſrael ? 

T. He returned the next year 
with equal force; but Ahab being 
pre- admoniſhed by a prophet, was 
now a match for him, marched 
out againſt. him, met them not far 
from Apheck, ſituate in Libanus up- 
on the river Adanis, which they 
had taken from the tribe of Aſher, 
gave them battle, and ſle an hun- 
dred-thouſand of them upon the 
ſpot. Benhadad thought to have 
ſound refuge in the city Aphect, 
but God's arm purſued them, and 
killed 27000 moxe of them by the 
fall of the walls of that city ; by 
which he was fo terrified, that he 
ſent ambaſſadors cloathed in ſack- 
ut cloth, and with ropes about their 
necks, to beg what terms of peace 
Abab wauld propoſe. | 
S. Did Ahab make peace with 
Benhadad ?. . 

7. He concluded a league with 


Ben- 
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Benhadad, only on condition, that 
all the country taken by the Syri- 
ans from Baaſba, ſhould be re- 
ſtored to Ihrael, and that Abab 
ſhould enjoy ſome privileges in 
Damaſcus, the capital of Benbadad, 
in token of his homage and ſub- 
jection. 

S. Was this league agreeable to 
that God, who had enabled him 
to defeat Benhadad ? 

T. No: for God immediately 
ſent his prophet, who told Ahab in 
the name of the Lord, that the 
Syrians would in a few years re- 
turn again, take his towns, ravage 
his country, kill himſelf, and be- 
come maſters of his people. 

S. Did Ahab ſhew any ſorrow 


on hearing this denounciation ? 


T. He became rather more ob- 
ſtinate and wicked, for he baſely 
murdered Naboth, a juſt Iſraelite. 

S. In what manner? 

T. Abab took a liking to Na- 
bath*'s paternal eſtate, which lay 
contiguous to the Kitchen garden 
of the royal palace at Jezree!, and 
which could not be alienated from 
Naboth's family, without a breach 
of the law, Lev. xxv. 15, 25, 28. 
but Ahab regarded no laws, and 
was determined at all events to 
wreſt this land from Nabeth's fa- 
mily ; and therefore by the advice 
of Jezebel, Naboth was accuſed 
by falſe witneſs to have blaſphemed 
God and the king, for which, by 
the law he was put to death, un- 
der an appearance. of religion and 
Juſtice. Thus 4hab got poſſeſſion 
of Nabeth's vineyard, he dying 
under the ſenterice of high-treaſon. 

S. Did not God revenge his ſer- 


vant Naboth's blood ? 8 
T. Yes: he immediately declared 
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his abhorrence of the crime, by 
his prophet Elijah, who foretold 
that all Abab's poſterity ſhould die 
by the ſword, have no decent bu- 
rial, and that Fezebe/ ſhould be 
devoured by dogs near the wall of 
Fezreel, where Naboth had been 
unjuſtly put to death, 

S. Was this ſentence fulfilled ? 

T. It was in part fulfilled againſt 
Ahab, 1 Kings xxii, 23, afterwards 
againſt his ſon Jeharam and Feze- 
bel his queen, 2 Kings ii. . and 
finally by the utter extirpation of 
all his poſterity and relations, 2 K. 
II. IO. 5 

S. How did Ahab and Fehoſha- 
phat agree? 

T. They kept up a good cor- 


reſpondence; inſomuch, that Je- 


hoſhaphat, with a view of reuni- 
ting {ſrael to Judab, married his 


ſon Fehoram to Atholiab, the daugh- 


ter of Ahab. On this occaſion, 
Ahab taking the advantage of an 


Interview with the king of Fudah, 


and preſuming on his good nature, 
engaged him to go with him to 
the ſiege of Ramoth-Gilead, which 
the king of Syria, contrary to his 
promiſe, did unjuſtly detain from 
him. But before Feho/haphat would 
conſent to his requeſt, he adviſed 
Ahab to enquire of the Lord, by a 
prophet, the event of the intended 
expedition. 

S. Did Ahab follow his adviſe ? 
T. He enquired of 400 prieſts 
of the goddeſs Marte, who pro- 
pheſied victory, but was with much 


difficulty perſuaded to conſult the 


prophet of the Lord, Michaiab. 
S. What did Michaiab fay ? 
T. He ironicallh charged the pro- 


phets with falſhood, foretold that 


the enterprize would prove fatal 


to . 
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to all IJſrael, and to Ahab in par- 
ticular. 

S. How did Ahab receive this 
meſſage ? 

T. He was wroth, ordered Mi- 
catah into cuſtody till he ſhould 
return in peace, and taking Feho- 
fbaphat with him, marched with 
all his forces to the ſiege. 

S. How did 4hab behave in this 
expedition ? 

T. He no ſooner came in fight 
of his enemies, but he prayed the 
king of Judab to advance in his 
royal robes, while he would ap- 
pear no better than a common ſol- 
dier. This ſtratagem in the be- 
ginning of the battle had its de- 


fired effect, for a while, till ab 


by a random ſhot, was wounded 
mortally. He ſupported himſelf 


in his chariot, for ſome time, and 


encouraged his ſoldiers ; but he 
died about Swn-ſet, in the 23d year 


of his reign: when a retreat was 


immediately ſounded, his dead bo- 


dy was carried to Samariah, and 


buried, and. the dogs licked the 


blood, which was waſhed out of 


his chariot. 

S. What became of Tehoſha- 
phat 2 

T. He eſcaped to Feruſalem, 
where he received a gentle reproof 
from God, by the prophet Jehu, 
for aſſiſting the avowed enemy of 
God. For, the very Heathens 
deemed it a crime to make any 
friendſhip with fuch as were ene- 
mies to their God. 

S. Did Fehoſhaphat endeavour 

to regain 's favour ? 

T. He endeavoured to repair 
this fault, by a juſt regulation of 
all his civil and religious affairs, a- 
mongſt his judges, prieſts, and Le- 
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vites, by enjoining them punctu- 
ally to perform their reſpective du- 
ties. | | 

S. Did God manifeſt his accep- 
tance of this good work of refor- 
mation ? 

T. Yes: for, Jehoſhaphat being 
ſoon after invaded by a formida- 
ble army of Moabites and Ammo- 
nites, &c. his moſt excellent prayer 
and humiliation were preſently an- 
ſwered with a promiſe of a com- 
pleat victory, the next day, with- 
out ſtriking a ſtroke. 

S. How could that be? 

T. God cither ſent his angels, 
and flew them, or fo confounded 
the underſtandings of that mixed 
multitude, that were come to fight 
againſt Judah, that they flew and 
deſtroyed one another. So that, 
when Jehaſbaphat, in ſure hope of 
victory, according to divine pro- 
miſe, drew up in the morning to 
offer the enemy battle, he was a- 
greeably ſurprized to find nothing 
but dead bodies, and that his peo- 
ple had nothing elſe to do, but to 
carry off the arms and ſpoils of the 
dead. 

S. What did Jehaſbaphat on 
this occaſion ? 

T. It was three days work to 
carry off their booty, and on the 
fourth day, he, with all his army 
gave ſolemn thanks to God in a 
neighbouring valley, from thence 
called the valey of bl eſſing. | 

S. Did theſe nations give Je- 
hoſhaphat any more trouble ? 

T. No: he was never after mo- 
leſted by them, nor by any other 
people. 1 
S. Was there any other extra- 
ordinary event in Mab's reign? 

T. Yes: in his days Hiel dared 

to 
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to rebuild Jericho; but as Fo/hua 
had foretold, he loſt his eldeſt ſon 
at the laying the founflation there- 


of, and the reſt of his children in 


the continuation of that attempt, 
till his youngeſt ſon was cut off 
by death, at the ſctting up the 
gates of it. 

S. Who ſucceeded Ahab in {/- 
rael? 

T. His ſon Ahaziah, who in- 
herited all his father's vices, in the 
I 7th year of Feh/haphat, king of 

Judah. 

S. How did he ſtand with Je- 
hoſhaphat ? 

T. He was upon good terms 
_ him, and was even in a trea- 
ty or contract of commerce with 
him. 

K. Was not this diſagreeable to 
God, and contrary to that admo- 
nition, which Jeho/baphat had re- 
ceived upon his treaty with Ahab ? 

T. Yes: and God ſhewed his 
diſlike of it, by daſhing their u- 
nited fleets to pieces, as they failed 
to Tarſbiſb out of Ezion-Gebar. 

S. What did Jehaſbaphat after 
this? 

7. He was convinced, that he 
ought to have no familiarity or a- 
greement with the enemies of the 
truth; and therefore when Aba- 
ziah applied to be admitted in 
Partnerſhip, in the next equip- 
ment, Jehoſbaphat utterly refuſed 
it; and his ſhips made a proſperous 
voyage from the port of lab. 

S. How did Ahaziah ſtand with 


his other neighbours ? 


T. He was ſcarce ſettled on the 
throne of Iſrael, before the Maa- 
bites, who, though they had a king 


of their own, were ſubject and 


tributaries to 7/rae!, ſince David's 


time, revolted from his dominion, 
and refuſed their ordinary tribute 
of 100,000 lambs, and as many 
weathers with the wool. 

S. What did Ahaziah on that 
revolt? 

T. He had neither power, nor 
leiſure to bring them back to his 
ſubjection: for, he received ſuch 
a hurt, by falling through a lettice 
or ee in the roof of his 
houſe, that he was reduced to a 
very bad ſtate of health. But his 
ſucceſſor marched againſt the Ma- 
bites. 

S. I do not underſtand what 
you mean by the king's falling 
through the lettice, in the roof of 
the houſe. | 

7. You muſt obſerve, that the 
people of the Za/? built the roofs 
of their houſes flat, and ſurround- 
ed them with battlements, for the 
conveniency of walking thereon, 
to take the air. Now ſome have 
thought that theſe battlements were 
made of pillars, and a fort of let- 
tice, or net-work between, made 
of wood; on which, being de- 
cayed, theking inadvertently lean- 
ing, he might break it down, and 
fall through into his garden, or 
court-yard.— But others rather 
think, that in theſe flat roofs, there 
was a Siy-light to the houſe be- 
low, which opening might be co- 
vered with Lettice-work ; and that 
the king, careleſly walking, mighr 
chance to ſtep upon, and flip 
through it.-- Hence it js probable, 
that the goſpel Paralytick was let 
down from the roof of the houſe, 
not by untiling it, but, through ſuch 
a Lettice, or $4y-light a8 this, to 
be cured by Jeſus Chrif. 


R 8. Did 
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S. Did Abaziab recover of this 
ilineſs ? 

T. No: for God decreed his 
death. 

S. Why? | 

T. He was not only guilty of 
his father's impieties; but being 
entirely influenced by the idola- 
tious advice of his mother Fezebel, 
whom no judgments could re- 
claim; he caſt of all dependance 
on the God of heaven, and ſent 
fo enquire of the heathen God 
Baalxebub, whoſe temple was at 
Efron, a city of the Philiſtines, 
ſituated near the Mediterranean 
fea, between A/hdid and Famnia, 
Whether he ſhould recover? 

S. What anſwer did he re- 
ceive? 

7. The meſſengers met the pro- 
phet Elijab in the way, who over- 
awed them with his venerable pre- 
ſence, and with the authority of his 
words, to deſiſt them from their 
intended journey, and to return, 
and tell the king, That the God 
of heaven did declare, that he 
ſhould certainly die of his preſent 
illneſs, ' 

S. How did e receive 
this anſwer? 

T. He eaſily 3 by their 
deſcription of the prophet, that it 
was Elijah; and ſent immediate] 
a captain with fifty ſoldiers, to ap- 
prehend him. 

S. Did they apprehend Elijah? 

T. No: for, when they ap- 
proached him, fre came down 
from heaven, and, at Elyah's com- 
"mand, deſtroyed them. The like 
deſtruction befel a ſecond fifty, and 
their Captain. But when Ahaziah 
inſiſted upon a third company, to 
go upon that ſervice; their cap- 


tain, in a moſt ſubmiſſive manner, 
begged his own, and his ſoldiers 
lives; ; which was not only grant- 
ed, but Elijah went with him, 
and perſonally told the king, what 
he had ſaid to the meſſengers be- 
fore; and the king dicd ſoon af- 
ter. 

S. Who ſucceeded Abaziab in 
ljraet? 

7. His brother Jehoram, who, 
though he kept up the golden Calves 
for a ſtate-engine, taking warn- 
ing at his brother's diſaiter, re- 

moved the idols of Baal. 

S. Did not you ſay, that he 
marched againſt the Moabites? 

7. He, upon his acceſſion to the 
throne, which was in .the 18th 
year of Fehoſhaphat; king of Ju- 
dah, found his dominions weaken- 
ed, by the defection of the Moa- 
bites, and his predeceſſor's weak- 
neſs; wherefore, engaging the 
king of Judah, and the king of 
Edom, who was then only deputy 
or tributary to Jehaſbaphat, to join 
their forces in that expedition, he 
marched againſt Moab; but by 
\uch.a rout, that, natwithſtanding 
it was with a view, to ſurprize the 
enemy. and to invade him on the 
weakeſt ſide, it had certainly been 
the ruin of the whole allied army, 
by drought, had not God ſent his 
prophet Eliſba along with them, 
who not only put them in a method 
to procure water in the wilderneſs 
of Edom; but promiſed them vic- 
tory. 

S. What was become of the pro- 
phet Eljah ? 

T. Elijah, about the time that 
Feporam / ied the throne of 
Ifracl, being informed of God that 
the time of his miraculous tranſta- 

tion 
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tion into heaven did approach; 
took his leave of the ſcholars of the 
prophets, that were educated and 
trained up in religion and virtue, 
in the ſchools of Bethel and *Fer:- 
cho. From hence he was followed 
by his ſervant Eliſba, to Gilead, 
they both paſſing through Jordan, 
dry-ſhod, by the miraculous di- 
viding of the waters, by a ſtroke 
of Elijah's mantle, in the fight of 
fifty ſons or {cholars of the pro- 
phets. Elijah ſeemed to deſire 
Eliſha frequently to return ; but 
he determined to ſee the laſt of his 
maſter ; inſiſted to go with him to 
the place of his aſcenſion ; and in 
the way, requeſted that the ſame 
gift of propheſy, which God had 
beſtowed upon him, might be 
communicated to himſelf, in a dou- 
ble portion! Elijah replied, that if 
God permitted him to ſee him, 
when he came to be tranſlated, or 
taken up into heaven, it would be 
as he requeſted. And while they 
were yet talking together, a bright 
Chariot and Horſes, or ſomething 
that by God's appointment, re- 
ſembled ſuch a Vehicle, ran ſud- 
denly and parted them. Then E- 
{:;ah dropped his mantle, mounted 
the celeſtial chaript, and was car- 
ried into heaven in a great guſt 
of wind, that aroſe on that occa- 
ſion. 

8. What became of Eliſba? 

7. He ſtood aſtoniſtied; fell 
into ſome abrupt exclamations; 
and, when his maſter was taken 
quite out of his tight, he took up 
his prophetick Mantle, and returned 
to Jordan, whoſe waters again o- 
beyed the ſame mantle, and per- 
m tted the prophet to paſs over 


dry-ſhod: by which the reſt of 


the prophets being convinced that 
the ſpirit of Elijah did reſt upon 
Eliſha, they recognized him fot 
his ſucceſlor ; paid him the fame 
reſpe&t ; and conducted him to 
Jericho where having given a 
proof of his miſſion, by miraculouſ- 
ly curing the Brack:/hneſs of their 
water, and the Barrenneſs of their 
ſoil, Eliſha proceeded to Bethel: in 
which journey, God manifeſted 
his regard for him, in a particular 
manner, by ſending two She-bears 
to devour 42 children, that mock- 
ed and derided his prophet, as he 
paſſed by. From Bethel, he went 
to the prophers, that were edu- 
cated on mount Carmel, and from 
thence he proceeded to Samaria, 
and accompanied the confederate 
kings, in their expedition againſt _ 
the Moabites. 

S. How did Eliſba direct them 
to get water ? 

7. He, by the ſpirit of the Lord, 
directed them to make many 
ditches, in the valley, where the 
army was encamped. Which be- 
ing done, according to his direc- 
tion, the ditches were filled with 
water, Without rain, by the power 
and goodneſs of God, for. the uſe 
of themſelves, and- their beaſts, 
now like to periſh with thirſt. 

S. Did not the Moabites march 
out againſt them ? 

T. It does not appear, that the 
Moabites intended any other than 
to be upon the defenſive, and to 
cover their own borders : but, 
when the ſun, next morning, roſe 
upon theſe ditches of the miracu- 
lous water, it appeared like blood; 
and God ſo infatuated them with 
a belief, that the confederate forces 
had quarrelled among themſelves, 
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and deſtroyed one another; that 
they, who knew there had been 
no rain, to Cauſe ſuch a quantity 
of water, thought they had nothing 
more to do, than to flec upon the 
remains, and to carry off the ſpoil. 

Thus, apprehenſive of no danger, 
they ruſhed upon the //raelites, in 
a diſorderly manner, which proved 
their own deſtruction. For, the 
tjraelites received them with fo 
much courage, that they not only 
killed a great number of them up- 
on the ſpot, but purſued them, 
laid waſte their country, cut down 
their trees, ſtopped their wells of 
water, and beat down their fenced 
cities; but ſhut up their king, 
v ith ſeven- hundred men (all that 
were leit of his army) and beſieged 
them in the ſtrong and royal city, 
Air-haraſeth, which the {ſraelites 
would have likewiſe taken, had 
nt the barbarous action of the 
king of 37045, who ſacrificed his 
eldeſt fon upon the wall, in their 
ſight, ſtruck ſuch horror into them, 
as to cauſe them to raile the ſiege, 


and retire home, to prevent the 


like for the future. Thus ended 
the war with AZcab, whole king 
was Meſba. 


$. What became of the prophet 


Eliſba after this? 

T. He returned to Samaria, and 
wrought ſeveral remarkable mira- 
cles. He increaſed a poor widows 
tet of oil, ſo much, as to enable 
her thereby to preſerve her two 
ſons from flavery, whom the cre- 


I ditors of her huſband, dead inſol- 


vent, were about to ſieze.— He 
obtained of God by prayer, a child 
to the barren Shunamite, and re- 
ſtored that ſame child to life again, 
when it was dead, — He cured the 


noxious quality of the prophets 
Colliguintida, or bitter poiſonous 
pottage, by caſting in a little meal, 
at Gi/zal; where alſo he multipli- 
ed twenty barley loaves, ſo as to 
ſatisfy above a hundred people with 
them; and made an ax, which 
one of the workmen employed in 
cutting down ſome trees for the 
building of a new ſchool for the 
prophets, had borrowed, and let 
drop into the river, riſe up, and 
ſwim upon the ſurface of the wa- 
ter, by throwing in a ſtick. But 
the miracle which the ſacred hiſ- 
tory ſeems to inſiſt moſt upon, is 
the cure of the leper Naaman, ge- 
neral to the king of Syria, by com- 
manding him only to waſh him- 
ſelf ſeven times in the river Jor- 
dan; and tlie infection of Gahaz:, 
the prophet's ſervant, who hearing 
his maſter refuſe the preſents of- 
fered to him by Naaman, follow- 
ed him, and in his maſter's name, 
clandeſtinely deſired of the general 
to give him a talent of /i r, and 
two changes of raiment; which 
requeſt was complied with, in a 
moſt obliging manner. But the 
whole tranſaction being revealed 
to Eliſba, he, upon Gehazi's re- 
turn, concealment, and denial of 
his fraud, denounced, that Gehazz, 
and his poſterity, ſhould be afflict- 
ed for ever with the leproſy, of 
which he had cured Naaman; which 
came to paſs according to his word. 

S. Could the children be ſeized 
upon, and {old to pay their parents 


debts 2. 


A, The Jewiſh law looked up- 
on children to be the proper goods 
of their parents, who had power 
to ſell them for /even years ; and 
the creditors could compel them 

to 
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to do it in order to pay their dedts, 
The Athenians derived this Jaw 
from the Jews; and the Romans 
copied it from the Athenians, and 
improved it unto an abſolute power 
over their children; for by the 


_ decree of Romulus, they could im- 


priſon, beat, kill, or ſell them for 
ſlaves: which was moderated by 
Numa Pompilius, and abrogated 
by Diocliſtan the emperor ; ſo far 
as related to the ſelling of them to 


be ſlaves, as Solon had done before 


at Athens. 

S. Did not the miracle wrought 
upon Naaman, convert him to the 
worſhip of the true God ? 

T. He no ſooner found himſelf 
cured of that loathſome diſtemper 
by that eaſy preſcription, but he 
reaſonably aſcribed it to the power 
of God, and profeſſed his belief in 
the Gop of {ſrael : yet, though 
he declared his reſolution, never 
more to ſacrifice to any other God, 


but to him, and deſired two mules. 
load of earth, therewith to build 


him an altar in his own country ; 
he, ſwayed by his worldly inter- 
eſt, could not reſolve entirely to 
forſake his idolatrous worſhip, but 
prayed that God would pardon his 
continuing to frequent the temple 
of the Sun, or houſe of Rimmon, 
when his office or reaſons of ſtate, 
and his worldly intereſt ſhould call 
him thither. 

S. How did the king of Syria 
requite this benefit done to his ge- 
neral ? 

T. No doubt but upon Naa- 
man's return to Syria, he publiſhed 
the cure he had received, and the 
commendation of the prophet £/:- 
ſha. But Benhadad the king, who 
had always meditated revenge for 


his laſt defeat by the //raelites, could 
not be prevailed upom to diſcon- 
tinue his deſign to attempt the re- 
covery of Samaria, and the hum- 
bling of [frae/; for he raiſed a 
powerful army, tho” he did not as 
at other times, march out with o- 
pen defiance; but he opened the 


campaign with ſtratagems of war, 


and endeavoured by amhuſcades 
to ſurprize Fehoram” s troops. 

S. Did his ambuſcades ſucceed ? 

7. No: for as God fought a- 
gainſt the Syrians, Elijha was in- 
ſpired to diſcover theſe ſecret o- 
perations to the king of Vrael. 
When Benbadad perceived that his 
moſt ſecret counſels were fruſtra- 
ted by ſome private intelligence, 
and being told, that Eliſba, who 
was then at Dothan, near Samaria, 
was the only perſon, that could be 


ſuppoſed capable of diſcovering his 


ſtratagems to the king of Iſrael, 
he ſent a ſtrong detachment to 
ſcize the prophet, and at once to 
inveſt the city. But his policy 
and power alſo f:.led him in this 
expedition : for God not only ſent 
an heavenly hoſt, that appeared 
like a ſtrong army of horſemen and 
chariots in array, to protect his 
ſervants in caſe of need; but he 
ſtruck the Syrians, that blockaded 
the city, with blindneſs ; in which 
condition they were perſuaded, that 
they had beleagured the wrong city, 
and to follow. him into the very 
midſt of Samaria ; where, at the 
prophet's requeſt, their eyes were 
opened to ſee the danger they were 
in; and though Fehoram was in- 
clined to put them to death, Eliſba 
engaged his royal mercy, to let 
them go, after he had treated them 
with great civility, as a good means 
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to ſoften the hearts of their ene- 
mies, and to convince them of the 
pacifick difpolition of the king of 
Ifrael. | 

S. Did this act of generoſity ob- 
tain its deſited effect? 

T. No: Benhadad's old grudge 
and malice prevailed with him, not 
long after, to lay fo cloſe ſiege to 
Samaria, that he reduced the city 
to ſuch diſtreſs, that an 4%“ head 
was fold for ſaurſcore pieces, or ſhek- 
els of Alder, which at 15. 3 d. the 


ſhekel, is frve pounds flerlmg : Anda 


caber, three quarters of a pint of 
pulſe or wetches, tranſlated erro- 
neouſly d:we's dung, for five ſhekels 
of ſilver: and at laſt mothers were 
reduced to eat their own children. 

S. How did Fehoram behave on 
this occaſion ? 

T. He repented of letting the 
Syrians go out of his power ; and, 
in.a fit of rage, reſolving to wreek 
his vengeance on Eliſba, for adviſing 
ſo impolitick an action, which he 
conceived would now prove his 
ruin, ſent an off. er to take off his 
head. 

S. Did the officer execute his 
cotamiſſion? | * 5 

T. No: For the ſame God, who 
had long before, Deut. xxviii. 53. 
foretold this diſtreſs, in caſe the //- 
raelites ſhould rebel againſt him, in- 
ſpired him not only with a know- 
ledge of this meſſenger's coming, 
and of his com miſſion to cut off his 
head; but with courage and con- 
ſtaney to wait his coming. He 
was at that time in his own houſe, 
attended by ſome of the moſt de- 
vout elders of Iſrael, and before the 
meſſenget came to the door, he in- 
for med them of the k ing's command, 
and that the king himſelf would alſo 
follow immediately. While he was 
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ſpeaking the meſſenger arrived, but 
the elders ſeized him, and prevented 
the execution; and the king fol- 
lowing ſoon after, they expoſtulated 
on the injuſtice of the action, and 
put him in mind of his and their 
own fins, which had provoked the 
Lord to aMict them with their pre- 
ſent calamity ; adding, that it was 
mere madneſs for him to fight a- 
gainſt God. or to provoke him yet 
more bv killing his prophet. 

S. What did the king on this 
occaſion ? 

T. He acknowledged the juſtice 
of God's judgment; but declared. 
his deſpair of mercy and deltve- 
rance. 

S. What ſaid Eliſba? 

T. He, moved by the ſpirit of 
that God, who wills not the death 
of a ſinner, but rather that he ſhould 
be converted and live, foretold the 
raiſing of the ſiege, and great plenty 
of all proviſions in 24 hours. 

S. Did the king and the elders 
believe him ? 

T. One of the elders declared his 
opinion of the impoſſibility thereot, 
unleſs God ſhould rain corn from 
the clouds, | 

S. Did the prophet make him 
any reply? 63 Ohh: 

T. He told him that he ſhould 
live to ſee it fulfilled, but ſhould 
not be permitted to taſte of it. All 
which came to paſs; for, about 
break of day, four lepers, who ac- 
cording to the law had been ſhut 
out of the city, and reſolved to 
throw themſelves upon the mercy 
of the enemy, rather than to periſh 
with hunger, cameand acquainted 
the centinels of the city, that, upon 
their approach to the Syrians camp, 
they had found the tents ſtanding 
well provided with riches, and all 

manner 
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manner of neceſſaries, but that 
there was no living creature, ex- 
cept horſes and aties. — The king, 
being informed of this, at firit, 
looked upon it as a mere ſtratagem 
of the enemy to draw the familhed 
citizens out of their walls to ſlay 
them, and ſeize the town. But 
after he had been thoroughly in- 
tormed of the truth of this report 
by his own ſpies, whom he ſent to 
reconniitre the adjacent country and 
the camp; and was further inform'd, 
that the high ways were ſtrew'd 
with arms, garments, &c. which 
carried all the tokens of a ſudden, 

precipitate, and confuſed flight, 
there was no containing the peo- 
ple, who crowded to the camp, 
and brought ſuch ſtore of corn to 
the city, that it was ſold both within 
the time and price that Eliſba fore- 
told; but in ſuch diſorder, that 
the nobleman, who could not be- 
lieve it on El:/ha's word, being ap- 
pointed by the king to keep the 
peace at the city gate, was, accord- 
ing to the prophet's declaration, 
trampled underfoot, and killed by 
the mob, before he had an oppor- 
tunity to taſte, what he ſaw in 
ſuch plenty to be fold. 

S. Why did the Yrians flee in 
that manner? 

T. In the night, God ſent a 
great noiſe in the air, which re- 
ſembled an army in full march, 
and ready to fall upon them. This 
ſtruck them with a general panick ; 
and ſuppoſing that the raelites had 
engaged a powerful army ol Hlit- 
tites and Egyptians to come to their 
relie:, roſe up and fled as faſt as 
their legs would carry them. And 
thus I/rael was again miraculouſly 
f:ecd from the imminent bondage, 
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to which, in all human probability» 
they were ready to be reduced by 
the arms of the Syrians. | 

9, Had the de of Ifrael no aſ- 
ſiſtance at this time from Judah? 

T. It does not appear that he 
had. 

S. Who now reign'd in Judah? 

F. ee ern was ſtill alive, but 
he had taken his ſon Fehoeram or 
Tor am, in the {ſeventeenth year of 
his reign, for his conſort in the 
kingdom. | 

S. What became of E!;ha? 

T. God being (till provoked with 
the impieties and idolatries of Hrael, 
informs Eliſba of his deſign to bring 
a ſeven yeats famine on the land. 


Eliſba upon this goes to Shunem 3 


and, 1n point of gratitude for the 
favours received from that family, 
acquaints the Shunamite therewith, 
and directs her to retire into the 
land of the Philiſtines, till that time 
was overpaſt. 

S. What character did Fehoram, 
the ſon of Fehaſbaphat bear ? 

He was a Je:cnerate (on of a 
pious father, and became worſe 
by the marrying Athaliah, A” 
daughter. 

S. How did this appear? 

T. When his father was dead, 
he put to death his brethren, and 
many of the nobles. 


S. In what year did Jelnſbaphar 


die? 


T. In the third year of the ſa- 
mine above- mentioned. 

S. Did God bear with Jehoram, 
the king of Judas murders? 


T. No: For tho? at hift he ob- 
teined a victory over the revolting 
Eaontes, he was never able to keep 
them in ſubjection, nor could he 
prevent the revolt of Libnab, one of 
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his 
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his own cities. His country and 
very palace were plundered by the 
Philijtines and Arabians, who car- 
ried away his wives and all his chil- 
dren, except his youngeſt fon Je- 
h:ahaz : And, at length, to com- 
plete his miſery, his bowels fell out, 
and he died in a very loathſome 
manner, after a reign of eight 
years. 

S. Who ſucceeded him in Judah? 

T. Abaziab his fon, at the age 
of 22, who walked in theevil ways 
of the houſe of Ahab. 

S. Where did Eliſba go from 
Shunem ? 

T. The firſt account we have of 
him is at Damaſcus, where he went 
by divine impulſe to fulfil the meſ- 
ſage of God to Elijah, namely, to 
anoint Hazael king over Syria. 

S. Did Benhadad know of the 
prophet's being at Damaſcus ? 

T. Yes: For Benhadad being at 
that time ſick, it was told him that 
Eliſha was come to his metropolis ; 
upon which he immediately ſent 
Hazael, the general of his forces, 
to find him out; and, with a pre- 


ſent, to enquire of him, Whether 


he ſhould recover of his diſeaſe? 
S. What anſwer did Eliſba give? 
7. He prognoſticated his death 


to be ſure and ſudden, but violent, 


and not by the diſeaſe under which 
he laboured at that time, And 
then fixing his eyes ſternly on Ha- 
zael, he could not refrain from 
tears at the foreſight of thoſe barba- 


ities, and the great diſtreſs which 


ſhould be brought upon {/rael by the 


power of Hazael, whom, added he, 
the Lord has anointed, or appointed 


to be king of Syria. 
$, How did Hazael deliver him- 


if at his return to the King ? 


7. The prophet, ſays he, told 
me that thou ſhalt not die by this 
diſtemper; and, as it he had been 
directed ſo to do, he on the mor- 
row took a thick cloth, dipped it 
in water, ſpread it on his face 
and at laſt ſeeking his opportunity, 
his ambition to mount the throne 
prompted him to thruſt it into his 
mouth ; ſo that he was ſtifled and 
died. Hazael immediately ſeized on 
the government, and loſt no time to 
ſtrengthen himſelf againſta]levents. 

S. Did not the king of 1frael 


take advantage of this revolution | 


in Syria? 

T. He endeavoured it ; and hav- 
ing engaged the young king of Ju- 
dah to go with him, he marched 
againſt Hazael, who met them at 
Ramoth-Gilead. 

S. How did this expedition ſuc- 
ceed ? 

T. The Syrians wounded Feho- 
ram king of Hrael; ſo that he re- 
turned to Jezreel to be healed of 
his wounds, where being viſited by 
Ahaztah his ally, Fchu, whom God 


had appointed to be king over Iſrael 


by a ſpecial meſſenger, whom Eli- 
ſha ſent to anoint him, having been 
proclaimed king at Ramoth-Gilead 
by the military, haſted to Jezreel, 
and meeting with Jeram in the 
vineyard, which Hab had taken 
from Naboth the Fezreelite, he firſt 
reproached him with the idolatries 
and witchcrafts of Fezebel his mo- 
ther; and then, as Jeram endea- 
voured to flee from him, ſhot him 
with an arrow through the heart. 
Bidkar, Febu's captain, at his com- 
mand, ſeized the dead body, pul- 
led it out of his chariot, and caſt 
him into the ground of Nabeth, 
where it lay unburied, to be eaten 
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by the fowls of the air, according 
to the word of the Lord, 2 Kings 
ix, 26.—In the mean time Fehu 
purſued Ahaziah king of Judah, 
who fled before him in his chariot, 
and ſhot him at a place called 


(zur, near to Ibleam; but he eſcaped 
to Megiddo, wherethe died of his 
wounds. Thus Iſrael and "Fudah 
were both deprived of their kings 
at one time, and by the ſame divine 
judgment. 


S 


The Uſurpation of Jenu in Iſrael. 
ATHALIAH ꝝſurps the Government of 
Her Reign and Murder. 


Race and Family, 
Judah. 


He deſtroys all Anas”s 


Joasn is proclaimed 


King of Judah. His Government, Crime and Puniſoment. 
The Reign of IEHOASH in Iſrael, and his Succeſs againſt the 


Syrians, 


AMAZIAH ſucceeds Jo ash in Judah, reduces the 


Edomites, attacked the Iſraelites z but was routed by their 


King. His Reſtoration, Idolatry and Murder, &c. 


The Inter- 


regnum, and Advancement of his Son AZ ARIAH to the Throne. 


His Wars, Viftories, and Inventions in the Art of 


His Sin and Puniſhment. 


Iſrael. The Revolutions in 
invaded by the Aſſyrians. 


War, &c. 


Is ſucceeded by his Son JorhAM. 
Of the Prophets in this Reign. 


JE ROBOAM II. reigns in 


Iſrael after his Death. Iſrael 


Hos EA reigns in Iſrael, revolis 


from the King of Aſſyria, is defeated, and his Kingdom deſtroy*d. 


8 HO ſucceeded Joram in 
W Iſrael? 


. Ys maintained his uſurpa- 


tion, and entering Fezreel, he or- 


dered Fezebel, Abab's widow, to 
be caſt out of a window, from 
-whence ſhe threatened him, and 
trampled her under his horſes feet ; 
where ſhe lay, till nothing but her 
ſkull, feet, and palms of her hands 
remained, the mob having ſtripped 
off her clothes, and the dogs eaten 
her fleſh, according to the word of 
the Lord, 1 Kings xxi. 
S. Was there no more of Abab's 
race? 
7. Yes: He had ſtill left ſeventy 


fons in Samaria, whom Felu pro- 


cured to be put to death by thoſe, 
who were charged with their edu- 
cation. 

S. Did Jehu remain at Fezree!? 
T. Only till the rulers of Sama- 
ria had convinced him of their ſin- 
cere attachment to his intereſt, by 
ſending the heads of Ahab's children 
to him. Then he paſſed on to Sa- 
maria; and in the way meeting 
with the 42 brothers of Abaziah 
king of Judab, he ſlew them alſo ; 
becauſe they were allied to Ahab's 
family, and might ſome time or 
other revenge on him the death of 
Joram and Abaziabdz. 
S. What did Fey when he came 

to damaria ? 
7. His 


n 
e 
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T. His firſt care was, to ſeek 
out in that city, and put to death 
all that were a-kin to Hab. Then, 
diſſembling himſelf to be a zcalous 
worſhipper of Baal, he ſummoned 
by proclamation, all the prophets 
and prieſts, and other miniſters of 
that God to meet in his temple, 
on a ſolemn occaſion; and com- 
manded his guard, while they were 
intent upon their ſacrifices to the 
i lol, to ruſh in, and to put them 
all to the ſword, and to deſtroy 
the temple, and all the images of 
their inferior Gods. By which 
means, the worſhip of Baal, was 

entirely routed out of I/rael, fo as 
never more to be allowed by pub- 
lick toleration. Which act was ſo 
pleaſing to the Almighty, that he 
promiſed to continue the crown of 
Iſrael to his fourth generation. 

S. Did Jebu deſtroy the Calves 
alfo ? 

T. No: his policy prevailed o- 


ver his religion. He was reſolved 


to keep up the ſeparation between 
Fudah and Iſrael; and therefore 
continued the old idolatry. For 


which reaſon, God puniſhed him, 


by an invaſion of the Syrians. 

S. Who ſucceeded Ahaziah on 
the throne of 7udah? 

T. Athaliah, the queen dowager 
of Judab, relict of Feborum, and 
mother to the late king Ahaziah, 
hearing of her ſon's death, uſurp- 
ed the government. She was an 
ambitious and bloody- minded wo- 
man; and placing her chief ſecu- 
rity in the deſtruction of the houſe 
of David, ſhe murdered all the 


royal Progeny, which Jeharam had 


by another wife, and all their off - 
ſpring, except Yoaſb, the ſon of 
Aba: ab] who eſcapcd her cruelty 
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by the contrivance of Jeheſpaba, 


Ahaziah's ſiſter by the father's 
ſide, and at that time, wife to the 
high-prieſt Jehoiada, who conceal- 
ed this young prince and his nurſe 
ſix years, in an apartment of the 
temple, unknown to the uſurpreſs 
Athatiah. 


Here I muſt intreat you, to 


recollect the fate, that attended 
the royal families of Iſrael and Ju- 
dah, for their wickedneſſes. 

The whole offspring of FJero- 
boam, Baaſha, and Abab, ki gs 
of Jſrael, were cut off for their 
idolatry, ſo that there was not one 
of them left; and the king of Ju- 
dah having contracted an affinity 
with the houſe of Ahab, and be- 
ing by them ſeduced into the ſame 
crime, were fo deftroyed by three 
ſucceſſive Maſſacres, that there 
was not one of them left. For, 
firſt, Jehoram ſlew all his brethren ; 
then Jehu flew all his brother's 
children, and now Athaliah ſpares 
none, that ſhe could diſcover. 

S. How long did Athaliab hold 
the reins of government! ? 

7. Six Years only; forkn her 
ſeventh year, Jehoiada the high- 
prieſt having engaged the prieſts, 
levites, and the principal men of 
the kingdom, to ſupport the title 


of this young prince, armed them 


with thoſe arms, David had repo- 
ſited in the temple ; and before A- 
thaliah could hear thereof, pro- 
duced the young prince in the 
temple, ſet the crown upon his 


head, anointed, and proclaimed 


him king of Judah, by the found 
of trumpet; which being ſeconded 
by the joyful ſhouts and acclama- 
tions of the people, preſently reach- 
ed the cars of Athaliah : who, not 

knowing 


knowing what had paſſed, hurried 
to the temple, where to her great 
ſurprize, ſhe ſaw the young king 
on the throne; and, endeavouring 
to make ſome mall reſiſtance, ſhe 
was brought forth by the command 
of the high- prieſt, and ſlain at the 
Stable- gate, belonging to the pa- 
lace. 

S. Was there no more blood 
ſhed on this revolution? 

T. Not by publick authority : 
but the mob aroſe, and entering 
into the temple of Baal, which 
Athaliah had erected, they demo- 
liſhed the altar, broke down the 
images, killed Matan, the prieſt of 
Baal, and pulled down the temple 
to the ground. 

S. How old was king Jeaſb, at 
his acceſſion to the throne ? 

T. Seven Years old; and in the 
ſeventh year of Tala. king of / 
rael. 

S. Who was regent in his mi- 
nority ? 

T. His uncle ad, the high- 
prieſt; who aboliſhed ſome cuſ- 
toms, zen in former reigns, 
made ſome reforms in the ſervice 
of the temple, and governed the 
nation in righteouſneſs. But this 
good old counſellor, departing this 
life, in the 1 30th year of his age, 
and in the 23d year of Foaſh's 5 
reign, the king's heart was per- 
ſuaded, by the management and 
ee of evil counſellors, to 
tolerate the rene wal of High places, 
conſecrated to falſe Gods; and at 
laſt, was perverted to idolatrous 
practices, againft the duty he owed 
to that God, who had ſo wonder- 
fully preſerved his life, and brought 
him to the kingdom: that at laſt, 
being reproved for. his apoſtacy, 
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by Zachariah, the ſon of his un- 
cle Fehoiada, he impiouſly and un- 
gratefully ordered a band of Ruf- 
fians, to kill him; who ſetting 
upon him in one of the courts of 
the temple, ſtoned him to death, 
while he called upon God to — 
his cauſe. 

S. Did God avenge his cauſe ? 

T. Yes: for, in the very next 
year, the long enjoyed peace of 
Judah was interrupted by Hazael, 
who, with a Syrian army, paſſed 
over Jordan, marched directly to 
Jeruſalem, and in their way, flew 
all the princes, and great men, 
that had ſeduced the king to thoſe 
great impieties.— 7e, dreading 


the conſequences of his falling into 


the hands of Hazael, ſent him all 
the rich veſſels of gold, which his 
anceſtors had depoſited in the 
treaſures of the temple; and, as 
it is very probable, promiſed to 
become his Tributary.. Hazael 
evacuated Judah, upon theſe con- 
ditions ; but Foafh, repenting of 
his ſubmiſſion, puts himſelf in a 
poſture of defence, and refuſing to 
comply with his agreement, his 
dominions were again invaded the 
next year, by HazaePs general, 

who defeated Foafh's army, laid 
his country waſte, entered Jeru- 
ſalem, put ſome of his princes and 
rulers to the ſword, and uſed him 
with ſuch indignation and con- 
tempt, that he fell into a compli- 
cation of diſtempers, ſo as to be. 
come confined to his bed; in which 
he was murdered by two of his 
ſervants, Vogachar and Feboxabud, 
whoſe fathers were Jetos, and mo- 
thers Miens, when he had We 


Jn Years. 


S. Was 
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S. Was Jeb king of /jrael, at 
this time? 

T. No: forafter he had reigned 
ttbenty- eight Years, he, in the 23d 
year of Joaſb, king of Judah, re- 
ſigned his breath, and kingdom to 
his fon Teboabaz; in whoſe days, 
Hazael and Benbadad, kings of 
Syria afflicted him and his people, 
and reduced his kingdom to a very 
low condition; and would have 
utterly ruined it, had not God 
been intreated by the prayers of 
Fehoahaz, and delivered them out 
of their greateſt diſtreſs, by his ſon 

oh, or Feboaſb, who was taken 

y his father, in the 37th year of 
the reign of Joaſb, king of Judab, 
in conſort with him, into the go- 
vernment. 

S. How long did Jebheaſb reign 
in {ſrael ? 

T. In all fixte:n Years; and 
was king, when Jab king of Ju- 
dah died. 

S. How can he be ſaid to be a 
Deliverer of 1jrael ? 

T. God ſent his prophet Eliſba 
unto him, and gave him a token 
of his protection, and promiſed 
him victory; ſo that the Syrians 
ſhould not be able to invade his 
kingdom any more, for ſome time. 

S. Did Jeboaſb ſucceed, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord ? 

T. Yes: he beat Benbadad, the 
fon of Hazael, king of Syria thrice, 
and took from him all his con- 
queſts, made from Iſrael, in the 
days of his father Jehoabaz. 

S. Was this the prophet Eliſba, 
who ſucceeded Elijah ? 

Y. Yes: but he died ſoon after 
this meſſage to Fehoaſh, king of 
Iſrael; and ſoon after his inter- 
ment, it happening that another 
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dead corpſe was let down into his 
ſepulchre, ſuch virtue went out 
of him, that it raiſed the dead man 
to lite again. 

S. Who ſucceeded Joaſb in the 
kingdom of Judah? 

7. His fon Amaziab, at the age 
of 25; who, as ſoon as he found 
himſelf well ſettled on the throne, 
puniſhed his father's murderers 
with death. 

FK. What does the ſacred hiſtory 
record of this king? 

T. He was rcfolved to reduce 
the Edomites, who, about 54 years 
before, had revolted from Judah, 
in the reign of Fehoram, to their 
former obedience. For which pur- 
poſe, he new modelled and new- 
officered his army, which, upon 
a general muſter, amounted to 
390,000 fighting men; to which 
he hired 100,000 more {/razlztes ; 
but, God admoniſhed him to the 
contrary by a prophet; and there- 
fore, he diſmiſſed them from his 
ſervice. He marched only his own 
forces againſt the Edomites, and 
meeting them in the valley of Salt, 
he gave them battle, flew ten- 
thouſand upon the ſpot, took ten- 
thouſand priſoners, and, purſuing 
his victory, penetrated into Arabia 
Petrea; and, having ſeized upon 
Selah, or Petræa, the capital of 
Edom, which was ſituate on a high 
rock, he cruelly threw the ten- 
thouſand priſoners from thence, 
ſo that they were all daſhed to 
pieces. | 

S. How did the [/raelrtes be. 
have, on their diſmiſſion from his 


_ ? . 

They were much exaſpe- 
rated; and in their return home, 
committed many exceſſes, * 
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ed their towns, killed three-thou- 
ſand men of Zudah, and carried 
off a conſiderable booty. 

S. Did not Amaziab ſeek ſatis- 
faction for this outrage ? 

T. After his ſucceſsful campaign 
againſt the revolters, he ſent Jab, 
the king of //rae!, a challenge to 
meet and engage him in a pitched 
battle. Joaſb at firſt received it 
with contempt ; but, perceiving 
that nothing could ſatisfy Amaziah, 
but the ſword, and that he was 
marching againſt him with his 
whole army, he went out to meet 
him, and after a ſharp engagement, 
routed his army, took him prito- 
ner, whom he ordered to march 
before him, while he rode trium- 
phant in his chariot, into Feru/a- 
lem. Here he plundered the tem- 
ple and. palace, laid a great tax 
upon the whole land, carried the 
ſons of the chief men of the city, 
as hoſtages, for the ſecurity of its 
payment, and that he ſhould never 
more be diſturbed from that king- 
dom; and having broken down 
all the fortifications of the wall, 
from the gate of Ephraim to the 
Corner gate, with an inhibition to 
build it any more; he returned, 
laden with ſpoils to Samaria, where 
he died in peace, about two years 
after, having reigned ſzxteen years. 

S. Did he leave Amaziah on the 
throne ? 

T. Yes: and he reigned after 
this fifteen years. | 

S. How came God to deliver 
him into the hands of Iſrael, when 
it was by divine direction, that he 
diſmiſſed the Hraelites in the expe- 
dition againſt E dom? 

T. Amaziab, in his return from 


Edom, had brought the idols of 


that country into Judah, to which 
he alſo paid adoration, and offered 
incenſe. So that God, having firſt 
of all, by a prophet, reproved him 
for his idolatry, did afterwards pu- 
niſh him, in the manner related. 

S. Did Amaziab repent of his 
crime, upon this defeat ? | 

T. No: he ſtill perſiſted in his 
idolatry ; till at length, God's diſ- 
pleaſure was followed with the. 
contempt, and a conſpiracy of his 
own ſubjects, who purſued him to 
Lachiſb, a town, on the frontiers 
of the Philiſtines, where he had 
fled from their treaſon ; and mur- 
dered him privately, in thetwenty- 
ninth year of his reizn. Upon 
which, the great men of Judah are 
ſuppoſed to have taken the admi- 
niſtration of public affairs into their 
own hands, during his ſon's mino- 
rity, for twelve years. 

S. Where was he buried? 

7. His friends no ſooner heard 
of his murder, but they procured 
his body, and without any pomp, 
buried him among his anceſtors at 
Jeruſalem. 

S. Who ſucceeded him in Ju- 
dah? 

T. His ſon Azariab, or Uzziab, 
after a regency of the nobles, for 
12 years. 

S. Who was then king of I/ 
rael? 

T. Jeroboam II, the ſon of 7a; 
who began his reign in the 15th 
year of Amazzah, king of udab. 

S. What exploits are recorded 


of this Jerobaam s 


T. He was ſucceſsful in many 
military atchievements. By the 
encouragement of the prophet Jo- 
nah, he proclaimed war againſt 
the Syrians, and recovered all the 

country 
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country from Lilanus on the north, 
to the lake Aſphaltiter, on the 
ſouth. He alſo reduced Bamath, 
and Damaſcus, to be tributaries, 
and to pay homage to him, as 
they had done to David and Solo- 
mon 

$. How long did he reign ? 

T. One and forty years: yet, 
though his arms were alway s ſuc- 
ceſsful, and he died in much ho- 
nour 200 renown, he left the go- 
vernment in fuch confuſion, that 
there ſucceeded an interregnum of 
two and twenty years. 

S. Where was he buried ? 

T. With his anceſtors. 

S. How did Uzz:4h rule in Ju- 
dab? 8 

T. Uzziab, or 6 who 
was but four years old at the death 
of his father, being put in poſſeſ- 
fion of the throne, at the age of 
fixteen, and in the 27th year of 
Feroboam, king of I/ ael, behaved 
very well in the former part of 
his reign. For which, God ena- 
bled him to beat the Ph:/:/?:nes in 
many battles, to diſmantle their 
fortified towns, and to build cities 
on their borders, to keep them in 
ſubjection; as alſo to ſubdue the 
Arabians, that bordered on Egypt, 
and the Mehunims, that lived in 
the Deſerts. He, under the ſame 
divine aſſiſtance, brought the Am- 
monites under tribute. He repair- 
ed the walls of Feruſalem; and 
ſtrengthened that fortification with 
towers; from whence with En- 
gines, that threw darts, arrows, 
and great ſtones, he might be able 
to keep off, and annoy an invader. 
Thus it ſhould be obſerved, that 
Uzziah, king of Judah, ad not 
* "8: YE nor Greeks, was the 
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inventer of the Balliſtæ and Cata- 
pulte, which were uſed for hurl- 
ing ſtones, and throwing darts. — 
This made hrs name ſpread abroad. 
And from this time only, theſe 
Machines, Battering. rams, and 
other Engines of Mar began to be 
employed, in attacking and defend- 
ing towns. 

He was not only famous for 
theſe inventions; but he applied 
his thoughts to Huſbandry, and 
acquired conſiderable wealth, by 
planting vineyards on the moun- 
tains, ſowing the plains with corn, 
and ſtocking the vallies with flocks 
and herds. Yet his chief glory 
conſiſted in an army of above 
three-hundred and ſeventy-thou- 
ſand ſelect men, which he kept 
in continual pay, well-armed and 
diſciplined, under the command 
of two-thouſand brave experienced 
officers. | 

S. How long did Uzziah rule 
in this manner ? 

T. All the days of his ſkilful 
and faithful tutor and counſellor 
Zechariah, who was the ſon of the 
prophet Zechariah, ſlain in the 
temple by the command of Foaſb, 
which was 33 years. But, as ſoon 
as he was dead, Uzz:ah, intoxicated 
with his own great power and 
proſperity, forgot his duty, and 
intruding into the prieſt's office, 
he, the moment that he took the 
Cenſer in his hand, to offer incenſe 
in the ſanctuary, was ſtruck with 
a leproſy, of which he could never 
after be cured 53 but was obliged 
to be ſeparated from all human ſo- 
ciety, and hve in a ſeparate 0105 
by himſelf. 

S. What could induce him. to 


attempt this crime, which I re- 


member, 
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member, was by the law made 
Death. Numb. xvill. 7. 
T. It is thought that he was led 


to this crime by a vain ambition, 


to imitate Heathen princes, who, 
in ſeveral countries joined both 


the regal and ſacerdotal offices to- 


gether: but the prieſthood in Ju- 
deah, was confined to the houſe of 
Aaron only, under pain of death : 
of which puniſhment, the leproſy 
of Uzziah was an exact Emblem. 
For, it may be ſaid, that from that 
time, he being entirely ſeparated 
from men, he was .in a kind of 
death, or had departed out of this 
world. 

S. Who then governed on the 
throne of Judah? 

T. His ſon Jotham immediate- 
ly took upon him the adminiſtra- 
tion of the ſtate, and ruled as 
vice-roy, till his father died after 
a reign of 52 years. 

S. Where was Uzziah the le- 
per buried! 

7. Not in the ſepulchres of his 
anceſtors, but in the ſame field, 
at ſome diſtance from them, on ac- 
count of his diſtemper. 

S, Were there no prophets in 
his long reign ? | 

T. Yes: no reign can boaſt of 
more prophets, than appeared in 
the days of Uzziah. The prophet 
Hoſea, the ſon of Beeri, who ſpoke 
politively of the captivity of the 
10 tribes, inveighed ſtrongly a- 
gainſt the diſorders and fins of the 
ces, and declared the judgments 
of God to be appfoaching for the 
wickedneſs of his people, appear- 


ed firſt in the days of Uzzz@b, and 


propheſied till the time of Heze- 
kiab, king of Judah. Now alfo 
we read of the prophet Joel, the 


ſon of Bethuel, who beſides other 
judgments, the ſame as we read 
in Amos, repreſents under the idea 
of an enemies army, thoſe vaſt 
ſwarms of locuſts, which in his 
time, brought great deſolation on 
TJudea. He exhorts to repentance, 
and promiſes mercy and forgive- 
neſs to thoſe, that would turn 
from their evil devices. He ſpeaks 
clearly of Chriſt, under the name 
of a Teacher of Righteouſneſs ; and 
is very explicit, in regard to the 
Holy Spirit, to be poured out on 
all fleſh; and concludes with a 
relation of the glorious ſtate of the 
goſpel. Amos was his co-tempo- 
rary, and began his threatenings 
againſt the nations at enmity with 
Iſrael : then he reproves Judah 
and Iſrael, for their fins; exhorts 
them to repentance; foretels their 
captivity, and other heavy judg- 
ments, that God would ſend on 
them, and foretels the future re- 
ſtoration of the Jews, and the 
coming in of the Gentiles. Obe- 
diah alfo flouriſhed in the days of 
theſe prophets, by denouncing 
judgments againſt the Edomites, 
and promiling ſucceſs to the arms 
of Fudah and Iſrael againſt them, 
and their other enemies; and alſo 
foretels the reformation and reſto- 
ration of the Jews, and the ſtate 
of ſalvation under Jeſus Chriſt, 
Jonah lived in this reign ; but ex- 
cepting that noble type of our Sa- 
viour's burial and reſurrection, his 
Propheſy ſeems rather to be an 
Hiſtory of his own faults and fail- 
ings, and of God's compaſſion and 
condeſcention to ſinful men. He 
was the ſon of Amittai, who pro- 
pheſied in the days of Jeroboam; 
and, he being ſent to Niniveh,te 
. exhort 
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exhort the inhabitants thereof to 
repent of their ſins, which called 
for vengeance from heaven, endea- 
voured to evade his commiſſion by 
taking ſhip at Joppa, a ſea-port 
town in Paleſiine on the Mediter- 
rancan, to ſail for Tarſus. But God, 
who will not be mocked, ſent a 
violent ſtorm, ſo that the Ship, in 
which he was embarked, was near 
to founder. Upon which the crew, 
looking upon ſo ſudden a ſtorm to 
be the effect of divine vengeance 
purſuing ſome malefactor on board 
their ſhip, endeavoured to diſcover 
the guilty perſon by caſting of lots. 
The lot fell upon Jonah. He was 
convicted in his own conſcience of 
his diſobedience to God's command, 
confeſſes the truth, and by his own 
requeſt was thrown into the ſea by 
the mariners. Then the ſca im- 
mediately calmed ; Jonah was ſwal- 
lowed up by a great fiſh; and, as 
God had prepared it for that pur- 
poſe, he, after three days and three 
nights prayer and ſupplication, was 
caſt up on the ſhoar, and made the 
beſt of his way to Nineveh ; where 
he preached ſo effectually, that all 
the inhabitants of that great city, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, put 
on ſack-cloath, and ſhewed all o- 
ther tokens of repentance ; ſo that 
God reverſed their doom. — This 
reign alſo was famous for the mini- 
ſtry of the prophet //a:ah, the ſon 
of Amos. His chief deſign was to 
foretel of the captivity of Babylon; 
the people's return from thence, 
and the flouriſhing kingdom of the 
Maſſiab; interſperſed with many 
convictions of ſin, directions in our 
duty, and conſolations in trouble, 
And he is ſo deſervedly praiſed for 
his ſublimity, majeſty, and ele- 


gance, that the greateſt men have 
compared him to the famous Gree# 
orator Dems/thenes. But he excels 
him in his birth; for //azah was de- 
2 of the royal family of Ju- 
dah. 

S. Did Jeroboam II, king of I/ 
rael leave no ſon to inherit the 
crown ? | 

T. Ves: He left a ſon, whoſe 
name was Zechariah ; but we don't 
find that he was admitted to the 
throne of his father, till the eight 
and thirtieth year of Uzz:iah, king 
of Judah; which, tho' moſt com- 
mentators have aſcribed to ſome 
confuſion in the ſtate, or to foreign 
wars, in which Jerabaam had left 
his people embroil'd, I rather ap- 
prehend ſhould be attributed to a 
party, who endeavoured again to 
unite with Judah under the proſ- 
perity of Uzziah; becauſe we find 
that when Uzz:4h declined, then the 
men of 1jrael ſet up Zechariah, Je- 
robaam's ſon, upon his father's 
throne ; and he was the fourth and 
laſt of Fehu's line. 

S. What character does he bear? 

T. He was a wicked prince. 

S. How long did he reign ? 

7. Only fix months, For Shal- 
lum murdered him, and uſurped the 
throne, But this news no ſooner 
reached the camp beſieging Tirzab, 
than Menahem raiſed the ſiege, 
marched directly to Samaria, de- 
feated and flew Shallum, and was 
himſelf raiſed by the army to the 
royal dignity of Vfrael. 

S. Did Menahem return after- 
wards to Tirzah? 

T. Yes: And having taken it 
by ſtorm, he laid, all the country 
waſte as far as Tiphzah, in the tribe 
of Ephraim, which he alſo took by 

aſſault, 
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aſſault, and barbarouſly put all ages 
and ſexes to the ſword, and ripped 
up the very women that were with 
child, thinking thereby ſo to ter- 
rify the whole kingdom, that none 
would dare to withſtand or oppoſe 
him. 

S. Did he meet with no oppoſi- 
tion? 

T. Only from Paul, king of A 
Hria, and father of Sardanapalus ; 
who reigned at Nineveh when Fonah 
preached there, but was now re- 
moved to Babylon? 

S. What did this king of - 
ria? 

T. Hearing of the diſtractions in 
Jrael he invaded their kingdom, 
on the eaſt ſide of Jordan, which 
lay nearef to his capital, But up- 
on Menahem's preſenting bim with 
three thouſand talents of ſilver, he 
not only bribed him to withdraw 
his forces, but engaged him to re- 
cognize and guarantee his title to 
the crown of //raz/. So that he 
lived in peace ever after.— This is 
* the firſt invaſion of rae! by the 
Aſſyrians ; and the firſt of the - 
rian kings mentioned in ſcripture, 
ſince the reign of Nimred. 

S, How long did Menabem 
reign ? 

T. Ten years; and died in the 
goth year of Uzziah king of Judah. 

8. Who ſucceeded Menabem ? 

T. His fon Pehahiahb, after one 
year's inter- regnum. 

S. How long did he reign? 

F. Only two years; when, in 
the laſt year of Uzziah king of Ju- 


dah, he was murdered in his royal 


palace by one Pekah, the general 
of his army, who uſurped the crown, 
and held it twenty years. 

S. Did he enjoy it peaceably ? 


T. No: He was continually har- 
raſſed by the Afyrians, who ſeveral 
times invaded his dominions under 
Tilgath Pileſer, who ravaged his 
country, ſeized upon the golden calf 
at Dan, and carried great numbers 
of his ſubjeQs into ſlavery. 

S. Who was this T/gath-Pile« 


fer? 


T. He was the ſame with Arbas 
ces Thilgamus, or Ninus Junior; 
who, together with Belaſis, headed 
the conſpiracy againſt Sardanapa- 
lus; and; upon dividing the king- 
dom with his fellow conſpirator, 
fixed his reſidence at Nineveh, the 
ancient capital of the Aſſyrian ſtate; 
as Beleſis, or Baladan, did his at 
Babylon. 

S. What became of the uſurpet 
Peſtab at laſt ? 

T. He was murdered by H Mea; 
the ſon of Elah. 

S. Who ſucceeded him in the 
throne? 

T. There was an inter- regnum 
for nine years; when the ſtate was 
governed by the elders. But at laſt 
F!:/hen obtained the government and 
kingdom. 

S. How did he govern Hfrael? 

7. It muſt be confeſſed, that he 
aſcended the throne by vile and 
wicked practices. But being once 


ſertled, he ſeems to deſervè a better 
character than many of his prede- 


ceſſors. He no longer withheld 
his ſubjects from going to Feruſa- 


lem, according to the commands 


ment in the law, to pay their ado- 
rations to the God of heaven; but 
he took away the frontier guards 
which former kings had flationed 
for to prevent the Iſraelites going up 
to worſhip at the ſolemn feaſis ; 
and he rather encouraged than for- 
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bade his ſubjects, on their return, 
to deſtroy all the monuments of ido- 
latry in his own dominions. 

S. Did not the A/jrians moleſt 
him? 

T. Yes: Tilgath- Pileſer being 
dead, his ſon and ſucceſſlor Salma- 
naſer, or Enemaſſar, or Shalman, 
invaded his country, ſubdued Sa- 
maria, and obliged him to pay an 
annual tribute. 

S. Did Hzo/hea pay that tribute 
punctually? 

T. Yes, for ſome years he did. 
But having engaged the aſſiſtance 
of the king of Egypt to aſſiſt 
him in caſe of need, he refuſed: 
Upon which Salmanaſer invaded 
his country again with a pow- 
erful army, ſubdued and plunder- 
ed it, ſeized upon the golden 
calf at Bethel; and, after three 
ears ſiege, took Samaria, and de- 
moliſhed it. He alſo took Haſbea 
priſoner, put him in chains, and 
impriſoned him for life: Carried 
the people into captivity, amongſt 
whom was good old Tobit; placed 
them in the north parts of Aria, 
and in the cities of the Medes, and 
ſupplied their habitations with co- 
lonies of his own Babyloniſb ſub- 
jects; that he might prevent the 
Jews combining together, to ſeek 
any means of ſhaking off their un- 


ealy yoke, and to recover their li- 


berty. 

S. How did the Aſſyrian colo- 
nies like their new habitations? 
T. They were at firſt too few 


for the land they were put in poſ- 
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ſeſſion of; ſo that the wild beaſt 
in a ſhort time multiplied to their 
great annoyance, which was the 
occaſion of that remarkable repre- 
ſentation theſe colonies made to the 
Aſſyrian court; in which they aſ- 
cribed this increaſe and annoy» 
ance of the wild beaſts, which in- 
feſted their habitations, to their own 
ignorance of the worſhip of the 
God of the country ; and therefore 
prayed that ſome prieſts of the Few- 
iſb nation might be ſent to inftrut 
them in that particular, —T his was 
granted, But as theſe colonies were 
in themſelves a mixture of ſeve- 
ral nations, that followed different 
Gods; one worſhipping Succoth- 
Beroth or Venus, in whoſe temple 
young virgins were once in their 
lives obliged to proſtitute themſelves 
to any one that would aſk the fa- 
vour : another worſhipping Nergal, 
a perpetual fire: another Aſpima, 
the heſt of heaven, or the whole fir- 
mament : another the fun : and an- 
other bowing down to Malech or 
Saturn ; they made a ſtrange and 
unaccountable medley of religion, 
when mixed with the religion of 
the true God, which theſe different 
people pretended to embrace, by 
the inſtruction of the Fer prieſts, 
without departing from their own 
idolatries. 


Thus ended the kingdom of / 


rael, after it had ſubſiſted 256 


years. And here we may date the 
beginning of that mungrel people, 


that were hencefor ward called Sa- 
maritans, 
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Of Jor hau and Anaz, Kings of Jupan. Of Anaz's Ido- 


latry and Wars. 
Revolt 
„His miraculous Deliverance 


Of King HEZEKIAH and his Piety. His 
from SALMANASSAR, wars with the Aſſyrians, and 
from them, Of Manassen, his 


Cruelty, Impiely, Bondage and Reſtoration. Of the Murder 


of Ao, and the Acceſſion of King Jos1an. 
with PHAROAH-NEco. 


Devotion, and War 


Of Jost AER“, 
Of his Son 


SHALLUM*s Advancement io the Throne, and the Change of 


his Name to JEHOAHAZ. 


His Defeat and Impriſonment. Of 


ELIAKIM or JEHOIAKIM, and his Abominations, Defeat, 


Bondage and Reſtoration. 
Captivity for 70 Years. 


JEREMIAH foretels the Babyloniſh 
Of JEHOIAcHIN, ZEDEKIAn, 
and the Impriſonment of the Prophet IT REMIAH. 


NB U- 


CHADNEZZAR takes JERUSALEM, and carries the Jews Cap- 


lives into Egypt. 


8. I D Jotham ſucceed his fa- 
ther Uzziah in Judah? 

T. Ves; at the age of twenty- 
five he began to reign in his own 
right. 

S. What character did he bear? 

T. He was a virtuous and good 
prince; exemplar in his reverence 
to God; juſtice to man; and care 
of the people committed to his 
charge. So that whatever was left 
unreformed in his days muſt be aſ- 
cribed to the wickedneſs and obſti- 
nacy of the people, and not to the 
king, in whom, ſays a certain 
author, (Solomon Farchi) there was 


no fault found.” —He repair'd the 


temple, built the high gate, and 
raiſed ſeveral fortifications for the 
ſtrength and defence of his territo- 
ries, 
S. Were there any wars in his 
reign ? 
T. The Moabites were now grown 
ſo powerful, that they invaded Fo- 


Prophane Hiſtory during this Period. 


tham; but God proſpered his arms; 
and he not only drove them out of 
his country, but obliged them to 
pay him a yearly tribute of 100 ta- 
lents of filver, and 10,000: mea- 
ſures of wheat, and as many of 
barley. 


S. Did the Moabites comply with 


theſe conditions ? 


T. For three years they paid it; 
when Jotham being threatned with 
a powerful confederacy of Nein 
king of Syria, and Pekah king of 
Iſrael to invade him, they revolted 
again with impunity. | | 

S. Did the confederate kings en- 
ter Judea? 

T. Yes: But before their pre- 
paration could take effect, Fotham 
died; and was ſucceeded by his ſon 
Ahaz, in the beginning of whoſe 
reign the confederate kings invaded 
Judea, and befieged Feruſalem, in- 
tending upon the taking thereof to 
extirpate the whole houſe of David, 
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and to make the ſon of Tabeal, a 
rich and factious Few, king over 
Judah. 

F. How did they ſucceed in this 
invaſion? 

T. Though Abaz degenerated 
much from his father's piety, God 
to ſhew that he only deſigned to 
puniſh that wicked generation, 
and not to cut off the whole ſami- 
ly of David, ſent the prophet J- 
ſaiah to encourage him in the de- 
fence of the city ; and as a proof 
that they ſhould not ſucceed in their 
attempt, he aſſured him, that both 
the confederate kings ſhould be cut 
off from the land before the ſon, 
which the prophet then had by his 
wife, ſhould be of age to diſcern 
between good and evil; and that 
the houſe of Dav:4 ſhould continue 
till the Me ſiah ſhould be born in 
a miraculous manner, of a pure 
virgin, deſcended of that family. 

S. Did the kings raiſe the ſiege ? 

T. Yes: but Aba growing more 
wicked, ſet up golden calves, made 
molten images of all the inferior 
heathen gods, ſacrificed, and burnt 
incenſe in the high places, and on 
the hill, and under every green 
tree, and offered ſome of his ſons 
ſor a burnt - offering unto Moloch, 
in the valley of Hinnom. Which ſo 
provoked the Lord, that the year 
following, he ſent the confederate 
kings again to chaſtize him. They 
divided their armies into three bo- 
dies, one under the conduct of 
Nein, another under Pekah, the 
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were his auxiliaries at this time, 
and being laden with plunder and 
captives returned to Damaſcus.— 
Pekah marched againſt Abaz, gave 
him battle, and killed 120000 of 
his men. Zichri took advantage 
of this victory, marched to Feru/a- 
lem, took it, and ſlew Maaſeiab the 
king's ſon, and all the great men 
of the kingdom that he could find. 
After this the two armies uniting, 
they returned, carried off vaſt ſpoils 
and above 200,000 captives, with 
an intention to ſell them for ſlaves, 
had not the prophet Oled or Oded, 
with the principal inhabitants of 
Samaria, met them as they ap- 
proached that city, and prevailed 
with them to clothe them out of the 
ſpoils, and to ſend them back to 
their own homes. 

S. Did Abax live peaceably af- 
ter this ? 

T. No: the Edomites to the 


ſouth, and the Philiſtines to the 


weſt, took advantage of theſe miſ- 
fortunes, and not only ſeized on 
thoſe parts that lay contiguous, but 
did much more miſchicf by their 
ravages and inroads. 

S. What did Ahaz do in this 
diftreſs ? ä | 

T. Inftead of turning to the God 
of heaven, he makes a league with 
the king of A//jr:a, and by a large 
preſent of gold and ſilver, taken 
out of the treaſury of the temple, 
and by promiſing to become his 
tributary and vaſſal for ever, en- 


gages Tiglath-Pileſer, king of 4/- 


third under Zichri, a mighty man of ſyr:a to aſſiſt him. n 
S. What did Tiglath-Pileſer do? 
7. He accepted the offer; march- 

ed with a great army againſt Re- 

zin, king of Syria, flew him in 
battle, took Daimaſcus, reduced the 
whole 


Ephraim, and invaded his kingdom 
in three different places at the ſame 
time. In this expedition Rezin 
took Elab, drove the Fews out of 
it, ſettled the Edomites in it, who 
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whole country under his dominions, 


tranſplanted the natives to Kzr in. 


Upper-media, and ſo put an end to 
the kingdom of Syria in Damaſcus, 
according to the predictions of J 
ſalab vii. . and Amos vii. 

Then he marched againſt Pelab, 
ſeized all that belonged to Iſrael 
beyond Jordan, and Teduced Pe- 
kah to the laſt extremity. 

S. Was Ahaz relieved by theſe 
mighty deeds of Tiglath-Pileſer? 

T. He was delivered from his 
former enemies; but now his aux- 


iliar Trglath-Pileſer marches to Je- 


ruſalem, and would not be ſatisfi- 
ed, till haz had given him all the 
veſſels of the temple, and paid him 
homage and obeiſance as his vaſſal, 
and tributary, at Damaſcus. On 
which occaſion, Ahaz ſeeing an 
idolatrous altar which touched his 
taſte, ſent a model thereof to U- 
rijab the high prieſt, with expreſs 
order to have one made like unto 
it; which, upon his return to Je- 
ruſalem, he placed in the temple, 
where the altar of the Lord ſtood 
before, which he removed for that 
purpoſe. 

S. What was to be the uſe of 
this altar ? 

T. He ordered it for ſacrifices 
to be offered thereon. But in a 
ſhort time he not only defaced the 
remaining furniture of the temple, 
but he ſhut it quite up, ſuppreſſed 
all divine worſhip throughout his 
dominions, and appointed the wor- 
ſhip of the Gods of the Syrians. 

S. Did not God puniſh him for 
this ? 

7. He cut him off by a ſudden 
firoke t the age of ſix and thirty, 
having g. reigned Flotten years. 

8. Where was lie buried? 


T. In the city of David, but 
not among the kings. 

S. Who ſucceeded him? 

7. His ſon Hezekiah being 25 
years old, who had during his fa- 
ther's ilIneſs been taken into. the 
public adminiſtration. 

S. Was he as bad as his father? 

T. No: for as ſoon as he was 
in full poſſeſſion of the throne, he 
opened the temple, removed the 
new altar, replaced the altar of the 
Lord, reſtored the fervice of the 


temple, revived the pa//over, and 


in good earneſt ſet up a thorough 


reformation of religion. He allo - 


deſtroyed the brazen ſerpent ta 
which the children of /rael to this 
day, Kings xviii. 4. did burn in- 
cenſe, from the time that Ahab's 
family had introduced all kinds of 
idolatry, and not from the time it 
had been erected by Moſes. And 
at laſt he proved the fincerity of 
his intentions, by reſtoring to the 
prieſthood all the Hihes and firff 


fruits, which the idolatrous princes. _ 
had taken from them, and over © 
and above provided for the daily: 


ſacrifices, &c. out of his own purſe. 

So that he obtained the character 

of the beſt of the kings of Judah. 
S. Did God ſhew him any par- 


ticular regard? 


T. He proſpered his arms a- 


gainſt the Philiſtines, from whom 
be gained not only all the cities of 


Fudah, they had taken from his 


father, but he diſpoſſeſſed them of 
almoſt all their own territories, ex- 
cept Gath and Gaza; and gave him 
courage to ſhake off the tribute and 
vaſſallage of Salmanaſ/ar. 


4 Did: not Salmanaſſar endeavour 


to oblige him ? 
7. He probably would e 


8 3 done 
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done it; but God fo ordered it, 
that, at the ſolicitation of the king 
of Gath, he marched againſt the 
Tyrians, who had reduced his city 
whichwar continuing five years, Sal- 
mana ſſar died before it was ended, 
which protected Hezettah from his 
power and reſentment. And when 
Sennacherib, Salmanaſſar's ſon and 
ſucceſſor, renewed the demand of 
the tribute, and marched with a 
great army to levy it by force, at 
a time that Hezetiab lay dange- 
rouſly ill, and had a meſſage from 
God, to ſettle his affairs, and to 
prepare ſor death, God heard his 
humble prayer, and remanded the 
ſame prophet with a promiſe of a 
Reprieve for fifteen years more in 
his life, and of a deliverance from 
the ¶Mrians. But Hezeirah could 
not believe ſuch great improbabi- 
lities, till at his own requeſt, God 
made the-ſun to go back ten de- 
grees upon the ſun-dial, that Aba 
had erected. After this, the pro- 
phet ordered a plaiſter of figs to be 
applied to Hezekiah's ulcer, and 
he recovered in three days. Then 
he provided 1 1 N the attempts of 
Salmanaſſar, by entering into an 
alliance with the king of Egypt, 
and with Merodach-baladan, king 
of Babylon, who was jealous of Sal 
manaſſar's greatneſs and growing 
power, and by providing every 
thing in his own dominions for a 


_ vigorous defence, and to annoy 


the enemy. He laid up great ſtore 
of ammunition, repaired and for- 
tified the walls of Feruſalem, with 
towers ; ſtopped up the mouths of 
all the fountains, aad conveyed the 
water by pipes into the city. 

S. How did theſe precautions 
ſucceed ? | 


T. Not at all: for God, hav- 
ing promiſed and given a token of 
his all- powerful aſſiſtance, was de- 
termined to convince Hezekiah of 
his error, in truſting to the weak 
alliance of the king of Egypt, and 
miſtruſting the Almighty's power : 
aud therefore reduced Hezehiah, 
to a neceſſity of ſubmitting to ſuch 
conditions, as Sennacherib did im- 
poſe upon him, before tho aid from 
Egypt could arrive. 

S. What were the conditions? 

T. Sennacherth was beſieging 
Lachiſh, and demanded 3000 ta- 
lents of filver, and thirty talents of 
gold. 

S. What is that in our money? 

T. The Hebrew talent of ſilver, 
contained 300 ſhekels, which is 
three Shillings ſterling : ſo that 
3oootalents of filver was 135, Oo0 . 
and the 3o talents of gold amount- 
ing to 260,000/. The whole a- 
mounted to three- hundred, fifty- 
one thouſand pounds /terling. 

S. Did this ſatisfy Sennacherib? 

T. He, for the preſent, with- 
drew ; and turned his army againſt 
Egypt, Hezekiah's ally. But, af- 
ter various ſucceſs in that war, he 


invaded Fudah again, inveſted 


Lachiſb, and ſent three of his prin- 


cipal officers, to demand the ſur- 
render of Jeruſalem. 
S. How came Sennacherib to 
give up his Egyptian expedition? 
Having gained conſiderable 
advantages, and juſt brought his 
plat-forms to bear, within a little 
of the walls of Peluſium, he raiſed 
the ſiege, and drew off his army, 
at the report that Terhakah, king 
of Ethiopia, was in full march, 
with a great army, to aſſiſt the E- 
zyptians, and to cut off his retreat. 
+: — And 
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And this is all the foundation of 
that fabulous account you, meet with 
in Herodotus, who, ſuppoling Sa- 
bacon or So, the king of Egypt at 
that time, was alſo the chief pon- 
tiff of the God Yulcan, avers, that 
upon Sabacon's prayer to his God 
Vulcan, there came in one night 
ſuch troops of rats into the camp of 
the AMrians, that they gnawed 
all their bow-ftrings in pieces; and 
ſo, in effect, diſarmed the whole 
camp of the beſiegers, and made 
them draw off from the town with 
precipitation. 

S. What anſwer did Hezetiaß 
return to Sennacherib's demand ? 

T. Hezekiah had been forced to 
ſtrip the very doors of the temple 
of the gold plates to pay the laſt 
contribution laid upon him : and 
now not only the breach of his a- 
greement, and demand of his capi- 
tal, but the blaſphemous and cruel 
language in which that demand was 
made, in deſtance of the God of 
heaven, and threatening to compel 
thoſe, that held out againſt Senna- 
cherib's army, to eat their own ex- 
crements, and to drink their own 
piſs, threw him into great agonies; 
he rent his cloaths, put on ſack- 
cloth, proclaimed and afliſted at a 
publick faſt in the temple, and con- 
ſulted the prophet //a:zah ; who bid 
him not fear his threats, and at the 
fame time foretold his deliverance. 
Hezetiah believed, and replied, that 
his reſolution was to defend his city 
to the laſt extremity. In the mean 
time Lachiſh ſurrendered, and the 
Aſhrian king inveſted Libnah, a 
ſtrong fortification that command- 
ed a paſs in the chops of the moun- 
tain.— From hence he ſends ano- 
ther ſummons in a letter, but as 


inſolent and blaſphemous as his 


former, to Hezetiab. Hezekiah a- 
gain conſulted Iſaiah, and received 
freſh aſſurances that God would 
protect Feruſalem, and would not 
ſuffer the Arian army to approach 
it. And accordingly Sennacherib 
ſoon after receiving certain intelli- 
gence that Terhakah king of Ethi- 
opia, or of the Cuthites in Arabia 
purſued him, he raiſed the ſiege of 
Libnah, and marched to give him 
battle, whom he intirely routed 
and then turning towards Fact 
lem with a reſolution to deſtroy the 
city, and every ſoul therein, the 
angel of the Lord came into the 
camp of the MHrians and flew 
185,000 men in one night, which 
terrified Sennacherib ſo much, that 
he immediately retired to his own 
territories, 

S, Who were the meſſengers 
that ſummoned 7eruſalem ? 

T. They were Tartan, or the 
preſident of his cuſtoms ; Rabſaris, 
or the chief eunuch ; and Rab/a- 
keh, or the principal cup-bearer. 
Thus you may obſerve that Tartan, 
Rabſaris and Rabjhakeh were not 


their proper names, but the titles 


of their offices or employments, 

S. What was that deflroying an- 
gel of the Lord that ſlew ſuch a 
number in one night? 

T. It was a meſlenger, or in- 
ſtrument in the hand of God; ei- 
ther a plague, or thunder, or light- 
ning, or fire from heaven, or a 
ſcorching wind, or ſome other 
leſs viſible means of death. 

S. Did Sennacherib make any o- 
ther attempt againſt Judab? 

T. No: For ſoon after he had 
ſettled himſelf at Nineveh, his two 
eideſt ſons, Adrar::lech and Sha- 
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rezar, conſpired againſt him, and 
flew him with their own hands, 
as he was worſhipping in the tem- 
ple of Niſroch his God, pretending 
that it was for their own preſerva- 
tion; their father having determin- 
ed, as they ſaid, to actifice them, 

But whatever the reaſon was that 
they athgned for this parracide, 
they were forced to flee into Ar- 
dae nia, and leave the throne to 
their younger brother Eſarbaddon. 

S. How did Hezekiah ſhew his 
thankfulneſs to God for this ſingu- 
lar favour and deliverance ? 

T. From this time he lived in 
peace, and ſhew'd his thank! 'ulneſs 
in a juſt diſcharge of his duty, ap- 
plying bis thoughts to the well go- 
verning of his people, and to im- 
prove them in the true worſhip of 
God. He alſo erected magazines 
of Arms, and provided Feru/alem 
with a new aqueduct, 

S. How long did he reign ? 

FT. He died in the 26th year of 
his reign ; and was buried in a nich 
at the upper end of the chief room 
of the royal ſepulchres of the houſe 
of David. 

S. Who ſucceeded him? 

T. His fon Aanaſſeh. 

S. Did he inherit his father” s vir- 
tues? 

T. No: He was the worſt of all 
his race, eſpecially in the beginning 
of his reign. For, being only 12 
years old at his acceſſion to the 
throne, and falling into the hands 
at wicked and idolatrous guardians 
and counſellors, he was brought up 
in the ſtrongeſt averſion to the lar; 
and not only worſhipped idols, re- 
ſtored high - places, erełted altars to 
Baal; but he ſet up an idol in the 
very ſanctuary, ſacriſiced his chil- 


— 


dren to Moloch, and practiſed witch- 
crafts and enchantments. Nor did 


he ſtop here; he perſecuted thoſe 
that would not conform to his wor- 


ſbip, and ſtained the land with the 


innocent blood, even of the prophets, 
who were ſent to reprove him in 
the name of the Lord, 

S. Who were the prophets that 
were ſent to reprove Manaſſeh? 

T. They were Hoſhea, Feel, 
Nahum, Habbakkuk, Obediah, and 
1/aiah, who as he was of the blood- 
royal, and a great favourite in the 
late reign, taking extraordinary 
pains to reclaim his kinſman from 
the eyil of his ways, drew upon 
himſelf that ſevere torture of being 


ſawn aſunder with a wooden ſaw 


by the king's command. 

S. How did God look upon this 
impiety and cruelty ? 

T. He raiſed up Sargon, or Eſar- 
addon, king of Aria, to invade 
him. Who having made himſelf 
maſter of Balylon and Chaldea, and 
ſo united the two empires, ſent 
Tartan, his general into Paleſſ ine, 
who marching with a great army, 
picked up in his way the remains 
of the ten tribes of {/rae], reduced 
Fudea, vanquiſhed Manaſſeh in 
battle, took him hid among briars 
and brambles, and carried him to 
Eſarhaddon, who put him in icons 
at Babylon. 

S. Did the king of Babylon ne- 
yer releaſe him ? 

7. He was afterwards reſtored 
to his crown, But it was not in 
Eſarhaddon's reign, but by his ſuc- 
ceſſor Sass Duckin, 

S. How did he behave after * 
reſtoration? 

T. His captivity and chains bad. 
made him ſenſihle of his impieties. 
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Bo that he, upon his return to Je- 
ruſalem, endeavoured all in his 
power to put the ſtate of religion 
upon the ſame footing as it had been 
in his father's time. And God was 
appeaſed, and bleſſed him after this 
with a long and proſperous reign, 

S. How long did he reign? 

T. Fifty five years. The long geſt 
reign of all the kings of Judah, 
He was not buried in the royal ſe- 
pulchres, but with Uzzzah, 

S. Who ſucceeded Manaſſeh? 

T. His fon Ammon. But he, 
being given up to all manner of 
wickedneſs and impiety, was mur- 
dered by ſome of his vwn domeſ- 
ticks, after a reign of two years 
and was ſucceeded by his ſon Fofiah, 
who was only eight years old, 

S. What became of the mur- 
derers ? 


T. They were ſeized and put to 
death. 


S. Did Joſiah fall into the care 
of good guardians © 

T, Yes: By which he became a 
prince of very extraordinary worth, 
equal, if not ſuperior, in piety, 
virtue and goodneſs to the beſt of 
his predeceſſors.—At the age of 
ſixteen he took the reins of govern- 
ment into his own hand ; and tak- 
ing a progteſs through his domi- 
nions, and penetrating even into 
the remnant of the ten trives, he 
made a thorough reformation in re- 
ligion; and, coming to Bethel, be 
met with the ſepulchte of the pro- 
phet, who had foretold of him, 
Tofiah by name, above three hun- 
dred years before. But what ſerved 
to confirm him, and prompt him 
more zealouſly in this good work of 
reformation, was the boo of the law 


of the Lord given by Moſes; which 


Hilkiah the high-prieſt found acci- 
dentally, as he ſurveyed and dili- 
gently examined every part of = 
temple by the king's command, 
order to repair and beautify it. 


S. How did Fofiab receive this 
book ? 705 


T. When he heard the curſes de- 
nounced in the xxviii, xxix, and 
xxxth chapters of Deuteronomy, a- 
gainſt a wicked people, he, know- 
ing the wickedneſs of the land, 
rent his cloaths, and ſent imme- 
diately to the propheteſs Huldah 
to enquire how he ſhould do it, 
and whether there were any hopes 
of appealing God's wrath? Who 
anſwered, that God would certainly 
bring thoſe curſes on the land ; but 
not in the days of good 7oſtah. Who 
then proclaimed a folemn aſſembly 
of all the elders and people; and, 
having ordered the law to be read 
to thein, engaged them to ſubſcribe 
with him to its due obſervance. 
After this he took another tour 
through Judab and Samaria, in 
which he utterly deſtroyed all the 
remains of idolatry that he could 
meet with, And being returned to 
FJeruſalem, he alſo at the appointed 
time kept the Paſſover, according 
to the preſcribed form of the law, 


with the greateſt magnificence. 


S. Had Foftab any wars? 

7. None, till Pharach Necs, 
king of Egypt, who was a bold en- 
terprizing man, and had laid a 
ſcheme for the whole monarchy of 


Aſſia, by deſtroying the united 


force of the Babylanians and Medes, 
demanded to paſs through Judea, 
that he might attack Cherchemiſh, 
or Cercuſium, alias Cerceſium, a City 
belonging to the king of Babylen, 
and ſituate on the Euphrates, Which 


Tofiah 
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Fofiah refuſing, and endeavouring 
to prevent with all his forces at 
Megiddo, he was mortally wounded 
in the plain near that city by the 
Egyptian archers; becauſe God's 
decree for the removal of 7uda/ 
into captivity had irrevocably paſt. 

S, Did he fall into the hands of 
the victors? 

T. No: He eſcaped to Feruja- 
lem, and died there in the thirty- 
ſecond year of his reign, to the great 
loſs and grief of his people. He 
was buried in the royal ſepulchres. 

S. Who reigned in Judah afte 
him ? 

T. The people ſet up and anoint- 
ed Shailum his younger ſon to reign 
over them : The ſame as is called 
Fehachaz. 

S. Why did they /et him up in 
prejudice of his elder brother ? 

T. It is ſuppoſed, that he was of 
a more martial ſpirit, and better 
qualified to defend their liberties in 
that crit, when theking of Egypt 
had form'd a deſign to overthrow 
and deſtroy them. 

S. But wdy did they uſe the ce- 
remony of anznting, which is not 
mentioned in molt of his predeceſ- 
ſors? 

T. That, tho' he was a younger 
brother, elected 1n prejudice of his 
elder brethren, his title might not 
be diſputed. The people in that 
action exerting their authority to 
elect a proper governor to pro- 
tect them from their enemies, when 
they apprehended danger from the 
prevarication, or weakneſs of the 
next heir: For in all diſputed caſes, 
and where the kinzdom came to 
be conteſted, anointing was ever 
thought to give a preference, 


_ 
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S. Was Shallumhis proper name? 

T. Yes: But as the people look- 
ed upon it to be ominous z becauſe 
Shallum king of 1ſrael reigned but 
ene month ; they, at his anointing, 
changed it into 'Zeboahaz. 

S. Did this change of his name 
anſwer their vain expectation ? 

T. No: For he reigned but three 
monthe. 

S. Did he endeavour to avenge 


his father's death, and to repulſe 


Pharoah-Necs ? 

T. As he was a man of a bold 
and daring ſpirit, he collected the 
beſt army he could in ſuch an exi- 
gence, and forced the Egyptian king 
to a pitched battle: in which he 
had the misfortune to be taken pri- 
ſoner: and becauſe he had taken 
upon him the government of Judah 
without Neco's conſent, he put him in 
chains, confined him for life at Ba- 
bylon, Fer. xxii. 11. and march- 
ing to bro accepted of an an- 
nual tribute of 100 talents of filver, 
and a talent of gold, and obliged 
the land to recognize Eliabim, Shal- 
lum's elder brother, to be their 


king, whoſe name he changed into 


Feboiakim a method which con- 
querors were wont to take, to teſtify 
their abſolute power over them. 

S. What character has Jehoia- 
him leſt ? 

T. A very bad one. For be re- 
laxed all the good order and diſci- 
pline, which his father had inſti- 
tuted, and idolatry again was tole- 
rated among a depraved people. 

S. Did God take no notice of 
this ? | | 

7. He ſent firſt Feremiah the 
prophet to denounce his judgments, 
both in the king's palace, and in 


ſe 
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the temple; and afterwards he 
raiſed up the prophet Uriah to do 
the ſame thing. 

S. How did the king and the 
people reliſh theſe denouncations ? 

T. Not at all, The prieſts, 
whom Fo/iah had diſqualified for 
temporixing with his idolatrous pre- 
deceſſors, and were now reſtored to 
the exerciſe of thoſe abominations 
practiſed on the high places, con- 
trary to the expreſs law for ſacrifi- 
cing at Jeruſalem only, fearing leſt 
they might again be brought into 
diſgrace by this boldneſs of the pro- 
phets, ſeized upon Teremiah, and 
accuſed him before the king's coun- 
cil of diſaffection to the eſtabliſh- 
ment, and of moving ſedition a- 
mong the people. But tho” they 
hoped to have had him condemned 
to die, Jeremiah, by the favour 
and intereſt of Ahitam, a principal 
lord of the council, was honourably 
acquitted, Yet it did not happen 
ſo well with the prophet Uriah. 


ehoiatim was reſolved to have his 


life: and tho' the prophet fled into 
Egypt for refuge againſt his tyranny, 
he got him ſeized, and brought pri- 
ſoner to Feruſalem. W here he was 
condemned to die, executed, and 
contemptuouſly uſed after his death. 

S Who was that good Abitam? 
T. He was the ſon of Shaphan, 
the ſcribe and chief miniſter of ſtate 
under king Jeſiah; and the brother 
of Gemariah, Elaſah and Faaza- 
mah, who were alſo in great au- 
thority, and members of the privy 
council, He was alſo father to 
Gedaliah, who was afterwards made 
governor of the land under the 
Chaldeans, 

S. Did not God viſit the nation 


for their evil ways, according to 


thoſe denounciations made by his 
prophets ? | | 

T. In the fourth year of his reign 
Nebuchadnezzar, being admitted by 
his ancient father Nabopollaſar, king 
of Babylon, into partnerſhip with 
him in the empire, reſolved to re- 
cover Syria and Paliſtine, which 
had revolted from his father, To 
this end he marches with a nume- 
rous army, defeated Neco's Egyp- 
tian army on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, proceeded to Jeruſalem, 
took it, and carried the king, and 
part of the veſſels of the temple to 
Babylon, —It was during this inva- 
ſion that the Rechabites, a people that 
lived in caves and deſert places upon 
pulſe and herbs, that they gathered 
wild in the mountains, and abſtain- 


ed from wine, according to the in- 


ſtitution or commandment of one 
Jonadab, the ſon of Rechab, came 
to ſeek protection from the enemy 
in 7eruſalem ; and were produced 
by 7ereniah, as a reproof to the 
Fetus, for their diſobedience to God 
in the weightier matters of the law. 

S. Did the king of Babylon keep 
Zehoaiakim priſoner for life? 

T. No: He reſtored him to his 
crown, on condition of paying 
him a large annual tribute. 


S. Did Fehoiakim reform bimſelf 


and people after his reſtoration ? 

T. No: He was rather more 
wicked. Upon which Jeremiah 
foretold a ſecond invaſion from Ba- 
bylon, the deſolation of Judea, a 
ſeventy years captivity of the two 
tribes, and many more calamities 
that would overtake them, did not 
the king and his wicked ſubjeQts ſeek 
the Lord with all their hearts. 

S. How did they reliſh this pro- 


phecy ? | 
T, They 
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T. They were ſo enraged, that 
eremiah was obliged to provide 


for his own ſafety, by concealing 


himſelf, At which time, he, by 
God's particular direction, em- 
ployed Baruch to write a collection 
of thoſe judgments he had denounc- 
ed at ſcveral times againſt Iſrael 
and Judab; and then, on the day 
of exptation, to go up into the tem- 


ple, and read them in the hearing 


of all the people, 
SF. Did Baruch do fo ? 
T. Yes: He read them firſt to 


the people ; and afterwards to the 


. princes or great men, who were 


aſſembled in the ſecretary's cham- 
ber. —T hey immediately concluded 
it to be their duty to acquaint the 
king with theſe extraordinary pre- 
ditions ; yet, knowing him to be 
of an haſty and violent temper, 
they adviſed Baruch and his maſter 
Jeremiab to provide for their own 
ſecurity, till they ſhould ſee what 
effect this book would have upon 
the king. 

S. How did the king receive it? 

et Before he had heard much of 

t, he ordered it to be burnt before 
his eyes, and commanded his offi- 
cers to ſeize the prophet and Ba- 
uch, if they could be found. But 
God protected them; and com- 
manded Jeremiah to compile ano- 
ther book in the ſame manner, and 
to add more denounciat ions againſt 
Jeboiatim and his houſe. 

S. Who was this Baruch? 


7. He was of an illuſtrious birth 


in the tribe of 7udah; but, by his 
acherence to ke, he drew up- 
on himſelf many perſecutions, and 
very ſevere treatment. | 

S. Is Baruch the author of that 
bcok that goes under his name? 


T. It was not deemed canonical 
among the Jews, Nor is it yet 
agreed whether we ſhould conſider 
it to be hiſtorically true, or a mere 
fiction. Therefore I am inclined to 
think it to be the invention of ſome 
helleniſlical Few, under the name 
of Baruch, 5 

S. Did the prophecies of Fere- 
miah come upon the nation? 

T. Yes: and that ſoon. For 
Tehoiakim, after three years refuſing 
to pay the tribute; and, having 
renewed his-confederacy with Ne- 
co, king of Egypt, Nebuchadnezzar 
ordered all his viceroys and gover- 
nors of thoſe provinces, the Chal- 
dees, Syrians, Moabites and Ammo- 
nites, which bordered upon Judea, 
to make war againſt him, till he 
could be diſingaged to march againſt 
him in perſon. From this time 
Zekoiakim ſuffered much from all 
quarters; and at laſt, in the 11th 
year of his reign, he was killed in 
a ſally, which he made when Ne- 
buchadnezzar*s forces beſieged Je- 
ruſalem, and lay above ground un- 
buried. Jer. xxxvi. 30. 

S. Did Feruſalem ſurrender on 
the death of Jehoialim? 

T. No: They admitted his ſon 


Jebsiachin, or Contah, or Feconiah, 


which are ſeveral names for the 
ſame perſon, to the throne, But 
in about three months aſter, Nebu- 
chadnezzar coming in perſon with 


his royal army to Feruſalem, al- 
ready blocked up, carried on the 


ſiege with ſuch vigour, that, de- 
ſpa: ring of all relief, Jehoiachin 
yielded up the citv and himſelf to 
the mercy of the king of Balylin. 


S, w hat became Ry him after- 


wards ? 
SD — it is thought, 
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was inclined to continue him on 
the throne, in conſideration of a 
certain tribute. But his counſellors 
over-ruled this intention; and he 
ſent Fehoiachin in chains to Babylon. 

S. How did the conqueror be- 
have to the people ? 

T. He plundered the temple and 
the royal palace; and he carried 
away with him all the moſt valiant 
men, and uſeful artificers, to the 
number of ten thouſand, leaving 
only the poorer ſort of people in 
the land; over whom he made 
Hattaniah, the third ſon of Jeſiab, 
king, having changed his name to 
Zedekiab, and taking a ſolemn oath 
of him to be faithful and obedient 
to the crown of Babylon. 

S. Did Zedekiah preſerve his al- 
legiance ? 


T. No: For Nebuchadnezzar had 


no ſooner evacuated his conqueſt, 


than Zedekiah was perſuaded by the 
Ammonites, Maabites, Edomites, Zi- 
donians, Tyrians, and ſome other 
neighbouring nations to join with 
them, in order to ſhake off his yoke, 
and to withſtand his future attempts 


over their liberty. This was much 


diſapproved by Jeremiah, the pro- 
phet of the Lord: But tho' Fere- 
mah prevailed with him not to join 
in this league againſt the king of 
Babylon; and exhorted thoſe Fetus, 
who were captives in the Babylonyb 
dominions, not to attempt or ex- 
pect their deliverance, till it ſhould 
be brought about by the providence, 
and according to the decree of the 
Almighty: Yet, in the ſeventh 
year of his reign, Zedekiab, having 
engaged Pharaoh Hophra to aſſiſt 
him, rebelled ; and one Shemiab, 
with other falſe prophets, ſtirred 
up the captives to diſobedience ; and 
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Shemiah in particular accuſed him 
by letter to Zephaniah, the ſecond 
prieſt, &c, as a madman, and a 
falſe prophet z and adviſed his con- 
finement. 

S. What regard was there paid 
to this remonſtrance againſt Fere- 
miah? 

T. He was ſeized, and not only 


abuſed with words and blows, but 


he was put in the ſtocks, for per- 
fiſting in the truth of his prophecies 
againſt thoſe that would take up 
arms againſt the king of Babylon. 

S, How did Jeremiah bear theſe 
indignities? 

T. He was commanded of God 
to ſend again to thoſe of the capti- 


vity, to let them know that he 


would puniſh Shemzah and his poſte- 
rity very ſeverely for deceiving 
them. 

S. Was there no other prophet 
of the Lord to corroborate the pre- 
dictions of Jeremiah ? | 

T. Ves: Ezeliel propheſied the 
ſame things at Babylon He fore- 
told the taking of Feruſalem by the 
Chaldeans; the flight of Zedetiab; 
the putting out of his eyes; his im- 
priſonment and death; the carrying 
away the remainder of the Vetus 
into captivity; the deſolation of 
their country, and the many and 
great calamities that ſhould befal 
them for their iniquities: But 
mercy and peace, and reſtoration 
to thoſe that ſhould remain ſteady 
and faithful in God's ſervice. _ 

S. Did not the king of Babylon 
puniſh the falſe prophets, that en- 
deavoured to move ſedition among 
the captive Jets? 


T. Yes: Hefirſt of all ſeized one 


Ahab, the ſon of Kolaiah ; and Ze- 


dekiah, the ſon of Maaſciab; and 


ſentenced 
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ſentenced them both to be roaſted 
to death on a fire. 

$. Were all Feremah's prophe- 
cies levelled againſt the diſobedient 
Jets? 

T. No: For at the time that 
Seraiah carried the tribute to Baby- 
lan, in the fourth year of Zedekiah, 
this prophet gave him à book of 
. prophecies, foretelling the divine 


Judgments to be executed by the 
Medes and Perfians upon Chaldea 


and Babylon; which he commanded 


him to read to his captive brethren 
on the banks of the Euphrates, and 
then to ſink it with a ſtone in the 
' aid river. | 

S. How did Zedetiabh execute his 
deſign of ſhaking off the yoke of 
the king of Babylon e 

T. He was not able to ſtand be- 
fore Nebuchadnezzar, who was no 
ſooner informed of his rebellion, 
but he aſſembled a great army, 
marched to Judea, over-ran the 
whole country, took moſt of the 
cities, and blocked up Feruſalem ſo 
cloſely, that in a ſhort time a ſore 
famine raged in the city.—At firſt 
Zedekiah and his people, dreading 
the conſequences, made a ſhew of 
returning unto the Lord: But upon 
the news that ZÞphra, king of E- 
gypt, was in full march to relieve 
them, and that Nebuchadnezzar had 
raiſed the ſiege to meet and give 
him battle, they forgot the cove- 
nant of reformation, &c. which 
they, upon this occaſion, had vowed 
unto the Lord, and broke it, and 
clapped Feremiah in cloſe confine- 
ment, and teat him. 

S. Did the Chaldeans return again? 

T. Yes: For upon information 
that Nebuchadnezzar had raiſed the 
ſiege, and was in full march to give 
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them battle, the Egyptians retired 
before him into their own country. 
Then the king of Babylon reſumed 
the ſiege. Zedekigh enquires of Je- 
remiah the fate of the war. And 
he delivering himſelf in diſagreeable 
terms, was caſt into a naſty dun- 
geon, where he compoſed thoſe 
mournful meditations, preſerved in 
the third chapter of Lamentatiens ; 
and where he muſt have periſhed, 
had not Ebed- Melech, an Egyptian, 
but a proſelite, and chief officer of 
the king's houſe, interceded with 
his royal maſter for his enlargement. 
Upon which Jeremiah was remand- 
ed to his former priſon; and pro- 
miſed his charitable interceſſor, that 
he ſhould not periſh in the ſtorming 
of the city.—Once more Zedekiah 
conſulted Jeremiah privately ; in 
which the prophet ſtrictly adhered 
to his former advice of ſurrendering 
to the king of Babylon : But this 
counſel being rejected, and the in- 
habitants reduced to the neceſſity of 
eating one another, Nebuchadnezzar 
made a general aſſault on the gth 
day of the 4th month of the 11th 
year of Zedekiah's reign ; and car- 
rying the city by ſtorm about mid- 
night, he filled every place with 
blood and ſlaughter. 

S. Did he take Zeddbioh ? 

T. At firſt Zedehiah, and ſome 
of his friends, with his wives and 
children, eſcaped out of the city: 
But they were ſoon diſcovered and 
taken, and brought to Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who was at Riblah, a city 
of Syria, in the land of Hamah, 
which was afterwards called An- 
toch, —Here Nebuchadnezzar re- 
proached him for his rebellion, or- 
dered his ſons, and the princes tak- 
en with him, to be ſlain in his 

ſight, 
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fernes was lain by the intrigue and 


ſight, and then commanded his eyes 
to be put out, and his body to be 
ſent in chains of braſs to Babyln, 
there to remain priſoner for lite. 

S. Was Nebuchadnezzar per- 
ſonally at the fiege ? 

T. No: He refided at Riblah all 

the time, and committed the care 
of the ſiege to Nebuzaradan, the 
captain of his guards, who deſtroyed 
all the fortifications of Jeruſalem, 
plundered the temple, and carried 
the beſt of the people captives to 
Babylon. Which diſmal ſcene is 
the ſubject of Feremiah's Lamenta- 
tions; and gave occaſion to the 
Jews to keep ever ſince two annual 
faſts in remembrance thereof. 
S. Did Nebuchadnezzar leave any 
governor over the poorer ſort, that 
were permitted to ſtay to till the 
ground, &c ? 

T. He appointed Gedaliah, the 
ſon of Ahikam, to be the governor ; 
and, at Feremahb's own requeſt, 
permitted him to continue in the 
land, and recommended him to the 
favour and particular care of Geda- 
hah. 

S. Was this Nebuchadnezzar the 
ſame as we ſometimes call Nebz- 
codonoſor ? 

T. Yes: This was that Nebu- 
codonoſor, or emperor, mentioned in 
the book of Judith, who, in the 
beginning of the ninth year of Ze- 
dekiah king of Judah, having de- 
feated and flain Arphaxad, or De- 
aces, king of the Medes, and plun- 


dered Ecbatana, the royal ſeat of the 


Median empire, ſent his general 
Holofernes to chaſtize thoſe weftern 
tributary provinces, that had not 


obey' d his ſummons, nor ſent their 


quotas to aſſiſt him in that war. 
But after many mighty deeds, Holo- 


craft of Judith, in the fiege of Be- 
thulia, a ſtrong town of the tribe 
of Sm, And ſome have con- 


jectured, that this ſucceſs ſpirited 


up the Few; nation to rebel againſt 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

S. IJ have heard that the Medes 
lived not in cities, but in caves and 
huts: What mean you then by the 
_ city Ecbatana? 

T. The Medes hitherto had lived 
diſperſed in huts, caves and tents all 
over the country; but Arphaxad, 
or Dejoces, founded the city Ecba- 
tana upon a ſpacious eminence, 
and brought into it the whole na- 
tion of the Medes. He encom- 
paſſed it with feven walls, at equal 
diſtance from each other. The firſt 
was the loweſt, and 178 furlongs 
in circumference. The reſt roſe 
gradually, and overlooked each o- 
ther about the height of a battle- 
ment. The battlements were of 
different colours. The firſt was 
white ; the ſecond black ; the third 
red; the fourth blue; the fifth a 
deep red; the ſixth filver colour; 
and the ſeventh of a geld colour. 
The royal palace aud treaſury ſtood 
within the ſeventh wall. Which 
palace was ſeven furlongs round, 
and ſome of its beams are ſaid to 
have been of maſſy filver, and-the 
cedar ſtrengthened with plates of 
gold. 

S. What memorable things were 
there tranſacted among the heathens 
in this period ? 

T. In the 35th year of Uzziah 
king of Judah, the olympic games 
were inſtituted in Greece, They 


took their names from Olympia, 
(fince called Piſa) a city near Elis 
in Peloponneſus, 'They were cele- 

| brated 
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brated in honour to Jupiter, whoſe 

Image, made by Phidias, and e- 
refed here, was anne one of 
the wonders of the world. One 
Hercules, a prieſt of Oybele, had be- 
gun them about 440 years before 
this time; but had been long diſ- 
continued, till [phitus re-eſtabliſh'd 
them in the life-time of Lycurgus, 
and were in requeſt till Con/lantine 
the Great, after his converſion to 
Chriſtianity ſlighted them, as ſa- 
vouring too much of pagan ſuper- 
ſtition; and at laſt they were ut- 
rerly unfrequented in the reign of 
Theodsfius. 

I be exerciſes uſed in theſe games 
were the playing at whirl bat, the 
coit, leaping, wreſiling and racing, 
either on foot, hotſeback, or in cha- 
riots. They continued five days, and 
revolved every four years. Kings 
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did not think it beneath chem to 


enter the liſts, tho' the prize was 


no better than a garland, or crown 


of palm or oliue branches. But tho? 

The inſtitution of theſe games was 
intended to encourage the aQivity 
of the: body ; they were afterwards 
made to ſerve as the epocha' of 
the Greek chronology, which be- 
fore this invention was very con- 
fuſed. 

Next to this wra J muſt alſo in- 
form you, that in the eleventh 
year of 7otham king of Judah, the 
city of R:me was built by Romulus ; 
from which time the Romans begin 
their account of time, and regulate 
their chronology. 

This new foundation was imme- 
diately in the next year ſucceeded 
by the diſſolution of the A/jrian 
monarchy, 
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C HAP. XXI. 
Of the Government o 


Jup, and Behaviour of the Jews during 
the Babyloniſh Captivity. Of NeBucnannezzaRr's Dream, 
and its Interpretation by Dax IEI. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S 
Conqueſt of EVT, and Death, Of the Succeſſors of NRBU- 

c CHADNEZZAR, and the Overthrow of BaBYLON bythe 
Mzepzs and PERSIAns. Of Darius, Cyrus, and the Ex- 
altation of Dax IE IL the Prophet; th: Conſpiracy to take away 
Cyrus reſtores the 
* Jews 1 Liberty, and their Return to Junta. Of CAUBT· 
SEs, ARTAXERXES, and the Impoſtir SMERDIS, &c.. Of 


the Oppgſition of the SAMARITANS 10 the Jews reſettling at 


JERUSALEM, and their Protection under the Perſian Monarchs. 


Of XE RXES and ARTAXERXES. Of ESTHER, Mane 
and Haman. Ti be Inf wian of. the Feaſt of Lots. 


8. Ho. long did Gedaliah go- ſide at Mirpab, a city in the tribe 
vern Judea? of Dan, on the eaſt ſide of Jordan, 

T7. Gedaliah was appointed to re- where berepaired immediately upon 
the 
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the departure of the Chaldeans. 
But before he had well taken the 
reins of government in his hands, 
one Iſmnael, of the blood royal, 
came to him, and in a treacherous 
manner, under the pretence of a 
friendly viſit, flew him at his own 
table; and to keep the matter ſe- 
crety he did not ſpare either Few 
or Chaldean in Mizpah. 


S. Did 1/mael ſeize upon the go- 


vernment ? 
T. No: For tho? he before hand 
made a league with Baalis, king of 


the Ammonites, for that purpoſe; 
he was ſo near purſued by Jo- 


hanan, the ſon of Kereah, that he 
narrowly eſcaped with his life to 
Baalis. 

S. What became of Jeremiah? 

T. He abode ftill in Judea : and 
when 7ohanan conſulted him con- 
cerning his going into Egypt, and 
of carrying the remnant of the peo- 
ple with him, leaſt the king of Ba- 
bylon ſhould come upon them, and 
puniſh them for the murder of his 
governor, Gedeliah ;, he diſſuaded 
them from it, and promiſed them 
ſucceſs and peace, if they would 
continue eaſy in their habitations ; 
but threatened them with all the 
woes he had pronounced, did they 
go into Egypt. This had no ef- 
fect on Johanan, who immediate- 
ly taking Feremiah, and Baruch 
his ſcribe, and the remnant of 
Judab, departed for Egypt, and 


| Raid there till they were ſeverely 


puniſhed for their diſobedience. 
S. How did the Fews behave in 

Egypt. 

T. They preſently gave them- 

ſelves up to the idolatrous worſhip 

of the land, and in particular wor- 


S. In what part of Egypt did 
they fix themſelves ? ___ 

T. At Migdol, over-againſt Ba- 
all zephon, near the Red. Sea; at 
Tah panbes or Daphne, not far from 
Peluſium; at Noph or Memphis ſi- 
tuate above the parting of the Vile, 
or where the Delta begins ; and in 
the country of Pathros or Thebais, 
or the Upper Egypt, ſo called from 
the city Thebes. «4 

S. Could not Jeremiah reſtrain 
them from idolatry ? 

T. No: For though he was 
compelled to denounce judgments 
againſt them in expreſs terms ; and 
foretold the conqueſt of Egypt, by 
Nebuchadnezzar, which came to 
paſs in the ſpace of eighteen years ; 
they continued in their fins; and 
it 1s believed by ſome authors of 
good repute, that they ſtoned him 
to death. : 

S. Did not Daniel propheſy a- 
bout this time? 

T. It is certain that Daniel was 
born of the blood royal, and car- 
ried away in the firſt captivity of 

udab, and reign of Fehotakim. 
e with three more youths, Ha- 
naniah, Miſhael, and Azariab, of 
diſtinguiſhed beauty, were put un- 
der the care of one Apenaæ, the 
maſter of the eunuchs to be in- 


ſtructed in all the learning of the 


Chaldæans, eſpecially aſtronomy, 
and the interpretation of dreams; 
and on that occalion, he gave 
them the names of Belteſhazzar, 


| Shadrach, Meſhac, and Abednego. 


Daniel ſoon diſtinguiſhed his 
parts by telling and interpreting 
the king's dream, when none of 
his magicians were able to do it, 

S. What was the dream? _ 

T. Nebuchadnezzar, as he ſlept, 

T ſaw 
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ſaw a bright and terrible image, 
whoſe head was gold, his breaſts 
and arms ſilver, his belly and thighs 
of braſs, his legs of iron, and his 
feet, part of iron, and part of clay, 
which was daſhed to pieces by a 
Fane, and the ſtone became a moun- 
tain, and filled the whole earth. 

S. How did Daniel diſcover this? 

T. He and his companions pray- 
ed to the God of Heaven, and the 
Almighty revealed it unto Daniel. 

S. What is the interpretation 
of this dream? 

T. It ſignified the four great mo- 
narchies of the world, namely, the 
Aſſyrian, the Per fan, the Grectan, 
and the Roman, which ſhould de- 
ſtroy one another ſuceeſſtvely; and 

that the laſt of them ſhould be 
deſtroyed by the kingdom of Chr:/?, 
which ſhould ſpread through the 
whole earth and remain for ever. 

S. Did not this knowledge gain 
him great credit and eſteem ? 

T. Nebuc hadnexzar was fo ſur- 
prized at it, that he not only load- 
ed him with rich preſents, made 
him governor of Babylon, placed 
his three friends in great poſts un- 
der him; but was ſcarce reſtrained 
from giving him divine honours. 

S. Did this regard always con- 
tinue for Daniel and his friends? 
T. No: For Nebuchadnezzar at 
his return with much ſpoil from 
Syria and Paliſtine, caſt an image 
of Jupiter thirty yards high, and 
of a proportionate bigneſs; ſer it 
up on the plains of Dura, near 
Babylon; and enacted, that who- 
ever abſconded from the dedication 
thereof, -thould be throwen into a 
fiery furnace.” But Daniel and his 
three comranions would not wor- 
ſhip any butthe God of latent ; * 


therefore, were ordered to be caſt 
immediately into the ſaid furnace. 

S, Were they burnt ? 

T. No: For God ſent his an- 
gel, and ſo protected them from 
the power of the fire, that not ſo 
much as an hair of their heads was 
ſinged ; and they came out at the 
command of the king, without re- 
ceiving any damage. 

S. Did Nebuchadnezzar war a- 
gainſt Egypt? 

T. Yes: For when he under- 
ſtood that Phara»h- Hophra was 


depoſed, and one Amaſis was decla- 
red king in his ſtead ; he, taking 


advantage of their domeſtic tron- 
bles, invaded, plundered, and Jaid 
waſte Egypt from one end to the 
other, and flew all thoſe he could 
meet with, that had been concern- 
ed in the murder of Gedaliabh. 

S. Did he make Egypt tributary 
to him ? 

T. Yes: And commiſſioned 4. 
maſis to be his vice- roy. 

S. How began the troubles in 
Egypt ? 

T. Pharaoh Hophra, whom ſome 
call Apries, by loſing his army in 
Lybia, having loſt the confidence 
and affections of his ſubjects, up- 
on his return, found himſelf in 
danger of being depoſed by the in- 
furgents; ; againſt whom he ſent 
Amaſis, s, one "of his principal offi- 
cers to reduce them to obedience. 
But the revolters made him an of- 
fer of the crown, and prevailed 
with him to accept the offer, and 
the command of their forces. "Then 
Hophra ſent Palerbamit, à perſon 
of the firſt rank, to arreſt Amaſis. 
And when he returned without 
being able to execute his commiſ- 
ſton, Hephra "commanded his ears 


and 
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and noſe to be immediately cut off; 
which tyranny ſo exaſperated the 
reſt of his ſubjects, that they almoſt 
all forfook him. And, truſting to 
an army of foreigners, he was van- 
quiſhed by Amaſis near Memphis, 
and carried priſoner to the city 
Sais; where he was ſtrangled in his 


own palace. | 
S. What did Nebuchadnezzar af- 


ter his conqueſt of Egypt? 


T. He returned to Babylon; where 
he dreamed that famous dream, 


which Daniel interpreted to ſignify, 


<< 'T hat the king ſhould be driven 
from his Kingdom, run mad, and 
dwell ſeven years with the beaſts of 
the earth, and then be reſtored to 
his reaſon and kingdom again.” 
After which, Daniel proceeds, 
Permit me, O king! to advice 
thee to atone: for thy ſins by an 
holy life, and by act; of mercy to 
the poor, and to recommend thy- 


ſelf to the mercy of God, that he 


may prolong thy poſterity.” 

S. Was this interpretation ful- 
filled? 

T. Ves: For about 12 months 
after, as the king was boaſting of 
his own grandeur and majeſty, he 
became ſo intoxicated at the ſight 
of his ſtately buildings, which he 
was ſurveying from his garden, that 
he ran mad in an inſtant, fled from 
the ſociety of men, and herded with 
the beaſts of the field; and ſo con- 
tinued for the ſpace of ſeven years: 
When being made ſenſible of his 
own yanity, and of God's ſuperior 
power and dominion, his ſenſes re- 
turned to him again ; his kingdom 


was reſtored, and he was re-inſtated 


in his former majeity. Rb 
S. What acknowledgment, did 
he make to God for this mercy ? 


T. He ſaid: Now I. Nebuchad- 


nezzar, praiſe and extol, and banour 


the King of Heaven; all whoſe ws: rks 


are truth, and his ways jxdgment ; 
and thoſe, that walk in pride, he is 
able to abaſe, when he pleaſes. —= 
Beſides, ke did further honours to 
the God of Heaven, and publiſhed 
this hiſtory of himſelf, and thoſe 
ſigns and wonders of the great God, 
throughout all bis dominions. 

S. How long did he live after this 
mercy ? | 


T. He died foon after, in the 


43d year of his reign, with the 
character of being one of the greateſt 
princes of the Eaſt for many ages 


before ; and to have excelled, even 
Hercules himſelf, in his enterprizes 
and performances. | 

S. Who ſucceeded him in Baby- 
lan? 

T. His fon Evil Merodacb, who 
began his reign by extending his cle- 
mency to 7eho:achin the captive king 
of Judah, whom he releaſed from his 
coniinement, which had laſted 37 
years; and promoted him to great 
honour in his palace. But hegave 


himſelf up to ſuch luſts and wicx- 


edneſſes, that his very relations con- 
O 
eath, when he had reigned no more 
than two years. Jeboiachin, his fa- 
vourite alſo ſhared his fate. 


2 againſt him, and put him to 


8. Who ſeized upon the throne ; 
at his death? 


T. The chief conſpirator, who 
was Nerigliſſar, his fiſter's huſband. 

§. Was there any king now in 
Fudah? 


T. No. But here it muſt be re- 


membered, that long after the loſs 
of all authority, the Jets kept up 
the tiile of a king among them, and 
had a perſon deſcended of the houſe 

"SM of 


„. 
of David, who, by the name of the 


head of the captivity, was acknow- 


. ledged and honoured as a prince ; 
and, as far as it was conſiſtent with 
the goverament they lived under, 
he was inveſted with ſome ſort of 
juriſdiction over them. Of this 
kind was Salathiel, the ſon of the 
above-mentioned Fehoiachin, who 
"ſucceeded his father in the captivi- 
ty, as nominal prince of the Jews. 
S. How did Nerigl:/ar rule in 
Babylon ? | 
T. His firſt care was to proſe- 
cute the war againſt the Medes. But 
their king Cyaxares, being aſſiſted 
with thirty thouſand Perfians, un- 
der the command of his nephew 
Cyrus, marched out to meet him, 
gave him battle, flew him, and 
totally routed his army. 
S. Who ſucceeded Werigliſſar? 
T. His ſon Laboroſoarchod, who, 
being a brute of a man, fell, at the 
end of nine months, a facrifice to 
the rage of his on ſubjects, who 
could not bear his cruelty and in- 
uſtic e. 
S. How did his. cruelty and in- 
juſtice appear? 

T. I will inſtance in two parti- 
culars: He flew Gabrias, one of 
His prime-nobility, becauſe he had 
thrown his dart with ſucceſs at a 
wild beaſt, when he himſelf had 
miſſed it. And he ordered Gada- 
Fes, another nobleman, to be caſtrat- 
ed; becauſe one of his concubines 
ſaid that he was an handſome man. 
. Who obtained the crown of 
Babylon after this prince? 
T. It was conferred on Belfhaz- 
rar, grandſon to Nebuchadnezzar, 
and ſon to Evil- Merodach, by Ni- 
Forres, his queen. 
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S. Did he find the kingdom in 
peace? 

T. No: The Medes and Per- 
ans were endeavouring to take ad- 
vantages of the inteſtine broils of 
the Babylonians, and to revenge the 
affront and damage Cyaxares had 
received from NVerigliſar. Where- 
fore Belſhazzar, notwithſtanding 
his lewd and drunken way of life, 
took all precaution againſt their u- 
nited forces, who invaded his coun- 
try; and, after many conflicts, 
overthrew him in a pitched battle. 

S. Did they take Belſpazzar? 

T. No: He retired into the cĩty 
of Babylon ; where, the city being 
taken by ſurprize, after two years 
ſiege, he was ſeized in a midnight 
fit of drunkenneſs, and Nain. 

S. Was Daniel yet alive? 

T. Ves: And in the firſt year 
of Belſhazzar he had his dream of 
the Chaldean, Perfian, Grecian, 
and Roman empires, under the re- 
preſentation of four beaſts, In the 
third year he ſaw Alexander the 
Great under tbe figure of a he-goat ; 
and Darius Codomannus, in the vi- 
ſion of a ram. And when Bel- 
ſhazzar was beſieged in his royal 
city, and ſurprized by the divine 
Band writing, he, at the inftance 
of the great queen, the king's mo- 
ther Vitocris, explained the divine 
meſſage, which was hidden from 
all the other wiſemen, magicians, 
and aHrolagers; and told him, that 
becauſe he had /acrilegiouſly pro- 


phaned the conſecrated veſſels of tlie 


in Jeruſalem by his mid- 
night revels, his kingdom ſhould 
be immediately divided, and given 


to the Medes and Perſians.— Which 


came to paſs that very night. 
S. How 


S. How was Babylon ſurprized ? 

T. Cyrus being informed of the 
approach of the Babylonians great 
annual feaſt, in honour of their idol 
Sheſhack, in which they were ac- 
cuſtomed to ſpend the whole night 
in revelling and drunkenneſs, art- 
fully turned off the river above the 
city; and, when the channel be- 


came fordable, he ordered a felet- 


number of his forces to march up 
into the city; who, by the guidance 
of Gadata and Gobryas, two de- 
ſerters, were led directly to the pa- 
lace, where they flew the king, and 
all that were about him, in the 
midſt of their cups, Fer. li. 57. 
And thus ended the Chaldean em- 
pire, which had ſubſiſted 290 years. 

S. Who poſſeſſed the kingdom 
of Babylon after this fatal overthrow 
and death of Bel/hazzar ? 

T. It was tranſlated to Cyaxares, 
who is otherwiſe ſtiled Darius the 
Meade. 

S. Did not you fay that it was 
conquered by Cyrus ? 

T. Yes; and Cyrus had the whole 
power both of the military and civil 
affairs in his hands : But as long as 
his uncle Darius lived, he allowed 
him a joint title with him in their 
new empire; and, in deference to 
him, yielded him the firſt place of 
honour in it. , 

S. Did Daniel fall in the maſſa- 
cre at Babylon? | 1 

T. No. God not only preſerved 
him ; but brought him into ſuch 
eſteem with Darius, that the new 


['* emperor made him the fir/? of his 


chief miniſters, in his new form of 
government. 3 
S. What form was that? 


T. Darius divided his whole em- 
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pire into 120 provinces, over which 
he ſet ſo many governots; which 
governors were accountable to three 
preſidents ; of which three Daniel 
was the chief. 


S. How did Daniel rule in this 
poſt ? 

T. There was noexception to his 
capacity nor juſtice. But envy, which 
is a debt every great man muſt pay to 
ambition, ſo poſſeſſed the great men 
that were under him, as to en 
them to form a deſign to ruin him in 
the eſteem of their ſovereign, and 
to take away his life, under the co- 
lour of juſtice, — They knew that 
he was a diligent worſhipper of the 
God of Heaven; and believing that 
he would rather die than deſiſt from 
his duty, and conſtant devotions, 
three times a day, ſolicited the new 
king, under a pretence of loyalty 
to his perſon, to decree, that who- 
ſoever ſhould aſk any petition of 
God or man, for the ſpace of thirty 
days, except of the king only, 
ſhould be thrown into the den of 
lions. The king was pleaſed with 
this pretended token of their affec- 
tion to his perſon, and conſented. 
to their ſolicitation, But | 

Damel paid no regard to this de- 
cree. He continued his prayers, 
three times a day, with his window 
open towards Jeruſalem, according 
to the cuſtom of his nation. His 
enemies watched him diligently, 
accuſed him to the king, and de- 
manded ſentence to be executed on 
Daniel. Darius was grieved ; but 
was obliged to yield to their de- 
mand: yet he, having ſome glim- 
miering hopes, that the God of 
Heben would preſerve him, ſo or- 
dered it, that he and his nobles, 
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the proſecutors, ſhould ſeal the ſtone 
to be rolled on the mouth of the 
den with their proper ſeals. 

S. What became of Daniel? 


T. He was thrown to the lions, 


and ſealed down, as above; but 


the next morning the king finding 


him alive, and untouched by the 
ſavages, cauſed him to be taken 
out ; and ordered his accuſers, with 
their wives and childgen, to be caſt 
into the ſame den; Who were in- 
ſtantly eat up. And Darius de- 
creed, that the God whom Daniel 
worthipped, {hould be revered. 

S. Did Daniel maintain his cre- 
dit at court after this ? 

T. It is certain that he did; and 
his credit was made uſe of by God 
to forward the reſtoration of the 
Fews ; whole ſeventy years capti- 
vity was now expiring. And while 
he ſolicited both God and man, 
with his daily prayers: for his peo- 
ple's enlargement, he was ailured 
by the angel Gabriel, in a viſion, 
not only that his prayer was heard 
for the deliverance of Judah out of 
their temporal captivity ; but that 
God would alſo, at the end of ſe- 
wenty weeks, or 490 years, redeem 
his people from fin and Satan, their 
ſpiritual enemies by the Meſſiah. 

S. Did the King hear his peti- 
tions ? | 

T. Darius died ſoon after ; but 
Cyrus, who had married his only 
child ; and, in her right, ſucceeded 
not only to the Batylon;h empire, 
but to the kingdom of Perſia and 
Medea, which was the beginning 
of the Perſian empire, granted the 
Fews free liberty to return to their 
own country, and to rebuild the 
houſe of the Lord at Feruſalen : 
And ordered 5400 veſſels, taken by 


Nebuchadnezzar out of the former 
houſe, and perverted to the ſervice 


of his God Bel, to be reſtored, 


All which favours he backed with 
commendatory letters to the gover- 
nors of the neighbouring provinces, 
to aſſiſt the Fetus in that work ; 
who, with their ſervants, amount- 
ed to the number of 49,057 per- 
ſons, 

S. Who were the chief leaders 
of the returning captives ? 

T. They were Zerubbael and 
Jeſbua. This Zerubbael, who was 
alſo called Sheſhbazzar, was the ſon 
of Salathiel, the ſon of Fehotakim 
king of Judah: And Jaſbua was 
the ſon of 7:zagach, the ſon of Se- 
raiah, who was high-prieſt, when 
Feruſalem was deſtroyed, and was 
put to death by Nebuchadnezzar at 
Riblah in Syria, Zerubbael was 
made governor, by commiſhon from 
Cyrus; and Joſhua ſucceeded to the 
office of chief prieſt, | 

S. What did the Jews after their 
return ? 

T. They arrived in Judah about 
the beginning of April; and imme- 
diately diſperſing themſelves into 
the inheritances of their reſpective 


families, they ſet about the culture 


of their lands, which had laid de- 


ſolate 52 years, from the murder of 


Gedaliab. — About the middle of 
September they held a general aſſem- 
bly at Ferufalem, celebrated the 
feaſt of trumpets, kept the great day 
of exptation, and the feaſt of taber- 
nacles: At which feſtivals the free- 
will offerings, towards building the 
temple, amounted to 75, 5001. ſter- 
ling. — This ſum enabled the un- 


dertakers of the work to buy mate- 


rials, and to pay the workmen : So 
that the ſoundation of the temple 
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was laid with great joy and ſolem- 


nity of the young people, about the 

20th day of April, in the ſecond 

year after their return: But the 

old men, who had ſeen Sz/omon's 

temple, wept, becauſe it did not 
ual the former in riches. 

S. Did the work go on? 

T. The Samaritans, that mon- 
grel people ſettled in Samaria by 
Salmanaſſar, not being allowed by 
Zerubbael to have any ſhare in the 
work, took the rejecting of their 
propoſal ſo heinouſſy, that by bribes 
and under-hand dealings with Cy- 
rus's courtiers, they found means, 


in a great meaſure, to defeat the 


work. So that fogyſeveral years it 
went on flowly; and, upon the 
death of Daniel and Cyrus: it was 
wholly intermitted till the 2d year 
of Darius Hy/taſpes. 

S. Where did Daniel die? 


T. He continued about the king's 


perſon, who, after the taking and 
defacing of Babylon, reſided in ſum- 


mer at Shuſtan or Suſa, and in 


winter at Ecbatane, While Da- 
22169 was in the palace of Shuſban he 
had ſeveral viſions: And here he 
died in the 3d or 4th year of Cyrus, 
about the 9 1ſt year of his age, leav- 


ing an immortal memory behind 


him. 


S. When and how did Cyrus die? 


T. Some authors pretend that he 


was ſlain in a battle with the people 


of Samos: Some that he was taken 


priſoner, and hanged : Some that 
he died of a wound in his thigh : 


Others ſay, with a great deal of aſ- 
ſurance, that Thomyrts, queen of 


Scythia took him in an ambuſh; 


and, after many grievous inſults, 


ordered his head to be cut off. But 
the moſt probable hiſtory is, that he 


died peaceably in his bed amidſt his 
friends, and in his own country, 
about ſeventy years of age, after he 
had reigned ſeven years from the 
death of his uncle and co- partner 
Darius. | 

S. Who ſucceeded Cyrus? 

T. His fon Cambyſes. In whoſe 
time the rebuilding of Teruſalem 
was much retarded by the public ſo- 
licitations of the Samaritans, during 
his reign of ſever years and five 
months, 

S. How did he die ? 

T. By the treaſon of one Pati- 
z:!thes, the chief of the magicians. 

S. Under what pretence was this 
done ? 

T. Camlyſes had a brother, by 
ſome called Tanaoxares, by others 
Senerdis and Margis ; of whom he 
growing jealous, ſent him into Per- 


ia, and ordered him to be put to 


death privately, And, when he 
went upon the Egyptian expedition, 
he left the government in the hands 
of this Patizithes, who, hearing of 
this barbarity, and having a bro- 
ther of his own that much reſem- 
bled Smerdis, the fon of Cyrus, 
placed him on the throne under 
that denomination, and appointed 
heralds to proclaim him king thro?” . 
the empire, by the name of Artax- 
erxes. | 

S. Did Artaxerxes hearken to the 
oppoſition of the Samaritans againſt 
the Jews? 14 | 

T. Yes: He repealed the edit 
of Cyrus for the rebuilding of Feru- 
falem ; and prohibited all further 
proceedings therein. This edi 
was vigorouſly purſued by the Sa- 
maritans, till Darius Hyſlaſpes con- 
firmed Cyru:'s decree, and pet̃mit- 
ted them to proceed in their works. 

14 S. Was 
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S. Was the impoſtor Smerdis de- 
tected ? 

T. Yes: For Otanes, a Perſian 
nobleman, miſtruſting the veracity 
of the magician Patizithes; and, 
havinga daughter, a concubine now 
to the pretended Smerdis, as ſhe, 
afore time, had been to Cambyſes, 
engaged her upen the firſt opportu- 
nity to diſcover whether he had his 


ears; which ſhe affirming to be 


wanting, he immediately took fix 
more of the Perſian quality, amongſt 
whom was Darius Hy/taſpes, en- 
tered the palace, and flew both the 
uſurper and his brother Patixithes. 

S. How could the want of his 
ears prove Smerd:s an uſurper and 
impoſtor? 

7. Becauſe Cyrus, for ſome crime, 
had cut off this magician's ears. 

S. How was the government 
ſettled after the murder of Smerdrs ? 

T. The ſeven princes, who had 
ſlain the ufurper, reſolved to conti- 
nue the fame form of government, 
as Cyrus had introduced; and, to 
avoid all contention among them- 
ſelves, they agreed to meet next 
morning againſt the riſing of the 
ſur, the deity of the Perſians ; and 
that he, whoſe horſe ſhould firſt 
neigh, ſhould be appointed king. 
Upon this refolution, Darius's 
groom, being informed of it, tied 
a ,mare, on the night before the 
election, to the place, where, next 
morning, they were to meet, and 
brought his maſter's horſe to cover 
her. So that immediately when the 
princes met together at the time ap- 


pointed; Darius's horſe ran pranc- 
ing and neigbing up to the ve 


place. Then the reſt diſmounted, 


ſalured him as their king, and plac- 


ed him on the throne. 


S. Did the Jews find any favour 
under this new king ? 

T. Upon the news of this revo- 
lution, the prophets Zechariah and 
Haggai prevailed with the people to 
re- aſſume the work of the temple, 
and of building of the walls of Feru- 
ſalem ; and tho” their implacable e- 
nemies, the Samaritans, endeavoured 
with all their intereſt to engage 
Tarnai, chief governor of Syria and 
Pale/tine under Darius, to obſtruct 
their work, they found ſo much fa- 
vour with Tatnai, as to obtain a fair 
hearing, and juft repreſentation of 
their caſe to Darius, who, having 
married two of Cyrus's daughters, 
thought himſelf concerned to do 
every thing, that might tend to the 
honour of that great prince : and 
therefore being informed that the 
Fetus really had a decree from Cyrus 


for that purpoſe, he confirmed the 
ſame with a new one of his own, 


that contained ſeveral new favours, 


and was enforced againſt their ene- 


mies by great pains and penalties. 
S. Dig the Jews proceed in their 

work after this decree ? ; 
T. Yes: And the work of the 


temple went on ſo ſucceſsfully, that 


in the 6th year of Darius, on the 
3d day of Adar, which anſwers to 


the 17th or 18th of February, it 


was finiſhed, and dedicated. So 
that divine ſervice was performed 
there in the next month, when all 
the Fews that had returned from the 
captivity ſolemnized the paſſover, 
according to the law, with great 


joy and gladneſs of heart. But the 
Samaritans would have given them 
ry further uneaſineſs, by refuſing to 


continue the payment for their tri- 


bute, which Cyrus had aſſigned 


for the uſe of the temple, had not 
* Darius 
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Darius ratified that bounty, and 
commanded them to give the Fews 
no future cauſe of complaint. 

S. Who were thoſe prophets 
you mentioned above? 

T. The one was Zechariah, the 


Iddo. The place and time of his 
birth is uncertain: But this we 
know, that he returned from Ba- 
bylon with Zerubbael; and, very 
probably, he began to prophecy in 
the ſecond year of Darius, the ſon 
of F/laſpes. He encouraged the 
Fews to deſpiſe the oppoſition of 
the Samaritans, and to goon inthe 
rebuilding of the temple, and gave 
them affurances of the divine pro- 
tection, He foretold the coming of 
the Meſſiah in the plaineft terms; 
as he alſo did prognoſticate the cru- 
el war, which Antiachus Eprphanes 
waged with the Jes, and God's 
ſevere judgment againſt that ty- 
rant; the Jewiſb war with the 
Romans, and the ſiege of Babylon 
by Darius; the diflolution 0: the 
old covenant, and the ſubſtitution 
of a new one under Chriſt, the glo- 
rious ſtate of the Chriſtian church, 
and the converſion of the Gentiles : 
the perſecutions which the Chri- 
ſtians ſhould endure, and the ſevere 
puniſhment of their perſecutors, 
&c; So that the number, excel- 
lency and preciſeneſs of his prophe- 
cies made him be ſtiled, the ſun a- 
mong the leſſer prophets. He began 
his predictions about two months 
aſter Haggai. 

Hlaggai was the other prophet ; 


who, in all probability, was born 


at Babylon, and returned to Feru- 
ſalem in the retinue of Zerubbael. 
He joined with Zechariah in his ex- 

hortations for the rebuilding the 


ſon of Barachiah, and grandſon of 
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temple; and, in particular, re- 
proached the Jews for their indo- 
lence and inſenſibility, who had 
made themſelves commodious lodg- 
ings ; but let the houſe of God lie 
in ruins: And put them in mind, 
that drought and famine, with 
which they had been afflicted ſince 
their return, were owing to their 
negleR in repairing the temple. 

S. How long did Darius reign ? 

T. Hedied in the 36th year of 
his reign ; juſtly eſteemed for his. 
great wiſdom, clemency and juſ- 
tice. He is recorded in holy writ 
to be a favourer of God's people ; 
a reſtorer of his temple at Feruſa- 
lem; and a promoter of his wor- 
ſhip therein. And ſor which God 
bleſſed him with a numerous iſſue, 


a long reign, and great proſperity: 


For though he was not ſo fortunate 
in his wars againſt the Scytbiant 
and Grecians; yet he reſtored and 
ſettled the empire of Cyrus, and ad- 
ded many large provinces to it; 


eſpecially thoſe of India, Thrace, 


Macedon, and the iſles of the Jonian 
ſea, | 
S. What children had Darius? 
T. Before he aſcended the throne 
he had three ſons by his firſt wife, 
the daughter of Gobrias; and four 
more by Ataſſa, the daughter of 
Cyrus ; which were born to him 
after his acceſſion : beſides daugh- 
ters. By the firſt venter, Artabaſanes 
was the eldeſt; and AXzrxes was the 
eldeſt by Atoſſa. | 
S. Who ſucceeded him 
empire? | | 
T. Artabaſanes inſiſted upon it, 
as his birth · right: but Darius, be- 
ing perſuaded by Atofſa, declared 
his ſon Aerxes to be his ſucceſſor. 
S. Did he favour the Fews ? - 
| 7. XS: 


in the 
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T. Yes: He confirmed all the 
privileges granted to them by his fa- 
ther, and in particular he continued 
the tribute of Samaria for the ſer- 
vice of the temple. 

S. Did Azrxes perform any great 
1 exploits ? 

— 7. He meditated an wniverſal 
| monarchy ; and for that purpoſe he 
| paſſed over the Helleſpont with a 
= land army of 1,700,000 foot, and 
| 60,000 horſe, beſides 20,000 cha- 
riots and camels; in all 1,800,000. 

His fleet conſiſted of 1220 ſhips 
of line of battle, and 3000 ſmaller 
veſſels, on board of which were 
5I7,610 men, So that add theſe 
tothe land forces brought out of Aſia 


2,317, 610 men. 
He was joined, beyond the Hel- 
leſpont, from the nations that ſub- 
mitted to him, by 300,000 men 
more by land, and 220 ſhips, 
which carried 24000 marines. 
To which, if we add an equal 
number of ſervants, women, ſut - 
tlers, and ſuch like people, who 
follow the camp, we may compute 
the whole number that follow'd 
Lerxes in this expedition to be no 
leſs than 5,000,000 of ſouls ; ac- 
cording to Herodotus, who lived at 
that very time; 


mighty armament? 

the famous battle of Platæa, and a 
great many of his (ſhips in the 
Sireights of Salamis; and, upon his 


fading that his bridge of boats left 
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fiſhing- 


8. How was:he: received: at "EM 


to invade Greece ; and they make 


2. He loſt moſt of his forces in 


precipitate flight to the Helleſpont,* © 
there was broken by ſtorms, he 


return home ? 

T.. He was contemned by his 
own ſubjects; and ſoon after mur- 
dered by the captain of his guard. 

S. Who ſucceeded him? 

T. His ſon Artaxerxes, ſirnamed 


Longimanus, and whom the ſcrip- 


ture calls Abaſuerus; the handſomeſt 
man of his age; and of a ſweet, 
mild, and generous diſpoſition.— 
This is the king, that, by the ad- 
vice of his nobles, divorced his beau- 
tiful queen Vaſbti, for refuſing to 
obey his command to appear at a 
publick feaſt he had made in his pa- 
lace in the city of Shuſhan, which 
ſtood on the river ai, not far from 
Babylon, and was founded by Da- 
rius Fyftaſpes, After which he 
married Ether, the daughter of a 
Few, and neice to one Mordecai of 
the tribe of Benjamin, and one of 
the porters at the royal gate; tho 
his pedigtee was not known at 
court. 

S. How did his ſubjeQts reliſh 
this exchange ? 

T. It was done with the advice 
of the princes 3 but Vaſbti had her 
creatures, amongſt whom were two 
great men, the king's chamberlains, 
who conſpired to take away his 
life. Yet their meaſures were not 


; kept fo ſecret, but Mordecai. got 
S. What ſucceſs had he with this 


knowledge thereof, communicated 
the whole conſpiracy to queen Ei- 
ber, which ſhe related to the king 


in Mordecar's name; and the con- 


ſpirators were ſeized, convicted, and 
executed. 

S. Was not Mordecai rewarded 
for this great ſervice ? | 

. Not for the preſent. * But 
providence ſo ordered it, that while 
one Haman, a proud Amalekite, of 
the poſterity of Agag, king of Ama- 
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let in the days of Saul; and, con- 
ſequently an inveterate enemy of 
the Fews, ſought to deſtroy, not 
only Mordecai, who, he thought, 
did not ſhew him ſufficient reſpect, 
being the king's favourite; but his 


Whole nation with him; by ob- 


taining a decree to extirpate them 
out of the Perfian empire, under a 
pretence of their deſpiſing his in- 
junctions and edicts, and holding 
principles deſtructive to the laws 
and good order of the government; 
Eſiber the queen, being informed 
of this wicked deſign, bad the ad- 
dreſs to throw herſelf at the king's 
ſeet, contrary to the cuſtom of the 
nation, to make her extraction 
known to the king, to exelaim a- 
gainſt Haman's evil counſel, to in- 
treat for her people; and, in a par- 
ticular manner, to recommend the 
great ſervices of her uncle Morde- 
cat, with ſo much ſucceſs, that ſhe 
obtained a counter-decree to em- 
power the Fews to defend them- 
ſelves, ſhould the officers attempt, 
on the day appointed by the decree, 
obtained by Haman, to put them 
to death. And by that means they 
were ſaved. 

S. What became of Haman? 
T. Eber did not at firſt make 
known her petition; but only re- 
queſted that the king would bring 
Haman to a banquet in her apart- 
ment. And tho' the king favour- 
ed her ſo far, and aſked her again at 
the royal banquet concerning her 
petition, and promiſed to give her 
even half of his kingdom, ſhe on- 
ly begged, that ſne might be o- 


bliged with both their companies at 


a like entertainment the next day, 
and promiſed then to make known 
her petition, — This was a favour 


never granted for a ſubject to dine 
with the emperors of Perſia; and 
therefore Haman was much exalted 
in his own opinion therewith : So 
that in his return home, obſerving 
that Mor decai paid him no reſpect, he 
fell into great reſentment; and, not 
doubting but that the king would 
next day grant him leave to hang 
up Mordecai, he, with the advice 
of his wiſe, c. ordered a gallows 
50 cubits high to be erected imme- 
diately before his houſe for that 
purpoſe. 

Theſe things were not carried on 
ſo privily ; but Efther received 
timely notice: And it is thought, 
ſhe had ere now given Ahaſuerus 
private intimations of this whole 
affair, or prompted him in the 
mean time at leaſt to conſult the 
journals of his palace, where Mor- 
decai's ſervice was recorded, with- 
out any notice of reward given him. 
So that when Haman came 1n the 
morning to obtain a grant to hang 
Mordecai, the king immediately 
aſked him, What he would adviſe 
him to do .to the man, on whom 
he deſigned to confer ſome marks 
of his favour? Haman, thinking 
that the king deſigned ſome great 
honour for himſelf, adviſed that 
ſuch a man ſhould be clothed with 
the royal robe, worn on ſolemn 
occaſions; ſhould ride upon the 
king's horſe, and adorned with his 
crown ; and that the chief man in 
the kingdom ſhould be appointed 
to lead his horſe, and- proclaim 
through the ſtreets, thus- ſhall it be 
done to the man whom the king de- 
lights to honour, Then, replied the 
king, Do thou ſo to Moerdecai the 
Few. Haman was obliged to obey, 
But as ſoon as this irkſome-ceremo- 
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ny was over, he returned with great 
ſorrow and mortification to his 
houſe, till he was ſent for to the 
banquet; at which, upon the king's 
motion, Efther opened her petition 
for herſelf, and her people, whom 
Haman had contrived to ſlay and 
deſtroy ; and, being informed of 
the gallows, which he had prepared 
for Mardecai, the king ordered Ha- 
man to be immediately hanged 
thereon; he gave his whole eſtate 
to his queen Eſiber; advanced 1or- 


decai to great power, riches and 


dignity in the empire; and made 
him keeper of his ſignet. 

S. How did Haman diſperſe the 
King's decree againſt the Jes? 

T. By the pq, to all the licute- 
nants and governors of provinces. 

S. Were there ps at this time? 

T. Yes, and long before : For 
the Perſians, before the days of 
Cyrus, uſed to communicate intel- 
ligences of public concern by cen- 
tinels placed on eminences at conve- 


nient diſtances, who, with a very 


loud and ſhrill voice, expedited the 
public occurrences from one extre- 
mity of the kingdom to another, 
But Cyrus ſet up courters, places 
for poit-horſes on all high roads and 
offices, where they might deliver 
their packets to oneanother ; which 
were obliged to proceed with all 
ſpeed, both by night and. day.— 
The Greeks borrowed this cuſtom 
from the Perfrans : But Auguſtus 
was the firſt of the Romans that in- 
ſtituted poſts, who were firſt only 
running-footmen ; but were after- 
wards changed into chariots and 
horfes. I beſe poſts declined with 
the empire. And Charlemaigne en- 
deavoured to reſtore them; tho 


his e did not proſecute has 


deſign. Nor do we find any regu- 
lar poſts till 1616, when count 
Taxis ſet them up in Germany, and 
obtained the title of po- maſter ge- 
neral: But now all nations ſeem to 
be well furniſhed with this uſeful 
and neceſſary conveyance. | 

S. Did the governors, of pro- 
vinces enforce the decree obtained 
by Haman againſt the Jews? 

T. The decree, according to the 
laws of the Medes and Perſians, 
could not be reverſed : But the go- 
vernors, who were by this time 1n- 
formed of Efther's and Mordacai's 
intereſt with the king, ſhewed the 
Jews ſuch favour, that they flew 
75,000 of thoſe that roſe up againſt 
them: amongſt whom were the ten 
ſons of Haman. 

S. How did the Fews expreſs 
their gratitude to God for this ſignal 
deliverance ? 

T. They have to this day kept 
the 14th and 15th day of the month 
Adar, in memory thereof, by the 
name of the feaft of Purim or ___ 

S. In what manner is it kept? 

T. In reading the whole hiſtory 
of Haman out of an Hebrew parch- 
ment manuſcript. This reading, is 
introduced by a form of prayer, on 
the evening before, as ſoon as. the 
ſtars appear. The reader diſtin- 
guiſheth ſome particular parts there- 
of by an exalted, and at other times 
by a quick voice: And every time 
he repeats the name of Haman, the 
children, with great fury, ſtrike a- 
gainſt the benches of the ſynagogue, 
with the mallets they bring for 
that purpoſe. After they return 


home they ſup ,that night on 
ſpoon meat. Next day they riſe _ 


early, and begin the ſervice of the 
. ynagogue with the war of Amalek ; 
then 
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then they read again the book of 
Efther, with the ſame ceremonies 
as on the night before; and con- 
clude the ſervice of the day with 
curſes againſt Haman and Zerith his 


wife; with bleſſings on Mordecai 


and Efther, and with thankſgivings 
to God for the preſervation of his 
ple. 
The ret of the day is obſerved 


fo religiouſly, that they will not ſet, 


or ſo much as ſow any thing in 
their gardens: But they will play 


at draughts, and cheſs, &:. or they 


will ſpend their time in muſic and 
dancing, until their feaſting takes 
place, in which they indulge them- 
ſelves to ſuch a degree, that it is 
commonly called the Bacchanals 5 
the Fetus; for then they'll drink to 
excels far two days together. 

8. How did Ahaſuerus behave to 


the ews after this? 


He uſed them fo kindly, that 

we find his commiſſion ſoon after 
I one Ezra, (a man of great learn- 
ing, excellently ſkilled in the know- 
ledge of the ſcriptures, and a prieſt 
deſcended from Serazah the high- 
prieft, ſhin by Nebuchadnezzar, 
when he burned the temple) to take 
as many as pleaſed to accompany 
him to Jeruſalem to reform the 
church, reſtore and ſettle the ſtate, 
and to regulate and govern both 
according to their own laws. 

S. Did Ezra execute this com- 
miſſion pe 

T. Yes: He ſet out from Ba- 


| bylon about the 15th day of March, 


with offerings from the king, &c. 
to the temple, He halted in the 


| country of Ava, or Ahava, for the 


Fetus that were minded to join him 

tom the Caſbian mountains; and 

arrived fafe, with all their treaſure, 
I 


under God's protection, at 


ſalem, on the 15th of Fuly follow: 
ing. 


S, What were the offerings be 


carried ? 

T. Six hundred and fifty talents 
of ſilver, or 243,750 pounds ſter- 
ling. Silver veſſels worth 3,750. 
more. In gold coin 450, ooo]. 
And twenty baſons of gold of 1000 
drachms, and two veſlels of fine 
copper as valuable as gold, 

S. How did Ezra find the Fews 
at Teruſalem? © 

3 hey had taken wives of o- 
ther nations contrary to the law; 
for which he inſtituted a , to 
deprecate God's wrath, and had it 


F reformed, 


S. How long did Ezra rule at 
Feruſalem? 

. Till the arrival of Nehemiah, 
cup-bearer to Ahaſuerus, Ezra held 
the adminiſtration of both civil and 
eccleſiaſtical affairs. But upon his 
commiſſion for governor, Exra con- 
fined himſelf to eccleſiaſtical af- 
fairs. 

This is he, of whom it is ſaid, 
that he reviſed, digeſted moſt of 
the books of ſcripture, compoſed 


the canon of the old teſtament, and 


fixed the books thereof to be 22 in 
number. 


S, What did Nehemiah at Jeru- 


alem? 
T. He repaired the walls there- 


of, which had fallen to decay, in 


the ſpace of fifty- two days; not- 
withſtanding the oppoſition he met 
with from Sanballat, an officer of the 
Moabites, and from Tobiab, a man 
of note among the Ammonites; who, 
finding that threats and fcoffs could 
not deter the eus from thole ne- 
ceffary repairs, reſolved. to come 


upon 


upon the workmen with an armed 
force. But this ſcheme having got 
wind, Nehemiab not only provided 
ſcouts well armed to bring intelli- 
gence, and to defend the work- 


men; but he armed the workmen 


alſo, and exhorted them to repel 
force by force in time of need, and 
to truſt in God. And when this 
ſcheme was fruſtrated, thoſe ene- 
mies pretended a reconciliation, and 
invited Nebemiah to a friendly con- 
ference in the plain of Ono, but he 
would not truſt them. Then San- 
ballat threatened to accuſe him of 
high-treaſon; but Nehemiah held 
him at defiance. At laſt they bribed 
one Shem&1tah, the fon of Delaiahthe 
prieſt, who pretended to the gift of 
prophecy, to perſuade him ſome 
night to quit his ſtation at the walls: 
But this failed alſo; as did all their 
other contrivances, till the walls 
and the gates were entirely finiſhed, 
and he had dedicated them and the 
city, in a ſolemn manner, unto 
the Lord. 

S. How did Nehemiah provide af- 
terwardsfor the ſecurĩty of the city? 


T. He put the gates into the 


cuſtody of his brother Hanan, and 
of his truſty friend and marſhal Ha- 
namah ; with orders never to open 
them till ſun-riſe ; to bar them ſafe 
at nights; and to ſet a watch of 
houſekeepers. He alſo obliged the 
principal men of the nation to fix 


their reſidence in the city, and. 


cauſed the reſt to caſt lots, whereby 
the tenth part of the Jetos were 
obliged to dwell at 7eru/a/cm, in 
order to deſend it from the attempts 
of their enemies. 


2 How did Nehemiah adminiſter 
juſti 
"TH Qboliſhed uſury.: and, to 
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engage the monied people to a com» 
pliance in this redreſs, he remitted 
his juſt due of forty ſhekels of filver 
per diem, the furniture of his table, 
his proviſions, and whatever elſe 
his office entitled him to, when he 
found it troubleſome and chargea- 
ble to the people. And, to inſpire 
them with a ſpirit of benevolence 
and hoſpitality, he kept an open 
houſe at his own charge at a great 
expence, and gave many rich * 
ſents to the temple. 

He ſ:mmoned all the Jerus to 
hear the book of the law, compleated 
by Exra, read and expounded. And 
engaged them to ratify in a moſt 
ſolemn manner the covenant with 
God contained therein. 

S. Did the Fews perſevere. in 
this holy reſolution ? 

T. No: For no ſooner was Ne- 
hemiah returned to Babylon, which 
he was obliged to do by promiſe to 
the king, within a certain time; 


but they relapſed into their old cor- 


ruptions, And even Eliaſbib the 
high prieſt was weak enough to ad- 
mit Tobiab, their national enemy, 
to reſide in that part of the temple, 
where the offerings, and the other 
things appertaining to the prieſi, 
and Levites were tepoſited; having 
previouſly conſented to a marriage- 
alliance with him. 

S. What ſaid Nehemiah to this 
profanation ? 

7. At his return he found Tobiah 
had ſo inſinuated himſelf into the 
opinion of the better fort, and ob- 
tained ſo much intereſt among them, 
by marrying his {-n Fohanan to the 
daughter of 4:/pullam, the fon of 


Berech iab, who was one of the 


chief managers of the building of 


the wall of Feruſalem, under the 
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direction of the governor ; and, by 
taking to himſelf the daughter of 
Shecaniab, the ſon of Arab, another 
powerful man of the Fews; that 
he was obliged for ſome time to 
ſmother his reſentment. And the 
firſt ſtep he took was to read he 
law in the hearing of all the people. 
When the readercametothat paſſage 
of Deuteronomy, ch. xxiii. 3. where 
it is commanded, that an Ammo- 
nite or Maabite ſhould not come into 
the congregation of God, or join in 
marriage with his people, even 70 
the tenth generation ; Nehemiah, per- 
ceiving the people to-make the ap- 
plication to themſelves, urged them 
to caſt Tobiah's furniture out of the 
ſacred chambers, and to cleanſe and 
reſtore them to their proper uſe. 

S. Did Nehemiah meet with no 
more abuſes ? 

T. Ves: He found the Levites 
and fingers driven from the temple 
to ſeek a maintenance ſome other 
way, being robbed of their yt hes. 
But Nehemiah recalled them, and 
obliged the people to pay their tythes 
as before, 

This facrilege had alſo been na- 
turally attended with a profanation 
of the Sabbath. The Fews carried 
on their ſervile work, and permit- 
ted ſtrangers to ſell their goods in 
Jeruſalem on that day. This was 
more difficult for him to reform: 
For, tho' he could keep the Jews 

within the walls of Feru/alzm, and 
ſhut the foreigners out, by cloſing 
the gates on that day ; he could 
not ſo eaſily prevent the ſtrange 
merchants from taking up their 
quarters without the walls, in hopes 
of dealing with the country people. 
So that he threatened them, if they 
retu*ned any more, to take them 


into cuſtody ; and for that purpoſe 
appointeda guard of Levites to ſtand 


at the gate. 


After he had proceeded ſo far 
with ſucceſs, Nehemiaþ reſolved to 
reform the mixed marriages, Even 
the ſon of Joiada the high-prieſt, 
for Eliaſbib was dead, had married 
the daughter of Santallai the Ho- 
nite, and governor of Samaria. He * 
found his attempt very difreliſhing 
to the people: Vet he proceeded 
with the utmoſt impartiality, tho 


he was obliged to uſe ſome ſeveri- 


ties. And when the fon of Fotada, 
and ſome others, abſolutely refuſed 
to put away their foreign wives, he 
ordered them immediately to depart 
the nation, which they did, and 
ſettled in Samaria. But, 

Both the people and the prieſts 
fell again into all theſe enormities 
ſoon after the death of Nehemiah ; 
as may be collected from the words 
of Malachi, the laſt prophet under 
the law. | 

S. Who was this /Zalachi 2 

T. Malachi was not the proper, 
but the generical name of a certain 
prophet, by which we are to un- 
derſtand a meſſenger of the Lord; 
and ſome of the ancients ſuppoſe, 
that Ezra was the perſon to whom 
this name Malachi is here properly 
to be attributed. — This is certain, 
he who is called Malachi was the 
laſt of the prophets of the ſynagegue, 
and lived about 400 years; before 
Ciriſt ; of whoſe coming, and of 
John the Baptift, his fore-runner ; 
and of whoſe religion and church, 
he ſocaks in full and expreſs.terms. 

S. Who reigned all this time in 
Perſia 

T. There were ſeveral revolu- 
tions. Arte, his only ſon by his 
queen, 
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queen, ſucceeded Artaxerxes or A. 
ha This Ferxes, being drunk, 
was murdered, when he had reign- 
ed only 45 days, by Sagdianus; who 
was put to death by his brother O- 
chus, then governor of Hyrcania, 
aſter a reign of fix months and 15 
days; having got him into his 
power, under a pretence of a treaty. 
And this Ochus being ſettled in the 
throne, aſſumed the name of Da- 
rius (Nothus.) His brother Arſies 
would have ſupplanted him ; but 
was flain in the attempt. After 
which, Darius, having ſuppreſſed 
ſeveral other inſurrections, ſwayed 
the Per/ian ſceptre 19 years. 

S. When did Nehemiah die? 
T. The time is uncertain : but 
the laſt act of his reformation was 
in the 15th year of this Darius. 
He left behind him the book that 

under his name. 
S. Did Ezra write the book 
that goes under his name? 

T. It is certain that he wrote 
the four laſt chapters. Burt it is 
generally believed, that he was only 
the publiſher of the fx foregoing 
chapters; becauſe Ezra did not go 
to Feruſalem, till the reign of Ar- 
faxerxes ; whereas the author of 
thoſe fix chapters is ſaid to have 
been there in the time of Darius 


aſpes. 
117 bo was the author of the 
book of Efther ? 


T. It is moſt probable the work 
of the great fmagegue, compiled 
from the memoirs of queen Ether 
and Mordecai. 

8. 
# 1 ? . | | | 
T. The inſtitution of {ynagagues 
may be properly fixed in the time 
of the Balyloniſb captivity. When, 
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What do you mean by a. þy- | 


the temple being deſtroyed, an 
the people ſcattered in a ftrang 
land, the captives reſolved to meet 
in certain houſes for public wor- 
ſhip, and inſtruction in the law, 
on the Sabbath day. Theſe, being 
found convenient, were continued, 
not only by the Fews of the diſperſian, 
but by them that returned to their 
own country, as proper places to 
aſſemble the people to hear the law 
read and expounded. | 

As to the manner in which theſe 
ſynagogues were built, They 
generally were erected upon ſome 
eminence. They were always 
covered over. Their inſide was 
furniſhed with a deſk or pul- 
pit, Nehem. viii. 4. for the perſon 
that read or expounded the law. 
"The door always was at the weſf 
end, and oppoſite to it was a cheſt 
or preſs, wherein the law was kept, 
wrapped ina fine embroidered cloth. 
The feats for the men and women 
were ſeparate. The women fat in 
a gallery encloſed with lettices. 
The door-poſts without, and walls 
within, were inſcribed with ſome 
ſignificant texts of ſcripture. _.. 
| Beſides the lam, they uſed to read 
the Shema, or certain portions of 
ſcripture out of Deut. and Numbers, 
and from the prophets alſo from the 
time that Antiochus Eprphanes pro- 
hibited the reading of the law, — 
After the reading and expounding 
were finiſhed, any perſon of learn- 
ing or knowledge in the ſcripture s 
might addreſs himſelf to the peo- 
ple on moral or divine ſubjects. 

The fixt officers of the ſyna- 
gogue were called rulers; the miniſter 
topray in the name of the congrega- 
tion; he was alſo called the Shel:- 
ach Zibber, or angel of the church or 

con- 
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congregation. The next degree 
was the Chazanim, cverſeers or 


deacons, who had the charge and 


overſight of the fnagogue, and all 
the things in it. Underthem were 
the interpreters, who, upon reading 
the law in Hlebretu, immediately 


rendered it in Chaldee, which be- 
came the moſt intelligible language 


after; me" — 57.1 


Tbe times for aſſembling in the. 
ſynagogue were morning, noon 
and evening, on all fats and feats; 
and thrice a week befide at the 
ſame times of the day; which prace. 
tice greatly contributed to preſerve 
the Jetus, after the captivity, from 
that proneneſs to idolatry, Which 
their forefathers had always W 5 
by falling i into ſin. 
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The Aar, of the Jews from. the Concluſion of the Hi itory of the 
ld Teſtament to the coming of CHRIST. The SAMARIT AN 
Temple on Mount GERIZZ Z IM. The Form of: Government a- 
mongſt the Jews changed. The Conqueſt of Jeruſalem by 
ALEXANDER the Great. He grants the Jews many *Privi- 
leges, and deſircys SAMARIA, The Jews conquered by Pro- 
LEMY SOTER. And ill- treated by PHiLoPATER, God re- 

. venges their Cauſe. HyRcanus's Profuſeneſs and Perfidy, 
 &c. Tbe High- Prieſthood /t to Sale. The Temple is _ pals 
luted, and the Inbabitants of Jeruſalem lain. The War and 
Zeal of the Maccaszs. The Origin of the great Sanhedrim, 


8. Obſerved chat you. have fi- 
niſhed the hiſtorical. books of 
the (071 Teftament with, the death of 
Nehemiah : How then ſhall I know 
the affairs, of the Fews from that 


time, till the com ing of  Chrift, 


. where the New Teſtament begins? 

ol will, give, you, à brief con- 
nating of ſuch occurrences only, as 
may ſetve to give you a juſt idea of 
the ſtate of the s during, this 
period. Fhus. 

Vou muſt remember, that upon 
che expulſion of thoſe whom Nehe- 
miab had. baniſhed ;.. becauſe they 
would not relinquiſh their ſtrange 
wives ; many ot them ſettled in Sa- 
marin. 


was the fon of Jeiada the high- 


Among theſe exiles there 


perch, whoſe name was Mang th. 
ho, having married the dau ter 
of Sanbsllat, put himſelf under the 
protection of his father- in- law; and, 
after the death of Nehemiah, found 
means by his intereſt to obtain a 
grant from, Darius Nethus to build 
a temple on mount Gerixzim, near 
Samaria, and to conſtitute the ſaid 
M7, anaſſeh high-prieſt thereof, 
From the building of this temple, 
Samaria became the refuge of all 
refractory Fews, And tho by this 
means the old ſuperſtition of the 
land was reformed to the worſhip of 
the Ged of {/rael; they of Feru- 
falem would never conſider the S. 
maritan Fews, otherwiſe than apoſe | 
tales. On the other-hand, the Sa- 
U marilan 
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maritans maintained that mount 
Gerixzim was the only proper place 
for the worſhip of God; they re- 
jected all traditions, and adhered 
only to the written word contained 
in the five books of Moſes. 
Nebemiab's death was alſo at- 
tended with a change of the Jeuuiſb 
government at Feruſalem, Judea 
had no longer a governor of its 
own, It was united to the præ- 
fefture of Syria; the rulers of which 
committed the adminiſtration of 
both civil and eccleſiaſtical affairs to 
the high-prieſt for the time being. 
By this means the high-prieſthood 
became an office under the heathen, 
and towards the latter end of Artax- 
erxes Mnemwr's reign who ſucceeded 
his father Darius Nothus, was con- 


ferred by the governor of Syria and 


Phænicia. For Bagoſes, the go- 
vernor, took upon him to diſplace 
TFohanan the high-prieft, in favour 
of the ſaid prieſt's brother Jaſbua. 
Which nomination ; tho? it did not 
take place; for Fohanan ſlew his 
brother Jaſbua in the inner court 
of the temple, as he endeavoured by 
force to uſutp the high - prieſt's of- 
fice by virtue of the governor's 
commiffion ; was attended with 
this bad conſequence, that Bagoſes 


hearing of this murder, came in 


great wrath to Feruſalem, and laid 
a heavy fine upon the nation, 
which laſted 7 years, or during all 
his government. 

Artaxerxes Mnemw died with 
grief at the brutality of his ſon O- 
chus, who had ſo terrified his eldeſt 
brother Ariaſpes that he poiſoned 
himſelf, and had his younger bro- 
ther Harpates aſſaſſinated. So that 
Ochus ſucceeded to the dignity and 
empite of his father. 


In the third year of Ochus, about 
356 before Chrift, Alexander the 
Great was born at Pella in Mace- 
donig. Ochus having reign'd 21 


years was poiſoned by his favourite - 


Bagoas, in hopes of getting the 
whole government into his own 
hands; and to put the crown upon 
the head of Arſes his ſt ſon; 
whom alſo he poifoned ſoon after ; 
and raiſed Codomannus, a diſtant re- 
lation of the late king, to the 
throne. This new king took the 
name of Darius, and- when Bags- 
as had alſo prepared a poiſonous 
draught for him, he obliged him to 
drink it himſelf ; by which means 
he ſaved his own life, and puniſh'd 
the traitor, | 

It was about the ſame time that 
Alexander the Great ſucceeded to 
the kingdom 'of Macedon, on the 
death of his father Philip, who was 
ſlain by the noble Macedonian Pau- 


ſanias, as he celebrated the mar- 


riage of his daughter with Alexan- 
der king of Epirus, before he ſet 
out upon the Grecian expedition a- 
gainſt Perſia, being choſen captain- 
general of the united forces of 
Greece, 

Alexander alſo ſucceeded to that 
command by a new election. In 
one campaign he over-ran all Aſia 


Minor: vanquiſhed Darius in two 


battles; took his mother, wife and 


children priſoners; and ſubdued all 


Syria as far as Tyre. 

During the fiege of Tyre he de- 
manded the ſubmiſſion of the neigh- 
bouring provinces of Galilee, Sama- 
ria and TFudea, The two former 


ſubmitted to him: but Judæa 
would not renounce their allegiance 


to Darius, ſo long as he lived. This 
brought upon them the wrath 8 
k 
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the conqueror, who, having taken 


Tyre by carrying a bank from the y 


continent through the ſea, to the 
iſland on which the city ſtood ; 
and burned it down to the ground, 


deſttoyed and flew all the inhabi- 


tants in a barbarous manner, both 
in the ſackage of the town, and 
afterwards in cold blood ; he march- 
ed to Jeruſalem to wreek his ven- 
geance. Upon his approach, and 
the report of his having crucified 
two thouſand of the Tyrian priſon- 
ers, the high- prieſt Jadadua and all 
the city were under dreadful appre- 
henſions. They had nothing but 
God's protection to depend upon. 
They fafted and pray'd : and God 
in a viſion directed the high-prieft 
to go in his pontifical robes, at- 


tended with the prieſts in their pro- 


per habits, and all the people in 
white garments, and to meet Alex- 
ander out of the city. 

As ſoon as Alexander ſaw this pro- 
ceſſion moving towards him, and the 
high- prieſt in the front, he was over- 
aw'd, drew near, bow'd down and 
ſaluted him in a religious manner; 
alledging, that he did ſo in regard 
to that Cod, whoſe prieſt he was: 
adding moreover, that the high- 
prieſt fo habited had appeared to 
him in a dream at Dis in Macedo- 
nia, aſſuring him of ſucceſs againſt 
the Per/tans, 1 

Juddua conducted him into the 
city; and having offered ſacrifices 
in the temple; ſhew'd him the 


prophecies of Daniel, concerning 


the overthrow of the Per/ian em- 
pire by a Grecian king. 

Alexander was well ſatisfied with 
his reception at Feruſalem ; and, at 
his departure, granted the Fews a 
foleration of their religion, and an 


exemption from tribute every 7th 
ear. And the Fews were ſo well 
pleaſed with the conqueror's beha- 
viour, that upon his ſignifying that 
he would receive as many of them 
as would enliſt into his ſervice, 
great multitudes entered under his 
banner, and followed him in his 
other expeditions. 

The Samaritans met him in 
great pomp and parade, as he left 

eruſalem, and invited him to their 
city. But Alexander deferred bath 
their invitationand petition for cer- 
tain privileges, till his return from 
Egypt; and left his favourite An- 
dromachus governor of Syria and 
Paleſtine. 

Andromachus coming ſome time 
after to Samaria upon buſineſs, was 
burned to death in his houſe, as it 
was thought on purpoſe by the Sa- 
maritans, in revenge of the ſlight, 
which they apprehended Alexander 
had ſhewn them, But as ſoon as 
Alexander heard thereof, he cauſed 
thoſe to be put to death, who'had 


_ ated any part in the murder, ba- 


niſhed all the other inhabitants 
from Samaria, planted therein a 
colony of Macedonians, and gave 
the reſidue to the Fetus. 

Upon the ruins of the Perſans, 
Alexander had erected the Grecian 
or Macedonian monarchy. But 
coming to Babylon after the con- 
queſt of the moſt part of the 
then known world, he gave him- 
ſelf ſo much up to drunkenneſs and 
gluttony, that he ſoon put an end 
to his life. | | 

Here it cannot be amiſs to ob- 
ſerve, that Alexander was of a bold 
and enterprizing ſpirit ; but more 
full of fire than diſcretion. His 
actions, tho? ſucceſsful, were fu- 

WA rious 
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rions and extravagantly raſh. His 
few virtues were obſcured with 
more and greater vices. Vain- 
glory was his prædominant paſſion; 
and the tables of the ancient Gree# 
heroes were the only charts by 
which he ſteered his conduct. His 
dragging Balis round Gaga; his 
expedition into India; his drunken 
proceſſion through Caramania, and 
taking to himſelf the name of the 
ſon of Ju iter, are ſo many vouch- 
ers of this idertion. And, were 
all his actions duly confidered and 
eſtimated, he wouid be properly 
characterized the great cut: throat 
of the age, in which he lived; as 
all they are who delight in blood- 
med, and will forfeit ALL to ob- 
tain univerſal monarchy : Whereas, 
they only are the true heroes, 
who moſt benefit the world, by 
promoting the peace and weli-fare 
of mankind. In a righteous cauſe, 
or a juſt defence of a man's coun- 
try, all actions of valour are wor- 
thy df praiſe; ; but in all «ther ca- 
ſes victory and ccngusſt are no more 
than murder and rebery There- 
fore Alexander's heroiſm is to be 
avoided, and not to be followed, 
as the trucſt way to honour and 
glory. 

Hiexauder was no ſooner dead, 
than Ptolemy Soter ſeized upon A- 
pt; and, having in vain -endea- 
voured to gain Syria, Phænicia 
and Juda, from Lacmedon, whom 
Alexander had appointed governor 
inſtead of Andromachus, that was 
burnt, invaded them by ſea and 
land, took Z25m don priſoner, and 
got poſſeſſion of thoſe provinces 
alſo, except 7rudea; which, upon 
the account of their allegiance to 
the ſurviving governor, reſulting 


to yield, felt the ſeverity of the 
conqueror z who, underſtanding 
that the Jews would not ſo much 
as defend themſelves on the /ab- 
bath day, ſtorm'd Jeriſalem, took 
it without reſiſtance on that day, 
and carried above 100,000 of them 
captives into Egypt. 

From this time we may date 
the Jews ſubjzRion to the kings of 
Egypt. And it was in the fifth 
year of this Pto/emy's reign, that 
Onias the Jeibiſb high-priett died 
and was ſucceeded by his ſon $i- 
mon the fuſt, whoſe praiſe is in 
Ecclus L. 3 

Simon the Fujt was higb- prieſt 
nine years, and compleated the ca- 
non of the Old Teſtament, by add- 
ing the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Eſther, {-/alachi, and the two 
books of Chronicles, with the aid 

and aſſiſtance of the great ſyna- 
gogue. He was ſucceeded by his 
brother Elenzar „ his ſon Onias be- 
ing a min Or. 

Pole: i Soter was ſucceeded by 
his ſon Ptolemy Philadelphus, who 
compleated the college or muſeum 
of learned men, and the famous 
library at Alexandria in Egypt, 
which was begun by his father, 
and contained 700,000 volumes; 
and placed in that library an au- 
thentic tranſlation of the book of 
the leo This tranſlation was fi- 
niſhed under the inſpection of Ele- 
azar the high-prieſt, and is called 
the Septuagint, on account of the 
joint labour of LXXII tranſlators 
employed therein. 


Ptolemy Piiladelphus died in the 


Zoth year of his reign, and in the 


He was a 
a great patron 
So that the men of 
learning 


62d ycar of his age. 
learned prince, an 
of learning. 
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learning flocked to bis court from 
all parts, and partook of his fav our 
and bounty. Amongſt theſe were 
the poets Theocritus, Callimachus, 
Lycophron and Aratus, and Ma— 
netho, the Egyptian hiſtorian. But 
tho' Zoilus would have inſinuated 
into his graces, his ſnarling wit, 
bitter and ill-natured criticiſm 

drew upon himſelf the odium and 
averſion of all men, and king Pto- 
lemy's indignation. 

Ptolemy Euergetes ſucceeded his 
father Fto/emy in Egypt. He found 
Onias, the ſon of Simon the Fu/t in 
the pontiſcate at Feruſalem, who 
was very old, weak, inconfiderate 
and covetous. And Euergetes per- 
ceiving that the high-prieſt had 
for many years kept back the an- 
nual tribute, ſent one Athenian, an 
officer at court, to 7eruſalzm to 


demand it, being a very large 


ſum, with threats of ſending an 
army to diſpoſſeſs them of the 
country, upon refuſal. _ 
This demand and threatening 
threw the whole nation into great 
confuſion. And one 7efzph, the 
high-prieſt's nephew by his ſiſter's 
fide, rebuked his uncle ſharply for 
his injuſtice, and ill management 
of the publick intereſt. Propoſed 
On:as's journey to Alexandria as 
the beſt expedient; and, upon his 
uncle's refuſal, offered to go in 
perſon to pacify the king's wrath. 
Which was accepted by the high- 
prieſt, and approved on by the peo- 
... | | 
f Joſeph all this time had enter- 
tained Athenian in a moſt elegant 
manner at his own houſe ; and, 
at his departure, loaded him with 
ſuch valuable gifts, that when he 
arrived at Alexandria, he found 


the king prepared much in his fa- 
vour to receive him; and made 
himſelf more acceptable, by in- 
forming him concerning the reve- 
nues of Cæloſyria and Rami, 
whoſe value he had enquitred more 


perfectly from their farmers, with 


whom he had travelled to court part 
of the way; and was thereupon ad- 
mitted the king's receiver general 
of Cœloſyria, Phonicis, Fudea and 
Samaria, He immediately ſatisfied 
the king for his uncle's arrears, 
with five hundred talents he bor- 
rowed at Alexandria on the credit 
of his new office, which he enjoy'd 
22 years; tho' he met with great 
oppoſition at his firſt collecting, till 


he had brought ſome of the ring- 


leaders to exemplary puniſhment. 
All things were again compoſed 
at Feruſalem: and Fbilopator hav- 
ing ſucceeded his father Ptolemy 
Euergetes in Egypt, and defeated 
the army of Antiochus the Great, 
he in the fifth year of his reign 
took the tour of Jeruſalem, while 


he viſited his conqueſts. But this 


was very unfortunate for the Jews : 


For Ph:/opator, being led with a 
vain curioſity to enter into the 
Sanctuary, and the Holy of Holies, 
(on the great day of ex pration ) 
where no one but the high-prieſt 
was allowed to enter, he was op- 
poſed by the deprecations and la- 
mentations of the people: And, 
when he would ſtill advance beyond 
the inner court, he was ſeized with 
ſuch a ſudden terror and conſterna- 
tion, that he was obliged to be car- 
ried back, in a manner, half dead. 
He recovered; but when he left the 
city he vow'd revenge. And ac- 
cordingly, he was no ſooner re- 
turned to Alexandria than he de- 
U 3 graded 
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graded the Jews from all their 
rights and privileges, ordered them 
to be ſtigmatized with a burn, re- 
preſenting an ivy- leaf, under pain 
of death, in honour of his God 
Bacebus; and excluded all perſons 
from his preſence, that would not 
facrifice to the God he worſhipped. 
— Then he commanded as many 

tos as he could ſeize in Egypt to 
be brought and ſhut up in the Hip- 
podromie, or place for horſe-races, at 
A'exandria, to be devour'd of ele- 
phants. But God turned the wild 
beaſts upon thoſe that came to ſee 
the dreadful maſſacre; by which 
numbers of the ſpectators were 
Lain; and fo terrified the king and 
his ſubjects with other tokens of 
his diſpleaſure and power, that 
Pbhilopator immediately not only 
releaſed the Jews from the Hip- 
podrome, but reſtored the whole 
nation to their privileges, reverſed 
every decree againſt them, and 
put thoſe Fews to death, who for 
fear of perſecution had apoſtatized 
from their religion. 

Ptolemy Philapator was ſucceeded 
by his ſon Ptolemy Epiphanes, then 
only five years old. This mino- 
rity gave Antiochus the Great, an 
opportunity to regain Cæloſyria 
and Paleſtine. In which expedi- 
tion the Fetus had ſhewn ſo much 
favour to Antiochus, that he granted 
them many favours, a liberty to 
live according to their own laws 
and religion, a prohibition to ſtran- 
gers to enter within the Sept of 
the temple, Sc. But as ſoon as 
Ptolemy was marriageable, he made 
peace with him, and gave him his 
daughter, with Cæloſyria and Pa- 
leſtine for her portion. On this 

occaſion, Joſep, who had been 
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Ptolemy's receiver- general in thoſe 
provinces, and diſplaced by Antio- 
chus, was reſtored. 

Ptolemy in a ſhort time had a 
ſon; and it being cuſtomary on 
ſuch occaſions for all the great of- 


ficers of ſtate to congratulate the 


king and queen, and to carry them 


preſents, Jeſeph, whoſe age would 
not permit him to take ſo long a 


Journey, ſent his ſon Hyrcanus ; 
who, upon an unlimited credit 
given him by his father, when he 
was arrived at Alexandria, borrow- 
ed a thouſand talents, or 200,000 1. 
ſterling. With which, buying an 
hundred beautiful boys for the 
king, and as many beautiful young 
maids for the queen, at the price 
of a talent per head; and preſent- 
ing them with each a talent in their 
hands, and diſpoſing of the re- 
maining ſum among the courtiers 
and great officers, he ſo obliged 
the king and queen, and all the 
court, that he found it eaſy to 
ſupplant his father, and obtained 
the king's commiſſion for collec- 
tor of the royal revenues in all the 
country beyond Jordan. 
Hyrcanus, having thus abuſed 
his truſt, went with a ſtrong guard 
to execute his office; and, being 
met by his brothers, killed two of 
them. He came to Jeruſalem, but 
his father would not admit him to 
his preſence ; and he was ſhunned 
by every body. Upon the death of 
his ancient father, which happened 
ſoon after, he endeavoyred by 
force of arms to out his r. 
from the paternal eſtate. This 
diſturbed the peace of Jeruſalem 
for a while ; till at laſt his brothers, 
being aſſiſted by the high- prieſt and 


the generality of the people, drove 


him 
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him over Jordan, where he lived 


in a ſtrong caſtle, till he fell upon 
his own ſword and killed himſelf, 
to avoid the puniſhment which An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, upon his ſuc- 
ceeding to the throne of Syria, 
threatened him with. 

Antiochus the Great, being ſlain 
by the inhabitants of Eùymais, as 
he attempted by night to plunder 
the temple of Jupiter Belus, there- 
by to pay the Romans, according 
to his agreement; his ſon Seleucus 
Philopator ſucceeded him in the 
provinces of Syria, Judea, Ofc. 
and reſided at Antioch. 

Seleucus at his firſt advancement 
to the dominion of theſe provinces, 
continued his father's favours to 
the Jes; but being afterwards 
informed by one Simon, a Benja- 
mite, that there was great treaſure 
in the temple, he ſent one Helio- 
dorus to ſeize it, and to bring all 
the riches he could find therein to 
Antioch. Heliodorus attempted to 
execute this commiſſion: but he 
was ſo terrified at the ſight of an 
armed hoſt of angels, that appear- 
ed to defend the entrance of the 
ſacred treaſury, that he fell ſpeech- 
leſs to the ground; nor did he re- 
cover till the high-prieſt interceded 
to God for him. 

This ſame Heliodorus poiſoned 
his ſovereign Seleucus, hoping to 
obtain the kingdom. But his de- 
ſign was fruſtrated by Eumenes, 
king of Pergamus, and his brother 
Attalus, who ſet Antiochus Epi- 


phanes, another ſon of Antiochus 


the Great, on the throne of Syria. 


Epiphanes, at, his acceſſion to 
the throne, finding himſelf hard 


preſſed by the Romans, endea- 


youred to raiſe their heavy tribute 


by all manner of exactions. A- 
mongſt other means he depoſed 
the good and pious high-prieft 
Onias, and ſold the pontificate to his 
brother Jaſon, for the yearly ſum 


of 360 talents; and afterwards he 


depoſed Jaſon, and ſold it to his 
brother Menelaus for three hundred 
talents more. 

Menelaus having invaded the 
pontificate by theſe unjuſt means; 
and finding himſelf ſtreightened to 
raiſe the annual payment accord- 
ing to contract, by the means of 
Lyſimachus, another of his brothers, 
he robbed the temple of many gold 
veſſels, which being turned into 
money, he paid the king, and 
bribed Andronicus, the governor 
of Antioch, to murder his brother 
Onias, leſt at any time he ſhould 
ſtand in his way. It is true, that 
at the inſtance of the people An- 
dronicus was ſeized and executed 
for this villainy and murder; and 
Lyſimachus was put to death by the 
mob at Feruſalem Yet Menelaus 
found means by bribery, not only 
to acquit himſelf, but to obtain 
ſentence againſt, and even the ex- 
ecution of the three delegates, that 
went from Jeruſalem to proſecute 
him in the name of the Sanhedrim. 
But, 

While Antiochus was engaged 
in the Egyptian war, Jaſon, on a 
falſe report that the king was dead, 
marched with a thouſand men, ſur- 
prized the city Jeruſalem, drove 
Menelaus into the caſtle, and cru- 
elly put to the ſword, and to other 


kinds of death, all thoſe that he 


thought were his adverſaries. 

The news of this revolution and 
maſlacre, no ſooner reached An- 
tiochus, but he haſted to reduce 
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the Fews to their obedience. 
And, in his way, being informed 
that the inhabitants of Feruſa- 
lem had made great rejoicings 
at the report of his death, he 
was ſo provoked, that, having 
taken it by ſtorm, he flew 40,000 
perſons, and fold as many more 
for ſlaves to the neighbouring na- 
tions; he entered into the Hay of 
Holies ; ſacriiiced a fow upon the 
altar of burnt-offerings, and cauſed 
the broth or pur thereot to be 
ſprinkled all over the temple. He 
plundered the temple of as much 
gold and furniture as amounted to 
B90 talents of gold. Then re- 
turning to Anti- ach, he made one 
Philip, a moſt barbarous and cruel 
man, governor of Judea; An- 
aranicus, as bad a man, governor 
of Samaria; and continued Mene- 
lau, the worſt of all. in the pon- 
tificate. And, as if this was not 
ſufficient to ſatisfy his rage, he, 
not long after, ſent an army of 
22,000 men, under Apollanius his 
general, with commiſſion to put 
all the men of Jeruſalem to the 
ſword, and to make flaves of the 
women and children: Which was 
rigorouſly executed on a ſabbath- 
day ; ſo that none eſcaped, but ſuch 
as could hide themſelves in caves, 
or reach the mountains by flight. 
This cruelty ſoon after purſued 
the Jews, wherever diſperſed, For, 
by a general decree to oblige all 
people in his dominions to con— 
form to the religion of the king 
one Atheneus, a Grecian idolater, 
was pitched upon to receive and 
inſtruct all the Jews that would 
turn idolaters, and to puniſh thoſe 
with the moſt cruel deaths that re- 
fuſed, Now it was that the tem- 
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ple was dedicated to Jupiter Olym- 
pus; the books of the law were 
burned ; and women, accuſed of 
having their children circumciſed, 
were led about the ftreets with 
theſe children tied about their 
necks, and then both together caſt 
headlong over the ſteepeſt part of 
the wall. For, many of them 
choſe rather to die, than to re- 
nounce their God. As the holy 


zeal and religious fortitude of the 


very aged and pious Eleazar, a 
chief doctor of the law, and of 
the heroine Salomena, and her ſe- 
ven ſons, do teftify ; whom neither 
the inſtruments oi death could ter- 
rify, nor the allurements of the ty- 


rant could perſuade to forfeit their 


intereſt with the Almighty, either 

by idolatry or dimmulation. 
Matthias, great grandſon of A, 

moncus, and a prieſt of the firſt 


courſe, retired with his five ſons, 


Jobn, Simon, Judas, Eleazar, and 
Jonathan, from the perſecution at 
Jeruſalem, to a little place called 
Maodin in the tribe of Dan : But 
as ſoon as they were diſcovered, 
Antiochus ſent one Apelles to that 
place, to oblige all the inhabitants, 
on pain of death, to turn idolaters. 
This officer delivered his com- 
miſſion in ſuch a manner as to per- 
ſuade Matthias to embrace idola- 
try, by tendering to him the king's 


favour, and promiſing him great 
riches: 


V hich the good prieſt not 
only ſcornfully rejected ; but flew 
the firſt 7ew, that dared to ap- 
proach the idolatrous altar; and 
then, turning upon the king's 
commiſſioner, he diſpatched him 
and all his attendants, with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of his ſons, and thoſe that 
were with them. After this he put 
himſclf 
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himſelf at the head of as many he had begun: and he appointed 
Jews as he could collect; and, his ſon Judas his ſucceſſor in the 
having broken down the idols and command of the army; and Si- 
altars of the heathens, retired with eon to be their counſellor. 
them into the mountains. Here, Judas, who had ſignalized him- 
as he took meaſures for their de- ſelf on former occaſions for his 
fence, he was joined by a great great valour, was diſtinguiſhed by 
party of Aſſidæans, a valiant peo- the title Maccabeus, which is in- 
ple, who practiſed greater hard- terpreted congueror in the Lord. 
ſhips and mortifications, and were And having taken the command of 
reſolved to lay down their lives for his people upon him, be proſecuted 
the recovery of the temple. By the good work of reformation, be- 
theſe, and the acceſſion of great gun by his father, and took all the 
numbers of other Jews, Matthias meaſures he was able, by fortifying 
found himſelf in a capacity to take towns, building caſtles, and plac- 
the field; but as their miſtaken ing ftrong garriſons to maintain 
notion about reſting on the /abbath- the liberty and religion of his coun- 
day had been one great cauſe of try againſt all oppoſition. 
their being ſurprized by their ene- Apollonins was ſent by Antiochus 
mies, and brought many great miſ- to march an army of Samaritans 
fortunes upon them ; becauſe they againſt him. But he was killed, 
would not defend themſelves on and his troons defeated and entirely 
that day from their enemies ; he routed, after a great ſlaughter, b 
cauſed it to be unanimouſly agreed our young general, who, findin 
and decreed, that it was lawful, Apolloniuss word among the ſpoils, 
and that they ſhould defend them- took it for his own uſe, and gene- 
ſelves, and repel force by force on rally fought with it ever after. 
the fabbath-day, ſhould they be at- This news having reached Cœ- 
tacked. loſyria; Seren, deputy-governor of 
After this decree had paſſed, that province marched with all the 
with the approbation of the prieſts forces he could collect to revenge 
andelders, Matthias left his lurk- the death of Apollonius; but he 
ing places, marched round the cities met with the ſame fate. 
of Judah, pulled down tho heathen Antiochus was ſo enraged at theſe 
altars, reſtored the true worſhip defeats, that he immediately or- 
and circumciſion; and cut off both dered 40,000 foot, 7000 horſe, 
the apoſtates and perſecutors, that and a great number of auxiliaries, 
fell in his way; till death ſum- made up of the neighbouring na- 
moned him to immortality, in the tions and apoſtate 7etos, to march 
hundred and een year of againſt Judea, under the command 


his age. of Ptolemy- /Aacrou, Nicanor and 


He was buried at Modin with Gorgias, three eminent command- 
great lamentation of all J/rael. ers. 
But'when he found death approach- Upon their advancing as far as 
ing, he exhorted his five ſons to Emmaus, about ſeven miles from 
perſevere i in the caufe of God, as Jeruſalem; Judas, who may be 


ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed at that time beſieging, or 


at leaſt blocking up Jeruſalem, then 
in the hands of the heathen, retircd 
to Mixpeb. Here the whole army 
addrefled themſelves to God. Judas 
exhorted them moſt pathetically to 
fight for their religion, laws and 
liberties; but at laſt giving thoſe 
leave to withdraw from his army 
that had built houſes, or betrothed 
wives within the year, or that were 
in any degree fearful, he preſently 
found himſelf at the head of no 
more than three thouſand men. 
However, he was reſolved to 
give the enemy battle. In the 
mean time God ordained him an 
ealy victory: For while Gorgias 
was detached with 5000 foot and 


loco horſe to ſurprize his little ar- 


my by night, Judas being informed 
of the deſign marched by another 
way; fell upon the camp in the 
abſence of Gorgias, killed 3000 
men, put the reſt to flight, and 
ſcized the camp. Gorgias, not 
finding the Jews in their camp, 
proceeded to the mountains, ſup- 
poſing they were fled there for 
ſafety. But, not meeting with 
them there, he was much ſurprized 
in his return at what had happened 
in his abſence. And his army, 


hearing that Judas waited to give 


them a warm reception in the 
plains, flung down their arms and 
fled. Judas in the purſuit killed 
ooo more, and wounded and 
maimed. moſt of the reſt. This 
victory opened to him the gates of 
Jeruſalem, where he and his army 


celebrated the next day, which was 


a ſabbath, with great devotion and 
thankſgiving. 

Timotheus and Bacchides, gover- 
nors or licutenants under Autiachus, 
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marched immediately to the aſſiſ. 


tance of Gorg:as ; but they fell 2 
ſacrifice to the valour and conduct 


of Judas, who, by the ſpoils taken 


from the enemy, was enabled the 
better to carry on the war. 
This defeat was ſucceeded by 


another of Ly/ias, the governor of 


all the country beyond Euphrates. 
He had penetrated as far as Beth- 
zura, a ſtrong fortreſs about 20 
miles from Jeruſalem, threatening 
to deſtroy the country withan army 
of 60,000 foot and 5000 horſe. 
But he was defeated alſo by Judas 
with ten thouſand men only. 
This victory gave him ſome reſ- 
pite ; and accordingly he reftored 
the temple to the true worſhip of 
God, removed all the prophana- 
tions, built an altar of wnhewn 


flones, and replaced the furniture 


that Antiochus had carried away out 
of the gold, and other rich ſpoils 
taken in this war. Thus he dedi- 
cated the temple again; and or- 
dained that a feaſt of dedication 
ſhould be kept annually, in com- 
memoration thereof for ever, about 
the 20th of November. 

His next care was to ſubdue the 
fortreſs on mount Acra, which A- 


poallonius had erected to command 


the temple; and, being yet in the 
power of the heathens, gave them 
great opportunities to annoy the 
Zews that went to worſhip in the 
temple. But not having men e- 
nough to ſpare to form a blockade, 
he ſilenced it by another fortifica- 
tion, which he erected on the 
mountain of the temple. 

When this revolt and ſucceſs of 


the Fews reached Antiochus, in his 


expedition into Perſia, he threat- 


encd utterly to deſtroy ,the whole 


nation, 
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nation, and to make Feruſalem 
the common place of burial to all 
the Fews, But God viſited him 
with a ſudden and ſore diſeaſe. 
He at firſt was afflicted with grie- 
vous torments in his bowels, his 
privy parts were ulcerated, and 
filled with an innumerable quan- 
tity of vermin; and he ſtunk ſo, 
that he became nauſeous to him- 
ſelf and all about him. Then his 
mind was ſo tormented with ſuch 
direful ſpectres and apparitions of 
evil ſpirits; the remorſe of his 
wicked lifeand prophanationsgnaw- 
ed him. ſo grievouſly, that he at 
laſt acknowledged the juſtice of 
God in his puniſhment, and offered 
up many vows and promiſes of a 
full reparation 1n caſe he recovered. 
But God would not hear him: 
the time of repentance was paſt. 
Therefore, when his body was al- 
moſt half conſumed with the rot- 


= tenneſs of the ulcer, he died under 
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hundreds, fifties and tens. 


the moſt horrid torments of bodyand 
mind, in the 12th year of his reign. 
udas Maccabæus began now 

to conſider how the government 

ſhould be fixed ; and therefore, in 

a general aſſembly held at Maſpha, 

he revived the ancient order, and 
appointed rulers over thouſands, 
And it 
is alſo probable, that he conſtituted 
the high court of Sanhedrim, in 
which was a ſettled Naſi, preſi- 
dent or prince, who was the high- 
prieſt for the time being: An 4b- 
beth-din, or father of the houſe of 
judgment, who was the preſident's 
deputy ; and a Chacam, or the wiſe 
man, who was ſub-deputy : The 
other members were called elders 
or ſenators, men of untainted birth, 


good learning, and profound know- 
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ledge in the law, both prieſts and 
laymen. And they in particular 
were empowered to decide all pri- 
vate difficult controverſies, all re- 
ligious affairs, and all important 
matters of Hate. 

This was properly the ſenate or 
great council of the nation, which 
grew into great power under the 
adminiſtration of the Aſmonæan 
princes; and was in great autho- 
rity in the days of our ſaviour's 
miniſtry. 

Lyſias, who had been ſo ſhame- 
fully routed by Fudas, having the 
care of Antiochus's fon, who was 
called Antiochus Eupater, and only 
nine years old, ſet him on the 
throne, and ſeized the government 
and tuition of the young king into 
his own bands; and unmediately 
combined with the neighbouring 
{dumeans and other nations, ene- 
mies to 7udah, to unite in an at- 
tempt utterly to deſtroy and extir- 
pate the whole race of /rael. 

When Judas was informed of 
this confederacy, he reſolved to 
prevent their intentions, and to 
carry the war into Idumæa. Thus 
he entered their country by Acra- 
batene, a canton of Judea, near 
the ſouthern extremity of the dead 
ſea, and flew there 20,000 of 
them. Then falling upon the chil- 
dren of Bean, another tribe of the 
Idumæans, he killed 20,000 more, 
routed their army, and took their 
ſtrong holds. Hence, paſſing over 

Jordan into the land of the Ammo- 
nites, he defeated them in ſeveral 
engagements, flew great numbers 
of them, and took the city 7aha- 
zah, at the foot of mount Gilead, 
near the brook Jazah. And ſo 
returned home. | 
After 
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After his return into Judæa, one 
Timotheus, a governor in thoſe 
parts, pretended to follow him 
with 2 numerous army. But Ju- 
das fell upon him ; and, having 
overthrown him with a very great 
ſlaughter, purſued him to the city 
Gaara, in the tribe of Ephraim, 
which he took; and he ſlew both 
Timothens and his brother Chereas, 
governor of that city, and Apollo- 
phanes, another great captain of 
the Syrian forces. 
This ſucceſs ſtirred up the jea- 
louſy of the heathen nations about 
Gilead, who fell upon the Vetos in 
the land of Toh; and, having ſlain 
1900, took their goods, and car- 
ried their wives and children cap- 
tives, and drove the reſidue to ſeek 
for reſuge and ſecurity in the ſtrong 
fortreſs Dathema, in Gilead. But 
Timotheus, the ſon of him Main at 
Gazarc, {hut them up with a great 
army, and beſieged them, while 
the inhabitants of Tyre, Sidon and 
Ptolemais were contriving to cut 
off all the Jetos, that lived in Ga- 
lilee. 

Judas, in this critical juncture, 
by and with the advice of the Sau- 
hedrim, dividing his army into 
parts, he and his brother Jonathan 
marched with 8000 men to the re- 
lief of the Gileadites: his brother 
marched with 3000 into Galilee, 
and his brother 7o/eph was left 
with the command of theremainder 
to protect Jeruſalem and the coun- 
try round, and to remain wholly 
on the defenſi ve, till Judas and 
Simon ſhould return. 

In their march to Gilead, Judas 
and Jonathan attacked Baſpra, a 
town of the Edomites, ſlew all the 
males, plundered -it, releaſed a 


by 
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great number of Jetos reſerved to 
be put to death as ſoon as Dathema 
ſhould be taken, and burned the 
city. When they arrived before 
Dathema, which was by a forced 
march in the. might, the brothers 
gave Timotheus ſo ſudden and vio- 
lent an aſſault, that they put his 
army to flight, and flew Sooo in 
the purſuit. And where- ever he 
came, and found any Jeros op- 
preſſed or impriſoned, he treated 
them in the ſame manner as he did 
Baſſora. 

At the ſame time Simon defeated 
the enemy ſeveral times in Galilee, 
drove them out of the country, 
and purſued them with very great 
ſlaughter to the gates of Ptolemais. 
But Joſeph, contrary to his orders, 
leaving Jeruſalem was put to flight 
Gorgias, governor of Syr/ la, 
and loſt two thouſand men in 
that ill· projected expedition againſt 
Jamniæ, a ſea- port on the Medi- 
Drranban. 

' Lyfias by this time having aſ- 
ſembled an army of 800,000 men, 
80 elephants, and all the horſe of 
the kingdom, marched in perſon 
againſt the Hebrew conqueror. 
Fudas met him at the ſiege of 
Bethzuna, gave him battle, ſlew 
11,000 foot, 1600 horſe, and put 
the reſt to flight. | 

This victory was happily attend- 
ed with a peace between Judas 
and Ly/ias, in the name of the 
young king ; by which the heathen 
decree of uniformity made by Epi- 
phanes was reſcinded, and the eros 
permitted to liveaccording to their 
own laws. | 

However this peace was ſoon 
broke by the people of Foppa and 
Jamnia: But Judas no ſoongr was 

informed 
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informed that they had cruelly treat- 
ed and murdered the Jews, that liv- 
ed amongſt them, but he ſell upon 
Joppa by night, burned their ſhip- 
ping, and put all to the ſword, 

that had eſcaped the fire; and he 
ſet fire to the haven of aninia, 
and burned all the ſhips in it. 

Timotheus alſo, that had fled be- 
fore this conqueror, was diſcon- 
tented with the peace, and gather- 
ed an army of 120, ooo foot, and 
2500 horſe, in order to oppreſs 
the Jews in Gilead, But when 
the news of this armament reached 
Judas, he marched againſt him; 
and, after he had defeated a ſtrong 
party of wandering Arabs, and 
made peace with them ; taken the 
city Caſpis, which was Heſben in 
the tribe of Reuben; flain the inha- 
bitants; deſtroyed the place; taken 
Caraca alſo, and put its garriſon of 
10,000 men to the ſword, he 
came up with Timotheus near Ra- 
phon on the river Jabboc, gave him 
battle, flew 30,000 of his men,; 
took him priſoner, purſued the re- 
mains of his army to Carnion, in 
Arabia, took that city alſo, and 
ſlew 25,000 more of Timotheus's 
forces; but gave him his life and 
liberty, on promiſe that he would 
releaſe all the Fews captives 
throughout his dominions, 

As he returned to. Jeruſalem he 
ſtormed the ſtrong city of Ephron, 


well garriſoned "by Lyſias, put 


25,000 people to the ſword, plun- 

dered it, and razedit to the ground; 

becauſe the people refuſed to grant 

him a paſſage through it. This 

campaign was concluded with a day 

of thankſgiving in the temple at 
eruſalem. 


Thus Judas, finding himſelf 


diſingaged from the treaty of peace, 
by theſe hoſtilities; carried the 
war into the ſouth of [dumaa; 

diſmantled Hebron, the metropolis 
thereof; paſled into the land of the 
Philiſtines, took /4z5tus or Al ded, 
deſtroyed their idols, plundered 
their country, and returned to Ju- 
dea, to reduce the fortreſs of Acra, 
ſtill in the hands of the king of Sy- 
ria, and became very troubleſome 
in time of war to thoſe that reſorted 
to the temple, 

Judas prepared for a regular 
ſiege ; but Antiochus being inform- 
ed of its diſtreſs, marched to its 
relief with an army of 110,000 
ſoot, 20,000 horſe, 32 elephants 
with caſtles on their backs full of 
archers, and 300 armed chariots 
of war. In his way through Idu- 
maa, he laid ſiege to Bethzura, 
which at laſt was forced to ſurrend- 
er, after Judas, who had march- 


ed to its relief, had killed 4c00 of 


the enemy by ſurprize in the night, 
loft his brother Elcazar in battle, 
cruſhed to death by an elephant, 
that he had ſtabbed, and was forced 


to retreat and {hut 1 and his 


friends up in the temple. 

The king and Zz//as were both 
preſent in this army of the Syrians, 
and would have compelled Judas to 
ſurrender, had not Philip, whom 


Epiplanes had upon his death bed 


appointed guardian of his ſon, taken 
this opportunity of their abſence to 
ſeize upon Antizch, and to take 
upon him the government of the 
Syrian empire. 

Upon this news Ly/zas ſtruck up 


a peace immediately with Judas, 


upon honourable and advantageous 


terms to the Jew!/b nation. "But, 
tho it Was ratified by oath, Eu- 


pater 
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pater ordered the fortifications of Eupater, a minor, in the govern- 


the temple to be demoliſhed. 

It was in this war that Menelaus, 
the wicked high-prieſt, fell into 
diſgrace with Ly/zas, while he was 
prompting the heathen barbarity to 
deſtroy his own people. For, be- 
ing accufed and convicted of being 
the author and fomenter of this 
Jetoiſb expedition, Lyſias ordered 
bim to be carried to Berbæa, a 
town in Syria; and there to be 
caſt headlong into an high tower 
of aſbes, in which there was a wheel, 
which continually ſtirred up and 
raiſed the aſhes about the criminal, 
till he was ſuffocated, and died. 
— This was a puniſhment among 
the Perſians for criminals in high- 
life.— This wicked high-prieft was 
ſucceeded, at the promotion of 
Antiachus Eupater, by one Alcimus, 
a man altogether as wicked as his 
immediate predeceſſor. 

Eupater returned home; and, 
by an eaſy battle, killed the uſurper 
Philip, and quelled the inſurrec- 
tion in his favour. But it was not 
ſo with Demetrius, the ſon of Se- 
leucus Philspater, who, being now 
come to maturity, claimed the 
kingdom in right of his father, el- 
der brother to Epiphanes. 

Demetrius had been ſent to 
Rome, as an hoſtage, in exchange 
for his uncle Antiochus Epiphanes, 
in the very year that his father died. 
Antiochus, returning in the very 
nick of time, was declared king, in 
prejudice to the right of the minor 
Demetrius. And tho' Demetrius 


had often ſolicited the aſſiſtance of 


the Roman ſenate, under whom he 
was educated, to reſtore him to 
his kingdom, reaſons of ſtate ſway- 
ed with them rather to confirm 


ment, than to aſſert the right of 
one of a mature underſtanding. 
Yet, tho' he failed in this applica- 
tion, Demetrius reſolved to throw 
himſelf upon providence. To which 


end, leaving Rome in cog. Deme- 


trius got ſafe to Tripolis in Syria; 
where he gave out that he was 
ſent, and would be ſupported by 
the Romans, to take poſſeſſion of 
his father's kingdom. This ſtra- 
tagem had its deſired effect: every 
one deſerted from Eupater to De- 
metrius and the very ſoldiers 
ſeized on Eupater and Lyſias, and 
would have delivered them into his 
hands. But Demetrius thought it 
more politic not to ſee them, and 
having ordered them to be put to 
death, was preſently ſettled in the 
poſſeſſion of the whole kingdom. 
During this interval the Jews 


enjoyed a profound peace; but 


having refuſed to acknowledge Al- 
cimus their high-prieſt, becauſe he 
had apaftatized in the time of the 
perſecution; Alcimus addreſſed the 
new king Demetrius, implored his 
protection againſt Judas Macca- 
beus, and ſo exaſperated him a- 
gainft the whole body of his par- 
ty by falſe repreſentations, that 
Demetrius ordered Bacchides to 
march an army into Judea, and 
to confirm Alcimus in the pontifi- 
cate. 

Alcimus was alſo commiſſioned 
with Bacchides to carry on the war 
in 7udea ; who, upon the promiſe 
of a ſafe conduct, having got the 
ſcribes and doctors of the law into 
their power, put /ixty of them to 
death, in one day. Bacchides left 
him in poſſeſſion with ſome forces 
for his ſupport; with which he. 
committed 


Ju p As MaccaBszvs /lain in Battle, 


committed many murders, and did 
much miſchief. And at laſt ob- 


tained another army from Deme- 


trius, under the command of Ni- 


canor, to deſtroy Judas; to diſperſe 
7 his followers, and the more effec- 

tually to ſupport the ſaid Alcimus 
in his poſt of high-prieſt. 


Nicanor, who had experienced 


the valour of Judas, propoſed a 
| compromiſe : But Alcimus expect- 
ing more advantage to himſelf by a 
war, beat the king off it. 
NMicanor was obliged to execute the 
firſt order. — The war was carried 
on with various ſucceſs, till N:ca- 
nor was ſlain in a pitched battle 


So that 


near a village called Bethoron, and 
his whole army of 35000 men caſt- 
ing down their arms were, to a 
man, cut off in the flight. 

This victory was followed with 


a day of thankſgiving, which was 


eſtabliſhed to be continued every 
year under the name of the anni- 
verſary day of ſolemn thankſgiving. 

Judas obſerving that the Syrians 
paid no regard to any treaties ; 
thought that by making a league 
with the Romans, his nation would 
be much better ſecured againſt ſuch 
a perfidious people.— Therefore he 
ſent Jaſon and Eupolemus to Rome, 
who ſoon obtained theratification of 
a league of mutual defence between 
them, and a letter to Demetrius, 
requiring him upon the peril of 
having war denounced againſt him, 
to deſiſt from giving the Fews any 
more uneaſineſs and trouble. 

This however proved of no ſer- 
vice. For, while this league was 
negotiating, Demetrius ſent Bac- 
chides and Alcimus a ſecond time 
into Fudea with a numerous army 
to revenge the defeat and death of 
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Nicanor.— At this time Judas had 
no more than 3000 men to oppoſe 
them; and of theſe all but 800 de- 
ſerted their general, at the report 
of the number and ſtrength of their 
enemies. Yet Judas refuſed to 
yield up the cauſe of God; and, 
being followed by that handful of 
brave men, he charged and broke 
the right wing, where Bacchides 
commanded in perſon, and purſued 
them as far as the mountains of 
Arotus, and muſt have gained a 
complete victory, had not his little 
army been followed and encom- 
paſſed by the left wing. But being 
ſurrounded with an exceeding great 
force, the 7ervs fold their lives at 
a dear rate, Judas was killed, and 
then ſuch as ſurvived him were 
forced to flee away. 

His body was carried off by his 
brothers, Siman and Jonathan, and 
buried in the ſepulchres of his an- 
ceſtors, at Modin, with great fu- 
neral honour, as he deſerved. 

Bacchides, after this ſucceſs, 
ſeized on the whole country, and 
ufed the adherents of the Macca- 
bees ſo inhumanly, that Jonathan 
was neceſſitated to retire at the 
head of his diſtreſſed countrymen 
to the wildernefs of Teta. This 
httle army encamped with a morafs 
on one fide, and the river Jordan 
on the other. Bacchides purſued 
them, ſecured the pals of their en- 
campment ; and, tho” he attacked 
them on the ſabbath- day, he loſt a 
thouſand men in the aliault, before 
the Maccabees broke; and then, 
being overpowered with numbers, 
they threw themſelves into the ri- 
ver, and efcaped by ſwimming to 
the other fide, without being pur- 
ſued, | 
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About this time A.cimus, the 
wicked pontift, died ſuddenly of a 
palſey; and Demetrius having re- 
ceived the Senatorian letter from 
Rome, commanding him to deſiſt 
from v: exing the "Jews, recalled 
Bacchides: So that Jorat dan found 
himſelf in a condition to bring his 
affairs into better order. But this 
ſtate of reſt laſted only for two 
years. For the male- contents in- 
vited Bacchides to return with his 
army, under a promiſe to ſupport 
his enterprize, and to ſcize Jona- 
than. But qefore this ailociation 
could take place, Venathan had in- 
formation thereof, ſcized fifty of 
the principal conſpirators, and put 
them to death. And when Bac- 
chides arrived with his great army, 
Jonathan and his brother Szmeon 
gave him ſuch uneaſineſe, and ſo 
artfully diſtreſſed and haraſſed his 
army, without giving him any 
pitched battle, that Bacchides grew 
weary of his undertaking, put ſe- 
veral of thoſe that had invited him 
to that expedition to death, and at 
Jaſt made peace with the Macca- 
bees, reſtored all bis priſoners, and 
{ſwore never more to zusleſt the 

aus. 

When Tonathan found himſelf 
in quiet poſſeſſion of Judea, and 


that there was no more to fear from 


Bacchides, he puniſhed the apoſtate 


Tews with death, reformed the 
church and Rate, and rebuilt the 
walls about the temple and city of 
Terujalem. And ſoon after, (the 
hich- prieſthood having been vacant 
ſeven years) he put on the pantifical 
robe, at the nomination of Alex- 
ander, who, by the aſſiſtance of 
the Roman ſenate, and the ma- 
nagement of one Heraclides, claim- 


ed the crown of Syria in right of 
his pretended father, Antiochus E- 
p1þ Hanes. 

. tho? Demetrius made 
him more advantageous offers, ſul- 
pecting that theſe promiles were 
not real, but only to ſerve the pre- 
ſent purpoſe, accepted Alexander's 
propoſals. Which was ſo accep- 
tavie to the new king, that when 
he had beat and lain Demetrius, 
and was become maſter of the 
whole Syrian monarchy, he invited 
Jonathan to his marriage with Cle- 
opatra, daughter of Ptolemy, king 
of Egypt; and, beſides great per- 
{onal e ker conferred on him 
the poſt of general of all his forces 
in Judea, and chief ſewer of his 
houſhold. 

However, this proſperity was 
ſoon diſturbed by Apollonius, go- 
vernor of Celoſyria, who, taking 
part with Demetrius, the ſon of 
Demetrius, the late king, who 
had concealed himſelf with his bro- 
ther Antiochus in Crete, during the 
late troubles, was now landed in 
Cilicia with an army of mercena- 
ries, marched with an army as far 
as Janmia, and challenged Jona- 
than to give him battle. Jonathan 
marched out with a body of ten 
thouſand men; took Joppa in ſight 
of the enemy; gave Apollonius bat- 
tle; beat him and purſued his bro- 
ken forces to Azotus; where he 
deſtroyed $909 men, the temple 
of Dagon, and the city with fire 
and ſword, , which engaged Alex- 
auder's aiteEtions ſo much, that he 
gave him the golden buckle,” (a diſ- 
tinguifhing mark of the royal fami- 
ly of Perſia) and the city and ter- 
ritories of Ecron, 

Aſter this ſucceeded a ſurprizing 

revolution 
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revolution in Syria. 1 had 
called to his aſſiſtance his father- in- 
law Ptolemy Philometor, who, up- 
on a jealouſy that his ſon Alexander 
had conſpired his death, carried off 
his daughter Cleopatra ; gave her 
to Demetrius, Alexander's compe- 
titor ; and, turning his arms upon 
Alexander, ſettled Demetrius upon 
the throne of his anceſtors ; and, 
after gaining a complete victory, 
forced him to flee into Arabia; 
where Zabdiel, the king of the 
country, cut off his head, and ſent 
it to Ptolemy. 

This Demetrius took the ſtile of 
Nicanor, or conqueror ; and, tho' he 
ſummoned Jonathan to appear be- 
fore him to anſwer certain accuſa- 
tions, the high- prieſt found means to 
gain his favour, and not only acon- 
firmation of former, but a grant of 
more privileges. Which, and the 
promiſe to withdraw the heathen 
garriſon from Acra, ſo recom- 
mended him to Jonathan, that 
when Demetrius was in danger of 
being murdered by the inhabitants 
of Antiach, he marched 3000 men 
to the king” O aſſiſtance, burned a 
great part of the City, ſlew 100,000 
of the inhabitants with fire and 
ſword, and obliged the reſt to throw 
themſelves upon the king's mercy. 
Yet 

This ſervice, and his promiſe 
alſo was preſently forgot by Deme- 
trius, when he thought the ſtorm 
was blown over; and he would, 
on the contrary, have certainly o- 
bliged him, under pain of military 
execution, to pay the uſual taxes 


and tribute paid by his predeceſſors, 


had he riot been prevented by*the 
treaſon of a diſcontented courtier, 
whoſe name was Tryp-2n, 


SIMON and HYRCANUS. 205 


Tryphon at firſt declared for, and 
ſet Antiochus Theos, the ſon of the 
late Alexander, on the throne of Sy- 
ria, after he had vanquiſhed De- 
metrius, and forced him to retire 
into Seleueia.— Jonathan for his 
own intereſt declared for the new 
king; by which he obtained a con- 
firmation of the pontificate, &c. 
and his brother Simon was made 
commander of all his forces from 
Tyre to Egypt. 

As ſoon as Demetrius heard of 
Jonathan's revolt, he marched to 
chaſtize him for it : but it turned 
to his loſs. For he was repulſed 
twice, and loſt Gaza, with all the 


country as far as Damaſcus, and 


Joppa in the land of the Phil; Mines. 

7r;phon intended now to pull 
off the maſk ; but not daring to 
attempt ſo foul a crime, till Fong- 
than could be removed, prevailed 
with him to diſband his army, and 
to accompany him with 1000 men. 
only to Ptolemais; where he was 
no ſooner. entered, but his men 
were put to the ſword, and Jona- 
than put under an are Then 
marching his army into Judea, he 
propoſed to reſtore him, on con- 
dition of one hundred talents; and 
that his two ſons ſhould be given for 
hoſtages of their father's fidelity. 
Jonathan was perſuaded to comply 
with this demand; but the villain 
not only cauſed them and their fa- 


ther to be put to death; but hav- 


ing alſo murdered Antiochus pri- 
vately, he aſſumed the title of king 
of Syria. 

Simon hearing that his brother 
was murdered, and buried at Baſ- 
cama in Gilead, ſent and brought 
him from thence, and buried him 


under a curious monument of 
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white, wrought and poliſhed mo- 
nument, at Modin. And after he 
was admitted governor in his ſtead, 
he offered his ſervice to Demetrius, 
then at Laadicea; who, on condi- 
tion that the eus would aſſiſt him 
in the recovery of his crown, con- 


ceded to him the high-prieſthood 


and principality, and granted the 
people many privileges. 

But Demetrius being about this 
time perſuaded to bead the Elyma- 
en, Parthian, and Badtrian re- 
volter againſt Mithridates, king of 
Parthia ; Simon applied himſelf to 
fortifying his cities; and reduced 
the fortreſs of Acra; which he not 
only took, but even levelled the 
mount on which it was built. 

Mithridates vanquiſhed Deme- 
trius, and after he had taken him 
priſoner, gave him his daughter 
Rhadaguna in marriage. Which 
fo exaſperated his wite Cleopatra, 
then ſhut up in Seleucia, that ſhe 
offered herſelf and the kingdom to 


Antiochus, his brother, then in 


Crete. Antiochus accepted the pro- 
poſal, and upon his landing in Sy- 
ria with an army of mercenaries, 
he was fo ſtrengthened with de- 
ferters from Tryphen's forces, that 
he drove him into Apamea, near 
the mouth of the Orontes, and took 


him and put him to death. 


Thus Anticchus became poſſeſſed 
of his father's throne; tho' not 
without the aſſiſtance of Simon, 
whom he had promiſcd to reward 
with many new privileges. But 
he no ſooner found himfclf deli- 
vered from all oppoſition, but he 
forgot his promiſes, and on the 
contrary demanded the reſtoring of 
Jeꝶpa and Gazara, Fc. or a thou- 
ſand talents in lieu of them. 


in the purſuit. 


Simon refuſed to comply; and 
Antiochus fent Cendebeus with an 
army to force him. Simon, now 
very old, attended by his ſons Ju- 
das and John Hyrcanus, put him 
ta flight at the firſt onſet, and kil- 
led a great number of the enemy 
After this, Simon, 
and his ſons Judas and Mattathias, 
being perfidiouſly murdered by 
Ptolemy, Simon's ſon-in-law, whom 
he had made governor of the plains 
of Jericho, at an entertainment 
prepared for them in the caſtle of 
Jericho, with a deſign to uſurp the 
government of Judea to himſelf, 
fent a party to Gazara to ſeize 
John Hyrcanus alſo. But he was 
informed, and ſo prepared to re- 
ceive them, that he diſpatched the 
intended murderers, and haſtening 
to Jeruſalem ſecured both the city 
and the temple, where he was de- 
clared his father's ſucceſſor in the 
pontificate and principality of the 

ews. 

Autiochus thought to ſerve him- 
felf of theſe diſtractions; and ac- 
cordingly marched a large army 
into Judea; and, after he had 
driven {Hyrcanus into Jeruſalem, 
obliged him to accept of a peace 
upon the hard terms of delivering 


up their arms, diſmantling Feru-. 
ſalem, paying a tribute for Joppa, 


Sc. held by the Jews out of Ju- 
dea, and 500 talents to buy off the 
rebuilding of Acra. 

Hyrcauus accompanied Antiochus 
to the Parthian war, in which he 
ſignalized himſelf with great re- 
nown. He returned home at the 
end of the year. But Antiochus, 
who choſe to winter in the ea, 


was with his whole army deſtroyed 


in one night by the natives, who 
2 taking 
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taking the advantage of their ſepa- 
rate quarters all over the country, 
roſe on them, and cit their throats 
in cold blood: So that Antiochus 
himſelf was ſlain, and out of 
400,000 perſons, of which his ar- 
my conſiſted, ſcarce a man eſcaped 
to carry home the news of this 
maſſacre. 

Phraortgs, the king of Parthza, 
having ſuffered much by this inva- 
fion of Antiochus, endeavoured to 
get quit of him by ſending his pri- 
ſoner Demetrius Nicanor into Syria, 
to recover his own kingdom. 80 
that when the news came of Autio- 
chus's death, he was without more 
delay reinſtated on the throne. But 
his tyrannical proceedings preſent- 
ly raiſed him up a new pretender 
to the crown, one Alexander Za- 
bina, the pretended ſon of Alex- 
ander Balas, who, by the aſſiſtance 
of Ptolemy Phyſcon, king of Egypt, 
defeated him in the field, and tak- 
ing him priſoner in Tyre, put him 
to death. 

Zabina being raiſed to the throne 
of Syria by the king of Egypt; Pto- 
lemy expected that he ſhould hold 
it in homage from him ; and, up- 
on his refuſal, gave his daughter 


Tryphana to Antiochus Eryphus, 


the ſon of Nicanor, whom he made 
king of Syria, and purſued Zabi- 
na, till he got him into his hands, 
and put him to death. 

Hyrcanus, in the midſt of theſe 
revolutions, ſhook off the Syrian 
yoke. He built the famous tower 
of Baris upon a ſteep rock. He 
took ſeveral cities on the borders of 
Judea, amongſt which was She- 


chem, the chief ſeat of the Samari- 
tans, and deſtroyed the temple on 
mount Gerizzim, He extended 
his conqueſts over the Idumæans, 
who were prevailed on to embrace 
the Fewiſb religion; ſo that from this 
time they exchanged the name of 
Idumæans or Edomites ſor that of 
Jews. He renewed the alliance 
with the ſenate of Rome, and ob- 
tained greater privileges and ad- 
vantages than his nation ever had 
before. And concluded his mili- 
tary operations with the ſiege, and 
utter deſtruction of Samaria, under 


the conduct of his ſons Ariftobulus 


and Antigonus, | 

Aſter theſe great actions Hyr- 
canus enjoyed ſull quiet from all fo- 
reign wars; and had nothing to 
trouble him at home, but the falſe 
inſinuation of the phariſee Eleazar, 
who declared that his mother was 
a captive taken in the wars; and 
that, therefore, he was incapable 
of holding the High- prigſthood. Hyr- 
canus had been educated in this 
ſect; but one Jonathan, an inti- 
mate friend of his, and a Saddu- 
cee, took this opportunity to draw 
him over to his own ſect; which 
he effected fo ſincerely, that Hyr- 
canus renounced the phariſees for 
ever, abrogated their traditional 
conſtitutions, and made it penal for 
any one to obſerve them. Yet he 
was an excellent governor, and, 
dying in the thirtieth year of his 
adminiſtration, left ſive ſons 3 but 
the high-prieſthood and ſovereign - 
ty he left to Judas Ariſtobulus, his 
eldeſt fon, 
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AkIisrozulus aſſumes the Title of King of 


the Jews, His 


Character. ALEXANDER JAaNNZ&us's Reign, Cruelty, Wars, 
and Death, Civil Wars in Jupta about the Succeſſion. 
Pomyety the Roman General ſeizes on the Country and Go- 


Vernment. 


The SAanHEDRIM removed, and reſtored. AN- 


TIPATER, the Father of HERop the Great made Governour 


of JupkA. 
tended this Treaſon. 
and Promotion. 


ANTIPATER poiſoned, The Tumults that at- 
HERO D's Marriage with MARIAMNE, 
The PARTHIANS take JERUSALEM, and 


retaken ty HEROD. His Cruelty and Impiety. 


Riſtobulus was the firſt ſince 
the captivity, that put on the 
diadem, and aſſumed the title of 
king. But he was of that ſuſpi- 
cious and cruel diſpoſition, that 
he caſt his own mother into priſon, 
and ftarved her to death, impri- 
ſoned all his brethren except Anti- 
gonus, whom at laft he ordered to 
be murdered in 2 fit of jealouſy. 
Of which however he repented, 
and gave up the ghoſt in great an- 
xiety of mind, after a reign of no 
more than one year; tho” in that 
time Antigonus had reduced the J- 
turæans to his obedience, and 
forced them to conform to the re- 
ligion of the Jeu. 2 

Alexander Jaunæus, his third 
brother, was relcaſed from his con- 
finement by Salome, Ari/tebulus's 
widow. The like favour was alfo 
extended to his two other brothers, 
But as ſoon as Janneus was ſettled 
on the throne he put one of them 
to death, under a ſuſpicion of trea- 
ſon, and he took 4b/alom the young- 
er into his favour. 

This Hlerander attemptcd to ex- 
tend his dominions by new con- 
queſts. But in his attempts againſt 


Ptolemais and Ptolemy Lathyrus, 
who came to the aſſiſtance of Zoi- 
lus and the Gazæans, he loſt a fine 
army, and was reduced to ſue for 
protection from Cleopatra, who 
had ſeized upon Egypt, and obliged 
her ſon Lathyrus to be contented 
with the iſland of Crete. 
Cleopatra, at firſt, was inclined 
to take advantage of Alexander's 


misfortunes, and to ſeize upon him 


and his dominions ; but Ananias, 
one of her generals, by birth a 
Jew, and relation to Alexander, 
diffuaded her from ſo unjuſt a de- 
ſign, and obtained her protection 
of him. | 

Nevertheleſs Alexander's martial 
ſpirit ſought out new employ- 
ments. His country being clear 
of foreign forces, he attacks and 
takes Gadara and Amathus in Syria. 
But being followed by Theodorws, 
prince of Philadelphia, who had 
laid up his treaſure at Zmathus, he 
loft his plunder, ten thouſand men, 
and all his baggage. 

This did not deter him from at- 
tempting the reduction of Gaza; 
which however he was not able to 
take, had it not been treachercuſ- 


ly 
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ly ſurrendered to him by Lyſima- 
chus, the governor's brother. Here 
Alexander ordering his ſoldiers to 
kill, plunder, and deſtroy, was the 
author of a ſad ſcene of barbarity : 
and reduced that ancient and fa- 
mous city to ruin and deſolation. 

After his return from this car- 
nage, he was groſsly inſulted by a 
mob at home, while he was offer- 
ing the uſual ſacrifices on the east 
of tabernacles. But he made the 
people pay dear for it; for he fell 
upon them with his ſoldiers, and 
ſlew 6000. And from this time 
he took into his pay 6000 merce- 
naries from P:i/idia and Cilicia, 
who always attended his perſon, 
and kept off the people while he 
officiated. | 

All being again quieted at home, 
Alexander marches againſt the Mo- 
abites and Ammonites, and made 
tributaries. In his return he took 
poſſeſſion of Amathus, which Theo- 
dorus had evacuated; but he loſt moſt 
of his army, and had like to have 
Joſt his own life in an ambuſcade, 
which Thedus, an Arabian king, 
had laid for him near Gadara. This 
raiſed freſh diſcontents among his 
ſubjects, and new troubles at home; 
which was attended with the moſt 
unheard- of barbarities. They were 
not able to over- power him: but 
his wickedneſs had ſo provoked 
them, that nothing but his blood 
could ſatisfy them: and at length 
being aſſiſted by Demetrius Euche- 
rus, king of Damaſcus, they en- 
tirely routed him; ſo that he was 
forced to conſult his own ſafety by 
fleeing to the mountains, 

His misfortune was the cauſe of 
6000. of his rebel - ſubjects deſert- 


ing him. Which when Demetrius 


perceived, he withdrew, and left 
the revolters to fight their own 
battle. After this ſeparation Alex- 
ander gained ſeveral advantages, 
and at laſt having cut the major 
part off in a deciſive battle, he took 
800 of therebels in Bethome, whom 
he carried to Jeruſalem; and, hav- 
ing firſt killed their wives and chil- 
dren before their faces, he ordered 
them all to be cruciſied on one 
day, before him and his wives and 
concubines, whom he had invited 
to a feaſt at the place of execution. 
Then reſolving to revenge himſelf 
on the king of Damaſcus, he made 
war on him for three years ſucceſ- 
ſively, and took ſeveral places. 
When, returning home, he was 
received with great reſpect by his 
ſubjects. 

His next expedition was againſt 
the caſtle of Ragaba, in the coun- 
try of the Geraſens, where he was 
ſeized with a guartan ague, which 
proved his death. His queen Alex- 
andra, by his on advice concealed 
it, till the caſtle was taken; and 
then carrying him to Jeruſalem, ſhe 
gave his body to the leaders of the 
phariſees to be diſpoſed of, as they 
ſhould think proper; and told 
them, as her huſband had appoint- 
ed her regent during the minority 
of her children, ſhe would do no- 
thing in the adminiſtration, with- 
out their advice and help. | 

This addreſs: to the phariſees ſo 
much gained their eſteem, that they 
not only ſettled the queen dowager 
in the government; but were very 
laviſh in their encomiums on her de- 
ceaſed huſband, whom they ho- 
noured with more than ordinary 
pomp and ſolemnity at his funeral. 

The phariſees having now the 
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management of the queen regent, 
and of Hyrcanus and Ari/tobulns, 
her ſons by Alexander, had all the 
laws againſt phari/arſm repealed 
and aboliſhed ; recalled all the ex- 
Hes, and demanded juſtice againſt 
thoſe that had adviſed the cruci- 
fixion of the 8oo rebels. 


The queen made her eldeſt fon 


Hyrcanus high - prieſt. But Ariſ- 


tobulus was not contented to live a 
private life; and therefore as ſoon 
as his- mother ſeemed to decline, 
he meditated in what manner he 
Might uſurp the ſovereignty from 
his brother, at her deceaſe. And 
he had taken ſuch meaſures before- 
hand, that upon the death of his 
mother he found himſelf ſtrong 
enough to attempt the crown, tho” 
Alexandra had declared Hyrcams 
her ſucceſſor. The two armies 
met in the plains of Jericho, but 
Flyrcanus being deferted by moſt of 
his forces, was obliged to reſign 
his crown and pontificate to Ariflo- 
bulus, and promiſe to live peaceabhy 
upon his private fortune. 

This reſignation was a ſubject 
of great diſcontent to ſome of Hyr- 
cams's courtiers. Among whom 
was Antipater, father to Herod the 
Great: who perſuaded Hyrcanns 
to fly to Aretas king of Arabia; 
who, on certain conditions, ſup- 
ply'd him with 50,000 men, with 
which Hyrcanus entered Judta, 
and gained a compleat victory over 
Ariſtobulns. But while he beſieged 
him in the temple, Ariftobulus, 
with the promiſe of a large ſam of 
money, engaged Pompey, the ge- 
neral of the Roman army, then be- 
fore Damaſcus, to oblige Aretas to 
withdraw his forces; but Ari/to- 
bulus, tho* he was for the preſent 


delivered from his brother's rage, 
prevaricated fo with Pompey, that 
he at laſt chpped Ariſtobulus in 
chains; took Ferufalem (word in 
hand ; retrenched the dignity and 
power of the principality, deſtroy- 
ed the fortifications; ordered an 
annual tribute to be paid to the 
Romans, and reftored Hyrcanas to 
the pontrficate, and made him prince 
of the country, but would not per- 
mit him to wear the diadem. 

Pompey having thus ſettled the 
government of Judea, returned in 
his way to Rome with Ariflobulus, 
his ſons Alexander and Antigonus, 
and two of his daughters, to adorn 
his triumph. 

Alexander, by the way, found 
means to eſcape ; and in about 3 
years after arrived in Judea, and 
raiſed ſome difturbances; but he 
was defeated in all his attempts by 
Gabmius, the Roman governor in 
Syria - who, after this, coming to 
Ferafalem, confirmed Hyrcanus in 
the high-prieſthood, but removed 
the civil adminiſtration from the 
Sanhedrim into five courts of juſtice 
of his own erecting, according to 
the number of five provinces, into 
which he had divided the whole 
land. 

When Ariſtobulus had lain five 
years priſoner at Rome, he, with 
his fon, eſcaped into Judea, and 
endeavoured to raife freſh trouble; 
but Gabinius foon took them again, 
and being remanded to Rome, the 
father was kept cloſe confined ; but 
the children were releaſed. 

It was about this time that the 
civil war between Pompey and Cæ- 
ſar broke out. And when Ariſto- 
bulus was on the point of ſetting 
out, by Cæſar's intereſt, to take 
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the command of an army, in order 
to ſecure Judea from Pompey's at- 
tempts, he was poiſoned by ſome 
of Pompey's party. 

When Cæſar was returned from 
the Alexandrian war, he was much 
ſolicited to depoſe Hyrcanus, in fa- 


vour of Antigaus, the ſurviving ſon 


of Ariflobulus ; but Ceſar not only 
confirmed Hyrcanus in the high- 
prieſthood and principality of Fu- 
dea, and to his family in a perpe- 
tual ſucceſſion ; but he aboliſhed 
the form of government lately fet 
up by Cabinius, reſtored it to its an- 
cient form, and appointed Antipa- 
ter procurator of Judea under him. 

Antipater, who was a man of 
preat penetration, made his ſon 
Phaſael governor of the country a- 


bout Fernfalem ; and his fon He- 


rod, governor of Galilee. 

Soon after this appointment, He- 
rod, who was of a boiſterous tem- 
per, having ſeized upon one Heze- 
Kiah, a ring-leader of a gang of 
thieves, and ſome of his men that 
infeſted his territories, he put them 
to death. This was preſently look- 
ed upon as a breach of duty to the 


Sanbedrim, before whom he was 


ſummoned to appear. But left the 
ſentence of that court ſhould paſs 
upon him, he fled to Sextus Cæſar, 
the Roman prefect of Syria at Da- 
maſcus; and, having with a ſum of 
money obtained of him the govern- 
ment of Czlofyria ; where having 
raiſed an army; he marched into 
Judea, and would have revenged 
the indignity, which he ſaid the 
Sanhedrim and high- prieſt had caſt 
upon him, had not his father and 
brother prevailed with him to retire 
for the preſent, 

While Julius Cæſar lived, the 
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Jews enjoy'd great privileges; but 
his untimely death, by the villain- 
ous and ungrateful hands of Brutus, 
Caſſius, &c, in the ſenate- houſe, 
as he was preparing for an expedi- 
tion againſt the Parthians, to re- 
venge his country's wrong, delivered 
them up as a prey to every hungry 
general of Rome. Caſſius immedi- 
ately ſeized upon Syria, and exacted 
above 700 talents of filver from the 
Fetus. And the envy and villainy 
of Malicus, who was a natural Few, 
and the next in poſt under Antipater, 
an Idumean, rent the ſtate into horrid 
faction. Malicus bribed the high- 
prieſt's butler topoiſon his friend An- 
tipater, to make way for himſelf to 
be the next perſon to Hyrcanus. 
Herod, making ſure of Caſſius, by 
obtaining his leave and aſſiſtance to 


revenge his father's death, took the 


firſt opportunity to have him mur- 
dered by the Roman garriſon at 
Tyre. 

The friends of Malicus, having 
engaged the high-prieft and Felix 
the Roman general at Feraſelem on 
their fide, refolved to revenge his 
death on the ſons of Antipater. All 
Jeruſalem was in an uproar ; He- 
rod was ſick at Damaſcus : So that 
the whole power and fury of the 
aſſailants fell upon Phaſael, who 
defended himſelf very ftrenuouſly, 
and drove the tumultuous party out 
of the city. As ſoon as Herod was 
able, the twa brothers preſently 
quelled the faction, and had not 
Hyrcanus made his peace by giving 
Herod his grand-daughter Mari- 
amne in marriage, they certainly 
would have ſhewn their reſentment 
of the high-prieſt's behaviour with 
more ſeverity. | 

Again, this faction was not fo 
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totally extinguiſhed ; but that ſe- 
veral principal perſons of the Few 
nation, upon the defeat of Brutus 
and Caſſius, accuſed Płaſael and 
Herod to the conqueror, ark 
Antheny, of uſurping the govern- 
ment from Hfreanus. But the 
brothers had ſo — intereſt in the 
conqueror, that he rejected the 
complaints of the deputies, made 
them both Tetrarchs, and commit- 
ted all the affairs of Judea to their 
adminiſtration. And to oblige the 
Fews to obey his deciſion in this 
affair, he retained ſiſteen of the de- 
puties for hoſtages of the people's 
fidelity, and would have put them 
to death, had not Hered begged 
their lives. | 

The Jeus however, when An- 
thony arrived at Tyre, ſent 1000 de- 
puties with the like accuſations ; 
which he looking upon as a daring 
tumult, ordered his ſoldiers to fall 
upon them. So that ſome were 
killed, and many wounded, But 
upon e going to Feruſalem, 


the citizens revenged this affront in 


the ſame manner upon his retinue. 
The news whereof ſo enraged An- 
them, that he ordered the 15 hoſta- 
ges to be immediately put to death, 
and threatened . ſevere revenge a- 
gainſt the whole faction. But 
After that A. Anthony was re- 
turned to Rome, the Parthians, at 
the ſolicitation of Antigenus, the 
ſon of Ariſlabulus, who had pro- 
miſed them a reward of a thouſand 
talents, and eight hundred of the 
moſt beautiful women in the coun- 
try, to ſet bim on the throne of 
Judea, entered that country, and 
being joined by the factious and 
diſcontented Fews, took  Zeruſa- 
lem without teſiſtance, took Pha- 


* 


ſael and Hyrcanus, and put them 


in chains: but Hered eſcaped under 
the cover of the night, and having 
depoſited his mother, ſiſter, wife, 
and his wife's motber, wich ſeveral 
other relations and friends in the 
impregnable fortreſs Maſſada, near 
the lake Aſphaltites, under the care 
of his brother Joſeph, was obliged 
to go to Rome to ſeek protection 
and relief, | 

In the mean time Antigonus re- 
mained in poſſeſſion of all the coun- 
try, and was declared king of Ju- 


dea. The Parthians delivered Hyr- 


canus and Pbaſael to Antigonus. 
Upon which Phaſacl, being fo 
cloſely handcufted and ironed, that 
he foreſaw his ignominious death 
approaching, daſhed his own brains 
out againſt the wall of the priſon. 
Antigonus cut off the ears of Hyr- 
canus, to incapacitate him from the 
high-prieſthood, and returned him 
again to the Parthians, who left 
him at Seleucia in their return to 
the Eaſt. 

Hered on this occaſion 3 
himſelf ſo well on the friendſhip 
which had been between his father 
and himſelf with the Raman general, 
M. Anthony, and the promiſe of a 


round ſum of money, that he in 


ſeven days time obtained a ſenato- 
rial decree, conſtituting him king of 
Fudea, and declaring Antigonus an 
enemy to the Roman ſtate, He 
immediately left Rome, landed at 
Ptalamais, raiſed forces, and being 
aided with Roman auxiliaries, by 
order of the ſenate, he deduced beſt 
part of the country, took Joppa, 


relieved MHaſſada, ftormed the caſtle 
of Reſſa, and mult have taken Je- 


ruſalem alſo, had not the Roman 


commanders, that were directed to 
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aſſiſt him, been bribed by Antigonus, 
and treacherouſly obſtructed his ſuc- 
ceſs. But when Herod perceived 
their colluſion, he, for the preſent, 
ſatisfied himſelf with the reduction 
of Galilee ;, and hearing of Anthony's 
beſieging Samoſata, on the Eu- 
phrates, went in perſon to him to 
repreſent the ill-treatment he had 
met with from the generals Venti- 
dius and Silo, whom he had com- 
manded to ſerve him. 

Upon his departure, Herod left 


the command of his forces to his 


brother Zo/eph, with charge to re- 
main u pon the defenſive. But Jo- 
ſeph, contrary to orders, attempting 
to reduce Jericho, was lain, and 
moſt of his men were cut to pieces. 


And thus Herod again loſt Galilee, 


and Idumæa. 

MA. Anthony granted all he re- 
queſted ; and tho' at firſt the army, 
which Anthony had ſpared him, was 
roughly handled, and he himſelf 
wounded, as he approached Feru- 


alem to revenge his brother's death, 


he afterwards flew Pappus, Antigo- 
nus's general, and entirely defeated 
his army; and in the next cam- 
paign, after a fiege of | ſeveral 
months, Herod, aſſiſted by Socius, 
the Roman general, took it by 
ſtorm, The ſoldiers expecting the 
ſpoils of the city, as their due; and 
being exaſperated by the long reſiſ- 
tance of the citizens, ſpared neither 
men, women nor children, and 
would certainly have utterly de- 
ſtroyed every thing and perſon with 
rapine and devaſtation, death and 
laughter, had not Herod redeemed 
them with a large ſum of money. 
Antigonus ſurrendered himſelf to 
Socius, who carried him in chains 
to Anthony; and he, for a good ſum 


of money, was bribed to put him 
to death, that in him the A/monean 
family, which had laſted 129 years, 
might be extinct. 

By this event Herd found him- 
felf once more in full power, and 
at liberty to revenge himſelf upon 
his enemies. He began his reign 
with the execution of all the mem- 
bers of the great Sanhedrim, except 
Pollis and Sameas, who are alſo 
called Hillel and Sbammai. Then he 
raiſed one Ananel, born of the pon- 
tiffical family at Balylon, to the place 
of High- prieſt; but M. Anthony, at 
the interceſſion of Cleopatra, queen 
of Egypt, who was ſolicited thereto 


by Alexandra, Mariamne's mother, 


and the intreaties of his own be- 
loved Mariamne, in behalf of her 
young brother, prevailed with him 
to annul this nomination, and to 


prefer Ariſtobulus to the pont iſficate. 


But as Hyrcanus was yet alive, and 
the Jetos, in the place of his exile, 
paid him all the honours and reve- 
rence due to their king and high- 
prieſt; Herod, under a pretence of 
gratitude and friendſhip to that au- 
thor of all his fortunes,' prevailed 
with the old prince to deſire it, 
and with Phraortes, king of Par- 
thia, to permit his return to Feru- 
ſalem, with an intention to cut him 
off at a proper opportunity; which 
he ſoon after did on a pretence of 
his holding treaſonable correſpon- 
dence with Malchus king of Arabia. 
But | | 

In the mean time Alexandra, va- 
luing herſelf upon the intereſt ſhe 
had in Cleopatra, laid a ſcheme 
to obtain the regal dignity for her 
ſon Ariſtobulus, by the ſame means 
as ſhe had got him the pontiſficate. 
But this intrigue ended in the * 
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of Ariſtobulus, and her own cloſe 
confinement at ficſt, and afterwards 
in her own and her daughter Ma- 
riamne's death; tho' this tragic 
ſcene was at ſeveral times aRed 
under diſguiſe. Ariſtobulus was 
drowned at Jericho, as it were ac- 
cidentally; Mariamne was adjudged 
to die ina fit of jealouſy, and Alex- 
andra was ordered for execution, 
on a ſuppoſition that ſhe wiſhed his 
death ; which unjuſt ſentence pur- 
ſued his very innocent children, 
Alexander and Ariſtobulus, for ex- 
prefling their diſlike of their fa- 
ther's cruelty to their mother 7a- 
riamne. But 

It is very probable that he him- 
ſelf had fallen a ſacrifice to Oa- 
vius, after the battle, and the to- 
tal loſs of M. Anthony at Atm, 
Had he not haſtened to the con- 
queror at Rhodes, and in an artful 
ſpeech appeaſed him, and with a 
promiſe to ſupport his faction in 
thoſe parts, obtained from him a 
confirmation of his royal dignity. 
The cruelties however which he 
exerciſed to his own fleſh and 
blood, filled his mind with ago- 
nies of remorſe, which brought 
him into a langviſhing condition. 
And what helped to encreaſe his 
diſorder was the conſpiracy of An- 
tipater, his eldeſt ſon by Doris, 
born 'to him whilſt he was a pri- 
vate man. But Herod having diſ- 
covered the plot, accuſed him 
thereof before Quintillius Varus, 
the Reman governor of Syria, put 
him to death alſo; which occa- 
ſioned that remarkable exclama- 
tion of the emperor OFavianus, that 


Hi fon. | | 
The great pleaſure that Herod 
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we 1045 beter to be Herod's hog, than 


took in obliging his protector Oc- 
tavianus, and the dread he had of 
being dethroned for his cruelties, 
prompted him to compliment him 
with the names of two new cities ; 
the one he built on the ſpot, where 
Samaria ſtood before Hyrcanus de- 
ſtroy'd it, which he called Sabaſle, 
the Greek word for Augu/tus : the 
other was Cæſaria, once called the 
tower of Straton, on the ſea - coaſt 
of Phenicia, After this he built a 
theatre and amphitheatre in the very 
City of Feruſalem to celebrate games 
and exhibit ſhews in honour of Au- 
guſtus; ſet up an image of an eagle, 
the Roman enſign, over one of the 
gates of the temple; and at laſt 
carried his flattery. ſo far, as idola- 
trouſly to build a temple of white 
marble, in memory of the favours 
he had received from Octavianus 
Auguſtus. © 

TT heſe advances to idolatry were 
the foundation of a conſpiracy ot 
ten men, who bound themſelves 
with an oath to aſſaſſinate him in 
the very theatre. But being in- 


formed thereof in time, Herod 


ſeized the conſpirators, and put 
them to death with the moſt exqui- 
ſite torments; and to ingratiate 
bimſelf with the Jets, he formed a 
deſign to rebuild the temple ; which 
now, after it had ſtood 500 years, 
and ſuffered much from its ene- 
mies, was fallen much into decay. 
He was two years in providing ma- 


terials, and it was ſo far advanced 


that divine ſervice was performed 
in it nine years and a half more, 
tho' a great number of labourers 
and artificers were continued to fi- 
niſh the out- works till ſeveral years 
after our Saviour's aſcention : for 
when Geſſius Florus was appointed 

governor 
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governor of Judea, he diſcharged 


18000 workmen from the temple 
at one time, And here it ſhould 
be obſerved that theſe, for want of 
employment, began thoſe mutinies 
and ſeditions, which, at laſt, drew 
on the deſtruction both of the tem- 
ple and Feruſalem. R 
Thus I have finiſhed that brief 
connection, which you requeſted, 
and I promiſed to give you of the 
affairs of the Jews from the death 


of Nehemiah, or canon of the Ola 
Teſtament, to the coming of Chriſt, 
where the New Teſtament begins; 
which from the _creation of the 
world is, according to the exacteſt 
computation, the 4000th year. 
S. What was the general ſtate 
of the heathen world about this time? 
T. It was in profound peace un- 
der the Roman emperor z to whom. 
all the known parts of the earth 
ſubmitted, when Chriſt was born. 
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THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 
| Explained 1 


QUE STION and AN SWE R. 


c HATE... 
age, why the Old Law gave place io the New bende 


Of the Autbors and Books of the New Teſtament. 


JoHN the BapTI1ST. 


Sadducees and Publicans. 


Of Saint 


The Conception of the Virgin MAR. 
Of the Birth of JesUus CHRIST. 


cents, and Death of HERO D. 
The Preaching of JohN the BAPTIS T. 


The Murder of the Inno- 
The Education of Ixsus. 
Of the Phariſees, 


Jesus baptized of Jonx; taſted 


forty Days, and is tempted in the Wilderneſs. 


Scholar. 


| ID the ald lau give place 
to the new covenant © 
| Tutor. Yes, 


S. How could that be, when it 
is written that the old Jaw ſhould 
be an everlaſting covenant ?® How 
then can it be faid to give place to 
the goſpel or to the new covenant ? 
T. I will explain this matter 
briefly. You muſt remember that 
the Jetoiſb laws were moral, cere- 


monial and judicial, The moral, 


which contained their duty to God, 
to their neighbour, and to them- 
ſelves, is that law of the old cove- 
nant, which is everlaſting : and it is 
ſo far from being repealed, that it 
is enforced, and exalted -by the 
chriſtian rule of morality.—Butthe 
ceremonial law, which only regarded 
purifications, ſacrifices, and other 
religious rites, and which were ne- 
ver preſcribed as perpetual, or as 
matters of intrinſic goodneſs, but 
only as fares of things to come in 
God's 
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God's due time, is now worn a- 
way, and ſupplied by the inſtitu- 
tions of Feſus Chri/?: And as to 
the judicial law, by which the Few- 
5 commonwealth was governed, 
it was entirely aboliſhed at the diſ- 
ſolution of their ſtate and govern- 
ment; and was never promiſed to 
continue for ever. | 
Therefore when any ceremonial 
or judecia! laws are feid to be ap- 
pointed for ever; the phraſe for 
ever muſt imply, as it often does, 
no more than a periadical duration, 
limited according to the hature of 
the thing, and to determine at the 
will of che Jegiſlator. . 
S. What do you properly mean 
by the goſpel © 
T. It is the hiſtory of the con- 
ception, birth, life and doctrines of 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. To which 
we may add the acts and twritings 
of his holy aps/t/es. In which are 
contained the glad tidings of the 
kingdom of God, and of grace. 
In which truth, life and immorta- 
liry are brought to light: and in 
which is contained the virtue of 


** 
* 


God for the ſalvation of thoſe, that 


believe. 
S. How many parts or Bac does 
the New Teflament contain? 

T. Four goſpels; the acts of the 
apoſtles ; fourteen epiſties by St. 
Paul; one by St. James; two by 
St. Peter; three by St. Jahn, and 
one by St. Jude. Beſides the reve- 
lation of John the divine. 

S. Who were the geſpels written 
? 
TT By St. Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, who are called 
Evangel/ts. 
. Do all theſe Evangeliſts recite 
the lame things? 


T. No: Each of the Evangeliſts 
ſeem to have had his particular view. 
For St. Matthew deſcribes Jeſus 
Chrift as a man. St. Mark as a 
king. St. Luke as a prieſt; and St. 
Fehn as a God. And the great care 
each of theſe divine writers took to 
purſue their proper and chief deſign, 
is tae reaſon why they have not 
ſcrupulouſly obſerved the time, 
place, and other circumſtances of 
the actions and miracles of the ſon 
of God.— Therefore it ſhall be my 
principal care to illuſtrate the hiſ- 
tory of this part of ſcripture, by 
ranging them in their natural or- 


der. 


S. Where will you begin? 

T. With the birth of St. John 
the Baptiſt, the fre runner of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as had been foretold by the 
prophets, Ja. xl. 3. Malac. iii. I. 


to prepare his way before him, or 


to ſet all things in readineſs for his 
approach, by putting an end to the 
old, and making an entrance into 
the new diſpenſation of God's will 
to mankind. . 

S. Who was this John the Bap- 
tit? 

T. He was the ſon of Zacharias, 
an ordinary prieſt, of the family of 
Ab:ah, and fo the eighth in the 
courſe appointed by David for the 
ſervice of the temple. And ſome 
have thought that he was at laſt 
ſlain by the command of Hered the 
Great, privately murdered between 
the porch and the altar, or in an 
incloſure that ſurrounded the altar 
of the burnt-· offerings: and that he 
was the very Zachariah, the ſon of 
Barachiah, whoſe blood our Sa- 
viour mentions to have been ſhed 
between the temple and the altar. 
But | | 

However 
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However this may be, it is cer- 
tain that while this Zacharias was 
offering incenſe at the altar in the 
temple, in the weekly courſe of his 
office, the angel Gabriel appeared, 
and told him that his wife, who 
had been accounted barren, and 
now well ſtricken in years, ſhould 
conceive upon his return home, 
and bare him a ſon, to be named 
John; and that he would be an in- 
ſtrument of God to convert many 
of the Fews from the evil of their 
ways, and go before the Meſſiah in 
the ſpirit of the great reformer E las, 
to diſpoſe men to receive him, 

Zacharias not believing the meſ- 
ſage, and deſiring a convincing ſign 
from the angel, he was immediate- 
ly ſtruck dumb, and he continued 
ſo till the child was born, which 
happened according to the time 
from his return to Hebron, about 
24 miles S. of Jeruſalem; where he 
dwelt with his wife Elizabeth. And 
accordingly Jobn was born in the 
latter part of the reign of Herod the 
Great. 

S. How long was this before the 
birth of Chriſt? 

T. About 15 months: for, the 
ſame angel Gabriel, in {1x months 
after, appeared to Mary, a virgin 
of low condition, contracted to 
marry with Joſeph, a carpenter at 
Nazareth, a ſmall city, about 60 
miles N. of Feruſalem; and from 
God informed her that ſhe ſhould 
conceive of the Holy Ghaſt, and 
bear a ſon, whoſe name {hould be 
Jeſus or Saviour. 

S. How did Mary receive this 
ſurpriſing meſſage? 

T. She at firſt expoſtulated with 
the heavenly meſſenger concerning 


the poſſibility of the thing for her 
to concelve, that had never known 
man: but the angel ſoon convinced 
her that nothing was impoſſible 
with God, 

S. Did Mary make this known 
to Foſeph ? 

. No: But the virgin at the 
ſame time being informed by the 
angel, that -her couſin Elizabeth 
had conceived, no ſooner entered 
into her preſence, but the child 
leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth 
by divine inſpiration cried out to 
Mary, bleſſed art thou among women, 
and bleſſed is the fruit of thy womb, &c. 

S. How long did Mary ſtay with 
her couſin ? 

T. Three months. 

S. Did ſhe ſtill conceal her preg- 
nancy from Joſeph? 

T. Yes : But ſoon after her re- 
turn home to Nazareth, the ſymp- 
toms of her being with child ſoon 


_ diſcovered it. 


S. How did Fo/eph behave on 
hearing thereof? | 


T. He could not charge her with 
any lewd or immodeſt deportment. 


But yet, as it was apparent that 


ſne was with child, he determined 
in his own diſtracted breaſt to break 
off the contract with her privately. 
He might, according to the 
cuſtom of the Jes, have delivered 
her to exemplary puniſhment, 
which had made it death fora wo- 
man to have carnal knowledge of 
another man, betwixt the eſpouſals 
and the conſummating of the mar- 
riage: But, when he was upon the 
brink of executing his defign, an 
angel from heaven revealed to him 


the whole council of God. TFoſephr 


was fully ſatisfied ; and as a proof 
thereof 


ae ee 


thereof, he took her immediately to 
wife; tho' he had no carnal know- 
ledge of her till ſhe was delivered 
of her firſt- born fon Fejus Chr iſt. 

S. I have heard that Jeſus, or the 
Saviour of the world, was to be 
born of the houte and lineage of 
David? . 

T. So he was: for, do but exa- 
mine the genealogies of our Saviour's 
anceſtors, and you'll find that he 
was of the line of David, both by 
the pedigree of his reputed father 


Teſeph, according to St. Matthew, 
and of his mother Mary, according 


to St. Luke, Joſeph was deſcended 
from Davis by an elder branch, 
and Mary by a younger. 

S. When was Jeſus Chriſt born? 

T. In the 36th year of Herod the 
Great, and in the 44th year of the 
emperor Cams Fulius Ceſar Au- 
guſtus, who had been called Oa- 
vius or Oftavianus, before his defeat 
of M. Anthany.—Which title of 
Cæſar and Auguſtus were for many 
ages after aſſumed by the Roman 
emperors, 

S. Where was he born? 

T. At Bethlehem, which was the 
city, or place of David's nativity, 


and about five miles S. of Feruſa- 


3 
S. How did this happen, when 
you ſay that Mary lived ſixty miles 
N. from Feru/alem, at a place cal- 
led Nazareth ? 

T. God, whoſe prophet, Micah 
v. 2, had foretold this place of 
Chri/?'s birth, put it into the mind 
of the emperor Augn/ius, in the 
time of profound peace, which the 
whole Roman ſtate then enjoy'd, 


to enquire into the ſtrength and 


riches of all his dominions, by 
making an univerſal regiſter, and 


levying a poll-tax in proportion to 
the circumſtances of every ſubject. 
To this end he proclaimed, that 
all perſons within the Raman em- 
pire, to which Judta was then tri- 
butary, ſhould aſſemble in the ci- 
ties of their reſpective families, to 
regiſter their poſſeſſions and condi- 
tions,- among thoſe that were of 
the ſame family and houſe with 
them.—On this occaſion, there- 
fore, Joſeph and Mary, being of the 
houſe and lineage of David, were 
obliged to repair to Bethlehem : and 
ſhe was no ſoofer arrived, but ſhe 
was providentially delivered of the 
Maſſiah, which is Chriſt the Lord. 

S. Was this great birth made 
known ? 

T. Not to all the people. Fot 
the city at that time was ſo crowd- 
ed with ſtrangers, that the holy pair 
were content to lodge in a ftable, 
where ſhe was delivered of her Bur- 
then; and the immaculate ſon of 
God entered into the world, and 
laid in a manger, ſecreted as it 
were from the ſight of all men, ex- 
cept a few poor ſhepherds ; who, as 
they attended their flocks in the 
neighbouring plains, being certi- 
fied of this birth of Chriſt by a com- 
pany of the heavenly hoſt, repaired 
to the ſtable, and adored the new- 
born babe, | | 

S. Did his parents do for Feſus 
according to the lat? 

T. Yes: They had him circumciſed 
on the ezghthday: not that he ſtood 
in any need of circumciſion, conſi- 
dered as a remedy againſt original 
Sin; becauſe in his incarnation he 
bad contracted no pollution : But, as 
he was made of woman, made under 
the law, and come to fulfil all righ- 
teauſneſs, it became him to receive 

the 
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the character, which diſtinguiſhed 
the 7ews from all other nations. 
And. C | 

As ſoon as he was forty days old, 
his mother went up to the temple, 
to comply with the cuſtom of the 
law, to purify herſelf, and to pre- 
ſent her*firſt-born ſon. 3 

S. Did this child Jeſus ill te- 
main undiſeovere dd 

T. He was not as yet ſhewn to 
Ijrael : But God was pleaſed to diſ- 
cover him to an honeſt, plain, de- 
vout man called Simeon, and to 
Anna, an ancient widow of the 


tribe of Aſer, of exemplary piety 


and devotion : who, at the bring- 
ing of the child Jeſus into the tem- 


ple, acknowledged him to be the 


true Meſſiah. And not long after 
theſe legal performances, before Jo- 
ſeph and Mary with the child Jeſus 
had left Bethlehem, we may date 
the arrival of the three wife men 
from the Eaſt, who, being con- 


ducted by an uncommon ſtar, and 


informed by ſome good angel, that 
if they would follow it, they ſhould 
come to the ſight of the Meſſiab, or 
king of the Jews, proceeded to Je- 
ruſalem, gave Herod an account of 
their errand, and loſing the ſight of 


the ſtar for the preſent, enquired 


for the new-born king of the Fews, 


S. Did they find him out? 

T. Their enquiry. raiſed great 
uneaſineſs in Zrod's jealous heart; 
and filled all the city with ſurprize, 
Herod therefore aſſembled the whole 
body of the Sanhedrim; who, upon 
his demand thereof, told -him that 
the Meſſiah ſhould be born at Beth» 


lehem in Judah, © Then reſolving 


to cut him off, if poſſible, he afked 
the w1i/e men the exact me when 


they firſt had ſeen the ſtar, which 
had conducted them thither, and 
deſired they would go and ſearch 
diligently at Bethlehem for the young 
prince, and- bring him word to 
Jeruſalem, that he, in like man- 
ner might go and pay him his ho- 
mage. They departed with theſe 
inſtructions; and, in the way to 
Bethlehem, they were agreeably ſur- 
prized with a new ſight of the 
ſame miraculous ſtar, that had 
brought them from their own coun- 
try, which now guided them to the 
very houſe where Jeſus was. 

S. How did they behave to the 
child Feſus P 

T. They preſented him with 
gold, frankincenſe, and Myrrb: Hav- 
ing firſt adored him in the moſt 
humble manner. - By which they 


acknowledged him to be the ſon of 


God. | 
S. Did they obey Hered's di- 
rections? 
7. No: God knowing the wick- 
edneſs of Herad's intention to ſeize- 
on, and to murder the new-born 
king, could he by any means find 
him, ſent his angel in a night-vi- 
ſion to direct them by another way 
into their own country. And ſoon 
after Jeſeph received an expreſs - 
command, in the ſame manner, to 
retire with Mary and Jeſus into 
Egypt immediately, and to remain 
there till Ferod was dead. + 
S. What ſaid Hered, when he 
found the wiſe men had diſobeyed 
his inſtructions? N 
7. He was full of fury: and in 
a fit of rage commanded his ſoldiers 
to make a bloody maſſacre of all 
the children, that did notexceed two 
years old, in and about the city of 
Y Bethlehem 5 
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Beiblebhem; hoping thereby to in- 
clude and ſlay the young prince, 
whom he ſo much dreaded. 

S. Is not this the ſame Herod, 
that was ſo cruel to put his own 
wife and children, &c. to death. 

T. Yes: but he was ſoon after 
ſeverely puniſhed for the murder of 
theſe innocents. —He fell into a 
lingering and waſting fever, and 
grievous ulcers in his entrails and 
bowels; a violent cholick ; an infa- 
tiable appetite ; venemous ſwelling 
in his feet; convulſions in his 
nervesz a perpetual A/ihma, and 
Rinking breath; rottenneſs in his 
joints, and privy members, accom- 
panied with prodigious itchings, 
crawling worms and intolerable 
ſmells ; fo that he was a perfect 
hoſpital of incurable diſeaſes. — Vet 
tho* he could not be inſenſible that 
the hand of God purſued him in a 
fignal manner by ſo much horrid 
pain and torment, inſtead of pre- 
paring for death, and endeavouring 
a reconciliation wich the Almighty, 
his heart was ſo hardened, that to 
prevent the general joy, which he 
was conſcious would appear all over 
his dominions at his death, he 
framed the moſt horrid projet, that 
ever entered into the mind of man, 
For, as he thus lay ſick at Fericho, 
he ſummoned the whole body of 
his nobles to attend him there; 2 
when he had got them in his pow 
er, he commanded his ſoldiers to 
ſhut them up in the Hippodrom; 
and then calling his ſiſter Salome 
and her huſband Alexas, and ſome 
other of his peculiars, he command- 
ed them, that on the ſame hour, 
when he ſhould expire, the ſoldiers 
ſhould put all thoſe perſons confined 
uw the Hippodrome to the ſword ; 


and then, and not before, to pub- 
liſh his death. 
S. Was this command executed? 
T. No. For as ſoon as he was 
dead they opened the Hippodrome, 


and permitted all the eg to 


return home. 

S. Who ſucceeded him ? 

T. He left three ſons, Archelans, 
Philip and Herod Antipas, And 


by will he divided his dominions 


after this manner. To Archelaus 
he gave Fudea, [dumea and Sama- 
ria. Philip was - appointed to rule 
Auronitis, Trachontis, Panea and 
Batanea, Herod Antipas was con- 
fined to Galilee and Petrea. And 
to his ſiſter Salome he leit ſome par- 
ticular cities with a conliderable 
ſum of money. 

S. Did Foſeph return to Bethle- 
hem upon the death of Herod ? 

T. He was ordered in a viſion fo 
to do: but when he arrived in Ju- 
dæa, and heard that Archelavs, who 
inherited the cruel temper of his fa- 


ther, did ſucceed him in that part 


of his dominions, he was afraid to 
ſettle there, Wherefore he was 
countermanded, and by another vi- 
ſion directed to retire to Nazareth, 
where Herod Antipas governed. 

K. What did Joſeph there? 

T. He followed the bene af 2 
en. 

S. What account can you give 
me of Jeſus during his Ay at 
Nazareth ? 

T. He increaſed in n and 
ſtature, and in favour with God 
and man, as far as his human na- 
ture was capable of improvement. 

S. How did Archelaus rule? 

T. So badly, that bis ſubjects 
impeached him to the Roman em- 
peror, who after a full — 

o 
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of his guilt, deprived him of his go- 
vernment, confiſcated all his goods; 
baniſhed him to Vienna in Gaul, 
and reduced his dominions to the 
form of a Roman province under 
the management of a procurator, 
who in ſome caſes was ſubject to 
the preſident or governor of Syria. 

. $: Did not our Saviour give ſome 
extraordinary marks of his divine 


miſſion? 


7. His parents were aoouficenad 
to go up to Jeruſalem once a year 
to the Paſſover, And being now 
twelve years old, Jeſus went up 
with them: But, after. the whole 
ſeven days were ended, and his pa- 
rents were returning with a great 
company of neighbours and ac- 
quaintance, be remained behind. 
As it might be cuſtomary for the 
children to aſſociate with ſome of 
their acquaintance in the day- time, 
they ſuppoſed he was in the com- 
pany ; but when night, came on, 
and no child Jeſus was to be found, 


bis parents were ſore afraid, and 


returned in queſt of him to Feruſa- 
lem ; and after three days enquiry 
they found the holy child Jeſus 
ſeated among the members of the 
great Sanbedrim, propounding and 
anſwering ſuch queſtions, as raiſed 


the admiration: of all that heard 


him. —It is not to be conceived 


what joy it was to bis diſconſolate 


parents to find him; and they could 
not hide their little reſentment at 


His withdrawing himſelf without 


their knowledge: But he,. without 
any apology, anſwered their com- 

plaints, with a, Know you nat, that 
1 muſt be . in my a. s bus 


Hag. = 


T. Yes: he returned with them 
immediately to Nazareth.” 

S. Does it appear in what ſtate 
he was brought up ? 

In the trade of a ch 
till the 30th year of his age, when 
he manifeſted himſelf to /ſrael. 

S. Who reigned at Rome at this 
time? 

7. Auguſtus Ceſar v was yet alive: 
but he died about fix years after, in 
the 44th year of his proſperous 
reign ; and was ſucceeded by Tibe- 
rius Ceſar, the ſon of his wife Li- 
via by a former huſband ; Who was 
of a quite contrary diſpoſition to 
his predeceſſor ; and in the ſecond 
year. of his reign. recalled Rufus, 
and appointed Valerius Gratus, who 
after 11 years was ſucceeded by Pan- 
tius Pilate, a man, like his waſter, 
of a fierce, cruel, covetous and ir- 
recancileable ſpirit, i in the gayerny 
ment of Judæa. 

S. How did Jobn the Baprift 
prove himſelf to be the forerunner 
of Chriſt, our Saviour? 1 

T. In the 15th year of Tiberius, 
John preached repentance, and bap- 
tized thoſe that were penitent, in 
token of the remiſſion of their ſins, 
even as they, who came to him, 
received baptiſm, on their parts, in 
teſtimony of the hacerigy, of theit 
3 | 
1; Baptiſm was no new nor Arange 
thing among the Zews.,, It had al- 


ways been acknowledged, and prac- 


tiſed, as an emblem of purification 


from paſt guilt, and a rite of enter- 


ing ſolemnly into covenant with 
God. Alt paſſed upon all the con- 
gregation before the giving of the 
law on Sinai; and all Heathen pro- 


Did 792 return home wich ſelytes were obliged to receive the 


hi patents ? 


ſame, as an evidence of their re- 
LE 1 bentance 
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pentance for paft offences, and a Hebrew word, which ſignifies divi- 
profeſſion of their future obedience, /n or ſeparation ; for they affected 


But 

This baptiſm of John was not in 
ſubſtance the ſame with the CHriſ⸗ 
tian baptifm. For John neither did, 
nor could baptize his diſciples in 
the name of the Holy Ghy?, becauſe 
the Holy Ghoft was not yet given. 
Nor did be baptize them in the 
name Obrin; for then there had 
been no need of that queſtion, rohe- 
ther he himſelf were the Chriſi or 
not? But as faith is as neceſſary a 
qualification for baptiſm, as Repen- 
tance, John propounded our Lord for 
the object of faith to all, who were 
bidithe? by bim, faying, that they 
Should believe i in him, who ſhould come 
after him, i. e. on Chrift Jeſus, Acts 
' Nix, 4. 80 that the imperfection 
of John's baptiſm lay in this, that 
tho? It prepared men to be Chri Miau, 
yet it did not make them fo. 

S. "Where had Jobn paſſed his 
He hither to? 

T. He had led a retired and au- 

ſtere Vie ; and when he began to 
preach, be enſorced his doctrine of 
zepentance by the example of his 
own mortifications ; he eat only of 
what nature produced in defert pla- 
ces, and was clothed with the {rin 
of a wild beaſt. 
S. Did he gain any oroſelyees? 
F. All ranks and degrees of the 
people, and ſome of the Phariſees, 
Saductes and Publicany reſorted to 
bim, confeſſed, or ſhewed tokens 
of repentance of their ſins before 
God, and entered into his new in- 
Ritution b | 

a + Who We rhe Phariſees 7 

T. They were the moſt ancient 


and confiderable ſet among the 


Jeus; and take their name from a 


to diſtinguiſh themſelves from the 
other Hraelites by a more ſtrict 
manner of life. — They were very 
numerous; and their learning, ex- 
act obſervance of the ceremonial 
law, and their works of ſuperero- 
gation, gained them great eredit a- 
mong the people in our Saviout's 
days. They imputed much to the 
eternal decrees of God and to fata- 
lity ; but like the Stocks, left to 
men a liberty of doing good actions, 
or not. 

Their power and credit filled 
them with pride. And by, their 
own inventions or traditions they 
made the commandments of God of 


none effect. And therefore our 
Saviour, when he began his mini- 


try, upbraids them with oſtenta- 
tion, hypoeriſy, ſell- love, and cor- 
rupting or evading the 5 qe of 
God. But, 

As they believed the anwerdtny 
of the ſoul 5" admitted à kind of 
tranſmigfation of the ſouls of good 
men, ' which might paſs from one 
body to another, and acknowledged 
the exiſtence of angels and "ſpirits ; 
lo they believed the reſurrection of 
the dead, and all its conſequences. 

S. Who were the Sadduces? 

7. They deftended from one 8. 
4 who lived about 250 years be- 
fore Chris; and were very nume- 


rous and powerful from the days of 


the high prieſt, John Hyrtanus, 


who turned Sadducee, as J have re- 


marked before. In the days of A 


lerander Jannæus, the Saddurrey got 


poſſe ſſion of all the offices of the 
Sanhedrim. Caiaphas, who, as you 
will hear, condemned Chriſt to 


death, was a Sadducee, as was alſo 
Ananus 
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Lnanus the younger, who put to 
death James, the brother of our 
Lord. | 

'They maintained the mortality 
of the ſoul; denied a reſurrection of 
the ſame body, and the exiſtence of 
angels and; ſpirits. — They denied 
all fatality, and by removing God 
from knowing the evil, that is 
done in the world, and making 
man the abſolute maſter of all his 
own actions, they poſitively denied 
God's providence over his creatures. 

S. Who were the publicans ? 

T. They were men not much 
unlike an Engl exciſe- man, and 
tax - gatherers, deputies or collectors 
to the farmers of the public revenue 
under the Roman emperor ; and 
therefore moſt hateful to the peo- 
ple, who generally looked upon 
them as ſo many thieves, pick- 
pockets, and men of no conſcience. 
All nations diſdained their office. 
But the Jes carried their diſlike 
to thoſe of their own nation, who 
accepted of the employment, ſo far 


as to rank them with the heathen, 


and to exclude them from the tem- 
ple and the ſynagogue. 
S. Where did Jahn baptize thoſe 
that came to him ? of 0 | 
T. At Bathabara, i. e. the ford- 
ing place over Jordan, not far from 
Jericho; and, as ſome ſuppoſe, in 
the very place where the ark ſtood, 
while the J/raelites paſſed over. . . - 
S. What further regard did the 
Fews pay to hn: ? 
T. They began to look upon 
him as the promiſed, and the now 
S. What ſaid John to this ſup- 
poſition? Ei . 
7. He freely declared that he 


was not the Maſigb; but that he 


would come ſhortly, and baptize 
them with the Hzly Ghft, _ 
S. Did Jeſus go to Bethabara to 
be baptized of John? | 
T. Yes. When Jobn had pre- 
pared his way by preaching and 
baptizing for ſeveral months, Jeſus 
left his trade and retirement at Na - 


 Zareth, and came and was alſo bap- 


tized of John in Jordan, that he 
might perform all righteouſneſs, or 
whatever had a tendency to edify 
the people ; that he might by his 
publick approbation authorize the 
baptiſm of John; that by this rite 
he might be initiated to his pro- 
phetic office, be conſecrated to the 
ſervice of God, aboliſh the cere- 
mony of the 7ewyh baptiſm, and 
more effectually recommend that of 
his own inſtitution, to which this 
of the $apti/t was an introduction; 
and more eſpecially, that, in the 
preſence of the Baptiſt, and all the 
company reſorting to him, he might 
obtain the teſtimony of the Hay 
Ghoſt, and of his Heavenly Father, 
to confirm Jahn in the belief of his 
being the promiſed Meſſiah, and to 
induce the people, as ſoon as he be- 
gan his miniſtry, to follow and to 
attend to his doctrine... 
S. Did Fobn the Baptifi know 
Jeſus when he came? 
T. John, by a particular revela- 

tion, knew that the Meſſiah was 
born, and would ſhortly baprize all 
men with the Holy og But he 
did not know him per/onally ;. they 
having been bred up in different and 
diſtant countries. Vet when Feſus 
approached, John, by an immediate 
revelation, was aſſured that this 
ſame Jeſus was the great perſon, of 
whom the world was in ſuch great 
expectation, and he had been fore- 

7 told. 
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told. And therefore when Jeſus 
preſented himſelf to be baptized, 
Fein forbade bim, or humbly de- 
clined the office, till Jeſus con- 


vanes him of the eee there- h 


8 Did Fobr: baptize Rien? 
Les: And as foon as the ce- 


remony was performed, God de- 


clared his approbation thereof; and 
teſtified that Feſus was the true 
Meſſiah, by ſending his boly ſpirit, 
which reſembled a moſt bright 
cloud, and darting from Heaven 
kept hovering about his head, after 
the manner and motion of a dove, 
before it ſertles upon any thing; and 
with an audible voice declaring Je- 
ſus to be bis beloued fon. 

S. What became of Feſus en, 
this? 

N ' He Jeeediately withdre 


into the wilderneſs of Juden, by 


the impulſe of the Holy Spirit. 
Where, after he had imitated Mo- 
fes, by faſting forty days and forty 
nights, he was tempted by the devil 
in a bodily ſhape, to forſake God, 
and to worſhip Satan. 
S. How Gi en pt Je- 
2 
T. He, not knowing hit to be 
the fon of God incarnate, and tak- 
ing advantage of his long faſting 
and hunger, attacked him firſt 
with deſpair, and diſtruſt of God's 
care of him, And when Jeſus had 
rejected that blaſphemous inſinua- 
tion with declating his belief that 
God, when he pleaſed, could ſup- 
port and nouriſh men by extraor- 
dinary means, the evil tried how 
ſar he could enſnate him with pride 
and prefumption. He carried him 
through the air, and, ſetting him 


vpon the higheſt part of the temple, 
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adviſed him to caft himſelf down 
from that . ſteep place, and try if 
God would interpoſe and ſave him 
from deſtruction in the fall; for, 
ſays. he, there is a promiſe that the 
angels. ſhould bear him up, fo that 
he ſhould receive no hurt. But 
Jeſus reſiſted this temptation, by 
lbewing that man muſt not tempt: 
the providence of God any way, 
nor venture upon dangers without 
neceſſity. When Jeſut had foiled. 
bim in this ſecond attempt, the 
tempter at laſt had recourſe to the 
charms of ambition, a temptation 
he had practiſed with too much 
ſucceſs in the fall of our firſt pa- 
rents. Therefore Satan promiſed 
to give him all the kingdoms of the 
world, with all their pomp and 
ſplendor, if Jeſus would fall down 
and worſhip him, This blaſphe - 
mous boldneſs provoked the Lord 
to exert his divine power, and to- 
command him peremptorily to be 
gone with this memento, Thou ſhalt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and bm 
only ſhalt thou ſerve. | . 

S, Did the devil obey his com- 
mand ? 

T. He departed From him for 
this time; and Jeſus was ſtrength- 
encd in his human nature by hea- 
venly food, brought to him by the 
1 angela. 

Did the devil then wempt Je 
= after this time Þ + 

7. Never perſenally after this 
time: But he raiſed up the ſcribes 
and phariſees, the eJders and 
the people of the Feros, and the 
high-pricſt and the Reman gover- 
nor to perſecute him, and to put 
him to death; as you will hear 1 in 
the coutſeof this hiſtor. 

S. Who is the devil or Saten ? 

T. As 
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T. As to the meaning of the 
word, it fignifies a calumniator, 
falſe informer, or accuſer : and is 
uſed particularly to denote that evil 
one or chief of the rebel angels, who 
for their pride were caſt down from 
heaven, tempted our firſt parents, 


by which fin and death came into 


the world, and is at all times the 
avowed enemy of the ſervants of 


S. Where was the deſert in 
which Jeſus faſted ? 

T. It is ſuppoſed to be about ſix 
hours travel from Jeruſalem near 
the plains of Jericho, and is now 
commonly called the Quarantania. 


S. Did John the Bapti/t follow 


our Saviour? 


T. No. But while Feſus was 


in the wilderneſs preparing for his 


public miniſtry, John in his preach- 
ing to the multitude declared him 
to be the true and long expected 
Meſſiab. 
Did not this declaration diſ- 
turb the ſtate ? 
T. The Sanhedrim were no ſooner 
informed of the report that the Meſ- 


ſiah was come into the world, but 
they ſent a deputation of Phariſees, 


who, believed in the tranſmigration 
of ſouls, to enquire of Fohn who he 
war? To which John explicitly 
replied, I am not the Meſſiah, nor 
Elias, nor any of the old prophets 
riſen from the dead, as your tradi- 
tion vainly ſuppoſe: but I am that 
prophet, of whom Feremiah has 
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foretold ſhould be the voice of one 
crying in the wilderneſs ; make ſtrait 
the way of the Lord: and that his bap- 
tiſm was only of water, but the effi- 
cacy of it depended upon one among 
them, whom they knew not, and 
whole dignity was fo excellent, that 
he thought himſelf not worthy to be 
his ſervant, And the very next 
day after the Phariſees had received 
this anſwer, John ſeeing Jeſus com- 
ing again towards Bethabara point- 
ed him out to the multitude, as 
the true and immaculate Lamb of God 
which taketh away, or is to die for 
the fins of mankind : and then con- 
cluded his teſt imony with a ſree de- 
claration, that he knew him to be 
the Son of Gad. a 

S. Did the people believe this 
declaration of John? | 

T. It does not appear that they 
as yet gave any great attention to 
it. But two of John's diſciples, 
Andrew and John, left the baptiſt 
and followed Feſus: And Andrew 
engaged his brother Simon, after- 
wards called Peter, to become one 
of Chriff's diſciples. The next day 
Philip, (an inhabitant of Bethſaida, 
formerly a very ſmall village, but 
now a magnificent city, lately 
built by Philip the Tetrarch, by the 
name of Julias, in reſpect to Julia, 
the daughter of Auguſtus Cæſar) 
and Nathaniel or Bartholomew of 
Cana in Galilee, joined themſelves 
to his company. * 
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Irsus mani feſteth Himel f to the Jens 3 Clears the Temple of 
His Interview with NICODEMUS. 
St. Jod BayTisT*s Impriſon- 


Money-Changers, &c. 
Jzsvs inflitutes Baptiſm. 


ment. Jrsus's Diſcourſe with the Woman of Samaria, JEsus 
at Cana, Nazareth and Capernaum, His Cure of the No- 


bleman's Sen, Dimoniacks, 


4 leper and paralytic. The 


Phariſees ſeek eccgſion io accuſe bim. Goſpel facts proved 
from Jewiſn and Heathen Authors, 


S. OW did Fe/aus manifeſt 
H himſelf to — * I; 
T. Soon after he was joined by 
theſe five diſciples, he, and they, 
and his mother, being invited to a 
marriage feaſt in Cana, a ſmall 
place in Galilee, not far from Na- 


zareth, Jeſus turned 120 gallons | 


of water into neat good wine, to 
the great ſurprize of the whole 
company. This public miracle 
both manifeſted his own divinity, 
and confirmed his diſciples faith. 

S. Where did Fe/us commonly 
reſide after he came aut of the 
wilderneſs? _. 

7. At Cabernaum, a city built 
after the Babylaniſb captivity, on 
the ſea · coaſt of Galilee, in the bor- 
ders of Zebulon and Nephthalim. 
But tho” it was at that time the 
metropolis of all Galilee, it is now 
no more than a village of a ſew 
poor hihermen. _ 

S. Did Jeſus return from —. 
| bo Capernaum? 

T. Yes: but it being near the 
feaſt of the Paſſover, which began 
on the 14th of N, he haſted to 
Teruſalem, according to the cuſtom 


of * 500 
id he ſhew himſelf 80 
95 to Iſrael? 


T. His firſt action was to clear 
the temple of eee 
graziers and buckſters. 

S. How could theſe fort of _ 
ple come into the temple? _ 

T. You muſt remember that 
there were three courts belonging 


to the temple: v:z. the court of 


the prieſts, where the altar of in- 
cence ſtood : the court of the Iſrae- 
lites, where the clean Jews, and 
gentile proſelytes, that were circum- 
ciſed and embraced the whole law 
of Moſes, met at their devotions: 


and the court of the gentiles, where 


the unclean Few, and the gentile, 
who believed in God, but was not 
circumciſed, were permitted to 
enter and worſhip the true God. 
Now it was from this laſt men- 
tioned. court that Jeſus drove thoſe 


prophaners of the temple, wha, 


under a pretext of having the ſacri- 
fices at hand, were permitted by 
the prieſts, for their ſordid gain, 
to bring their beaſts and poultry, 


and to ſupply ſtrangers with mo- 


ney at an unreaſonable uſury. 


S. How did. Feſus drive them 
out? 


2. Witha ſcourge made of cords, 
S. How did the Jean reliſh this 


proceeding * 
7. They 


Ar 


1 
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7. They were very much en- 
raged, and though the conſciouſ- 
neſs of their own guilt made them 
pay a ready obedience and acqui- 
eſcence to the command of Jeſus, 


they could not forbear aſking him 


by what public authority he did 
thoſe things? And they demanded 
ſome extraordinary token of his 
having a commiſſion to caſt them 
out. 

S. Did Jeſus ſatisfy their de- 
mand ? 

T. At preſent he only foretold 
his own death by the Fews, and 


his reſurrection, by his own power: 


But before he left the city he gave 
ſuch convincing proofs of his di- 
vine miſſion by the many miracles 
that he wrought, that they con- 
vinced even Nicodemus, a conſide- 
rable Phariſee in the Sanbedrim, to 
acknowledge him to be come im- 
mediately from heaven. 

S. Did Nicodemus follow Feſus ? 

T. He only came to him pri- 
vately, and by night, for fear of 
the elders, who being already jea- 
lous of the growing power of Je- 
ſus, had determined to excommu- 
nicate any one that ſhould follow 
him. 

S. What paſſed at thoſe private 
interviews between Jaſus and Ni- 
codemus ? 

T7. Jeſus informs bim chat a mere 
belief of his divinity was not a ſuf- 
ficient qualification to make him 
his diſciple; but that except he 
was born again, or renewed in his 
mind, will and affections, by the 
operation of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
ſo become a new creature, he could 


not ſee the kingdom. of God, i. e. he 


could not be a true Chriſtian here, 


Nor a ſaint hereafter.— icodemus, 


tho” a chief maſter in 1ſrael, was 
at firſt much ſtartled at the aſſer- 


tion of the neceſſity for a man to be 


born again : but our Saviour pre- 
ſently removed all doubt, and ſo 
illuminated his underſtanding in 
the great myſteries of faith, that 
he became a good convert to the 
Goſp el of truth. 

8. Did Jeſus g gain no more diſ- 
= by theſe miracles at Teruſa- 
em 


T. Yes: many more were per- 
ſuaded of his Meſſiaſbip; and, as 


ſoon as the paſſover was ended, fol- - 


lowed him about the province of 
Fudea : in which tour he made 


many more converts, and cauſed - 


them to be baptized for the remiſ- 


fron of their fins. 


S. Did Teſus baptize any of 
them? 

T. No. He commiſſioned his 
diſciples to perform that office. 

S. At what place did Jeſus begin 
his baptiſm? | 


T. The Evangeliſt mentions no 


particular place: but it is reaſona- 
ble to ſuppoſe it was at Bathabara 
near Jericho, where the baptiſm of 
repentance for fins was firſt admi- 
niſtred by John the Baptiſt; as the 
learned Calmet judiciouſly obſerves. 

S. Was John the Baptiſt re- 
moved from Bethabara 2 © 

T. Yes: he was now at nom, 
a place remarkable for ſprings and 
waters. 

S. How did the followers of 
_ the Baptiſt reliſh the new 

aptiſm by the diſciples of Chriſt ? 

T. They complained of it to 
John as an uſurpation of his mi- 
niſtry: but he preſently ſilenced 
them with a plain declaration that 


Jeſus was che MAeſſiab, the Son of 


00s : 
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God, ſent from heaven; and that 
be himſelf was no more than his 
fore- runner and therefore cloſed 
up his commiſſion with theſe im- 
portant words, be that believes on 
the Son hath everlaſting I. fe; but 
be that believeth not on the Son ſhall 
not. ſee. life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him. 

S. What became of John the 
Baptiſt aſter he had cloſed his com- 
miſſion? 

T. He baptized no more; but 
he openly rebuked vice. And as 
Herod Antipas or Antipater, the 
Tetrarch of Galilee and Petræa, 
was a wicked, vicious and inceſ- 
tuous prince, he was bold enough 
to go to bis court, and to rebuke 
him ſor his many enormities; but 
more particularly for cohabiting 
with Herodias, his brother Philip's 
wife. 

S. How. did the court reliſh the 
N $ reproof ? 

T. Herodias was much enraged 
| againſt him; and tho' Herod. paid 
a feeming regard to his admoni- 
tions, he was preſently caſt into 
priſon, under a pretence of his be- 
ing a promoter of ſeditions and re- 
bellions, and a perſon dangerous 
to the government, by reaſon of 
the multitude of his followers. 

S. Was not Jeſus obnoxious to 
the ſame accuſation? 

T. Ves: and had ler retired 
with his diſciples from Judea into 
Galilee, the envious Fes had 
ſcized on him alſo. BR 
F. Where lay Galilee? | 
T. It; was a province of Paleſ- 
tine, extending itſelf cbiefly into 
the northern parts thereof. It is 
bounded: by Lebanon and Syria on 

the N. by Phenitia on the W. by 


— 


induſtrious. 


Samaria on the S. and by the river 
Jordan and ſea of Galilee on the E. 
It is generally divided into the low- 
er and upper Galilce : The upper is 
called Galilee of the gentiles, either 
becauſe its inhabitants were chiefly 
gentiles, or becauſe it bordered on 
the gentile nations of Phenicia, Sy- 
ria and Arabia. The whole coun- 
try was fruitful and well cultivated, 
and the people were laborious and 
It contained many 
towns and villages, and ſo well in- 
habited, that the leaſt of them did 
not contain leſs than 16, ooo ſouls - 
of a warlike genius; reſolute to 
defend their liberties from all in- 
vaſions ; but ſo ſeditious, that they 
often brought upon themſelves the 
Roman arms. 

S. Did Feſus do nothing remark: 
able in this journey ? 
F. Yes: When he was come 
to Jacob's well, near Sychar, in Sa- 
maria, and his diſciples were gone 
into the city to buy proviſions, be- 
ing very hot, Feſus aſked a woman 
that came to draw water at that 
famous well, to give him ſome to 
drink. The woman perceiving by 
his ſpeech and dreſs that he was a 
Jew, wondered that he ſhould-aſk 
ſuch a thingiof a Samaritan ; be- 
cauſe there were ſo great feuds, 
and ſo little dealings between them 
and the eus. But Jeſus, laying 
aſide all diſtinction, and knowing 
her to be a woman of looſe life 
and converſation, began under the 

metaphor of water to diſcourſe to 
her of ſpiritual bleſſings; and, to 
make her ſenſible of his omniſ- 
cience, he put her in mind that ſhe 
had been divorced five times for 
adulteries, and told: her that ſhe 
then lived in ſornication. Tbis 

convinced 
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Ixsus diſcourſeth with the Woman of SAMAR1A. 331 


convinced the woman of his pro- 
phetic ſpirit : and therefore ſhe de- 
fired his opinion in regard to the 
proper place of worſhip, whether 
it was on mount Gerixzim or at 
| Jeruſalem? To which Jeſus re- 

plied, with a preference to the 
form and place of worſhip by the 
Jews ; but at the ſame time ſaid, 
that the time was approaching 
when the ſacrifices and ceremonial 
rites ſhould ceaſe, and when God, 
who is a ſpirit, expected to be 
worſhipped in a more rational and 
ſpiritual manner, than had been 
practiſed either on mount Geriz- 
zim, or at Jeruſalem. 

S. What was the name of the. 
city where the diſciples were gone 
to buy proviſions ? | 

T. It was called Sychar, or Sy- 
chem, or Shechem, the capital of 
the country, which was once called 
Samaria. It is the ſame, which 
now bears the name of Naploſa, 
and ſtands in a narrow valley be- 
tween mount Gerizzim on the 8. 
at the foot of which it is ſituate, 
and mount Ebal on the N. and 
tho* it conſiſts only of two ſtreets, 
which lie parallel under mount 
Gerixzim, it is full of inhabitants, 
and the feat of a Baſſa. 

S. Did not you tell me that 


Hyrcanus deſtroyed the temple on 


mount Gerrzzim ? 

T. Yes. But the Samaritans ſtill 
retain a little place of worſhip on 
that mount, to which they repair 
at Certain ſeaſons, to perform the 
rites of their religion. | 

S. I thought that Samaria was 
a city, and not a province. 

7. There was formerly a city 
called Samar:a : but that city was 
deſtroyed 'many years before our 


Saviour's miniſtry, And the Sa- 
maria here mentioned was a pro- 


vince of Paleſtine, ſo called from 


the city Samaria, which once was 
the capital of the kingdom of Iſrael. 
This province lies exactly between 
Judea to the S. and Galilee to the 
N. and extends itſelf from the 
Mediterranean ſea weſtward to the 
river Jordan eaſtward, taking up 
the moſt conſiderable part of what 
formerly belonged to the tribe of 
Ephraim, and the half tribe of 
Manaſjeh on the W. fide of For- 
dan. 

S. What was the foundation of 
the hatred of the Jews againſt the 
Samaritans ? 

T. The reaſons commonly aſ- 
ſigned are that the Samaritans were 
moſt of them deſcended from the 
Cutheans, ſent to Samaria by Sal- 
manaſer, when he carried the ten 
tribes into captivity. That the 


Samaritans mixed paganwith Jero- 


1h rites in their worſhip : and that 
the Samaritans had conſecrated 
their temple on mount Gerizzim 
to Jupiter Olympus, to avoid the 
perſecution of Antiochus. 

S. Had the Fews no commerce 
with the Samaritans ? 

7. In ſome caſes they did buy 
and traffick with them: but the 
Phariſees pretended a tradition ſor- 
bidding a Jeu to borrow any thing 
of them, or to receive any kind- 
neſs from them, or to drink of their 
water, or to eat of their morſels. 
Which, like their other traditions, 
being not founded in the law of 
God, nor equity, our Saviour de- 
ſpiſed ; becauſe it ferved to impair 
the law of common friendſhip and 
humanity. For he not'only drank 
of the woman's water; but after- 


wards 


a» 
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wards went into the city, and eat 
with the Sechemites. 

S. Did the woman believe in 
what Jeſus told her: 

T. Yes: For Jeſus having ad- 
ded to what he had ſaid 3 that 
he himſelf was the AZ, the left 
her water- pots, ran into. the city, 
and profeſſed her belief that he was 
the great prophet expected to be 
int into the world. Upon which 
many of the inhabitants crowded to 
the well, and invited him and his 

diſciples, who were returned with 
pfroviſions, to come into their city: 
where he confirmed their belief 


with many divine ſermons, 

S, How long did Jeſus ſtay 
there? 

T. Only two days: when he 


proceeded to Cana in Galilee. 

S. What did Jeſus at Cana? 

T. He by only ſaying the word, 
cured the dy ing fon of a great offi 
cer at court, in his abſence, which 
mitacle convinced them of our Sa- 
viour's divinity, and converted 
them to the Chriſtian faith. _ 

And here we may properly date 
the beginning of our Saviour's 
preaching faith, hope and Repen- 
tance; the ſum and ſubſtance of the 
goſpel. 

8. Did he continue at Cana? 

T. No: he went about preach- 
ing and doing good in every village 
and place: and when he came to 
Nazareth, where the maſter of the 
ſynagogue preſented him with the 
book of the prophets, as the cuſtom 
then was to offer it to any ſtrange 
grave layman, that ſhould come 
in, he expounded the firſt verſe of 
the 61ſt chapter of Iſaiah fo grace- 
fully, applying it in general terms 
to 1 that the whole congre- 


s 
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gation were aſtoniſhed at his parts: 
but they at laſt, ſtumbling at the 
meanneſs of his parentage and edu- 


cation, and provoked by his up- | 
_ _— them with ingratitude and | 
inſenſibility, would have thrown | 
him down from the brow. of the | 
hill on which the city was built, to | 


kill him, had he not by a miracle 
wreſted himſelf out of their hands, 
and left their city. 

S. Where did Jeſus remove to, 
when he left Nazareth? 

T. To Capernaum, the metro- 
polis of Galilee, as I told you be- 
fore ; ſituated on a fine lake, which 
in the New Teſtament is called 
the ſea of Galilee, from the pro- 
vince of Galilee in general; the /ea 
of Tiberias, from a town of that 
name, ſituated on its weſtern ſhoar ; 
and the lake of Genneſareth, from 
that particular tract of Galilee, 
which bounded it a great way, on 
the weftern ſide. In the Old Teſ- 
tament it is called the ſea of Chin- 
nereth, Num. xxxiv. II. It is 40 
furlongs broad, and 100 in length; 
upon a gravel, which makes the 
water both of a good colour and 
taſte. This water is fofter than 
any fountain or river water, and fo 
cold, that the rays of the fun can- 
not make it warm, when it is ex- 
poſed ina veſſel, in the hotteſt ſea- 
ſon of the year. The river Jordan 
runs through the midſt of it, and 
ſtocks it with a great variety of 
fiſh, of a taſte and ſhape not to be 
equalled i in any other place. 

Here it was that our Saviour 
ſummoned again Peter, Andrew, 
James and John, to leave all, and 
to continue with him conſtantly 
for the future: and ſo exerted him- 
ſelf by preaching it in the chief ſyna- 
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Jesvs cures a Leper, &c. and forgives Sins. 333 


gogue, caſting out devils, and cur- 
ing diſeaſes, that he was obliged to 
leave the city next morning, to 
diſengage himſelf from the crowd 
that gathered about Peter's houſe, 
where he reſided, pO 

S. Where did Jeſus travel to 
after he left Capernaum ? 

T. He viſited the neighbouring 
cities in Galilee, where he mani- 
feſted his miſſion by preaching con- 
ſtantly in the ſynagogues; by curing 
all ſorts of diſeaſes, and by caſting 
out devils. In particular he proved 
his divinity by curing a leper with 
one touch only, tho' the leproſy 
was generally looked upon as a 
plague inflited by God, and ſo far 
above the power of art, that the 
very attempt to cure it by medicine 
was eſteemed an impious preſump- 
tion. This cure, reſerved to God 
alone, encreaſed our Saviour's repu- 
tation ſo much, that he was obliged, 
after three months preaching in 
Galilee, toretire for a while into a 
deſert place, leſt the multitude of 
his followers ſhould give ſome um- 


brage to the ſtate, 


S. How long did Feſus remain 
in his retirement ? 
7. He ſtay'd no longer than the 


crowds that followed him were diſ- 


perſed. When returning privately 
to Jeruſalem, he was ſoon found 
out; and the houſe where he abode 
was crowded, not only with the 
people, but with Phariſees and doc- 
tors of the law from Feruſalem, 
'Judea and Galilee, to hear his doc- 
trine, and to ſee his miracles in 
curing the diſeaſed. This thronged 
him ſo, that four men, which 
brought a paraiytic on his couch, 


all, through the roof of the room 
where Jeſus was fitting. 

S. How could they let him down 
through the top of the houfe? 


T. Their houfes were, as they 


are at this time, low built and flat 
roofed, and ſurrounded with a bat- 
tlement about a breaſt high; tothe 
top of which the Jetus could go up 
by a pair of ſtairs in the houſe, 
which led up to a trap door, that 
laid even with the roof: and by 
another pair of ftairs, on the out- 
ſide of the houſe. Now it was up 
theſe outſide ſtairs that the man ſick 
of the palſey was carried; and let 
down through the trap door, or 
the way of the roof, as the Jetus 
call it, fixed in the tiling. 

S. Did our Saviour cure the pa- 
ralytic? | 

T. Yes: hut in the firft place, 
he aſſerted his own divinity in the 
preſence of the ſcribes and phari- 
fees, by abſolving him of all his 
ſins, which is a power proper to 
God alone. Then, ſaid he, to the 
ſick man, riſe and wall; which he 
did immediately, to the great ſur- 
prize and conviction of thoſe that a 
little- before were ready to ftone 


him for aſſuming the power of far- 


giving fins. Every one was filled 


with a reverential fear, at the 
ſtrange and wonderful things they 


had ſeen: and when eas ſoon at- 
ter called Levi, the fon of {{pheus, 
a rich publican, he left his gainful 
employment, and obeyed his voice, 
and became his apoſtle by the name 
of Matthew. 


S. Did the phariſees continue 


quiet on this occaſion ? 


T. No: they only waited an op- 


were forced to uncover the houſe portunity, either to accuſe him of 


top, and to let him down, bed and 


ſedition, falſe docttine or immota- 
lity. 


334 
lity. And finding him, after the 
call of Matthew, to aſſociate with 
publicans and finners, they blame 
him for eating and drinking at 
Matthew's houſe with lewd and a- 
bandoned wretches ; and having 
perſuaded ſome of John's diſciples 
to accompany them, they demanded 
of Feſus himſelf, why it was his 
diſciples obſerved no faſts, when 
they, the phariſees, and John's diſ- 
ciples, were known to keep many? 
But Jeſus, who knew the ſecrets of 
their hearts, told them, that, in 
regard to his company, it is not the 
whole, but the fick that needs a plyſi- 
cian,—God will have mercy, or te- 
quires us to promote our neigh- 
bour's advantage, with all the kind 
offices we can, of which the care of 
the ſoul is greateſt, rather than ſa- 
crifice, or rites and ordinances of 
the ceremonial law.—And that he 
came not to call the righteous, but ſin- 
ners to repentance. 

And as to the faſting of his diſ- 
Ciples, he told them plainly that it 
was not a proper ſeaſon for them to 
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faſt and mortify themſelves, while 
he was with them: and that he 
thought it both imprudent and pre- 
poſterous to impoſe rigorous auſte- 
rities, and eſpecially acts of ſupe- 
rerogation, things which God has 
no where commanded, upon his 
diſciples. | 

S. Are there any evidences to be 
drawn from Jewiſh and heathen au- 
thors, in confirmation of the ſeveral 
goſpel facts you have mentioned? 

T. Yes. The Few: doctors 
expected the M:/tah ſhould be born 
of an immaculate virgin. Julian 
the apo/iate, Chalcidius and Pliny 
acknowledge the new ſtar, or body 
of light, which conducted the wiſe 
men from the ea/? to the new-born 
babe, 
phus witneſſeth that John the Bap- 
tit was the fore-runner of Chriſt : 
and Phlegon the heathen confeſſes 
that Jeſus was a great prophet : 
and both the Talmud, Celſus and 
Julian record many miracles which 
he wrought. 
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Jesvs goes up to JERUSALEM 10 Keep the Paſſover: The Feaſt of i 


the Paſſover explained. The Cure of the PaRaLiTic at the 
Pool f BeTHEsDAa. The withered Hand cured. The Calling 
of 1be Apoſtles and their Lives, viz. Of St. PETER, St. AN- 
DREW, JAMES, Joann, PHIL1P, BARTHOLOMEW, THOMAS, 


MATTHEW, Jaurs tbe Leſs, Si ox, Ju pr or Jupas, and 


_ Jupas IscARIOr. 


S. D I'D FJeſus remain at Caper- 

naum ? | . 

T. No: The near approach of the 
Paſſver called him to Fern/alem, 


to Feruſalzm at the Paſſover ? 
T. I have before (on page 85.) 


S. Why was he obliged to go up | 


given you an account of the /n/titu- ; 
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Why Jes us went up to the Paſſover. 


tion of the Paſſover: To which I 
ſhall now add, in anſwer to your 
queſtion, that this grand Feaſt of 
the Jews began yearly on the 14th 
of the month Abib, which was at- 
terwards called Nan (Nebemiah ii. 
1.) which anſwers to the 3oth day 
of March, The firſt ceremony to- 
wards the keeping this ſolemnity 
began on the 10th day of Abib, 
when every houſe or family took 
up the Lamb intended to be eaten 
on the feaſt day, and kept it till 
the Fourteenth, that they might not 
be impoſed upon in the market, by 
one that ſhould be blemi/hed. And 
this was the reaſon pretended by the 
Prieſts for ſelling ſuch lambs in the 
outer courts of the Temple, when Fe- 
ſus complained. that they had made 
the houſe of prayer, a den of thieves. 
For as it was impoſſible for the Fetus 
that.came from a far, to worſhip at 
Jeruſalem, to bring their Paſcal 
Lambs with them, the covetous 
prieſts made it their buſineſs to pick 
up a quantity of lambs before hand, 
and to warrant them to be without 
blemiſb, and oblige all travellers to 
take them at their own price in the 
temple, 

On the thirteenth, day as ſoon as 


Z the ſun was ſer, which began the 


fourteenth day; for the Jews always 
reckoning their days from ſun- ſet 
to ſun- ſet; they clean'd their houſes 
of all leavened bread, and that no 
ſuch thing might be hid within 
their walls by any accident what- 
ſoever, they ſearched every hole 
and corner with candles (Zepb. i. 
12.). Then on the fourteenth day, 
aſter they had done ſeeking, and 
caſting out the unleavened bread, 
and performed the daily evening ſa- 
criſice about 3 a clock in the after- 


335 
noon they began their Paſchal Sa- 
erifices, which at firſt were killed 
in the zabernacle ( Deut. xvi. 2.) 
but was afterwards fixed to the tem- 
ple at Feruſalem, where the Lord 
had choſen to place his name. Theſe 
ſacrifices continued till about half 
an hour after fix or the ſun ſetting 
of the 14th day, | 

Theſe lambs might be killed by 
any //raelite that was not unclean, 
in the courts of the temple, but not 
in any private family. Tho” none 
but the przz/# could ſprinkle or er 
the blood on the altar. 

. Theſe ceremonies being over, 
and the ſun of the fourteenth day 
ſet, the Jetos began the 15th day 
(Levit. xxiii. 6.) with eating the 
lamb in their own houſes, as foon 
as they could get it ſodden or boil. 
ed, and with eating anliauened bread, 
waich was to continue ſeven days 
from this ſun-ſet of the 14th day, 
which began the 15th day accord- 
ing to the Fews computation of 
days. 

This 15th day was called a Sab- 
bath (ver. 11.) though it fell upon 
any other than the ſeventh day of 
the week. Becauſe, it was ſancti- 


fied by God's appointment, and ex- 


cluded all ſervile work. This feaft 
alſo concluded with another ſalbath 
in memory of Gad's overthrow of 
Pharaoh and his hoſt in the red-ſea, 
on the /eventh day from the inſtitu- 
tion of the paſlover, 

On the ſecond day of the paſſover, 
or ſixteenth day of the month, they of- 
fered up the firſt ha of the fruits of 
the barley harveſt, The other five 


days were ſpent alſo as holy days in 
diſpatching the peace-offering and 
fin-offerings, which had been re- 
ſerved to that time, but not with 

the 
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the ſame ſtrictneſs as the two preceed- 
ing days. And as this feaſt was inſtitu- 
ted for rejoĩcing (Deut. xvi. 11, 14.) 
the Jetus in proceſs of time intro- 
duced cups of wine at the paſſover. 

This feaf? thus celebrated, was 
ſo ordained that all the males of 
Canaan, EXCEPL children, bondſmen, 
and „rangers uncircumciſed were ob- 
liged under the pain of excommu- 
nication to keep it at Feruſalem 
( Dent. xvi. 16. Numb. ix. 13.) ex- 
cept hindered by a journey, ſickneſs, 
or legal uncleanneſi. And even theſe 
were obliged to keep the paſſover 
on the 14th day of the ſecond month, 
(2 Chron, xxx. 2, 2, &c.) 

They that could bear the charge 
were wont to ſtay the whole even 
days; but this was a matter rather 
of choice, than obligation; for, it 
is certain, that every one was at li- 
berty to return home as ſoon as 
they had eaten the Paſchal Lamb in 
the place where God bad placed his 
ſanctuary. 

Therefore you may eaſily collect 
the reaſon why our bleſſed ſaviour 
was obliged to go up to Jeruſalem 
to keep the paſſover 

S. I perceive the reaſon why Je- 
ſus went up to keep the paſſover at 
Feruſalem, But I have heard it ob- 
jected, That as Canaan was a vaſt 
populous country, it is incredible 
that ail the males could be lodged in 
Feruſalem ; that ſuch an aſſembly 
at Jeruſalem, left the women and 
children, Cc. expoſed to the inva- 
fion and ravage of an enemy ; and 
particularly tha; it could not be 
poſſible for their numbers to be ac- 
commodated in the counts of the 
temple, where the Paſchal - Lambs 
were killed. 

T. As to the 2d obj<Qion, I ſay, 


If God be with us, who can hurt us ? 
The 7ews as their own writers teſ- 
tify, relied on this principle. God 
had commanded them ſo to do, 
They complied with it as their boun- 
den duty. Relied upon God's pro- 
tection of their families. And the 
Almighty reſtrained the fury of their 
enemies, ſo long as they continued 
in his ſervice. Now as to the fir/t 


and the third. All the Fewiſb wri- 


ters agree that they were always 
well accommodated, though upon 
a moderate computation eleven-hun- 
dred thouſand men that were come 
up to the paſſover, periſhed at the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem by Titus. 
Nor ought it to be thought a thing 
incredible that they could be all ac- 
commodated in the. courts of the 
temple : for as the area of the three 
courts of the temple, beſides the o- 
ther places where it was lawful for 
them to kill the lambs within the 
ſanctuary, contained above 435, bo 
ſquare cubits; theſe courts only 
might admit 500,000 men at a 
time: ſo that allowing a ſucceſſion 
of ſacrifices, one company might 
ſo give place to another, that every 
male might perform his duty with- 
in the time appointed. 

S. How nappened it that eleven - 
hundred-thouſand men, that were 
come up to the paſſover, were not 
protected from the ſword of Titus, 
as you ſay they had been defended 
from their enemies on the like oc- 
caſion hereto fore: 

7. Becauſe the Jews had cruci- 
fied the Lord's anointed; by whoſe 
death the paſſader was aboliſhed, and 

of whom the Paſchal Lamb had been 
only a type.— They were at that 
time, not ſerving the Lord; but 
fulfilling the meaſure of their own 
iniquity 


. 


* * 


8 
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iniquity by doing the command- 
ments of men. 

S. ] thank you for this inſtructi- 
on. But, pray, What did Jeſus at 
Zeruſalem,during this ſecond paſſover? 

He cured a poor Paraſytic, 
at the pool of Siloam, or Betheſda, 
by a word's ſpeaking, though he 
had been in that condition 38 years. 
By which he manifeſted his divinity. 

S. Where was the pool of Siloam ? 

T. Near to the houſe of mercy, or 
hoſpital of Betheſda, and not far 
from that patt of the mount, oh 
which the temple ſtood, called the 
king's garden, (Nehem. ui. 15.) 
commonly uſed for the waſhing of 
the ſacrifices, conſiſting of five por- 
ticos, and impregnated with ſuch a 
fanatrve virtue that it cured all man- 
ner of diſtempers under certain re- 


ſtrictions. 


S. What were the reſtrictions? 
T. It cured no body, till an an- 
gel ſent from heaven, deſcended, 
and put the pool into a fermentati- 
on; and it only cured the firſt per- 
ſon that could plunge into it, after 
the angelical commorion. 

S. Where did the diſtempered 
perſons wait for the opportunity? 

T. There was always a great 


number of lame, halt, blind, wither- 


ed, and diſeaſed, that lay in the por- 
ticos for that purpoſe. Amongſt 
whom was this poor Paralitic, who 
had in vain waited here to be cured; 
having no body to help him forward 
upon the firſt motion of the waters. 
S. How did Feſus heal him ? 
T. Jeſus knowing his pitious caſe, 
ſaid unto him, Mili thou be made 
whole ? But the man ſuppoſing him 
only to afk, if he deſired to be dip- 
ped in the water at the proper time, 
inodeſtly ſet forth his deſpondency 


ever to find an opportunity of ſtep” 
ping firſt into the pool, Therefore, 
Jeſus faith unto him, riſe ; and, 
though it was the Sabbath day, com- 
manded him to tate up his bed and 
walk. And the Paralytic aroſe, 
took up his bed and walked, being 
made perfectly whole. 

S, Was not the carrying of his 
bed a breach of theSabbath, on which 
day it was forbidden to carry a bur+ 
then ( Jer. xvii. 21, 22,) under the 
penalty of death or ſcourging ? 

T. The Jets that ſaw him ex- 
claimed againſt it, as ſuch : and 
when they heard that Jeſus had 
commanded him ſo to do, and back- 
ed his order with a miracle, they 


brought him before the Sanhedrim, 


in order to take away his life, for 
an open prophanation of the Sabbath 
day. And indeed the letter of the 
law was a ſufficient juſtification of 
their proceedings in this caſe z but 
the ſenſe and intention of the law 
wasentirely in favour of our Savi- 
our's command. Wherefore Je- 
ſus defended the action before that 
ſupreme court, by alledging that the 
law only prohibited civil labour, 
and only reſtrained men from car- 
rying burthens on that day, in the 
way of their buſineſs or occupati- 
ons; but that it neither did, no? 
could forbid any thing that might 
be a teſtimony of God's goodneſs, 
or mercy to mankind. Therefore, 
as the Sabbath was made for the 
honour of God; and this. action 


was a demonſtration of the com- 
pleteneſs of the man's cure, and 4 


public monument of God's mercy 
and power, the man properly ſpeak- 
ing did not break the Sabbath, nor 
did Feſus juſtly incur any cenſure 
from the Zews. | 

S. Could 


N 
| 
| 
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$. Could not Jeſus have cured 
the Peralytic, without obliging him 
to carry his bed or couch ? 

T. Yes certainly : But as after 
the multiplication of the [@ves and 
fiſhes, he ordered his diſcipies to take 
up as many fragments as filled 12 
baſkets; as he commanded the 20a- 
ter made. wine at Cana, to be car- 
ried to the ruler of the ſeaſt for to 
prove it: as he ſent the leer to pre- 
{ent his oblation to the prieſt in to- 
ken of his cure; fo to demonſtrate 
the truth and reality of this mira- 
cle alſo, he bids the Paralyt:c take 
up his bed and go home on the Sab- 
tat day, when he knew it would 
be moſt remagked by the people, 
who could not fail of being ſur- 
prized, and put upon the enquiry at 
ſo uncommon a ſight of a man car- 
rying his bed on the Seblath day, 


through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, the 


capital of their nation, and center 
of the 7ewiſh church. 

S. Were the rulers of the Sanhe- 
Crim appeated by his defence? 

T. No: They were. much more 
provoked againſt him; becauſe, he 
not only defended the legality of 
the Paralxtic's burthen; but in his 
diſcourſe before them, aſſumed to 


_ himſelf the title of the ſor of Cad, 


and claimed a coeguality with him. 
S. What was the reſult of our 
Saviour's diſcourſe before the San- 


" hedrim? 


T. They diſmiſſed him for the 
preſent ; and, though they could 


not withſtand the force of his mira- 


culous power and divine arguments; 
we find their phariſaical malice lay- 
ing wait for him the very next 
Sabbath. day, to impeach him of im- 
piety and prophanat ion of that day 
before the people. | 


S. But I have been told that there 


was no pool of this healing quality 
at Feruſalem : becauſe the eminent 
Fewtfh hiſtorian, Joſephus, has made 
no mention of it in his works. 

7. True: Tejephus is ſilent up- 
on this head. But is he not ſilent 
alſo on ſeveral other facts mention- 
ed by as eminent hiſtorians of thoſe 
times? He does not ſo much as 
mention the ſlaughter of the in- 
fants; no wonder then that he 25 
ſeth over the cure of this Parahtic 
by Jeſus at Silzam; eſpecially as 
we can aſſert upon the authority of 
Tertullian, that this pool ceaſed to 
be beneficial to the Jews upon their 
final perfeverance in blaſphemy and 
infidelity againft Chriſt, which was 
ſome time before Jaſephus began his 
book of 7ewyh antiquities, 

S. What cauſe did Zeſus give the 
Jeꝛbs, as you intimated, to impeach 
him of impiety, and a breach ob the 
law, on the next Sabbath day ? 

T. It was not Jeſus, but his dif- 
ciples that firſt gave the offence; 
and then he himſelf by excuſing 
them for pulling ſome ears of corn, 
and rubbing and eating them to ſatis- 
fy their hunger on the Sabbath. day. 
The Fews complained of this to Je- 
ſus, as a prophanation of the Sabbath, 
Jeſus vindicated the action by pro- | 


ducing ſeveralexamples to ſhew that | 


the ritual command has, and ſhould Þ 
always give place to works of nece/- | 
fity ; and that it could be no fin to 
break the Sabbath in order to pre- 
ferve life; eſpecially as he himſelf | 
being, as he had told them before, 
the Son of God ; and conſequently 
the Lord of the Sabbath, had power 
to diſpenſe with the ceremonzal laws 
concerning it. 3338 | 

S. How did the Phariſees receive | 
this declaration againſt their favou- 
rits ritual: | 


T. We 
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7. We may reaſonably ſuppoſe 
that they were filled with deep re- 
ſolutions of tevenge. But 77s, 
who knew the hearts of men with- 
drew with his diſciples into Galilte. 
W here, though he fruſtrated their 
evil intentions at Barr porn he 
found himſelf purſued, and narrow- 


ly watched by the Scribes and Pha- 


viſees. | 
S. Did Jeſus conceal himfelf from 
his perfecutors ? | 
No: For he continued to 
preach in the ſynagogues in Galilee; 
and cuted a man, on the Sabbath 
day, whoſe band was ſhrunk and 
withered, in the ſight of all the con- 
gregation, in defiance of them: 
urging, that it was mote laudable 
to do gord, than not to do it on the 
Sabbath. day. | | 
S. What faid the Scribes and 
Phariſees to this? 

T. They could not gainſay the 
veracity of his miracles, and they 
could anſwer never a word to his 
arguments, But blinded with ma- 
lice, they confult with the Herod: - 
ans, of the officers of Galilee, then 
under Herod's juriſdiction, how they 
might take away his life, and de- 


Atey bim. Upon which Jef with- 


drew with his diſciples into another 
government by the /ea-/d?, putting 
that rul in practice which he had 
given his diſciples : hen, ſays he, 
they perſecttte you in this city, flee to 
another. Thus I would deſire you to 
obſerve, that when Jeſus by his doc- 
trine and miracles could do no good 
upon men by reaſon of the hardneſs 
of thetr hearts, he uſually departed, 
and retired, that he might give place 
to their wrath, and ſecure himſelf 
from their malice, By which we 
are inſtructed, that if we wait for 


troubles; which we can prudenti- 
ally avoid, we cannot expect that 
Ged will deliver us : for God hath 
no where promiſed to work mira- 
cles for our deliverance, nor ehgaged 
to ſave thoſe, who are not careful 
to ſave themſelves. —He hath com- 
wanded us to fake up our croſs, when 
he lays it in our way ; but he hath 
not commanded that we ſhould go 
out and ſeek it; nay, or that we 
ſhould meet it, when we can paſs 
by another way, and honeſtly, and 
with a good conſcience, eſcape it. 
S. Has not God promiſed to ſue- 
cour thoſe that are fempted, or ate 
in danger ? | 
T. Yes: But they are only ſuch 
as are purely paſſrue in the thing, 
God will certainly protect thoſe, 
that obey his commands; andin fuch 
caſes as are the effects of a vigorous 
faith, and well grounded truſt ; but 
he never regards a blind zeal, and 
hot headed preſumption. They that 
are their own tempters, muſt not ex- 
pect God's deliverance or aſſiſtance. 
S. What did Jeſus at the ſea fide ? 
T. His fame being ſpread abroad, 
it was impoſſible for him to be con- 
cealed; therefore, multitudes brought 
their /c and poſſeſſed friends from 
all parts of the Jewiſßh dominions, 
even as far as from the coaſts of Tyre 
and Sidon, and he cured them all, 
Nay, the very devils, which poſſeſ- 
ſed ſome of the people, publickly 
confeſſed him to be the /or of God. 
This incumbered him ſo much, that 
he was forced to have recourſe to 
another contrivance, He therefore 
ordered his diſciples to provide him 
a veſſel or large boat to be always 
attending to carry him off, when the 
preſſure of the multitude became too 


great, 
2 2 S. How 
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S. How long did Jeſus continue 
in this ſtation ? 

T. He was ſoon obliged to retire 
to a ſolitary mountain, where have- 
ing continued all night in prayer, 
he ſelected twelve peculiars out of 
the number of thoſe, that conſtant- 
ly attended on him and believed in 
his name. Theſe were to anſwer 
the number of the patriarchs in the 
ancient church, and were by him 
called his Apoſtles. | 

S. What were their names? 

T. Peter, Andrew, James, Jobn, 
Philip, Barthalomew, Matthew, Tho- 
mas, James the Leſs, Simon the Ca- 
naanite, Jude or Judas, the brother 
of James, and Judas Iſcariot, who 
was the perſon that betrayed him 
afterwards to the Fews. 

S. What account have we of Pe- 
ter? 0 

T. Peter was born at Bethſaida, 
the ſon of one John, Jona, or Jo- 
anna, and brother of Andrew, His 
name originally was Simon or Sime- 
en; but when called to the apoſtle- 
hip, our Saviour gave him the name 
ot Cephas, a Syriac word, which, be- 
irg interpreted, ſignifies a ſtone or 
a rock; in Latin, Petra, from 
whence is formed the preſent name 
of Peter. | 

He was a married man and hved 
with his wifeand mother-in-law at 
Capernaum. Andrew his brother, 
brought him firſt to Jeſus. This, as 
I have noted above, was no more 
than an interview with our Lord. 
For, they being fiſhermen, the two 
brothers returned to their occupati- 
on; till about the end of the ſame 
year Jeſus paſſing on the ſhore of 
the lake Genneſareth, ſaid unto them, 
felt me. And they being convinc- 
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ed of his divinity by a miraculous 
draught of fiſhes, taken by his com- 
mand, quitted their gets and boats, 
and followed our Saviour, 

The next time we hear of Peter 
was with Jeſus, when our Saviour 
cured his mother-in-law of a fever 
at Capernaum ; and then we read no 
more of him till this calling of the 
apoſtles : from which time Peter 
continued with Fe/us in all his mi- 
niftry, and though upon ſeveral oc- 
caſions he ſhewed abundance of re- 
ſolution and forwardneſs, he often 
betrayed a great deal of weakneſs 
and inconftancy in the cauſe of his 
ſuffering maſter. Thus we hear 
7775 rebuking him for want of faith 
(Matt. xiv. 31.) At another time 
our Lord ſaid unto him, Thou art an 
offence unto me. Get behind me Satan, 
(Matt. xvi. 23.) And laſt of all, 
this is the very man, that, notwithe 
ſtanding he had courage enough to 
follow Jeſus into the high-prieſt's 
houſe, did there, to his ſhame, 
curſe and ſware, that he did not ſo 
much as know the man.— Vet this 
is the very perſon that confeſſed that 
Jeſus had the words of eternal life, 
and was the Chriſti, the fon of the 
living God ; that was dignified with 
the firſt place in the nomination of 
the apoſtles ; and with James and 

ohn was permitted to behold our 

rd's transfiguration; and that 

bitterly bewailed and repented of 
his denial of Chriſt. 

Peter and John were the firſt of 
the apoſtles that haſted to the ſe- 
pulchre after the woman's report of 
Chriſt's reſurrection. Peter ſtepped 
into the grave; believed that Feſus 
was riſen from the dead; and was 


that very afternoon comforted by 
Chr 
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1 The Life of St. PETER, the Apoſtle. 341 
A Christ himſelf, who appeared to him 


and aſſured him that his repentance 


was accepted. 

From the reſurrection to the aſ- 
cention, Peter was frequently diſ- 
tinguiſhed by Jeſus from the reſt of 
his apoſtles, And in particular he 
commanded him to feed his lambs 
and ſheep, and informed him of the 
death he ſhould die. : 

After Jeſus was aſcended, Peter 
propoſed the election of an apoſtle 
to ſupply the place of Judas the tray- 
tor. And when they were all in- 
ſpired with the gift of tongues, and 


other ſupernatural gifts; he ſtood up 


and defended the reſt of the apoſ- 
tles from the calumny of the Fews, 
who would inſinuate that the o- 
peration of the holy ſpirit was on- 
ly the effect of drunkenneſs. Up- 
on which occaſion he ſpake with 
ſo much power, that three thouſand 
perſons immediately embraced the 
Chriſtian faith. A few days after, 
he, in the name of Jeſus cured one 
that had been a cripple from his 
birth, at the very gates of the tem- 
ple. But this miracle, and his diſ- 
courſe on that occaſion to the peo- 
ple, that ſaw it wrought, which em- 
peached the whole nation of the 


= 7:ws of the murder of their Meſſi- 


ab, ſo enraged the Prieſts and Sad- 
ducees, that they convened him and 
his companion John before the ſe- 
nate and chief magiſtrates. But 
Peter was ſo far from being intimi- 
dated by that court, that he boldly 
aſſerted the reſurrection of Jeſus. 
This intrepidity ; the eſteem which 
they had obtained among the peo- 
ple, by the late miracle; and the 
converſion of five-thouſand more at 
the fecond ſermon of Peter, the day 
before this ſummons, overawed the 


magiſtrates, who let Peter and John 
depart, with only an injunction to 
ſpeak or teach no more in the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt; againſt which, Pe- 
ter and John proteſted abſolutely, as 
contrary to the commandment of 
on. 

The next time we hear of Peter, 
is in the caſe of Ananias and Sa 
phira, who were ſtruck dead for en- 
deavouring to deceive this apoſtle, 
(Acts v. 1, 2, 3.) whoſe fame ſpread 
ſo much abroad, that the people 
brought out their ſick into the ſtreets, 
and laid them were Peter was to 
paſs, that at leaſt his ſhadow might 


by covering them, cure their diſ- 


tempers, 

This could no longer be ſuffer- 
ed to paſs unpuniſned. The High- 
Prieſt and his aſſociates, the Phari- 


ſees, cauſed Peter, &c. to be appre- 
hended and committed to priſon, 


But their power could not reſiſt the 
angel of God, who by night open- 
ed the priſon doors and ſet them free 
with a freſh command to go into 
the temple, and there to preach the 


doctrine of ſalvation. This was no 


ſooner repreſented to the Princes 
and Prieſts, but they once more or- 
dered them to be brought before 
them; and though Gamaliel pre- 


vailed with his aſſeſſors, not to put 


the apoſtles to death, he could not 
prevent their being whipped, Af- 
ter which, they were again diſmiſ- 
ſed with the ſame injunction as they 
had received before. 

We read no more of Peter, till 
we find him at Samara, after the 
martyrdom of Stephen. Here he 
rejected the money which Simon the 
magician offered for the apoſtolie 

wer of working miracles, and of 
conferring the Holy Ghoſt on their 

2. 3 bap- 


— —— „ — * 
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baptized converts. From hence he 
returned to Jeruſalem; and from 
this city he viſited every place, 
where the diſciples were ſettled, till 
he arrived at Lydda. This is the 
city where Peter cured the paraly- 
tic /Fncas ; and converted all that 
ſaw this miracle; which was fol- 
lowed with one much more ſurpri- 
Zing, the raiſing Tabitha from the 
dead at Joppa. 

Theſe miracles ſpreading the a- 
poſtle's fame; while Peter continu- 
ed at 7cppa, he was ſent for, and 
deſired by Cornelius, a heathen Cen- 
turion at Cæſarea Philippi, to go 
down to that city and baptize him 
and his family. Which ambaliage 
from 2 heathen, being fo e 
tory to the Fewiſh principles in 
which Peter had been educated, 
the Almighty, while the meſſengers 
were in the way, ſignified his plea⸗ 
ſure in this caſe, and reſolved all 
ſcruples that might attend a compli- 
ance with ſuch a requeſt, by a viſi- 
on of clean and unclean creatures, 
of which he commanded him to eat, 
as being al! puriſied by the com- 
mand of God. When he was come 
to Cæſarea, and preached Jeſus 
Cbriſt to Cornelius, &c. the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcended upon all that * 
bim; and having baptized them in 
the name of our Lord Jeſus Chr. 1/t, 
he returned to Jer uſalem. 

Now began the contention with 
the circumciſed converts ; they, 


thraugh a ſtrong prejudice of educa- 


tion, were for excluding the Gen- 
$1725 from the benents of a Saviour: 

and therefore upbraided Peter for 
what he had done at Ce/areg, Eut 
he preſently convinced them that 
Bod is no reſpecter of perſons; 


id chat what he had doug was ig 
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conformity to a heavenly viſion. 
From Feruſalem, Peter went to 
Aiticch, and took upon him the care 
of the church in that city, and its 
diſtricts, as his peculiar province, 
in the diviſion of the nations among 
the Apoſtles, to preach and eflabliſh 
the goſpel, according to the laſt 
command of Chriſ. Go teach all 
nations.” Matt. xxviii. And from 
hence he at ſeveral times made the 
tour of Afia-mmor, Bithynia, Cap- 
pagecta and Pontus, as his e piſtles 
teſtify. And at laſt, as it is con- 
jectured, he travelled as far as Reme; 
not, as the papiſis pretend, to take 
upon him the ꝝniverſal biſhoprick 
of the whole earth, and to uſurp a 
primacy and ſupremacy among, and 
over the other apoſtles and apoſtolic 
churches; but to oppoſe and con- 
found the Samaritan magician, Si- 
mon, who being fruſtrated of his 
expectations of buying the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, had given him- 
ſelf up to the devil, and was doing 
much miſchief by his diabolical arts, 
among the citizens of Rome. Peter 
preſently expoſed the impoſtor, and 
diminiſhed his reputation very much, 
by real miracles, though he could 
not ſtay to defeat him entirely at 
this time, his preſence being neceſ- 
ſary in his own province, 
Upon Peter's return to Antioch, 
he was convened to Jeruſalem, to 
conſult with James, and the reſt of 
the apoſtles, for the well ordering 
of the churches, which had been e- 
very where eſtabliſhed. This was 
during the Paſſover, in the 44th 
year of Chry?. This progreis of the 
Goſpel gave ſuch umbrage to the un- 
believers, that Herod Arippa was 
prevailed. upon to perſecuts all pole 
that 
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that called on the name of Chriſt 
under his dominion. He firſt ſiezed 
upon and killed James (called the 
Greater) the brother of Fohn, who 
is the third mentioned in the liſt of 
the apoſtles. Then he ſeized upon 
Peter to put him to death alſo. 
But, though he was cloſe confined 
and laden with heavy irons, God 
ſent his angel and delivered him 
out of priſon, and from the hand 
of power of Herod, in the very 
night before he was to have been 
brought out to execution. 

Peter aſtoniſhed at bis own deli- 
verance, walked with ſafety to the 
houſe where the Chriſtians were aſ- 
ſembled, praying to God for him; 
and having taken leave of them all, 
he departed before day to a place of 
ſafety from the fury of Herd. | 

We hear no more of our apoſtle, 


till the year 51, except we ſhould 


give ear to the conjectures of thoſe, 
that find him during this interval 
in Arabia; a ſecond time at Rome; 
and ſome ſay, as far as this ifland of 
Britain. However that be, we are 
ſure that Peter was at the council 
of the apoſtles ( Anno 51) in which 
he appeared in behalf of the chriſ- 
tians at Antioch : and it was decreed 
that the Gentile converts ſhould not 
be obliged to ſubmit to the legal 
obſervances ; but only abſtain from 
fornication, from the uſe of blood, 
and from meats offered to idols, 
This decree gave great content 
to the Gentiles, But Peter, though 
he had ſpoken for, and figned this 
decree, ſoon gave a freſh proof of 
his inconſtancy and weakneſs, For 
certain Jewiſb converts from Feru- 
ſalem, coming to Antioch, he ſepara- 
ted from the meat of the Gentiles 
during their ſtay. Therefore, St. 


Paul reproved him for it openly, 
It is certain S. Peter returned from 
this council to Autiach. And, as the 
Scripture is ſilent as to any future 
journies, which he is reported by 
ſubſequent hiſtorians, to have taken, 


we, I think chuſe the beſt argument, 


that continue this apoſtle in his firſt 
appointment in this city ; and ac- 
quit ourſelves and chriſtianity of all 
thoſe inconſiſtences and abſurdities, 
which they, that labour for St. Pe- 
ter's erecting a ſupreme epiſcopal ſee, 
at Rome, neceſlarily fall into. No- 
thing can be more falſe than the le- 
gendary account of thoſe writers 
that pretend to find Peter quitting 
the ſee of Antioch, at ſeven years 
end, and fitting 25 years afterwards 
at Rome. The ſtory of his conteſt 
and victory over Sinn Magus, and 
of that being the immediate cauſe 
of his being put to death, is a mere 
fiction invented four-hundred years 
after his death. For, had there been 
any truth in theſe aſſertions, St. 
Lule, the inſpired writer of the Acts 
of the apoſtles, who was St. Peter's 
companion and emanuenſis, and re- 
cords many things of him in the firſt 
16 chapters of that book, could ne- 
ver have paſſed them over; eſpecial- 
ly, ſucharemarkableand intereſting 
particular, as the foundation of the 
papal chair. When he relates Paul's 
arrival at Rome, he does not make 
the leaſt mention of his meeting 
with Peter there. Again, it is ve- 
ry unlikely, if Peter had been Biſhop 
of Reme, that St. Paul would, or 
could have forgot to ſalute or ad- 
dreſs him, when, writing to Rome 
he ſalutes the chriſtians and his fel - 
low labourers by their names. Nor 
does the ſame apoſtle in his com- 
mendation of the faith of the Ko- 
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mans ſpeak any thing of Peter, as 
the founder of their church. And 
when Paul writes from Reme, he 
never mentions Peter's reſidence 
there; though he makes an honou- 
rable mention of Ari/tarchus, Mir - 
cus, Luke, Demas, &c. Beſides, it is 
nat credible that a perſon of Peter's 
forward temper could enjoy ſuch a 
prerogative, without aſſerting, or 
ſo much as mentioning it in any of 
his own writings to the diſperſed 
Jews. But the greateſt title he aſ- 
ſumes to himſelf, is that of an el- 
for, (1 Ret. v. 1.) 

S. What account do you give of 
Andrew? 

T. Andrew was Peter's brother, and 
one of thoſe diſciples of the baptiſt, 
that followed Jeſus, when he ſaid, 
Behold the lamb of God (Jobn i. 37, 
40.) He was commonly ſtiled 
Sr , Or, the firſt called, He 
introduced Peter (See the life of Pe- 
zer above.) The remaining account 
given of this apoſtle in the goſpel, 
is no more than this. It was Au- 
drew that informed our Saviour of 
the five barley loaves, and two ſmall 
fiſhes. ( John vi. q.) Who with Phi- 
tip told Jeſus, a little before his paſ- 
fion, that ſome Gentiles deſired to 
ſee him, And a few days after, he, 
with ſome others aſked Jeſus, when 
the deſtruction of the temple ſhould 

ppen ? 

If we ſearch ancient authors, we 
fhall find that in the partition of 
the world amongſt the preachers of 


the goſpel, hiſtorians of the greateſt 
note have ſent this apoſtle into the 
barbarous and cold region of Sythia, 
and its bordering countries : tho? 
Theadoret carries him no further than 
trreece : and others confine his tra- 
vels within Epirus, Achaia, and Ar- 


gos. Nevertheleſs, I believe it would 
be neareſt the truth to embrace the 
firſt opinion, and to bring him back 
to Conſtantinople, after a ſucceſsful 
miniſtry in the Scythian regions; 
and then allow him to have found- 
ed a church for divine worſhip at 
Byzantium; to have ordained Sta- 
chys, Biſhop of that ſee ; and after- 
wards to have preached and propa- 
gated Chriſtianity in Thrace, Mace- 
doma, Theſſaly, Epirus, and Achaia, 
in which laſt country at Patre, he 
is ſaid to have ſuffered martyrdom 
on a croſs, made in this form X, 


by order of Ageas, king of the E- 


deſſenes, for converting that king's 
conſort, and his brother to chriſtia- 
nity, What reaſon the Scots have 
for claiming this apoſtle to be the 
firſt propagator of the Chriſtian 
faith in their country, is a myſtery 


to me, and has always been a ſecret, 
not to be diſcovered by the greateſt 


antiquaries. 
S. What ſay you of James, the 
third among the apoſtles ? 


T. This apoſtle is commonly cal- 


led James the greater, or elder, He 
was brother to John the evangeliſt, 
who were ſons of one Zebedee and 
Salome; they were born at Bethſai- 
da, brought up in the fiſhing trade, 
and forſook all to follow Feſus ; 
who took them to ſee the raiſing 


of [arrus's daughter, and into the 
mount to be witneſſes of his trans- 


figuration, and gave them the name 
of Beanerges, or ſons of thunder, to 
check their zeal, when they im- 


portuned him to call for fire from 


heaven, to conſume the Samaritans, 
that refuſed to admit Jeſus into their 
town. 44 

The two brothers returned to 


their fiſbing trade after the reſur+ 


trection 


rection of our Saviour. But we find 
them preſent at his aſcenſion. And 
as ſoon as they had received the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, James is ſaid to have 
preached the goſpel to the diſperſed 
Jews; not the twelve tribes of //- 
rael, diſperſed through the world, 
but to the Jewiſh converts, which 
were ſcattered about Judea upon 
the death of Stephen. 

This apoſtle has been claimed by 
the Spaniards as the firſt preacher 
of the goſpel in their country; 
and ſome have tranſported him to 
Britain and Jreland ; but I believe 
without ſufficient proof, For it 1s 
ſcarce credible that he could have 
taken ſuch a tour, and ſettled ſuch 
churches, and done ſuch great things 
as are commonly aſcribed to him by 


= Monkiſh writers; when it is cer- 


tain that he was beheaded with a 
ſword at Jeruſalem, in the 42d year 
of Chriſt's nativity, by the com- 
mand of Herod Agrippa ; who foon 
after being eaten by worms, was cut 
off in the midſt of his glory by the 
juſt judgment of God. 

S. Who was the apoſtle Jahn? 

T. I have told you. He was the 
brother of James above mentioned, 
(ver, 9.) and originally a diſciple of 
John the Baptiſt. He was called to 
the apoſtleſhip at the ſame time with 
his brother, though he was by far 
the youngeſt of all the apoſtles. 
Some have thought he was the 
bridegroom at the marriage of Cana. 
However this is certain, he was the 
beloved diſciple of Feſus, who ad- 
mitted him to be a witneſs of his 
transfiguration, permitted him to 
lie in his boſom at his laſt ſupper, 
and diſcovered to him, who it was 
that ſhould betray him. 

John was ono of the witneſſes of 
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Chriſt's bitter agony and voluntary 
ſadneſs, in the garden of Gethſemene. 
He was the very laſt of all his diſ- 
ciples that left him in the hands of 
the Jews. And he recollected his 
courage ſo as to follow Jeſus not 
only into the high+-prieſt's houſe, 
but to the very foot of the croſs. 
Here Jeſus obſerving him, ſaid to 
his own mother Mary, © Behold 
thy ſon,” and to John, Behold 
thy mother,” as a direction for 
this apoſtle to take care of the Vir- 
gin Mary, as if ſhe had been his 
own mother; which St, Jahn punc- 


tually performed till her death. 


At the firſt news of our Saviour's 
reſurrection, he with Peter haſted 
to the ſepulchre : and he is found in 
every action of importance, joined 
with Peter, till the apoſtles were 
obliged to preach in their reſpective 
provinces, as they had fallen toeach 
ones lot, in the diviſion of the world, 
amongſt themſelves, In this par- 
tition St. Fohn was obliged to preach 
the goſpel in IAſia, and he fixed his 
chief reſidence at Epheſus, to which 
place he took the bleſſed virgin, who 
died there. After he had founded 
all the churches in this region, and 
eſtabliſhed the epiſcopal order in A. 


ſa, he paſſed into more diſtant regi- 


ons in the Eaſt, ſuch as Parthia, and 
ſome parts of India; and for that 
reaſon is called their apoſtle. | 
Soon after St. John's return from 
the Eaft, Domitian having raiſed a 


perſecution againſt the Chr:/tians, 


he ordered the Pro- conſul of Afia, 
to ſeize him, and ſend him bound 
to Rome, Here the tyrant ordered 
him to be caſt into a cauldron of 
boiling oil. But the Lord that pre- 


ſerved the children in the fiery fur- 


nace, brought him out of it unhurt. 
. 
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Patmos, in the Ægean ſea, where he 
wrote the book oi Revelations, con- 
taining the heavenly viſions with 
which God converſed with him, 
when he was cut off from the or- 

dinary converſation of men. He re- 
mained in this ſtate of exile ſeveral 
years; during which time alfo, he 
inſtructed the inhabitants in the 
principles of the Chriſtian faith ; 
till Nerva, Domitian's ſucceſſor, per- 
mitted him to return to his Charge 
at Epheſus, where be arrived about 
the year 97 of Jeſus Chriſt, he him- 
ſelf being about go years old; yet 
even then ſo perfect in his facul- 
ties, that at the requeſt of the Aſia- 
tie biſhops, and other chriſtians, he 
undertook and finiſhed his goſpel, 

containing ſuch particulars, as he 
had heard from Chrin himſelf, and 
ſerved to confirm the divinity of our 
Saviour, in oppoſition to certain 
hereticks that denied it, and had 
ſprung up amongit them, during 
the time of his baniſhment. 

He alſo writ the three letters that 
go under his name; lived to the 
third year of the emperor Trajan; 
when he died quietly aged 99, and 
was buried near the city of Epheſus. 

S. What am I to learn concern- 
ing Philip? 

T. Philip was a native of Beth- 
ſaida alſo, and a. married, man, 
There is no account of his occupa- 
tion in the ſacred records, but it is 
generally ſuppoſed, that he was a 


fiſherman. Philip bad ſeveral daugh- 


ters, and was amongſt the firſt diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt. It was he that 
brought Nathanael to Jeſus, and to 
whom the Gentiles that deſired to 
ſee Jeſus, fiſt addreſſed themſelves. 


Beſides theſe paſſages the goſpel hiſ- 
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Then he was baniſhed to the iſle of 


tory relates nothing more of this a- 
poſtle, except where our Saviour is 
mentioned, a{xing him where bread 
might be bought ſufficient to feed 
the five- thouſand hungry men, that 
had followed him into the deſert ; 
and where Philip deſired our Savi— 
our to ſhew ihe Father to him, and to 

the reſt of his fellow diſciples. 

Philip preached the goſpel in both 
the Phrygias ; and confirmed his doc- 
trine with ſo many and great mi 
racles, that he gained many con- 
verts, ſettled many churches, and 
appointed Guides and Elders to over- 
ſee them. Some inſiſt upon his 
travels in Scythia, and the upper A.- 
fia, But be that as it will, he end- 
ed his days in a good old age, at 
Hieropolis in Phrygia; where he was 
hanged by the neck againſt a pillar 
for oppoling their idolatries, and 
perſwading many to turn from their 
idols to the worſhip of the true 
God. 

S. What account is there of Bar- 
thalometw | 

7. The beſt criticks on the ſacred 
hiſtory are of opinion that this a- 
poſtle is the very Nathanael, whom 
our Saviour declared to be an Ha- 
elite indeed, and a man in whim was 
no guile ; for Bartholomew is no more 
than the /on of Ptolemy. So then 
we ſay that this apoſtle was Natha- 
nael the fon of Ptolemy of Cana in 
Galilee. He was introduced to Je- 
ſus by Philip, but we read very lit- 
tle of him in the goſpels, . 

It is generally believed, that he 
penetrated as far as India, on this 
{ide the Ganges, or bordering upon 
the Aſian Ethiopia, and called by St. 
Jerom, the fortunate India, where 
Pantenus, a hundred years after, 
found the goſpel of St. Matthew, 

written 
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written in Hebreu, and left by him. 
In this journey, he preached alſo in 
Arabia Felix, and part of Perſia; 
and having finiſhed bis labours in 
the eaſt, he returned to the more 
weſtern and northern parts of Aſia, 
joined with Philip in the miniſtry 
at Hierapolis in Fhrygia, ſettled the 
church in Lycaonia, and met with 
his martyrdom at Albangple, or Al- 
tana upon the Caſptan ſea, in Arme- 
nia the great. Where Aſtyages the 
king of the country, ordered him to 
be crucified, or as ſome ſay, flea'd 
alive, for preaching the Chriſtian 
faith, 

S. What ſay you of Matthew ? 

J. Matthew was born in Galilee, 
of Few parents. His father's name 
was Alpheus, and he was a publican, 
which was an office of bad repute 
in Judea, at the time that Jeſus cal- 
led him to the apoſtleſhip. He was 
called in Hebrew, Levi ; and though 
his abode was in Capernaum, his of- 
fice, as a publican, was on the ſhoar 
of the ſea of Tiberias out of the town, 
Matthew was in this office when 
Jeſus called him, and he was im- 
mediately obedient to his voice, 
and followed him, without any re- 
gard to his wordly affairs. And Je- 


ſus favoured him with his company 


to partake of a feaſt with ſome of 
his friends, that were alſo publicans, 
at his houſe, hoping that by his 
converſation, they alſo might be con- 
verted, The goſpel relates nothing 
more of him. But it is certain he 
continued with the reſt of the apoſ- 
tles, till our Saviour's aſcention ; 
ard from thence till about 

years after, having finiſhed his goſ- 
pel at Feruſalem, he travelled in- 
to Ethiopia, though ſome ſay he 


planted chriſliapity firſt in Parthia ; 


and in both places by preaching and 
miracles, he powerfully triumphed 
over error and idolatry; convinced 
and converted multitudes; ordain- 
ed ſpiritual guides and rulers to con- 
firm and build them up; brought 
others over to the faith, and at laft 
died, and was honourably butied at 
Hierapalis in Parthia : though ſome 
pretend he died a martyr, but are 
unable to aſcertain, either in what 
manner, or at what place. 

S. Who was the apoſtle Thomas ? 

7. The ſcripture makes no men- 
tion of his country nor of his kin- 


dred. Though it is certain that 


he was a few, and we may with 
good reaſon ſuppoſe him a Galilean. 
This apoſtle is commonly called 
Dydimus, a Greek word importing a 
twin, the ſame as Thomas ſignifies 
in the Hebrew. He was called to 


the apoſtleſhip in the 31ſt year of 


Chtiſt (Lule vi. 13, 14, 15.) but 
we hear no more of him till the 
raiſing of Lazarus from the dead; 
when, believing that Jeſus went in- 
to Judea at the riſque of his life, he 
propoſed to the other diſciples that 
they might all go and die with him. 
At the laſt ſupper, he, by aſking 
Feſus whither he was going, drew 
from bim that remarkable anſwer, 
1 am the way, &c. And his unbe- 
lief at his reſurrection was the cauſe 
of our Saviours declaring them to 


be bleſſed that. have nat ſeen, and yet 
have believed. 


Different authors have afgned di- 


verſe parts of the earth to this apoſ- 
tles miniſtry. But the moſt proba- 
ble account of his preaching is that 
which affigns him his province a- 
mongſt the Parthians, Medes, Per- 
fians, Caramanians, Hyrcanians, Bac- 
trians, Magicians, and Indians, as 

far 
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far as the iſland Taprebane, now 
called Sumatra, and the Brachmans ; 
whom he with mild perſwaſives and 


calm inſtructions converted to the 


knowledge of Chr. And at laſt 
he ſealed the doctrine of the goſpel, 
which he preached, with his own 
blood in the Indian city Calamine, by 
the moderns, called Meliapus, or 
Malapar, the metropolis of Cormon- 
del ; where he was ſtoned and 
pierced through with a launce, by 
the Brachmans ; who perceiving 
their craft and ſuperſtition in dan- 
ger, took an opportunity thus to 
murder him, as he one day retired, 
according to his cuſtom, to a private 
grotto, for topray. As this was not 
done by order of the prince, who, 
himſelf had been converted by this 
apoſtle, his diſciples were permitted 
to take up his body, and to bury it 
in a church, which he had lately 
founded by permiſſion of the Sager- 
mo, or chief magiſtrate. 

Though by this means the Chriſ- 
tians loſt their apoſtle; he had in- 
ſtructed and confirmed them ſo 
well in the faith of Chriſt, that the 
Europeans upon their diſcoveries in 
the fourteenth century in the Za/?- 
ÞHrdtes, found a ſucceſſion of his diſ- 
ciples, to the amount of 15 or 
16ooo families, that had continued 


from this firſt plantation of Chriſti- 


anity, and diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
dy the name of Chri/tians 
Thomas, where they till remain, 
very poor, and governed by the pa- 
triarch of Muzal. They have nei- 


ther images nor pictures in their 
churches ; baptize infants ; com- 


municate in both kinds; are very 


ſolemn and attentive in their pub- 


lic prayers and preaching ; ſtudy 


the new Teſtament in the Sy- 


of St. 
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riac tongue; obſerve Advent and 
Lent, Chriſtmas, Eafter, Pentecoſt, 
&c. permit their prieſts to marry 
once, and never think it lawful to 


diſſolve the marriage knot. N. B. 


Thefe are different from the Chri/- 
trans of St. Thomas in Malabar ; 
who are the diſciples of one Mar- 
Theme, a Syrian lord, who by the 
aſſiſtance of ſome Ne/torian prieſts, 
carried the light of the goſpel into 
thoſe parts. 

S. Who was that James the leſs, 
numbered amongſt the apoſtles? 

T. He is the ſame as ſome have 
ſtiled James the Juſt, and St, Paul 
calls, The LorD's Brother ; becauſe, 
he was the fon of Jeſeph by a for- 
mer wife, We have no particular 
account of him, neither as to the 
time of his birth, his trade, or way 
of life; nor as to the time of his 
calling to the apoftleſhip ; though 
ſome authors contend that he was 
no more than couſin- german to Fe- 
ſus, and the ſon of Cleopas or Al- 
phæus and Mary, ſiſter to the bleſ- 
ſed virgin; which is not ſo tainable 
as the former authority. 

After our Saviour's reſurrection, 
this apoſtle, who made ſo little buſ- 
tle during the time of his miniſtry, 
cut the greateſt figure of all his diſ- 


ciples. Teſus honoured him with 


his particular appearance : and when 
he was about to aſcend, recommend- 
ed the church of Jeruſalem to his 
care. From which time he was con- 
ſidered as the biſhop of that church; 
and as Euſebius writes, he in imi- 
tation of the Jetoiſb High- prieſt wore 
the name of God engraved in a plate 
of gold on his forehead, as a mark 
of his Epiſcopacy. DOTY 

St. Paul, at his firſt coming up 
to Feruſatem after his converſion, 

: found 
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found St. James poſſeſſed of this dig- 
nity. And in the council, in which 
the apoſtles debated and determined 
the controverſy about the Maſaic 
rites, he preſided and paſſed ſentence 
in the caſe, after it had been fully 
diſcuſſed in his preſence by Peter, 
Paul, and Barnabas : and his emi- 
nent parts, prudence, and diſcreti- 
on enabled him to diſcharge that 
high office with great applauſe a- 
mongſt his brethren, and to the 
great grief of the adverſaries of 
chriſtianity, who at laſt could in 
no wiſe be ſatisfied, but with his 
blood. 

Fames gained ſo much reputati- 
on, that whatever he taught was 
greedily believed by the people. 
This brought upon him the malice 
of the High · prieſt, the Phariſees, and 
the doctors of the law, who miſſing 
their aim againſt St. Paul, that had 
appealed to Cæſar, reſolved to wreck 
their vengeance on St. James. Thus, 
according to Euſebius, Ananus, the 
High- prieſt, and the principal Pha- 
riſees, chuſing the time between the 
death of the Roman governor Feſ- 
tus, and the coming of his ſucceſ- 
for Albinus, convened him, and 


told him publickly, that the people 


were led into an error concerning 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom they took for 
the Meſſiab, and that it was in bis 
power to convince them of their 
miſtake, every one being ready to 
hear what he ſhould ſay, Wherefore, 
this being the feaſt of the Paſſover, 
they deſired him to go up into one 


of the galleries round the top or 


pinnacle of the temple, and from 
thence with an audible voice to 
ſpeak to the great concourſe of peo- 
ple aſſembled on that occaſion from 


all parts, and to tell them that Je- 


ſus was nat the Meſſiah. 


James went 
up, as they had deſired; but when 
they from below demanded of him, 
what they ſhould believe concern- 
ing Feſus, who had been crucified ? 
He anſwered with a loud and un- 
daunted voice, That ſame Jeſus, 
the ſon of man, whom ye ſpeak 
of, is the ſon of God, and fits on 
the right hand of the ſupreme 
* majeſty on high, from whence 
& he will one day come in the 
„ clouds of heaven.” At which 
the multitude glorified God, and 
cried out Haſanna to the ſon of Da- 
vid But the Scribes and Phariſees 
being cut to the heart at the loſs of 
their deſign, declared that the man 
whom they had theretofore called 
Juſt, was now become an Inpoſ- 
tor, and threw him head-long from 
the place where he ſtood to harangue 
the people. And perceiving him 
rife upon his knees after the fall, 
they loaded him with a ſhower of 
ſtones ; and at laſt procured a Ful- 
ler to daſh his brains out with his 
club as he poured out his foul in 
prayer to Heaven, in the g6th year 
of his age, having been 24 years 
biſhop of that city. However, all 
their malice could not hinder the 
people's veneration for him, who | 
buried his body near the temple, on 
the ſpot where he ſuffered, and 
erected a monument to his memo- 
ry, which was much frequented, 
till it was deſtroyed with the city 
by the Romans. Nor did his perſe- 
cutors go unpuniſhed, The wiſeſt 
of the 7ews complained of his mur- 
der to the new governor, and to 
Agrippa, who made Ananus pay for 
his injuſtice and timerity with the 
loſs of the high-prieſthood, which 
he had exerciſed only three months. 

oo 


This apoſtte was the author of 
the general epiſtle of James, which 
is directed to the Fetoiſb converts 
feattered abroad in the eaſtern coun- 
tries, to comfort them under their 
ſufferings, and to confirm them in 
the faith, which was every where 
ſpoken againſt, and began to be 
corrupted by the falſe brethren, 
the Gnyfticks, who taught that gerd 
works were uſeleſs and unneceſſary, 
and that a naked belief of the Cht:/- 
tian faith was fofficient to ſalvation. 
Againft thefe looſe doCtrines, the 
apoſtle with ftrong reaſoning en- 
joins purity, patience, charity, and 
all the virtues of a good life: and 
by undeniable argaments, proves 
that no faith can juſtify us before 
God, nor entitle us to eternal life, 
which does not ſhew itſelf enliven- 
ed with purity, obedience to God's 
commandments, and with a hey 
life. 

S. Who was Simon the Canaa- 
nite © | 

T. This is he who was other- 
wiſe called Zelotes (Luke vi. 15. 
From whence' it is collected that 
he was not ſirnamed Canaamie from 
the town of Cana, as ſome have 
ſarmiſed to be the place of his na- 
tivity, in Gale; but from the He- 
brew root Kana or Nip to be zea- 
Bus; whence is deriyed''3Þ or 725 
Kant or Nanam : becauſe, he very 
zealouſly embraced the goſpel of 
Jeſus Chrift, We have little men · 
tion of him in the ſacred records: 
but Nicephorus ſays, that after the 
deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, he tra- 
velled through Egypt, Cyrene, Africk, 
Mauritania and Libya ; from whence 
he found a paſſage by ſea to the 
coaſt of the weſtern ocean, and at 


| 
| laſt to the iſland pf Britain, where 
| 
| 
f 
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according to Dorzthetts, he faffered 
death upon a ctofs, aftet he had 
endured many troubles and afffic. 
tions, and confirmed his doctrine 
with many miracles, 

S. What do you ſay of Jude? 

T. This is he that is called Ja- 
das, the brother of James, Who Was 
the Lord's brother, and bifhop of 
Jeruſalem, and conſequetitly - Jo- 
ſeph's ſon by a former wife, He is 
alſo called Thaddeus and Labbeis, 
And he is particularly mentioned 
with a negative, No to be [feat int. 

He was a married man, and bad 
ſeveral children; bis wife's name 
was Mary. And at the Taff fup- 
per, he afked Zejus why he was to 
manifeſt himmſelf to his apoſtles; and 
not to the world. He is faid, but 
with no great certainty, to have 
preached the goſpel in Juda, Fa- 


maria, Itumeaia, tn the city Edeſſt, 


throughout Meſopotamia, i Syria 
and Lybia; but principally' in Ar- 
menia and Perſia, and at laſt to have 
died in peace, and to be honourably 


buried: tho' others affirm that he 


was put to a cruel death by the Ma. 
gi, at Berytus in Perſia, as he was 
freely and openly reproving theit 

ſuperſtitious rites. | 
This apoſtle has left us a ſhort 
epiſtle that bears his name, written 
to the converted Fews, as St. James 
had done before; and exHorts them 
to beware of falſe teachers, who at 
that time were the Gro/tirks,, M. 
colattans, and Simonians,, and diſ- 
turbed the peace of the church by 
their looſe doArines and practices. 
For as he therein ſpeaks of the apoſ- 
tles, as dead, ſometimes quotes St. 
Peter's 2d epiſtle, and alludes to St. 
Paul's 24 Epiſtle to Timothy, it pro- 
bably yas not written till after the 
: 29 
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Of Jupas IscARIOT, or the Traytor. 


deſtrution of Jeruſalem, which 
falls in with the age of theſe here- 
ticks. OE OO 

S. What particulars have you of 
Judas Eſcariot! | 

T. The account given of this 
man by the ſacred writers is only 
this. He was certainly of the num- 
ber of thoſe that were called by Je- 


ſus to the apoſtleſnip; and was en- 


truſted with the common purſe, 
or appointed purſer or purveyor to 
the apoſtolic college, and therefore 
called Iſcariot, which in the Syriac 


ſigniſies a purſe. He is never men · 


tioned afterwards, but to his diſ- 
grace, The firſt time, he murmurs 
at Mary, the ſiſter of Lazarus, for 
anointing the feet of Jeſus with pre- 
cious ointment, The next account 
of him is his agreement with the 
Priefts to betray his Mafter for thir- 
ty pieces or ſhekels of ſilver, which 
makes about three pounds eight 
ſhillings and three pence three far- 
things, or four pounds ten ſhillings, 
if with Dr. Prideaux, we allow 
three ſhillings to a ſhekel, In con- 
ſequence whereof, he conducted the 
officers of the Jews to the place 
where Jeſus was retired after ſup · 
per to pray; though Jeſus had be- 
fore at the laſt ſupper given him to 
underſtand, that he knew the trea- 
chery and wickedneſs of his heart. 
Whether Judas had contracted for 
the life of Jeſus to be ſecured, or 
what other might be the ſecret rea- 
fon for what followed, he no fooner 


perceived that Jeſus was, to be fa 


crificed to the malice of his enemies, 


358 
and that he had been dealing for 


blood, but he returned the 30 ſhe- 


kels again, and proteſting againſt 
their murder of his innocent maſ- 
ter, went in defpair, and | hanged 
himſelf on a bigh tree, as it is ſup- 
poſed, from whence, the rope bteak- 
ing, he fell and burſt aſunder in the 
midſt ; ſo that all his bowels guſhed 
Out. 

Thus I Have to the beſt of my 
endeavours given you a faithful ac- 
count of the Apoſtles, whom Jeſus 
called to accompany him in his mi- 
niftry. . Nein 
S. Sir I thank vou for fo ample 
a relation of this part of the ſacred 
hiſtory, to which I, as well zs ma- 
ny others have been hitherto a ſtran- 
ger. But ſtill T am at a loſs to know 
why the/e twelve were called Apqſlles. 

T. Apoſile is properly a derivative 
from the Greet Arto, and ſig- 
nifies a Meſſenger, an honourable 
name and poſt amongſt the eis, 
under the High prieſt. Of which 
number, 7u/iin Martyr obſerves, 
ſome were ſent to diſperſe circular 
letters filled with calumnies againſt 
the Chriſtians. Therefore our Sa- 
viour ſtiled thoſe his apoſtles, whom 
he choſe from among his other diſ- 
ciples to preach the goſpel to all na- 
tions, and to baptize them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. By which 
commiſſion and office they became 
the meſſengers of ſalvation to all 
men; and were empowered to work 
miracles, cure diſeaſes, and to caſt 
out deyils, In 


CHAP, 
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„ r 
CnRisr's Sermon on the Mount. CaurisT cureth the Centu- 
rion's Servant; raiſeth the Widow's Son from the Dead. His 


Anſwer to Joan the Baptiſt's Meſſengers, He pardons the 
Harlot”s Sins. Caſts out Devils. The Sin againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt. Jesvs zeacheth in Parables. The Parable of the 
Sower. Of TRACHONIT iS aid GADARA. Jxsus permitteth 
the Devils to paſs into the Swine. Cureth the Woman of an 
Iſſue of Blood. Raiſeth Iairus's Daughter to Life; and ſends 
his Apoſtles to preach in JupEA. The Murder of Joh x the 
Baptiſt. Jesvs feedeth frve-thouſand Men, with five Loaves, 


two Fiſhes. Goeth up to the third Paſſover. Condemns the 
Jewisn Traditions. Declares himſelf io be the Mgss1an ; 


and rebukes PETER. 


S. WHEN eſus had choſen 
| theſe „ fl Did he 
ſend them immediately upon their 
miſhon ? 

T. No: they were to be firſt 
well inſtructed in the great doctrines 
of Chriftian morality. It was not e- 
nough for them to have faith on- 
ly. Therefore Feſus perceiving the 
crowd to gather faſt about him, 
called theſe apoſtles nearer to his 
perſon, on mount Tabor, and be- 


n that excellent diſcourſe, called 


HRIST'sſermon onthe mount, which 
compriſes all the great principles of 
the Chri/tian religion. He aſſures 
a blefling for humility, kindneſs, and 
mercifulneſs; for pious mourners 
and peace-makers ; for meekneſs, 
patience, and purity of heart ; for 
thoſe that hunger and thirſt after 


righteouſneſs, and patiently ſuffer 


perſecution for the cauſe of virtue. 
Then he applies more particularly to 
his apoſtles by laying before them 


their duty, and ſhewing how much 


it would redound to their honour, if 
they ſhould behave well in that high 
ſtation, to which they were ſo late- 


I exalted by his favour, and how 


diſhonourable it would certainly be, 
if they did otherwiſe, He recom- 
mends to them in a more particu- 
lar manner, purity of life and con- 
verſation ; expounds the true mean- 
ing and ſhews the juſt extent of the 
laws againſt murder, adultery, and 
perjury ; concerning retaliation, and 
the love of our neighbour, contrary 
to the miſinterpretations of them, 
taught by the Scribes and Phariſees. 
Then he deſcends to explain how 
to relieve the poor, and how to 
pray and faſt without ſuperſtition 
and hypocriſy. He diſſwades from 
covetous and anxious deſires; and ſets 
forth the particular providence of 
God over each individual, Which, 
and ſeveral other precepts and in- 
ſtructions, Jeſus delivered with ſuch 
grace and majeſty, that he gained 
the applauſe of all that heard him, 
who were convinced that he ſpake 
as a prophet having authority from 
God to deliver his meſſage to them, 
and not as the Scribes, who pretend- 
ed only to deliver the traditions of 
their fathers; and to teach them no 
more than what they had learn- 
ed from human commentators and 

teachers 
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teachers. Beſides, he immediately 
confirmed his doctrine with the cure 
of a leper, which was a diſtemper re- 
ſerved to God's power alone; and 
to convince his followers of the truth 
thereof, he ordered the man that 
was cured to go and ſhew himſelf 
to the prieſt, and to offer as the law 
directed in all ſuch caſes. 

S. Where did Jeſus go, when he 
deſcended from the mount ? 

T. To Capernaum, which was a- 
bout five or ſix leagues off; where 
he cured the favourite ſervant of a 
Roman Centurion. 

S. What do you mean by a Cen- 
turion 2 

T. A Centurion was an officer o- 
ver a hundred men, from the Latin 
word Centum, a hundred, He might 
be of the rank of an Engliſh cap- 
tain z and belonged to the iron le- 
gion of Rome, which was uſually 
quartered in Judea. 

S. What was the ſervant's diſ- 
temper ? | 

T. The palſey; and he was like 
to die. 

S. How did he cure him? 

T. He commended the Centurton's 
faith, and bid him go away ; and 
ſaid it ſhould be unto him, as he 
had believed ; and his ſervant was 
healed in the ſelf ſame hour, 

Sd. Where did he go after this? 

T. To the pleaſant town of Naim, 
where, as he entered the gate, he met 
the only ſon of a widow, carrying 
to be interred, whom he immedi- 
ately by his word only reſtored to 
life, to the great comfort of his diſ- 
conſolate mother, and the great a- 
mazement of all that beheld the mi - 
racle ; ſo that they publickly ac- 
knowledged him to be the Meſfiav. 
This and ſuch like prodigies ſpread 


his fame ſtill more and more; and 
were the cauſe of a meſſage from 
John the Baptiſt, who was ſtill in 
priſon, to enquire of him, whether 


he was the Meſſiah. 


S What anſwer did Jeſus return 


to John's queſtion ? 


T. He bid the two diſciples, whom 
he had ſent, to tell their maſter what 
miracles they ſaw him perform on 
the deaf, the blind, the lame, the dead, 


&c. and how he inſtructed the poor 


people. 

S. How did this anſwer ſatisfy 
the Bapti/t © 

T. Very well: becauſe the per- 
formance of theſe things exactly an- 
ſwered the character which the pro- 
phet had given of the Me/ieh ( Ja. 
xxxv. 4, c.) and therefore inſtead 
of giving them a direct anſwer, 
which might have been liable to the 
objection of his bearing record of him- 


ſelf, our Saviour refers them to the 


miracles they ſaw him do, and of 
the ſame kind as had been predict - 
ed of the Meſſiah ; and then leaves 
it to John to draw the concluſion 
from thence, which he knew would 
be obvious. 

S. Did Jeſus on this occaſion take 
no notice of his fore- runner, John 
the Baptiſt? 

T. Yes: As ſoon as his diſciples 
were gone; Feſus enlarged much 
on his auſterity and godly life; on 


the greatneſs of his function, and on 


the divinity of his commiſſion ; and 
concluded this diſcourſe to the by- 
ſtanders, with blaming the perverſ- 
neſs of the age, and particularly the 
obſtinacy and impenitence of Cho- 
razim, Bethſaida, and Capernaum 3 
and then winds up all with an ex- 
hortation to the humble and modeſt, 
to believe in him, and to become 

Aa his 
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his diſciples: by which alone it was 
poſſible for them to be diſburthened 
of their heavy load of fins, calami- 
ties of life, and thoſe ceremonies and 
phariſaical traditions, which were 
grievous to be born. 

S. How did this diſcourſe affect 
his hearers ? 

T. Its good effects were preſently 
diſcovered in the converſion of Si- 
mon the Phariſee, who invited our 
Lord to dinner; and of a noted 
lewd woman, who followed him in- 
to Simon's houſe, threw herſelf at 
Jeſus's feet, waſhed them with her 
repenting tears, wiped them with 


her diſhrevelled hair, kiſſed them, 


and anointed they with precious 
ointment. 

S. What ſaid Simon to this in- 
truſion, of an harlot into his houſe ? 

T. He could ſcarce forbear cen- 
furing the virtue of Feſus ; and be- 
gan to doubt of his prophetic power. 
Till our Saviour, who could dive 
into his thoughts, ſet him immedi- 
ately right, in regard both to him- 


ſelf, and to the ſincerity of his peni- 


tent; by the parable of the creditor 
and two debtors ( Luke vii. 40—50.) 
And then turning to the woman, he 
ſhewed his acceptance of her repen- 
tance, by giving her a full paris 
of all her ſins. 

S. Was all this done at Naim ? 

T. Yes: But he foon left this 
town, and made a progreſs of ſome 
months round other parts of Gali 
tee, attended by his apoſtles and ſe- 
veral devout women, whom he had 
cured of divers diſeaſes, and who 
out of gratitude were reſolved to 
miniſter unto his neceſſities out of 
their own ſubſtance. At length he 
arrived again at Capernaum. 
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S, How was he received in his 
own city, as it is commonly called ? 

T. They thronged ſo upon him, 
that neither he nor his diſciples 
could find time to eat. But as our 
Saviour's meat, was do the will of 
God, he preferred the healing of the 
ſick, the relieving the oppreſſed, the 
caſting out devils, the giving ſpeech 
to the dumb, and ſight to the blind, 
to the care of his own perfon. 

S. How did the Phariſees and 
Scribes, look upon theſe miracles ? 

T. They could not deny the faQs, 
but ſtrove to perſwade the people, 
that they were all done by the power 
of the Devil, or of Belxebub, whom 
they dignified with the title of the 
chief of the devils. 

S. Did Jeſus make no reply to 
this infinuation ? 

T. Yes: He firſt ſhewed the ab- 
ſurdity of their allegations, by in- 
ſiſting that the readieſt way to de- 
ſtroy a kingdom or family, is to di- 
vide it againſt itſelf ( Luke xi. 17, 
18, &c.) Then he produced the 
precedents of their own allowed ex- 
orciſis, who caft out devils by the 
invocation of the name of God. 
And by way of application, he up- 
braided them with finning again/t the 
Holy Ghoft, by obſtinately reſiſting 
the divine evidence of his miracles ; 
and aſſured them, that the ſame 
devils he had caſt out, would ſoon 
come and enter into their wicked 
and blafphemous hearts, and bring 
them and their nation to deſtruction. 

S. Were the Phariſees ſilenced 
with theſe arguments and threats ? 

T. No: For though they did not 
make him any reply, they demand- 
ed ſome new miracle in evidence of 


S. Did 


bis miſſion. 
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S. Did our Saviour oblige them 
with their requeſt ? 

T. No: They had ſeen a ſuffi- 
cient number already. He only re- 
ferred them to his reſurrection from 
the dead, which he aſſured them 
was typified by the deliverance of 

onas, after three days, from the 
whale's belly. And again upbraid- 
ed them with unbelief and impeni- 
tence, preferring the heathen city 
of Nineveh, and the queen of Sheba 
to them, who refuſed to hearken 


unto him, that was greater than ei- 


ther Jonas or Solomon. While Fe- 
ſus was proceeding in theſe compa- 
riſons, he was interrupted by one 
that told him, his mother, and ſome 
other kinsfolks, eſpecially his bre- 
thren, Feſeph's children by a former 
wife, were at the door, and deſired 
to ſpeak with him. 

S. What did they want with 
him? 

T. They wanted him to go and 
take ſome refreſhment. 

S. Did he obey his mother's call ? 

T. It is probable that he did. But 
he was ſo diſſatisfied with this un- 
ſeaſonable interruption, that he con- 
cluded with this declaration, that 
he eſteemed them his diſciples, to 
be his trueſt relations, Bo hear the 


word of God, and practice it. 


S. When did he appear again in 
public? 
7. That very fame day. But 


to avoid the inconveniency of the 


throng, he went on board a ſmall 
veſſel, and diſcourſed to the people 
on the ſhore in parables, for the fitſt 
time, | 
S. Was this an uſual method of 
inſtruction amongſt the Jews ? 
T. Yes: For this was made uſe 
of by their greateſt doctors to gain 


more attention, and to level their 
doctrine to all capacities, 

S. What were the parables made 
uſe on by Jeſus at this time? 

T. The parable of the ſower, the 
tares and good ſeed, the grain of 
muſtard ſeed, the leaven, the treaſure 
in the held, the pearl of great price, 
and the net caſt into the ſea, By 
which Jeſus repreſented to them the 
different ſucceſſes of the goſpel, ac- 
cording to the different diſpoſitions 
of the hearers ; the mixture of the 
good and bad, under the profeſſion 
of his faith; the wonderful increaſe 
and propagation of the goſpel from 
ſmall beginnings ; the ineſtimable 
benefits that would accrue to the 
true profeſſors of his religion; and 
that tho? the profeſſion of ĩt would 
include both good and bad perſons, 
only the good would meet with 
God's promiſed reward and blefling, 
and that the bad would periſh and 
be caſt away into outer darkneſs. 

S. How long did Jeſus continue 
at Capernaum 9 

T. Not long: For he reſolved 
to croſs the lake or ſea of Galilee. 
Upon which occaſion, a vain young 
ſcribe offered to attend him; but 
Feſus knowing his heart was graſp- 
ing after worldly preferment on- 
ly, he rejected his offer with a gen- 
tle rebuke, by ſhewing him he could 
not hope to better his temporal for- 
tune in his retinue, who had not fo 
much as a place to lay his own head. 
On the contrary, one of his diſei- 
ples, by ſome ſuppoſed to be Philip, 
defired leave to ſtay behind and bu- 
ry his father. | ; | 
S. Did Feſus permit him to ſtay ? 

J. No: He ſaid unto him, Let 
the dead bury the dead, but follow thou 


S, What 


Me. 
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S. What is the ſenſe of thoſe 
words ? 

T. It may. ſignify, let others bury 
the dead, thou haſt work of more 
confequence to do. But I prefer the 
Other interpretation, which allud- 
ing to death in a ſpiritual ſenſe, ren- 
ders the meaning of our Saviour's 
words thus: Let thoſe who are 
unconcerned for the things of 
God, and unfit to engage in the 
promoting them, being dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, perform ſuch 
offices, which they can do, as well 
as others; but thou, who haſt be- 
gun to follow me, and to attend 
on the kingdom of God ; go on 
with reſolution, and without al- 
lowing thy ſelf any avocation from 
that work.” 

S. Did Jeſus hold his refolution 
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of croſſing the lake? 
7. Yes: And as he flept in the 


paſſage a ſtorm atofe, and had almoſt 
foundered the ſhip; upon which the 
' diſciples fore affrighted, awoke him. 
But he no ſooner commanded the 
ſtorm to ceaſe, but the wind and 
the ſea obeyed his voice, and his dif- 
ciples were aſtoniſhed at the ſudden 
calm. 

S. Where did the (hip fteer ? 

T. To the eaſt fide of the lake, 
and landed Jeſus, &c. next morn- 
ing in the country of the Gadarens 
or * Gargeſens in the province of 
Tracbonitis. 

S. What fort of a country was 
Trachonitis? 

T. It was a rough and mountai- 
nous country, called anciently Ar- 
gab (Deut. iii. 13) bounded on the 
eaſt by Arabia deſerta, on the weſt 
by Batanea, on the ſouth by Ituræa, 
and on the north by Damaſcus. 
This together with urea made one 
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tetrarchy, or fourth part in the di- 
viſion of the kingdom of Herod the 


great, at his death 


S. Was Gadara and Gargeſa one 
country ? 

T. It was the fame tract of land, 
which, lying between the two towns 
of Gadara, a famous city, capital 
of Parza, in the tribe of Gad, be- 
yond Jordan, about ſixty furlongs 
from the eaſtern ſhore of the ſea of 
Tiberias; and Gergeſa, a place like- 
wiſe of ſome importance in the ſame 
parts; ſo the inhabitants were 
ſometimes called after the name of 
the former Gadarens, and of the Jat- 
ter Gargeſens. 

S. Did Jeſus do any miracles here! 
T. He no ſooner ſet his foot a- 
ſhore than two Dimoniacs, molt grie- 
vouſly diſtracted, came running to 
him ; and inſtead of their outrage 
and fury, with which they had ter- 
rified other travellers, they worſhip- 
ped him. The devils, who ſpake 
out of their mouths, declared him 
to be the fon of God; expreſſed 
their fear, left he was come to tor- 
ment them, and begged to be per- 
mitted to enter into a herd of ſwine 
feeding upon a neighbouring hill, 
if they thould be obliged to quit the 
perfons they then poſſeſſed. Their 
number was great, even a legion; 
and Jeſus permitting them to enter 
into the ſwine, they all ran into 


the ſea and were drowned. 


S. What was the conſequence of 
this ? 

T. The men that had been poſ- 
ſeſſed, were delivered from their 
plague. And the ſwine herds ran 
away frighted, and told in the city 
of Gadara, what had happened to 
their charge, The inhabitants were 
moſtly heathens, and they came = 
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and deſired Jeſus to withdraw from 
their territories. 

S. Did Jeſus withdraw? 

T. Ves: He returned acroſs the 
lake to Capernaum, where he was 
received with the uſual throng of 
the people. | 

S. What mighty works were 
done by him after his return ? 

J. One Iairus, a chief ruler of 
the ſynagogue in that city, having 
humbly entreated him to go and 
cure his daughter, ſuppoſcd to be at 
the point of death; a woman that 
had been oppreſſed with an unna— 
tural flux of blood, and could find 


no cure in phſic, though ſhe had 


ſought it at a great expence for 12 
years, was made whole, and deli- 
vered from her complaint, by only 
privately touching. the hem of his 
garment, as he paſſed along in the 
midft of a great crowd. 

S. How was this cure made 
known ? 

T. As the power, or ſanative vir- 
tue was not communicated to, but 
refided in Jeſus; he perceiving that 
virtue was gone out of him, turned 
about in the throng, and demanded 
who it was that had touched bim? 
The woman, knowing what was 
done, immediately confelied the 
fact, and Feſus commended her faith 
and aſcribed her cure to the ſtrength 
thereof. | 

S. Did not this. delay prevent Je- 
ſus's arrival in time at /airus's houſe 
to cure his daughter ? 

T. While this was tranſacting 
in the way, news came that Jai- 
Tus's daughter was dead, But Je- 
Jus bid the father oply believe, and 
he would reſtore her to life again. 

S. How did Jeſus reſtore her to 
life again? | | 


T. When he ſaw the muſicians 
and mourners deploring her death 
with melancholy tones, and loud la- 
mentations, according to the cuſtom 
of thoſe times; he deſired they 
would ceaſe their funeral ceremo- 
nies, for he would raiſe the young 
woman, as eaſily from the dead, as 
one awaketh out of a fleep. And 
being left alone with her parents, 
and his own apoſtles, Peter, James, 
and John, he took her by the band; 
and at his command, ſhe revived, a- 
roſe, and walked round the cham - 
ber to the amazement of them all. 

S. You told me that Jazrus was 
a ruler of the ſynagogue, Pray, what 
office was that? 

T. Some have thought that the 
ruler of the ſynagogue was the preſi- 
dent of the conhitory of the twen- 
ty-three judges, who were appoint- 
ed in every city to puniſh all of- 
tences, that were not capital. Others 
confine this office to the ſpirituali- 


ty, and look upon him as a Jeading 


man in the fynagogue of Capernaum, 
who had in a great meaſure, under 
his direction, ſuch things, as related 
to the ſervice of God, If fo, Jai- 
rus was not the principal or preſi - 
dent, the head or maſter of the ſy- 
nagogue, but only a preſbyter or el- 
dey, or one of the chief rulers of the 
ſ;nagogue at Capernaum. 

S. Did Jeſus work no more mi- 
racles at this time? 

T. Yes: In his return from the 
houſe of {airzs, he was followed by 
two blind men to his houſe, whom 
he alſo cured; and by a multi- 
tude of people, who brought him a 
Dimoniac, poſſeſſed by a dumb de- 
vil, which he caſt out. But tho” 
the dumb man was reſtored to his 
ſpeech, the Phariſees {till * 
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ed in their malice, and endeavoured 
to petſwade the people, that our Sa- 
viour was only an emiſſary of the 
devil. 

S. How long did Jeſus ſtay here? 

T. He ſoon departed with his 
diſciples, and paſſing through other 
parts of Galilee, he at laſt arrived at 
Nazareth, where he had been edu- 
cated in his youth. 

S. How did his neighbours re- 
ceive him ? 

T. He went into the ſynagogue 
on the ſabbath-day, and preached 
unto them : but, though aſtoniſhed 
at his abilities, they rejected his doc- 
trine, and reflected on the mean- 
neſs of his parentage, and employ- 
ment of a carpenter in his youthful 
days. 

S. How did Jeſus brook this il] 
uſage ? 

T. He would not exert his mira - 
culovs power, except in the cure of 
a few fick perſons; and upbraiding 
them for their znfidelity, he ſoon de- 
parted thence, with this ſevere re- 
buke : A prophet never wants honour, 
but in bis own country. 

S. What courſe did he take at 
his departure from Nazarech f 

T. He viſited moſt of the cities 
and villages of Galilee, teaching in 
their ſynagogues, preaching the goſ- 
pel, and curing all manner of diſ- 
caſes. | 

S. Did his apoſtles accompany 
him in all theſe journeys ? 

T, Hitherto they had continued 
with him. But. ſoon after his laſt 
departure from Nazareth, perceiv- 
ing that he was followed by mul- 
titudes from diſtant parts, he com- 
miſſioned his apeſtles to penetrate 
into the remoteſt parts of Fudza, 
by two and two in a place, while 


he continued his miniſtry alone in 
Galilee, and the neighbouring places, 
S. What was the purport of their 
commiſſion ? 
T. He inveſted them with full 
power to cure all diſeaſes, to caſt 
out devils, and to raiſe the dead in 


his name. He reſtrained their mi- 


niſtry to the Hraelites alone. Gave 
them ſome directions for their be- 
haviour ; bid them expect per ſecu- 
tions for his ſake : and promiſed to 
puniſh thoſe in the day of judgment 
that rejected their word, and to 
reward thoſe that received them 
kindly. 

S. Did the apoſtles as the Lord 
commanded them ? | 

J. Ves: They penetrated in- 
to the remoteſt parts of Paleſtine, 
preached the goſpel and repentance 
to the Fews ; and wrought miracles 
in confirmation of the truth there- 
of : than which, nothing could be 
a greater proof of Chriſi's divinity : 
for no magician, or worker of mi- 
racles ever pretended to delegate 
their virtue to others, or to impart 
their power to them, upon the in- 
vocation of their names, or belief 
of their doctrine. To transfer a 
miraculous power to a man, and to 
give authority and ſtrength to a 
creature to do that, which he him- 
ſelf alone can do, is an infallible e- 
vidence of one, who hath power 
over all, and the cauſes of all things 
at his beck. | 

S. What happened to Jeſus du- 
ring the miſſion of his apoſtles ? 

T. He no doubt performed many 
mighty works: but as his apoſtles 
were not preſent, they have given us 
no particular account of them, And 
juſt as they were returned, Feſus 
received the news of the murder of 
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John the Baptiſt, in the caſtle Ma- 
cherus, about two leagues, beyond 
Jordan, at the requeſt of the daugh · 
ter of Herodias, the inceſtuous wife 
of Herod Antipas. 

S. Why at her requeſt ? 
T. Herodias ſtomached the re- 

monſtrance of the Baptift againſt 
her marriage with Herod, the brother 
of her former huſband yet alive : and 
had tutored her daughter upon a 
proper occaſion to afk his head of 
her father Herod, who had John 
confined, Herod had made a great 
entertainment on his birth: day, for 


the chief of his nobles. His daugh- 


ter's behaviour thereat gave him ſo 
much ſatisfaction, that he volunta- 
rily offered to grant her any re- 
queſt, She cloſed with the oppor- 
tunity, and demanded the head of 
John the Baptiſt. 


S. Did Herd make no demur at 


ſo ftrange a requeſt ? 

T. Yes: Herod was ſhocked to 
hear ſuch a motion of uncommon 
barbarity, made by a perſon of her 
age and quality, and before ſo au- 
guſt an aſſembly. Beſides, he re- 
rained a good opinion of St. John's 
behaviour, and dreaded the reſent- 
ment of the people, as ſoon as his 
death ſhould be made known; for 
they eſteemed him to be a juſt and 
holy nan: not to mention the con- 
trariety of ſuch an action to the 
gay and merry intention of the feaſt, 
and the bad opinion it was like to 
give the more thinking part of the 
company concerning himſelf. 

S. Did he at laſt yield to her ſo- 


licitations ? 


T. He did: And by way of ex- 


cuſe, pleaded the neceſſity of per - 
forming his promiſe, which he had 
confirmed with an oath ; and the 
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reſpect he bore to the noble aſſem 
bly there preſent. 
S. How was this execution per- 
formed ? PE bod 
T. Herd ſent one of his guards 
to cut off his head, and he returned 
with it, and delivered it by Herod's 
command to the young lady, before 
the aſſembly broke up. oh LM 
S. What became of John's body? 
T. His diſciples were permitted 
to bury it decently at Samaria, as 


it is commonly believed ; becauſe, 


in the time of Julian the Apoſtate, 
his tomb was found there, broke 
open, and his bones were burnt by 
the heathens of that place. As for 
his head, no doubt but the cruel a- 
dultereſs Heradias, to whom her 
daughter delivered it, took care to 


deſtroy it utterly. Yet I have been 


informed by travellers in papiſÞcoun= 
tries, that the eccleſiaſticks impoſe 
no leſs than fix heads of this faint 
upon their credulous devotees in 
different nations, 

S. Did theſe murderers eſcape 
the juſt vengeance of God? 

7. God's vengeance ſoon over- 
took them all. Herodias was proud 
as well as cruel. She, envying the 
glory of her brother Agrippa, whom 
Caliguia had made a king, perſwad- 
ed Herod to repair to Rome, to ſo- 
licit the ſame title for himſelf, who 
now was only a tetrarch, But when 
Herod was come into. the empe- 
ror's power, his unjuſt government 
having made him obnoxious, he in- 
ſtead of ſucceeding in his requeſt, 
was deprived of his government, 
and baniſhed with his wife Heradi- 


as, to Lyons, in France; where they 


lived in diſgrace and died miſerably. 


As to the daughter; Necephorus te- 


lates, that as ſhe was walking over 
Aag ; {>> "IBF 
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the ice in winter; the ice broke, and 
let her in up to the head, and then 
meeting again, ſevered it from her 
body. 
S. What did Jeſus upon the news 
of this execution? . 

T. He croſſed the ſea of Galle, 
and retired with his diſciples only, 
to a deſert near Bethſaida. 

S. What reaſon had Jeſus to fear 
Herod ? 

T. Hered hearing of the miracles 
done by Jeſus and his apoſtles, im- 
mediately upon the death of John 
the Baptiſt, was perſwaded that it 
was John returned to life again to 
avenge his death. Jeſus therefore 
knowing the ſubtilty and cruelty 
of that prince, thought it beſt to 
retite out of his reach; becauſe, 
his hour was not yet come. 

S. How long did Jeſus lie con- 
cealed in that deſert ? 

T. Not at all. For the people 
gueſſing by the courſe he ſteered, 
where he intended to land, got in- 
to the deſert almoſt as ſoon as he, 
though they were forced to traverie 
a great tract of land. Their zeal 
obliged him to ſhew himſelf open - 
ly, and taking his diſciples with 
him to the top of a mountain, be 
preached the goſpel to the multi- 
tude that followed; cured their ſick 
and diſeaſed; and though they ex- 
ceeded 5000 men, women, and 
children, he fed them with only five 
barley loaves, and two ſmall fiſhes ; 
which ſmall pittance Jeſus fo in- 
creaſed by his bleſſing, that after all 
of them had eaten, and were full, 
his diſciples filled twelve baſkets 
with the fragments that remained ; 
by which the greatneſs and reality 
of the miracle was manifeſted. 

8. What ſaid the people to this 
miracle ? 


T. They readily acknowledged 
him to be the Meſſiab. And had he 
not immediately ſent his diſciples 
back again by ſea to Capernaum, and 
diſmiſſed the people, they would 
have proclaimed him their king by 
force. 

S. Did the diſciples obey ? 

T. They took ſhipping. But Je- 
ſus continued aſhoar in prayer and 
meditation, till after midnight, 
When knowing that his diſciples 
were toſſed by a great ſtorm on the 
lake, and in danger of being loſt, 
he, to demonſtrate his omnipotence, 
and the divinity of his power and 
perſon, walked on the ſea to their 
ſhip; and though his firſt appear- 
ance ſtruck them with fear, left 
it was the evil ſpirit, ſuppoſed to 
have raiſed the ſtorm, he not only 
made himſelf known to them, but 
obliged the winds to ceaſe, and 
brought them ſaſe to the deſired 
port. 

S. Why did Jeſus ſend his diſci- 
ples away firit? 

T. Leſt they ſnould join with the 
multitude to force him to be their 
king. | | 

S. Why did Jeſus ſtay behind? 

T. To evade the reſolution of 
the people, who perchance were de- 
termined to proclaim him their 
king, had he attempted to have 
made off with his diſciples ; for they 
not meeting with him next morn- 
ing, as they expected, on the moun- 
tain, followed with all expedition 
to Capernaum. 

S. How was he received at his 
return ? | 

T. The inhabitants immediate- 
ly brought their ſick and diſeaſed 
on beds, and laid them before him 
in the ſtreets, beſeeching bim to 

permit 
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permit them only to touch the bor · 
der of his garment; and as many 
as touched it were made whole. 

S. Did the multitude perſiſt in 
their reſolution to make him their 
king ? | 

T. As Jeſus could not hide him- 
ſelf from them, he took another me- 
thod to beat them off from a deſign 
ſo contrary to his miſſion. For when 
they with much ſurprize, queſtion- 
ed him, How he had got thither © He 
did not ſatisfy their curioſity, but 
took an opportunity ſo to diſcourſe 
of ſpiritual bleſſings under the figures 
and metaphors of bread and wine, 
and to urge the merits of his future 
death and Paſſion, as to gravel the in- 
tellects of his hearers ſo much, that 
they, miſtaking the words in a li- 
teral, which he intended in a ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe ¶ Fohn vi. 60.) could no 
longer believe him to be the Meſ- 
ab, entirely deſerted him, and his 
very apoſtles began to murmur at 
his doctrine, 

S. What ſaid Jeſus to his mur- 
muring diſciples ? 

T. He queſtioned their fidel:ty ; 
and though Peter in the name of 
the reſt, declared their belief that 
he was the Meſſiab, the ſon of the 
living God, and their fixed reſolu- 
tion to abide with him; Jeſas on 
this occaſion gave them to under - 
ſtand, that he knew one of the 12 
would prove a traytor. 

S. Did Jeſus go up to Ferufalem 
at the paſſever this year? 

T. The evangeliſts are ſilent on 
this head. But it is moſt probable 
that he, who came to fulfil all righ- 
teouſneſs, would not, ſet' ſo bad an 
example, as to neglect that great 
ordinance, which was not yet abro- 
gated, Vet, as no one was obliged 


to continue longer there, than he 
had eat the paſſover, and the rulers 
of the Jets at Feruſalem had con- 
trived to ſeize him, and to put him 
to death, Jeſus cannot be ſuppoſed 
to have ſhewn himſelf openly at this 
third paſſover ; but he rather muſt 
be allowed to have returned into 
Galilee, as ſoon as the feaſt was o- 
ver. And this I apprehend was the 
very reaſon why thoſe rulers, find- 
ing he had ſlipped out of their power, 
ſent a ſelect number of their more 
crafty phariſees and ſcribes after him, 
to ſpy into his actions, and to cri- 
ticize into his doctrine. 

S. Were they able to convict him 


of any fault? 


T. They accuſed him and his 
diſciples of a breach of their tradi- 
lions; becauſe they did not waſh 
their hands before they did eat. 


S. What do you mean by the 
tradiutons ? 


T. The traditions of the Fewiſh 


church were founded upon a pre- 
ſumption that Moſes, beſides the 
written books of the law, had re- 
ceived from Gop and delivered to 
Jaſbua, and he to the elders of H- 
rael, many obligations by oral con- 
veyance only; till Ezra, after the 
Batyloniſh captivity, collected them 
into 72 books, called the Cabbala, 
and committed to the care and keep- 
ing of the ſucceeding heads of the 
Sanhedrim, down to the deſtruction 
of Feruſalem. About a hundred 
years after this, R. Judas, the fon 
of Simon, compoſed another book of 
them, which he dignified with the 
excellent title of the Miſbna, or ſe- 
cond law ; and this is the moſt an- 
cient of all the collections of Je- 
jþ traditions, now extant. This 
Miſbna in about 300 years more, 

was 
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was compiled into a larger volume 
by R. Fonathan, who gave his work 
the name of the Talmud of Feruſa- 
lem. And again, this Talmud being 
augmented with another ſupple- 
ment, about a 100 years after its 
appearance, compiled from the tra- 
ditions ' retained among the Jews, 
that remained in Babylon, it came 
forth and was received by the title 
of the Talmud of Babylon: which 
are the ſtandard by which the Fews 
all over the world, are governed in 
eccleſiaſtical matters, to this day. 

S. How did Jeſus anſwer their 
accuſation ? 

T. He anſwered them by way of 
recrimination, and ſhewing them in 
the particular inſtance of the corban, 
that their traditions made the com- 
mandments of GoD of none effect. 
He turned from them in diſdain, and 
informed the people, that true pie- 
ty did not conſiſt in outward cere- 
monies, but in a fincere obſervance 
of the laws of God; that the mind 
could never be defiled by what was 
put into the mouth, but that all 

{lutions of the ſoul proceed from 
within, and the corruption of the 
heart; and conſequently that the 
omitting to waſh before meat, which 
is a mere external rite, cannot ſtain 
the ſou]. 

S. What was the corban? 

T. It was a gift or offering to 


God, or to his temple. And the 


Jets having by their canons or 
traditions, decreed that nothing ſo 
devoted ſhould be touched, be the 
neceſſity ever ſo urgent; they made 
the /aw of hanouring, and ſubſiſting 
their father and mother of none ef- 
ſect, by pretending that whatever 
their parents requeſted of them, was 
a corban, E | 


S. How did the Phariſees like 
this anſwer ? 

T. Not at all. Yet though he 
did not value their cenſure, and de- 
clared them to be blind leaders of the 
blind, Feſus quitted their country, 
and reſolved to conceal himſelf on 
the borders of Tyre and Sidon. 

S. I remember you gave me a 
deſcription of Tyre before: but pray, 
What ſort of a place was Sidon? 

T. It was ſuppoſed to be one of 
the moſt ancient cities in the whole 
world, founded by Sidon, the ſon of 
Canaan (Gen. x. 15.) ſurrounded 
by the fea, and formerly defended 
by a caſtle, built on an inacceſſable 
rock, This commodious ſituation 
on the Mediterranean ſea, about 
twenty miles from Tyre, made it a 
great place of trade, which brought 
in ſuch immenſe riches, that the 
luxury of its inhabitants became a 
proverb in the ſcripture phraſe 
( Fuages xviii. 7.) It was former- 
ly adorned with many beautiful fa- 
bricks, as the pillars, which now 
lie ſcattered without its walls, re- 
monſtrate: but though it is ſtill a 
well inhabited town, it is fallen 
much from its ancient extent and 
ſplendor. The co/ts or territories 
of Tyre and Sidon, is the ſame tract 
of land as the Greeks called Phœni- 
cia, and afterwards Syro-Phænicia, 
when it became a province of Syria. 

S. Could Feſus lie concealed as 
intended ? 

T. No: He was ſoon diſcovered 
by a Syro-Phanician woman, who 
beſought him to cure her daughter, 
ſadly tormented with a devil. And 
ſhe requeſted this favour with ſo 
much humility, faith, and reliance 
on his divine power, that, notwith- 
ſtanding her being a heathen, oy 
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he had hitherto confined his preach- 
ing and miracles to Judea, and the 
left ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, he 
granted her petition ; tor when ſhe 
returned home, ſhe found her daugh - 
ter delivered from her piague and 
perfectly well. But Jeſus ſtaid not 
long here. 

S. What courſe did Jeſus take 
from the coaſts of Sidon? 

T. He took the rout of Decapo- 
lis; and from thence he directed his 
courſe to the ſea of Galilee: in which 
journey he cured a man that was 
deaf and dumb, by putting his fin- 
gers into his ears, and ſome of his 
ſpittle upon his tongue. 

S. Where was Dicapolis ſituated ? 

T. Eaſtward of Sidon, a country 
ſo called from its containing ten ci- 
ties only, of which Scythopol;s was 
the chief, Philadelphia the 2d, Ra- 
phanæ the 3d, Gadara the 4th, Hyp- 
pos the 5th, Dion the 6th, Pella the 
7th, Geraſa the 8th, Canatha the 
gth, and Damaſcus the 10th. 

S. Why did Jeſus put his fingers 
into the man's ears, and his ſpittle 
on his tongue? 

T. He uſed theſe viſible ſigns to 
excite the obſervation and attention 
of the people looking on : not that 
they were either capable or recel- 
ſary to effect their cure; but to re- 
preſent the divine inviſible virtue, 
which was inherent in him. 


S. Did he perform any other re- 


markable thing in this country ? 


T. He repaired to a neighbour - 


ing mountain; and not only cured 
all thoſe that were diſeaſed and re- 
paired unto him; but fed four 
thouſand men, beſides women and 
children, that followed him, for 
three days ſucceſſively, with ſeven 


{eaves and a few ſmall fiſhes, After 


Jzsus cureth the Deaf and Dumb, c. 
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which, he withdrew from the won- 
dering multitude, and embarked 
with his diſciples for the coaſt of 
Daimanutha. 


S. I think St. Matthew ſays, 
Magdala? 

7. He does ſo: But you muſt 
know, that as Dalmanutha and Mag- 
dala lay near together on the ſame 
coaſt, it is probable that Dalmanu- 
tha was within the precincts of Mag- 
dala, or at leaſt that the coaſt took 
its name indifferently from either 
place, as every body pleaſed to call it. 

S. Did Jeſus work any miracles 
at Dalmanutha? 

T. No: For being attacked by 
the Phariſees and Sadducees upon 
his firſt landing, who demanded 
a ſign from heaven in proof of his 
being the Meſſiab, he only upbraid - 
ed their blindneſs and unbelief, and 
as he had done before, at Caperna- 
um, remitted them to the miracle 
of his own reſurrection, and ſailed 
back immediately with his diſciples 
in ſuch a hurry, that they forgot to 
furniſh themſelves with bread for 
their paſſage. | 

S. Where did they ſteer their 
courſe ? 

T. ToBethſaida; and in the way, 
Jeſus bid his diſciples to beware of 
the leaven of the Phariſees, which 
was the ſuperſtitious obſervance of 
the traditions above mentioned; and 
of the Sadducees, which was their 
particular tenets, as the denial of 
the exiſtence of angels and devils, 
the reſurrection of the body, and 
the immortality of the ſoul ; be- 
cauſe, outward obſervances avail no- 
thing to the ſanctification of the 
ſoul ; and doctrines that deprive us 
of all hopes of happineſs in a future 
ſtate, ſubvert religion, 

S. Did 
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S. Did Jeſus do any wonderful 
works at Bethſaida? 

T. The inhabitants of this city 
had given too great proofs of their 
incredulity for him to oblige them 
with any more ſigns from heaven; 
ſo that when they brought a blind 
man to him for cure, he took him 
out of the city, cured him, and 
charged him not to difcover what 
he had done for him to any of the 
inhabitants of that place. From 
whence he departed to Cæſarea Phi- 
kppi, which was the Laiſb or Le- 
chem of the Canaanites, the Dan of 
the Iſraelites, and the Paneas of the 
heathens, from the ſpring Paneum 
or Panion, the fountain head of 

ordan, near to which this city was 
built. Herod the Great, gave this 
City to his ſon Philip, who reſided 
there, rebuilt and beautified it, made 
it the capital of his dominions of 
Tturza and Trachomties ; and in ho- 
nour to Tiberius Cz/ar ; his patron, 
called it Cæſarea, and to perpetuate 
his own name, as well as to diſtin- 
guiſh it from the Cæſarea, built by 
his father on the Mediterranean, in 
honour of Auguſtus Cæſar, he ad- 
ded the name Philippi. 

8. What paſſed during his ſtay 
at this place? | 

T. We have no record of any 
miracles wrought at this time. But 
Feſus confined his diſcourſe entirely 
to his apoſtles, whoſe faith he was 
reſolved to try by the following ex- 
pedient. He demanded of them, 
what opinion mankind had of him? 
And in particular, Whom they 
themſelves took him to be? To 
which they diſtinctly replied, That 
the people were divided in their ſen- 
timents about him ; for that ſome, 


who had imbibed the notion of the 
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Phariſees, that a good man might eg. 

fily return to life again, believed him 
to be John the Baptiſt, riſen from the 
dead : that others, who expected a 
powerful and rich Meſſab, could 
not think he was more than Elias, 
who according to the common ex- 
pectation of the Jes, was to come 
from heaven before the Meſſiah, and 
to anoint him, when he came: and 
finally, that others looked upon him 
to be Jeremias, or ſome other an- 
cient prophet reſtored to life again. 
And then Peter, as the tongue and 
foreman of the apoſtolical fraterni- 
ty, declared in the name of all the 
apoſtles, e believe and are ſure, 
that thou art that Chriſt, the ſon of 
the hving Gad. 

S. Did Jeſus accept that title? 

7. He not only allowed their 
confeſſion to be true; but declared 
that they could not have known it, 
had not his heavenly father reveal- 
ed it to them, by giving them teach- 
able and intelligent minds to per- 
ceive by the docttine and miracles 
of Chriſt, that he was the true /1/e/- 

ſiah, notwithſtanding his mean and 
obſcure appearance. 

S. Did not Feſus commend Pe- 
ter's faith in particular? 

T. No: Not as his particular 
faith, but as the faith of all his a- 
poſtles; upon whom, and this faith, 
as a foundation ſtone, he now pro- 
miſed to build his church, ſo firm- 
ly, that neither the tyranny of men, 
nor the power of the devil, ſhould 
ever be able to prevent its eſtabliſn- 
ment upon earth, nor to deſtroy it 
at any time; for that he would al- 
ways to the end of the world, pre- 
ſerve a ſociety of men that ſhould 
confeſs that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the 
fon of the living God, as they _ 
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done by the mouth of Peter, and 
that they and their ſucceſſors ſnould 
have power to keep the keys of the 
kingdom of Heaven, or to rule and 
govern his church, to exclude the 
diſobedient, and to receive again in- 
to their communion ſuch as ſhould 
teſtify their faith by a ſincere repen- 
tance, 

S. Did Feſus from this time de- 
clare himſclf openly to be the Meſ- 
frah ? 

T. No: He even forbade the a- 
poſtles to make it known to any 
man, leaſt they ſhould be too la- 
viſh in the commendations of him, 
and jt might be judged a confede- 
racy between them to deceive the 
people. And to deter them from 
any wordly or temporal advantages, 
that they might expect from being 
the diſciples of the Meſſiah, be im- 
mediately foretold them of what he 
had to ſuffer, and talked openly of 
his death, paſſion, and reſurrection, 
And he inſiſted ſo much on the 
greatneſs and certainty of them, 
that Peter undertook to diſſwade 
him from going up to Feruſalem, 
where Jeſus ſaid he ſhould be put 
to death. | 

S. What reply did Jeſus make to 
Peter? | 

T. He rebuked him ſharply with 


a get thee behind me, Satan, thou 


art an offence to me: or, thou art fo 
far from acting a friendly and faith- 
ful part in this thy advice of /elf- 
indulgence, and my preſervation, 
that thou acts like an adver/ary (or 
Satan, Numb. xxii. 32. 2 Sam. xix. 
23. 1 Kings, v. 4, Cc.) in endea- 
vouring to draw me from doing, 
what is my father's will and com- 
mand; which is by my ſufferings 
to be a propitiation for the fins of 
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the whole world. After this per- 
ſonal rebuke of Peter, Jeſus to 
take away all expectations of world - 
ly grandeur in a temporal kingdom, 
to be erected by him, calls all his 
diſciples and tells them, that they 
who delired to abide with him, 
muſt renounce the pomp of this 
world, and prepare themſelves to 
ſuffer for his ſake, without any o- 
ther expectations than to be reward- 
ed by him in the kingdom of Hea- 
ven. A declaration ſo contrary to 
human inclinations could not but 
be attended with ſome tokens of 
dread; and therefore to revive their 
hearts, Jeſus ſet out immediately 
for mount Tabor, where he arrived 
in about eight days, and taking 
Peter, James, and John, up to 
the top of it, he vouchſafed to 
ſtrengthen and confirm them in 
their faith, by a ſpecimen of his fu- 
ture glory, For while he prayed, 
he was ſuddenly transformed into 
an appearance that exceeded the ſun 
in brightneſs, which darted from 
his face and body, through his gar- 
ments, that made them appear whi- 
ter than ſnow. He was alſo viſited 
by Moſes and Elias; which ſo ſur- 
prized Peter, that without conſide- 
ration, he begged of Fe/us, that they 
might continue in that happy place, 
and ered three tents, one for him, one 
for Moſes, and one for Elias, But 
both Peter, and the other two apoſ- 
tles, were preſently ſo ſurprized with 
a voice from heaven, ſaying, This 
is my beloved ſon, in whom I am tell 
pleaſed, hear ye him, that they fell 
proſtrate on the earth, till Maſes 
and Elias were vaniſhed : and Je- 
ſus being left alone, came and en- 
couraged them to look up. 


S. Had 
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S. Had the apoſtles any more 
doubts concerning Jeſus after this? 

T. Yes: Feſus, as they came 
down from the mount, having for- 
bade them to publiſh what they 
had ſeen, until he was riſen from the 
dead ; and they having been taught 
out of their law, that Chr:/? was to 
abide for ever, and that of his king- 
dom there ſhould be no end; could not 
reconcile his death to the predicti- 
ons of the prophets, and their own 
conceptions of his temporal king- 
dom.—Again, they ſtumbled at the 
common expectation of Elias's com- 
ing upon the earth before the Me- 
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S. What ſatisfaction did our Sa- 
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viour give them to theſe doubts ! 

T. As to the firſt, there was no 
convincing them; nor does it appear 
that they were ſatisfied in that point, 
till Jeſus appeared to them after hi 
reſurrection; for nothing is more 
certain than when Chriſt was dead, 
their bopes alſo died with him 
( Luke xxiv. 21.) But he no ſooner 
appeared to them after his reſurrec- 
tion, than theſe hopes revived, which 
put them upon that remarkable que- 
ry, —Wilt thou, at this time, reſtort 
the kingdom to Iſrael PAs to the 
ſecond difficulty, Jeſus ſignified un. 
to them that John the Baptift was 
come before him in the ſpirit and 
power of Elias. 


CHAT FT. 


CHRisT cures the 


poſſeſſed Lunatic. 


Fertels bis Death, and 


recommends Humility and Fergiveneſs. Pays Tribute. Preach- 


eth boldly, 


nels. 


Pardons the Adultreſs. Promiſeth eternal Life. 
Stateth the true Noticn of a Neighbour. 


Condemns Covetoul- 


Cures the crooked Woman, and the Man born blind. 


Aeris his own Divinity, Cures @ dropſical Man. Shews the 


bad Conſequence of Uncharitableneſs. 


VOTrces. 


&c. &c. 
S. W AS this tranfiguration by 


day or in the night? 

T. It is ſuppoſed to have been in 
the night; not only becauſe that 
time is the moſt proper for the diſ- 
play of ſuch a bright appeatance, 
but the ſeepy heavineſs of Peter and 


his companions at that time ſeems 


to confirm it. 
S. What became of the other 

diſciples, whom 7e/us had left be- 

hind him ? | . 
T. The Scribes finding them a- 


States the Caſe of Di- 


Shews the Danger of Riches. Cures two blind Men, 


lone, preſſed them to attempt the 
cure of one poſſeſſed with a devil, 
that deprived him both of his bear- 
ing and ſpeech, and convulſed him 
in ſuch a manner, that he would 
fall down in a moment with diſ- 
mal ſhrieks and foamings: and 
was not only in danger of falling 
into the fire and water, but would 
tare himſelf in a moſt horrid man 
ner. 
S. Could the diſciples cure him? 
T. No: And when Jeſus re- 
5 turned, 


turned, the Scribes were inſulting 
the diſciples on that account; and 
endeavoured from their inability, 


to perſwade the people that Jeſus 


could caſt out devils, only by Bel- 


Zebub.— But Jeſus coming in the 


nick of time, ſtopped the mouths 
of all the gain- ſayers, by firſt re- 
proaching them all for their unbe- 
lief, and then by performing a per- 
fe& cure on the Demoniac, and de- 
livering him to his father perfectly 
cured; though the devil in open 
league with the Scribes againſt Je- 


ſus, reſiſted with all his power, and 


would not depart at the command 
of Jeſus till he had frightened the 
company with hideous out- cries, 
torn and diſtorted the patient, and 
left him breathleſs upon the ground. 

S. Why could not the diſciples 
caſt him out ? 

T. Becauſe of their infidelity 


(Matt. xvii. 20.) And the want of 


neceſſary preparation for ſo great 
a work. 

S. What preparation was requir- 
ed of the diſciples of Chriſt on this 
occaſion? 


T. Prayer and Faſting ( Matt. 


 Xvil. 21. 


S. Did Jeſus ſtay here any time? 

T. No: He proceeded immedi- 
ately through Galilee towards Ca- 
pernaum. In which journey, Je- 
ſus, a ſecond time foretold his own 
death, and recommended to them 
humility and forgiveneſs of injuries. 
But the apoſtles, intoxicated with 
the hopes of being exalted to the 
government of a temporal kingdom 
by Jeſus, whom now they believ- 
ed to be the Meſſiah and ſon of God, 


began to aſpire, and to diſpute pri- 


vately among themſelves, which of 
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them ſhould have the chief place 


of dignity under their maſter. 

S. What did Jeſus on this oc- 
caſion? 

T. He gave them to underſtand, 
that he knew all their private con- 
verſation and ambitious thoughts 
and gave an effectual check to any 
future expectations of the ſame 
kind, by a poſitive declaration that 
his kingdom is not of this world; 
and that the beſt way ſor any one 
to become great in his ſpiritual 
kingdom, is to be lowly in his 
own eſteem ; meek and humble to 
all his fellow creatures; and to 
mortify all his inordinate affec- 
tions, though as dear to him as an 
eye, a hand, or a foot. And he 
not only rebuked and condemned 
thoſe that were the occaſion of 


ſcandal and offences, or laying a 


ſtumbling block, which might de- 
ter any one from embracing the 
true faith, or ſeduce them from it ; 
but he preſcribed ſome excellent 
rules in relation to brotherly re- 
proof, church cenſures, and for- 
giveneſs of injuries. And then ac- 
cording to his cuſtom, the bleſſed 
Jeſus enforced his doctrine and ex- 
hortations—. 

S. How did Jeſus enforce the 
doctrine of meetneſs and humility ? 

T. He called a little child, and 
ſetting him in the midſt of his diſ- 
ciples, ſaid unto them, Except ye 
be converted | from thoſe ambitious 
thoughts, I have juſt diſcovered in 
you] and become as humble as] 
little children, ye ſhall not enter in- 
to the kingdom of Heaven, [which 
I am come to open with the price 
of my blood. ] 1Yhofoever therefore 


ſhall humble himſe{f as this little child, 


the 
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the ſame is greateſt in the kingdom of ſus, becauſe he was not one of 


beaven. 
S. How did he enforce the great 
duty +” jy penn; of injuries? 
T. By a parable of a certain 
king, who having compaſſionately 
forgiven one of his ſervants a debt 
of 1,875,000 l. or ten- thauſand ta- 
. tents, 6 he was not able to 
pay him ſo great a debt; and after- 
wards hearing that fame ſervant 
had rejected the petition of one that 
owed him only a hundred pence, or 
31. 25. 6 d. Sterling, and caſt this 
: r inſolvent debtor into priſon ; 
he ſent for the mercileſs man, up- 
braided him with baſeneſs and cru- 
elty, and ordered him to be caſt 
into priſon, till he ſhould diſcharge 
the whole debt of 1,875,000 /. 
And then concluded, Even /o ſball 
my heavenly father deal with all ſuch 
as will not forgive their brother 
bis treſpaſſes. By which we learn 
that intereſting leſſon, That al- 
though our ſins have been once 
forgiven, they may by a forfeiture 


of that pardon, on account of our 
be again 


future miſbehaviour, 
charged upon us by the juſtice of 
God: for God's pardons in this 
life are never abſolute; are always 
granted upon ſome condition on our 
part; and thus we pray, Our Fa- 
ther forgive us our Treſpaſſes, As 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
10 


LN | 
S. Did this diſcourſe hold out 


till they arrived at Capernaum ? 


T. Almoſt. But as they were 
approaching near that city, John, 
his beloved diſciple interrupted him 
with an account of a certain ſtran- 
ger, whom he had forbidden to 
caſt out devils in the name of Je- 


their company. 
S. What ſaid Jeſus to this infor- 


mation? 


T. Jeſus blamed John for what 
he had done in the caſe; and ad- 


ded, that whoever did a miracle * 


in his name could not be an ene- 
my to his perſon. 

S. How could a perſon that did 
not follow Chriſt, caſt out devils 
in his name? 

T. I will anſwer you by redu- 
eing the opinions of the beſt com- 
mentators under three heads. 1/2, 
This perſon might believe in Jeſus 
without being one of his conſtant 
attendants : he might embrace his 
doctrine, though he did not follow 
his perſon. 2dly, He might do 
miracles in the name of FJeſus 
Chri/?, without being one of his 
true diſciples, even as Judas is 
ſuppoſed to have done, and thoſe, 
others, to whom our Lord, will 
in the day of judgment profeſs, I 
never knew you, depart from me, ye 
workers of iniquity (Matt. vii. 23.) 
Or 34h, He might be a diſciple of 
John the Baptiſt, and ſo do his mi- 
racles in the name of Chrift, ſbort- 
ly to come. But by what means ſo- 
ever it was that he did them, it is 
no ſmall confirmation of the truth 
of Chriſtianity, that our bleſſed Sa- 
viour's name was thus powerful, 
even amongſt thoſe, that did not 
follow him; and therefore were 
incapable of doing any thing, by 
way of compact with him. 

S. How was Jeſus received at 
Capernaum? 

T. The collectors for the half 
ſhekel, which every Jew that was 
twenty years old, was obliged to 
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R b / c , OW 


— * —Q0 © v 


W Oo 


* 


i 


Jr sbs payeth Tribute, and ſendeth forth — Diſciples. 369 


pay to buy ſacriſices and other 
things neceſſary for the ſervice of 
the temple annually, came and de- 
manded this tax from Peter for his 
S. Did Jeſus pay it? 
185 — _ into the houſe 


where they had taken their abode, 


to acquaint Jeſus with this demand. 


But Jeſus intercepted his words, 
ſaying, Of whom do the kings of the 
Gentiles tale tribute? Of their own 


children, ar of. ſtrangers Peter 
anſwered, Of ftrangers. If ſo (ſaid 
Jeſus) then. the children [1 that am 
the ſen of God, and ye that are my 
dome/ticks] are free. However, Je- 
ſus, who never oppoſed any thing, 


that was not evil, and ſtudied to 


avoid all occaſions of offence, or- 
dered Peter to pay their demands, 
which was a /he4el for Jeſus and 
Peter only. 


S. Where did Peter get the mo- 
ney ? 


7 Jeſus had juſt then aſſerted 
his being the /o of Gd; and to 
confirm that aſſertion, he ordered 
Peter to caſt a hook into the ſea, 
and to give that piece of money to 
the collectors, which he ſhould find 
in the mouth of the firſt fiſh he 
ſhould take, which was a later or 


four drachmas, or one ſbetel, in our 


money about half a crown. 
S. Why did they not aſſeſs the 


reſt of the apoſtles? 


T. Becauſe theſe two only were 


deemed inhabitants of Capernaum; 
ſo the collectors left the other a- 
poſtles to be aſſeſſed in their ſeve- 
ral places of abode. 


S. Did Jeſus do any mighty 


works at this time in Capernaum? 
T. It does not appear that he 
did; for about this time, the feaſt 


— 


of tabernacles drawing near, he de- 
termined to keep that feaſt at Fe- 
ruſalem ; though he did not reſolve 


ſome of his relations, whether he 


would or not; when they out of 
vanity were very earneſt with him 


to go and work miracles, before 


the great concourſe of people af- 


ſembled on that /e/tival. 


S. Why would not Jeſus ſatis- 
fy his relations in this point? 
7. Becauſe they requeſted it, I 


ſay, more through vanity than good 
will. And again, be choſe to go 


up in a private manner, leaſt he 
ſhould awaken the jealouſy of his 
enemies, who were already burn- 
ing With envy... 

S. Which way did Jeſus take 
his tout?  -- © et 

T. Through the province of Sa- 
maria; the common rout of all the 
Galileans, when travelling to Je- 


ruſalem to celebrate their feſtivals, 


S. How was he received by the 


_ Samaritans f "I 
T. They were ſo exaſperated at 


his lighting their temple on mount 
Gerizim, to go to the temple at 


Jeruſalem, that they could not re- 


ceive him with conimon civility, 
and refuſed him lodging, and the 


common hoſpitality, which all paſ- 
ſengers have a right to, upon pay- 


ing for what they receive. 


S. How did Jeſus brook this ill 


uſage ? | | 

7. His diſciples James and Jobn, 
who on this occaſion had been de- 
puted to go before and provide ſodg- 
ings for Jeſus and his company, 


and were denied entrance into one 
of their villages, intreated Jeſus to 
exert his divine power, and, in 
imitation of Elias, to command 
fire from Heaven, to fall upon, 
ES | | Aud 
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and Lbs thoſe unhoſpitable Sa- 
maritans. But this ſpirit was ſo 


contrary to the ſpirit of Chriſt, that 


he publickly rejected their demand; 

diſavowed all fury and revenge, ex- 
horted them to meekneſs and love, 
declared that he was come into the 
world, not to deſtroy, but to ſave 
men's lives; and to convince them 
that he was always ready to prac- 
tice what he taught, he cured ten 
lepers in that very neighboured, 

where he had been ſo rudely treated. 
„. Did Elias ever call for fire 

From heaven ? 

7. Yes: But it was s by God's 
ſpecial. direction, to deſtroy thoſe 
captains and their companies, whom 
king Abaziab ſent out to appre- 
hend him. 

S. Did the whole country of Sa- 
maria uſe Jeſus in the ſame un- 
"hoſpitable manner? 
a0: He'got'a TER at 
another village, who in all proba- 
bility. were awed into a civil com- 
pliance, at the report of the mira- 
culous bleffing which Jeſus had be- 
ſtowed on their ten leperous neigh- 
bours: and before he arrived at the 
holy city, he commiſſioned ſeventy 
of his diſciples to go, two and two 
together, to preach the goſpel, and 
prepare the attention of other 
places, which he himſelf in a ſhort 
time intended to viſit. 

S. Can you give me the names 
of theſe ſeventy diſciples ? 

T. No: Scripture has not re- 
corded them; and the twenty- 
eight mentioned by Euſebius, Epi- 


Pbanius, and Papas, are ſo uncer- 


tain that I cannot give any credit 
to their report. 
S. Were theſe ſeventy ordained 


to the ſame degree in the church 
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as the apoſtles had been ordained 
before? 

7. They were ſent upon the 
ſame errand, and entruſted with 
the ſame powers, excepting the 
power of conferring the Holy Ghoſt, 
by the impoſition of hands, which 
was peculiar to the twelve (Acts 
viii. 14, Ec.) and therefore has 
always been looked upon as the 
proper diſtinction between the apo/- 
tles, and the ſeventy diſciples ; and 
between biſhops, who in the vecle- 
ſiaſtical ſtile, are called the ſucceſ- 
ſors of the apoſtles ; and preſbyters 
or prieſts, who, in the ſame ſtile, 
are generally looked upon as 
ſucceſſors of the ſeventy diſciples. 
When Jeſus had by this means dif- 
engaged himſelf from ſo many of 
his retinue, he was capable of tra- 
velling with greater privacy. _ 

S. Did not the Jews expect Je- 
ſus at the feaſt ? 

T. Yes; But as they could not 
find him for ſome days after the 


feaſt began ; every one talked of 


him as their inclinations led them. 


One cried him up for a good man; 
another accuſed him of impoſture 
and hypocriſy ; but at length, when 
they had loſt all hopes, Jeſus ſhew- 
ed himſelf openly about the fifth 
day of the fea/? ; which continued 
always eight days. 

S. How did Feſus ſhew Kinndel? 

T. He went and taught in the 
temple with ſo much power, free- 
dom, and intrepidity, that he con- 
vinced many that his doctrine was 
of divine inſpiration, that he was 
the. Meſſiah, and promiſed the fu- 
ture effuſion of the Holy Ghoft. 

S. What ſaid the . N. of the 
Sanhedrim ? 

7. They 
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T. They ſent officers to appre- 
hend him ; and no doubt, had the 
officers brought Feſus before them, 
they would have exerted their ut- 
moſt.power to take away his life, 

S.. Did not they bring him? 
T. No: The very officers were 
ſo taken with his perſon and preach- 
ing, that they alſo became his diſ- 
Ciples ; and returning without him, 
told the council that never man 
ſpake like him. 
S. Did not they ſend other of- 
ficers after him? 
T. No: They were exceeding 
angry at the report of their offi- 
cers; upbraided them for being ſo 
eaſily ſeduced, and for following 
the error of an ignorant mob; and 
threw ſome reflections on good 
Nicodemus, who was one of their 
alleflors, though ſecretly a diſciple 
of Chriſt; becauſe he urged the 
unlawfulneſs of condemning any 
1 unheard, as they ſeemed at 
aſt determined to do. However, 
Nicodemus inſiſted ſo much upon 
it, that the aſſembly broke up 
without any further proceedings a- 
AQainſt him. | | 
S. What was the reflection the 
council caſt upon Nicodemus ? 
T. Nicodemus was a native of 
Galilee ; fo that by way of con- 
tempt, the enemies of Jeſus, who 
ignorantly took him alſo for a Ga- 
lilean, urged that it was never 
known that Galilee had given birth 
to a prophet: which was a falſe 
aſſertion in every reſpect; for Je- 
ſus was born at Bethlehem in Fu- 
dea; and both the prophet Nahum, 
2 and Malachi, were born in 
alitee. FLEE. | 
S. Did Jeſus abſcond on this 
occaſion * | 


* 


T. No: At night, he as uſual, 
withdrew with his diſciples, to paſs 
the night in prayer on the mount of 
olives; but he returned to the tem 
ple betimes in the morning, and re- 
ſumed his inſtruction of the people. 
S. Did the rulers contrive no- 


thing to enſnare Jeſus? 


- p . 


7. Ves: The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees brought before him a wo» 
man taken in adultery, and deſired 
him to give his judgment in the 
caſe; that they might have an op- 
portunity to accuſe him either of 
aſſuming a judicial power, if he 
condemned her, or of breaking 
the law, if he ſhould acguit her. 

S. What did Jeſus do in this caſe? 
T. He acted agreeable to his di- 
vine wiſdom, he neither acquitted 
nor condemned her; but, as if he 
did not mind them, he ſtooped 


down, wrote ſomething upon the 


duſt of the pavement with his fin- 
ger; and at laſt, when much im- 
portuned, he raiſed himſelf and ſaid, 
He that is without fin among you, 


let him caſt the firſt ſtone; by 


which he did not excuſe the adul- 
tereſs, who by the law of Moſer, 
was guilty of death z nor did he 
prohibit magiſtrates to execute the 
laws againſt malefactors, even tho? 
they themſelves are not entirely 


exempt from {in ; but he reminded - 


them that they ſhould not be over 
haſty in paſſing judgment without 
plain evidence; and even then to 


execute it with compaſſion and 


tenderneſs, and with as much mo- 
deration, as the law will allow 


them; conſidering that they them 


ſelves are not free from guilt, but 
are as obnoxious to puniſhment for 
other ſins, as thoſe poor creatures 
are, who have fallen into crimes, 
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that are puniſhable by human judi- 


* 


F. What faid the inſidious Scribes, 

&c. to this anſwer ? 
T. They were aſhamed, and be- 
ing guilty, ſneeked away one by 
one, till the woman was left with- 
out ever an accuſer. 

S. What became of the woman? 
T. She remained; but when Fe- 

Jus found that her accufers were 
gone, and/ that no one had con- 
demned her; he repremanded her 
For the crime, and faid, Neither 
do IT condemn thee ; go, fin no more. 
d. What was the ſubje& of our 
Saviour's preaching to the people 
at this time in the temple ? 

T. He informed them of his di- 
vine miſ/ron and co-equality with 
the father. He declared his power 
to give eternal life to his follow- 
ers, and inſiſted upon the neceſſity 
of their believing in him. And he 
cloſed his inſtructions with ſuch 
nervous invectives againſt the wick- 
<d devices of thoſe, that with cauſe- 
leſs and inveterate malice ſought 
his life, that when he claimed a 
Fupertority above Abraham, they 
took up ftones to caft at him. 
Si. Did they ſtone him? 

T. No: He prevented their ma- 


ee by miraculouſly conveying him- 


ſelf out of their power, for the 
preſent. | 

S. Did Jeſus continue any lon- 
ger in 7eruſalem? _ 

T. He came again the next day 
Into the temple, and being aſked 
by a doQtor of the law, what was 
neceflary to be done to attain that 
eternal life, he had ſo liberally pro- 
miſed to his followers, he remitted 
him to the law, which requires no 
more than the love of God, and the 
love of our neighbour. | 


ſalem? 


S. Did this ſatisfy the doctor? 

7. No: He demanded farther, 
who he was to underſtand under 
the character of a neighbour ? To 
which queſtion Jeſus anſwered by 
a parable, in which he reprefented 
a Jeu in diſtreſs, neglected by one 
of his own priefts and Levites, and 
relieved by a Samaritan, who was 
not only a ſtranger, but abhorred 
by the Fews. And the doctor was 
immediately convinced that the 
phariſaical reſtraint of the word 
neighbour, to ſignify only thoſe of 
their own nation, their own reli- 
gion, and their own friends, and 
their permiſſion of the people to 
hate thoſe that differed from them 
in any of theſe reſpects, was high- 
ly. blameable ; and that the notion 
of a neighbour comprehends men 
of all nations and religions : for as 
God is no reſpecter of perfons, nei- 
ther muſt we be ſo, 

S. When did Jeſus leave Jeru- 


T. As ſoon as the feaf? of taber- 


nacles was ended. g 
S. What became of the ſeventy . 


diſciples ? 


T. They returned before Jeſus 
left Jeruſalem, and with great plea- 
ſure reported to Jeſus the ſucceſs 
of their miniftry, in which the ve- 
ry devils had been ſubject to his 
name only. _ . | 

S. Where did Jeſus go at his 
departure from Feraſalem ? 

. Towards Galilee; but he. 
ſtopped and refreſhed himfelf at the 
houſe of Martha, Mary, and La- 
zarus, in the little village of Be- 
thany, about two miles eat of Je- 
ru ſalem. | . 

S. What did Jeſus at this houſe ? 

T. Upon Mary's cloſe attention 

— 


Queſtions propoſed 7 and anfaered by JE sus. 


to his doctrine, and Martha's com- 
plaint that her ſiſter. Mary had left 
the whole burthen of the houſe- 
hold buſineſs upon her, Feſus took 
an opportunity to exhort Martha, 
and all that heard him, to ſeek firſt 
the kingdom of God, and his righ- 
teouſneſs ; and added, that the care 
of the ſoul, with re erence to. eter- 
nity, is to be our firſt and greateſt 
Care. 

S. What part of Galilee did Je- 
ſus viſit in his return? 

T. He is ſuppoſed to have paſſed 
through thoſe places, where his 
, diſciples had been preparing the 
way before him. In this journey 
he taught his ſeventy diſciples to 

ray in the ſame manner, as 

d taught his apoſtles; and ex- 
horted them to pray to God with 
fervour, importunity, and cohſtant 
perſeverance. 

S. Did not the an 7: purſue 
him ? 

T. Yes: Jeſus had caſt out a 
dumb devil, and they endeavoured 
as heretofore to perſuade the peo- 
ple, that he had done it by the 
power of the devil. Then finding 
him fit down to dinner without 
waſhing his hands, they would 
have cenſured him for a breach of 
their law. But Jeſus turned the 
tables upon them, and ſeverely in- 
veighed againſt their ridiculous ſu- 
perſtition of outward cleanlineſs, 
while they boggled at no manner 


of pride, hypocriſy, prevarication, 


and perſecution. This ſo exaſpe- 
rated the Phariſees, that they be- 
gan to try by enſnaring queſtions 
to draw ſomething from him, that 
they might take away his life. 
S. Where did this happen? 


T. In the houſe of a Phariſee, 
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that invited him to dinner. 

S. Did they try no other means 
to trapan him in his words and ac- 
tions? 

T. Yes: Another of the com- 
pany propoſed to commit a diffe- 
rence between him and his bro- 
ther, to the arbitration of Feſus. 


But becauſe ſuch an act was both 


foreign from his deſign of coming 
into the world, which was to pro- 
mote men's ſpiritual, rather than 


temporal intereſts, and might alſo 


have drawn upon him the envy 
and calumny of the Jewiſh rulers, 
who were legally appointed to ar- 


bitrate all differences in matter of 


property, between man and man, 


he declined the office; yet, aC- 


cording to his cuſtom, he drew 
from thence a ſeaſonable diſcourſe 
againſt coverouſneſs, or placing our 
felicity in worldly poſſeſſions; and 
cloſed it with the remarkable pa- 
rable of the rich and voluptuous 
man, that was cut off by ſudden 


death. Then he exhorted his diſ- 


ciples to caſt their care upon God's 
providence to charity, watchfulneſs, 
preparation againſt death and judg- 
ment. And by another parable of 


the ſteward or governor in a great 


man's houſe, he recommended gen- 
tleneſs, and temperance z and cau- 


tioned them from indulging them- 


ſelves in any kind of exceſs, upon 
hopes of finding a longer time to 


repent in. 


This diſcourſe was at laſt inter- 
rupted by the report that Plate, 


the Roman governor at Jeruſalem, 


had ordered ſome Galileans to be 
maſſacred, as they were offering 
their ſacrifices on n che altar i in the 


temple. 
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S. Who were theſe Galileans ? 
And for what reaſon did Plate 
maſſacre them ? 

T. Theſe Galileans were ſo cal- 
Jed, not becauſe they were all na- 
tives of Galilee, but followers of 
Judas Gaulonites, or Galilæus. And 
their crime was the raiſing a ſedi- 


tion under this Gaulonites, and one 


Sadducus, a Phariſee, againſt the 
Roman government in Judea, un- 
der a pretence that taxes were a 


badge of ſlavery ; that the Jews 


ought to acknowledge no ſove- 
reign but God alone, nor pay any 
tribute but to his temple, | 
S. What ſaid Jeſus to this news? 
T. He certainly not only con- 
demned their ſedition, but made 
this good uſe of their puniſhment. 
For joining to it another accident, 
which lately happened alſo at Je- 
ruſalem, where the tower of Silo- 
am fell, and killed eighteen peo- 


c Pe he told his hearers that theſe 


udden deaths were not tokens of 
thoſe ſufferers being greater ſinners 


ſufferings were intended to lead us 
to repentance ; and that -whoever 
mould continue in fin, might al- 
Ways dread the like, or greater 
judgments ; cloſing his exhortation 
to repentance, with the parable of 


the unfruitful fig-tree. 


S. Did the Jews take warning 
at theſe exhortations and threat- 
pings ? | 

T. No: And their mpenitency 
was ſeverely puniſhed, under the 
wernment of Cumanus, when 


"twenty-thouſand of them were de- 
ſtroyed about the temple : upon 


the admiſſion of the Idumæans into 
the city, when eight-thouſand five- 
hundred of the High-prieſt's party 


than other men, but that their th 
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were ſlain, and a flood of blood 
ran quite round the temple : upon 
the three-fold faction, that hap- 
pened © pr ems before the ſiege 
of the Romans, when the temple 
was every where polluted with 
ſlaughter ; the prieſts were ſlain in 
the exerciſe of their function; ma- 
ny, who came to worſhip fell be. 
fore their ſacrifices ; and the dead 
bodies of ſtrangers and natives were 
promiſcuouſly blended together, 
and ſprinkled the altar with their 
blood: and laſtly, upon the taking 
of the city and temple by the Ro- 
mans, When mountains of dead bo- 
dies were piled up about the altar ; 
ſtreams of blood ran down the 
ſteps of the temple ; ſeveral were 
deſtroyed by the fall of towers ; and 
others choaked in-the ſultry ruins 
of the galleries over the porches, 
as their own eminent hiſtorian, li- 
terally records in his antiquities and 
Fewrſh wars. 
S. How could the parable of the 
unfruitful fig-tree ſerve to bring 
hem to repentance ? 75 
T. The maſter obferving that 
his fig-tree ha4 borne no fruit for 
three years, ordered it to be cut 
down, as not only unprofitable, 
but cumberſome to his vineyard or 
garden. The gardener begged that 
it might remain one year longer; 
and upon his promiſe to uſe more 
than ordinary care and diligence 
about it, and to yield to its being 
rooted out at the expiration of that 
term, provided it ſhould continue 
unfruitful after his cultivation there- 
of ; the maſter was prevailed on to 


wait the iſſue and to let it ſtand 


one year longer, Which parable ſets 
forth God's patience and long ſuf- 


fering of a ſinful people, ever ho- 


ping 
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ping that they will turn and re- 
pent; for he deſireth not the death 
of a ſinner. 

S. Did Jon work no miracles 
in this progreſs ? 

7. Ves: He cured a poor wo- 
man of a ſore diſeaſe, which had 
afflicted her eighteen. years, and 
bowed her body down, fo that ſhe 
could not ſtand upright. 

S. Where did he work this mi- 
racle? | | 

T. In a ſynagogue on the Sabbath- 
day; in the preſence of the ruler, 
and all the people. 

S. What ſaid the ruler of the B. 
nagogue? 

T. He, like to ſplit with envy, 
endeavoured to perſwade the. peo- 
ple that Jeſus had broken the Sab- 
bath by doing this work on that 


ay. 

S. How did Jeſus acquit himſelf 
of that aſverſion ? 

T. He preſently made the ruler 
aſhamed of his hypocriſy, by aſk- 
ing, if the works of mercy, or the 
curing of a daughter of Abraham, 
was not a better work, and more 


acceptable to God, than the com- 


mon and allowed practice of ſup- 
plying an ox or an aſs with neceſ- 
ſaries of life on the Sabbath- day. 
This ſimple, but juſt obſervation, 
quite ſilenced his adverſaries, and 
pleaſed the people very much. 

S. How long did Jeſus travel 
about Galilee at this time? 
7. Till the feaft of dedication, 
or about the 14th of November. 
At which feaſt Jeſus xepaired 'to 
Jeruſe alem, 

S. What did this feſtrval com- 
memorate ? | 

T. The dedication of the altar, 
and cleanſing of the W by Ju- 


das Maccabeus (1 Maccab. iv. 59 
and 2 Maccab. x. 8.) after their 
pollution by Antiochus Epiphancs ; ; 
as I have noted before, in the hiſ- 
tory of the Old Teſtament, _ 


S. Did Jeſus B openly at 
this feaſt in Feruſalem? . . 


T. Yes: For as he walked the 
ſtreets on the ſabbath-day, he cured 
a poor man that had been born 
blind. 

S. Is this the man concerning 
whom the diſciples aſked Jeſus, 
whether his blindneſs was brought 
upon him by the man's own, or 
by his parents fin ? 

7. x 0 

S. What could his diſciples mean 
by ſuch a queſtion ? 

T. I will tell you: Firſt, in re- 
gard to the parents in; you muſt 
know that the law ſtrictly prohibi- 
ted the copulation with a menſtru- 
ous woman: becauſe it was thought 
that a child engendered at ſuch a 
time would be obnoxious to lepra- 


/y or mutilation, and conſequently 
Now in regard to 
the blind man's own ſin; it could 


to blindneſs. 


not be original fin ; becauſe, all 
mankind are ſubject to it, without 
an entail of any corporeal imper- 


fection. But it relates to the pla- 


tonical and pythagorean opinion of 
the pre. exiſtence of fouls, their tranſ< 
migration from one body to ano- 
ther, and to their being ſent into 


bodies better or worſe, according 
to their merit or demerit; which 


opinion had gained great credit a- 
amongſt the Jes, eſpecially the 
Phariſees. So that the diſciples 


took this opportunity to enquire, 
whether our Lord did allow of the 
prevailing notion; That the ſoul 
of this man might be put into this 
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imperfect body, for the puniſh- 
ment of what he had done, either 
in, or out of the body, in a præ- 
exiſtent ſtate. 

S, How did Feſus cure this Blind 
man? 

T. Feſus worked up ſome clay, 
with Which he anointed the blind 
man's eyes, and ſent him to waſh 
it off at the pool of Siloam. 

S. Was there any medicinal vir- 
tue in the water of this pool? 
T. Only ſuch. as depended upon 
the conditions mentioned above in 
Chap. III. but our Lord required 
the man to do this by way of pro- 
bation of his faith and obedience; 
in the ſame manner as Naaman, 
the Syrian leper, had been ſent by 
the prophet to waſh in the river 
ordan. 

S. What ſaid the people to this 

miracle ? 
T. As it was done on the Sake 
bath-day, the Phariſees to-diminiſh 
the credit of this miracle, ſaid that 
Teſus could not be @ prophet ſent 
from God ; becauſe, what he had 
done in this affair, was a violation 
of the ſabbath : but the people, who 
recollected that 7o/bua had not bro- 
ken the ſabbath by commanding 
the ark to be carried round Jericho, 
the armed men going before and 
| after it, ſeven days, one of which 
muſt be the Sabbath ; and judging 
without prejudice, that no impoſtor 
could be permitted to work ſuch 
_ miracles, as had apparently the fin- 
ger of God in them, were not to 
be beaten out of their belief in 
ſus, at leaſt, as a prophet ſent en 
God. This puzzled the rulers ſo 
much, that to ſkreen their own ma- 
lice, it was reſolved to perplex the 


% 
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people by a formal ſummons of the 
man and his parents before them. 
And upon their appearance they 
endeavoured by perſwaſions, intri- 
cate queſtions and threats to make 
them prevaricate, and deny the be- 
nefit received. 

S. What became of the blind 
man that was cured? 

T. He inſiſting on our Saviour's 
divine power before the council, 
was excommunicated from the na- 
gogue. But Jeſus received him in- 
to his church. And the poor man 
believed in him, fell down at his 
feet, and adored him. 

S, What faid. Jeſus when he 
heard of this proceeding of the ru- 
lers againft the poor blind man he 
had cured ? 

T. He, in the parable of a Sep- 
herd, inveighed againſt theſe ru- 
lers, 2 as blind guides, thieves, and 
robbers, who had climbed up into 
the ſheepfold, or made themſelves 
rulers and governors in God's 
church,” without any proper com- 
miſffion from him. And then, con- 
demning all thoſe falſe Chriſts, who 
before him had uſurped the title of 
the Meſſiab, he aſſerted his own 
right to that title; for as much as 
no one would offer to lay down his 


fe for his ſoeep, as he was ready 


to do. 
8. Had theſe rulers no ae 
ſion to act in the church of God? 
T. No: Do not you remember 
that God appointed the ſons of Le- 
v1, To teach the children of 2 
& rael all the ſtatutes, which 
<« Lord had ſpoken unto them by 
« the hand of Moſes?” And it 
was required that the prizffs lips 
ſhould preſerve knowledge; and 
3 | that 
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that the people ſhould ſeek his law 
at their mouths? | 

$. How then came the Phar:- 
fees to uſurp their commiſſion ? 

T. The corruption of the times 
brought into the church many NEW 
doctrines and traditions; and when 
theſe grew into eſteem, the Scribes 
and Phariſees, that had invented 
them, took upon them to be guides 
and teachers of the people; and 
at laſt inſiſted upon others taking 
commiſſion and ordination to that 
office from them alone ; thus they 
became a plantation, which God 
did not plant, Matt. xv. 13. 

S. Were there any falſe Chr:/ts 
before our Saviour's Days ? 

T. Ves: Such was one Theudas, 
and Judas Galilæus. 

S. Whom did Jeſus mean by 

his ſheep? 
T. All mankind, Gentiles as well 
as Fetus. He died for ALL, that 
they who live, might not live unto 
themſelves, but unto him, who died 
for them, 2 Cor. v. 15. So that 
whoever periſheth, it is not thro' 
any defect of Chriſt's death; but 
becauſe the condition to make his 
death efficacious to ſuch a perſon, 
has not been performed. 

$. Did not the Fews, who were 
convinced of the truth of his mira- 
cles, believe in him? 

T. Some of them ſtruggling hard 
with the prejudice of their educa- 
tion, wanted firſt an open and ex- 
plicit confeſſion from him, whe- 
ther he was the Meſſiah or no, be- 
fore they would determine. 

L. Did Jeſus humour them? 

T. No: He only told them that 
he had already both in words and 
deeds given ſuch evidence of his di- 
vine miffion, as would have been 


ſufficient to convince any that were 
diſpoſed to be his ſheep; and that 
he being one with his heavenly fa- 
ther, was able to preſerve and re- 


ward his own ſheep with eternal 


life. | 
S. Did this convert them? 


T. No: On the contrary, they, 


hearing Jeſus equalling himſelf with 
God, would have ſtoned him, had 
he not immediately fled out of the 
City, and retired to Bethabara, be- 
yond Jordan. | 


S. How did the people beyond 


Fordan receive him ? | 

7. They remembering what 
John the Baptiſt had teſtified of 
Feſus, reſorted to him in great 
numbers, brought their ſick to be 
cured by him, and gave good at- 
tention to his inſtructions ; ſo that 
he gained many diſciples here. 

S. What ſubjects did our Savi- 
our chiefly inſiſt on, in this coun- 
try ? 7 5 3404 

7 Amongſt others we read, that 
being aſked the needleſs queſtion 
concerning the number of thoſe that 
ſhould be faved ; he took occaſion 


from thence, inſtead of anſwering 


the man's curioſity, to exhort his 


hearers not to truſt in vain conceits, 
or fancied privileges, that ALL 1/- - 


raelites ſhould be ſaved; but that 
they ſhould ftrive to enter in at 


the ffrait-gate of ſalvation ; aſſur- 


ing them, that the Gentiles, who 
ſhould make uſe of the means pre- 
ſcribed in the goſpel, and work 


out their ſalvation with fear and 


trembling, ſhould obtain eternal 
life, when the /raelites, that neg · 
lected thoſe means, would be ſhut 
out and loft.” 


S. How did the Phariſces behave : 


to him in this country ? £2 
OE * They 
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In the firſt place he blamed. thoſe 
that ſtrove for precedency, and the 


T. They were afraid to oppoſe 
him openly ; but not able to bear 
the eſteem and credit, that Jeſus 
gained amongſt the people, feigned 
à reſpect for him, and in a friend- 
ly manner hoped to remove him 
from thence, by ſuggeſting the dan- 
ger he was in from Herod Anti pas, 
ſo long as he continued in Ga- 
7s | | 

S. Did Jeſus hearken to this ſug- 
geſtion? 15 
T. No: On the contrary, he bid 
them go and tell that fox, Herod, 
that he was determined to finiſh 
his miniftry in his dominions ; and 
that he had nothing to fear from 
either his ſubtility or power; be- 
cauſe, as he was a prophet, he 
could not be put to death in any 
other place than at Jeruſalem, 
which was appointed, as it were, 
for the ſlaughter of all the prophets. 
S. Why did Feſus call Herod 
Antipas, a fox? EE 
FT. Becauſe it was a ſuitable em- 
blem of the part, which that Te- 
trarch had played by alternately 
joining with the Jews, and the Ro- 
mans; and with the Phariſees and 

Sadduces, as he ſaw moſt likely to 
ſupport his private intereſt. |, 

S. Did Jeſus doany mighty works 
in this journey? / 

T. Amongſt others, he, on a 
Sabbath-day, cured a man fick of a 
dropſy; and when the Phariſee, in 

whoſe houſe he at that time was in- 
vited to dine, murmured at it, as 
a violation of the Sabbath, Feſus 
juſtified this miracle, as he had 
done on the like occaſions; before. 
S. How did Jeſus behave at the 
Phariſee's entertainment? 


T. He found occaſion to give 


the company ſeveral exhortations. 


8 


tended to prepare the Fews for the 


uppermoſt ſeats amongſt company; 
and recommended humility as the 
beſt means of gaining reputation, 
Sc. He condemned all enter- 


tainments that are made with a 


view to receive a compenſation from 
our rich gueſts; exhorted us to ex- 
pend our money in the exerciſe of 
charity to ſuch, as are in no con- 
dition to make us a retribution ; 
and to theſe he promiſed a recom- 
pence in .the kingdom of Hea- 


ven. And then under the parable 


of a feaſt, to which thoſe, that had 
been invited, had refuſed to come, 
on frivilous pretences; and that 
was afterwards filled by the maſter 
of the houſe with other gue/ts, cal- 


led from the ſtreets, lanes, high - 


ways, and hedges, to the utter ſe- 
cluſion of thoſe that would not 
come; he repreſented the different 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, the rejection 


of the eros, and the call of the 


Gentiles. See Matt. xxii. 2. 

S. Pleaſe to explain this parable 
more fully ? | | 

T. The maſter of the houſe is 
God ; the houſe is the church of 
God; the ſupper is the goſpel- 
diſpenſation, which miniſters true 
plenty and pleaſure, all that men 
can want, and all that they can 
wiſh, to render them perfectly hap- 
py. The greatneſs of this ſupper, 
and the multitudes invited to it, 
repreſent the bounty and infinite 
love of the Almighty. The gugſts 
that exeuſed themſelves were the 
Jeros. The firſt call, bidding, or 
invitation, implies all the previous 
notices. of the Meſſiah, by which 
the law and the prophets were in- 


recep- 
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reception of him and his doctrine. 
The 1 bidding, when it is ſaid 


all things were ready, imports all 


that Feſus did and taught, and ſuf- 
fered for their converſion and ſalva- 
tion, and all the teſtimonies and 
exhortations of his apoſtles, and 


preachers of the goſpel, to the ſame 
purpoſe. The excu/es made for their 


not accepting. the invitation are the 
prejudices and paſſions, and world- 
ly intereſt, which did not only hin- 
der thoſe Fews from coming into 
the faith, but diſpoſed them like- 
wiſe to treat all attempts to win 


them over, with the utmoſt ob- 


ſtinacy and contempt. The other 
gueſts brought in from the ſtreets, 
&c. to ſupply their places are the 
Gentiles, men of all nations and 
languages, to whom, after the Zews 
had thruſt it from them, the ten- 
ders of this grace and ſalvation were 
made. And the declaring that none 
of thoſe, who were bidden, ſhould 
taſte of this ſupper, denotes the giv- 
ing of thoſe Jeus over to a repro- 
bate ſenſe, and the leaving of them 
under that infidelity and perverſe- 
neſs, in which they continue har- 
dened to this day. 
K. Did Jeſus continue at this 
Phariſee's houſe ? 

T. No: He withdrew from thence 
after dinner ; and being followed 
by a great concourſe of people, that 
ſhewed much deſire to become his 
diſciples, Jeſus, in conformity to 
the cuſtom of the Jewiſß doctors, 
who always laid down before their 
proſelytes, the inconveniences, that 
would attend upon the practice of 
their precepts, acquaints his diſci- 
ples with the difficulty of the duties 
he ſhould require of them, and with 
the greatneſs of the ſufferings to 
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which they would be expoſed in 
their practice. | 
S. What were the duties in which 
they were to find ſo much difficulty? 
. To hate both father, mother, 
wife, children, brethren, ſiſters, and 
our own life alſo, f 
S. To hate? Is that the doctrine 
agreeable to the goodneſs of God? 
T. No. To hate, as one man is 


ſaid to hate another through envy, 
malice, &c. is not agreeable to the 
goodneſs of God: but this is not- 


the meaning of to hate in the goſ- 
vel ſenſe, which only imports that 
we muſt not love father, mother, 
&c. more than God: Or. that when - 
ever the ties and love of this world 


interfere with our duty to God, we 


muſt obey God rather than man. 


S. Did Fefus convert many of 


the Phariſees ? , 
T. It does not appear that he did; 
but on the contrary, the Scribes and 
Phariſees murmured at his permit- 
ting publicans and ſinners, that had 
deſerved the name of great andemi- 
nent offenders, to reſort unto him ; 
out of which multitude he made 

many converts. 
S. What ſaid Jeſus to this com- 

plaint ? | 
T. He vindicated himſelf by the 
parables of the ſhepherd, that left his 
flock to ſeek one ſheep that was 
loft; of the woman that rejoiced at 
her finding a piece of ſilver ſhe had 
loſt ; and of the prodzgal ſon, whom 
his father received with great joy 
and tenderneſs, notwithftanding the 
remonſtrances of his elder brother. 
In all which he ſhewed that the ſal- 
vation of /inners was the main end 
of his coming into the world, Then 
by the parables of the unjuft fewarl, 
and of the rich man and Lazarus ; 
Jeſug 
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Jeſus reproved the ſpirit of cove- 
touſneſs, and inſtructed his hearers 
in the proper uſe of riches, 
S. Why did the Phariſees and 
Scribes take offence at his conver- 
os publicans and ſinners? 
Becauſe they looked upon 
them as forſakea of God, and deli- 
vered up to a reprobate ſenſe, ſo as 
not to be capable of being reclaimed 
from their evil courſes. . 
S. Why did Jeſus liken men to 
ſheep ® 
+ Becauſe a ſheep, when once it 
is ſtrayed away, is a creature. re- 
markably ſtupid and heedleſs. It 
goes wandering on, without either 
power or inclination to return back, 
though each moment it is in dan- 
ger of becoming a ſacrifice to eve- 
ry beaſt of prey that meets it. And, 
ſuch in truth, is the condition of 
men addicted to vice: When they 
have broken out of God's fold, and 
forſaken the pleaſant paſtures which 


he provides for them: They grow 


careleſs and inconſiderate, and are 
expoſed to ſnares and temptations 
every moment: They are harden- 
ed by cuſtom; are depraved in their 
affections and judgment; are nei- 
ther diſpoſed to grow wiſer; nor of 
themſelves are they capable of con- 
quering inveterate habits of vice; 
though they ſhould now and then 
ſhew ſome good inclination to at- 
tempt it. 


S. Why did he compare them 


to a lf} piece if monen? 

T. By this parable we are to un- 
derſtand that God eſteems the ſouls 
of men precious, and reckons them 
among his wealth and treaſure ; be- 


ing formed by his own hand, im- 


pteſſed with his own image and ſu- 
hal and deriving all their 


which carries a reſemblance to the 
great king of the whole world. But 
when they abandon God's laws, and 
forſake K divine. and rational life 
of goodneſs and wiſdom, renounced 
for one of. ſenſuality, madneſs, and 


miſchief, then they are loſt to them - 


ſelves and to God, Then this coin 
is debaſed, the impreſſion defaced 
and gone; and that piece of money, 
as to the worth and uſe of it, is in 
a manner as if it were no longer in 
being, 

S. Pray explain me the parable 
of the prodigal ſon. 


T. The father is God; the pradi- | 


gal ſon is an habitual, great, and 
notorious /inner or offender againſt 
his will, that has made a bad uſe of 


all good inſtructions, neglected the 


means of ſalvation, and given him- 
ſelf up to work all iniquity with 
greedineſs. The return of this pra- 
digal is a conviction of his own evil 
ways, and his thorough repentance 
and full purpoſe of amendment of 
life, with a lively hope of God's 
mercy thro' Chriſt. The elder brother 
is one that has been always conſtant 
in the performance of the obligati- 
ons required by God's ordinances ; 
kept himſelf undefiled from. the 
common vices of the age; and is ſo 
much in love with himſelf, that he 
phariſaically looks upon every ſinner 
to be itreclaimable; and murmurs 
at all means to bring them back to 


a ſtate of ſalvation.— And here! 


muſt not forget that this parable is 
deſervedly reckoned a maſter piece 
in its kind, and what cannot be pa- 
ralleled by any of the allegorical 
writings of heathen authors, It is 


adorned and beautified with the 


moſt glowing colours, and lively 


ſimi- 
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ſimilitudes. It is carried on, and 
conducted with admirable wiſdom 
and proportion, in the parts, as well 
as in the whole. And there is ſo 
exact a relation between the things 
repreſented, and the repreſentations 
of them, that the moſt elevated un- 
derſtanding will admire, and the 
loweſt capacity diſcover the excel- 
lent and moſt uſeful moral, that lies 
under fo thin and fine a vel. 

S. What interpretation do you 
give of the parable of the wyu/? 


| fleward 9 | 


T. In that parable you read of the 
Mammon of unrighteouſneſs, which 
denotes riches or treaſures, of what 
ſort or kind ſoever, when acquired 
by unjuft means ; and becauſe, they 
are the root of all evil, as even a 
heathen poet could diſcover 3 - 
diuntur opes irritamenta malorum. 
By the ſeward we are to under- 
ſtand not only the poſſeſſor of riches 
and treaſures ; but that every one, 
who enjoys any advantages of na- 
ture, or of grace, as well as of for- 
tune, is a lewardentrufted with thoſe 
goods from God, to benefit and do 
good to others, and to be accounted 
for by him at the laſt day. 

S. What is the meaning of A. 


braham's boſom in the parable of the 


rich man and Lazarus? 

T. Tt was one of the expreſſions 
at the time of our Saviour's preach- 
ing, made uſe of by tra doc- 
tors to denote a future ſtate of hap- 
pineſs. And in this parable, eus 
plainly ſhews that no man can ex- 
pect falvation by the multitude of 
his riches; that there is a place of 
torment, out of which there is no 
redemption; and that no one is 
to expect any other revelation for 


the direction of his life, than the 
written word of God. 
S. Did not theſe parables ſilence 
the Phariſees? © 
T7. They were rather the more 
enraged ; and thinking that they 
had found a queſtion, whoſe deci- 
ſion on either fide would give them 
an opportunity to reproach him be- 
fore the people, either for oppoſing 
the law of Moſes, or the determina- 
tion of their ſchools, they aſk him; 
Es it lawful for a man to put away 
his wife for every cauſe ? | 
S. What ſays Moſes ; and what 
did the Fetoiſb ſchoolmen determine 
in this affair? e 
7. Moſes, in Deutermomy xxiv. 1. 
decrees, when a man hath taken a 
wife and married her, and it come 
to paſs that ſhe finds no favour in 
his eyes, becauſe he hath found ſome 
uncleanneſs in her; then let him 
write her a bill of divorcement, and 
give it in her hand, and ſend her 
out of his houſe. Now upon theſe 
words the ſchool of Shammai held, that 
the wife was to be put away only 
for the crime of adultery, But the 


ſchool of Flillel, which was moft 


numerous, maintained, that a man 
might divorce or put away his wiſe 
for any cauſe whatever. | 
85 How did Jeſus decide the mat- 
ter! ; 
T. He referred them to the firſt in- 
ſtitution of marriage, and reminded 
them of the ſtrict natural unĩon that 
exiſts between man and wife, which 
cannot be diſannulled by any hu- 
man inſtitution. To which th 
replied by inſiſting that Moſes had 
commanded to give her à writing of 
divortement, and to put her away. 
To which 7efu; again gave this full 
: z ; & WAS 8 2d anſwer ; 
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anſwer; That Moſes had not com- 


manded, but only permitted ſuch a 


practice; which was to provide, that 
in caſe any man would be ſo per- 
verſe and hard-hearted, as to turn 
away. his wife upon any flight oc- 
caſion, it might be done in a pro- 
per and publick manner; not by 
word of mouth, but by bill of di- 
worcement, delivered in form; that 
when the woman was thus diſmiſ- 
ſed; ſhe might not be quite ruined, 
but left at her liberty to become an- 
other man's wife: and therefore 
be declared all divorces to be null 
and invalid, except in the caſes of 
adultery. This quite filenced his 
captious diſputants. But his diſci- 
ples ſay unto him; if the caſe of the 
man be ſo with his wife, that he 
cannot put her away, except for 
adultery, and marry another, with- 
out committing, adultery himſelf, it 


is not good to marry : To which our 


Lord replied, by allowing the ſupe- 
rior quietude of a fingle life; but 
inſiſting that thoſe who had not the 
gift of continency, and did marry, 
- ought to adhere to the firſt inſtitu- 
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F. Was this all he ſaid to his 
diſciples? .... 
7. All that related to marriage: 
but be proceeded to remind them 
of the impoſſibility of preventing 
ſcandals and offences; of the duty 
of forgiveneſs ; of the neceſſity and 
efficacy of faith; of man's unwor- 
thineſs, and inability to merit any 
thing from the Almighty ; and of 
that humility, which ſhould always 
attend | addreſſes to our creator. 
Which laſt particular he exemplifi- 
ed in the oppoſite behaviour of a 
Phariſee and a Publican. 


S. What is the behaviour of the 
Phariſee © 


ned. 
pl kat ch ſays 3 Ged, I 
thank thee, that I am not, as other 
men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adulte- 
rers, or even as this publican, Such 
a prayer is both inſolent and boaſt- 


ing: and favours more of an herald 


proclaiming his own praiſes, than 
of a ſupplicant, conſeſſing his ſins, 
and begging for mercy. And tho” 
it could be admitted, that his opi- 
nion of his own excellencies was 
not too lofty, he could produce no 
warrant or privilege to diſparage 
and vilify his brethren. Who has a 
right to ſay, I am not as other men 
are; or to ſet himſelf off with an 
exception to the whole world ? 
Or even as this publican; to break 
that bruiſed reed, and with ſcorn- 
ful reproaches, to fall foul on a 


wounded ſoul, whoſe penitent ſor- 


row called for the compaſſion of 
every by-ſtander? SITY 
The Publican, on the contrary, 
ſpeaks nothing but ſhame and con- 
fuſion, the tendereſt contrition, 
and moſt profound humility in all 
his expreſhons and deportment. He 
lands afar off, as not preſuming up- 
on a nearer approach to the pre- 
ſence of ſo holy a Majeſty. He lifts 
not up ſo much as his eyes to heaven ; 
but by. the guilt and melancholy of 
his countenance, takes to_ himſelf 
the ignominous titles, ſo liberally 
beſtowed by his ſcornful compani- 
on. He ſmites upon his breaſt, as 
conſcious of the pollution lodged 
there; looks not abroad, but con- 
fines his thoughts to his own miſe- 
ry; alledges nothing in his own 
behalf, no mixture of good to miti- 
gate the evil of his paſt life ; feels 
no comfort, ſeeks no refuge, ex- 
cept in the mercy of a forgiving 


God; brings no motive to incline. 


that 
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ſelves > 


that merey, but a ſorrowful ſenſe 
of his own uriworthineſs, and an 
humble hope in God's unbounded 
goodneſs : and therefore upon this, 
this ſaving, this only ſupporting 
Attribute, he caſts himſelf entirely, 
with a' God, be -merciful to me a 
finner ! and for that reaſon he is 
by Chri/t preferred to the Phari/ec - 
becauſe the divine decree is, That 
Pride ſhall be abaſed, and An 
ſhall be exalted. 

S. Did the Phariſees crouble Io 
fas no more? 

7. Ves: They came to him a- 
gain; and aſked him, ben the 
kingdom of God, whereof he had told 


them ſo much, was to appear? 


S. What anſwer did Feſus return 
to this queſtion ? 
T. As Fefus knew that the Pha- 


71ſees underſtood by the Kingdom of 


God, a flouriſhing temporal king- 


dom, wherein the Maſſiah was to 


reduce all other nations under the 
Fewiſh yoke ; ſo he formed his an- 


ſwer, in order to deſtroy: that falſe 
traditional opinion: therefore, ſays 
he, the Kingdom of God, which I 


have ſo often told you of, is a king- 


dom of wrath and vengeance to be 


exerciſed upon the Jets them- 
and a ſpiritual kingdom to 
be erected in the hearts of men by 


the kindly operations of his word 
and ſpirit, when the goſpel of Jeſus 
ſhould be more fully propagated.— 
But, turning to his diſciples, he 
ſtrictly charged them to beware of 
falſe Chrifts, and falſe Prophets, 


which, after his death, would riſe 
up, and pretend to ſhiew them the 


' kingdom of God, where it was not. 


F. Who were theſe falſe Chriſts 
and falſe Prophets ? 


2. There was one Doſitheus, who 


Ie sus cautions bis Diſciples againſt falſe Cur TSTs. 393 


took upon him the character of the 
Chriſt, whom Moſes: had foretold. 
Simon Magus, who called himſelf 
the great Power of God, and many 
more, whom, as Foſephus records, the 
time of the coming of their King ME's- 
SIAH prevailed with, to ſet up for 


Kings. The falſe Prophets were 


one Theudas, who, in the govern- 
ment of Fadus, promiſed his fol- 
lowers that he would divide the ri- 
ver Jordan, as it was in the days 
of Jaſbua and Elias, and give them 


a free paſlage : the Egyptian Few,. 


who, in the government of Felix, 
led 30,000 men to the mount of 


Olivet, where he promiſed, by his 


prayers, to make the walls of Feru- 


ſalem, as thoſe of Jericho once did, 
fall flat to the ground; thence to 


drive the Roman army, and there to 
fix the ſeat of the Empire: a certain 
Magician who, in the government of 
Feflus, ſeduced great multitudes in- 
to the deſart, and promiſed them 
deliverance from the Roman yoke: 


and ſeveral others, who, according 
to Foſephus, taught the Jetus, even 


to the laſt, to expect help and geli- 
verance. 
between Chriſt's W and 
the deſtruction of Feruſalem, was 
quite over-run with Inpaſlors and 
Seducers, who drew the people after 
them in troops; though the Roman 
governots were ſo ſevere, that there 
hardly a day paſſed without the ex- 
ecution of ſome of them. 


S. Did Jeſus at this time a A» 


ny thing more to his diſciples? 5 
He foretold them of 
his own ſufferings ; how he ſhould 
of the | 


T., Yes: 
be rejected by the Fetus: 


ſpeedy propagation of his goſpel: 

and of the certain deſtruction of the 

And then he ex- 
horted 


Jewiiſh nation. 


The land, at this time, 
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horted them to conſult their own 
ſafety, and retire before the Roman 
armies ſhould approach 'to execute 
God's vengeance, and to puniſh the 
Ferws for the murder of him, their 
 Mffiah. And, having finiſhed this 
diſcourſe with an exhortation to 
Prayer, enforced by the parable of 

a poor woman, who, by her im- 


portunity, obtained her petition 


from a Judge, that feared neither 
God nor man ; he paſſed over yore 
dan into the land of Perea. 
S. On which fide e d Pe- 
ren lie 
T. On the eaſt; being bounded 
on the weſt by Jordan; on the eaſt 
by Philadelphia + on the north by 
Pella, and on the fouth by Mache- 
yon. It was very fruitful, well 
watered with ſpring and torrents 
from the mountains, and abound- 
ed with pines, olive- trees, palm- 
trees, &c. in great perfection. 

S. How was Jeſus received in 
. 

T. Vaſt multitudes followed him. 
And ſome brought their children to 
be bleſſed by him. On which oc. 
caſion, he cured all of their infirmi- 
ties, and recommended their ſimpli- | 


city and innocence to the imitation 
of his diſciples. After this, a young 


rich man aſked him what he ſhould 
do to inherit eternal liſe? 
d. What ſaid Feſus ? 
T. He firſt enjoined him to keep 


the commandments of the ſecond 


table, as the beſt proof. of his keep- 
ing thoſe of the firft. But upon the 
young gentleman's declaration that 
he had: always kept them, Jeſus, 


to try the fincerity of his heart, 


whether he really preferred his eter- 
nal to his temporal intereſt, bids 
him fell all his worldly eſtate, and 
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purchaſe an intereſt in heaven, by 
giving it to the poor; and to enter 
into the number of his diſciples... 

S. What ſaid the young man? 

T. He went away very penſiwe, 
unwilling to part with any of his 
eg goods for a un. trea- 

re. 

S. What did Jeſus ſay hows. 

T. He, turning to. his diſciples, 
declared, that it is eaſter for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter into the heng- 
dom of, heaven. | 

S. . wonder at that. 

T. And ſo did his diſciples ; But 
Jeſus preſently removed their fears, 
by mitigating the ſeverity of the 
expreſſion; meaning no more than 
that riches, without the grace of 
God, are an unſurmountable ob- 
ſtacle to any man's ſalvation: and 
that no rich man's heart could be 
ſo depraved, but God was able to 
change it. 

S. Did this ſatisfy the diſciples ? 

T. Yes: And they having for- 
ſaken all and followed Feſus, Peter 
deſired to know of him what re- 
ward they were to expect. 

8. What anſwer did. Peter re- 
ceive ? 

- Feſus promiſed that at the ge- 
neral reſurrection, they ſhould. fit 
upon twelve 8 while he 
himſelfſhould ſit to judge the twelve 
tribes of Hrael. And alſo that 
they, and all that ſhould follow 
their example, ſhould be comforted 
in this liſe with an upright\conſci- 
ence; a full content of mind; the 
joys of the Holy Ghoſt; increaſe of 
grace; and hopes of glory; and with 
eternal life in the next world; con · 
cluding with the parable of tbe La- 
baurers in the a By which he 

repre- 
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repreſented that ſuch high rewards 
did: not proceed from any inhe- , 


rent merit of our own deeds, but 
from the bounty of: heaven, and the 


freedom of God in the N 326 


of his favours...) 


S. How long did Feſus ftay in 
Peræa | 


6. Not long; for having n 


ed a meſſage of the ſickneſs of his 


eſteemed friend Lazarus at Bethany, 
he two 929 8 after 80 out for Were 


c H A . VI. 
Jes ESUS is difcourſeth to his Diſciples in bis way to BETNHAux. Dines 


with Zacchzus the: Publican. 


The. Parable of a Nobleman 


travelling into a far Country, explained. Jzsvus arrives at 
BeTHranY, and raiſeth Lazarus from the Dead. The Sa- 


HEDRIM reſolve to kill JIxsus and Lazarus, 


ESVUS retires © 


to EPHRAIM, and returns to BBTHANY and JERUSALEM : 
J anointed with Spikenard : And rideth upon an Aſs in Tri- 


umph into JERUSALEM, 


Hoſanna explained. Je$us prophe- 


eth the Beſtruction of JerusALEM: Driveth the Uſurers and 


© - Huckſters out of the Temple, with a Whip of Cords: And 


preacheth in the Temple: Curſeth the barren Fig- tree: Dri- 
velh the Traders a ſecond Time out of the Temple: And refuſeth 


to give the Phariſees an Account of bis Authority. 


The Para- 


bles of the two Sons: Of the wicked Houſeholder, and of the 
. Gueſts invited to the Marriage-Feaſt, explained. The Phari- 
ſee's Queſtion concerning Tribute to CAR 3 and CHRIST'S 


Anſwer, 


The Saducees's Queſtion concerning Marriages in @ 


Future State; and Cnr 1sT's Anſwer,  Jesvs ſhews which is 


the . greateſt Commandment. 


The Duty is God and our 


Neighbour includes the Duty to ourſelves. Jesus returns a 


third Time fo JERUSALEM. 


Of Faith to remove Moun- 


tains. TJzsvs openly reproves the Phariſees in the Temple, and 
| ARE its Deſtruction. The Signs Hear this e | 


and how fulfilled. 


8. WHERE was Bethany ? 


T. It was at that time a 
conſiderable. place at the foot of the 
mount of Oliuet, about two miles, 


or 15 furlongs eaſtward. from Je- 


ruſalem, famous. for date-trees. 
S. But did there nothing re- 


markable * in the znr of 
Jeſus to-Bethany f | 


7 Ye: Hoa again e his 


diſciples more plainly of his ap- 


proaching ſufferings at Jeruſalem, 
that he now ſhould be apprehended, 


condemned, and delivered to the 
Gentiles to be ſcourged, macked, 
and crucihed ; but that he. on the 
third day ſhould riſe again. When 
he came near Ferichs, he * ſaluted 
Cc by 
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companion, with a Jeſus, thou Son of 


David, have mercy on us; and upon 
dechring what favour they requeſt- 
ed, he immediately with a touch 
opened their eyes. This, added to 
his other miracles, drew vaſt crowds 
after him; inſomuch, that as he 


paſſed through Jericho, little Zace 


cheus, a wealthy publican, was ob- 
liged to climb up into a Hcamore- 
tres, before he could get a full view 
of him. 
8. Did Jeſus ſee this publican i in 
the tree? 8 
T. Yes: And knowing him to 
be a Juſt and charitable man, cal- 
led to him by his name to come 
down and take him home to din- 


ner, thaugh many reflected upon 


him for entering the houſe of a man 
of ſa ſcandalous a profeſſion. # 

S. Was Zacchens the publican a 
Few or a Gentile? _ 

T. The majority of commenta- 
tors ſuppoſe him to be a e] but 
the words of our Saviour upon en- 
tering into his houſe, who faid, 
This day ſalvation is come t0 this 
houſe, 793 as he alſo is the ſon 
of Abraham, (Luke xix. .) ſeem to 
determine the contrary. Abraham 
believed, and it was imputed to him 
for Tiobteuſueſe, (Rom. iv. 22.) and 


therefore Zaccheus is here called his 


ſon, becauſe he readily believed in 


the divine miſſion of our Saviour 


Chriſt; for the ſeed of Abraham, 
was not that, which is of the law, 
but that Fil which is of the faith 


of Abraham, who is the father of us 


ALL, (Rom. iv. x6.) 


Some authors ſay, that this ſame 


Zaccheus was afterwards biſhop of 
Cæſarea in Paitftine ; but I would 
bg you guarded azainſt —_ im- 


tual imprifonment. 


"Th New: TESTAMENT explained, 
by blind Bartimeus and his blind poſition, by obſerving that the Zac- 


cheus, biſhop of that church, did not 


live till the ſecond century, and 


therefore could not be Zaccheus the 
Rn 127 
here did Jeſus when 
he left Zaccheus's Jeſu wv | 
T. He proceeded with his diſci- 
ples to Bethany; and as he drew 
nearer to Jeruſalem, perceiving that 
his diſciples thought he was going 
up to the paſſover, and could not 
yet help their expectations of his 
exaltation to a temporal throne, and 
that he would at laſt aſſume a regal 


authority, endeavoured once more 


to cure their minds of all fuch 
thoughts under the parabie of 
a prince, born heir to a kingdom, 
and going into a far country to 
take poſſeſſion of it. This prince 


. ſays he, before his departure, called 


his ſervants together, and gave each 
of them a ſum of money to trade 
withal, until he ſhould return. 
And afigned the cauſe of his jour- 
ney into a foreign land, to be the 
rebellion of his ſubjects, who were 
obſtinately ſet againſt him, and diſ- 
claimed- him for their king. But, 
having obtained his. new kingdom, 
and bein returned home, he cal- 
led his fervants, with whom he 
had entruſted his money, to an ac- 
count; rewarded the diligent in pro- 
portion to their improvements, and 
puniſhed the negligent with perpe- 
Then he alſo 
ordered thoſe ſubjects, that had diſ- 
claimed all obedience to him to be 
put to death'in his own rr 
ſo many rebels. | 

S. How am I to interpret this 
parable? 
T. The prince, or young ables 
man is Chri iff Feſus, the ſen of God. 

His 
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His going into a far country is the 


aſcenfun of Chriſt into Heaven, where 


he has taken poſſeſſion of his medi · 
atorial kingdom; his ſervants are 
all thoſe he has purchaſed with his 
blood, and have the goſpel preach- 
ed unto them, who are accountable 
for every talent, or inſtruction they 
receive from his word; his citizens 
or ſalects are the Fetus in particu- 


lar, who not only rejected him with 


ſcorn, but put him to an ignomi- 
nious death; and his return is the 
day of his fierce wrath () in the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the to- 


tal overthrow of the Jetoiſb temple 


and nation, about forty years after 
this time; and (/econdþ) in the juſt 
diſtribution of rewards and puniſh» 


ments, which he, at the laſt day, 


will render to every one according to 
their works. | | 
S. Did Feſus arrive at Bethany 
time enough to cure Lazarus of his 
ſickneſs? | "7 
T. No: Lazarus had been dead 
and buried four days, before Jeſus 
arrived. 


ed mourning, and many of their 


friends and neighbours condoling 
the loſs of their brother, he could 


not refrain groaning within himſelf 


at the fight of their tears and ſor- 


row ; and at laſt hewept as well as 
they. Which ſympathy with their 
ſorrow, being a token of his great 


love for the deceaſed, made ſome of 


the company wonder why he had 
not made more haſte to prevent his 
„„ U TIES Ct 
S. What did Jeſus on this occa- 
ſion? : 4 | 
Ti. Hedemanded where they had 
laid the body; he aſſured his ſiſters 


When finding Martha 
and Mary, the ſiſters of the deceaſ- 


that their brother Lazarus ſhould 
riſe again: and when he was brought 
to the grave, he ordered it to be 
opened ; and, after a ſhort addreſs 
to his father, raiſed up Lazarus 
from the dead by his bare com- 
mand, For Jeſus no ſooner faid 
with a loud voice, LazARUS come 


Forth, but he immediately aroſe, in 


ſuch perfect health, as to be able to 
walk back with Jeſus and the com- 
pany to his own houſe, - | 

S. Did not this miracle convince 
the Fews of his divine power 

. Moſt of the ſpectators believ · 
ed on him; but even ſome of them 
were ſo blind and obſtinate, as to 
aſcribe this miracle, as they had 
done all his others, to the power of 
Belxeebub; and accordingly went 
and reported the whole affair to the 
Phariſees at Feruſalem, in order to 
take away his life. — Thus was lit- 
terally fulfilled the ſaying of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Though one roſe from 
the dead they will not believe.” 

S. Was it cuſtomary for the 
Jews to mourn for their departed. 
friends after they were. buried? 

T. Yes: Though there was no 
fixed nor limited time for it, For 
Jacob they mourned firty days: for 
Meſes and Aaron, thirty: for per- 
ſons of an inferior quality, the days, 
very probably were fewer; but ſome 
they had for all, and the general 
term, both among the Jews and 
Gentiles, was ſeven; during which 
time, their neighbours and friends 
came to viſit them, and 'to allevi- 


ate their ſorrows with the beſt ar- 


guments they could. They pray'd 


with them, they read with them 


the xlix P/. pray'd for the foul of 
the dead, and diſtributed their com 
Cc 2 | forts 
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forts in proportion to their loſs ; 


but no body opened his mouth un- 


til the afflicted perſon had firſt 
ſpake : becauſe Jon's three friends, 
who came to comfort him, we find 
did. the fame (Fob ii. 13.) All which 
ceremonies made the concourſe of 
Martha's houſe at this time, the 
greater, and gave more Jews an 
opportunity to be the eye · witneſſes 
of her brother's reſurrection. 

S. Why did Jeſus, who knew 


all things, "aſk where Lazarus was 
buried? 


T. To take away all ſuſpicion of | 


fraud or. conſederacy. 
S. What fort of graves were in 
| uſe i in thoſe days? 
, ai The common form of a 1 


rial place, among the ancient Jes, 


was a vault, hewn out of a rock, 
fix cubits long, and four broad, in 
' Which eight other cells (or niches, 
ot as other ſay 13) were uſually 
made to receive ſo many dead bo- 
dies. The mouth or entrance of 
this vault was cloſed with a large 
one, which could be removed at 
pleaſure, as you ſee in the caſe be- 
fore us. 

- 8. Could not Chri/t have raiſed 


up Lazarus without addreſſing his 


father? 

T. Yes: But he choſe to do it, 
that all the company might know, r 
that what he did, was by a divine, 
not dialolical power; and that God 
in granting his petition acknow- 
ledged him to be his fon, 


S. What did the Phariſees at the 


report of this miracle? 

7. They convoked the Sanhe- 
drim, and propoſed it as an imme- 
diate neceſſity, for the good of their 
nation, to put Jaſus to death, leaſt 
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the Romans ſhould take umbrage at 
his mighty. works, ſhould he take 
upon him the character and title of 
the Meſſiah, and attempt to make 
himſelf #ing. Thus it was a reed 
amongſt them, to ſeek the firſt op- 
portunity to put him to d eat. 

S. Did they put their reſolution 
immediately into execution? 

T. No doubt they would have 
done it; but Feſus's hour being not 
Jet come, he fruſtrated their deſign 
for the preſent, by retiring, to E- 
phraim, a little obſcure place be- 
tween Bethel and Fries and a- 
bout 20 miles N. of Jeruſalem, 
where he continued a 7 — days, till 
it was time for him to go up to the 
feaſt of the paſſover. | 
S. Did not Jeſus return again to 
Bethany? 

T. Yes: He took it in his way 

o Jeruſalem, and ſtopping there 
5 days before the paſ/aver began, 
he was kindly entertained at ſupper 
in Lazarus's houſe, Lazarus ſat with 
him at table, Martba dreſſed the 
ſupper,” and Mary to expreſs her 
love and bounty, anointed, his feet 
with the coſtly eſſence of Spitenard, 
and wiped them with her hair. 

S. What, was Spitenard? 

* Spikenard or Nard, is a plant 
that grows in the Indies, with a ve- 
ry flender root, a ſmall, long ſtalk, 
and with ſeveral ears, or ſpikes, e- 
ven with the ground, from whence 
it has the name of /pikenard. If it 
be good, it muſt be of a yellow. 
colour, inclining towards purple, 
with long ſpikes, and the briſtles of 
its /pikes large and odoriferous. The 
ancients made a perfume of the blade, 

or ſpike of this nard, of great l 
— and when genuine, very pre- 

cious, 


cious, and called as in Mark xiv. 3. 
and John %ii. 3. Nardus piftica: And 
therefore al ur 

fault with this action of Mary's, and 
affirming, that the quantity pour- 
ed upon the feet of Jeſus might be 
worth 300 pence, or 91. 75. 64, 
allowing a Roman penny to be ſe- 
ven- pence half-· penny of our money, 
ſaid it had better been ſold and gi- 
ven to the poor ; not that he had 
any compaſſion for the poor, but 
thought he might thereby have had 
an opportunity of purloining ſome 


part of the price to himſelf, had it 


been fold, and put into the bag, 
which was in his cuſtody. _ 
S. What faid Jeſus to this ca- 
vil of Judas? OUT 


T. Feſus knowing the wickedneſs 


of Fudas's heart, replied with an 
approbation of what Mary had 
done, out of a good intention, and 
blamed Fudas's pretended concern 
for the poor, He alſo faid, that 
they would never be without objects 
of charity; but that he himſelf 
would be ſoon taken from them; 
and that Mary had done no more 
than a ſeaſonable ceremony to ſolem- 
nie his approaching death; allu- 
ding to the cuftom in the eaſtern 
countries, for Kings and great per- 
ſons to have their bodies at their 
funerals, embalmed with odours, 
and ſweet perfumes. e 6 
S. Did not the Sanbedrim en- 
deavour to quaſh the report of the 
miracle wronght on Lazarus? 
T. They conſulted how to de- 
ſtroy him 'alfo, to preſerve their 
own honour and reputation; they 
not having the leaſt crime to lay to 
his charge. a Rs 
S. Did they accompliſh their 
wicked defign againſt Lazarus? 


Jas Iſcariot found great 
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7. No: God protected him from 
their malice, and he lived thirty 


years after our Saviour's death, as - 
monument of God's glory, and a 


teſtimony of the miracle. 
5 When did Jeſus leave Bethas 
ny | | | 


T. The next morning, attended 


by his diſciples, and many others, 


in his way to Feruſalm? 

S. Did any thing particular hap» 
pen in this journey ? Ry 

T. Jeſus being arrived at. Beth- 
page, or the houſe of figs or dates, 
which was a ſmall village of the 
prieſts, noted for trees of that kind, 
and ſituafe on the ſide of mount 
Olivet, ſo called from the great 


number of olive trees, that grew 
upon it; he ordered two of his diſ- 


ciples to fetch him an aſs and her 
colt, which they would find in_the 
next village; they found the aſs 
and her colt, and brought them ac- 
cording to order, by the owner's 
permiffion, and ſet their maſter. up- 
on the colt, which had never been 
backed before; on which Jeſus rode 
to Jeruſalem, in the midft of an in- 
numerable multitude, ſaluting him 
with the title of king, carry- 
ing palm branches in their hands, 
and ſtrewing their garments and 
branches in the way. „ 
S. Why did Jeſus chuſe the un- 
backed colt of an aſs to ride on; 
T. To accompliſh a remarkable 
propheſy: Tell ye ibe daughter 
Sion, behold thy king cometh unto thee, 
meek, and fitting upon an aſs, and a 
colt the fole of an aſs, which the Feqvs 
acknowledge to relate to the H 


ah. As to the particular circum- 


ſtance of the colts being unbacked, 


it was agreeable to the cuſtom. of 
ancient times, when both Few and 


Cc 3 Gentile 


— 


garments in the ways 


SGentile employed no other animals 


for ſacred. purpoſes, than ſuch as 
had never been employed in the ſer- 
vice of men; and therefore Chri/t 
hereby declared the facredne/s of his 
perſon. OB > . 3 
S. Why did the people meet Je- 
us with branches of palm trees in 
their hands ? r 
T. The Jetus, at the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles in particular, uſed to ſing 
Hoſannas, and carry palm- branches 


in their hands, and deſired that they 


might rejoice in the like manner, 
at the coming of the Maſſiab. They 
alſo uſed the like ceremony at other 


ſolemn rejoicings (I Mace, xiii. 51.) | 


And Herodotus relates, that the ve- 
ry heathens expreſſed their joy at 
Xerxes's paſſing over the Heleſpont, 


by ſtrowing the way with myrtle- 


branches. Therefore, we cannot be 
at a loſs to account ſor this method 
of expreſſing their joy, when the 


Fewos had been convinced by the 


miracles they had ſeen, that Jeſus was 
their king and Meſſiah; and expect- 
ed he was now entering upon. the 
adminiſtration of his kingdom, 
S. How came they to caſt their 
7. It was a common practice a- 
mongſt the eafterns, upon the ap- 
proach of their kings and princes, 


to ſpread their garments upon the 


ground for them to' tread or ride o- 


ver. The captains. that proclaim- 
ed Jebu king, put their garments 
under him; and when Cato left his 


ſoldiers to return to Rome, they 
fpread | their clothes in the way; 
which was an honour, . ſays Plu- 
zarch, then done to few emperors. 

ut the Jeus, who at this time 
Fame to meet Jeſus, looked upon 
bum as greater than any emperor ; 


— 


as à prince, that was come to reſ- 
cue them from the Roman yoke, 
and to reduce all nations under their 
ſubjection; and therefore they choſe 


in this manner to teſtiſy their ho- 


mage and veneration of their uni- 
ver ſal monarch, making now a pub- 
lig entry into Jeruſalem, the capital 
of the kingdom. VT 

S., In what words did the mule 
titude expreſs their joy ? 
T. They cried with one voice, 
Hoſanna to the ſon of David! Bleſ- 


fed 1s he that cometh in the name of 


the Lord: Hoſanna in the higheſt ! 
S. N means the word Ha- 


T. It ſignifies, ſave 1 beſeech thee, 
and always uſed by the Jets, when 
they would expreſs their hopes of 
the coming of the Meſſiah. And 
the reaſon why the acclamations, 
upon-. this. occaſion, ran rather in 
theſe, words, than in the common 
form, Long live the king, or the like, 
was, becauſe in the character, which 
the prophet gives of the Meſſiah, he 
is called a Saviour, or one bringing 


ſalvation to them. And therefore, 


to ſhew the excellency of this, a- 
bove all other kings, the people ad- 
dreſſed him in words taken from the 
pſalmiſt, Help us now, O Lord, ſend 
us new proſperity. But becauſe, Ho- 
ſanna, is alſo; a form of bleſſing, and 


in the inauguration of princes, peo- 


ple are always pleaſed with the li- 
neal ſucceſſion; therefore they ad- 


join, Heſanna to the ſon of David, 
i. e. The Lord proſper and heap fa- 


vours and bleſſings upon him. And 
becauſe God had promiſed the Je- 
i nation a king deſcended from 
that royal line, they expreſs their 
further good wiſhes, ſaying, Ble/- 
fel be that ena in in a 


J ͤ X11 


all 
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the Lord, And finally, becauſe it 
1s natural for men, in ſuch tranſ- 
ports, to reiterate their joyful ac- 
clamations, even as if they deſired 
to make them reach Heaven, as 


well as earth, therefore it is added, 


Hoſanna in the higheſt. © . 

S. How did the Phariſees ſto- 
mach this rejoicing? — 

T. They were cyt to the heart ; 
yer, though they were envious of 


his glory, they durſt not attempt 


any thing againſt his perſon in theſe 
circumſtances ; but ventured to de- 
fire Jeſus to command the ſilence 
of the multitude. 

S. What faid Feſus to their re- 
queſt ? 


T. V, ſays he, they ſhould be filent, 


the very flones would proclaim my 


praiſe, Which proverbial expreſſi- 
on imports no more, than if his fol- 
lowers could be prevailed upon to 
hold their peace, and to ſay nothing 
in his praiſe, God would find out 
ſome means to publiſh it effectu- 


J. 
S. Did the Phariſees delt upon 
this ? 


T. Yes: For we read of nothing 


more ia this journey, than our Sa- 
viour's lamentation over Feruſalem, 


juſt before he entered into it. He 


with tears in his eyes, bewailed the 


obſtinacy and impenitence of its in- 


babitants. He declares that God 
had withdrawn his grace and favour 


from them. And he foretels their 


| deſtruction, and the utter ruin of 
chat city by the Romans, ſo chat 


there ſhould not remain one ſtone 


upon another; becauſe they would 


not repent under the miniſtry of 
John the Baptiſi, nor at the preach · 
ing of Chriſt bime#, and of his a- 
patties.” 4 


S. Was Jeruſalem taken and de- 
Rroyed by the Romans, end as bad 
foretold? | 
Ti. Yes: Foſephus, who was an 
eye-witneſs, and a Jew, informs us, 
that the Romans pitched their tents 
firſt on this very mount of Oliver, 
when they came to the final over- 
throw of Feru/alem ; and when the 
ſiege was begun in form, Veſpeſian 
ſurrounded. the city on every fide 
with a wall of thirty · nine furlongs, 
and thirteen turrets in it, which 
was, to the wonder of the world, 
compleated in three days, under the 
direction of Titus. By this means, 
all poſſibility of eſcaping was cut 
off from the citizens, and the great- 
eſt diſtreſs that ever befel a city en · 
ſued.— Titus ordered the city to be 
laid flat with the ground, and to 
leave nothing ſtanding, which the 
ſoldiers ſo punctually executed, that 
the place looked as if it had never 
been inhabited. 

S. Where did Feſus go, * 
he entered Feruſalem in this trium - 
phant manner? 

T. To the temple; where in the 
court of the Gentiles, finding mo- 
ney changers and ſellers of doves 
carrying on an illicit trade by fraud 
and uſury, he overturned their ta- 
bles and ſtalls, and drove them out, 
telling them, that they bad made 
the temple a den of thieves. 
S. But how could the * of 
God become a den of thieves ? 

T. I will tell you in the words of 


St. Jerome. In the temple of Feru- 


8 alem, ſays he, the fineſt and moſt 
«ſpacious of atiy in the whole world, 


whither Fetus aſſembled almoſt from 


all countries, ſacrifices of different 
kinds, ſome for the rich, and others 
for the poorer ſort, were ay 
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by the law; but, becauſe thoſe, 
who came from a-far, often want- 
ed ſuch ſacrifices, the prieſts took 
the advantage to buy up all thoſe 
beafts, which were appointed for 
this purpoſe, and having fold them 
to thoſe that wanted, received them 
at their hands back again. And be- 
eauſe ſome, who came to worſhip, 
were ſo very poor, that they had 


not money enough to purchaſe ſo 


much as the 1% er facriftees, which 
were birds; to remedy this incon- 
veniency, the prieſts ſet up bankers, 
in one of the courts of the temple, 
to lend them money upon ſecurity; 
but this coming within the law, 
which forbade uſury, they appoint - 
ed a kind of paton-brokers, inſtead 
of bankers, who for the advance of 
à {mall ſum, took fruits, herbs, and 


other conſumeables, inſtead of uſe- 


money. Therefore our Lord ob- 
ferving and difapproving this way 
of traffice, ſet up by the prieſts in 
his father's houſe, not only expelled 
their agents, but arraigned them al- 


ſo for a pack of thieves; ; for he rs a 


robber that makes lucre religion, 


and whoſe worſhip is not ſo much the 
veneration be has for God, as the ap- 


portunity of making hi; on inter 
and advantage. * 


S. What ſaid the N and the 


| people to theſe acts of authority! 3 


T. The people wondered, and 
with the very children, inden 


their Hoſannas ; ; bur the rulers were 


greatly enraged, and with great 


wrath, aſked Feſus, IF be Beard the 


acclamations of the peop 


F. What reply did Ta) ane! 4 


7. He filenced them quickly by 
ewig that what was fo difpleaſ- 
ing to them, did really fulki the 
Tit Which faith, Out f i the 


mouths of babes and fucklings, thou 
haft per fected praiſe. But he could 
not ſtem the torrent of their ma- 
lice, for they hencefor ward ſought 
all occaſions to deſtroy Bim. 

S. Did Jeſet withdraw bimſelf 
from their malice? 

7. No: He continued in the 
temple, and diſcourſed to his diſci- 
ples of many things relating to his 
paſſion, and particularly, of the ef- 


ficacy of his death, and what a po -- 


erful means it would prove to con- 
vert the world to his religtun, more 
powerful indeed than even his life 
could poſſibly be; even as; corn, 
though it dies in the ground, when 
ſown, riſes again with a vaſt abun- 
dance and increaſe. ** 

S. Did Jeſus never ſhew any 
reluctance to death, while he thus 
difcourſed ? 

T. Yes: In this laſt difcourſe he 
ſeemed to be feized with a ſudden 
natural horror of his approaching 
death; but though he was going at 
the firſt ſhock to requeſt God's re- 
prieve from it, he changed his peri- 
tion, and with an entire ſubmiſſion 
to the will of his father, defired 10 
glorify his name, in what method he 
ſhould think proper. 

FS. Did the father anſwer his pe-- 
tirion ? * 

7. A voice from heaven anſwer- 
ed: I have both glorified i it, and wilt 
gr} it again. 

Did the people hear this hea- 
venly voice, 
T. Yes: Some thought it was a 
thunder: clap, others thought it was 
the voice of an angel. But Jeſus 
informed them, that it was ſent to 
convince them of his divine miſſion, 

S. How had God glorified bis 


name by Feſus ? 
me by Feſus 7. God 


by 


7. God had been glorified by the 

raching and miracles of Ja; 
which publiſhed and proclaimed the 
RET eee 
S. How was his nahe glorified a- 
" T By Chriſt's teſurtection and 


afcention, by the deſcent of the Ho- 


ly Ghoft, and by catty ing the ſound 
of the goſpel to the | ends of the 


„ 


S. How did his hearers behave 
- after this divine teſtimony of his 


miſſion? 3 
T. They were ſo prejudiced in 
the expectation of an immortal Meſ- 


ftah, that hearing him diſcourſe of 


his approaching death, and its be- 
nefits to mankind, they charged 


him with ncon/eftency... 


S. How did Jeſus convince them 
of their error? 
T. He only recommended a good 
uſe of his inſtructions for the ſhort 
time they were to have them; and 
then withdrew. ee reg 
S. Where did Feſus withdraw to? 
7. Not far; for we find him a- 
gain in the temple towards the e- 
vening of the ſame day, which was, 
what we call Palm ſunday; when 
he declared himſelf openly to be a 


meſſenger ſent from God to offer ſal- 


vation to all mankind z. exhorted 
the people to believe in him as ſuch, 
and threatened divine. vengeance in 


the laſt day, againſt all that would 


not Pelieve It.. | 
S. Where did Jeſus retire to, that 
ii fi. . 
T. To. Bethany but he returned 
to Jeruſalem next day. But in the 
way finding himſelf a little hungr 


he went to a fg tree, in the road, 


to pull ſome fruit, and when he 
found. none, he to ſignify his Al- 
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mighty power, cured the tree; fo 
that it withered away. — Being now 
come again to Jeruſalem, he went, 
as before, directly to the temple, 
Where finding the traders replaced 
by order of the Phariſees and prieſts, 
he, drove them out again. Upon 
which the chief prieſts, ſcribes, and 
rulers of the people, demanded his 
commiſſion for fo doing. 
S. What reply did Feſus give to 
hh ,, / ( 
T. He aſked them whether the 
Baptiſm of 'Zobn was of divine, or on- 
Iy of human inftitation ? And when 
they declared that they could not 
tell; our Saviour rejoined, neither 
is it neceſſary for me to give you 
an account of my commiſſion and 
authority, ſince you grant that a 
man may lawfully preach, and bap- 
tize, and entertain diſciples, as Jobn 
did, without the appointment and 
permiſſion of the Sanhedrim. After 
this, Jeſus ſpake to them in parables, 
that upbraided the Phariſees, &c. 
with hypocriſy, cruelty, and con- 
tempt, of religion, and. denounced 
ſevere judgments of God againſt © 
„ | 3 
S. Why did the rulers, &c. ſay 
they could net tell, whether John g 
Baptiſm was F divine or human in- 
ſtitution? A teat 
T. Becauſe, if they had allowed 
it to be of divine inſtitution, they 
muſt have accuſed themſelves of ine 
piety and incredulity; and had they 
ſaid it was of human inſtitution on- 
ly, they dreaded the fury of the peo»: 
ple, who looked upon him as a pro- 
phet, and might have thereby been 
provoked to ſtone tem. 
S. What were the parables Fea 
ſus ſpake to them alterwards? : 


7. The 


S. Be pleaſed to explain theſe 
r 

T. In the firft, God is the man, 
and the Fews and Gentiles are his 
#190 ſons, The Jews are the ſecond 
Jon, who having promiſed. perfect 


_ obedience to God's commands, had 


done nothing. The Gentiles are the 
other ſon, who, though at firſt were 
diſobedient, ſerving divers luſts, and 
gave themſelves up to idolatry, re- 


pented at the preaching of the goſ- 
pel, and being converted from the 


evil of their ways, applyed them- 
ſelves in earneſt to the will of God. 
Or we may here underſtand two 
kinds of Jetos (ver. 32.) the Scribes 
and Phariſees to be the ſecond fon, 
who pretended moſt to religion, 


and à zealous performance of the 


hw, when in reality they regarded 
none of its weightier precepts. And 


the Publicans and finners to be the 


ether ſon, who, having at firſt lived 
in tranſgreſſion, more readily heark- 
ened and obeyed the terms of the 
goſpel, when they ſaw the mighty 
works, which Chtiſt wrought in 


confirmation of his doctrine. 


In the ſecond parable, Almighty 
God is the houſeholder; the church 
of God then confined to the Fewi/h 
nation, is the vineyard ; the plant- 
ing and hedging it about, denotes 
God's peculiar” favour and provi- 


dence towards that people, whom 
be bleſſed with a revelation of his 


will, atid by his laws and ordinan- 
ces, diſtinguiſhed them from all o- 
ther nations. By the «wine-preſs and 
ſotuer, c. we are to underſtand 
the temple and altar, &c, built and 


; % 
* 
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ordained for his peculiar ſervice a- 
mongſt them. The prięſis, levites, 
dacfors and rulers of the Few 
church and ſtate, are the hy/band- 
men. to whom the vineyard was let 
out, and are accuſed of want of 
duty, and neglect of cultivating the 
vineyard, or of inſtructing the peo- 
ple committed to their charge. The 
Fruits are the returns of duty pro- 
portioned to the advantages of know- 
ing and performing it. The ſer- 
vants were the Prophets whom God 
had ſent from time to time to call 
them to repentance, by denuncia- 
tions of vengeance, and promiſes 
of reward. The Son ſent at loft, 
is Jeſus Chrit, whom they ſoon 
after put to death. And, laſtly, 
the other huſbandmen, to whom the 
vineyard is given, are the Gentiles, 
to whom the goſpel is preached with 
ſucceſs. by A} NS as 
The third parable repreſents God 
the Father, under the character of 
a King : the Lord Jeſus Chrift, by 
the name of his Son (who is fre- 
quently called the Spouſe of his 
church:) and the goſpel diſpenſation 
is the marriage. ſeaſt. The gueſts 
firft invited were the Jets the 
ſervants ſent forth to invite them 
were the Prophets, Jobn the Baptiſt, 
and the Apeſtles: the new pueſts 
were the Gentiles and the perſon 
that wanted the wedding garment, is 
an emblem of all thoſe that profeſs 
and believe, bur do not live up to 
the principles of Chriſts religion. 
FS. Did the Phariſees underſtand 
T7. Les: And went in great 
rage to oonſult how to enſnare Je- 
ſus in his ſpeech, ſo as to make him 
obnoxious to the government. 


* $8. What 


8. What queſtion did they pro- 
poſe to him? N 
T. They joined with the Herodi- 
ans, who were zealous for the Roman 
government, and ready. to puniſh 
every one that ſhould, riſe up or 
ſpeak againſt it, aſked him, M hether 
it was lawful for them to groe tribute 
to Cæſar, or not? Hoping, that the 
people would deteſt him, as a be- 
trayer of their ancient liberties, 
ſhould he anſwer in the affirmative - 
and ſhould Feſus reply in the nega- 
tive, they had the Herodians ready 
to ſeize. on bim, as a ſtirrer up of 
ſedition, and as a rebel againft the 
Roman emperor, Tiberius Ceſar. 
S. How did Feſus anſwer this 
inſiduous queſtion ? | 

T. Shew me, ſays he, the tribute- 
money: and when they acknow- 
ledged that this tribute or capitation- 
tax-money was flamped with the 
buſt- or image of the emperor of 
Rome, be ſent them away con- 
founded, with a render, therefore, 
unto Ceſar, the things that are Cz- 
far's : andunto (30D, the things that 
are God's. HE BO 4: 

S. Does not Chriſt in this an- 
ſwer determine C&SAR's right to 
demand tribute of the Jets? 

T. I will give you the opinion 
of.our beſt commentators. —Since 
the Jeu had now ſubmitted to the 


Roman government, as they had 


formerly done to the Aſhrian.; 


which national ſubmiſſion, with pro- 
miſe of fidelity, having now ob- 
tained about 100 years, was a juſt 
ground for Cæſar's right; ſince, 
beſides this, Cæſgar had indulged 
them in the exerciſe of their religi- 
on, and the enjoyment of their ci- 
vil rights; had fought their battles, 
and had protected them againſt the 


* 
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Arabians, Parthians, and other 
common enemies; ſince, more eſ- 
pecially, it was a received maxim 
among the Jetos, that where-ever ' 
the money of ar.y perſon was own- 
ed, as the current coin of the king- 
dom, there the inhabitants acknow- 
ledged that perſon to be their lord 
and governor ; and ſince the Fews 
accepted, and trafficked with Cz- 
ſar's money, and held it current in 
all their payments, our Saviour's an- 
ſwer, Render therefore unto Ceſar, 
which is founded upon, their own 
principles, muſt needs be deemed a 
poſitive declaration of Ce/ar's right 
to receive tribute, and ſuch other ac- 
knowledgements as belonged to the 
ſtate and dignity of the poſt where- 
in providence had placed him : for 
as peace cannot be ſecured without 
Forces, nor forces had without pay; 
nor pay without taxes or tribute; 
it follows, that taxes or tribute ought 
to be paid to the perſon actually go- 
verning (ſo long as he continues to 
govern, ) in conſiderationof the com- 
mon ſafety and protection, which are 
ſecured by the preſent poſſeſſor 
the government. | | 
S. Did the Phariſees propoſe no 
more queſtions at this time? 

T. No: They were quite con- 
founded at this anſwer. But the 
Saducees, who did not believe in a 
reſurrectian, thought they had a 
queſtion not capable of an anſwer. 
S. What was that? 

T. Jeſus bad diſcourſed on the 
certainty of the reſurrectian of ho- 
dies. And the Saducees, falſly ſup- 
poſing that the ſame relations that 
now are, would continue then : 
and that the world to come muſt 
be continued, and mankind propa- 
gated by marriages, a8 they pate 


a % * N 


this world, bring him a caſe of a 
woman, who had married ſeven 


ed, whoſe wife ſhe was to be at the 
general reſurrection? + rity 
S. How did Chriſ ſolve this 
difficulty? KPA Et 

7. The difficulty lying only in 
their © miſtaken notion of a future 
Rate, Jeſus endeavoured to ſet them 


the world to come, men would be 
immortal, and live like angels; 
would neither marry nor be capa- 
ble of decay. And then concluded 


reſurrection, from a_ book whoſe 
authority they durſt not deny. 
S. What were the words? 
7. Gop ſaid to Moſes, Tam the 
God of thy Father, the God of Abta- 
ham, the God of Iſaac, and the God 
Jacob; (Exod. iii. 6.) 
S. I do not ſufficiently conceive 
the force of this proof. 
T. The argument, which is im- 
plied in this text, is this, — That, 
fince to be the God of any one, is a 


God to be a kind benefactor, who 
either doth, or will do good to ſuch 
perſons, as are in his favour, and 
under his protection; ſince God is 
not the God of the dead, and can have 
no regard or conſideration for ſuch, 
as Are mere non entities, or fo dead 
as never to return to life again; and 
ſince in this life Abraham, Iſaae and 
Jacob received no ſuch ſignal kind- 
neſſes from the Almighty, as an- 
ſwered the emphatical expreſſion of 
his being their Cod; it muſt, neceſ- 
farily follow, that God, in decla- 
ring himſelf to be their God, did ſo- 
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right, by informing them, that in 


with a proof of the reality of the 


federal expreſhon, which denotes 


lemnly engage himſelf to make them 


what the author of the Hebrews 
obſerves, (Heb. xi. 16.) And let 


brothers ſucceſſively : and then aſæ- me add, —This way of arguing was 


of great force againſt the Saductzs, 
who denied the immortality of the 
ſoul, as well as the reſurrectian of 
the body: and at the ſame time it 
fully proves the reſurrection of the 
body: for fince the fouls of Abra- 
ham, Iſadc and Jacob, were not the 
entire per ſans of Abraham, Iſaac * 
Jacob, who conſiſted of bodies, as 
well as ſouls, it would from hence 
follow, that God could truly be 
their God, i. e, their rewardet and 
bounteous benefactor, no other way 
than by a feſurtection of their bo- 
dies, to be reunited to their pro- 
per ſouls, So the Saducees were 
ſilenced alſo. But the proud enter- 
priſing ſpirit of the Phariſees, had, 
by this time, rallied their courage, 
and Cooked up another queſtion, 
with great hopes to enſnare Jeſus. 
S. What Fun Haug 175 3 
7. They deſired him to decide 
which was to be actounted the greateſt 
commandment of all. For at that time 
ſome of the learned Jets gave. the 
preference to the obſervation of the 
ſabbath ; others, to the ordinance 
of circumciſion ; and again, others, 


to the precept of ſacrifices. © 


S. How did Chi anſwer this 
<_ CET TTY e 
T. He reduced the whole law to 
the love of God above all things; a8 in 
(Deut. vi: 5.) and the love of our 
Neighbour, as ourſelves, (Levit. xix. 
18.) The former including the ſtrict 
obſervation of the f; and the 
latter, the obſervation of the ſecond 
table of the law. On theſe two com- 
mandments, ſays he, hang all the law 
and the prophets, (Matt. xxit. 40.) 
Or in them is contained all that 
the 


the law and the prophets do require, 
in reference to our duty to God and 
man. 

$. Was this anſwer e 
to the Phariſees? 

T. The doctor that propoſed it 
was ſatisfied there with. 

S. But permit me to ſay, I am 
not. For I have been taught, that 
there is a duty due to ourſelves, as 
well as to God and our Nerghbour. 
How then can the love of God and 
of our Neighbour be the whole duty 
of man ? 

T. I grant you have been taught 
ſo; and that there are ſome pre- 
cepts of temperance, which we owe 
to ourſelves : yet they are ſuch, as we 
may be moved to perform from the 
true love of God and of our Neigh- 
bour, For the love of God will pre- 
ſerve us from all impatience, diſcon- 
tent, and evil defires : it will make 
us. watchful over ourſelves to keep 
a good conſcience, as being ſolici- 
tous for our eternal welfare: and 
the love of our Neighbour will re- 
ſtrain us from all angry paſſions, 
ſuch as envy, malice, and other 
| perturbations, which ariſe againſt 
him. So that theſe commandments 
may properly be called an abridg- 
ment of the whole duty of man, or 
of the whole ſcripture. 

S. Why do you call him a Doc- 
tor, that propoſed this laſt queſtion 
to Jeſus, when St. Marthetu, xxii. 
35. calls him a Lauyer; and St. 
Luke, xx. 39. a Scribe? 

T. Becauſe all theſe words are 
| {hnonymous, they do not differ in 
ſenſe in the Jewiſb hiſtory, The 
fſeribe that fat in Moſes's chair, 
(Matt. xxiii. 2.) to read and inter- 
pret-the law to the people, was pro- 
0 called Doctor. The /cribe, 
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which was ſet apart to expound the 
traditions, received from their fore; 
fathers, and called va or laws, was 
called a Lauer; and they who 
were appointed to copy out the Bi- 
ble, and to preſerve the purity. of the 
text, were called ſcribes in the ſtrict 
meaning of the word. Tho ſome- 
times the people would flatter them 
all with the higheſt title of door. 

S. How long did Jeſus continue 
in the temple, this day ? 

T. Till the evening. And be- 
fore he departed, he, in his turn, 
put one queſtion to them, which 
none of his oppoſers could anſwer. 

S. What was that ? 

7. He aſked them in what ſenſe 
the Meſſiah could be David's ſon, 
when David himſelf (P/al. cx. 1.) 
called him his Lord, But they could 
not anſwer him: becauſe they were 
ignorant that as man, the MAaſſiab 
was the Son, or deſcended from the 
family of David; but 
his Lord. 

S. Where did 7eſus retire to on 
Monday evening ? | 

T. To Bethany. 

S. When did Jeſus return again 
to Ser 

T. Next morning, being Tweſ- 
40. And in the way, his apo/Ules, 
with ſurprize, taking notice to him 
that the fig-tree he had curſed the 
day before, was withered to the ve- 
ry root, he exhorted them to affed- 
faſt faith in God; fervency and 
per ſeverance in their prayers, and to 
a forgiving temper ; aſſuring them, 
that, if they had faith, and doubted 
not, they ſhould not only do what 
he had done to the fig- tree; but al- 
ſo that if they ſhould fay unto the 
mountain, Bethou removed, and be 
thou caft into the * it ſhould be done. 
S. What 


as God, Was 
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S. Was not this promiſe a little 

bolical? n 5 
| M No: It was founded upon a 
proverb very familiar to the Fews, 
who intending to extol any of their 
doors for his great dexterity in 
ſolving difficult queſtions, common- 
ly faid, that ſuch @ one was a rooter 
up of mountains. And thus it im- 
plies no more than that his * 
diſciples ſhould be able, in confir- 
mation of the Chriſtian faith, to do 
the moſt difficult things, and folve 
the moſt knotty queſtions and ar- 
guments againſt the goſpel. 

S. Did Feſus take his place again 
in the temple this day alſo? 

T. Yes: And in his diſcourſe in- 
veighed openly and ſeverely againſt 
the pride, hypocriſy, covetouſneſs, 
undutifulneſs, impiety, and cruelty 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, To 
which he added a pathetic exclama- 
tion againſt Feruſalem, for murder- 
ing the prophets and meſſengers of 
God, who had been ſent to call 
them to repentance. And it was 
about the evening of this day, that 
he ſaw and commended the charity 
of the poor 'widow, who 'threw 
her two mites, or a farthing, being 
all ſhe had, into the treaſury. 

S. To what. uſe was the aims, 
thrown into the treaſury applied? 
T. Not only to the relief of the 
poor, but to the repairs, adorning, 


Fe. the temple, (2 Kings xii. 9. 


and Joſephus in Bello Jud. Lib. vi. c. 
14. who fays, That Herod built the 


_ temple: with the money contained 
in the holy treaſury, and with the 


tributes ſent from all parts of the 
world.) „„ ROW W 100 
S. Did nothing more happen this 
day at Jeruſalem ? en! 
that there 


. 


7. It does not appear 


4 « 
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did; but in their return this evett- 
ing to Bethany, the apoſtles remarks 
ing the largeneſs of the tones, ſome 
of which were twenty-five cubits 
long, eight high, and twelve broad; 
the r:chneſs of the ornaments, or ſpails 
taken by their kings in war; pre- 
ſents ſent by foreign princes; coſt- 
ly gifis, which the Fews from all 
parts of the world, uſed to ſend to 
Jeruſalem, and a vine of maſſy gold, 
of a prodigious weight and value, 
Herod's free gift, all which hung a- 
gainſt the walls and pillars of the 


temple, for the people to behold ; 


and laſtly, remarking the beauty and 
ſtatelineſs of the whole fabrick ; our 
Saviour, contrary to the received 
opinion, that the temple was to laſt 
even until the end of the world, 
told them peremptorily, that it 
would not be long, before this large, 
ſtrong, rich, beautiful, and ſtately 
building, ſhould be ſo entirely ruin- 
ed, that not ſo much as one ſlone 
ſhould be left on another, 2 

S. Was not this propheſy too hy- 
perbolical? | 

T. No; For firſt, in about for- 
ty years after one Taurus or Teren- 
tius Rufus, whom Titus left chief 
commander of his army in Judea, 
did with a plough-ſhare, tear up the 
foundations of the temple, and there- 
by ſignally fulfilled the words of 
Micah. iii. 12. This alſo might 
very well be faid to be a litteral 
completion of our Saviour's prophe- 
cy before us; but to put it out of 
all doubt, God brought it to paſs 
in this manner.—Fulian the Apeſ- 
tate, with a view to deſtroy the cre- 


dit of Chriſt's propheſy, licenced 


the Fetus to rebuild their temple at 
Jeruſalem. On which occaſion they 
picked up every ſtone of the old 

| foun- 


new edifice: but this was no ſooner 
done, than Heaven, to prevent their 


deſign, ſent flaſhes of fire out of the 


new foundation they had dug, and 


ſo blaſted and terrifted them, that 


they were forced to give over their 
enter prize, after they had pulled up 
and removed all the remains of the 
old temple, and aſſiſted in the ac- 
compliſhing of our Saviour's pro- 
phecy, that not one ſtone of that mag- 
nificent building ſhould be 4%f upon 
another. e | 

S. What ſaid his apoſtles to fo 
ſtrange a declaration? * 

T. They did not doubt of its 
coming to paſs ; but they enquired 
when it would happen? And what 
would be the previous ſigns of its 
accompliſhment. | 

S. Did Jeſus ſatisfy their curio- 
ſity ? Yu 

T. Yes: for as it was not a queſ- 
tion of mere curioſity, but neceſſa- 
ry to be anfwered in order to pre- 
ſerve his diſciples from many frauds 
and impoſitions; Jeſus told them, 
that the ſigns of it would be the ſet- 

ting up of many impgſtors and falſe 
Cbriſts, the hearing of rumours of 
wars ; the feeling of famines, plagues, 
and earthquakes ; the feeing of won- 
derful and amazing fights in the air; 
their ſuffering perſecution for his 


name; and the  propagatron of the 


geſpel, over all the world. 

S. Did all theſe ſigns anſwer this 
prediction ? | * 

T. As to the impeſtors and falſe 


Chri/ts, J have already given you 


a ſufficient proof (p. 383. See 4 /f 
Joſeph. Antiq. Lib. xx. c. 6.) oc- 
caſioned by the general expectation 
of the Meſſiab, according to the na- 
tional interpretation of Daniel's pro+ 
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foundation, to help to build their 


pheſy.— The wars were not only - 
thoſe the Jetus had with the Syrians, 
not long before the deſtruction of 

their city; but the conteſts between 
Otho and Vitellius, and again, be- 
tween Vitellius and Veſpaſian at Rome; 
and the inteſtine broils, rebellions, 
and revolts of the Jetiſh nation, 
which diſtreſſed them before their 
general calamity, muſt be taken in- 
to the account, as ſtrictly fulfilling 
our Saviour's words. —In the fourth 
year of the emperor Claudius, there 


was a great famine throughout the 


whole Roman empire; but it was 
felt moſt feverely in Pale/tine, where 
many periſhed with hunger. And 
if we may credit Foſephus, he in 
the 23d chapter of his 4th book of 
Zewiſh wars, informs us, that God 
ſent both famine and peſtilence up- 
on the cities of Judea at the im- 
precation of Niger, whom the Jews 
had ſlain. In the reigns of the ſaid 
Claudius, and afterwards under Ne- 
ro, the leſſer Afia, and the iſles in 
the Archipelago, where the Jews in- 
habited, were much diſturbed by 
earthquakes; and in the night, when 
the /dumeans encamped before Je- 
ruſalem, there blew fuch a violent 
tempeſt of wind and rain, mixed 


with ſuch terrible flaſhes of Tght- 


ning, claps of thunder, 'and bellow- 
ing of earthquakes; as to put all the 
people to their wits end, to think 
ſays the fame author, what thoſe 
prodigies might portend, (De bells, 
Jud. Lib, iv. c. 7.)—And he alfo 
aſſures us, that a comet like a fla- 
ming ſword, hung over, and, as it 
were, pointed down to the city of 
Feruſalem, a whole year together; 
armies in battle-array, &c. appeared 
frequently in the clouds; a great 


light refembling the fur at noon-day, 


one 
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ſhone upon the temple and the altar 


in the middle of the night, at the 


feaſt of the paſſovet; and at the fame 


feaſt, the maſſy braſs gate of the 
temple, Which twenty men could 
hardly ſhut, opened of itſelf, though 


at that time faſtened with bolts and. 


bars; beſides, the articulate words, 
Let us be gone, let us be gone, ſound- 
ed in the ears of the prieſts, as they 
officiated in the temple, at the feaſt 


of Pentecoſt, or W hitſuntide, All 


which prodigies are confirmed alſo 
by the heathen, Tacitus. No body 
will deny the fulfilling of that part 


of the n which predicted 


the perſecution of the belieuers; for 


it is confeſſed by its bittereſt ene- 
mies, that chriſlianity no | ſooner 
began to ſpread, but the Jews, by 
letters, excited their brethren, in all 
parts of the world, to perſecuie its 
preachers and profeſſors. Our Sa- 
viour was ſcarce aſcended, when 
Saul breathed out threatnings and 
 faughter againſt the diſciples of Cbriſt; 
ſnut many of them up in priſan; 
though he himſelf being converted 
was, with his companion Silas, im- 
priſoned. and beaten in the ſyna- 
gogue, c. as were alſo Peter and 

n. Stephen was put to death, 
dy order of the council; James the 
Greater, by Herad ; James the Leſs, 
by Ananus, the bigh-prieſt ; and 
there would be no end of enume- 
rating the martyrs and confeſſors, 
that witneſſed to the faith in Chriſt, 
by their ſufferings and blood, under 
the ew! government, and the 
iniquitous admuniſtration of the cru- 
el Nero; during which time, Chri/- 
trans, being ſtigmatized with the 
artful name of enemies to all ſocie- 
ty, they that killed them, thought 

that * did God ſervice.— And as 


Tbe Nx w eee explamed, _ 


to the early propagation of the RY 
pel over all che world, I need on- 
ly refer to the account I have given 
you of the appſtles of Jeſus Chrift, 
on p. 340, c. to convince, you 
that the ſound of the goſpel had 
gone forth into all the earth, and 
their words unto the ends of the 
world, before the temple of Feru- 
ſalem was, deſtroyed: in the manner 
Jeſus had foretold., ee 

S. All chis I conceive to be true. 
But what, do you ſay to the other 
part of this prophetic diſcourſe, 
where we-are told, that immediate- 
ly after the tribulation of thoſe days, 
the fun ſhould be darkened, and the 
moan ſhould not give her light, and 
the /ars ſhould fall from beaven, 
and the powers of heaven ſhould be 
ſhaken, when we are well aſſured, 
that no ſuch things have as yet come 
to paſs, after ſo many ages? 

- & Dear Sir, theſe words were 
ſpoken in 2 metaphorical ſenſe, as 
uſual. with the Prophets and other 
authors, to expreſs more emphati- 
cally that entire deſtruction, and 
utter deſolation, which God, who 
dwelleth in the heavens, bringeth 
upon any nation. For you will 
find the like expreſſions in Ja. xiii, 
9. Which words of the prophet are 
underſtood by the great Rabbi Ma- 
monides, proverbially, to import no 
more than the deſtruction and utter 
ruin of a nation, and of ſuch. per- 
ſons more eſpecially, who for their 
ſtate. and dignity, might be com- 
pared to the fun, moon, and ftars, as 
you may find it in his Aore Ne- 
voch, Lib. ii. and certainly we are 
not yet arrived to ſuch a degtee of 


impiety, as to deny our Saviour the 


liberty to ſpeak in proverbs alſo on 
a ſimilar ſubject; wherefore I ſay, 
that 


Me Diſſolution 6f the Jewiſh State. 


_ that the ſenſe of our Saviour's words 
muſt be, That after the taking and 

deftroying of Feruſalem, God's judg- 

ments would ſtill purſue the people; 
fo that thoſe, who ſurvived the ruin 
of their country, ſhould be diſperſed 
Into different regions, ſold for ſlaves, 
or reduced to a condition worſe than 
fla very. For, thoſe Fews that were 
carried to Rome, were reſerved on- 
ly to adorn the triumph of their 
conqueror; they that fled to Anti- 
och for ſhelter were there crrelly 
maſſacred; they that truſted to the 
fortifications - of the ſtrong caſtle 
Maſſada, flew one another, rather 
than fall into the hands of their e- 
nemies. Some indeed eſcaped to 
Thebes and Alexandria, but the 
ſcourge of God brought them back 
and tortured them to death; and 
they of Cyrene, who liſted under the 
banner of Jonathan, the falſe pro- 


phet, were all cut to pieces by the- 


Roman general. And all theſe ca- 
lamities happened, immediately after 
the taking of Feruſalem ; and there- 
fore, without further ſearch into 
hiſtory, are enough to verify our 
Saviour's expreſſion, that the ſun 
was das kened, and the moon gave no 
light, upon that wretched people, 


whoſe ſtate and government were 


utterly deſtroyed. - 
_ © 8,” Did our Sure diſciples 
ſuffer with the N in theſe cala- 
mities? 

8 They Walen it would hap - 
pen as Chri/? declared; z and then 
you hear, they with a view to their 
own ſafety,” and to eſcape that de- 
ſolation, aſked their maſter; what 
figns would indicate its approach; 
accordingly our Saviour gave them 
the ſigns already explained; and 
| oa * them, that when 
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they ſhould ſee Feruſalem was in- 
veſted. with armies, and the temple 
polluted, they might then eonclude 
that this diſſolation was near, and 
that it was time ſor them to retire 
to ſome place of ſafety. Accord- 
ingly, as they believed in the Lord, 
as ſoon as they ſaw-Ce/tius Gallus 
ſit down before that city, thoſe 
Chriſtians, that were within the 
walls remembered this prophecy, 
and the general, without any viſi- 
ble cauſe, raiſing the ſiege on a ſud- 
den, retired immediately to Peila, 
in Paræa, a mountainous country, 
and to other places under the go- 
vernment of king Agrippa, where 
they found ſafety. 

S. Pray Sir, can you recolla 
how great the deſolation was, which 
the Jets ſuffered in the laſt war 
with the Romans? 

T. The number of lain were ele- 
ven- hundred thouſand, and the pri 
ſoners were ninety- ſeven- thouſand. 
They above fourteen years were ba- 
niſhed into Egypt to work in the 
mines, and the younger were ſold 
for ſlaves into different nations. 
Some indeed were reſerved to be 
expoſed to wild beaſts on the Ro- 
man theatre, and as Gladiators, to 
kill one another for ſport and di- 
verſion of the ſpectators. | 

S. Could not Feſus have een 
ed his diſciples out of a great deal 
of anxiety, by informing them of 
the preciſe time, when theſe afflic- 
tions would come upon the rebel- 
lious Teius? 

. — _ as s God, = 
could; and I am inclined to think 
that they aſked him ſo to do; but 
he declared poſitively, that no cre- 

ated being could certainly know 
the preciſe time of its coming; to 
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that time, to keep ourſelves in a 
ſtate of perpetual watchfulneſs, in 
a faithful diſcharge of our duties, 
and in a conſtant perſeverance in 
prayer to God; concluding his ex- 
bortation with the parabolical ex- 
amples of the. 
wicked ſeruants; the wiſe and fool- 
50 virgins, and the diligent and 


. . ſdathful ſervants, which are obvious 


to every capacity, | 
S. But Sir, my greateſt difficul- 
ty is yet behind. Does not our 


Saviour in this prophetic diſcourſe 


add ſomewhat concerning his com- 
ing again to judgment at the laſt day? 
And does he not in the ſame con- 
text declare that this generation ſhould 
not paſs away, until all thoſe things 
he had been fortelling of the day of 
Judgment, as well as of the deſirudt- 
on of Feruſalem, were done, (Matt. 
xxiv, 24, Mark xiii. 30.) ? 

* Sur Saviour mingled the „ns 
of the particular deſtruction of Je- 
rujalem, and of the general diſſolu- 
tion of the world together, to en- 
gage us at the approach of particu- 
lar judgments upon cities and na- 
tions, to be always mindful and 
prepared for the general judgment 
of the laſt day. As to the particu - 
lar expreſſion of that generation, 
not paſſing away till all the things 
he mentioned were done; it muſt 
be noted that the Jets, to whom 
Jeſus was diſcourſing, uſed to di- 
vide the duration of the world into 
three generations, conſiſting of 2000 
years each, whereof one was before 
the law, the ſecond under the law, 
and the third under the goſpel; 


therefore we muſt underſtand our 
Saviour to mean, that whatever he 


had foretold would certainly come 
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faithful, wiſe, and 
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inſtruct us as he did his diſciples at 


to paſs, and he would come again 
unexpectedly before the goſpel age 
of 2000 years, ſhould be accom- 
pliſhed. But though his divine wiſ- 
dom ſaw it convenient to hide from 
us the time of his coming to judg- 
ment, aknowledge which muſthave 
been rather hurtful than advantage- 
ous. to human nature, he is very 
explicit in his deſcription of the 
manner in which he will then appear, 
and of the proceſs of that awful day 
of the Lord. . | 

S. Be pleaſed to let me hear what 
he ſays on this ſubject. 

T. Then, ſays he, ſhall they ſee the 
fon of man (who is Feſus Chriftl) 
coming in the clouds of Heaven, with 
great power and glory. And then 
ſhall he ſend his angels, and ſhall 
ſummons ALL the people, that e- 
ver lived in the world, to appear be- 
fore his judgment ſeat in the air. 
(See 1 Theſſ. iv. 16, 17,)\where e- 
very one will be judged by the law 
of God and the evidence of his own 
conſcience, and receive their ſen- 
tence according to what they have 
done in the body, without any reſ- 
pect of perſons. | 

S. Where did Jeſus lodge this 
night? ; TE | 
T. He retired again in the even- 
ing to Bethany, and was entertain= 
ed at ſupper by one Simon, whom 
he had formerly cured; of a /eprefy. 
Here he was followed by one nam- 
ed Mary, by ſome: ſuppoſed to be 
Magdalen; who at ſupper time 
poured a rich ointment upon his 
head, which filled the whole houſe 
with its fragrant ſmell, and the a- 
poſtles with much indignation,” at 
her ſeeming prodigality : but Jeſus 
preſently ſilenced their muttermg 
by praiſing the action, and * 
t 


That wherever his goſpel ſhould be 
preached through the whole world, 
there ſhould this her magnificent 
reward to him be likewiſe publiſh- 
ed to. her everlaſting honour and 
renown. After ſupper. was ended, 
he retired to his uſual lodgings in 
Mardbe's houſe, 

Did Jeſus return to TFeruſas 
tm: on the Weadnejaay ? 

T. It does not appear that he did. 
But his enemies aſſembled this day 


a ſecond time at the houſe of Cai- 


Phas the high-prieft, to conſult how 
they might take Fe/us by ſome ſtra- 
tagem, and put him to death, with- 
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to betray him to his enemies, was 
pleaſed to give Fobn a token to 
know the traitor by; and having 
given Judas Iſcariat, a ſop, as 
he had told Jahn he would, bade 
him be expeditious in what he had 
to do. 

S. Did Judas, whets he found be 
was diſcovered, depart immediately? 
T. No: But as ſoon as their meal 
was ended, he left Bethany, and re- 
paired to the Sanhedrim then aſ- 
ſembled, as I told you before, with 
whom he agreed to deliver his maſ- 
ter Jeſus privately into their hands 
for thirty pieces of ſilver, or 31. 153. 


out running any danger from the fAlerhing, the uſual price given for a 


people, who held him 1n great ve- 
neration. - 

S. Who was this Caithes ? 

T. He is called Jaſeph, by the 


Tewiſh hiſtorians, who purchaſed - 


the high prieſthood of Valerius Gra- 
tus, and was depoſed by Vitellius, 
governor of Syria, after he had en- 
joyed that dignity ten years, He 
was ſucceeded by Jonathan, the ſon 
of Ananus or Annas, 

8. What did Feſus all this day 
at Bethany ? 

T. He inſtructed his diſciples in 
the great duties of humility and cha- 
rity ; without which he knew they 
would never become true miniſters 
of his word. To this end, he after 
their meal, took a towel like a ſer- 
vant in waiting, and with a baſon 
of water, waſned and wiped his 
apoſtles feet ; intimating by this 
action, as he afterwards explained 
himſelf, that they ſhould think it 
no diſparagement to them, to per- 
form the meaneſt offices of kind- 
neſs, and charity to one another. — 
It was now that he declared the 
| w_ intention of one of his apoſtles 


ws 125 


man or maid ſervant, under the le- 
vitical law, (Exod. xxi. 32.) 

9. Did the apoſtles know upon 
what deſign Judas was gone? 

T. None but Jahn, to whom 
our Lord had given the token or 
ſignal, as above : the other apoſtles, 
thought that, as Judas was the purſe- 


bearer, Feſus had ordered him to 


diſtribute ſome charity to the poor, 
as it was cuſtomary, before the eat- 
ing of the paſſover, or to provide 
what was neceſſary for that east, 
which was nigh at hand. 

S. Did not Jeſus inform them 
of the traytor's intention, after de 
was gone ? 

T. As they aſked him no 9 
tions concerning him, he employed 
the ſhort time he had to remain 
with them in preparing the other 
eleven apoſtles to bear his departure 
or death, with reſolution and con- 
ſtancy; and endeavoured to com- 
fort tbem with ſuch arguments as 


theſe, viz. That his death would 


be a means to diſplay both his own 
and his father's glery; foraſmuch as 


he ſhould not lie to fee corruption 
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in the grave, but riſe again from 
the dead on the third day, and af- 
w terwards aſcend up into heaven. 
= He then exhorted them to union 
| with one another, as the beſt means 
to defeat the deſigns of their ene- 
mies; and very earneſtly recom- 
mended to them, the duty of mu- 
tual love, to be the univerſal badge 
and character of his true diſciples 
for ever. Which character or badge, 
Chrift calls a net commandment, 
both becauſe it had been entirely 
loſt amongſt the /elfjþ Jes, and 
was a gener diſtinction from wo 


FFC 


CHA 


S. i EN did Jeſus return to 
Feruſalem ? 


T. On the Thurſday. 

S. Had he any place ſet apart for 
him and his diſciples, to eat the 
| Paſſover at Feruſalem ? 

T. No: But he ſent Peter and 
John before him to prepare all 
things, according to the law, at 
ſuch a perſons houſe, whoſe heart 
he had diſpoſed to receive them 
gladly, —W here it will be neceſla- 


in Feruſalem, at this time of the 
feaſt, were of common right to a- 
ny that would eat the baſſever in 
them. 

S. What had the wolle to pro- 
vide? 
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Par ER and JOHN prepare the Paſchal Lamb, Ec. 
- »avithdraws to the Rulers of the Jews to betray Ixsus. 
inſtituteth the Lord's-Supper, and diſcourſeth to his Diſciples 
concerning his approaching Death : Retires to GETHSAMENE, 
feweats Blond + is betrayed, ſeized, bound and led to the High- 
Prieſt, Sc. brought before PonTius PirArE and HEROD, 
who bear witneſs of bis Innocence; 
crucified between two Thieves, & 


ry to obſerve, | that all the houſes 
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diſciples of John, who were known 
by the au/terity of their lives; and 
of the Phariſees, who ſignalized 
themſelves by their 'hab:t or dreſs, 
and their ſeparation from other men. 

S. I always underſtood that Je- 


fas gave the ſep to Judas at the laſt 


ſupper, when Chriſt inſtituted the 


ſacrament of his body and blood. 

7. Then you was miſtaken ; for 
this was done at Bethany on the 
Wedneſday ; whereas the laſt ſupper 
was on Thurſday evening at Feru- 


ſalem, after which Chriſt ie 
that e er | 

TY. Cs 

"Jopas 
Jesvs 


is condemned io die, and is 
— 


* 8 A lamb, flain in the temple, 
and other things, as you have it 
particularly deſcribed on page 85. 

S. Did theſe apoſtles return to 
Bethany? 

T. Ves: Where they found their 
companions diſconſolate, at the 
thoughts of looſing their maſter, 
and all that ſecular greatneſs, which 
they had expected under the king- 
dom of the Maſſiab. But Jeſus 
having got-them together, preſent- 
ly raiſed their drooping ſpirits with 
the aſſurances of an happy immorta- 
tity, which could not be-purchaſed 
but by his blood and death; and 
with the promiſe of ſending them 
the holy ſpirit, who ſhould mm 

ang 
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and ſupport them under their af- | 
flictions and ſufferings; ſhould teach 


them all neceſſary truths, and ſhould 
inſpire them with courage and 
knowledge, ſufficient to withſtand 
and baffle all their enemies: which 


in a great meaſure would anſwer . 


the end of his preſence. with them, 
He alſo promiſed that they ſhould 
receive whatever they ſhould ask 
of God in his name, and ſhould 
be enabled to work greater mira- 
cles than they had ſeen him do, in 


confirmation of the goſpel. And 
legal ceremony of the paſchal ſupper, 


then takes his leave of them in theſe 


words; Peace I leave with you ; my 


peace I give unto you ; not as the 


world giveth, give I unto you ; let not 


your heart be troubled, other let it 
be afraid. 
FS. What did Jeſus * he had 
taken his leave in this manner? 

T. He, with his diſciples, aroſe 


and proceeded directly to the houſe 


in Jeruſalem, where they were to 
eat the paſchal lamb. 

S. Was Fans returned to his 
companions alſo? 
T. Les: Becauſe we hear Jeſus 
as ſoon as he that evening was ſat 
down to eat the paſchal ſupper, be- 
gan to renew the diſcourſe, that one 


| of the company ſhould certainly betray 


Bim. And Judas having the canfi- 
dence to aſk him, 1s ut I, was an- 
ſwered by him in the affirmative, 
That he was. * 
S. What ſaid Judas, when he 
found his treachery diſcovered? 
T. He withdrew himſelf imme- 
diately, and joined himſelf to his 
maſter's enemies, who impatiently 
expected a performance of his agree 
ment. 
. When did Jager retire from 


| the preſence of 7eſus? Was it be- 
fore or aſter ſupper? 


T. It was after the paſchal ſupper : 
and before the euchariſtical or ſacra- 
250 inſtitution of the Lord s ſup- 


5. Did not 8 thas 3 
of the Lord's ſupper ? H)! 
T. No: Our Saviour by detect - 
ing his wicked intention, did in a 
manner forbade him to approach 
that holy inſtitution. 

S. Be pleaſed to give me the ſcrip- 
ture account of the . inſtitution of 


the Lord's ſupper. 


T. After they had. fulfilled the 


Jeſus took bread and a cup of wine, 
bleſſed them both, and adminiſtred 
a ſmall quantity of each to his apoſ- 
tles. He broke the bread, and called 
the wine his own blood. of the new 
covenant, and commanded them to 
do the ſame, i. e. to eat bread and 
drink wine in the ſame ſacramental 
manner, even unto the end of the 
world, in remembrance of him, 
their Lord and Saviour, and of all 
that he ſhould ſuffer for ew, and 
all mankind, 

S. Was this all? 

7. Feſus then added;  Verily I 
ſay unto you, I will drint no more of 
the fruit of the vine, until that day I 
drink it new in the kingdom ef Gad. 
By which Jeſus gave them to un- 
derſtand, that this was the laſt pa 
chal ſupper which he ſhould eat, 
and the laſt wine that he ſhould 
drink with them, until he drank it 


new in the kingdom of Gad. 
S. How did this declaration af- 
fe the apoſtles? _ 0th) 


T. When they heard him. men- 
tion the kingdom of Gad, their hopes 
revived of a temporal kingdaas to be 
erected by 7eſus, at leaſt, after. his 
reſurrection; and tho they! did not 
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diſcloſe their minds'to their maſter, 
they contended amongſt themſelves 
about the dignity and honour each 
hoped to enjoy in that imaginary 
government, | | 
S. Did not Jeſus interpofe his 
authority to ſilence theſe miſcon- 
ſtructions? N 25 
T. Ves: He rebuked them all, 
and adviſed them to be humble and 
lowly in mind. Tben turning to 
Peter, he apprized him of the ſe- 
vere trial and danger, the enemy of 
mankind would preſently bring up- 
on him and his brethren. 
K. What faid Peter? | 
T. He with too much confidence 
of his own ſtrength, declared his re- 
ſolution to go with him to priſon, and 
to death. But Jeſus knowing the 
weakneſs of human nature, told 
him, that befbre the crowing of the 
cock, > a deny him thrice. © 
S. What time was the crowing 
of the cock ? of Da was 
. Prophane authors inform us, 
that the cock uſually crows twice 
in the night, once about midnight, 
and the ſecond time, at the fourth 
watch of the night, or much about 
break of day; and this latter, be- 
ing the louder and more obſervable, 
is that, which is properly called 
Aderrego ph, or the cock-crowtng. 
And that of this crowing of the 
cock, the evangelifts are to be un- 
derſtood, when they relate Chriſt's 
words thus, Before the cock crows, 
(i. e. before that time of the night, 
which is emphatically ſo called) 


thou ſhalt deny me thrice, appears- 


from St. Mart's ſaying, that the 
cock crew, after his fir? denial of 
Chrift, chap. xiv. 68, and crew a- 
gain after his third denial, ver. 72. 
S. Did Jefus return again this 
evening to Bethany? 


them to be his diſciples. 


T. No: He continued to dif- 
courſe to his diſciples of his love to+ 
wards them, and of the honour he 
had promoted thern to, by chuſing 
From 
thence he inferred their duty and 


intereſt, to perſevere in his faith and | 


doctrine, notwithſtanding the op- 
polition, difficulties, and perſecuti- 
ons they would meet with. Then 
he comforted them with a promiſe 
of his reſurrection and aſcention; 
of the ſending of the Holy Ghoſt 
the comforter; of his own interceſ- 
ſion for them at the right-hand of 


God; and of the efficacy of their 


prayers, offered up in his name to 
the throne of divine grace; conclud- 
ing with theſe remarkable words, 
Therefore I have told you theſe things, 
that in me ye might have peace; but 
in the world ye ſball have tribulation ; 
but be of good chear, I have overcome 
the world. 

S. What am to underſtand by 
good chear © | 
T. It means that neither the 
ſharpneſs of any affliction we feel, 
nor the terror of any we fear, ſhould 
ſo far vanquiſh our reaſon and re- 
ligion, as to drive us upon unlawful 
methods of declining, the one on 
delivering ourſelves from the other, 
We are to ſatisfy ourſelves in the 
juſtice, wiſdom, and goodneſs of. 
him, who orders all the events that 
befal us; to entertain them all with 
meeknefs, and much patience; to 
bring out wills into ſubjection to 
the divine will; to rejoice in the 


teſtimony of a good conſcience, and 


preſetve it at any rate, though with 
the hazard, nay certain loſs of all 
our wordly advantages, and to fet 
the ſupports and rewards of perſe- 
cuted truths, and afflicted piety, in 


- 


Je $Us prayeth in the Garden.” 


oppoſition to all the diſcbutage- 
ments and preſfures from abroad, 
and all the frailties of feeble and 
too yielding fleſh and blood at home. 

S. What am I to underſtand by 
the Warld, which Chri ift fays 1 have 
overcome © EE 

7. All the evil, wickedneſs, ma- 


lice, temptations, and troubles of 


the world; even all that we have 
reaſon to fear, or to flee from, ei- 
ther in this, or in the next life. 


S. How did Chrift overcome it? 


T. He overcame the wickedneſs 
of it, by expiating the ſins of man- 
kind in the ſacrifice of himſelf up- 
on the croſs, and by the powerful 
aſſiſtance of his grace, enabling all 
the faithful to conquer the paſſions 
of corrupt nature; it is malice, by 
diſappointing the deſigns of the de- 
vil, and his wicked inſtruments a- 
gainſt himſelf, and his goſpel, mak- 
ing his own ſufferings fatal to the 
contrivers, and ſaving to all peni- 
tent believers. Its temptations by 
that ſevere, but ſtill ſecial virtue, 
and heavenly piety, which ſhone 


fo bright in all his converſation; 


and the troubles of it, by ſubmitting 

to hunger, thirſt, poverty, and grief, 

to live like the meaneft, and to be 

treated like the 2wor/? of men. In 

fine, he overcame death itſelf, our 
laſt and moſt dreaded enemy. 


S, What did 7% Aer this dif- 


courſe was concluded, 
7. Be ot 
lemnly for himſelf, that he might 
be reinſtated in the- ſamę glory, 
which he had with the father from 
all eternity; for the unity, mutual 
love, preſervation, and ſanctifica- 
tion of his apo/tles ; and for the 
welfare of his church in this world, 

and the eternal happineſs of all 2 


prayed to God ſo- 
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ceeding chriſtians, Then he cloſed 
all with an hymn, which with the 
greateſt probability, is ſuppoſed to 
be the great Allelyab, which began 
at the cxiiith,, and ended at the 
cxvilith Pſalm ; becauſe this hymn 
was, by the Jetoiſb rituals, ordered 
to be ſung conſtantly at the paſ- 
chal ſupper, and in which, as the 
Fews obſerve, .the ſorrows of the 
Meffiah, and the reſurrection ol the 
dead are mentioned. 

S. Did Jeſus continue where he 
had eat the paſchal lamb? 

T. No: Having finiſhed, as above, 
he left not only the houſe, but the 
City alſo ; and paſſing over the broo 
Cedron, came to the garden of Geth- 
ſamene, where he and his apoſtles' 
had frequently retired for their pri- 
vate devotions. ; 

S. Where was this Cedron ? 

T. It is the ſame brook or rivu- 
let, which is in the Old Teftament, 
called K:4ron, and runs at the bot- 


tom of the valley of Jebeſbaphat, 


which lie to the E. between Feru- 
ſalem and mount Olivet. 

S. Where was the garden Geth- 
ſamene? | 

T. It took its name from the 
wine preſſes in it: and was between 
the foot of mount Oliver, and the 
breok Cedron, 

S. Did not Jeſus diſcourſe to his 0 
diſciples in the way, as he Was 
wont ? 

T. Yes: He put on an air of 
much concern, and explained the 
Prophecy of Zechariah, xiii. 7. ſante 
the ſhepherd, and the ſheep ſhall be 
ſcattered ; with in immediate ap- 
plication to himſelf and his apoſtles; 
who, he ſaid, would flee away from, 
and forſake him im his probing 


S. What 


diſtreſs. 
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© 8. What ſaid the apoſtles to this? 

T. Peter, without conſidering 
our Saviour's prediction of his fall, 
preſumptuouſly replied, . Lord, tho 
all mankind forſake thee, yet wall not 
J. And this reſolution was fo ſin- 
cere, that he doubted not to ſeal it 
With a tbo" he ſbould die, he would 
not deny him. 
1 115 Did Peter only N for him- 
Wo os; >: bicklc ouly : but all the 

reſt ſeconded his profeſſion with the 
fame undaunted intention and de- 
claration. 
F. Did all the apoſtles enter 
Getbfamene, with 17 . 

7. No: Feſus left the reſt with- 
out, and taking only Peter, James 
and Fobn, into the garden, to be 
witneſſes of his private devotions, 
the agony he was to undergo, and 
of the comfort he ſhould :receive 
from heaven, He became exceed- 
ing forrowful, even unto death + pray- 
ed to the Father that be might be 
excuſed from drinking the bitter por - 
ton + and, at laſt, ſubmitted him- 
ſelf entirely to his divine pleaſure: 
Thus he repeated his prayers thrice; 
and in the laſt time, his ſenſe of 
God's indignation: againſt the fins 
'of mankind, and the diſmal proſ- 
pect of what he was to ſuffer in the 
expiation of them, wade his prayer 
more vehement, and his agonies ſo 
violent, that the ſweat which fell 
from his body, was thick and clot- 
ted, like large drops of blood fal- 


ling from the noſe at the end of any 
one's bleeding. 


Teal blood. 


T. So have many authors aſſert- 
ed; and I do dot ſee. TT contra- 


. 1 : 
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the ſpirit15 willing, 


vine aſſiſtance. 
S. I always apgrehended that our 


Saviour, on this ogcalion, did ſweat were rouzed by the noiſe of the ſol- 


diers, officers, chief. prieſts, phari- 
ſees, and elders, Who, by the gui- 
dance and treachery of Judas, came 


diction of it in nature: for Ari/tas 
tle ſays, it is no. uncommon thing 
for people, in ſome diſtempers, to 
ſweat blood: And Diodorus Siculus 
informs us, that the bite of a certain 
Indian ſerpent, will cauſe bloody 
ſweats : but as the words in. the ori- 
ginal will allow the. interpretation 
I have given, I bave delivered it as 
the leaſt exceptionable. . 

S. Did Peter, James 3 John 
abide with Jeſus in this bitter con- 
flict with nature? 

7. They were in the 8 
with him; but at a little diſtance, 
were our ioc commanded them 
to watch and pray, that they might 
not be deliyered over to temptation. 
S. Did they watch and pray? 

7. No: Jeſus went to them 
three ſeveral times, and found them 
aſleep. At the firſt time he awoke 


them, and in a reproof full of ove, 


reminded them, eſpecially Peter, of 


their late promiſe ; and adviſed Tr 
to keep awake, and guard again 


temptations :: for, ſays he, though 
r1-15 will: or you have all 
made large and ſincere promiſes, 


rather to die than forſake,.me : yer 


let me tell you, the ffeſb is weak 


or when the temptation actually af. 


faults you; when, fear, ſhame, and 


pain, the danger of puniſhment, 


and of death, are within view, and 


preſent to your ſenſe, the weakneſs 


of the fleſh will certainly prevay 
over theſe reſolutions, if you uſe 


not the greateſt vigilance, and do 


not pray with feryency for the di- 
But this did not 
hinder their fleeping on, till they 


ruſbing 
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JDQ 


OL, 


- 
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JUDAS 


- — 0 


Ixsus ſeized, bound, 


ruſhing. into the garden with ſwords 


ang ſtaves to apprehend Jeſus. 
'$. What ſaid Feſus. to Peter, 
and the reſt, on this incident ? 
T. He being now fortified againſt 
- temptatiens, and .. perſecution; 
upon the firſt appearance of . theſe 
his enemies, knowing for what they 
were come, and: having no farther 
occaſion for the aſſiſtance of Peter 
and his companions, bid them atiſe; 
and told them that the traytor, who 
Was to deliver him up to his ene- 
mies, was juſt at hand. 
S. What ſaid Fader, when be 
approached Feſus ?... 
eb FE - endeavoured. Rill to put 
on the behaviour, of his diſciple : 
and came directly up to, and &iſſed 


him; 7 having: given that treache- 


rous kiſs for a ſign to the ſoldiers to 
apprehend his perſon. 

S. Did not Jeſus rebuke 255 for 
this perfidy ? 

.. .T. Les: But in ſuch eaſy terms, 
that when he found 7e/us was like 
to be put to death, be repented, and 
went out and hanged himſelf. 2 
8. What reaſon can be aſſigned 
for this behaviour of Judas after he 
had betrayed his maſter ? 


T. It 3s probable that Judas ne- 


ver intended to ſtain biqſelf with 
the blood of his maſter: but that he, 
blinded with covetouſneſs, and an 
avaricious deſire to heap up wealth; 


and expecting that Jeſus, who had | 
at other times: conveyed - himſelf 


from the multitude, when they at- 
ye AR to ſtone him, and to caſt 
him down a precipice, . would alſo 
be able and willing to do the ſame 
upon this occaſion; intended no 
more than to bilk or chouſe the 
Jewiſb rulers out of ſo much n 
. 


and carried Priſoner. 409 
S. Did the Fews ſeize upon Je- 


for immediately ? 


T.. No: For Feſus quitting th 
das, ſtepped forward. with 2 


majeſty, and demanded of the ſol- 
diers, whom, they wanted. They 
replied, Feſus f Nazareth. But 
when. he anſwered. and ſaid, I am 
he, they fell to the ground, amazed 


at the glory which darted from his 


divine countenance. 

S. Did not Talus then _ off 2 
T. No: The time of his death 

was come; 

of them again, bb it un they 


wanted: and when they anſwered 


in the ſame manner, he told them, 


that if he was the per ſon, he ex- 


pected that his ſhould de- 
pct unmoleſted. _— 

F. How did the ſoldiers behave 
3 permiſſion??̃k 

7. They ſeized on bim in a ves 
ry 7 rods and r manner. 

ow did the n behave 

on this. occaſion? : 

T. Some of: them. "ated dig 
maſter if they might draw in his 
defence ;4 and Heter not Waiting 
for the word of command, drew 
his ſword, and miſſing his head, 


which he truck at with great fury, 


cut off the right ear of one Aal. 
chus, a ſervant to the hig . 


., Did Jeſus anner of: dis re- 
ſiſtance N 

7. No; He communtnt 8 
to put up his ſword; aſſured them; 
that he had no 0 for human 
aid, who had legions of angels at 
his command; healed, the ſervant's 
ear with a couch; and though be 
complained of their apprebending 


him in ſuch a ſcandalous manner, 
they —— en * and 


. How | 


led him away. 


| be therefore demanded 


a £4, ay #5% ri, .. £54 


How come the apoſtles to 
— ſwords? 
7. Some evinmentators 0 


us, that they, according to the cuſ- 


tom of their country, wore ſwords 
only to defend themſelves from 
beaſts of prey, which in thoſe parts, 


were very frequent, and e ee 
in the night-time. | 
S. Did not Jeſus ſay to bis Wits | 


eiples, or to Peter; all that take 
the ſword, mall periſh by the ſword? 
Does not this ab/olutely forbid the 
uſe of ſwords or weapons amongft 


8 Chriftians ; 2 


FT. No: It bescheth the great 
duty of ſubmiſſion to the potoers, 
that are ſet over us; and at the 
ſame time predicteth the deſtruction 
of the Fewrſh nation, by the {word 
of the Romans, at the time they 
by ſeveral rebellions, Sc. had forced 
hem to a refblutivn of utterly root- 

ing them out. 

S. Did not 2 ſay he could, 
i needful, command a legion of an- 


| gels to defend him ? | 4 


7 . {6 Ves. 8 bo „ 

8. What was a len? 

T. A legion in the Roman (oldies 
— conſiſted of booo men. But 


. in'this place it is to be underſtood 


to mean no more than an inſinitt 


number of angels. 


S. How did they diſpoſe of Je- 
fus when they had bound him? 

T. They brought him before Au- 
mas, of Ananus, the father-in-law 
of Corphas, the high-prieft, who had 
been High- priqs for 11 years. But 


Ames, tho' he ſtill retained the title 


pf that high office he had borne, kept 
him no longer than the Sanbedrim 
was formed at the houſe of 1 : 
where, though it was late at nigh 

"oe nen met, and the bigh-prie 
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examined Feſus ſtrictly concerning 
both his doctrine and diſciples. * 

S. How did Jeſus anſwer him? 

7. He referred him to thoſe that 
had heard and ſeen what he had 
laid and done in the temple, and 
other public places. 

S. What faid the bigh-prieft to 
that ſhort anſwer ? 5 

P. Tbe high prieft ſaid nothing; 
but an officer, that ſtood by, ſtruck 
him in the face, under a pretence 
that he had not uſed the bigh-pri:f? 
with reſpect, and that it was law- 
ful for an 7fraelite to avenge upon 
the ſpot all public injury done to 
God, or his temple, to the nation 


in general, or to the bigh-prieft i in 


particular. 


$. Did not ' Jeſus reſent lach 


treatment? 
T. He only replied, That if be 


had ſaid any thing amiſs, the law was 


open, and he might implead him; but 
of not, he had no TP or authority to 


Arie him. 


S. How did the council proceed 
when they could raife no accuſation 
apainſt him from his own confeſh- 
my ;--* 

T. They fuborned falſe witneſſes 
againſt him; ſome of whom diſ- 

reed in their evidences ; but-at 
laſt, two ſwore point blank that 


they had heard him ſay, that be 


would pull down the temple of God, 
and in three days rebuild it. 
S. Did the Sanhedrim fix this ac- 


cuſation upon © Feſus, as a capital 


crime? 

T. No: They looked upon it as 
it was, to be a mere figurative ex- 
prefhon ; and therefore not ſuffici- 
Ent to countenance the ſentence of 
death they wanted to pronounce a- 


1 him. 
of a „ What 


I kxkxsvs proſeſeth bimſe}f the Son of God, 


F. What faid Feſus to the evi- 
dences of theſe falſe witneſſes ? = 
T. Not a word: But the high. 
pri: ſtanding up, and adjuring him 
in the namt of the Ruing God to de- 
clare, Whether be was the Meſſiah, 
the Son of God, or not? I Ess bear- 
ing the greateſt reverence to that fa- 
cred name, immediately replied in 
direct terms, That he was; and that 
of this they would be convinced, toben 
they ſhauld fee him fitting on the right 
hand of the almighty, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven. Where note, 
that a criminal thus interrogated 75 
the name of God, was obliged to fpeak 
truth; and in all doubtful caſes, 
his confeſſion or denial was deciſive, 
either to acquit or condetmn him. 
S. What faid the High- prigſt at 
this open confeſſion? © 
T. He accuſed Feſus of blaſphe- 
my; and in token thereof rent his 
clothes. Then the council vnani- 
mouſly found him guilty of death. 
S. How durſt the high-prieſt 
rend his clothes, when ſuch an acti- 
on was a token of grief ot mourning ; 
and it was expreſly forbidden the 
high- prieft to appeat before God, 
or at any time, in the habit of a 
mourner, (Levit. xxi. 10.) ?. 
T. You ſay well. This was the 
commandment : but it was made void 
by the rraditions of the Phariſees, 


Which fo qualified the precept, as to 


allow him to rend his clothes at the 
bottom ; though he was not permit- 
ted to do it from the 1% to [the 


* breaſt. 
S. What became of the council 


and Feſus, after he was thus capi- 
tall convicted? „ 

ne council ſeparated to theit 
reſpeQive homes, and left Feſus to 
the mercy of the ſoldiers; who 


411 
recommended themſelves to their 
mafters, by ſpitting on Jeſus, buf- 
fetting him, blind-folding him, 
ſmiting him with their fiſts, treat- 
ing him as a falſe prophet, and 
otherwiſe uſing him with the great- 
eſt indignities, inſolence, and blaf- 
phemies. All which he bore with 
meekneſs and patience. | 
S. Did none of his apoſtles appear 
during this cruel treatment? : 
T. Peter and Jun, at laſt, ven- 
tured into the crowd, But when 
Peter found 'himfelf diſcovered or 
ſuſpected to be his diſciple, he poſi- 
tively denied it; and again and a- 
gain confirmed it with an oath, 
that he knew not Feſus, Then 
the cock crew, and Jeſus gave him 
ſach a glance, as put him in mind 
of his crime, and its prediction. 
S. Was Pierer convinced of his 
crime ? F « 2-230 : 
T. He immediately remember- 
ed what Jeſus had foretold z and 
repenting truly, went out, and 
wept bitterly. * 
S. Had the Sanhedrim | finiſhed 
their proceſs againſt Feſus 2 © 
T. They met again early next 
morning at the council- chamber in 
the temple, whether they ordered 
Feſus to be brought: and he, in 
reply to the ſame queſtion, having 
anſwered again that be was the 
true Maſſiah, and the Son of God, 
they adjudged him 'guilty of bla. 
phemy, condemned him to die, and 
ſent him to Pontus Pilate, to ratify 
their ſentence, and to grant a wars 
rant for his execution. 
S. Why did the Sanbedrim meet 
again to reſume the proceſs againſt 
Je $5 TY | be Ld 
T7. Becavfe the afſembly in the 


= 


night was neither general, nor judi- 
: : cial, * 


412 
cial, according the ſenſe of the law, 
which did not allow of juſtice to be 


adminiſtered in private, or in the 


night · time: and therefore the high- 
prieſt and. rulers met again in the 
morning in the council. chamber in 
the temple (which they could not do 
the night before, becauſe then the 
temple always was ſhut) there to 
re examine our Saviour, and to 
condemn him in ſorm. 

S. Who was that Pontius Pilate ? 

7. fle is generally ſuppoſed to be 
an Talian by birth. By ſtation, he 
Was the Roman governor or procu : 
rator, that ſucceeded Gratus in the 


government of Judæa, in the 12th 


of Tiberius, and continued therein 
to the 22d of the ſaid emperor.— 
He was of an impetuous and obſti 
nate temper; would ſell juſtice, 
and paſs any ſentence for a ſum of 
money. Phils, moreover, relates 
his rapines, injuries, murthers, the 
torments he inflicted upon the in- 
nocent, and the perſons he put to 
death, without any form of proceſs, 
Vi rellins, the pro-conſul of Syria, 
depoſed him for his exceflive cruel- 
ty, and ſent him priſoner to Rome, 
to give an account of his conduct to 
the. emperor. Tiberius was dead, 
and. Caligula in poſſeſſion of the em- 
pire before his arrival; but his 
crimes were ſo notorious, that the 
new emperor baniſhed him to V- 
enne in Gaul or France, where he 
was reduced to ſuch extremity, that 
he laid violent bands on himſelf, 
and became. his own executioner. 
S. Why did the Sanhedrim ap- 
ply to Pilate for bis ratification of 
their ſentence, and for his warrant 
to execute whom they had found 
guilty of death, and Sg ? 


The New Ter aux explained, 


* Not that the Romans had, at 
this time, taken from. the Saxbe- 
drim, the power of life and death; 
for we read that St. Stephen, the 
firſt Chriſtian martyr, was regular- 
ly tried, condemned, and ſtoned by 
their ſole authority, a year after 
this 3 but the, Jewiſh rulers, not 
finding ſuch a puniſhment as cruci- 
fixion preſcribed in their law, and 
being maliciouſly bent to put Zeſus 
to that moſt ſevere and ignomini- 
ous death, deſired the concurrence 
and warrant of the Raman governor 
to crucify our Saviour. 

S. Did the Fewib rulers give 
this reaſon for their application to 
Pilate? 

7. No: They to induce him to 
comply. with their demand, accuſed 
Feſus of ſedition and ſtirring up re 
bellion againſt Ceſar ( Luke xxili. 2.) 
a crime that would, if proved, con- 
ſign him to the puniſhment they 
deſired. 

S. I have read that Judas, when 

he ſaw his maſter's blood in danger, 
came, during this laſt ſitting of the 
Sankedrim, and, with a penitential 
declaration of Jo treaſon, , threw 
the thirty pieces of ſilver he had-re- 
ceived: on the occaſion, amongſt 
the elders, 
T. He did fo. But they having 
ſerved their turn, bid him be gone. 
And he, as I told you before, went 
out from the council chamber and 
hanged himſelf. 

S. Hanged himſelf 9 Does not the 
author of the As record, that he 


fell headlong, and burſt in the midſt, 


ſo that all his bowels guſhed out? 
T. Ves: He hanged himſelf in a 
r place, where he hung till his 


1 


ſuch 


K 
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ſuch caſes} and in a ſhort time his 


| bowels burſt out. Thus we read in 


ſome copies, eee thus hang- 
ing (inſtead of a yours falling 
down headlong ) he burſt aſunder, &c. 

S. Did the Sanhedrim take the 
thirty pieces of ſilver again ? 

T. Judas left them, but the prieſts 
would not apply it to the uſe of the 
temple, becauſe it was the Price of 
blood. And it was a cuſtom not 


only amongſt the Fes, but amongſt. 


the primitive Chr i/tians alſo, not to 
receive any alms or oblations for 
ſacred uſes from executioners, or 
thoſe that had ſold another's life. 

S. What then became of this 
money? 

T, They purchaſed with it the 
potter's field, a place on the weſt 
tide of the valley of Hinnon, at the 
bottom of mount Sion, where the 
potters uſed to dry their pots before 
they baked them. This was by 
them ſet apart for the burial of ſtran- 


gers, men of other nations, with 


whom the Fews would have no 
commerce, nor lie near them in the 
grave. It was aſterwards called the 


field of blood, becauſe purchaſed with 


the price-of blood, But now it is 
named the holy field, or Campo 
Santo, in the poſſeſſion of the Ar- 
menians, for which they pay to the 
Turks, the rent of a Zequin a day. 
S. Did Plate do as they deſired? 


7. He ſuſpecting that the proſe- 


cution was about matters relating to 
their religion; and when he de- 
manded the grounds of their accu- 
fation, they anſwering in general, 
that if he were not a criminal, they 
would not have brought him before him, 
deſired they would take him, and 
Judge him - according to their own 


S. Did they do as Pilate deſired ? 
T7. No: They replied, That it 


was not permitted them to put any 
man to death, 


S. Did this ſatisfy Pilate ? | 
T. No: On the contrary theſe 


, equivocal anſwers determined him, 


not to intermeddle in the affair, 
except they would exhibit ſome ar- 
ticles of accuſation againſt him. So 
at laſt, without mentioning any 
thing of the blaſphemy, and viola- 
tion of the law of Moſes, for which 
they had pretended to ſeize and put 
him to death, they accuſe him of 
ſedition, of diſſuading the payment 
of tribute to Ceſar, and of aſſum- 

ing the title of a king. Plate then 
looking upon it as his duty to exa- 
mine into theſe accuſations, ſeated 
himſelf on the ſeat of juſtice, and 


aſked Jeſus, Whether he was the 


hing of the Jews. 

S. What faid Jeſus? 

T. He owned that he was; but 
then added, that hrs bins as 
not of this world. 

S. Was Pilate ſatisfied with this 
anſwer ? | 

T. Yes; And told his accuſers, 
that he, finding nothing in Feſus 
that could give umbrage to the 
Romans, could not ratify their ſens 
tence of death upon him. 

S. What kind of kingdom, 90 
you ſay that #:ngdom of Chriſt is? 

T. It is not of human original, 
but from heaven. It meddles not 
with the affairs of this world. Tt 
has none of the pomp and ſplendor 
annexed to it. It has none to fight 
for it with carnal weapons, and ex- 
erciſeth no dominion over men's 
bodies, but over their fouls only. Its 
regiment is ſpiritual, and its judi- 
catories are the courts of conſci- 


ence, 
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ence. Its tribute is a conformity 
to the great laws of faith, hope, 


and charity. And its only impoſts, 


the duties of an holy ſpirit, and 
the expreſſes of a religious worſhip, 
a reſigned will, and a conſenting 
underſtanding. | 
S. How did the chief prieſts and 
elders behave at this declaration? 
T. They grew exceeding clama- 
rous, and inſiſted upon his ſediti- 
ous practices in Galilee, Judea, and 
Feruſalem; thereby thinking to 
make Feſus more obnoxious to Pi- 
late, who had not long before ſet 
upon, and ſlain ſeveral Galileans, 
for refuſing to pay tribute to Cæ⸗- 
ſar; but it took quite a contrary 
turn. For as ſoon as Pilate heard 
them mention Galilee, and being 
informed that his priſoner was a 
Galilean, he endeavoured to clear 
himſelf from meddling with inno- 
cent blood, by ſending him and his 
accuſers inſtantly to Herad, the 
Tetrach of Galilee, who was then 


celebrating the paſſiver at Feruſa- 
lem. 


FS. Did Herod find Jeſus guilty 
of fedition ? ; | 

T. No: For after he had tried 
many ways in vain to get Feſus to 
anſwer his queſtions, and commit- 
ted him to the deriſion and inſults 
of his guards, he ſent him back to 
Pilate, arrayed in a purple robe, 
by way of derifion. But Herod 
took this ſo kind of Pilate, that 
though they had been at variance 
ever ſince Pilate maſſacred the 


Galileans without his knowledge, 


they were now perfectly reconciled. 
S. How did Pate. behave to 
Feſus at his return to him 

T. Pilate endeavoured to releaſe 
him, by repreſenting to the prieſts 


and rulers the iniquity of condemn- 
ing a perſon, in whom neither he, 
nor ered, could find any of theſe 
faults laid to his charge; he then 
propoſed. an expedient to gratify 
their paſſion. He offered to whip 
him, and ſo to diſmiſs him. 
. What faid the Jews to this 
T. They peremptorily demand- 
r his blood. Crucify him, crucify 
im. | | a 
S. Did Pilate yield to this de- 
mand? 
T. Not till he had again endea- 


voured to deliver him from their 


malice with a full declaration of 
his innocency; and trying to en- 
gage the populace to releaſe Jeſus, 
and to crucify Barabbas, whom he 
had then confined for theft, ſediti- 
on, and murder. 

S. Did the Populace agree with 
Pilate ? | | 

T, No: They were perſwaded 
by their rulers. to demand Barab- 
bas, to be releaſed, and Chriſt to 
be crucified. And when he ſtill in- 


ſiſted upon the innocence of Jeſus, 


and propoſed ſome lighter puniſh- 
ments, they redoubled their cla- 
morous demand of having him cru- 
cified. in; 5 
S. Did Pilate yield to theſe cla- 
mours? 
T. Not yet: for in the midſt o 
this fermentation, Plate receives 
a meſſage from his wife, acquaint- 
ing him that ſhe had been ſore per- 


plexed in her fleep, that night, 
with frightful dreams about the 


22 before him, and deſiring 
would by no means condemn 
that innocent perſon. This added 


to his own inclination, made Pi- 


late more reſolved to ſave his life. 
Yet 
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Yet willing to ſacrifice ſome juſtice 
to the friendſhip. of the rulers, and 
to the rage of the people, ordered 
the ſoldiers to ſcourge Jeſus and 
gave him up into their cuſtody to 
be further abuſed, ſo they did not 


touch his life. Then 2 was 


carried into the common hall, ſtrip- 
ped of his own cloaths, clothed 
with a purple coat, crowned with 
ſharp thorns, obliged to hold a 


reed in his hand for a ſceptre, de- 


rided with the title of a king, and 
mocked him with a fam profeſſion 
of their allegiance. Then they ſpit 
in his face, ſlapped his cheeks, beat 
his crown of thorns into his head, 
and whipped him, tied to a pillar, 
with unrelenting cruelty.—In this 
condition, all over bloody and raw, 
Pulate hoping fuch a deplorable 
ſpectacle would excite compaſſion, 
ordered Jeſus to be brought forth, 
and with a loud, and pitiful voice, 
ſaid, Behold the man / this rueful 
ſpectacle of ſuffering : however, 
he was ſo far from melting the ſpec- 
tators to compaſſion, . that they re- 
peated cruciſy him, with more ea- 
gerneſs than ever, and when the 
governor did ſtill infiſt on the in 
nocence of his priſoner, and that 
their falſe imputation of edition, 
and of his aiming at a kingdom, 
were looked upon as idle ſuggeſ- 
tions, and highly improbable, they 
arrogantly declared, we have a 
law, and by our law (againſt 5 

hemy ) he ought to die, becaufe he 


5 
made himſelf the fon of God. But 


the name of the ſon of God, ſo ftart- 
led Pilate, that had they not back- 
ed their clamours with a menace 


to accuſe him to the jealous empe- 


ror Tiberius, of partiality, injuſtice, 
and enmity to his imperial majeſ- 


ty: I he did not puniſb a man, ſaid 
they, who ſet himſelf up for a king, 
he was an enemy to the emperor, they 
had failed of their point. But Pi- 
late, brought by this dilemma, to 
condemn "eſus, or to be himſelf 
accuſed to the emperor by the Jews, 
which he dreaded the moſt of all, 
ordered Jeſus to the bar, and aſ- 
cending Gabatha, i. e, the place 
from whence judgment. was wont 
to be pronounced, he waſhed his 
hands; and having both by that fa- 
miliar emblem, and with a ſolemn 
declaration, ſignified that he was 
innocent of that juſt man's blood, 
and that they muſt anſwer for it; he, 
while the Fews cried out, May 
bis blood fall upon us and our poſte- 
rity, releaſed the murderer Barab- 
bas, and ſentenced Jeſus to be cru- 
eified. Fa | 

S. How does this reluctance of 
Pilate come atteſted to us ? 

T. It is plainly recorded by the 
evangeliſts. But we have a mare 
unexceptionable evidence againſt 
thoſe that reject their authority 
even a letter from Pilate to Tibe- 
rius, in order to clear himſelf of ſo 
great injuſtice, and to fix the odi- 
um of it, upon the Jetoiſßh Sanhe- 
drim. It was found amongſt the 
Aets of Pilate, preſerved in the ar- 
chieves of Rome, in. theſe words: 

Pilate to Tiberius, &C. 

„ have been forced to conſent 
cc at length to the crucifixion of 
<« Jeſus Chriſt, to prevent a tumult 
cc among the Jets, though it was 
very much againſt my will: for 
<< the world never-ſaw, and pro- 
ce bably never will ſee, a man of 
<< ſuch extraordinary piety and u 
<« rightneſs. But the Aab N 
« and Sanhedrim fulfilled in it the 
x « oracles 
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4e oracles of their prophets, and of 
« their ſpbils. Whilſt he hung on 
e the croſs, an horrid darknefs, 
c which covered the earth, ſeem- 
e ed to threaten its final end. His 
4 followers, who pretend to have 
« ſeen him riſe from the dead, and 
de aſcend into heaven, and acknow- 
e ledge him for their God, do ſtill 
ec ſubliſt, and by their excellent 
lives, ſhew themſelves the wor- 
<« thy diſciples of ſo extraordinary 
e A maſter. I did what I could to 
tc fave him from the malice of the 
«© Fervs, but the fear of a total in- 
« furrection, made me ſacrifice him 
ce to the peace and intereſt of your 
« empire, &c.”. { 
S. When was this ſentence ex- 
ecuted ? 4 
T. Immediately, and with the 
utmoſt rigour. The ſoldiers, Sc. 
renewed their inſults and indigni- 
ties; they pulled off his purple 
robe, and putting on his own gar- 
ments, loaded him with a heavy 
. croſs upon his ſhoulders, and drag- 
ged him away to the place of exe- 
cution, in the midſt of a vaſt con- 
- courſe of people; many of whom 
exprefſed much ſorrow, and la- 
mented at the ſight of ſo deplora- 
ble a perſon. N 
S. Did Jeſus carry the croſs on 
which he was to hang? 
T. It was the cuſtom for thoſe 
that were to be cruciſed fo to do. 
But not the whole, only the tranſ- 
verſe part; for upon good authori- 
ty we may aſſert, that the long 
piece of timber, or the upright part 
of the croſs was always either fix- 
ed in the ground before, or made 
ready to ſet up, as ſoon as the pri- 
ſoner came. Yet be this as it will, 


till, finding 


2 was brought ſo low, in his 
man nature, by the ill uſage of 
his perſecutors, that he, at his com- 
ing to the gate of the city, was not 
able to ſtand under its weight. 
S. What did the Fews do then? 
7. They preſſed a ſtranger, one 
Simon, a"Cyrenian, that ſtood by; 
and it may be, bewailed much the 
cauſe of Jeſus, to carry the croſs, 
the reſt of the way. 18 
FS. Of what country was Simon? 
T. He was of Cyrene, a city 
of great note in the we/tern Lybia, 
and once of ſuch power, as to con- 


tend with Carthage, for ſome pre- 


eminences. 

S. Who was this Simon ? 

T. It is not clear whether he 
was a Gentile, or a Jew, come up 
to the paſſover; nor does it mat- 
ter much, which he was. This is 
certain, that he was the father of- 
Alexander and Rufus, who 'ſoon 
became famous in the Chriſtian 
church. | , 

S. Did Jeſus make no defence 
before Pilate ? 287 
T. None at all. As it was no 
part of his intention to eſcape death, 
he thought it not proper to ſay 
any thing in his own juſtification; 
that Pilate reſented 
his ſilence, and ſignified that his 


life and death, releaſe and crucifixi- 


on depended upon his will, he 
replied, that he could not have ſuch 


power over him, were it not per- 


mitted him from above; and that, 
therefore, they who had delivered 
him up had the greater fin to anfwer 


for, than he. —Pilate, moſt cer- 


tainly, abuſed hispower very much, 
by condemning the innocent: but 
Judas was more blameable, in de- 

livering 
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livering him up to the chief prieſts; 
and the chief priefts, in delivering 


- him up to Pilate; than Pilate 


himſelf, whom they farced to ſerve 
their malice and revenge. — They 
that have better means of know- 


ledge, and fin againſt mere light, 


incur. the greateſt guilt, and de- 
ſerve the greateſt puniſhment. 

S. What ſaid Jeſus to thoſe that 
bewailed his ſufferings in the way 
to the place of execution? ; 
T. Weep not for me, ſaid he, but 
weep for yourſelves, and your chil- 
dren. For behold, the days are 
coming, in the which they ſhall ſay, 
Bleſſedare the barren, and the wombs 
that never bare, and the paps which 
never gave ſuck. Then ſhall they begin 
ta ſay to the mountains, Fall on us; 


and to the hills, Cover us. 


S. What did Feſus mean by the 


days that were coming? 


T. The ſiege of Jeruſalem, and 

its deſtruction by the Ramans. 
S. Why ſhould they be account- 

ed happy or bleſſed that had no 


Children? 


T. Becauſe, in thoſe wars with 
the Romans, their poſterity were 
to undergo the greateſt miſeries; 
as I have told you before (ſee page 
400, &c.) to which let me add, that 
the famine in Feruſalem, occaſion- 
ed thereby, was ſo great, that 
Mary, the daughter of Eleazer, a 
woman of ſome quality, was re- 
duced to eat her own ſucking child: 
men became weary of their lives; 
and the livicg envied the dead, that 
were taken away, before the ex- 
tremity came to this height. 

S. What did he mean by ſay- 
ing, they ſhould defire the moun- 
tains to fall on them, and the hills 
to cover them? 


ſus? 


crucified; _._ - 417 
7. This was a proverbial ex- 
preſſion, uſed by one of the pro- 
phets (Hoſea x. g.) and with which 
they were well acquainted, to de- 
note the utter deſpair of a people, 
when they find unavoidable cala- 
mities coming upon them; and 
means no more than this. Such 
* judgments will come upon them, 
as will render their condition as 
<< miſerable; as if the mountains 
c ſhould cover them, and the hills 
<«« fall upon them.. Or it may 
refer to the words of 1/aiah, who 
ſays, that the wicked ſhould go into 
the holes of the rocks, and into the 
caves of the earth, for fear of the 
Lord, (Ifai. ii. 19,) for Joſephus 
records, that after the taking of 
eruſalem, many of the 7ews hid 


themſelves in vaults and ſepulchres, 


and choſe to periſh there, rather 
than to ſurrender to the Roman 
Conquerors. 


S. Where did they crucify Je- 
T. On Golgotha, which is the 


Hebrew name for mount Calvary, 


a ſmall eminence on the great 


mount Moriah, anciently appro- 
priated to the execution of male- 
factors; not far from the city, from 
whence it was ſeparated by the 


walls, as an execrable and polluted 


place: but ſince it was made the 
altar, on which was offered up the 


precious, and all ſufficient ſacrifice 


for the ſins of the whole world; it 
has been taken within the walls by 
Chriſtians, and ſtands now in the 
midit of the city. — Some of the 
primitive Chriſtians aſſure us, that 
this is the very ſpot were Adam was 
buried; and where 4braham ſtop- 
ped to facrifice his ſon Iſaac; as 
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. Being arrived at the Pine of 
execation; the ſoldiers offered him 
a'bitter portion of vinegar And gall 
te drink, but he refuſed'it. Then 


having ſtripped off his cloaths, they 


nailed his hands and his feet to the 
eroſs, and reared it up into the air 
about mid- day. =On each ſide they 
crucified” alfo, two notorious ma- 
tefaCtors, from whom eſus was 
diſtingulſhed by the moſt barba- 


roùs lage of the Fews, and an in- 


feription,” which Pilate ordered to 
de fixed on the top-of the upright 


beam of the croſs,” above his head. 
And while the chief priefts, rulers, 


almoſt every body; and the very 


malefactors, infulted the innocent 


| 5 5 the foldiers, that executed 


im were bay in dividing his poor 


- garments ; and he prayed for the 


converſion and Pardon of his mur- 
derers. 


F. What title kd he which Pi. 
late ordered to be faſtened over the 


bead of Fefus on the croſs? 
T. It was, Jeſus if Nazareth, 

king of the Jews,” written in La- 

tin, 57 and Hebrew, or Syriac 


they, at that time, being the lan- 
Suages moſt in uſe. - 


&. Did not the rulers of the 


Jeu diflike this ſuper ſcription * ? 


T. Ves: And tried their inter- 


| a with Pilate to have it altered; 


but he was determined to have it 
ſo, as the only means he had left 
to proclaim the injuſtice of his 


own action in condemning a rigb- 
Teous perſon. 


F. How did the ſoldiers. divide 


the garments of Jeſus ? 


| them one. 
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** „ 
inte four parts,” and took each of 
But as: his coat was 


| woven in one entire piece; without 


ſean; they caſt lots for it, as it had 
been foretoW' in the xxiid Pſalm, at 
the 18th ver. — This art of weav- 
ing any habit was practiſed by the 
ancients, and is ſtill preſerved in 
eaſtern countries. But Jet me cau- 
tion you againſt the fichitious cout, 
which they ſhew to travellers,'&c: 
in the cathedral church at Treves, 
and falſely alledge to be the very 
fame, as that our Saviour had oy 
before his crucifixion; | © - 

S. Did not you fay that the ma- 
Efactor: reviled him on the croſs ? 

T. I did. * One of the malefac- 
e tors; which were hanged, railed 
&« on him, ſaying, If thou be 
&« Chriſt, fave thyſelf, and us. But 
the other anſwering, rebuked 
te him; ſaying, Doſt not thou fear 
* God, ſeeing thou art in the ſame 
c condemnation ? And we indeed 
<« juſtly ; for we. receive the due 
«© reward of our deeds : but this 
& man hath done nothing amiſs. And 


ec he faid unto Fefus, Lord, re- 


member me when thou comeſt 
ce into thy kingdom. 
F. You at firſt ſaid, the ads 


fires, and St. Matthew records, 


that the thieves, who were cruci- 
fied with Jeſus, caſt the ſame in 
his teeth: but now you, with St. 
Luke ſay, that only one of the ma- 
le factors reviled and mocked Jeſus; 
does not this appear to be a don 
tradiction ? 

T. It may at firſt e foth 
thoſe that are not acquainted with 
the Hebrew ftile. But it is 
common for the Hebreus to 
the plural, inſtead of the Weh 
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number. Thus we read that the 
ark reſted on the mountains of A- 
rarat, (Gen. viii. 4. ) though it 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have Eſtes 
on any more than one of thoſe 
mountains; and God is faid to o- 
verthrow the cities where Lot dwelt, 
(Gen. xix. 29.) though he could 
only dwell in one at a time. There- 
fore, when the evangeliſt, who 
wrote his goſpel in the Hebrew 
tongue, mentions the thieves in the 
plural, we are, as the other evan- 
gelift, who wrote in Greet to un- 
derſtand it of one of the thieves, 
only in the ſingular number. Tho 
it might with great juſtice to both 
texts be ſuppoſed, as St. Chryſoſ- 
tom and St. Jerom interpret theſe 
words, That both of the thieves 
did at firſt rail at Jeſus, probably 
thinking, by that artifice, to obtain 
ſome help towards procuring their 
pardon ; but being diſappointed of 
their hopes, and hearing Jeſus pray 
for his crucifiers, one of them, 
whoſe name is ſaid to be Dimas or 
Diſmus, was thereby prevailed up- 
en and converted. 

S. What anſwer did Feſus make 
to the petition of the penitent thief ? 

T. He graciouſly replied, This 
a Malt thou be with 1 me in para- 
24. What does he mean n by pa- 
radiſe? 
T. Moſt certainly, it muſt bear 
the ſame meaning as kingdom does 
in the good thief's petition. * And 
x” it is eaſy to underſtand there- 
by, not a terreſtrial paradiſe, or a 
garden 1 Eden, but the Kingdom, 
in which Jeſus had told his diſci- 
ples he was going to prepare man- 
ſions of bliſs for them, that place 


of delight, where the ſouls of the 
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bleſſed enjoy everlaſting happineſs. 


FS. What was become of all the 


followers of Jeſus during n dire | 


of his perſecution ? 


T. We read of none been Jt | 


the croſs, but Mary his mother, 
Mary the wife of Alphizus, Mary 
Magdalen, and John the evangets ft. 

S. Who was Alphezus 2 © 

T. The ſame as Cleophas. For 
the Hebrew name Alphæus and Cle- 
ophas, differ only in the manner in 
which the Greeks have written or 
pronounced this name. 


S. Did Jeſus ſay nothing to theſe 


good women, and his beloved diſ- 
ciple St. John, 1 they ſtood at the 
foot of his croſs ? 

T. Yes: He recommended his 
ſorrowful mother, who had for 
ſome time been a widow, to the 
care and protection of ohn the E- 
vangeliſt, who accotdingly from 
thence forward, provided for her, 
and paid her the reſpect due to a 
mother. 

S. Did the Almighty ſhew no 
diſlixe to this unjuſt and barbarous 
action of the Jews ? 

T. He commanded, and the ſun 
withdrew its light, about twelve at 
noon, ſo that the ſtars appeared fot 
the ſpace of three hours; though 
it being full moon, there could be 
no conjunction, nor conſequentiy 


any natural eclipſe. 20S 
S. How far did this darkneſs ex- 
tend itſelf? - 


T. Whether this darkneſs was 
confined to the land of „ or 
extended itſelf much farther, even 
over the whole hemiſphere, where 
it happened, is a queſtion, wherein 
the antients are not ſo well agreed. 
Origen, and ſome others are of the 


former opinion; but the majority - 


Ee 2 differ 
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differ from them, and for this they 
quote Phlegon, the famous aſtrono- 
mer under the emperor Trajan, af- 
firming, that, in the fourth year of 
the cciid Olympiad, (which is ſup- 
poſed to. be that of the death of 
nkisr) there was ſuch a total 
eclipſe of the ſun at noon-day, that 
the ſtars. were plainly to be ſeen; 
and from Suidas they likewiſe cite 
Dionyſius the Areopagite, then at 
Heliopolis in Egypt, expreſſing him- 
ſelf to his friend Apollophanes, upon 
this ſurprizing phænomenon, in this 
manner; Either the author of nature 
ſuffers; or he is ſympathizing with 
ſome one who does + for, whereas in 
common eclipſes the ſun's total 
darkneſs can continue but twelve, 
or hfteen minutes at moſt ; this is 
recorded to have laſted no leſs than 

three full hours, (Matt. xxvii. 45.) 
5 S. Did not this interpoſition of 
the Almighty, convince the Jews 
of their crime? 

7. Horror and amazement ap- 
peared in every countenance, mens 
hearts began to relent, and they 
ceaſed their inſults, waiting the 
iſſue of ſo unexpected a prodigy. 

S. Did Jeſus ſay any thing ? 

T. He, languiſhing under the a- 
gonies he endured in his body, and 
the heavy load of divine indignati- 
on againſt fin, cried out at laſt, 
Eloi I Eloi ! Lama ſabacthani, or my 

God, my God, why ha 


ken me And complained that he 
was thirſiy. 
3 t was the conſequence 
of this ? 


T. The ſoldiers dipped a ſpunge 
in vinegar, and, gave it him to 
drink; contrary to the will of the 


Jews, who were againſt, giving 


ther's wrath appeaſed, 


thou for ſa- 
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Je ofu 15 any thing to revive. his ſpi- 


rits, and propoſed to let him pine, 
till they ſaw whether Elias would 
come to help him. 

S. Why was Elias ſuppoſed to 
come and help him ? 


T. Becauſe the Jews had a tra- 


dition, that Elias's proper office 
was to come and ſucoour ſuch as 


were in miſe 

S. Did 2 taſte the ae 

T. He did; and then knowing 
that all the eypes and propheſies con- 
cerning him were fulfilled, his fa- 
and the 
great work of man's redemption was 
accompliſhed, he ſaid, It is fini/hed ; 


and then bowrng dew his head, he 


recommended his ſoul into the 
hands of his father, and gave up the 
gheſt, to be reſtored again, and u- 
nited to his body, at the time pre- 
fixed by his own infinite wiſdom. 
S. Was there an actual ſeparati- 
on of the ſou] and body of Jeſus? 
. Yes: His giving up the ghoſt, 
plainly implies ſuch a diſſolution, 
and actual ſeparation of ſoul and 
body, as every common man un- 
dergoes when he dies : But herein 
is a remarkable difference; that, 
what is in other men the effect of 


neceſſity, was in Foyt a voluntary 


act, and the effect of his own free 


choice, at ſuch a time as he him- 


ſelf ſaw convenient. 


S. What was the conſequence 
of Chriſt's death ? - 


T. It was attended with a bers 
ble earthquake, which rent the vas! 


of the temple, ſplit rocks, and not 
only opened the graves, but a- 
wakened ſeveral dead bodies, who 


aroſe, and going into Jeruſalem, 


were Le and known by f. Was 
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S. Was this earthquake felt be- 
yond the limits of Jeruſelon,. and 
the adjacent parts'? 

T. Some are inclined to think i it 
was the ſame that deſtroyed twelve 
cities in Alia, in the reign of Tibe- 
rius Ceſar, and was the greateſt 


that ever was known in the memo- 


ry of man. But this cannot be war- 
ranted by the ſacred text. 

S. What do you mean by the 
vail of the temple ? 

T. It was a partition between 
the holy place, and the mo/? haly. 
S. Does there yet remain any 
token of this earthguate? 

7. In the church of the ſepulchre 


a (which ſtands on mount Calvary) 
you way ſtill ſee the 9 in the 


CHAP. VIIL 


The Burial. and Reſurrection of Jxsus CHRIST. 
pears to the good Woman at the Sepulchre. 


rock, ſplit at the crucifixion of 
Chrift. 

S. How did the pectuthe be⸗ 
have at the ſight of theſe things? 

T. They were amazed; and as 
they returned home, they ſmote 
their breaſts, and with great la- 
mentation declared, that the per- 
ſon, who had ſuffered that day, 
was innocent. And the very offi- 
cer and ſoldiers, that attended the 
execution, were compelled to bear 
witneſſes, that they believed him 


to be the Son of God, or a juſt man, 


whom God had adopted to be his 
Son; for they could have no idea 
of the chriſtian doctrine of an eter- 
nal ame 


An Angel at- 


Jesus appears 


to MARY MacpaALEN, to the two Diſciples in the Way io 
EMMavs, 10 all the. Apoſtles, except Thomas; to HOM As 
alſo. Jesvs promiſeth' to ſend on them the Hoy GrosT., 
How CRRIST continues with his Church to the End of "the 
World. How long be continued on Earth after bis Refurs 


rection. 


8. ON what day was Chrift cru- 
| cined ? 

T. It was the eve or preparation 
to the paſchal feſtival, which fell 


that year on the 4th of April and 


the Fewih ſabbath. day. 

S. How long did the body of 
Jeſus hang on the croſs? 

T. According to the Fewiſh Jaw, 
all bodies that were executed, were 
commanded: to be buried the ſame 


day, (Deut. xxi. 22, 23.) but the 


Romans always kept the bodies on 
the croſs till they were dead; and 
ſometimes much longer. Fhere- 
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fore; that ſo great and n a 
day as was approaching, might not 
be prophaned by the continuance of 
Jeſus and the malefactors on the 
croſs, the rulers of the Fews came 
and petitioned Pilate, that he would 
order their legs to be broken, to 
haſten their death; and their bo- 


dies to be taken down immediate- 


ly. And Pilate granted their re- 


W 
S. Did they break their legs ? 


7. They broke the legs of the 


two thieves, becauſe they were not 


yet dead: but Jeſus being dead, 
LEN th 


Fu 
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they only pierced his ſide with a 


bear; which wound yielded a plen- 
tifu) effuſion of water and blood. 
And by this means. were fulfilled - 
two prophecies of the Meſſiah. 
That nat 4 bone of his ſhould be 
| broken, (Pſ. xxxiv. 20.) And that 
they ſhould look upon him whom 
they had pierced, (Zech. xii. 10.) 
S. Did the 1 carry off the 
body of Feſus ? 
7. No: For it was no fooner 
known that Pilate had given orders 
for the taking down of the crucifi- 
ed; perſons, but Joſeph of Arima- 
- thea, Who was a man of great 
wealth, honour, and reputation, 
went and begged the body of Jeſus 
to bury it. Pilate gave him leave, 


and Joſeph, with the aſſiſtance of 


Nicodemus, and the good women 


that were preſent at his death, took 
bim down from the croſs, wrap- 
"va him, for the preſent, in fine 
innen, and covered his body with 
a precious ointment made of myrrh, 
ales, and other ſpices and per- 


fumes, according to the cuſtom of 
Then they depoſited 


the Jews. 
his corps in a new ſepulchre hewn 
out of a rock, which Joſeph had 
lately built for himſelf in a garden 
not far from the place of execution, 
and cloſed the mouth of the ſepul- 
chre with a large ſtone cut out of 
the rock for that purpoſe. 

S, What ſaid the rulers of the 
Fews, when they ſaw ſo mu 
care taken of the body of Feſus ? 

T. They repaired to Pate, and 
requeſted of him to order a ftrong 
guard to be ſet round the ſepulchre 
where Jeſus lay, for three days; 
leaſt his diſciples ſhould: convey 
him from thence, and perſuade the 


people,” that he, according. to his 
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NG was riſen from dhe 
dea Vs 
S. DidPilate andes ſuch a 5 ? 

T. Yes: And further, to ſecure 
the ſepulchre againſt all private at- 
tempts, the rulers, and it may be, 
the governor alſo, ſealed the ſtone 
with their proper ſignets. 

K. How long did Jeſu continus 
in the grave ? | 

T. No longer than ſunday morn- 
ing, which was the firſt day of the 
week. For, early that morning, 
an angel ſent from heaven, with 
a countenance like lightening, cauſ- 
ed the earth to quae; by which 


the ſepulchre was laid open, and 


the guards ſtruck down, like fo 
many dead men, on the ground. 
Then Jeſus aroſe, diſingaged his 
body from the fine linnen in which 
he was wrapped, at the time of his 
being embalmed with ſpices by Jo- 


ſeph of Arimathea, &c. and quit- 


ted the ſepulchre ; becauſe his body 
could not undergo corruption ; and 
he in his own perſon had conquered 
death; and was to riſe * for 
our juſtification. 
S. What did the ſoldiers, who 
kept guard about the ſepulchre ? 
T. As ſoon as they recovered 
their ſenſes, they ran, much af- 
frighted, into the city, and related 
the whole affair to the chief prie/ts 
and rulers, | 
S. What did the chief prifts and 


rulers on this report? 


T. They bribed the ſoldiers to 
give it out amongſt the people, that 
the diſciples of Jeſus came, while 
they were aſteep, and foe away 
his body. | 

C. Did not the diſciples, all this 
time, viſit their Lord's ſepulchre ? 

T. It does not appear that they 

mourned 
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mourned for him after the cuſtom 
of their nation: for they waited 
the performance of his promiſe 70 
riſe again on the third day. But 

Mary Magdalen, and the other 


women, who had on friday even- 


ing prepared ſome ſpices and per- 
fumes to embalm our Saviour's 
body again, and were ignorant of 
the guard and ſeal by which the ſe- 
pulchre was. ſecured, went early 
on ſunday morning by themſelves 
to the ſepulchre; and while. they 
were. anxious how they ſhould re- 
move the large ſtone that was at 
the entrance, they found the ſe- 
pulchre quite open, the guards be- 
ing already fled, as related above. 


But when they Repped i into the ſe- 


pulchre, they were aſtoniſhed to 
fnd the body of Jeſus gone, and 


ſore frightened at the apparition of 


an angel in a moſt bright habit, 
ſitting in the place where os had 
lain. 
S. What did thoſe women do? 
T. They got out of the ſepul- 
chre with all expedition. But while 
they were thus terrified, | and la- 
menting the loſs of their Lord's 
body, ſuppoſing his enemies had 
carried it away, another glorious 
angel met them as they came out, 
informed them of our Lord's reſur- 
rection; and, to convince them of 
its reality, reconducted them into 
the grave; ſhewed them the place, 
where he had lain, empty, and 
ordered them to go and tell Peter, 
and the other diſciples, the news 
thereof. And the women, con- 
fuſed with fear, joy and wonder, 
ran with all ſpeed to find out the 
apoſtles, and relate to them the meſ- 
1 as commanded by the _ 
de What ſaid the ne 
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T. They looked upon all that 
the women related, to be nothing 
more than the effect of a weak and 
frightened imagination. Yet Pe- 
ter and John had the curioſity to run 
and inſpect the ſepulchre; where 
they were confirmed in the truth 
of the women's report, that Jeſus's 
body was not there. For, they 
found no body; but ſaw the clothes 
in which Jeſus had been embalm- 
ed lying on the ground, 
napkin that was about his head, 
very carefully folded, and laid by 
itſelf. | 
S. Did they not then believe al- 
ſo. that Chrift «was riſen F. the 
dead 2 111 

T. No 1 - Their incredulity or 


doubting was to be a confirmation 


of our faith. They returned home, 
ſuppoſing only that ſomebody had 
conveyed his body from that grave. 

8. How were they at laſt con- 
vinced 4 0: 

7. Not till Jeſus had appeared 
firſt to Mary Magdalen; then to 
two diſciples in their way to Em- 
maus, and at laſt to their whole 
number, except Thomas, aſſembled 
together.. | 

F. How did Feſus appear to 
Mary Magdalen? 

3 4 had followed Peter md 
John to the ſepulchre : and being 
determined by their incredulity, to 
think that ſome enemy had ſtolen 
away the body of Jeſus, ſtaid ſome». 
time behind them, weeping in the 


ſepulchre for the loſs of her Lord's 


body. And firſt ſhe ſaw and talk- 
ed with-two-angels in bright appa- 


rel, ſitting one at the head, and 


the other at the feet, where the 
body had lain; and then turning 
round, ſhe ſaw Jeſus himſelf, * | 


Ee 4 


and the 
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ſo- diſguiſed, that ſhe took him for 


the maſter of the ground where the- 


ſepulchre was; deſired him, that 
if he had removed the body any 
where, he would be ſo kind as to let 
her know, that ſhe might take care 
of it; and did not know him till 
Feſus called her by her name. She 


then immediately knew him, and 
+ throwing herſelf at his feet, would 
have embraced him: but he would 


not permit her; becauſe he was 
not yet aſcended to his father and bid 
her go tell the apoſtles' that he was 
riſen from the dead, and would 
ſhortly aſcend into heaven, as he had 
often foretold unto them. Mary 
did according to command: but the 
apoſtles did not believe her. 

. How did Jeſus appear to the 


two diſciples in the way to Em- 


maus? 5 | 
FT. On this very day, in the af- 
ternoon, Jeſus finding two of his 


diſciples taking a melancholy walk 


to the little village of Emmaus, a- 
out ſeven miles weſt of Jeruſalem, 
{which was afterwards erected into 


. a city, by the name of Nicopolis) 


he joined himſelf to their company, 
and aſked them the reaſon wh 
they looked ſo diſconſolate. Then 


one of them, ſuppoſing Jeſus to be 


a ſtranger in that country, related 


What had been done to Jeſus of 


Nazareth by the Fews.--How they 


themſelves had expected he was to 


have redeemed Iſrael.— How they 
were diſappointed of their expecta- 


tions by the wickedneſs of the eus, 
Who had cruciſied him, And that 


they were much aftoniſhed at the 
report of his reſurrection as related 


above, by certain women of their 


company, and in part confirmed 
by Peter and John. — To which 


Jiaſus replied by way of reproef to 


to convince them of the reality of 
his perſon, he ſhewed them his 


— — V Owe 


The NxwW˖ TESTAMENT explained. — 


their incredulity, that, according 
to the prophecies of him, it was 
neceſſary that the Meſſiah ſhould 
ſuffer death, and riſe again, in or- 
der to a glorious exaltation. And 


he warmed their hearts ſo much 


with his ſeaſonable diſcourſe, that 
they entreated his company for that 
night at the houſe of Cleophas, who 
lived at Emmans, and is ſuppoſed to 
be one of the diſciples that con- 
verſed with Jeſus, at this time.— 
Jeſus, with much perſuaſion, yield- 
ed to their kind invitation: but as 
he ſat at table with them, and 
bleſſed the bread, which he broke 
and delivered to them, they diſco- 
vered him: and then Jeſus, by his 
divine power, withdrew from their 
ſight; not as a ppirit, but as he 

did from the Jetos, when they were 
about to flone him, (John viii. 59.) 
S. Did not this convince theſe 
two diſciples of the certainty of the 
reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt ? 

7 Ves: A hey, 2 ſoon as 
recovered from their ſurprize, haſ- 
tened with all ſpeed to the reſt of 
their company at Jeruſalem; whom 
they found aſſembled to canvaſs the 


report of Peter, who aſſerted that 
Jeſus had appeared to him alſo. 


But neither Peter's, nor the teſti- 
mony of theſe two- diſciples, was 
ſufficient to convince them all of 
the truth of Chriſt's being riſen 
from the dead. l. 9147 
K. When did Jeſus appear to 
them all together Hino 
T. That ſame night, when they 
were at ſupper in a private room, 
with the door ſhut, to prevent any 
interruption from the Jews: when, 


wounds in his hands, feet, and fide ; 
he eat with them, and having up» 
braided 
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braided them for their incredulity, 
he inſtructed them in the great myſ- 
teries of our faith; he enabled them 
to underſtand the ſcriptures more 
perfectly; he renewed their com- 
miſſion to preach to all nations; 
he gave them power and authority 
to remit and to retain ſins; and he 
breathed into them the holy ſpirit, 
whom he promiſed to ſend more 
plentifully, to enable them to be 
witneſſes of his reſurrection, before 
they were to leave Jeruſalem. And 
thus ended the firſt day of the 


week, which in honour to our Sa- 


viour's reſurrection; has ever ſince 
been kept holy, and obſerved as the 
Sabbath amongſt Chriſtians, who 
ſtile it the Lord's day, or the day 
on which Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, 
roſe from the dead. 

8. Was the Fewiyb Sabbath; 
therefore, aboliſhed by this Gif 
tian Sabbath? 

T. Ves: For, as the Jewiſh $ab- 
bath, though at firſt inſtituted in 
commemoration of God's creating 
the world, 
kept in memory of the Jews deli- 
verance from the Egyptian bon- 
dage, Deuteronomy v. 15, which 
bondage was an emblem of our cap- 
tivity under fin, and their delive- 
rance, a type of our ſpiritual redemp- 
tion: ſo when our redemption was 
accompliſhed, it was proper that 
the day of Sabbath, ſhould be al- 
tered ; eſpecially when the wife 
providence of God had ſo ordered 
matters that the old Jewiſb Sab- 
bath, i. e. the ſeventh day, ſhould 
-be paſſed over, and the firſt day 
made choice of, to be honoured 
with the imigazls of Chriſt s reſur- 
rection, and the coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt, as I ſhall abſerve to you 
hereafter, And it is worth our 


was commanded to be 
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while to note, that though the a- 
poſtles, after the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, did frequent the ſynagogues 


of the Jerus on the ſeventh day, or 


Jewi/h Sabbath, they did not do it, 
as they are ſaid to have done it be- 
fore, according to the COMMAND - 
MEN T, (Luke xxiii. 56.) But ac- 
cording to CUSTOM, or as the man- 
ner was, (Acts xvii. 2.) Therefore 
we may reaſonably conclude, that 
the diſciples were commanded by Je 


ſus to keep the Chriſtian Sabbath'on 


the jir/t day of the week, or at leaft, 
that they from the firſt, looked up- 
on the ancient ſabbath, ' ſuperſeded: 


: by this other, which from the be- 


ginning, they called the Lord's day, 
and from the beginning, employed 


in acts of religious worſhip. To 


which purpoſe we find Ignatius ex- 
horting Chriſtians not to ſabbathize 
with the Jeus, but t live atcord- 
ing to the Lokp's Day, in which 
our life aroſe with him. 

S. Were all the apoſtles prese 
when Chriſt appeared to them ?- - 
No: Thomas was abſent ; and 
though they recounted to him eve- 
ry particular of what they bad heard 
and ſeen, he openly refuſed to aſ- 
ſent to their report, till he had the 
utmoſt evidence of ſenſe, by put- 
ting his finger into the holes in ual 
Hands and fide. © 

S. Did Jeſus ſatisfy Thomas in 
the way he required? 

7. Ves: for on the next gundoy 
as the apoſtles were aſſembled, with 
the doors ſhut, for fear of the Jews, 
and Thomas with them, Jeſus pre- 
ſented himſelf in the midſt of them, 
and faid; Peace be wnto you. Then 
turning to Thomas, he offered him 
his hands and ſide to feel where the 
nails and ſpear had pierced. At 
which the apoſtle, * convinc- 
ed, 


e e is. 
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T. He gave Themas to under- 
ſtand that his believing upon ſuch 


demonſtration was not ſo worthy 
of praiſe, or ſo acceptable in the 


ſight of God, as was the faith of 
thoſe, who have not the like con- 
viction. | | 
S. Did not Jeſus continue with 
his apoſtles after this? | 

T. No: But he frequently ap- 
peared to them. At one time he 
appeared to Peter in cog. on the 
ſhore of the lake or ſea of Tiberius, 


as he and ſome others were fiſhing. 


Again he appeared to his eleven a- 


poſtles, and frve-hundred other diſci- 


ples at once. And laſtly, upon the 
day he aſcended into heaven. 


S. How was he known to Peter? 


T. After that Feſus\had appear- 
ed to Thomas, the apoſtles being 
convinced that the #;ngdom of Chriſt 
is not of this world, they by our 


Lord's Directions (See Matt. xxvi. 
32. and XXvill, 7.) leave Judea, 


and return into their own province 
of Galilee, to follow their proper 
callings. Peter, John, &c. who 
had been bred to the fiſhing trade, 
reſumed their occupation, and- af- 
ter. much toil, one whole night, 


returning to ſhore without taking 
any thing, Jeſus aſſumed an un- 
known appearance, and adviſed 


them to caſt their nets once more 
on the right ſide of their veſſel; 
and to their great ſurprize, they, 
following his advice, incloſed a 
great number of large fiſnes. John 
preſently ſuppoſed, and ſuggeſted 
to Peter, that the perſon who had 
given them ſo good advice was 
their maſter Jeſus. Peter there- 
fore without more delay, puts on 


ſolution of the 
eleven apoſtles 


The New TzsTAMENT explained. 


ed, cryed out, my God, and my Lordi 
S. What then ſaid our Saviour? 


his coat, jumps into the lake, and 


hurries to the land, where he found 


the Lord, with a fire ready made, 
fiſh broiling on it, and bread ſtand- 
ing by; of all which, after the fiſhes 
were got aſhore, and the other a- 
poſtles were ready to ſit down, 


Jeſus adminiſtred to them, and eat 
part himſelf. And it was after this 


dinner, that Chriſt demanded of 
Peter thrice, if he loved him; com- 
manded him to take care of the 
flock committed to his charge; 
and in a figurative ſpeech, foretold 
the death Peter ſhould die. Peter 
then, according to the forwardneſs 
of his temper, deſired to know the 
fate of his favourite, St. John. To 
which Jeſus anſwered with ſome 
diſguſt at his curioſity, which led 
him to think of other mens affairs, 
rather than of his own ; and con- 
cluded, If I will, that he ſtay 
cc till I come, what is that to thee; 
cc follow thou me | 
S. Did Feſus mean that John 
ſhould live till he returned, or ca 
again from heaven ? | 
T. No: But only till he ſhould 
come in judgment to take vengeance 
on the Jets. So that the ſenſe of 
our Saviour's words is this. If my 
pleaſure is, that he live fill the diſ- 


ſolution of the Jewiſh ſtate: and ſo 


John did. For though Peter is 
ſuppoſed to be put to death in the 
reign of Nero: St. John lived till 
the days of Trajan the emperor, 


which was above a hundred years 


after our Saviour's birth, and thir- 
ty years from the time of the de- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem, and the diſ- 
ewiſhh ſtate. 
S. Where . wh: appear to the 
the five-bundred 


brethren at once ? 5 
r 7. On 


af 


' CurisT's Promiſe and Aſcention. 


FD. On mount Tabor, as it is ge- 
nerally thought, a mountain in Ga- 
lilee, where they were aſſembled 
by his appointment. And the oc- 
caſion of this meeting, was to bear 
witneſs, that he now finally, be- 
fore he did aſcend into heaven, and 
being inveſted with all power both 
in heaven and on earth, did com- 
miſſion and command his apoſtles 
to inſtruct all nations, and to bap- 
tize them in the name of the father, 
and of the fon, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and to preſs them to obſerve 
all his precepts. He alſo enabled 
them- to work figns and- wonders, 
and to confer that power to ſuch 
converts, as they thought -proper 
for the propagation and confirma- 
tion of his faith; and he promiſed 
to be aiding and proteCting them, 
and to be. preſent with them, as 
their ſovereign and ſupreme head 
unto the end of the world. 

S. I have heard ſome Chriſtians 
infer from this power given to the 
apoſtles to work, and to confer a 


power to their converts to work 


miracles that the ſame power ſtill 
continues amongſt the true ſucceſ- 
ſors of the apoſtles ? AS 
T. Nothing can be more abſurd, 
as I could prove at large, had not 
the learned Dr. Middleton, already 
done it in a more maſterly man- 
ner than I can pretend to do. 
S. What is the meaning of thoſe 
words of our Saviour. am with 
you always to the end of the world ? 
T. This promiſe was made, not 
to all Chriſtians in general, but on- 
ly to thoſe, whom Chriſt autho- 
rized to teach and baptize in his 
name, as the words themſelves, and 
the occaſion of ſpeaking them plain- 
ly ſhew ; and it contains a full de- 
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claration of our Lord's intention, 
that they ſhould always be ſucceed- 
ed by others in the ſame office, 
For, ſince the apoſtles all died with- 
in the compaſs of fourſcore years, 
aſter' this extenſive promiſe was 
made, it could no ways be fulfil- 
led, but by our Lord's being with 
their ſucceſſors in the goſpel-mi- 
niſtry until the world's end. For 
what ſome imagine, that the curre- 
ia 78 ä & · relates to the end of 
the Jetoiſb age, or economy, which 
lated (as they ſay) to the deſtruc- 
tion of the temple under Yeſpaſian, 
and ſo confine this promiſe to the 
perſon of the apoſtles only, is void 
of all foundation; unleſs we can 
ſuppoſe, that all ſacred functions 


were to ceaſe ; neither baptiſm to 


be adminiſtered, nor the goſpel 
preached, after the deſtruction of 

Jeruſalem, which is falſe in fact: 
and therefore, if we may be allow - 
ed to explain the deſign and mean- 
ing of this promiſe by the manner 
of its completion, we muſt con- 
clude, that our Lord here engages 
himſelf to be preſent with his mi- 
niſters, both by his ſpecial grace, 
and his authority, after the end of 
the Few/h ceconomy, as well as 


till that time: and hence we may 


aſſure ourſelves, that the miniſtry 
of the word, and adminiſtration of 
the ſacraments are a ſtanding and 
perpetual ordinance, to continue in 
the Chriſtian church throughout 
all ages; and that all the faithful 
miniſters of Chriſt, in hat part of 
the world ſoever God ſhall caſt their 
lot, and in what time ſoever they 
ſhall happen to live, may comfort- 
ably expect Chriſt's gracious pre- 
ſence with their perſons, and his 
bleſſing upon their labours. 

Ss, How 
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S. How long did Chriſt conti- 
nue upon earth, after his reſurrec- 
tien? N | | 
T. Forty days: when having or- 
dered all his apoſtles, and ſome of 
his ſelect friends to attend him at 
eruſalem on the Fortieth day from 
his reſurrection, he amongſt other 
things charged them not to depart 
from that city till he had poured 


upon them the Holy Ghoſt, which 


he had promiſed to give them. 
8. What reaſon was there for 


the wonderful diſpenſation of the 


Holy Spirit? 

7. The reaſons aſſignable for 
this wonderful diſpenſation, are, 1/7, 
To enable them to be powerful 
=vitneſſes of our Lord's reſurrection, 
{Luke xxiv. 48.) and, conſequently, 


that he was the true Meſſiah, or 
the prophet, who was to.come in- 


to the world, and was to be the Sa- 
viour of it: And therefore St. Pe- 
ter ſpeaks thus to the Jets, Ye have 
Killed the prince of life; whom God 
hath raiſed from the dead, of which 


we are witneſſes, (AQsiii.15.) 2dly, 


To enable them to give an exact 
account (as far as divine wiſdom 
ſaw it neceſſary) of what our Savi- 
our did, and taught; and therefore 
himſelf tells them, that the ſpirit o 
truth, which proceedeth from the fa- 
ther, ſhould teſtify of him, and bring 
all things” to their remembrance, 
<vhich he had ſaid unto them, (John 
xv. 26. —Xiv. 26.) and 3dly, To 


make them able Miniſters of the 


New Teftament, i. e. able to ac- 
quaint Chriſtians with all ſavin 
truths, and to teach them all things, 
that Chriſt had commanded to be 
obſerved throughout all the ages of 
the church: and upon the ſtrength 
of this promiſe, all Chriſtians in all 
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ages have believed,” that the apoſ- 


tles, and writers of the New Teſ- 
tament, both ſpake, and wrote, as 
they were moved, or directed by 
the ſpirit of God ; and, accordingly 
have received their doctrines,” not 
as the words of men, but, as they 
were in truth, the word of God, 
1 Theſſ. ii. 13. bt 80 

S. Why did Chriſt order the a- 
poſtles, Ic. to tarry at Feruſalem, 
till the Holy Ghoſt deſcended upon 
them ? en V3 
T. Of all places, the apoſtles 
would leaſt of all have choſen Fe- 
ruſalem to tarry in, had not our 
Lord poſitively commanded them 
to continue there. For Jeruſalem 
was now a place juſtly abhorred 
and deteſted by them, as reeking 
freſh with the blood of the holy 
and innocent Feſus; and yet Je- 
ruſalem is the place, choſen by 
Chriſt for the pouring forth of his 
holy ſpirit upon his apoſtles ; be- 
cauſe there was the greateſt com- 
pany of ſpectators to behold it, 
and to be wrought upon by it; 
and becauſe there had been the 
ſcenes of his greateſt humiliation, 
and therefore, there he was mind- 
ed to ſhew forth his power and 


F glory. 


S. Where was this meeting held? 

7. In a private place. But when 
he had finiſhed all his work, Jeſus 
led them all to that part of the 
mount of Olivet, which was near- 
eſt Bethany ; whence he was taken 
from them gradually in a cloud 


g that ſurrounded. him; and carryed 


up into heaven with triumph; 
where he ſits at the right-hand of 
God to intercede for u. 
S. Has God, whom I alumuys be- 
lieved to be a pure ſpirit got hands? 

T. This 
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POT, 
i [1 
Wn! 


Me Deſcent of the Hor. y GnosrT, 


T. This is one of thoſe expreſ- 
ſions, wherein the Holy Ghoſt con- 


deſcends to our capacity, by attribu- 


ting to God the parts, and geſture 
of an human body. The hand is 
the chief inſtrument of exerting our 
ſtrength, and therefore often uſed 
to denote the power of God. The 
right- hand is the uſual place of ho- 
nour and reſpect, and therefore this 
denotes the higheſt dignity. Sitting 
in like manner, intimates a ſtate 
of caſe and reſt, and is properly the 
poſture of thoſe, that are in power 
and authority, of #:ngs upon their 
thrones, and magiſtrates in courts 
of juſtice ; and therefore Chriſi's 
ſitting at God's rigbt- band implies 
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thus much, << That the ſame bliſs, 
„ glory, and power, which, as the 
« fon of God, he did, before his 
& incarnation, enjoy with his fa- 
<< ther from all eternity, his human 
nature is now made partaker of, 
ce in the higheſt heavens. That 
ce this God-man is inveſted with an 
6 abſolute authority, and bound- 
<< leſs dominion, and does now, in 
<< both natures, rule, as he ſhall 
cone day judge, the whole world; 
and, that till that day come, it 


js the duty of us, and all man- 


kind, to reverence and obey, to 
c truſt in, and pray to him, as 
& our only head and king, our 
e rightful and univerſal Lord.” 


C45 Art. 
The Apoſtles retire to an upper Room, and chuſe MaTTH1 as 


in the Place of Ju ps, 1% be an Apoſtle. 


HoLy Ghost. 
ciples of CHRIST. 


The Deſcent of the 


How the HoLy GnosT operated on the Diſ- 
The Diſciples ſpeak ſtrange Languages 


and werk Miracles: Are perſecuted by the Jewiſh Rulers : im- 
priſoned and whipped. The Apoſtles ordain ſeven Deacons. 
The Martyrdom of Stephen, and Life of St. Paus. 


8. WI AT became of the a- 
poſtles, Sc. after our Sa- 
viours aſcenſion ? 

T. They being about a hundred 
and twenty in all, returned to 7e- 
ruſalem with great joy, being now 
fully aſſured, that Jeſus was the 
ſon of God, and aflembled daily 
privately in an upper room, at the 
houſe of Mary, the mother of John, 
whoſe ſurname was Mark ; or at the 
houſe of ſome other diſciple ; it be- 
ing cuſtomary for private families 
in thoſe days to have oratories or 
chapels on the tops of their houſes, 
to meet to hear the law read, and 
to treat of any religious matters. 


Which interpretation of the upper- 
room, ſome chuſe to adopt, rather 
than that which ſuppoſeth it to 
mean an apper- room in the temple ; 
for it is ſcarce credible, ſay they 
that the Priz/?s and Levites, who 
had ſo lately perſecuted their maſter 
unto death, would permit a com- 
pany of poor fiſhermen and Galile- 
ans, to aſſemble in ſuch numbers, 
within the verge of the temple. 
S. What did the diſciples in this 


upper- room? 


T. They paid their adorations to 
God the father; and amongſt o- 
ther conſultations for the ſupport 
and government of the church, 


Which 


propoſed two of their members to 
draw lots, which of them ſhould 
be found worthy to ſucceed Judas 


in the apoſtleſhip, from which he 


had fell by tranſgreſſion. 
S. Who were theſe two diſciples 


propoſed on this occaſion ? 


T. Joſeph, ſurnamed Barſabas, 
who-was one of the /evznty, and a 
relation of 'our Lord according to 
the fleſh; and Matthias, another 


of the ſeventy diſciples. 


S. Upon whom did the lot fall ? 


7. On Matthias; who was ac- 


cordingly admitted into the num- 
ber of the apoſtles. 155 4 
S. Who was this Matthias? 
T. He had been a diſciple from 


the time Jeſus was baptized of 
John, to his aſcenſion. © And if a- 


ny credit can be given to his life, 
ſaid to be tranſlated from the ori- 
ginal Hebrew, in the twelfth cen- 
tury, by a monk at Treves, he was 
born at Bethlebem, of an illuſtrious 
family of the tribe of Fudah ; had 
been well educated; did preach the 
Chriſtian faith in Paleſtine; and 
was firſt ſtoned to death by the 
command of Ananus the Younger, 
and then had his head ſevered from 


| His body; ſoon after the martyr- 


dom of James the Leſs (See page 
248.) But, if we believe the Greets, 
t. Matthias preached and died at 
Colchis. 1 8 
S. Did Jeſus ſend the Holy Gho/7 
upon his apoſtles, &c. as he had 
promiſed : 
7. Yes: For, as they were aſ- 


ſembled in the per- room on the 


day of Pentecof?, the ſpirit of God, 


which is the Holy Ghof?, deſcend: 
ed with a ſudden prodigious noiſe, 
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which Chriſt had founded and be- 
came the chief corner ſtone, they 


or like a tempeſtuous wind, which 
was accompanied with à kind of 
fiery exhalation reſembling theſhape 
of a tongue, reſting upon each of 
the diſciples. And from this mo- 
ment of time they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpake 
diverſe languages. | 

S. What am to underſtand by 
the day of Pentecoſt 2 | 

T. Pentecoſt is a Greek word, 
that ſignifieth the fiſtieth. And 
this day was particularly ſo called 
by the Jews, becauſe it was one 
of their annual feſtivals (Levit. 
XXiit. 15, 16.) known alſo by the 
name of the feaſt of weeks ; becauſe 
it was obſerved on the fiſtieth day, 
or ſeven Weeks after the paſſover 
(Deut. xvi. 9.) But the Chriſti- 
an church celebrates this feaſt at 
the ſame diſtance of time from our 
Saviour's reſurrection, to remind 
us that the gifts of the ſpirit were 
then poured out in a plentiful man- 
ner, as the firſt fruits of our Lord's 
aſcenſion into heaven; and that the 
Goſpel began to be publiſhed by 
the apoſtles on the ſame day, that 
the ancient law was given to the 
Hebrews. | | | 

S. What effect had this deſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt ? 

T. It gave them courage to quit 
the retirement of the upper room, 
and boldneſs and ability to preach 
the Goſpel publickly, to all the in- 
habitants and ſtrangers then at Je- 
ruſalem, in the language of each 
perſon they met. Which extraor- 
dinary preaching, converted no leſs 
than three-thouſand ſouls to the 
faith of Chriſt. | 

S. Did not the apoſtles work 
miracles alſo ? On 00 

7. Yes: Peter and John cured 
a poor 
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2 poor man forty years old, and 
born a cripple, by the name of Jeſus 
of Nazareth only, as he begged 
an alms of them at the moſt mag- 


nificent gate of the temple, which 


was made of Corinthian braſs. 

S. What ſaid the Sanhedrim to 
this? | | 
T. Their ſucceſs in preaching, 
and miraculous power awakened 
the Sanhedrim, who engaged the 
captain of the temple to ſeize them, 
and clap them up in priſon, till the 
next morning; when ſummoning 
the apoſtles before them, they had 
certainly proceeded to ſeverities for 
their reſolution to teach in the 
name of Feſus, had. not the peoples 


veneration for the apoſtles reſtrain- 


ed their malice. | 

S. Were the apoſtles permitted 
after this to preach Chriſt quietly ? 

T. No: For, as their fame ſpread 

itſelf by their preaching and mira- 
culous cures in the city and neigh- 
bouring towns and villages, they 
were again apprehended by the or- 
der of the Sanhedrim. But on this 
occaſion, God teſtified their inno- 
cence, by delivering them out of 
priſon the next night, in a miracu- 
lous manner. 

S. What became of the apoſtles 
after this goal delivery 

T. They were encouraged and 
ordered by the divine meſſenger of 
their deliverance, to go next morn- 
ing and preach the Goſpel in the 
midſt of the temple. 

S. Did not this ſurprize the San- 
hedrim ? | 

7. Very much, who now ſent 

for them, preaching in the temple, 


not to force them as before, but 


only to entreat them to come be- 
fore the council, | 


S. What paſſed in this council? 
T. The rulers chid them for 
preaching a doctrine which they 
had forbid. To which the apoſtles 
returned ſuch a reſolute anſwer, 
that had it not been for one Ga- 
maliel, a Phariſee, and ſecret fa- 
vourer of the name of Chriſt, they 
had condemned them to die. How- 
ever, they ordered them to be 
whipped, and then diſmiſſed them + 
with a freſh charge, never to teach 
any more in the name of JEsUs, 
S. Did the apoſtles obey this 
laſt injunction ? | 
T. It does not appear that they 


did; for we read, that in a ſhort 


time after, the believers had ſo en- 
creaſed, as to make it neceſſary 
for the better government of the 
church to ordain ſever deacons to 
be ſtewards of the public ſtock. 
And when Stephen, who was moſt 
diſtinguiſhed amongſt the deacons 
for the gifts and graces of the Holy 
Spirit, preached the goſpel and 
confirmed his doctrine with mira- 
cles; ſo that not only abundance of 
the laity, but many of their prieſts 
embraced the goſpel, they ſuborn- 
ed falſe witneſſes to accuſe him of 
blaſphemy, and in a full Sanbedrim 
condemned him to be ftoned to 


death: which was immediately ex- 


ecuted in a tumultuous manner, 
without the city, while this firſt 


martyr of the Chriſtian church pray- 


ed aloud for the pardon of his mur- 
derers. It was on this mournful 
occaſion, that we firſt read of Saul, 
who being converted, was after- 
wards called Paul, and became an 
apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
S. 1 ſhould be glad to hear the 
hiſtory of Saul or Paul? 
T. He was a Phariſee of the tribe 
of 
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of Benjamin, but born 29 years be- 
fore Chriſt at Tarſus, a Roman co- 
lony in Cilicia. He was educated 


by the famous Gamaliel, Doctor of 


the law; in which he made ſo great 
proficiency, that he grew into great 
eſteem, both for his knowledge, 
and zeal for it. This zeal led him 
precipitately to join with the ene- 
mies of Chriſt in the perſecution of 


his Diſciples. He not only con- 


ſented to the death of Stephen, but 
was an acceſſary to it, by taking 


care of the clothes of thoſe that 


ſtoned him: and when this was 
done, he accepted of a commiſſion 
to ſearch for, ſeize and puniſh as 
many as he found teaching or pro- 
fefling the name of Chri/#. He im- 


priſoned them, and beat them with 
rods, to compel them to blaſpheme 


the name of the Lord: till Jeſus 


| himſelf. vouchſafed perſonally to 


appear unto him, and to call him 
to the apoſtleſhip in his way to 
Damaſcus, breathing out nothing 
but blood and deſtruction againſt his 
diſciples. Paul was ſtruck blind 


by this viſion ; and was reſtrained 


from ſeeing, till he ſhould make 
a declaration of his faith before 
one Ananias, a Chriſtian of Da- 
maſcus, and be cured by the impo- 
ſition of that diſciple's hands. And 
when Saul had thus received his 
fight, he went into the ſynagogues 
at Damaſcus, and preached Jeſus, 


and proved him to be the Meſſiah. 
Where, and in that neighbour- 
hood, then under the dominion of 


Aretas, king of Arabia, (Gal. 1. 
17.) he taught the goſpel with ſo 
much zeal and ſucceſs, that he be- 
came the object of the Fews ha- 
tred; who therefore dealt with, 
and perſuaded the governor of Da- 


— 
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maſcus to deliver him up to them, 
in order to put him to death. Saul 
being informed of this conſpiracy 
againſt his life, in time, eſcaped 
their power, by. a: baſket let down 
over thecity wall, that night. From 
whence, coming to. Feruſalem, he 
was introduced to the apoſtles by 
Barnabas. Here, alſo; he drew 
the malice of his countrymen upon 
him; who, being reſolved to kill 
him for his activity in the cauſe of 
Chriſt, were the cauſe of his retire- 
ing to Ceſarea in Paleſtine, and 
from thence, by ſea, to Tarſus, 
in the 37th: year of Chriſt. But in 
the 43d, he- accompanied Barna- 
bas to Antioch, where he continued 
one year, preaching to, and in- 
ſtructing the faithful; who, having 
collected a ſum of money for the 
relief of their brethren in Judea, 
then afflicted by a famine, ſent it 
by Paul and Barnabas to Feruſa- 
lem. When this commiſſton was 
executed, and they were returned 
to Antioch, Simon, Lucius, and Ma- 
naen, being prophets, laid their 
hands on them, and ſent them to 
preach whither the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhould conduct them. It was about 
this time (A. D. 44.) that Saul 
was wrapped up in the third hea- 
ven. Paul and Barnabas proceed- 
ed to Cyprus, where they preached 
the goſpel in the ſynagogues of the 
Jews ; and meeting with a magi- 
cian, one Bar-jeſus, or Elimas that 
deceived the people, and in great 
credit with Sergius Paulus, the Pro- 
conſul, Paul upbraided him for his 
wickedneſs,” and, in the name of 
Jeſus, ſtruck him blind, in the 


city of Paphos, (A. D. 45.) which 


ſo mightily convinced Sergius, that 
he immediately embraced the Chriſ- 
tian 
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tian faith, And it is commonly 
thought that this was the time Sau. 
took the name of Paul. 

From Cyprus, Paul and his com- 
pany went to Perga in Pamphilia; 
and from thence immediately to 
Antiach in Pifidia, where at his 
firſt preaching redemption through 
Chriſt, and the reſurrection of the 
dead he gained ſeveral proſelytes: 
but being at their own requeſt de- 
fired to preach the ſame doctrine on 
the next ſabbath day, the Jeus en- 
vying the great concourſe of the 
people, oppoſedthemſelves with blaſ- 
phemy, to what St. Paul ſaid, and 
never ceaſed perſecuting him, c. 
till they had driven him quite away 
from thence ; though he had made 
many converts among the Gentiles. 

Paul and Barnabas being thus 
driven from Piſidia, they came to 
Tconium, where they converted great 
numbers both of Fews and Gentiles : 


but the unbelieving Jes, threat- 


ning to ſtone them, drove them 


hence alſo to Lyſtra and Derbe, ci- 


ties of Lycaonia. At Lyfira, Paul 
cured Zneas, a cripple from his mo- 
ther's womb, which miracle had 
like to have perſwaded the Gentiles 
of that town to pay them divine 
honours, had not Barnahas and 
Saul ſtrongly forbade and remon- 
rated againſt it. Yet it was not 
long before this fickle people were 
animated by the Jews of Antioch, 
in Piſidia, and of Iconium, to ſtone 
Paul, who being left for dead, was 
taken up by his companions, and 
. next day to Derbe, (A. D. 
45. 9 


Goſpel at Derbe, ventured to viſit 
the converts at Lyſtra, Jconium, and 


Auiah in Pifdia. At this time 
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Paul, &c. having preached the tak 
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they traverſed all Piſidia, as far as 


Pampbilia, preached the word at 


Perga, went down to Attalia, and 


from thence failed for Antioch in Sy- 


ria; where they related the ſuc- 
ceſs of their preaching, and how 
Paul had opened to the Geſtiles, a 
door of ſalvation. 0 | 

It is certain that Paul did 'not 
ſtay long at Antivch on this occaſi- 
on, (A. D. 45.) and yet we have 
no certain account of any thing but 
his ſufferings, till the roth year of 
Chr:/t. But it is generally agreed, 
that it was in this interval that 
St, Paul preached the Goſpel from 
Jeruſalem to Illyricum (Rom. xv. 
19.) without making any ſtay in 
thoſe places, where others had 
preached before him (Rom. X. 10.) 
And it was during this interval that 


Paul received five times of the Fews 


thirty-nine ſtripes with a whip, it 
being againſt the law of doſes, to 
inflict more than forty ſtripes, Deu- 


teronomy xxv. 3. that he was twice 


whipped by the Romans; ſuffered 
ſhipwreck thrice, and had been a 
night and a day in the deep, or o- 
bliged to ſtruggle with the waves af- 


ter being ſhipwrecked (2 Cor. xi. 


25.) All which, and many more 
ſufferings, the apoſtle ſums up, when 
he ſays in general, that he had faf- 
fered more labours, and had endured 
more priſons; that he was often 
very near death, run great dangers, 
and was to great hazards ; 
that he ſuffered hunger, thirſt, na- 
kedneſs, cold, faſtings, watchings, 
and the fatigues inſeparable from 
long journeys, which were undet- 
en without any proſpect of hu» 
man ſuccour ; and that he had ſup» 
ported himſelf by making leather 
tents for the uſe of thoſe that went 


Fr to 


3434 The New TESTAMENT explained. 


to the wars. (See 2 Cor. xi. 23, and 
x Cor. ix. 1.—15. Acts xvili. 3.) 

The next time we hear of Paul, 
was at Antioch, where he and Bar- 


nabas withſtood Cerintbus, and his 


followers, who pretended to teach 
that there could be no ſalvation 
without circumciſion, and keeping 
the ritual law of Moſes; and cauſed 


ſuch a diviſion amongſt the Chriſ- 


tian converts, that, not finding them- 
ſelves able alone to ſtem the torrent 
of this doctrine, theſe two went to 


Feruſalem, had the whole affair de- 


ted in a council of the apoſtles 
and elders, and obtained a decree, 
that the Gentiles converted to Chriſ- 
tianity, ſhould not be obliged. to 
ſubmit to the yoke of the law, but 
only to avoid idolatry, fornication, 
and the eating of things ſtrangled 
and blood : and they approved of 
Paul's doctrine. This was done in 
the 51ſt year of Chri/. | 

Paul and Barnabas accompanied 


by Jude, ſirnamed Barſabas, and 


Silas, returned to Antioch, with this 
determination, though it does not 
appear, that the ſchiſm was entire- 


Iy healed by this apoſtolic legation; 


for Peter following ſoon after, ſepa - 
rated from the Gentile converts, 


and would no longer eat with them: 
for which Pau! blamed him open- 


ly, and then departed with Silas 


only, for Syria, Cilicia, Derbe, and 


Lyra, At which laſt place meet- 
ing with Timothy, he circumciſed 
him, that he might not offend the 
Jews of that country, and took him 
to preach the Goſpel in Lycaona, 
Phrygia, and Galatia; and paſſing 
over Joma, Aolia, and Lydia, they 
proceeded to Treas in Myſia, where 
Paul had a viſion directing him to 


paſs into Macedonia, Therefore he 


took ſhip and landed at Neapolis, a 
city in Macedonia, on the confines 
of Thrace, travelled to Philippi, 
where he converted; and was lodg- 
ed by Jada, a dealer in purple, 
and caſt out a ſpirit of divination, 
out of a'certain maid-ſervant: For 
which Paul and Silas were ſeized, 
and after being whipped, were caſt 
into priſon, under a pretence of at- 
tempting to introduce a new religi · 
on. But God ſent his angel, and an 
earthquake by night, which broke 
open the priſon gates, and ſo terri- 
fed the goaler, that he and all his 
houſe embraced the doctrine of Je- 
fus Chrift, In the morning the 
magiſtrates alſo, fearing they had 
exceeded their authority, prayed 
them to depart their city. 

Paul and Silas being honourably 
diſmiſſed, journeyed to Theſſalonica, 
taking Ampbipolis and Apollonia in 
their way. Here Paul, according 
to his cuſtom in other places, preach- 
ed the goſpel in the Jes ſynagogue. 
But the Jews who were led a- 
way by a falſe zeal, obliged him, 
and Silas, after three Sabbath days, 
to retire privately out of that city. 
They went, at this time, no fur- 
ther than Berea, and were there 
kindly received and heard, till the 
perſecuting Fews of Theſſalonica per- 
ſued them, and forced Paul in a 
mobbiſh way, to withdraw from 
thence alſo. Paul on this occaſion 
left Silas and Timothy at Berea, 
while he travelled alone to Athens ; 
though he was no ſooner arrived 
ſafe in this city, but he ſent orders 
for them to repair thither alſo im- 
mediately. At Athens, Paul preach- 
ed frequently in the ſynagogue, and 
diſputed daily with the philoſophers 
concerning Jeſus and the reſurtec- 

tion 


tion from the dead; of the ſuper- 


intendence of providence, the be- 


ing of a God, and of a laſt judg 
ment, with various ſucceſs. For 
though ſome heard him gladly, and 
embraced the faith in Chriſt, among 
whom were Dionyſius the Ariopagite, 
and the pious woman Damaris; 
ſome others mocked him, and ma- 
ny more were doubtful. 

Timothy obeyed the apoſtles or- 
der, and at his arrival at Athens, 
informed him of the perſecution 
that was raiſed againſt the Chriſti- 
ans at Theſſalongea. Paul, there- 
fore, ſent him back immediately, 
to exhort them, and to encourage 
them to continue ſtedfaſt in the 
faith: but he himſelf proceeded to 
Corinth. Here he lodged and 
wrought with Aquila, a tent- maker: 
received comfort by Silas and Tino- 
thy's relation of the good ſtate of 
the faithful at Theſſalonica: made 


was Stephanus, and his houſe, and 
Criſpus and Gaius and ' wrote his 
firſt epiſtle to the Theſſalonians (A. 
D. 52.) In which he commends 
their conſtancy, zeal and charity 
towards the chriſtians of Macedonia. 
Then he gives them ſome advice 
concerning the uſe of marriage, the 
avoiding of idleneſs, mourning, 
and ſeveral other points of govern- 
ment and doctrine, And before the 
cloſe of the ſame year, we read ano- 
ther epiſtle from him to the ſame 
people, concerning the day of judg- 
ment, which, they had been falſe- 
ly taught, was near approaching; 
and to encourage them to bear their 
perſecution patiently. N. B. Some 
think that St. Paul dictated the goſ- 
pel to St. Luke at this time. 
Paul, in the mean time preach- 
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ed the goſpel with ſo much ſucceſs, 
that he brought the envy of the 
Zews in that city upon him: and 
becauſe they blaſphemed and uſed 
him ill, he gave them up to their 
own reprobate ſenſe : and declaring 
his reſolution, thenceforward, to go 
to the Gentiles; quitted the houſe 
of Aquila, and took up his abode 
at the houſe of Titus Fuſtus, a con- 
verted heathen : which ſo exaſpera- 
ted the Jets, that they ſeized upon 
Paul, and brought him by force 
before Gallio, the pro conſul of A 
chaia. But when Gallio found they 
had nothing to accuſe him of, ex- 
cepting an attempt to introduce 4 
new religion amongſt them, he re- 
fuſed to take cognizance thereof, 
and diſmifled Paul; who, after a_ 
ſtay of eight months in this city, 
went up to the city of Feruſalem to 
keep the ſeaſt of Penteco/?, For this 


. purpoſe, Paul having compleated 
ſeveral converts, amongſt whom 


his vow of Nazariteſbip, in which he 
had engaged himſelf, he cut off his 
hair at the ſea- port of Cenchres; 
where he took ſhip with Aquila and 
Priſcilla. They arrived fate at E. 
pheſus; from whence they proceeds 
ed to Feruſalem, touching by the 
way at Cæſarea in Palefline. From 
Zeruſalem he. went and ſtayed ſome 
time at Anizzch; and then made 
the tour of Galatia and Phrygia. 
He returned to Epheſus, where he 
conferred the gift of languages and 
converts, 
whom he confirmed by the laying on 
of his hands, But after he had 
preached in the ſynagogue three 
months, the Jets continued to op- 


Poſe the AMeſſiasſhip of Chrift Feſus 


with ſo much obſtinacy, that he 
withdrew to the ſchool of one Ty- 


rannus ; and, tho' he ſuffered much 
Fre” n 
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both from the Jews and Gentiles in 
this city, God confirmed his doc- 
trine with many miracles, and mi- 
raculouſly delivered him from the 
wild bea/is, to which he was caſt 
in the amphitheatre.—Tt was during 
Pauls abode at Epheſus, that he 
wrote his epiſtle to the Galatians, 
about the year of Chr; riſt 56, to in- 
form them that Chr; iftians are ex- 
empt from the obſervation of the 
law of Moſes, and to exhort them 
to a holy life, 
From Epheſus, St. Paul was in- 
ſpired to go up to Feraſalem by the 
way of Macedonia and Achaia. But 
he ſtill continued ſome time in Aſia, 
having ſent Timothy and Eraſtus in- 
to Macedonia. In which interval 
of time, being informed of the 
troubles, diviſions, and abuſes in 
the church of Corinth, he wrote 
A. D. 57.) his fir ft epiſtle to the 
Corinthians; in which he reproved 
them for the divifions that had 
, Caufleſsly been ſtirred up about eat- 
ing of meats offered to idols. He 
exclaimed againſt the man that bad 
married his mother-in-law ; againſt 
thoſe that went to law with their 
brethren in the courts of the hea- 
then; againſt ſpiritual pride; and 
againſt promiſcuous ſpeaking in 
their church aſſemblies. Then, 
having ſhewn how to correct theſe 
abuſes, he exhorted them to a Fe- 
formation of manners. 

Soon after the penning of this 


one Demetrius, a ſilver-ſmith, of 
ruining the trade of making images, 
and little models of the temple of 
Diana at Ephefus, which were ſold 
to ſtrangers and pilgrims, who 
flocked from all parts to' ſee that 
wonder of the world; and of ſub- 


St. Lake: 
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by the religion, which he preached. 


This accufation was backed with 
fo much fury by the workmen in 
that craft, that the whole city was 
in a tumult, and Paul was adviſed 
to withdraw himſelf from their 
envy. So that being perſuaded, he, 
with Timothy, embarked at Trons 
for Macedonia, where he was alſo 
comforted by the good news of the 
Corinthian's reformation; and wrote 
a ſecond letter to them, in which, 

baving extolled his own miniſtry; 
he exhorts them t6 repentance and 
mortification ; pardons the inceſtu- 
ous perſon, c. and ſent it by Tr- 
dus, who is thought by ſome to be 
though he, in a very 
ſbort time after, viſited them per- 
fonally ; and at Corinth dictated 
his epiſtle to the Romans, in the 
beginning of the year 58, to ex- 


* plain the doctrines of grace and 


predeſtination, 

Having ftaid three months in 
theſe parts, St. Paul returned into 
Macedonia: ſtaid a little while at 
Philippi, where he kept his Eaſter; 
embarked there for Troas, where 


he reſtored Eutychus to life again, 
being killed by a fall ; 
ſtay of ſeven days only, he travel- 


and after a 


led on foot alone to s or Apollo- 
nia, where meeting his compant- 
ons that were arrived there by ſea 
from Troas, he embarked with them 
at Miiylene. From thence coming 


epiſtle, the apoſtle was accuſed by to Miletus, he was viſited by the 


elders of the church of Epheſus, to 
whom he foretold all the ſufferings 
that ſhould ſhortly befal him at Je- 
ruſalem. He then exhorted them 
to patience; prayed with them, 
and embarked for Coos, Rhodes, 
Patara, and Bre. At this laſt 

place 
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after which he proceeded to Ptole- 


mais, and from thence to Ceſarean : 


where the prophet Agabus foretold 
the impriſonment, and delivery of 
St. Paul to the Gentiles by the 


0. | 
The diſciples at Feru/alem re- 
ceived St. Paul with much plea- 
ſure. And he gave an account of 
his miniſtry to St. James, biſhop of 
;Feruſalem, and to the reſt of the 
elders. But being found in the 
temple a few days after compleat- 
ing a vow of Nazariteſbip, he was 
-accuſed of polluting the temple, by 
bringing Gentiles into it; and had 
been torn to pieces by the Fews, 
Had not the Raman tribune, Ly/zas, 
come down to the temple, and reſ- 
cued him out of their power, and 
ſecured him in the caſtle. But 
finding by ſeveral inſtances that he 


was to expect no juſtice from an 


inferior court, and that the Jeꝛus 
were determined, if they by any 
means could, to have his life; he, 
after two years confinement at 
Cæſarea in Cilicia, where Lyſias 
had ſent him to Felix the governor, 
to be protected from the ſecret at- 
tempts of the Zews, was obliged to 
appeal to the high court of Cæſar 
himſelf at Rome, {iv 4 ie 
Feſtus, who had ſucceeded Felix 
in the government, admitting. of 
this appeal, put him avoard a ſhip 
of Adramyttum, in which the apoſ- 
tle arrived ſafe at Mira in Lycia. 
Here he was embarked in a ſhip, for 
Jah, in which he was ſhipwrecked 
on the iſland of Malta, after a ſtorm 
of fourteen days. The inhabitants 
received all the ſhips company, Ac. 
with great humanity; and when 


they ſaw that a viper had faſtened 
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upon St. Paul's hand without doing 
him any harm, they took him for a 


God; in which opinion they were 


more confirmed, by his curing the 
father of Publius, the chief man of 
the iſland, of a fever and bloody 
flux, He continued in this iſland 
three months, healing their fick : 
and then he failed to Syracuſe, Khe- 
gum, and Puteoli ; from which laſt 
place, having reſted ſeven days, he 
ſet out for Rome; and the brethren 


of that city being informed of the 


apoſtle's arrival, went out to meet 
him as far as Appii- forum, and the 
Three Tauerns. 3 
St. Paul being arrived at Rome, 
was permitted to dwell where he 
pleaſed; but not to go abroad with- 
out a ſoldier. chained to him, I 
which condition, he preached the 
kingdom of God, and the reli- 
gion of Jeſus .Chrift, from the be- 
ginning of February 61, to the ſame 
time in 63, in his own lodging, 
without interruption from the ſtate. 
In which time, he converted ſeve- 
ral perſons of diſtinction, ſame of 
whom belonged to the emperor's 
court, And during this captivity, 
being viſited by Epaphradztus, biſhop 
of Philippi, the apoſtle, about the 
year 62, wrote to the Phzlippians a 
letter of thanks for their kaſonable 
relief of bim; exhorts them to hro- 
therly love and unity, and warns 
them againſt jetudaiſing teachers. 
About the ſame time he converted 
Oneſimus, and ſent him back to his 
maſter Philemon with a letter. An 
hearing that the church at Colofe ha 
been deceived by teachers that would 
perſuade. them that they ought not 
to approach to God by Je Chriſt 5 
becauſe he is raiſed too high, above 
us; but by the Angels, who, they 
LS laid, 
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ſaid, are our mediators ; he writ 
to them to undeceive them: he 
extols the mediatorial office of Feſus 
Chriſt; cautions them againſt ſuch 
falſe teachers, and concludes with 
excellent rules for the conduct of 
their lives. 

After two years impriſonment at 
Rome, the Jews not daring to pro- 
ſecute Paul before the emperor, 
for want of ſufficient proof, he was 
Tet at liberty. And ſoon after his 
x enlargement, i it is thought, he writ 
his epiſtle to the Hebrews,” addreſſed 
to the faichful in Paleſtine, to con- 
vince them, chat true juſtification 


cannot be obtained by the obſerva- 


tion of the lau; but muſt be ſought 
for by faith in 57 * Chri i/t, and 
progeed from his grace: and he 
further labours to prove, That the 
tevitical prieſthood, and legal _ 
monies, are all aboliſhed by the 

Prieſthood of Feſus Chriſt, and by 
to inſtitutions of the Chriftion re- 


0 Aon: Paul, being now rellaſed, 


travelled over laly ; and, ſome 
from thetic to 


Yay, into Spain 
Fudea and Epheſus, where he left 
"Timothy; to Crete, where he alſo 
fixed Titus. with epiſcopal power ; 
and to Philippi, where (in 64) 


he wrote the firſt epiſtle to Timothy, | 
in which he deſcribes the particular 


duties of a biſhop, and gives him 
advice for his particular conduct, 
©, ta Nicopalis, where he wrote 
10 Tirnyin Crete (in 64) In which 


epiſtle he alſo lays down the du! 


ries of a biſhop, Qc. and inſtruc̃ts 
bim how to manage perſons of 
All conditions. In the year 65, 


Paul went to Troas, and thence to 


e and Miletus, where he le ft 


The New TESTAMENT explained. 


Trophimus ſick ; and in the ſame 
vear he arrived a ſecond time at 
Rome (Epiphan. Lib. 1. Tom. 2.) 
where he applied himſelf immediate- 
ly to the work of the goſpel, wrote 
his epiſtle to the Epheſians, and to 
the other churches in Iſia, to in- 
ſtruct them in the great myſteries 
of faith, redemption, and juſtifica- 
tion by the death of Chriſt, of free 
predeſtination, of the calling of the 
Gentiles; and of the re- union of two 
people in one only body, of which 
'Chrift Feſus is the head, and made 
ſuch progreſs in making converts 
to Chriſtianity, that Nero taking um- 
brage at his reconciling one of his 
concubines to the faith, cauſed him 
to be apprehended, impriſoned, and 
at laſt ro be beheaded at the place 
called the Salvian Waters, on the 
29th of June, 66. or as Euſebius ra · 
ther chuſes to place his martyrdom, 
in the year of Chriſt 68, three years 


before the deſtruction of Feruſalem. 


Thus I have given you the hiſ- 
tory of St. Paul, and the firſt pro- 


pagation of Chriſtianiiy by that a- 


poſtle. And with this I now con- 
clude the hiſtory of the New Tefla- 


ment; moſt earneſtly beſeeching the 
moſt high God, and father of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to give you his 
holy ſpirit, that he may guide you 
into the way of all truth, ſanctify 
the faith and doctrine of Jeſus 
Chrift in your heart, and confirm 
and. eſtabliſh you in the ſame, a- 


gainſt all the inventions and ſubti- 


lities of wicked, preſumptuous, and 
deſigning men; whoſe end is per- 


dition, and whoſe glory in ſeducing 


the young, illiterate, and unexpe- 


rienced, will be their ſhame, in the 
great day of the Lord. 
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Amazidby 1 king of Judah, reduces the Edo- 


I 439 Þ 


A 7 4B L E 5 the chief Matters and Texts of Serip- 
i explained and referred to in this Work. 


251 


mites, is routed by the Iſraelites, his reſto- 
ration, idolatry, and murder, Sc. 252, 253 
Axariab, king of Fudah, his wars and inven- 


tions 233. His fin and puniſhment 254 
Aria 575 260, 264 
Abaz 260. His dl £3 262 
Deſtroying Angel, what 263 
—— the Great #90, 291, 292 
Antiochus the Great . 293 
Ariſtobulus : tz 5:5 406 
Alexander Jannæus's reign, cruelty, wars, and 
death - 308, 309 
Antipater, father of Herod the Great — I 
Andrew's. (St.) life 
Apoſtles Perſecuted 431. er miracles, G. 
198 4305 Sc. 
Beaſts clean and unclean | 34 
Babel, tower of | | 38 
Ben-aninii | BOT 1 $0 
Breaſt-plate Nn 4 FOES 
Baſpan Wok e * E 
Balu: BEES Song 119 
Balaam and his prophecy 119, 120 
— s aſeſ 137, 138 
Bethel conquered 108562 


BE L's murder 19, 20 Berijamites ; f 2A 
Adam's offspring in 122 years 21, His Barak | | 166 
death 23 Baal-Berith, who 3 174 

| Aue, lui ans | 27 Benhadad : 238, 243 

Ages of men, when cut ſhort 23 Babylon Ys 275, &c. 

Arb, its make and faſhion 29, Where it reſt- Baruch 268 

ed 3!, Of the covenant - 100 Baptiſm amongſt the Terme 323 

Ararat mountains 31 of John, what 324 
Abram or Abraham 43 to 54 Betheſda. See Siloam. 

——=$ ſecond marriage 53 Hartholomew's (St.) life 346 
Abimilech 50 Bethany . 335 
Aaron commiſſioned with Moſes 79 | See Moſes. The hiſtory of the Creation 10, 13 

enn the n 113. His rod 114 Death Cain > puniſhment 19, 20 

| 116 's mark, ſet upon him 1 God 2x 
nr 94, 140 's family Xt 22 

Angel that went before the Halle 98 Cainan f 24 

Altar, different ſortes Tor Canaan, ſon of Ham 36, 40 

Abi ram ca 10 WE , land of 43 
Amorites 117. See | 50 Chedor/aquer | | 45 
Achan's fin and puniſhment I45 Catdlelicks, golden 100 
Ai taken ; 146 Coat f 102 
Abimelech 3 173 Calf, \molten 1 103 
Abdon 74 178 Ceremonies. See Rites. 

Aſeelon 183 Corab | 113 
Ark of the covenant t 186, 208 Cojor's ſin 130 
Abner © 204 Chariots of the ancients in war SO 

* Abſalom 212, His rebellion 213. Death 215 Canaanites 149, 1 co, 151, 152, 158, 159 
Adonijub's rebellion 218 pore wa .aſk, of the Lord 158 

ih 236 Caleb. See Joſpua. 

Atbaliab's uſurpation, reign, and murder 250, Commandments, God's, what 279 


Captivity Babylonifh 269, 273· M Moria, 
Syria, Egypt. a 


Chaldæans * 270 
* 277279 
Cleopatra | 313 
Capernaum 9 328 
Cana 332 
Corban explained 57 
Chriff's and Prophets, falſe - 383 


Commandment, which is the n, 396 
Devil, See Satan. 

Diviſion of the nations 39 
— of n 3 the Sail 123 


Dathan 1:8 
Danies n 
Deborab ay 766 
 Dagon, who 184, 186 


David anointed king 193. Deceived and per- 
ſecuted by Saul 195. His 1 195. 
Retires from court 196. Is p 
Saul 196, Sc. Counterfeits madneſs 198. 
Succeeds Saul in Fudab 203. Is recognized 
by Iſrael 205. His Wars 205. Sin 211. 
Death a | 220 

Daniel the Prophet 273, 276, 277, 273, 279 

Darius, the Mede 2357, to 281 

Devil, who 326 See Satan. 
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Dicapolis HT 363 Holy bete deſcent promiſed 428. Fulfilled 
Dalmanatha \  -- WEEN. 1 . 939 
Divorces, Doctrine of 381 nage of God, what 5 
Enoch Dogs . AX 23, = Japbetb 34, 36, * 
Enos Jac offered by his father Abraham 52 
' Egyptians learning, &c. in the days of , s marriage 53. Travels and fettlement 
56, Death, | 64 
Dau, 55, 57. His poſterity? . 3 8 47. 51, 54 
59. Is reconciled to Jacob 632 0 76, 95 
Edom and Edomites 115, 140 Jacob 55 to 64. His deceit 57, 58. Tra- 
' Fleazar fucceeds Heres | 116, 15797 vels, and marriage, Cc. 58, 59, 60. Chil- 
bd e eie dren 60, 61. Flight ib. Settles in E- 
lon 265 gypt 67. Bleſſeth Foſeph, &c. 68. Death 
Ebud . RS. 70. \Burial th, 
Bt 18c, 127. His fons 21386 Potiphar ib. irt ib. Releaſed and 
Endor, witch of | 201 exalted 66. Made known to bis brethren 
2 237 Sc. Is taken up into 1 67. Sends for his father into Egypt ib. 
243 His marriage and children 68. Death 72 
L the Prophet 243. His micacles- 244 fraelites, their ſtate in Egypt 74. Number of 
Ezekiel : 269 2 tribes. 74, 108, 123. How _ by the 
'Egy zans 74, 75. Departure t 
2 TY SI 283 385238 8, 109. Travels 88, Sc, 2 
Ezra, the ſcribe 285 rance from Pharach 92. " Kdolatries 103, 
2PBbeethinkers, their method to es 1 ; n 109, 115 
Flood f giz * Sc. Inheritance, law of ; 126 
Famine in E | 166, 68 Fob 234 
3 ruitful * ä 37s Fordan dried up 143 
vernment before the flood Jericho 144 


| 3 of the Jraelites. hn N 75 * 


— N. Ker 8 Sodom. ' 
'Ghbionites, the ſubtilty of 


Angry 108 
nation % 4-0 


been e 
GE N VA. 7 153 
Gideon 170. His wars 88 171 
Orbva, mount 201 
Gibeonites 2417 
Gadara and Gargeſa e ee 5H 
*Gadarens and G * . 1b. 


Gaiileans, who e 
ee, ER 
agar e kh 5 
3 * 5 „ 1 IB 
8 1% 12:86 
4 TD mou 2 12> — 468 
Hiram | 209, 222, 'Sc. 
Hed 7 210 
Ho "YI the prophet * 5 29 255 

Latinb 2861, Ce. 
Lo 16:24 Doane 
— 1 wo 5 232, 233, 284 
Hyrcanus - 5 | 222 
e | EN aps 

| — ſet to ul. 295 


2 the high- prieſft 310 

He ebe Great 311, 312, 313, 314. 
murder 'of the innocents. ure * Death 322 

FHeroifius". 359, 360 


379 


Yrachrecexploit after the death of Foſoua * 
7 


—2 173. The author of Fabis 46. 
aue 176. His vow: explained 177 


Joſbua aſſumes the command 142. Marches 


Over Jordan 143. Beſieges and takes Je- 
richo 144: Takes Hi 146. Commands the 
ſun to ſtop 148. Defends Gibean, and takes 
five kings priſoners 148, 149. Purſues his 
victory, and takes Jabin 149. Deſtroys 
the Anakims 150. Divides Canaan 152. 


| His death 158. Character bs. 156. 
Works 156. Burial 157 
Judges, government by them 1560 


1 
Idolatry. See Iſraelites, and p. 163. 


Es +2783 

ow mg of an aſs, interficeted 182 

Judge in Jrael, his office 184 

Iſhboſheth, firſt king. of aal after its diviſion 

from Judadb 203 

Foab 204, Sc. 215 
Febuftes sn 


n 410 205 
Jeruſalem 20 8 Taken by Nebuchadnezzar © 
268. Rebuilt 280, 288. Taken by Alex- 
ander the Great 291, Its deſtruction, as fore- 
told by Chriſt 3975 399, — 
gments, God's, what 219 
Feroboam's rebellion 227. He e Solo» 
mon in Iſrael 228, His idolatry 5 — 
Jerebel * v3 
Zehu's uſurpation 249. * 5 deſtroys all —4. 
babs race and famii 2350 
Joaſb, 


J Abs... a Stud 


FEN DUN 
#- * Es | „ 


Yaſh, king of Fudah proclaimed; his go- 
nment, crime, and puniſhnient 250, 252 


Feboaſh, king of 1/raet, his ſucceſs againſt the 


Syrians: 252 
the prophet | 255 
75 the prophet * e e ib. 
22 the prophet | 256 
ofiah 265 
Feremah 266, 273 


Jeu, their government after the death of Ne- 
bemiah the prophet 290 
— ſudject to the kings of Egypt 292 
Judas — . 303 
Jobn tbe Baptiſt born 318. Preacheth 323. 
Baptizeth 325. Teſtiſieth of Feſus 327. 
Is impriſoned 330. And beheaded 350 
Jeſus Chriſt born c 320 
Feſus tempted 326. Begins his miniftry 3 28, 
Drives the traders out of the temple' 323, 2 30 
Diſcourſeth with a Samaritan woman 331. 
Worketh miracles 332, 333, 337, 339, 
353, 356, 357, 362, 364, 367, 369, 373, 
376. See Miracles, Calls his apoſtles 340. 
| Preacketh on the mount 352, Speaketh in 
parables 355, 368, 374, 378, 379, 380, 
382, 386, 394. Commiſſions his apoſtles 
to preach 358. His transfiguration 4365 
James the Greater (St.) life 344 
obn the apoſtle's (St.) life 


- 


345 
James the Loſe (St.) his hire 348 
Fude's (St.) life 350 
. Ifcariot's life 357. See p. 403, 405, 

408, 412 


Jeſus entereth Jeruſalem in triumph 390. Is 
betrayed 403, 405, 408. Eateth the paſ- 
ſover 405. Inſtituteth the Lord's ſupper 405. 
Prays in the garden 407. His agony 408. 


1s ſeized 409. Brought before the Sanbedrim 


410, 411. Pontius Pilate 412. Herod 414. 
Is condemned and crucified 415, 416, 420. 
His death 422. Reſurrection 15. Conti- 
nuance upon earth 423, 428 


Immortality of the ſoul. See reſurrection. 


Judgment, day of, ſigns preceding 400 
Kenites 161 
Kings of Iſrael and Judab 228, &c, 
Light, what 11, 14 
Lamech f 5 25 
Learning before the flood 27 
Language of Noab, &c. 37 
Lot | 44, 42, 49, 50 
Laban | bo 
Teub : 5 to 
Leproſy, what 111. How cured ib. 
Lau delivered to Meſes | 96, 97 
Levi, tribe of, 106, 126 
Tiles conſecrated | 107 


'Lettice on the roof of the houſe, what 24 


Law old, why it gave place to the New 317 


Moon, when created 12, 14 
Man and woman, the firſt 14 
Man's ſtate in paradiſe 15, 17 
— e Calt out of paradiſe 18 
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Man's puniſhment 157 RI 
Mabalaleel - © 3:9 24 
Mat ben ſelab +3. 2 
Melchizedech 45, Sc. 


Moab, and Moabites zo, 140 
Miſes s birth and preſervation 75; Educati 
flight, and marriage 76. Called of God 30. 
Sent to dgliver Iſrael 77. Empowered to 

Work miracles 78. Delivers his meſſage to 
the elders of Iſrael 80. Journey from E- 
gypt 89, Sc. Receives the law 96. His 

- battles, See Moab, Midianites, Amalekites, 
Amorites, Edomites. His ſpeeches 129, Sc, 


and death 132. His character 133 
Manna a by 93 
Mercy-ſeat x. 4 
Mitre 
— — 111. Death — 
Midianites 121, 122, 127, 14 
Micah of "RY 
Moabites = | 2 59 
Manaſjeb N 
Medes, who 271, 275 
Mordecui ; 282 
Malacht the propher © 0 I 6) 


Maccabees, wars and government 297, Sc. 


Menelaus, a wicked high-prieſt 295, 39% 
M. Anthony e 
Mary's, the Virgin, conception 319. Purifi- 

cation 32x 
Maſſaere of the innocents 32 
Matthew's (St.) life 347 
Magdala 363 


Mtracles, See Jeſus, and P · 376, 378, 337 
439 


Matthias 150. 
Nod, the land of, where, 20 


Noah, Sc. how preſerved 29, 33. Family 39, 


40. His ſacrifice 35. Sin 36. Curſe 8 
Death 


Nations divided amongft the children of Noa 2 
Noab 


Nimrod | 
Nahor 5 
Nazarite © FILM <2 
Naboth ; 238 
Nebuchadnezzar 267, 271. His dream inter- 
preted by Dantel 274 
Nehemiah” © 286, 286, 287, 288 
Nicodemus 329 
Onan, and his ſin = vg 
Ornaments and robes of the vriefts and taber- 
nacle 2005 Sc. 
Offerings 10 
Og, who wo 118 
Otbniel " 165 
Obediah the prophet XY 255 
Paradiſe, where ſituate Ts 15 
Pharaob, its etymology 44 


Phyficians in Egypt 73, 87 
Pharaoh, rejects the meſſage of Ged, by — 

Rf 2 and Aaron 80, 81 
lets the Hale 20 - 32 
Pharaoh 


44 


Pbaraob purſues the Iſraelites 90 
| loſt with his army in the Red Sea 91 
Plagues of Eg ype \ $x, to 34 


Paſſover, what wo 8 
r of a cloud and fire go, 108, 109, 113 
Priefts, how conſecrated 


105 
Phineas's, zeal 121, 122 
Pbiliſtines f 200, 261 
Plague in the days of David, how ſtopped 217 
Perſians. See Medes. 


Poſts, when firſt ſet up and regulated 284 
Purim, or the feaſts of Lots 1b, 
Phariſees, who 324. Perſecute Jeſus 333, 338, 

3545, 370, 372, 377, 383, 388,392, $10, Sc. 
Phariſee and Publi 


can 
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Serpent, fiery 110 
brazen 117 
Sabæunn 136 
God ſwears in his wrath, explained 138 
Seſaſtris, who ib · 
Sun's courſe 22 148 
Sbilob 163 
Si ſera 166 
Sampſon - 90S Þ 
Samuel 187. His Sons 188, Death 200 


Saul made king of Iſrael 1899. His wars, Cc. 
190, Sc. His marriage and family 192. 
Diſobedience puniſhed 16. His behaviour to 
David, 194, Sc. Is killed 20 
Solomon — to the throne 218, 221. His al- 


Publicans, who 1 es = liances and marriage 222. Builds the tem- 
Paſſever, how to be- obſerved 334, 335 ple, Sc. 223, Sc. His wars 226,  Wiſ- 
Peter's (St.) life 340 to 344. Faith explained dom, ſin, and puniſhment 227. Death 228 
364. His fall 40b, 410, 411 Statures, God's, what 219 
Philip the apoſtle's (St.) life 346 Syria | 259 
Paul's (St.) life 431, Sc. Sennac herib 262 
Prophets, falſe 383 Smerdis the impoſtor 280 
Pera FE. 384 Synagogue deſcribed | | 288 
Pontius Pilate 412, Sc. Writes an account of Samaritans 289, 331 
Feſus * to Tiberius the Emperor 415 Samaria 289 
e. 430 Salutation of the Virgin * 319 
wails 110 Sadducees, who 324 
Reaſon, of the light of 2, 42 Samaritan woman 330, 331 
Revelation how to be judged of 3 Siloam, or Betheſda pool 337 
its N 4 Simon the Canaan * his life 359 
4 w to be gathered & Sidon 362 
fk ind »ſe | ib, Sabbath, Chriſtian "4 425 
Religion before the flood 27 Tree of Knowledge 3 
Rainbow © we 35 The fall of man | 15, 16, 17, 18 
Religion of Noab's deſcendants 42 Tongues, their confuſion 38 
its eſſence 114 Terab 52 
Rebeccab $3, 54, Cc. Janar 65 
Rachael . 60 Tribes of Iſrael 74. See 29 
Red-ſea, why ſo called 92 — divided into families 123, 124, 125 
Rites and ceremonies,  Fewiſh 106 ſettled on the eaſt of Jordan 128 
Rabas? 157 Thummin 15 
Ruth 169 Tabor, mount 367 
Reboboam, reigns „ in Judab 229. His i- Tolab 175 
dolatry and wickedneſs 231 Teſtimonies God's, = 219 
Reſurrection of the body, how proved 396 Temple built 223, Ec. 
Scriptures, See Revelation. Thomas's, (St.) life 347 
— when divided into chapters and verſes a Trachonites ; 356 
| number of Be Traditions of the Jews, what 361 
Spirit of God moving on the waters 8 Urim 158 
Sun, when created 12 Uriab 211 
Catan 's temptation of Eve 16 Uxziab. See Azariab, 
Sin, original ib, Uriab the prophet 267 
Serpent or Satan, how puniſhed I7 Upper-room 429 
Sacrifices of Cain and Abel, how they differed 0 Woman, how, and why taken out of man 14 
Sbecbinab, what a 20 Windows of Heawen, what 32 
Seth's birth 22 Wife, Concubinary, who 43 
— family 23 Mays God „ what 219 
Sbem 33, 36, 40 Wie men of the Eaſt 321 
Seas 7. $6, 5% 53 Whitſuntide«, See Pentecsf, | 
Sodom and Gomorrab deſtroyed 48 Aerxes 282 
Sbelad 65 Zimr''s Wn... I - x 
© Sceptre ſhall not depart from Judab 72 E ecbariab ro het 281 
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